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Over 500 acres of
land acquired for

Parandur airport

The 27400-cr. project requires 5,746 acres of land; it got in-principle nod

from the Centre in April; tenders for phase I work may be floated in 2026

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI

and acquisition for
L Chennai’s second

airport at Parandur
in Kancheepuram district
is gradually gaining pace,
with the State government
acquiring nearly 540 acres
for this project so far.

Three vyears after the
327,400-crore project was
announced by the Tamil
Nadu government, the Mi-
nistry of Civil Aviation gave
the in-principle approval
in April.

This massive project re-
quires 5,746 acres of land,
including 3,774 acres of
private patta land in sever-
al villages, including Paran-
dur, Eganapuram, Nelvoy,
Ciruvallur Thandalam,
Thodur, Valathur, Gunaka-
ra Pakkam, Magadevi Man-
galam, and Podavur.

Subsequently, a Govern-
ment Order was passed in
June to begin the land ac-
quisition under the Tamil
Nadu Acquisition of Land
for Industrial Purposes
Act, 1997.

The following month,
some of the landowners

from Eganapuram residents, who have been against the project.

from Nelvoy, Parandur, Va-
lathur, Podavur and Akka-
mapuram came forward to
part with their land
parcels.

Sources in the State go-
vernment said 540 acres of
land has so far been ac-
quired for the project in 12
villages. Of this, 50% be-
longs to the residents of
these villages, and the re-
maining 50% to those who
possess land in the project
site but live elsewhere. The
maximum land acquired
has been from Parandur as
on date.

Sources say they have
been consciously taking
the acquisition process

slow, with elections sche-
duled to be held early next
yvear. They say acquiring
land in Eganapuram will
be difficult, as its residents
have been staunchly op-
posing the project ever
since the beginning,

The airport project has
run into delays now, and
tenders for phase 1 con-
struction work may be
floated only next year. As a
result, completion of
phase I of the Parandur
project may get pushed to
2030 from the end of 2028.
Following this, the next
three phases of this project
will take off and likely be
completed by 2046.
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RISING LAND PRICES FUELLING FRESH ENCROACHMENTS

Noida Int’l Airport: Rs 200 crore land
reclaimed in anti-encroachment drive

DIPIHA KIROLA

NOIDA: The Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Deved-
opment Authority (YEIDA)
has launched a major anti-
encroachment drive near the
upeoming Jewar International
Adrport, demolishing illegal
constructions in Gopalgarh
and Mehandipur wﬂ,.tgpihuTht
operation resulted in the recov-
ery of around 4 lakh square
metres of land, valued at nearly
Bs 200 crore.

According to YEIDA offi-
cials, several ]:N:\upll: had been
oecupying government land

illegally for years, erecting
permanent struclures despite
repeated warnings and evie-
tion notices. Supported by
lovcal pﬂl.ic:.-, the authuribl,'
deployed bulldozers to demaol-

ish the unanthorised build-
ings. A heavy police presence
was maintained throughout 1o
ensure law and order and pre-
venl resistance.

Officials said the reclaimed

land is ervcial for the airport
project and its refated develop-
ment works. Delays in remov-
ing encroachments could have
created serous hurdles for land
acquisition and infrastructure
development.

“Strict action was méeces-
sary as repeated warnings were
LEnurcd. This land is essential
for the progress of the Jewar
Airport project, a senior
YEIDWA official said.

Residents noted that land
prices in the Jewar region have
risent sharply in recent months,
fuelling attempis to grab gov-
ernment land near the airport

site. Following Friday's action,
YEIDA said it has sent a strong
message that illegal construe-
tion on authority-owned land
will not be tolerated. Officials
added that surveillance and
enforcement would continue to
prevent future encroachments.

The MNoida International
.ﬁ'lrpurl‘. al Jewar, once com-
pleted, is expected to be one
ol Asigs larg:al arports and a
major driver of economic and
industrial growth in the region.
YEIDA is therelore prioritising
land protection and timely exe-
cution of all associated devel-
opment projects.
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Crisis preparedness:
Mock drill at IGIA
simulates terror attack

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 4 MNew Delty Q

The exerclsa
A counter-terrorist mock deill wias conducted at aimed ta
Indira Gandhi Internat ional Adrpoct an Friday to strenghthen
teat real-time crisis response. The exercise, held — threat-rspons
between 4 pm and 6 pm. simulated a scenario """""""i"ﬂl
where three heavily armed terrorists stormed a iy i
terminal, officials said .

