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AAT says airport expansion projects
are on track to boost operations

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Beturmibiai

The Alrports Aurhority of In-
dila {(AAT) has said construc-
thom of terminaks and expan
sion of faclliies at 14
facilities Is on track for com-
pletion in CY 2026, Prime
Minister Naremdra Modi in-
apgurared the new terminal
at Jodhpur alrport on July 4.
Alr Indila and IndiGo moved
operations there on Sunday.

In the coming months,

new  facilities would be
opened at 14 airports, in-
duding Chenpal and Goa
“The projects are on track
This will support the expan-
shon plans of new akrlines and
the second phase of UDAN,"
sabd an AAL official.

NETWORK EXPANSION

Domestic aidines added over
30 abreraft In firsr half of
2026. Network expansion
has been led by Akaga Alr and
IndiGGo. Akasa Alr ks varger-
ing 30 per cent expangion in

this fiscal vear. AAl |s carry-
Ing ouz T4500 erore capex In
FY27 to support the growth.
This ks in addition 1o around
¥4500 crore incurred Bast
vear, “The capex has primar-
iy focused on capacicy ex-
panston and modernisarion
of airport  infrastructure,
This includes construction
of new terminals, expansion
or upgradazion of existing
termmnals, airside infrastruc-
ture like runways, aprons,
taxiways and other facilic-
les,” the officia] said.
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British Airways flight
suffers bird hit just
before landing in city

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A British Airways flight from London suffered a
bird hit in the early hours of Monday when the
aircraft was just about to land at Chennai air-
port. As a result, the subsequent flight from
Chennai to London was cancelled since the
same aircraft was scheduled to be deployed.

Around 3.30 a.m., as the flight was in its fi-
nal approach, the bird hit occurred and it dam-
aged the nose cone of the aircraft.

Officials of Airports Authority of India (AAT)
said 226 passengers were deboarded from the
flight and a team of engineers inspected the
aircraft. “One of the spares had to be changed
but it wasn't immediately available. Hence the
flight from Chennai to London, which had to
depart at 5.30 a.m. was cancelled. While some
passengers stayed in a hotel, some left via oth-
er cities and some will depart in the morning
flight on Tuesday,” an official said.
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Centre says no communication
with TN on Parandur airport

Dur Bureau
Chenmai

The Union Civil Awiation
Ministry has not received any
intimation from the newly-
clected Tamil Nadu govern-
ment, led by the Tamilaga
Vettn Kazhagam (TVK), on
whetherit intends to proceed
with the proposed T27,000
crore greenfield airport at
Parandur or pot it on hold,
according to highly placed
SOUTTES.

“Wie have not received any
intimation from the Stare
government  ghout its plan
for the second airport. We
are not aware whether they
are putting it on hold or pro-

ing with it. We have
glready issued the approval
for the land” Ministry
sources said.

The ball s now i the
State’s court, and any de-
cision on the project’s futore
rests with the State govern-
ment, the sources added.

The clarification comes
amid growing specolztion
over the fate of the proposed
airport after the formation of
the TVE government.

Statements by senior Min-
isters have indicated that en-
vironmentzl concerns can-
not be compromised for
development projects, mean-
ing that the project could be
shelved end an alternative
site identified.

MAJOR I:IEC.ISI.ﬂiII. Gowern mr.'n.tasources said there is no legal

restriction preventing the TVK administration from discontinuing
the project despite its Special Project Status viseeses s

Meanwhile, businessline
has learnt from sources that a
de ion of senior Tarml
Nadu government officials is
scheduled to visit New Delhi
on Mondsy to hold discus-
sions with Central govern-
ment officials on various pro-
jects su ed by agencies
such as Waorld Bank and
the Asian  Development
Bank. It remaims unclear
whether the Parandur air-
port project will be part of
those discussions.

PROJECT REVIEW
Chicf Minister C Joseph Vi-
jay had, before assuming of-
fice, backed villagers and
farmers opposing the project
aver concerns on loss of bve-
lihood and envircnmental
impact. Since taking charge,
there has been speculation
that he has reviewed the pro-
ject, although no details Em:
been made public.

