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Smuggled exotic reptiles
seized at B’luru Airport

ustoms officials at Kem-
C pegowda International

Airport have inter-
cepted a passenger arriving
from Bangkok and seized a
consignment of exotic and
protected reptiles, includ-
ing snakes, that were being
smuggled into the country.
The seizure took place on
Tuesday during routine
baggage screening, when
officials discovered boxes
hidden inside the passen-
ger's luggage containing the

live animals.

Authorities confirmed
that the reptiles were being
brought into India illegally
and were immediately con-
fiscated. The passenger is
currently under investiga-
tion for wildlife trafficking
offences. The seized animals
have since been handed
over to the Forest
Department, which will take
appropriate measures for
their care and initiate fur-
ther legal action. BMB
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BLR Airport exports record 31.5L
mangoes to 51 global destinations

Pess Trust of India
BENGALURU

Kempegowda International
Afrport exported 821 metric
tonnes of mangoes—equiva-
lent to 315 lakh fruits—this
season, airport officials said
on Wednesday.

The figure marks a 12 per
cent increase over last vear's
exports, they added. The
mangoes were sourced from
Karnataka's mango belts
and neighbouring regions.

“The success of this man-
g0 season speaks of the col-

laborative efforts of our
regulatory  bodies, airline
partners, cargo handlers,

trade promotion councils,
trade bodies, and farming
communities,” said Satvaki

Raghunath, chief operating
officer of Bangalore Interna-
tional Airport Lid (BIAL).

Shipments reached 51
international  destinations,
with 19 new locations added
to the network this vear. The
top five destinations were
Dulles (IAD), Dallas-Fort
Worth [DFW), San Fran-
cisco (SFO), Chicago (ORD),
and Seattle (SEA), according
to BIAL.

Exoticreptiles seized from
passenger at B’luru airport

NT Correspondent
BENGALURU

Customs officials at Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port near Devanahalli said
thev had seized several ex-
otic and protected reptiles,
including snakes, from a
passenger who arrived from
Banglkol.

The seizure was made
on Tuesday during lug-
gage screening, when
reptiles  were  found
packed in boxes concealed
inside the passenger’s bag-
gage, they said.

The animals, smuggled

illegally
were confiscated, and the
passenger is under investi-
gation.

The seized reptiles have

into the country,

been handed over to the
Forest Department for fur-
ther action, thev added.
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MOST RESORTS AND HOTELS FROM GOA TO GIR-SOMNATH HAVE ‘OCCUPANCY FULL’ SIGNS

Travel rush this weekend strains wallets

Niyati.Parikh
@timesofindia.com

Abhmedabad:If youarethin-
king of putting together a
last-minute escape for the
upcoming Aug 15-17 long we-
ekend, think again, or brace
yvourself for packed resorts
and pricetags that bite. From
beach shacks in Goa to pala-
ces in Rajasthan and eco-sta-
ysin Gujarat, the state’sfavo-
urite short-haul destina-
tions are already booked to
the hilt.

For those who imagine a
break as a quiet communion
with nature, perhaps a misty
morning in the hills or alazy
afternoon by a lake, this wee-
kend may serve up the oppo-
site: swelling crowds, infla-
ted rates, and scarce breat-
hing space. Travel operators
say that hotels and homesta-
ys in popular spots across
Gujarat, Rajasthan, and Goa
are almost entirely sold out.

In Rajasthan, Udaipur,
Kumbhalgarh, Jaipur, Jodh-
pur, Jawai, Jhadol, and
Dungarpur are booked to ca-
pacity. Closer to home, Gir-
Soemnath, Diu, Daman, Sapu-
tara, Polo Forest, Kutch, and
the Statue of Unity are sho-

FARE AFFAIR

”“m“iﬁ?
al5.4%
""“"‘m :
& 19.2%

. | 13,000
s
. 7,500
oo By

that even a last-mi
destination would

Esha Shah | co

Chennai i
29647 PRIIRT

Bungakru ] 1440
abL9%

13,000
.

* When booked two days before travel;
Source: Online portals, travel operators

Normal Fare*
 Current air fare

Image: Al

My work lets me take weekdays off, so |
usually plan trips in the off-season or
midweek. But on a long weekend like this, | am sure

nute dash to any holiday
mean bumping into half of

Ahmedabad there

RPORATE TRAINER

We usually avoid long

weekend rush to travel
to any destination mid-year
unless It is a well-planned
holiday to a remote destination
or a visit to another city to
meet friends and family. This
time, we are staying in
or probably
considering a
staycation over the
break

Anusha lyer |
PROFESSIONAL

I have planned my

leaves around the long
weekend to take a holiday in
Lisbon. | am looking forward to
sipping wine, wandering past
pastel-coloured buildings, and
soaking in the serene
views of the
Atlantic, a
welcome escape
from my
everyday routine
Deboshri Das |
HR EXECUTIVE

wing ‘occupancy full'sign.
“Late planners may still
find a bed for the night, but it
will come at nearly twice the
usual tariff,” said Ankit Ba-

jaj, a travel industry consul-
tant. Goa, perennially favou-
red forits mix of beachesand
nightlife, isseeingboth flight
fares and room tariffs soar.