Neardv 180 personne] from the CISF Quick Be CISF

sponse Team, Delhi Palice, National Security
Guard, Delhi Traflic Police, Bureanof Civil Avia-
tlon Security Flme Services. moedical tenms and '::g:ﬁn
the Delhi Disastor Management Authority ook ok t
part in the drive “By the conclusion of the drill par

one terrorkst was noatrallsed and two were de- Around 180
tained, ™ an official said. Acconding to the CISF, personnel fram
the exercise aimed to sirenghihen threat-re- multiple
sponse mechanlsms, enhance tactical pre pared Ageries
ness and ensure seamless coordinatlon among  including Dalhi
security and emergency agencies, The drill in- Police wok

cluded all stapes ol crisis monagement part indril
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SpiceJet delays
salary tosizable
number of staff

Budget carrier SpiceJet has been
delaving salary payments to a siz-
able number of its employees for
the past few months, according to
AS0UICE.

SpiceJet emplovees drawing a
salary of up to ¥55.000 per month
have received payment for August,
while the rest of the staff has not
been paid yetr.

"SpiceJet has once again
started delaying salary payments
to s staff. While emplovees draw-
ing up to ¥55,000 per month are
getting payments ontime, the rest
ofthe staff, mostly assistant man-
agers and above level, are getting
payments with a delay of 10-15
days.” the source said. FTI
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SpiceJet Steps Up its Winter Flight Plan

Looks to add 25 aircraft
at attractive rates,

will reduce ops during
lean period, says exec

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: SpiceJet has set an ag-
gressive expansion plan for the co-
ming winter schedule starting Octo-
ber, traditionally the busiest period
for air travel in India. The budget
airline islooking toadd 25aircraftto
itsfleet and to nearly triple the num-
ber of daily flights to 280 from about
100 currently Fuelled primarily
through short-term aircraft leasing
from European airlines, the move
will drastically reduce SpicelJet’s
operating costs, Debojo Maharshi,
chief business officer, told ET.
“Increasing the capacity will signi-
ficantly reduce the unit cost as we
have been able to negotiate attracti-
ve rates for the damp leases. The ra-

tesarealmostequal tolong-term lea-
ses that any airline enjoys,” Ma-
harshi said. He said SpiceJet will
useleased planesfor high trafficsea-
sons like the first and fourth quar-
ters of a fiscal year. “We will plan
our capacity in a manner where we
can beef up in heavy seasons while
quickly reducing operations during
lean season,” said Maharshi.

Under the agreement, the lessors
will provide 21 such aireraft to Spice-
Jet including four fuel-efficient Boe-
ing 737 Max. The airline will also re-

Metro
routes to be
a key focus

area for
the airline

introduce four of its grounded pla-
nes. Outof its56-aircraftfleet, Spice-

Jet currently has only 21
operational, while the rest remain
grounded.

The carrier will be deploying the
leased planes to boost presence on
metro routes, the absence of which
is harming its ability to charge com-
petitive fares and improve yields,

After raising 3,000 crore last vear,
SpiceJet owner Ajay Singh had said
the carrier would be operating 40
aircraft by March this year Howe-

ver, the plan did not materialise as
shortage of aircraft in the market
squeezed the airline’s ability to get
spare parts.

SpiceJet has fallen behind newco-
mer Akasa Air which has cornered
more than 5% market share in July
against SpiceJet’s 2%.

“Our recovery has been delayed
primarily due to the market condi-
tions and this first quarter which
was washed out due to the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam followed by the
Air India crash. But we expect to
gradually shore up our revenue
from next quarter,” Maharshi said.

SpiceJet is also entering agree-
ments with lessors to which it owed
money by restructuring the debt in-
to equity Maharshi cited the instan-
ceof arecentagreement with itslar-
gest lessor Carlyle Aviation Part-
ners under which Carlyle will con-
vert $121.18 million dues into equity.