Senlor State gowvernment
officials have denied that any

such discussions have taken

ce.
One of the final te
notifications issued by the
previous DME government
declared the Parandur New
Greenficld Airport Project a
“Sperial Project” under the
Tamil Nadu Land Consolida-
ton (for Special Projects)
Act, 2023, The notification
was issued on March 2, days
before the Model Code of
Conduct came into force,
Howrever, ent
sources said there is no legal
restriction  preventing  the
new administration from dis-
continuing the project des-
ite its Special Project status,
? hudussg'}r r:prcj;cﬂmmrcs
have wamned that scrapping
the airport would be a set-
back for Chennai, arguing
that the city had already lost
nger and cargo traffic to
neighbouring Hyderabad and
Bengralury, and that a second
girport would help arrest
that trend
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Bhogapuram airport will offer
a digitally enabled experience

SEAMLESS EXPERIEMNCE. Travellers will have access to
seff-service kinsks, auromated baggage handiing systems,
modern security screening and spacious check-in areas

—
G Maga Sridhar
Hyderabad

The soon-to-be ina
v igin, o
airport promises to be more
than a gatewny to Andhra
FTB‘]EE"LEH

Blending iconic architec-
ture with cutti re tech-
nobogy, it is set to offer trav-
cllers o scamless, digitally
enabled experience, while
emerging as @ catalyst for
trade, tourism, logistics and
business growth across the
region.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to inaugur-
ate the greenfield sirport, de-
veloped by the GMR Group
on an imvestment of T4,750
crore in the first phase across
2203 acres. The ruling NDA
government in the Stute had
speeded up the construction
of the airport, the founda-
tion stone forwhich was laid
i May 2023,

The sirports most strik-
ing feature is its terminal, in-
spired bg;h, t form of
a H}mg lising the

:ch:ml:y of North
Andhra Pradesh.

Travellers will have access
to self-service kiosks, auto-
tems, M Secunty
screening  and  spacious
check-in arcas aimed at redu-
cing wuiting time and fm-
proving passenger flow.

The termunal has been
planned to efficiently handle
both domestic und interna-
tional operations  while

providing a comfortable
travel cxperience.

has been built for long-term
growth. A 3.800-m runway,
among the lo in the re-
gion, is capable of accom-
modating  large wide-body
gireraft, including long-haul
international flights.

The airport is also
E,qmpp:dm an advanced
category-1 instrument land-
| m, enabl safer
m:cmftng mup:rmn:sngdmng
decrmcmm:r conditions.

ed with expansion
in mind, the airport can ini-
tiglly handle around 4.75
million passengers anmually,
with &wpasnmst:ﬂﬁcp!an provid-
ing scope for substantial ca-
pacity enhincement in fu-
ture phases as traffic grows.

Besides serving  passen-
gers, the airport is expected
L0 CIMETET a5 A0 CCOnomic
catalyst for Morth Andhra
Pradesh by attracting imvest-

ity, avistion services and
cargo handling.

The ‘I.?is:akhspamnm Eco-
nomic Region has em
6 3 major Myestment
the State, with nearly 40 p:r
cent of the ¥24 lakh crore in-
vestments attracted by the
State in the last two years,
goconding to official data
The logistics as well as main-
tenanoe, repair and overhanl
{MR& businesses are ex-
to take off as GME has
earmarked 25 acres for MEO
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Transport Ministry plans 4 au*port—sty le private bus ports; Nagpur to lead

.Iul'ﬂ Vijay Mohile
e rribad

Private inter-city bus pas-
sengers, many of whom still
wait on the roadside withour
access o clean wash rooms,
hglenie dining spaces of
sheltered seating, could soon
get dedicated alrport-style
terminals with comfortable
lounges and safer board
facilities, e
The Miniscry of Road
Trans and  Highways
(MoRTH) plams 1o develop
four such bus ports for
private operators  through
the public-private parner-
ship model, beginning with
Nagpur and followed by
three facilitles In southern
Indka, a top Industry source
told husineseline.
The proposcd hiuba will re-
acg  Informal  roadside
s with organ-
ised hnuﬁ F;:rhng,. upunp.:'
wash rooms for women and

men, hygienle food areas,

enger  lounges  amd
f;ﬁﬂ@mm :rﬂfeﬂem can
rest before catching their
ness bus.

Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Nirin Gadkari
shared this  development
with top leaders of the inzee-
city bus trans, FALOEE,
at the rmnﬁ?fﬁmmm
Prawass 5.0 in Gandhinagas,
saying the “government was
planning  alrpor-like  bus
ports for private operators.”

The minkstry has not ver
publicly disclosed the plan
which inchedes the locations,
ivestment  requirements,
eoncession strucTure of im-
plementation timelines.

However, industry
sources sald Nagpur ls ex-
pected o become the firs
test of whether the airport-
style PPP mode] can be made
commercially wlable for

vate inrercity trans
E.I'I.[h mesﬂbl?l mnﬁﬁ:
strong last-mile connectivity

CLOSING THE GAPS. The proposed bis ports will address
bexsic infrastructure gaps inthe private inter-city bus market «n

and 3 concession STrscTure
that allows commercial rev-
efllies 10 SUPPOFT CORSTFUC-
ton and  mainenance
withour ki termmdnal
charges unaffordable for op-

CTALOES OF PESSengers.