Virendra Shah, another tra-
velexpert, said, “People have
taken Thursday or Monday
off to make The three-day
weekend longer.”

Airport travel to
become smoother

Ahmedabad: Adani Digi-
tal Labs (ADL), the tech
arm of Adani Airport Hol-
dings, unveiled a suite of
digital initiativestoenhan-
ce passenger experience
across itsairports.

The rollout includes
Adani Rewards, India's
first airport-focused loval-
ty programme, a revamped
Adani OneApp, and a digi-
tal lounge booking system.
Theupgradesaimtocutqu-
eues, improve access io
amenities, and personalise
travel.

“Our goal is to reduce
travel anxiety and deliver
an exclusive digital-first
experience,” said Srushti
Adani, director, ADL.

The OneApp now offers
live flight updates, Wi-Fi
access, F&B and duty-free
shopping, pre-booked lo-
unge access, gate delivery,
group orders, and Park &
Fly parking. ADL also ope-
ned a new 150-seater office
in Ahmedabad to drive fu-
ture innovations in airport
hospitality tuy
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KIA exports
record 3L.5L
mangoes

Bengaluru: Kempegow-
da International Airport
(KTA) wrapped up its
most successful mango
export season to date,
shipping 921 metric ton-
nes (MT) of the fruit to 51
destinations worldwide,
a 12 per cent increase
from 822 metric tonnes in
2024, The record volumes
translate to 315 lakh
mangoes exported in FY
2025, sourced from Kar-
nataka's mango belts and
neighbouring regions.
The exports reached a
record number of mar-
kets this year, with 19 des-
tinations added tothe air-
port's network, marking
a 21% jump in global re-
ach. A total of 24 airlines
participated in transpor-
ting the consignments,
with US emerging as the
top market, The five lea-
ding destinations were

Dulles, Dallas-Fort
Worth, San Francisco,
Chicago and Seattle.

Satyaki Raghunath,
COO of BIAL, said, “At
KIA, we take great pride
in being a trusted link
between our farmers and
global consumers. This
season’s achievement is
the result of collabora-
tion between regulatory
bodies, airline partners,
cargo handlers, trade bo-
dies and farming com-
munities.” ™n
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6 flights from
city cancelled,
9 re-routed

Hyderabad: Bad weather in
the city hit air traffic move-
ment through the day At least
six flights from Hvderabad —
three departures and three ar-
rivals — were cancelled on
Wednesday while nine other
flights headed to the city's
Shamshabad airport were di-
verted to different locations.
Among the sectors that we-
re affected were Ahmedabad,
Cochin, Patna and Chennai as
flights to and from these desti-
nations were cancelled owing
to poor weather conditions.
Meanwhile, flights from Mum-
bai, Delhi, Kanpur, Goa, Paina
and Coimbatore among others
were diverted to Vijavawada,
Bengaluru and Tirupati.

WEATHER HITS AIR TRAFFIC

All the flights later brought
passengers back to Hydera-
bad. Meanwhile, RGIA issued
anadvisory toall passengersto
stay updated on the weather
and travel to and from the air-
port accordingly. “Please fac-
tor in additional time for travel
and explore alternate options
if required,” the advisory sta-
ted. RGIA issued a separate no-
tice for those travelling on Aug
14. Tt advised passengers to ex-
pect longer wait times at secu-
rity touchpoints, “in light of
high alert issued on account of
Independence Day."” twn
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Drizzle, bad weather
disrupt flights in Hyd

SABA ANJUM SHAIK and
M. SRINIVAS | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 13

Heavy rain and bad weath-
er on Wednesday caused
major disruptions at Rajiv
Gandhi International
Ajrport (RGIA), resulting
in multiple flight delays,
diversions and cancella-
tions, leaving passengers
siranded. According to
RGIA officials, 11 flights
diverted due to poor
weather later returned to
Hyderabad. These includ-
ed services from Delhi,
Ahmedabad, Coimbatore,
Patna, North Goa,
Agartala, Kanpur, Jammu,
Mumbai, Chennai and
Vadodara.