“As part of it, we will get a mainte-
nance reserve of $80 million as ma-
intenance reserve which we will use
to unground aircraft. So while we
have managed to reduce debt, we ha-
vealso gotliquidity,” Maharshisaid.
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M IndiGo Flight Aborts
Take-Off in Lucknow

: NEW DELHI A Delhi-bound
33/ IndiGo aircraftcarrying
more than 150 passengers,

including Samajwadi Party

leader and Lok Sabha member Dimple
Yadav, has aborted take-off at Luck-
now airport after a technical issue was
detected. The incident took place on
IndiGo flight 6E2111, which was
scheduled todepart from Lucknow to
Delhi. According tothe airline, the
operating crew noticed a technical
snag while the aircraft was accelera-
tingonthe runway. Asa precautionary
measure, the pilotsaborted the take-
off and returned the plane to the bay.
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FAA Seeks Over $3 minFines
from Boeing over Safety Lapses

AP

The Federal Aviation Administra
tion is seeking $3.1 million in fines
from Boeing over safety viola
tions, including ones related to an
Alaska Alrlines jetliner losing a
door plug panel on its fuselage in
midflight. The proposed penalty is
for safety violations that oocurred
from September 2023 through Fe
bruary 2084, the FAA said Fridoay

That period includes the Janua-
ry 2024 blowout of a paneled-over
exit door — called a door plug —
onan Alaska Airlines Boeing 737
Max 9 shortly after it took off
[rom Portland, Oregon

In June, the National Tranapor-
tation Safety Board said its 17
month long investigation found
that lapses in Boeing's manufac

turing and safety oversight, com-
bined with ineffective inspec
tions and audits by the FAA_ led
tothe door plug blowout.

The FAA said that it identified
hundreds of quality systom vio
Iations at Boelng's 737 [actory in
Renton, Washington, and Boeing

subcontractor Spi-
rit AeroSystems’

- 737 factory In Wi-
chitn, Kansos,

Boeing has 30 days
to respond o the
FAA Inastatement
Saturday, the company said it is
reviewing the agency's proposed
civil penalty, noting that it had
put in place a safety and quality
plan last vear, under FAA over.
sight, that aims toenhance safety
management and quality assu-
rance in its airplane production



AIRF‘ LJH 'S AUT HUFHT‘I‘ (_?F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HART BHUMI DELHI 15 SEPTEMEBEE Z0Z5

?fgmﬁmszﬁaﬁma*
S T W 5 T e
g A e T
151 AT T AE =961 50
e & TweEE e o
WEZ AN WW aney
AEET T5a T T B
A of s 4i fome A
4 W AT TFER GEE,
T WY TT S W

B3I & oTel...

TR 7a 5 171 38 W TTEE % A A I o
T4 % i B W Uee # famm s e
A # AR W HeE A w0 ) wEiE, 5
T L TR, A H TR A WAl 5 G5 e
 feedl 1 55 Wow 21 o § 17 © 5o o T
Tl F FAISE B TS & oA AT a0 &
TV HEHEHIE & HIEN GeeldE Hew HaieE
FAR Y T EHaE F] T8 41 36 foan #8170
¥ i O FEn F) A T 9w
Tl ArEn A o, e AR wE F e
e sifter gifim w3 & o o wam 329
T



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 15 SEPTEMBER 2025

@ Hindmstan Time:

INDIGO FLIGHT WITH
SP MP ON BOARD
ABORTS TAKE-OFF
OVER ENGINE SNAG

LUCKNOW: A Delhi-bound
IndiGo Mlight, carrying 151 pas-
sengers including Samajwacdi
Party MP Dimple Yadav, abored
takealT at the Chawdhary Charan
Singh International Airport in
Lucknow on Saturday due to a
technical snag, the airline said in
astatement.