HARNATAKA MODEL

Indusery sources added thet
MoRTH has been advised go
lean Imto the Karnataka's
bes-rerminal redevelopment
program offers a template

for how the proposed na-
tional PPP model couold
work. Under the structure,
government agencles or
T L rations re-
rﬂumamm? of tha land,
while private concession-
aires design, finance, build,
operate and maingain the
rerminals.

The private developer re-
covers  iis investment
through rentals from shops
and restaurams, parking

fees, advertising, rermimal
services and other commer-
cial revenues, reducing the
need for the government to
bexr the entive capital essy.
Karnaraka's H)25-26
anmounced the re-
mgpmm of Bengaluru's
Majestie  bus-sratlon  eom-
plex o an integrared trans-
rtand comenerclal hub un-
or Project Majestie. It also
proposed a new sarellite bus
termimal at KR Puram in
Bengalury East through the
PPP route. KSHTC sub-
sequently appointed 2 con-
sulcant o structure  the
Majeatic redevelopment, es-
rirmated o requine an invest-
ment of abour £1 800 erore.
The project seeks to integ-
rare KSRTC and BMTC ser-
vices with metro and rallway
networks while using com-
metchal development to lm-
prove financisl viability.

PASSENGER AMENITIES
The Centre's proposed bus

ris seek wo address a basic
nirasrrucnene In Indis's
private kncercity bus market,
Unlike State transport un-
, which generally
operate umdemﬁnnmitet-
n‘uua]a and d F
privace opemtnmpmnm
teavel-agency offices, tom-
areas  and
Pomﬁﬁempumm
Az a regult, passengers fre-
y heve 1o stand beskde
busy roads with thelr luggage
while waiting for buses.
Many locations lack clean
and separate wash rooms for
women and men, hygienic
places ro eat, adequate seat-
ing or shelered spaces
where mgers can walt
safaly. p‘ﬁ? Bﬂpﬂsﬂd LT
ports would bring arrivals,
departures, parking, ticket-
i, FooelOuiety and passen
ger amanithes into regu]amd
mln[lem. They could also
rovide connections to cloy
Ses, Metro services, tods
and sutorickshaws.
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AP’s Bhogapuram
airport notified

as immigration
checkpost

Daar Burea
Sow Db

The Centre hos designazed
upooming Blwympueram Air-
:pEI'l :inni'rldbm E‘r.uludn FE
the 39th authorised immig-
mation chec r acrods Lhe
coumtry, offering immigTa-
tion clearance facilitios for
imernational travel This
would be the third mmigra-
tion check post in the State
after the ones st Visakhapat -
nam and Tiropati sirports.
Msu..il'.wml.ld.l:l.F:nle ];I"fim-
migration check posts in the
southern part of the country.

Lasy week, the Ministry of
Home  Alfairs MHA)
amended it SEFI: er 1,
2005, notification, which
lists the authorised mmigra-
tiom check across the
coumitry 1o this effecr

The Alliri Sitarama Raju
International Airpart, being
developed m gApuram
aeur Vieskloparnam, is ex-

pected to enthance air con-

nectidry i the regiom and
cater o growing Enmuﬁ.‘iu
and international Lo
positioned as a major ad-
ation bub for north coasal
Andhra Pradesh and is ex-
pected w0 complement the
existing airport at
"n."lsakhupnl:m'n.

gned to handle neasly
&0 million passengers anm-
ally, Bhogapuram [nterns-
tional Airport festures a
TEOND 4 m termimal buld-
:ir.ﬁlmmlrﬂl:duﬂ the shape of
a lhving fish. The Mimietry of
Civil Aviation isgued anaero-

licence to the green-
field abrport an Tuly 10,
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Mangaluru airport gets
ACI Level 5 accreditation
i

Mangaburu: The Mangalur
International Al r|:u:| has E'El'l
':ur*u‘rrﬂ' the Level §
ettt ionn: L J the

Alrcu:-r I"u cil Intermational
(AL Arport I'||'=:c.rnrr
Exper creditatio
P u:ugrarnfne [he hghesr
rr'rng it -bl obal

airport indwstry for customer
exparienca T"III'IEI{E‘ E["-lh'
four afirports in Inda to dat
hare sreceivad this _HJ obal
ACCrEtation, o
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Navi Mumbai Airport
to Start Int’l Services