Many passengers took to
social media to voice their
frustration over the delays
and disruptions. “Hydera-
bad to Tirupati is sched-
uled at 1.55 pm, but it is
delayved to 5.30 pm. We
have had some urgent
work in Tirupati, but it is
so late for us right now
and there is no support.
This is so ridiculous,”
tweeted a  passenger
named Gokul.

Another passenger,
Manoj S.K., whose flight
was diverted to
Vijavawada, said, “I am
travelling from

Coimbatore to Hyderabad.
The flight is diverted and I
have a connecting flight to
Ahmedabad. We were told
we might return to
Hyderabad after an hour,
but I am concerned about
my onward journey to
Ahmedabad.”

In addition, four flights
scheduled to arrive from
Ahmedabad, Kochi,
Chennai and Patna, and
four flights scheduled to
depart for Patna,
Ahmedabad, Kochi and
Chennai were cancelled.
Passenger R. Mukund,
whose flight to Kochi was
cancelled, said, “I have a
wedding to attend, and
ggiﬁ' my plans are disrupt-

Other travellers voiced
frustration over delays
and the lack of informa-
tion. Aparna Sanghi said,
“Flight from Hyderabad to
Indore was delayed multi-
ple times. There was no
ground staff to answer our
gueries.” Arindam Saha
added, “My flight from
Hvderabad to Kolkata was
delaved due to bad weath-
er, causing inconven-
ience.”

Passengers were advised
to check flight statuses
before heading to the air-
port, as weather condi-
tions remain unstable.

14 AUGUST 2025
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IndiGo ready to resume
flights to China

ndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers on
Wednesday said the airline stands
eady to resume direct flights
between India and China. On Tuesday,
people familiar with the matter said
India and China are in an "advanced
stage" of negotiations to resume
direct flights between the two
countries soon,
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Over 350 flights delayed
due to rains, traffic jams

Jasjeev Gandhiok and
Aaditya Khatwani

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: More than 350 flights
were delayed at Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International (IGI) Air-
port on Thursday after heavy
morning rainfall triggered mas-
sive traffic jams across the
National Capital Region, prevent-
ing both passengers and flight
crew from reaching the airport.
Even hours after the rain had
stopped, gridlock on key roads left
many unable to reach the airport
in time, with several missing their
flights altogether.

Delhi airport authorities issued
advisories urging travellers to opt
for the Metro instead of road
transport. The Metro's Magenta
Line is connected to the airport
Terminal 1 and the Airport
Express Line (Orange) connects
to Terminal 3.

“Heavy rainfall and waterlog-
ging across the Delhi-National
Capital Region since morning led

to traffic jams on roads to and
from the Delhi airport. Our
on-ground teams are working dili-
gently, with all stakeholders to
ensure smooth journey of passen-
gers. We recommend that passen-
gers consider alternative modes of
transportation, such as the Delhi
Metro, to avoid potential delays,”
the Delhi airport’s post on X said.
Data from the flight tracking
website FlightRadar24 showed by
6pm, at least 377 flights were
delayed - with an average delay
time of 32 minutes. Passengers
used social media to share their
ordeal, stating cars remained
stuck in traffic for several hours -
in some cases longer than the
actual flight journey.
Among the flights delayed was
also a Delhi to Bagdogra flight,
after a crew member was unable
to reach the airport. The flight
eventually departed in the even-
ing. “A flight crew member got
stuck in traffic. This was the only
instance of a flight being delayed
due to the staff. In other cases,

flights were delayed due to the
weather,” an airline official said.

A passenger, Arun, posted on X
that he was able to move only
Zkm in three hours. “3 hours for 2
km at Delhi Airport. Missed my
domestic flight. @DelhiPolice —
this isn't traffic management, it's
a masterclass in incompetence.
#DelhiAirport,” the post said.

Dheeraj Gaur, another user,
said he reached office after travel-
ling 6.5km in L5 hours. “The
entire Thimayya Marg in the
Delhi Cantonment area and the
traffic signal outside Airforce Sta-
tion Palam is choked. People are
walking with luggage in hands to
reach the airport on time,” said
Gaur around 11.30am.

“I've been stuck at Palam Air-
port Road near Krishan temple
for the last two hours, Delhi Traf-
fic Police personnel are nowhere
to be seen. It’s total chaos here —
vehicles are moving left, right and
centre, One person was driving on
the wrong side, too,” said another,
at LO4pm.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MCRNING STANDARD DELHI 15 AUSUST 2025

Flyers face delays
as crew struggles
to reach airport

S LALITHA i@ New Delk

FLIGHT departures from Delhi
saw massive delays on Thurs-
day for an unusual reason—pi-
lots and cabin crew were unable
to reach the airport on time dus
to traffic snarls caused by hours
of heavy rain and waterlogged
roads. In some cases, passen-
gers too arrived late at Indira
Gandhi International Airport
and missed their flights.

