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Sevurily win crbanred 3t

i Fobhw g Che 1 hieal s i o

IGI Airport, HC,
offices get hoax
bomb threats

HT Comeipondsmt

T il L e

WIW DILWE The Delhi Wigh
Dot Termsnal 3ol | ndine G-
B Inlernational (AGTE Adpor
and thite pevcRinel =]
rotvioed] hoay bosdb (hreal
- am Fridlay morsdng. trig-
peTing panic and promming
ronltige scvurity checks a day
ahead ol i Dy

Dl Fire & o () k]
thurt 1P DeiBal Camionment Sul-
Diviskonal Magisirsse SDM]
e reveived & imb thresn
il 15 feallorwind ey G
T:1m 1L T2m

Mamoagar Hospe repehad 2
iheas e-onall 1406 and the
Sadort SIM oifice at I 4Zam. The
DFS aha received indormmalion
nopandanyg an oo bissh Therai
ai o begdbfmg o Thaneiesalss ai
|57, an officlal said

Tt cufTicnial e Eiilicrwlingt Lhe
dlerin, b ot el wiiidi
il Tre ey s arad DS e
wnned rsied in dhe spois aned
CarThsd sl exiensie searhes
Wi sarbpuiciou obier wisk i
ar vy o he Nigped kockbinin
“Al ihivals were diclaind
s, e 145 officiall sad)

Laier im the day. the Deihi
Hikgh et receivial & daeiten
g el Tl e-nal e, “thse
sl wlll aees ol 211 P Fal
lwing ihe throut, lessss Irom

valbeus agohckes. iacluding
bemnb diigoial sguids, weec
prewsod bie servion sl Dhee-
maghdy checked tha omisea.
e fodand macothii g SUEHCHALE
thee il dale].

Sevasily ik adso mshancnd 5
Tt oard smnples: ElkwEng B
thret

Doefhi High Comrt Bar Assraciar
toss (DHCEA) Jsinn Seirotary
Kisrua] Slafwodra mdid the couiit
Ly all precasas sod s
rify aperies oondecinl a B
pomgh cherk

Polie said 1hey a1e Ervongat
| e aarce of the iefval
r-rresh sical a purodsr

The Ehredin came amid
heighoend seosrity in Dehi
s off sl rderr: iy e
bratine o8 Satunday, Multiple
e brs vy ity v ol
security chesks ab ey mstalls-
o ] the seritive b
Tiinkd GCrieis e Capical

i1 Al T, icunihi
i Deethi Hmhnlmﬁl B
ihresin wia e-nais, promping
the Dedld Podicr, Bire sereces and

A s dgia, oo Jlly 1, i
Guragram Depety Cossmin-
shoner s oifice. dborics cowty
i several whobls reccived
hiax el (Rfeal @Ml

prompliig cvadealion bl

Tanemaler srancher
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Woman creates ruckus at airp

ort

after flight cancellation; FIR lodged

HTL and PT
i Mgy % k| 450 g o 6

BHUBANETWLE: A woarian puas-
ot T ersiod & ruchos m fei
arsswar airport. showted ai the
airline stall, chinsbed oo a oon-
wveyer hedt and threw some
after hix Might 1o Kollata was
comcediod, officials said on Friday,
An FIR was nigisiored agaivss

he o allegy casmigireg i
propery and mishehoning with

tha sl i e irdie? CTAInDET
Yideos of thi womain, who
reporedly had o sick child m
b i Bk, shotiting ai the
ol wror widely circulaged
Several pas i ailliged
Is fight schojule Eflr L35 pm
wat cancelled ot 5390 pm an
Tharsday. bat they did nod
reveive timely information. The
Bhubameswar-Kolkata  flight
ik e layod snd laked candelled
due 1o o techimoal reason, & &0

ior alficer of che Biju Patnaik
Ingernationsl  Alsporn said
Later, the passeesger traveilod 1o
Eolkata via 4 comnecting Mhght
o gh Dl (b oflicer sakd
“We Bave registeral an FIR
and an irvestigation i wnder-
aadd inspector in-charge
H:Emd:an:lh Meher, Abrport
podice station. The alriéne did
ned issue any stalement on the
mstier till the fiking al (ks

TEpan.
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High Court, airport
get hﬂﬂ}{ bomb threat

Duitside the Dethi High Court on Friday, sestes naess

SakshiChand
N Defind, Anguest 14

A DAY before India celebrates
irs Independence Day, bamib
threats were received al
multiple establishments in
Delhl, Inchuding the Indira
Gandhl Intermational Alrpon
ard the Delhi High Cowrt, be-
sices svemd other govemmemn
offices and locations. Mothing
suspicious was found ar any ol
the sites, ofTicials said,

The threats come at & thime
when security arrangements
have been helghrened across
the nattonal capital ahead of

ithve Aurguss 15 celebrarions.