MUMBAI Navi Mumbai
“ International Airport is
dll sel Lo begininler-

naticnal services with Air
IndiaGroup's low-cost subsidiary air
India Express flight to Abu Dhabion
Wednesday, the airport operator
Adani Airports Holding (AAHL) said.
The Al Express flight to Abu Dhabi
will departat .55 am. The Inter-
national alrservices arebeing
launched over six months after the
beginning of the commercial domes-
ticoperations at the facility on
December 25.-PTI
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International
flights from
Navi Mumbai
tostart today

HITIM ELMAR
Hew Dalhi, July 14

THE MAV] MUMBAI Interma
tional Alrpart {NMLA] Is set to
rmmence intemat ional oper
ations on Wednesday ([uly 15],
withAir] nduf-xr!m s launching
direct flights to Abu Dhaba

The abrline will operate the
service three imesaweek.mak
ingabu Dhabi the airpert s st
international destination. The
launch comes kess than 200
day s after domestic operations
began on December 25, 3025,

*The launch of our first
scheduled intematonal fight
marksthe hr-g inn 'u'|.g of anew
phase in Navl Mumbal Intema
thional Alrport’s journey. As we
expand our network with mon:
airline pamnems anid destina-
tions, cur focus remains on
deltvering senmbess operations
and aworld <las rn'l.\{':lmcp'_rl
encewhile strengthening Navi
Mumbai's position as a pme
ferred gateway forlntemational
travel,” said Arum Bansal, CEQ,
Adani Al rpart Holbd ings.
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“104 airports
now operating

on 100% RE’

Union Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu Kinjarapu on
Monday announced that
104 airports across India
are now operating on
100% renewable energy,
marking a significant
milestone in the
country's efforts to
make aviation infrastruc-
ture more sustainable.
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How Aera wants
to change airport
passenger fees

ABRHISHEK Law

Al s recover the oosts of badlding mew infastrsctone from fyers
anad airlines even beliore the project i= compilete. ndia's airport tanfl
repulztor, the Airpors Economic Regulatory Authority of Tedia (Aera),
wants o chamge this practioe. Misd breales dow the proposal

Infrastructure cost burden
Seinagar charges the highest usar devetopment fee (LDF) and Deihi the lowest.
o s by LA [k ] Chiargest o siamesti fights
Depate = P
ey [ 1050 -
i —— D5 -

i —— 4T 115
Bt —— 050 .
e PE— 40 ——— ]
Tra e N $40 B ws0
e [ —— 150 E
e S T35 E—
serqguicas N 550 *
vhentsl [N TTS =TS
it 129 m 56
Sramme Brpy o 2 R ot fprescn, B fstary DS it
[ LR T T R T )
1 What has Aera What are the other
proposed to change? proposals?

Adrports recover thedr investinsni
Harenagh ehe vser devedopemen T
(U LFY. kel by Myers and through
ather chorges, sech s landing amd
parking fees, pald by airioes.
Airlines pass these costs on o
oty in ticket prices, Aeras
sl deses oot changge this
pmeess, I changes ooky gae thing:
large infrastricture projects will
It inchmlest in gt tacilanly
allet ey Become opesitional, 50
1T merw rurway B comintisioned
Im thee third vear of the projesd. the
LI will B acljuistend siariing From
Ut thidrel yesar I il reinway dogs.
st comme i as promised or s
e layedd, whe passenger will not be
chirged For it

What are airport

operators saying?
Adrpeirt operatoms are nol
comvinerl Fairfin-controlled
Hatigalore Inderriational Alrport
Lo sald rocovertig tadfs during
constrietion ks imjsoriant becas:
alrports need steady cash Nows to
[nanee large projects, GRIL
which rans the Hyderabad alrport,
arguied dhiring @ 6 Jily mevting
that while it resipects the proposed
“wiwr- gy ", o incremeniol
apmremiie Fevenne regquireneni
principle, implementing i
within twe existing regulatory
Fraenewurlk will create practical
il Mrsme |..'IIL'|'I.H|"|'|'II.I.!'.\

Tl Hengnlurn akrpuart, which is
irvesting TSNS erore b tween
YT anel FY 31, has supmested
lowering the UTF and sldine
chirges by [8% b the inbtial years,
then grabisally ratekng them as pow
It ructome Biecomies
operational. It wants o keep the
VIEF ramgr-honand, s thal rven
witutsn hikieed, it ohoses vt e beryomel
a Hreshaded. The et
airpunrt, whiich is imoesting mearky
TR0 erore until 2003L, bas
propoesed] reducing the ULE by