Officials aware of the details
saicl that Mighie GE-211 had started
accelerating on the runway at
around llam when the pilot
detected atechnical issue invole
ing insufficient engine thrust
and aborted rakeol

IndiGo, in a statement ssued
on Sunday, confirmed the
aboried takeoff, stating, “The
safety of our passengers is our
highest priority. The alreraft was
stopped as a precaution after a
potential issue was detected dur-
Ing the takeofl rall,”

Following the incident, all
passengers were safely
deboarded and shifted to the ter-
minal. Alternate arrangements
wiere made to send them to Delhi
on another Night, officials sald.

The Directorale General ol
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has taken
note of the incdent and has
sought a detailed report, “While
passengers may have endured a
brief panic, the crew’s swilt and
professional response ensured
that everyone remained safe,” an
official at the airport said on
anonymity, adding that an inves-
tigation into the matter will
determine the exact issue behind
the loss off thrust issue. HTC
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Emirates marks 25 years
of operations in Chennai,
its ‘cornerstone market’

Murali N. Krishnaswam
CHENNAI

On September 1, 2025,
Emirates, the world’s ‘lar-
gest international airline’,
marked the silver jubilee of
its air link with Chennai.
What began on September
1, 2000, as a 174-seat Air-
bus A310-300 service -
four flights a week and the
carrier’s third destination
in India — has now expand-
ed to a three flights a day,
400-plus seat all-Boeing
777-300ER service (cur-
rently, 21 flights a week). In
October 1985, the airline
launched its flights from
Dubai to New Delhi and
Mumbai, the foundation of
its initial route network. It
now flies to six more desti-
nations — Ahmedabad, Kol-
kata, Hyderabad, Bengalu-
ru, Kochi and
Thiruvananthapuram. In
an exclusive e-mail inter-
view with The Hindu, Mo-
hammad Sarhan, Vice-Pre-
sident - India and Nepal,
Emirates, said the airline
continues to support Chen-
nai’s expanding role in
trade, technology, manu-
facturing and enterprise
by offering the city’s tra-
vellers, seamless global
connections through its
hub in Dubai, and access to
new markets.

He said the key metrics
were 10.7 million-plus pas-
senger traffic between Du-
bai and Chennai, since
2000, on over 38,000
flights; 19,300 tonnes of
cargo uplift from Chennai
(in the last financial year),
consisting of fresh fruit and
vegetables, pharmaceuti-
cals and general goods,
and connectivity to the air-
line’s network across six
continents. Emirates Sky-
Cargo, the airline’s dedicat-

=2k e . S = = Ty T 3 e
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Reaching out: The airline supports the local community through its
Foundation's partnership with CHES. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ed air freight division, had
facilitated the export of
perishable goods and agri-
cultural produce and the
import of 16,400-plus
tonnes of predominately

general cargo and mixed
foodstuff.

Customer loyalty
Distinguishing itself by be-
ing the sole widebody op-
erator on this route, he
said the airline’s ‘continu-
ous investment in enhanc-
ing products and services’
is a step that has helped
Emirates retain customer
loyalty in a very competi-
tive market. Passenger ex-
perience service innova-
tions include Artificial
Intelligence-enabled oper-
ational analytics and smar-
ter disruption recovery.

Mr. Sarhan said Chennai
continues to be a corner-
stone market with a focus
on business, leisure seek-
ers, and a significant visit-
ing friends and relatives
(VFR) segment.

Some of the top out-
bound destinations from
Chennai include San Fran-
cisco, New York, Chicago,
Washington DC, Dallas,
Boston, Seattle, Paris, Lon-
don, Manchester and
Frankfurt. He said Emi-
rates also supports ‘strong

inbound flows’ from the
same key markets, in addi-
tion to Kuwait.

In a comparison of re-
gional competitor airports
(South India), he said that
while Bengaluru and Hyde-
rabad have grown rapidly
with newer infrastructure
and added capacity, which
includes Airbus A380 oper-
ations in Bengaluru, Chen-
nai has retained its
strength with a large out-
bound base, robust trade
activity and a growing pre-
ference for premium tra-
vel. The airline has also
deepened its commitment
to the local community
through the Emirates Air-
line Foundation’s partner-
ship with the Community
Health Education Society
(CHES).