Soon after the irenls wins
received, police, bombdisposal
sipundls, fire department per-
wominél and olher emergency
responss [eams were dis-
patched tothe locations,

The locations that re-
portedly recelved the threats
inchude Jam Nagar House, e
Jhamdewalan Buklding, an of-
ficeinSaket, the Dethi Canton
menl S0 ol hoE and Termunal
3 of the 1GI Adrport, officials
i, Podice teams ane continu
Ing toverl fy the contents ol ithe
ermal] and ascertain the seurnce
and credibilany of Use threars,
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Airbus’ initial report flags temporary
malfunction of flight-control systems

FALL IN ALTITUDE. Assessment identifes hydraulic system loss; Airbus team in India to assist AAIB

—
L
rw Gl

A proliminary socssmont by
Airbus indo the a'l.qnnr 4 Al
Iniles Phudicer: Dielhi in
cident bas identified liou
the mircraft's bvdmaulic s
temn that resalted in a tem
porary nialfunction of mal-
tiple ﬂl.ﬂ'll'ul'ﬂl'l.ﬂ il it

iPriE] BLECRIEHERL Fo-
port sent from Alrbos to Air
Indis on 4 had said
the srcralt s comtrod om el
anoEs amd Mleron arfaces
were bost (or sround four
seconds dasring the
OCEUMTeTRT,

Meotably, the sasesami
wias oo decnded digital
flaghet datn recorder (DFDR]
idata and the post Sight e

(FFR), relating bo the
Eﬂrrm ﬂ..’-h'mrF that
suffered a sodden lnax of sl
tude of arvand 300 feet duar
ing thse Aligha.

I himwever, sources sl 1bhe
preliminary report s dated
asul sulsect o chanpes as the

- L _§

SERIOUS INCIDENT, The ayerremers wn haed on decocted
dignal Maghe Aats reccddar dska Snl the pait Might Feport sones

s Eatios progrier

Beanded, the snirisl Aebsos
asscmmeny mald the incident
regaines @ detailed snalysis
eovering both atreraft s
tema and seractural inbcg
rity, as the alrcraft may have
been affected by the sdden
TP DE.

OPERATHINAL TESTS

Messwhile, the prelimimary
ameswmend  prescribed @
sevies of operatiosal tests of
the bvdraulic systerns, along
withtvsts af the fyvtem pred-
sufe  Fwifched,  pRomsur

transdecery ansd associaied
Irh.lu.i:in';i}ﬂmt

Furthermaore, A has
soughi information on e
ool mainhenance actinvitscs
carried o on e Eioralt’s
ey rmulic wvspem

Earlier a post-flight masn
tenamce  neport of gt
ALZITE  Hlagped  multiple
warsings ievolving faulrs im
the aircraft’s Ivdrsulic and
flagit -controd wywhems.

In another development, s
three-member  specialized
team from Alrbus @ cur
renicly i Iadis 1o cxamine

the Alr India abreran in-
wviedvend in the incident, mub-
tiple AoNOe told
bertnesshing.

The teans, souroes zakd, i§
assisting with the ongoing
investigation into the oo
remce, which has been desig
nated a8 o Ferkous Incident’.

CONTROL SYSTEMS

Al present, the Alrcradt Acd-
demt  |mvestigation Huresu
[AMIE) is examining all o
pects related to the incident,
wnchuding furtmlencr, diag-
test rensts s sy faulzs in
the mircraft’s bvdrslic snd
flight-contnal sysiems.

Earlser, sources im  the
Menbsery of Ol Aastbon
o Busimerier that the e
liminsry report into the As
st 4 Alr Imadia fight A1237%
mcident i o e
compleoed within the sex
10-15 dayn.

Following the preleminary
imvestigation report by the
AMIE, soiarces said the [hr
ectorate Goneral of Chvil Av
atios [THGEA) will decide on

ARY 300 ARaEns] the sraie-
hodder invdved B the
imciidemm.

“Fincs arsd management
liahily canmot be mubed out
= this srage.” sources sasd,
Mieever, sourees clarified
that these proposed actions
can only be decided afer the
preliminany investigation re
e 1 mal

Apart from fines and man-
BT !uj.-llq.'. enhanced
wzrvelllamce measanes on the
airlime may also be imposed,
depenading an the findings of
the investigagion, sources
said

In terma of investigation,
the AMIB Bad samenened the
Pt mnad crewt of ALZITS for
questhoning ss part of (2 in-
vestigation |nio the Incident.

Additionally, the AAIN i
collshorating  with  the
Fremch civil mviacion Fegu-
lavtiowr, Ader Rrcis mrsd Nirbasa,

The mcdent imvolved an
Airtusm A320neo, regissered
YT-EXO, in which 20 passen
gors amk] Tour crew memdbor
were injused
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‘Public trust in aviation will not be allowed to be broken’

“.'H'ﬂ‘
heren D

The government will not al-
lowr pablic trust in India's
mviation sector o be com-
promised doe 1o the recent
Air Indsa  Phoket-Delli
Maghn-relaved incidents, Cril
Aveithon Mistster Ram M-
han Makdu Kinjarspu todd
hisinesiine, adding that all

MECCEary will be mn-
dertakien o enbamer sale
Ol

The ssserEion Comds Cven
& Ememigations bmo “all
sgmificant = are on
going in the recent Air India
[l i which an Airbus

Ad0nen, nogetered VT
FN00, b 1080 et of alricisde
within secomds, injuring 30
passengers and four erew
memberi. The Afrcraft Ao
dent  Investigathon  Barcau
(AAIR) I exarmining ERHNTE
refated to the incident. in
cuding turbalence, pilozs®
drug-test rovalts ansd amy
faules in the alecraft's Might-

control systens,

SUCCESS OF AVIATION
“The vrust of the |'|'|.I-H'H!' n
aviation & what led to the
successof aviaton in Indiain
the First Iﬂ,hn' Tm s oy weil
we ever alow that trusg (o
break,” Mubdu said.