Iy fior departing doasestic and
lernationial passengers. But it has.
st o Loy charges on domestie
vl Invermatiaonal prrivads to offeet
thie veduction,

3 s

ot imymediadedy, Adrport charges are only
o e ool i airkines operuling ousis,
Fuiedl, aincrall leasine ssaries amd tixes

Al dbeleritidne e et piices. Bat Ui Acta
sl Hecans passetgers may oo longer
pary thie LT oar other nirpaort charges for
prngpircts that are stll under comstruction,
The propesal deliays the recovery of costs

|1 e et eliminaies tlaem.

s What are passenger
groups saying?
Pmseniger groneps hove welconed
Airrats prrapeesal. The Alr Trvellers
Assoclatlon (XTA) sail passerigems
slvonibel pay when infrsdrsctine s
renidy. comprarng it with paving
toll only afeer a highway s opeoed.
It als argaed thaat airgort neseds,
wuchh ns dermiinals, last for decades,
win their ety shonlel nit be
recoveredd over just one five-year
il oyede, Al Lo hus tilen g
mewee dwilaneed i, While
sugErtiy airport espEansha, i
bt warswed that resising Hhe UTF
sarveral tmmes inod Yenr ool
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Row erupts as Govt plans to shift mosque inside NSI airport

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
B Kolkata

There was political controver-
sy after the Government sus-
pended indefinitely the offer-
ing of namaz at Bakra Mosque
(Gouripur Jame Masiid), which
is situated inside the Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport at Dum
Dum in Kolkata.

Rejecting the Government's
claim that a running mosque
inside an international airport
and barely a few hundred

metres from the runway with
regular public access was a
security concern, senior
Trinamool Congress MP
Sougato Roy on Monday said
that he was always for doing
things on the basis of consen-
sus and not arbitrarily. “The
fact is that they want to
extend the runway... there is
no question of security or
safety ... Ifat all a change has
to take place, then let it be on
the basis of consensus and
not by force as this BJP
Government is doing it," Roy

while there was no

said,

statement from the Left.
West Bengal Chief Minister

suvendu Adhikari had earlier

said that it was indeed a

security concern and the
mosque should be shifted
from the area “because
nowhere you will find a public
place inside an airport and so
near the run way... this is a
security sensitive issue...
rememberwe are near inter-
national border ... China and
Bangladesh are nearby... an
international airport which
receives top VVIPs and digni-
taries everyday besides han-
dling scores of flights cannot
be kept open like this for
common entry... it has to be

shifted from there because
national security is supreme...
National security and the
security of the airport will
gain priority over everything
else... | cannot say more as a
Chief Minister.”

Senior BJP leader and Union
Minister Sukanta Majumdar
too said that he had heard
since his childhood that the
runway of the airport could
not be extended because
the mosque came in the way.
All this was because of
appeasement politics.
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2 Bangkok flights linked to 70% of
hydroponic weed seizures at RGIA

Thailand Was
Source In 28 Of
33 Major Cases

U.Sudhakarreddy
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Two Bangkok-
Hyderabad flights accounted
for nearly seven in every 10
hydroponic cannabis seizu-
res recorded at Rajiv Gandhi
International Ajlrport
(RGIA), Shamshabad, betwe-
en Nov 2024 and June 2026, in-
dicating a courier-driven
supply chain that repeatedly
relied on the same arrival ro-
utes, say investigators.

An analysis of 33 seizure
cases shows that two particu-
lar international flights —
one by an Indian carrier and
the other a Thailand airline

featured in 22 cases, acco-
unting for about 134.2 kg of
cannabis—nearly 70% of the
total quantity seized during
this period.

Investigators believe traf-
fickers repeatedly chose the-
se flights because they offe-
red convenientdirect connec-

APRIL SEIZURE OPENED
WIDER NETWORK PROBE

April 7, 2026 | Arrest of Sodha Mohsin
Bahadurbhai led to a broader probe into an
alleged international drug trafficking network

® Customs officers # Mohsin was flagged
intercepted Mohsin | through behavioural profiling
after he arrived at @ Eagle Force later linked
RGIA from Bangkok | wohsin to an alleged network
Bk | e

mad Keuskaran ® Another courier, # Syndicate
hydroponic Jﬂ'liﬁ Sudhanshu Pramod Keluskar Harshad Prajapati, reportedly used
was seized from ® |nvestigators alleged the allegedly left airport 88 couriers
22 vacuum-sealed | brothers sourced cannabis with 1.7 kg of cannabis  across 172
packets concealed | from Thailand, recruited before being intercepted  Bangkok-linked
in his baggage couriers across India at BHEL crossroads trips since 2023

tivity, frequency and favou-
rable arrival timings. The 33
cases involved around 40 pas-
sengersor accused persons.