A source said a Spicedet
flight from Delhi to Bagdogra
(5G 914) was delayed by over
three hours after one cockpit
crew member was stuck in traf-
fic. “The flight cannot operate
without both crew members. It
finally took off at 6.18 pm, in-
stead of the scheduled 3.10 pm,
and reached Bagdogra at 8.55
pm,” the source said.

Akaza Air reported delays of
over 40 minutes for two Delhi-
Mumbai departures—gQP 1411
and QP 1972—due to late arriv-
al of cabin crew. “Some passen-
gers too were delayed. Our staff
assisted them in clearing secu-
rity checks on priority,” an air-
line source said. An Alr India
Express spokesperson said no
significant delays were report-
ed for the airline, but confirmed
that in some cases crew faced
difficulty reaching the airport
due to the rain.

Delhi airport posted on X:
“Due to heavy rainfall and wa-
terlogging across the Delhi-
MNCR. road traffic to and from
Delhi airport has been observed
10 be slower than usual.”
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SpiceJet expands fleet with lease of five more
Boeing 737s ahead of winter travel surge

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

Country's low-cost
carrier-Spicejet has
finalised a lease agree-
ment for five additional
Boeing 737 aircraft,
further bolstering its fleet
in preparation for the
upcoming winter travel
season. The new aircraft
will be inducted under
damp lease arrange-
ments, with most set to
join the fleet in October
2025, and a few arriving
several weeks earlier.
The lease term extends
through May 2026, allow-
ing the airline to serve
not only peak winter
demand but also carry
the capacity through the
early summer travel

season next year.

This latest move
follows last month's
announcement that
Spice|et would induct five
Boeing 737s on damp
lease from another oper-
ator, bringing the total
new fleet additions to
ten aircraft. The airline is
also in advanced negoti-
ations ro lease addition-
al aircraft ahead of the
Winter 2025 schedule.

“Spice|et is fully geared
to meet the surge in
travel demand for the
upcoming winter and
early summer seasons,”
said Debojo Maharshi,
Chief Business Officer of
Spicejet. “With the induc-
tion of these additional
Boeing 737s, we are

ensuring that our pas-
sengers have maore
choices, greater connec-
tivity, and a reliable, on-
time travel experience.”

The expanded fleet is
expected to support
Spice]et’s efforts to boost
frequencies on high-
demand routes, improve
connectivity to tier-2 and
tier-3 cities, and main-
tain operational efficien-
cy during the peak travel
months.

The airline's continued
focus on short-term
leasing options reflects a
flexible growth strategy
as it seeks to adapt to
market dynamics while
enhancing passenger
experience and route
competitiveness.
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DGCA warns Al on
pilot duty violations

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has warned Air In-
dia against misusing exemp-
tions given for pilot flight du-
ty rules under special cir-
cumstances. After Pakistan
hadclosed itsairspace to Indi-
an carriers on April 24, 2025,
the regulator had granted an
exemption from flight duty
time limitation (FDTL)
norms so that Air India could
continue its affected flights
between the West and India.

However under the pre-
text of this exemption allow-
ing it to keep pilots flying
longer, Air India reduced the
number of cockpit crew from
the unaffected Bengaluru-
London flight — which didn't
enter Pakistan airspace —
from three to two on two
flights. A livid regulator
pulled up Al for what a senior
official described as “over-
smartness”. This FOTL ex-
emption ended June 12, the
day Al 171 crashed.

Nine days after the Ahme-
dabad erash, the DGCA had
issued Al a show-cause for op-
erating two Bengaluru-Lon-
donflights on May 16 and 17 by

Regulator DGCA says Air India
misused Pak air space closure
exemption, reduced crew

making pilots fly for longer
than the 10 hours allowed as
per the FDTL given to Al at
that point of time.

On Aug 11, the DGCA told
Al that its “response to (that)
show-cause notice has been
duly examined and found to
be unsatisfactory in address-
ing the regulatory lapses and
deficiencies noted”.

It also noted that the air-
line's “accountable manager
(CEO Campbell Wilson)
failed to ensure compliance
with the rules”. “Accordingly,
the accountable manager of
Al is hereby warned and ad-
vised to exercise utmost dili-
gence and responsibility in
ensuring strict compliance
with the applicable civil avia-
tion requirements (DGCA
rules),” the DGCA warning
letter said.