Sl sigmificant aspects re-

ganding the incident are bhe-
nvemigated amd AME
will soon come out with a

The Minister said that

Mo [ Mlinaerry of Crval Avd-
wthon) woudd enaure Thar an-
osdents mach as these do mot
recur, However, bae m2id that
it was too early o drow con-
whusions or to ke effective
measures heloee |h-'-|:vnu||:|k-
tiom of @ prOpeT
invEtigation

According 1o Nakda, srin-
et steps would be wnder-
taken o strenghen the -
istimg  Ciwil Aviation
Rogquiremens (CARs) if any
ihameomings were wenti-
fied during the imvestigation.

“India remuains ofic of The
salest miation markens in
the world,™ he added.

Meanwhile, the preliman-
ary neport o the Auguss 4

Jir Insclia Blight ATZITY incid-
o I8 1o e oo
pleted withim the next 10-15
dayx, souroed have told bun
nrxeling.

MISSIHLE ACTION
Following the preliminary
imvestigakion report by the
AAIR, the Diroctorale Gen-
eral of Chil  Avisisn
(DGCEA) will decide on any
action  agaimst Alr  Indi
souroes sahl. As T SmIroes.
the regalstor will “not ms-
Cro-nsanage amy dirtine’s op-
erations but widl fix lishiline™
Sources  smnid  ensaring
compliance with regalstony
requirements  and estab-
lished proscedhanes is the re-

sponashiliny of the alrfne’s

':; 'ru.l.:.r'rnn.tl'h:

table, i ing stringend ac
tion and strichancs agains
Alr Inadia, Fines amd manage-
meri lishility camnot  be
maled out mi this stage”
somrves sakd.

Nownbeless, they dlari-
ficd tha these propossd se-
tioms can only be decikied
after the prelimimry imess-

It s out.

.#pnr:r?m finses ahal man-
agement lability, enhaooed
serveillanee meassres s the
airline may also be i

derpending on I:h;:ﬁud.mg,ln!l
the investigation, souroes
sahil
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A-T's Phuket-Delhi plane
faced ‘hydraulic failures’

Lost Hight controls for
I see: Airbus report

PELLS THUAT OF INDIA
Piiwve D, B Aaigard

Adr Bl Akrftrin ARI0 plane bost
gt costrals for bovr seconds dog
b0 miltiple wdraulc system Eail-
wiek, Fesalling n a sikklen loss of
304 feet in altiude while flving from
Phusiont g Diethd on Ausgerst 4, acoond-
img toan initial analbysi

Al beast A people out of the 148
people onbonrd were Enjured inthe
mciclent that (s being probed by the
Aircmalt  Aockdent  Inestigation
uarenin

The imitial analysis repor by
Airbis abouil (e incident thiwed
thatf the abemft sufersd three
Indmmtic system Gfhres withinfwo
soonds and the systems were
recovened (o seven woonds.

With the bndmudic system Exil-
e, e pepodt sald, “elevarons and
alleroms surlaoes were koSl for
apouenad four secoels”,

Elevators andl allerors are key
flight congrols. While slevaton con-
trol i and diown movemnents, aile-
roms  ocooirl  beft and  rght
movements. This means the flighe
cont ol were kost during Adr Indias
Phmkeet-Detii fght ALzs for foar
seoonels on Aungist 4 before the wys-

Initial analysis

& The report showveed that the
arcraft suffered thise ydraulic
syskem failures within two
st ords and the fvitoms were
retovered I Hnen W oo

AL lpast bwo prssurne sediches
shersnd iow brpdrauiic status that
led to the lows of actuators

i Thas firs? afficer tried Ehe input for
full ncse diossen or pitch doswn of
thi asroraft, bt the flight
conrols did not eespond

® The anakyss fomused on vanous
arcraft systems after the sudden
kot of altitude

LS et

Jurst before @iEgd BT (044
LFTC, thewe was loss of one hydelic
yabern, and at G4 5T nkas
LFTCY, the two other hpbraulic svs-
levre weere also kost, am pet the report.

Then at G:33:8, all three systems
weTE recovereel. The neport skl the

vy e et wes dluse o Ehe ks
of hiadmmiilic pressure as af beast tas
pressuse switches  showed low
heyd il atmies st led 1o the loss ol
acTerrs. [haring the short period ol
melriphe hwpdraulic system falluses,
the first offices tried the imput for full
o closarn o pltch dow ol Ehe adr-
cralt, Init the lligh control did mot
respoik]. the report sakd. Abbsis
roted thal since the post Might repon
trincat s midaltiple Fnilts, Eheanalais
focused on warious alrcraf systems
ik madden losm of aleiude.,

in the amalysis report, dased
Aagned 160, which ivsix deyxafter the
imcident. Alrbus has sought more
detalis from Alr India. AAIR, an
Mgy 13, maid the Aazo sarcralt with
fegisaration VT-EXD operating Al
o experienced auadden aldmide
variarion of appreadmanely ;nm rm
dhring cruise. Itsubsequenthy
teesd ankd lamaded wafehy at I!:lel.l'u 1'I1.r
jprobe agency had aleo sid that it
was engaged in the systematic oof-
lection, preservation and examin-
aen of all melevant wechnbcal
operabonal, medical and uman-
[Rctoreviienoes.