While the Indian flight ap-
peared more often, the inter-
national flight carried larger
consignments. Ten cases lin-
ked to the latter flight resul-
ted in seizures of about 77.8
kg, averaging 7.8 kg per case,
while 12 cases involving the
Indian one accounted for abo-
ut 56.4 kg, or 4.7 kg per seizu-
e, say investigators.

On Jan 24, 2025, a seizure
of 8.4 kg was linked to pas-
sengers Puthivottil Ashraf
Shoukkathali, Mahat Karki
Anuradha and Mahat Aasha.
In another case, couriers Mu-
bashshir Abbas Sayyed and
Shabbar Raza Rizvi were in-
tercepted on the internatio-
nal flight with 13.9 kg, valued
at ¥13.9 crore. Investigators
found that syndicates often
split consignments among
multiple passengers travel-
ling together.

Thailand featured as the
source in 28 of the 33 cases,
accounting for about 169 kg.

Direct Bangkok-Hydera-
bad travel remained the do-
minant route, though some
passengers arrived via Abu
Dhabi, Kuala Lumpur and
Hanoi. Three cases mentio-
ned Kuala Lumpur without
reference to Bangkok, while
Hong Kong figured in one ca-
se. One Dubai-linked casesto-
od apart from the broader im-
port pattern.

Investigators suspect in-
direct routings may have be-
en used to avoid serutiny of
direct Bangkok arrivals, tho-
ugh seizure data alone does
not establish the motive. Ina
separate Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) case, investi-
gators alleged a courier tra-
velled via Dubai to escape at-
tention after a series of inter-
ceptions involving direct
Bangkok flyers.

A 2025 case also suggested
Hyvderabad was being used as
a transit point for moving
contraband onwards to
Mumbai.

Most consignments were
concealed in checked-in bag-
gage using false compart-
ments, vacuum-sealed pack-
ets or consumer product
packaging. Cannabis packets
were recovered from cornfla-
kes cartons, cookie boxes, fo-
od packages and clothing. In
several instances, packets
were distributed across lug-
gage toreduce detectionrisk.

Investigations show that
couriers were often recruited
with offers ranging from
220,000 to 40,000 per trip,
apart from travel, accomimo-
dation and food expenses.
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A Month On, Noida Airport
Waits For Wind In Its Sails

Off To Slow Start With Distance & Connectivity Dampeners

Saurabh.Sinha
Etimesofmdia. com

Noida: Noida International
Adrport (NLA), which turnsa
month old on Wednesday,
has been off to & slow star
with airlines alresdy pulling
out routes that didn't find
adeqisate akers

DMstanese and affordability
of travelling toand from the
new airport have proven to ba
a killjoy becanse flyers have
theaptional the betler conne:
cted IGI Afrport. The cab-de
pemdent NLA i aroumnd 85km
from Noida Sector 18. Till the
placestarts buzzing with mo-
e planes and people, passen
ger concerns about travelli-
ng o or from Jewarearly mo-
rning and in evening hours
alzo remain on the desolats
{duee to lack of traffic) stret-
chesof Yamuna Expressway
aftercrossing Pard Chowk

The impact of one of tha
thres latnch airdines — Alr
Indin Express — pulling ot
diung tomounting lossesol par
ent Air India has been clear
The first week of NIA opera-
thons s 86 ghtsandasmall
network of fiveconnected citi-
es. By week lour, that roge (o
24 fDights and 15 cities. On
[y 1, NLA, whose current i
pacity is the same as 1GIA'S
Terminal 2. handled 1,457 pas-
semgers, o numbor that rose fo
2,797 this Monday:

OF the total passenger fool
fall between June 15 and July
B, 1842 were departures,
.0 werearrivals, 11732 wene
transfer passengars and 1102
were  Indransil  pEssengers.
Ner A% of the overall traf-
e wos connecting travellers

Akasa had started flights
to Bengaluruand Mavi Mum-
bai from June 16. Bath thess
serctors have been suspended
temporarily Akasa = now
trying its luck with a twice
daily NTA-Mumbai Night

For imiy years, India’s Lir-
gest airdine, TndiGo, had haen
asking Delhl International Al
rport Lid to sarmark 114 Te
rinal 1 exclusively for 1 do