Together, they have es-
tablished the Emirates-
CHES Home, which cares
for over 100 destitute
youngsters, including HIV-
positive children. Support
includes care and medical
support.

Mr. Sarhan said the air-
line remained hopeful that
a review of the current bi-
lateral air services agree-
ment with India would al-
low the airline to better
meet growing travel and
cargo demand.
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SpiceJet delaying salary payments to
sizable number of employees: Source

MUMBAIL: Budget carrier
Spicefet has been delaying sal-
ary payments toa sizable num-
ber of its employees for the
past few months, according to
a SOurce.

Spicefet employees drawing
a salary of up to Bs 55000 per
manth have recetved payment
for August, while the rest of the
stall has not been paid yet.

“Spicefet has once again
started delaying salary pay-
ments to its stafl. While enploy-
ees drawing up to Rs 55,000 per
month are getting payments on
time, the rest of the staff, mostly
Assistant Managers and above
level, are getting payments with
adelay of 10-15days,” the source
safdd Spicefet did not respond 1o
a query sent on this issue.

The Gurugram-based Spice-
Jet had a total of 6,484 employ-
ees, including 4,894 permanent
ones, according to its annual

report for FY25.

During 2024-25, Spice-
Jet provided an interest-free
advance to Ajay Singh, who
is the Chairman and MDD, an
amount of Bs 32 crore for a five-
year pertod in accordance with
the Nomination and Remuner-
ation Committee and board-
approved policy of the company,
as per the annual report.

“The company has adjusted
the advance from the salary of
subsequent months (April and
May 2025), as per the compa-
ny'’s policy.

Further, this advance is not

prejudicial to the interest of the
company,” the report said.

The airline reported a net
loss of Rs 238-crore in the June
quarter this year. Spicefet had 18
aircralt in operations, as on Sep-
tember 13, out of the total lleet
of 53 planes, as per fleet track-
ing websile Planespotier.com.

This is despite the fact that
in the last ene year the carrier
has announced its plans thrice
Lo expand its fleet, each time by
at least 10 planes.

Al the end of July last year,
Spicefet had 18 operational air-
craft and 38 en ground of the
total 56 planes in the fleel.

Last year in September, at
the time of raising Rs 3,000
crore via QIP, the airline had
said “the newly raised capital
will be used to operationalise
grounded aireralt, acquire new
planes, invest in technology, and
expand into new markets”
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Spicelet takes
lease route to
double fleet
this winter

Saurakih,Sinfa
Etimenfindiacom

New Delhi: Currently ying 21
niruraft, Spieadot is tnking the
damp lease roufe — hiring pla-
nes wiih orew ik Faitp up
operations It will damg leoss
two wide-body  Airhas Ad4Hs
A &1 least 16 narrow body plo-
e, [ ako hopes by ungrouand
i plames hiy nest April.

T'he low-cost carmier — cur-
remitly India’s foarth largest by
dmestic market share afber Ine
o, Afr Indin Gronpand Akn
aa—aims toflyoutal thefinm-
chal turbubersoe. T Ak will
b Oy lng on Bamehak nowle
nmd themn the atrdine plans to fly
thiem to Enrope

Agreements have

been finalised for 18

aircraft, which will

stay with us through
the peak winter
season into early
summer 2026, says

Spicelet official

Spleedet chiel business of-
fecer Debodo Moharshi safil
W will mone than doabde our
ruarrent operatiannl fleet of 21
mircradt by mdd-MNoy 2085 and
ol dably fiphis will also guope
than deable feoem current 5o
47530, We hivvn alressty finali
sedl damp lease o greeasmnits for
18 akrorafl, which will £tas joi-
nineg froam Ot and stay with us
through the peak winter sea
SO 1At eE ety sumaner 2026,

“Im sl itban, e are ek
b two wide-body A0E on
lang-term damyp Jease, initially
o b deploved o the Banghokl
sectorl while acthvely evalic
ting aptioms to lnunch services
tp select European desting-
thomns. Discussions are also un-
derway o smather three o
rowe-hody nimraft on damp len
e, taking our planned adii-
thans to 21-27 adreralt 16 (otsl ™
Maharshi saic
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