"t examinaion of the micmn
e it nywterme, recorded (light diata,
relevant operational and mainten-
ance recods. medical indoemat Son,
and interviews with persons con-
o] Al maberial evidenoe willbe
examined in s entirery befione any
conchishons sredemwn,” it had said.
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Tewolde Gelwenwariam.
CEO-designate, Alrindia

Air India
CEO-designate
visits India

PRESS TRUST OF MDA
tirwy el B Auspnt

Tewolde Gelwemariam, who
i et 1o Tk over the reins of
Abr Incddia mext meonth, held
mieetings with sendor sirline
execuives this week during
his fiest visit o Indin after
being appoinied as CEQand
ML acoording oofficials.
Gebiemanam, an  avi-
ation imnlisstry vieran and
fesrenier chded of Ethiopian Alr-
linies Growp, will ke over

Ercety Caumpiae ] W iksom s 1he
CEDand M

The officials smid Gebre-
mariam visiged the nationsl
capital and Mumbal and held
Mot inEs wWith Sensor exoo:
tvies of the algline and Taca
Groaip He will be taking
chargs of the alrlEne &1 atime
wheet it is working omn ambi-:
tious exparsion plans amid
multipleetemal headwinds.
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Air India makes dope
test must for all pilots

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, AUG. 13

Alr India on Thursday
ordersd mandatory drug
screening of all its pilots
across routes, golng bey-
ond the testing require-
ments prescribed by the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA),
amid the row over the cap-
tain of its Phuket-Delhi
flight testing positive for
marljuana.

The alrline began the
screening following a for-
mal communication from
the management. Pilots
have also been nsked to
declare any substance use,
with the airline assuring
confidentiality,

In & letter to pllots, Alr
India said, “We have
decided to undertake a
full screening of all group
pilots for any substances
or mixdications that are
not permitted under pre-
viilling regulations, This
testing Is mandatory and
will start today; 13 August
2026, the management
said.

The tests will be con-
ducted alongside training
at Alr India’s academy In

surigram, after Mights at
Flight Briefing Centres or
Alr India offices, or at
locations provided al
pilots’ respective bases.

« THE AIRLINE began the
screening following a
formal communication
from the management

» THE RULES also provide
for drug testing of pilots
and air traffic control
officers before
employment, after
accidents, through
random anisational
testing and as follow-up
in confirmed cases.

The airline said the sddi-
tional screening was
aimed at maintaining
high standards of safety
and professionalism and
reassuring passengers
ani other stakeholders.

The move follows the
controversy over the cap-
tain of the Phuket-Dethi
flight testing positive for

marijuana. It also comes
after the DGCA asked Air
India’s top management
to strengthen operational
oversight and take further
measures Lo improve safe-
tu

At n meeting with Air
Indin CEOD Campbell
Wilson on Tuesday, the
regulator asked the ale.
line to consider tougher
action against pllots test-
ing positive for banned
substances while differen-
tiating ecnses In which o
positive result could be
linked to medication
declared by a pilot.

Under existing DGCA
rules, airlines are requi-
red to conduct random
testing for psychoactive
substances, covering at
least 10 per cent of an
airline's emplovess annu-
allv

The rules also provide
for drug testing of pilots
and air traffic control offi-
cers before amployvment,
after accidents, through
random  organisational
testing and as follow-up in
confirmed cases.

DGCA regulations also
encourage emplovees to
voluntarily declare the
use of psychoactive sub-
stances. Such employees
are required to undergo
rehabilitation before
returning to active duty
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‘Phuket Flight Lost Hydraulics for Secs’

Airbus asks Air India to check if genuine failure or glitch
Artadan warniog casised by o Mnully wire or

End-to-end
Indian Capability

st Abrims has nabiod Adr Inelis o
Mew Delhic The Air Indin Abrbs
Acr gt Erom et Bo PMew Delhi
which rpsdly lost arotind 300 feet of
nltinsde on Algpast 4, inkiring 3 peo
pie. briefly lest Epalrealic ol
nerras all throe of fis indegendent sy
e, leaving pilots sirugeling for
wnritrd for 8 fra serords Ehe indlial as-
smatnieen ol the (ki dala: recoiders
Iy Adrbiis, poview] by ET, ihowssil
It Is yed Eealond s inines] wihet her e
Ieyalraidbes Exiled or B was n sperios

phrsirally chick ore of the Bnadrmulic
prssury pwitches (o debermine o i
s Tnadiy ol s sprarious shgral

Ther o iderl woas Termaed “rarest of
Fare” by fallots ard engknoers G b
with the A0, and may invile scrall
w4l e o Kl maosl windely used fir
ornlt 1m 15 woarkd. DnadiCio mndl Adr In
thin ingriber opernie more thas 550
AL Eunily airerafl. with arousd
13005 s el

Kgn-rrspensive Devalor., Aderons =+ 9

i P PagE 1

HIL has also pogiiired stakes in
prveral defenoe slartups and
cuosmIles

Tha partmership alse ewinils
BRI snil Rolls Royee avpliring
ik exinhlishment of o dedics
sl serespace  gmd  Turbine
poemphy 28 4 ceniro of sxcellen
o I power and propaision
Iechmalogy

“The parinership will offer a
compelling proposition for jo
Imt drvebapment of the ANCA
wnjikia b Endia, B ingeng toget
e wearld Resding pecEnaslogy
and indusirial executbon caps
hiliies, " steond ing 1o thestnle
maml. The partnerilip s ak
e e sl b bng al-le-anid B
disn enpability svering 1he
design, development, mam
facturing, iesting, prodaction
and through life suppart of e
ro-egies, bl sadd