NIA SAW 96% TRAFFIC GROWTH FROM DAY 1

3x fncrease in Might operations between June 15 & July 13
Alr traffic movemnant

Week 1 (e 15-21) IR 5
week 2 (june 22-75) NN 55
Week 3 (uns by 53
Weeh 4 (uly 12
|
El.nrm_uengu Tontfall
| Ah A2 (30%) — (21%)
Departures Tramsit
18,088 (30%) Lz
Arrivals (19%)
H Transfers
Traffic mix
6% origin-destination | 40% connecting
passengers (depar- travellers (trans-
| bures + arrivals) fer + transit)
31X NETWORK

[EXPANSION
| lune 15| 5 cities (Lucknow, Bengakury, Hyderabad,

Amritsar, Jammu)

July 1|9 cities (Jaipur, lodhpur, Dharamshala, Bhopal,
| Dehradun, Bareilly, Kishangarh, Pantnagar. Chandigarh)

Cities connectad

IncfiGo | Chandigarh service discontinued
Akasa Air | Bengaliry and Navi
Mumbai routes suspended till Oct 1;
launches Mumbai flights

mestie and international flig-
his While thar didn't happen,
IndiGo virtually his an entire
alrpart in NCR for bself in
NIA. Theairline has 105 weekly
fligiis toand from L eities, inc-
Tuding twice daily o Lucknow
and Jaipur It has so far with
drmwn anly the Noida-Chandi-
garh service for poor footfall
Awnreof the need forcatnl-
vats, Yamunn Expressway [
dustrial Development Author-
ity (YEITA) has been working
w Improve both connectivity
and lighting along the express-
way o Enhance sfety YEIDA
CEO R K Singh said Natioral
Highways Authority of India
is constructing an intorchin
ge connecting Kastern Periph-
eral Expressway with Yamuna
Expressway near Dankaor
“The Interchange s expecied
toopen on. Aug 15, making trav-
el 1o Noida alrpart easier lor
people oan Ghaziabad, Ha-
pur, Bulandshahr and nearhy
disaricts,” e said
Authorities remain upbe-
at abowt raffie picking up

“About 1314 outbound flights
and anaqual numberof inbao-
und fights operate dally. The
aversge daily passenger traf-
fie 18 arotmnd 2.500-2,60 and
these numbers are expected
togrow,” Singh added.

The golng wis never going
to be easy for NIA because it's
the first thme in Indio that o sec
ond international girport has
o 1o wrban conglomen
ate where the frst one is yet o
resch full operating capacity
The new airports in Hydemb-
adand Rengaluru arealmost as
£ A8 NIA §S for Delhiibes,
they have become the only air-
ports after the old ones wers
shut. Delhl, Gurgaon, Nedds
andd Gharinhad, however, have
In [G1A an option that's better
cormected snd has affordable
il -l al transport opit s

NaviMumbaiInternation-
al Adrport, which started as
Mumbai's second  aviation
huh barely six months hefore
NIA, Is Nving a dillerent tra
lectory because it does not oo-
mpete with Mumbai CSMILA,

which is saturated.

NIA may have a tough 1§
me Ll 2000 when IGLA satur
ates by reaching its peak eap-
aciy ol about 1314 CPA. IGLA
currently has a capacity of 11
CPA but saw less than i crore
passengers last year [t han
dles abont LK flights daily

Afactor bevond NLAs con
trol is that it opened at a time
when Indian carriers are el
ing under the triple whammy
of lucrative western rootes
become unviable for them
due to elosure of Pakistani
alrgpace dlnoe bt April, the
U'S-Iran war sending ofl pric-
esflaring and the rupes weak
ening. Airlines have, henoe,
been sealing hack on routes.

“It Is surviving the tough
initial phase whose length
will be dectded by macro-een
nomic factors,” spid a senior
airline official. In fact, lead-
ing private sector airport
players in India are already
eyeing a stake in NLA ghould
concessionaire Zurich Air-
peerts decide wafload some
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Plane lands on wrong runway at Hisar airport; DGCA orders probe

DEEPENDER DESWAL

THIHPN £ NEWSSENVICE

HISAH, JULY 14

A major mishap was avert-
ed at Maharaja Agrasen
International Airport on
Tuesday morning when a
chartered aircraft mistak-
enly landed on an aban-

doned runway instead of

the newly operational
airstrip, prompting the

Directorate General of

Civil Aviation {DGCA) to
order an inquiry.
Arcording to sources, the
aircraft struck a reflective
runway marker, commonly
known as a “cat’s eyve”, dur-
ing thelanding, The marker

came loose and hit the air-
craft’s engine, causing
damage. However, no
mnjuries were reported.

A DGCA team is expect-
ed to visit Hisar to inspect
the szite and investigate
the incident.

Airport Director OP Saini
confirmed the incident and
said the matter had been
reparted to the DGCA. “The
matter has been reported to
the DGCA which will initi-
ate an inquiry,” he said.