14 AUGUST 2025
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DGCA warns
Al on pilot flight
duty violations

‘Misused Air Space Closure Exemption’

File pic

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The DGCA has war-
ned Air India against misusing
exemptions given for pilot flight
duty rules under special cir-
cumstances. After Pakistan clo-
sed its airspace to Indian carri-
ers on April 24, 2025, DGCA
granted an exemption from
flight duty time limitation
(FDTL) norms to pilots so that
Al could continue its affected
flights between West and India.
However under the pretext
of this exemption allowing it to
keep pilots flving longer, Air In-
dia reduced the numberof cock-
pit crew from the unaffected
Bengaluru-London  flight —
which didn't enter Pakistan air-
space—from three totwoontwo
flights. A livid regulator pulled
up Al for what a senior official
described as “oversmartness”,
This FDTL exemption ended
June 12, the day AI 171 crashed.

DGCA pulled up Al for what an offi-
cial described as ‘oversmartness’

Nine days after the Ahmedabad
crash, the DGCA had issued Ala
show-cause for operating two
Bengaluru-London flights on
May 16 and 17 by making pilots
fly for longer than the 10 hours
allowed as per the FDTL given to
Aldr India at that point of time,

On Augll, the DGCA told Air
India its “response to (that)
show-cause notice has been du-
ly examined and found to be un-
satisfactory™.

An Al spokesperson said the
carrier remains fully compliant
with the rules.
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Heavy rain pushes Aug
Into ‘excess’ zone; temp
drops, flights affected

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The city was
drenched by the fifth heaviest
rainfall of the vear on Thurs-
day, knocking down trees, slo-
wing ftraffic and delaying
over 350 flights,

The downpour meant that
Delhi has recorded a total rain-
fall of 254.8mm till 5.30pm on
Thursday against the August
monthly normal of 233.1mm.
The city also went past its annu-
alrainfall mark of 774.4mm, the
weather logshowing818.Immto
date — the fastest Delhi has
crossed the annual mark since
2021. Aug will continue to be wet
with the Met office predicting
light rain till Aug 20, including
some spells of very light to light
rain on Independence Day,

The city's base weather
station at Safdarjung recor-
ded 13.1mm of precipitation
in the 24 hours till 8.30am, but
logged 79.4mm over the next
nine hours till 5.30pm. Ex-
perts attributed Thursday's
driving rain to the monsoon
trough moving closer to the
city, “The monsoon trough
moved south of Delhi,” expla-
ined Mahesh Palawat, vice-
president, climate change
and meteorology, Skymet.
“With easterly winds to per-
sist and a low-pressure area
also building up, we will con-
tinue to see scattered light to
moderate rains in Delhi over

the nextthree tofourdays.”

Most city weather stations
logged moderate rain on
Thursday, with only some re-
cording heavy rainfall. Palam
logged 49.4mm till 8.30 am and
4omm in the next nine hours.
Lodhi Road recorded 12.6nmm
till .30am, but added 66.8mm
to that by 5.30pm. Avanagar re-
corded 57.4mm till 8.30am and
Bemm subsequently, while the
Ridge recorded 17.4mm till
#.30am and 37.2mm thereafter
till the evening. In west Delhi's
Pusa, the station measured ra-
infall at 5mm till 8.30am only to
see 49mm of additional preci-
pitation till 5.30pm.

The maximum temperatu-
re fell by over seven degrees
Celsius. The maximum tempe-
rature was at 27.7 degrees Cel-
sius, a full six below normal
and over 7 degrees lower than
the 35 degrees Celsius of the
previous day. The minimum
temperature was 23.6 degrees
Celsius, which was three deg-
rees below normal and also al-
maost three degrees lower than
Wednesday's 26.8 degrees.

According to the weather
department, the maximum
temperature on Friday is lik-
ely tobe 31-33 degrees Celsius.

The rain helped Delhi’s
air quality return to the ‘sa-
tisfactory’ category from the
‘moderate’ of Wednesday
The AQT, on a scale of 0to 500,
read 90 on Thursday against
120 aday earlier.
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IN TALKS TO RESUME DIRECT FLIGHTS

China on Thursday said it was in close communication with
India to resume direct flights between the two countries,
amid speculation that the two sides are preparing to restart
alr connectivity soon after a gap of five years.
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SC asks Centre, DGCA to respond
to plea on U’khand copter crashes

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 14 crashes, particulady in Thtarak-
TheSupreme Courthassought  hand's Kedamath, “The con-
responses from the Centreand  cern is over a series of crashes,
the DGCA, among others, ona  partieulady in Kedamath,” the
plea over a senes of helicopter  petiioners counselsaid, — PTT
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