Thi RIL-Halls-Raves part
nership will feee 5 major chal
lengs from. French nusnalfact i
rer Safran, which has Beon
sl Listed in devolop next-ge
neratbon Nghter jot sagines
Toe e AN A progra mama,

ledla’s sErmiEgte nmiGns
MY TEQUEES sOverelEn capa:
hklity i@ eritical technolagl
" mmhld Ananl Ambeanl 8
wewiive direcior, RIL. “Ohar
imtemt with Rolls-Boyee b im
embins their world leading
experiise i sdvancos] proe
pulsion  with  Relianoes
lechaolegy manulactaring
scale and sxecutbon eapubil
lithes 1o bea il am inddgenoss

AEFo-ARglne eomyelEm 15 15
e~

Thee allinmce underscores 1n
din's eflorts fo strengiben do
mestic capabilitbes o critical
defenos e paloges arsd reda-
or dependenee on imports. I s
absn aligned with the govern
meni’s Afmamnirbhar Bharat
paish En indigenise defence ma-
mufnciaring and develop ad-
wanied prapulsion capabilini
B WA U BE CORPY

“Togeiher, with var exisiing
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i I Fadl s, 0B | i b i R A
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Bosd, sslfreliant  seTospe
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Skyways Air sets ¥131-138 price band for ¥583-cr IPO

AR FREIGHT FORWARDING and logistics company Skomeays Air Services will
launch its 583 -crore PO on August 2. It has set a price at ¥131-138 per

share, valuing the company at 21,904 crore at the lower end and 52,006 crone
at the upper end. The PO comprises a fresh issue of 2.8% crore equity shares and an
OFS of L33 crore equsty shares, The issue size & estimated at 2553 crore at the lower
end and 2583 crone at the vpper end of the price band. The anchor investor bidding
will take place on August 21, according to a public announcement on Frclay, BTI
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AIRCRAFT FACED MULTIPLE HYDRAULIC FAILURES

Al's Phuket-Delhi plane lost
control for 4 seconds: Airbus

PRESS TRLUST OF IMDIA
Mew Delhi, Avgust 14

AR INDIA'S AIRBUS A320
plane lost flight controls for
four seconds due to multiple
bydraulic system  fallures,
resulting in a sudden loss of
300 feet in altitwde whibes fly-
ing from Phuket te Delhi on
August 4, ncv:u:'ding_ T an 1nd
tial analysis.

At least 24 peopleout of the
145 people onboard were
imjured in the incident that is
bl!ll.l'.lj probed by the Aircraf

ent lnvestigathon Bursa

Thie ekl analysis repoet by
Airbus abouwt the incident
showed that the aircraft suf
fered three hydraulic system
fallures within two seconds
and the systems werne recov-
ered incseven seconds

With the hydraulic system
failures, the report sald, "eleva-
tors and aderons surfaces werne
ot for aroaend 4 seconds”

Elevators and ailerons are
key flight contrals. While cleva-
tors contral up and down
movements, ailerons control
left and right movements.

This means the Dight con-
erols were bost during Air India's
Fhuket-Delhi fght AL2 379 foc
four seconds on August 4
before the systems recovered.

fust before 9:32:44 I5T,
thiere was bpss of one hyd raulic

KEY DETAILS

B AL least 24 people
out of the 145 people
onboand wene injured
in the incident

B The system
behaviour was due
to the loss of
hydraulic pressure,
the report said

® Duwring this time,
the first officer tried
the input for full nose
diowm or pitch down
of the aireraft

| However, the flight

controls did not respond | stabilised and landed safely at Delhi

system,and at 9:32:45 IST, the
two other hydraolic systems
wertabso lost, as per the report.

Then at 9:32:51, all three
Byt swere Tecovenad,

The report sald the system
be=hunvbonrwas due to the Joss of
hypidraulic pressure as at least
bwo pressure switchies shiimwetd
lenw hydmulic status that led to
the loss of actuators.

Dairing the shom period of
multEple hydraulic system fail -
ures, the first officer tried the
input for full nose down ar
pitich derw of thee aiverafi, but
the flight controls did not
responsd, the report said

Alrbus noted that since the
post light report indicates
m|.1il:|r.||l:' faults, the analysis

focused omvarious aircraft svs
tems

In theanalysis report, dated
August 4, Alrbus has sowght
maone details from Air India

Details about the subse-
quent updates related to the
incident could not be ascer
tarmed,

AATE onAugast 11, said the
A3 20ainorafitwith registration
Y¥T-EXO) operating Al 1379
cxperienoed a sudden altitude
variation of approcimately 300
feet during erulse,

The aircraft subsequently
stabilised and anded sately at
Dethi.

The probe agency had also
sald that it was engaged kn the
;}"E‘I{'l.'lﬁl-ti{ mlll:i_'rinnlpn_'ﬁl.'r-

vation and examination of all
relevant technical operational,
medical and human-factorevi-
dlemees,

“This includes eamination
of the aircraft and its systems,
reconded flight data, relevant
operational and maintenanoe
records, medical infocmat o,
and imterviews with persons
concerned. All material ewi-
depce will be examined in kts
entinety before any conchesions
are drawn,” it had said.

Meamwhdle, the pllot-in-
command of the flight has
tested positive for a peychoac
tive substance, following which
Alr India has declded to carry
out testing of all pilots for such
substanoes



Hivag fAaa-ass wigsTo
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBA I 14 AUGUST 20256

Maha ranks
2ndin UDAN
funding

Dhindrya Gajara

Rl Ad Al
Maharmsbirs hiss emerped as
the secondHerpest benefic:
ary of the Centre's fagship
Feomll oo e ity sehoams
LITRAS seouring maore
Huin I oore 0 vishdny
e fumdng (VGF) 1o power
alr links 1o i wedeservad
ond umserved meglons. The
gaie  folloas Kamataoka

Maharashira 1632 29 cr
 Uttar Pradesh 1823 cr
Fimjasthian 1202 cr
Ciujaernt T 0cr

which stood the highes
guiner o TRIF crone unti
dume W00 Umar Pradesh
eamed over T3 croee, while
ajasc ke and Gugaras eamaed
over THRT ooore and TIE0
crore, respectively. (dficial
data Irom the Ministry al
Ovil Aviadon mevenled that
Mshorashim recened
PEI2 3 crore in YGOF dis
i e il @8 of huie X0 The
smibsiamEal alkscaion W
Afahorashirs highlights the
ey capital and opser atioml
pash mguined o BEegrae
ey interior ther-2 and therd
bocations, such as Nashiks
Chear, Sincdbsdurg’s Chhip.
Jalgaom, Hobopur, Solapir
and Amravall i the
il o | i e e Mok
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Air India plane hit
by flight-control
issues, says Airbus

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

An Airbus dossier sent to
Air India’s engineering
team, after a Phuket-Delhi
flight experienced a sud-
den 300-foot drop on Au-
gust 4, corroborated the
hydraulic and flight-con-
trol abnormalities report-
ed during the incident.
The observations were
based on the company’s
preliminary analysis of the
aircraft’s digital flight data
recorder.

According to the docu-
ment, at 9.32 a.m., the air-
craft first recorded the loss
of the hydraulic system.
This coincided with the
loss of the left-hand eleva-
tor, or horizontal tail sur-
face, which controls the
aircraft’s nose-up and
nose-down pitch, as well as
hydraulic-powered surfac-
es on the main wings that
control lift and drag and as-
sist in the aircraft’s roll or

tilt. Next second, the air-
craft recorded failures of
the remaining two hydraul-
ic systems, which resulted
in a total loss of the hy-

draulic-powered control
surfaces.
Autopilot disconnected

Airbus said some of air-
craft’s tail and wing control
surfaces were unavailable
for around four seconds,
causing the aircraft to pitch
up. The second autopilot
disconnected, and the
First Officer applied nose-
down control input, but
Airbus said the aircraft’s
control surfaces initially
did not respond directly.
After five seconds, the
hydraulic systems began
recovering one by one, res-
toring the aircraft’s flight-
control surfaces and their
ability to respond to pilot
inputs. The incident has
been categorised as “se-
rious” by the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau.
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Brief triple hydraulic failure

in Phuket-Delhi

flight: Airbus

initial assessment of flight data

Sukalp Sharma
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Airbus finds system faults on
Air India jet during drop

Abrbias SE diseoversd hydnai-
e system faulis on an Alr
el et et elroquped alsoui
206 Feed in mie -Night lasi
wirel, mecording toa prelimi-
nary assessmaent by thee plane
miker. The AZZ0—Mying
from Phuket, Thailund, 1o
Delhi—bost systems controlling its pitch and il before
regsining morrmal functions, BLOOMBERG

(BRI
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Second instance of
AT flight hydraulic

fault in 10 days

S LALITHA i@ New Delti

IM the second instance of a hydranlics glitch on
board an Air India flight within 10 davs, pilots
of an A320 flight from Banghok to New Delhi
were forced to abort the takeoff on Thursday
{ August 13) evening when they detected the mal-
funection while taxiing to the runway at the
Bangkok airport. The pilot announced it over
the public address system to keep the fliers in
the loop.

An airline source conceded “a hydraulic mal-
function™ took place on Flight AT 2335 but added
that the pilot was not supposed

o announce it. A B '

On Augnst 4, a cruising AS20 I \ l \
Phuket-Delhi flight suffered 3
three hydraulic failures with- Em
in two seconds. It led to a steep
descent resulting in injuries to 24 flvers, the ini-
tial analysis report of Airbus revealed.

A hydraulic malfunction refers to a loss of
pressurised fluid power used to move flight con-
trols, landing pear, brakes, or in some cases, a
total shutdown of the equipment.

The Al 2335, with over 250 passengers, was
scheduled to take off at 6.25 pm Bangkok time
(4.55 pm IST) on Thursday It finally took off at
7 pm local time on Friday

Rajiv Gambhir, a Delhi-based businessman.
who also owns an aircraft, told this paper, “The
flight was moving for take-off when we hearda
loud screeching halt. The pilot announced there
was a hydraulic failure. It worried us.” The
flight was left standing on one of the side bays
near the runway. P8
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Triple hydraulic failure
led to AT’s Phuket flight
plunge, says Airbus report

S LALITHA i@ Mew Deihi

AN [nitlal repart submitted to
Alr India by Alrbus, the com-
pany that designed the A320 in-
valved in the Alr India Phuket-
Delhi accident on August 10,
has stated that a temporary tri-
ple hydraulle failure on board
resulted in loss of multiple
fight controls, causing a sud-
den loss in flight altitude.

Alrbus has decoded the Dig-
ital Flight Data Recorder
(DFDER) and the post-Alight data
before submbtting Hs report.

A total of 24 people, includ-
ing four erew members, sus-
tained injuries which occurred
when flight Al 2379 went down
by 300 foet.

On August 10, this newspa-
per broke the story on the com-
plete fallure of the hydraulic
systems, which debunked the
turbulence theory spelt out by
the alrline and the aviation
ministry. The plane took off
eady on August 4 from Phuket,
and while it was nearing Odi-
sha. the hydraulie systems
falled for seven sec-
onds. The first
aystem failed
at 44 seconds,
and the other
two hydraulie
systems failed In
the next second,
causing a total
failure of the oth-

el systems.

“The elevators and ailerons
surfaces were lost for around
four seconds after that.” The el-
evator refers to the horizontal
surface which controls the
movement of the alveraft's nose
up and down. The hydraulie
systems later recovered one by
one, the report said.

Hydraulic fallure In an alr-
craft is the loss of pressurised
Auld power which impacts all
other flight operations.

Ajrbus has also asked Alr In-
dia to submit its malntenanes
activities performed on the hy-
draulic system in the past one
month. With the written report
submitted by Airbus on the
technleal failure, the theory of
the pilot testing positive for
marijuana, which mav have im-
pacted his plane aperations,
takes a backseat.

The Alreraft Accident [nves-
tigation Bureau ( AATB) is prob-
ing the incident. Its report on
the pllot is expected within a
month, and  any actlon on
him will be con-
sidered only af-

ter that, said
an alrline
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Airbus flags
hydraulics
failure in
Al2379

plunge

ASHOKE RAS B Hew Do

Imigial analysts by Alrbus of
thex Digital Data Recorder
mmgﬁlmamlhal
plymer abous F00 et during
a Phukoed-Nmw Dedhd Night has
revealed a comphete, simuli-
reeomi boss of several key flight-
control surfaces bor roughily
four seconds.

The elevators and allerons
Gt ALEITS BeCae ufyalabke
afper Bilures in all three of the
atroralft’s hydraulic systems,
while thie spoilérs were alo
affected. Duning the four
second disruption, the eleva
tors and allerons meporbedly
o] without comesponding
pilot comimnands, keaving the
ainralt temporaridy without
Al coninol response.,

COMTINUED 0N b P

Airbus flags hydraulics
failure in AI2379...

The simusdtaneous fadure of all three hydraulic
systems ls considersd an unusual devaloprment
and ks now a central feows of the Investigation.
Arrbus has not yet establshed what caused the
gystems to Fail in such rapid Successioon

Hydraulic power is essential o the operation
of the AZ20% primary Right contrals. The eleva-
tors. control the airralts pitch, the ailerons
el its rodl, and spodlers alber Hit and drag (o
help control the afrcraft's speed and descent
Alrbus said the AT0s hydraulic systems ane
designed with redundancy, meaning the loss of
oave system would not normally cause a signdfi-
cant boss of flight control. The unusual featere of
ihis incident was the near-sSmultansous disnp:
thon of all thies systems, Alriss has nol yet estab-
lished wiy the three hydraulic systems werne
affected. The alrcradt’s autopliot subsequenthy dis-
connected &% the fight-control symens were dis.
rupted. Thie co-pilat, who was Qying the sireraf,
then pushed his side-stick ferward alter stall
warnings wemne reportedly generated in the
cockpit, A stall ooours when an aincraft’s wings
are no longer prodiscing sulficent B to main-
tain controlled Akghe. in such a situation, pushing
the nose down s a standamd recovery action
dhessined to redude the angie of attack and restore
alrfiowr over the wings.

However, the co-phlor’s controd input inidally
prodheced no corresponcding nose-down move
ment because the alrcrafc's hydraulic systems
were unavailable. The atrcralt's llight controls
beecamie responsive only after ol three bydraulic
SytEms reoventd several seconds lates.

Thie Andings provide th clearest indicagion 5o
far of what happened during the critical seconds
of the August £ inCident, but westigators aze still
examining the sMrcraft’s sysems, Sensors, wirng,
maintenance history and recarded Night data
berfore determining the underlying cause,

The incident injured 24 . with 17 reguir-
ing hospitalisation. Thie adrcralt was carmying 137
passengers and elght crew members,

The manufacturer has asked Alr lndia to
conduct fumher inspections, inghuding checks of

the hydraulic Systems, pressure sensore, switch:
o4 and wiring, Becint maintenance imnvohing the
hyrtraulic systems is also boiie examined. Airbus
has additionally asked for Inspections for possi-
ble strsctural damage after the aircraft expeti-
enced hortes aboyve specified limigs,

The Adrcralt Accident bwestigathon Bureau
[AALB) i beading the investigation, with assitance
from Alrbars and Fringe's BEA. Investigators ane
examining the aircrale, maintenance reconds,
figthe-data recorder, cockpdt voloe recorder and
other technical evidence,

Air India initially described the svent as turbu-
fenoe-relared byt later relermed (o a sidden loss
of akitude. The AAIB has cauthoned against
drawing conclusions before the Envestigation ks
conglete. The caplain's drug screening has also
received artention after a preliminany test
refurmed a non-negative result for a psychoactive
substance, However, investigniors have nof
established any connection beoween the resuill
and the altitude boss. The Alrbus Brdings confirm
that the aimgraft temporarily lost importans
fEghs-contral funcrons, but thisy do not idendti-
Iy the underlying cause. invesigators will now
determing whether a component fallune, sensor
o wiring problem, maintenance Bsoe, Cockpil
input of ancther fCter cauied the whsssal
hydraulic disruption.

Untll the AM B completes its investigation, the
Airbus asiessmént remaing poelirminary and
should not be treated as a fnal explanation of
the incident.

15 AUGUST 2026
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Dope test for all Al pilots
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Air India to induct
100 more planes
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Drugs, alcohol & the cockpit

SHEKHAR SINGH

r-l PILOT tests positive for manjuana after

flying a passenger aireraft. Does that mean

was fIving under its influence? Not nec-

essanly, But it does raise a more uncomfortable

question: is India's system designed to catch an

unfit pilot before take-nff, or only deteet prohibit-
ed substanee use after the flight?

The Air India Phuket-Delhi incdent has put
India's psychoactive-substance testing regime
under the spotlight, raising questions over how
pilots are tested, how a positive mesult s oone
firmed, what happens afterwards and whether
India’s rules are as stnnpent as those followed by
aviation repulators abroad,

The captain of Air India flight AT2379, which
suffered a sudden [oss of around 300 feet of alti-
tude on August 4, underwent a psychoactive-sub-
stance test after landing. The initial screening
was “not negative”. The confirmatory test
returned positive for marfjuana,

That finding, by itself, does not establish that the
pilot was impaired while flying or that manjiiana
had any connection with the aireraft's altitude
loss. The technical aspects of the incident are
being investigated separately.

That distinction matters because a dope test is
nota simple test of whether someone is fit orunfit
to flyv. It detects a substance or its metabolites. Tt
does not necessarily establish when it was con-
sumed or whether the person was impaired at
that particular moment.

SUBSTANCE TESTING IN INDIA

India's formal framework for psvehoactive-sub-
stanee testing in aviation came mto foe in 2022,
Under the DGCA's Civil Aviation Bequirement
{CAR), aiines have o conduct mndom testing of
at least 10 per cent of flight crew and air traffic con-
trollers every yvear The specified substances
indude cannabisTHC, comaine, amphetamines
and amphetaminetype stimulants, opiates and
metabolites, barhiturates and benzodineepines,

The process has two stages. Thefirst is ascreen-
ing test. A “non-negative” result is not treated as
the final finding. The sample undergoes confir-
matory testing before it can be treated as a cone
firmed positive.

This distinction became important when the

ISTOCK

Are Indiaspilot fitness
checks tough enough?

Indian Pilots Guild and Air Traffic Contmolers
Guild challenped the DGCA's framewn e before
the Delhi High Court in 2022, The court recorded
coneems over the availahility of qualified Medical
Review Officers (MROs), the possibility of legiti-
mate medicines affecting test results, differences
between laboratones and safepuards available to
personnd facing action.

The High Court held that there was no impedi-
ment toimplementing the CAR,

WHAT IF THE TEST IS POSMVE
A first confirmed positive can trigger medical eval-
uation, counselling and rehabilitation or de-addie-
tion measures, asapplicable, Theindividual hasto
fulfil the presenbed requirements and obtain the
necessary cleamnee before returning to safety-
sensitive duties.

A second confirmed posithve can result in sus-
pension of the icence forthree vears, Athird con-
firmed positive can lead to cancellation of the
licence. The MRO mechanism is crucial here,
The MRO can examine whether lepitimate ther-
apeutic treatment or another innocuous source
could eaqplain the result

But does this system po far enough fora pimo fies-
sion where one pilot can be responsible for hun-
dreds of lives? The biggest complication is
cinnabis, A urine test can detect cannabis
metabolites long after the intoxicating effects
have disappeared. A positive result can therefore
establish exposure or use without proving
imparment & the time of flying,

5o, should a pilot who tests positive for manjus-
na after landing automatically be described as
having flown under its influence? No, unless the
investipation establishes it. But should a con-
firmed positive be treated seriously even if
impairment cannot be proved? Clearly, ves,

THE GLOBAL SYSTEMS
In the US, the minimum random drug-testing
rate for covered emplovees is 25 percent. The sys-
tem provides for preemployment, random, rea-
sonable-suspicion and post-accident testing. Its
position on marfuana is particulady strict,

El aviation rules require operators to have sys-
tems to prevent and detect psychoactive-sub-
stanee misuse, mcluding systematic and random
testing of flight and cabin crew: The framework
links substance use with wider medical and psy-
chological fitness,

This raises the key question: should India rely
primarily on random and post-duty testing, or
should it have stronger mechanisms to establish
fitness before a pilot enters the cockopit?

There is ourrenily no blanket requirement
underthe psychoactive-substance CAR fora pilot
to undergo a drug test before every flight. And
there is a selentific reason why simply intmodue
ing a pre-flight urine test may not solve every-
thing, A positive cannabis result could indicate
eardier use rather than current impairment

S0 perhaps the answer is not simply more test-
ing. but smartertesting, Could India increase mn-
dom testing bevond the present 10 per cent?
Should there be greater use of targeted tests
where there 15 reasonable suspicion? Should
post-incident testing be strengthened? Should
there be a defined cannabis abstinence period
similar to Canada's 28-day rule?

Dr Vandana Singh, Chairperson-Aviation Car-
go, Fedemtion of Aviation Industry in India, calls
the Phuket incident a* semous wake-up call”. She
told The Tribume that the larper issue is preven-
tion while ensuring that someone who may be
medieally or operationally unfit does not reach
the cockpit of a passen ger aireraft,

She has called for stronger fitness-for-duty pro-
tocols covering medication, substance use,
fatipue and overall fitness, including nsk-based
random testing, stricter medical reporting and
real-time verification of crew fitness,

The Civil Aviation Ministry has now asked
the DGCA to review the psychoactive-sub-
stance testing framework and examine proto-
cols followed in other countries. Air India has
already moved bevond the regulatory mini-
mum, omdenng psychoactive-substance screen-
ing for all its pilots,
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