Following the incident,
flight operations at the
airport remained  sus-
pended throughout the
day and resumed around

Reflective runway marker hits engine
after aircraft touches down

6.30 pm, sources said,

The chartered aircraft was
carrying the maortal
remains of Nand Kishore
Goenka, the 96-vear-old
father of former Rajya Sab-
ha MP and Zee Group
founder Subhash Chandra,
who passed away in Mum-
bai on Monday, Besides a
family member. the aircraft
was carrying a caretaker
and crew members, Other
members of the family had
arrived in Hisar on another
chartered aircraft about 20
miniites earlier,

Sources said the old run-
way is no longer in use,
but the pilot landed the

aircraft there instead of
the newly commissioned
runway that has been han-
dling flight operations in
recent days.

Airport officials took seri-
ous note of the incident and
initiated a review soon after
the landing.

“We are assessing the situ-
ation in the wake of the inci-
dent. It seems to have
occurred due to the pilot's
fault.” said an official who
attended the meeting con-
vened after the incident.

However, sources said the
inguiry would examine all
possible factors, including
whether there was any com-

munication gap between
the Air Traffic Caontrol
(ATC} and the pilot orif any
other reason led to the
wrang-runway landing.
Meanwhie, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi
expressed griefl over the
demize of Nand Kishore
Goenka. In a condolence let-
ter addressed to Subhash
Chandra, the Prime Minis-
ter said Goenka's life was
marked by simplicity, hard
work and commitment to
values. He also recalled
meeting him on several
orcasions,  saving  those
interactions had been a
source of inspiration.
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‘Bhogapuram can emerge as aviation hub’

RISING STAR. India should have a much stronger seaplane network, considering its coastline and inland water bodies: Aviation Minister

bl.interview

Rohit Vaid
Hew Delhi

The aviation sector is
praring up fora major
infrastructure and structural
overhaul, with the imminent
commercial rollout of the
country’s first seaplane
service in Lakshadweep and
the Bhogepuram
International Airport,
positioned as 8 massive
economic acrotropalis for
the East Coast.

Union Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naido disclosed
that the government is
targeting at least five major
domestic carriers with Heets
exceeding 100 aircraft each
to match soaring demand.

Umveiling a
comprehensive rosdmap
spanning regional
connectivity, amgrressive feet
expansion and indigenous
mandmrin.g,. bolstered by
the recent desi
ccru:lpin:tmn of the 19-seater

SARAS aircraft, he outlined
how policy interventions
and a projected T20,000-
30,000 crore government
investment over the next
decade will trunsform India
from an svimtion market into
2 giobal manufacturing and
design hub.

Edited excerpts:

Apart from the rollout
of the modified UDAN
scheme, the
Bhogapuram
International Ax is
also on the a|'.'r*':I‘I':II:]ll':ll‘:"w;l-'t
you see the airport
becoming an cconomic
growth engine for the
region? And does it have
the potential to emerge
as a gateway to India’s
eastern corridor?

The growth of Indis's @vi-
ation sector over the past
decade has been driven by a
clear vision.

In Andhra Pradesh, that
has been complemented by
the vision of Chief Minister
N Chandrababo Naido to ex-
pand aviation infrastmcture
gnd creste Dew economic
centres.  Bhogapuram has
been conceived on similar
lines. Construction hes been
completed, the serodrome [i-
cence has been granted to
the operator, and we are now
awiiting a suiteble date for
the Prime Minister to inansg-
urate the girport,

This is not being de-
veloped merely as another
girport. It is envisioned as
the growth engine for North
Andhra rh B0 acrotro-
polis model. Along with pas-
senger operations, it will
have a strong maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MRO)
ceosystem, curgo facilities
and an airport-led economic
zone.

Ome of the projects T am
particularly excited about is
r]:: proposed EduCity ad-

joini the airport. The idea
It tungn'l:bartu]lwadmg global
universitics smd create a
world-class  ecosystem  for
5lu.'|.'|1ng|1n.d ummg that will
suppart  India's :Icrng term
growth.

Given its strategic loca-
tion and the integrated eco-
system  being  planned
sround it, Bhogapuram has
the potential to emerge as
the avistion hub of India's
castern coast. The region it-
self is witnessing significant
imvestments acToss sectors,
making it an important eco-
nomic destination. An air-
port becomes a key facilit-
sror of that growth
Connectivity is equally im-
portant

Bhogapuram is located on
the Chennai-Kolkats high-
way, and will also benefit
from improved road links
with Chhatti and in-
land Odisha. Within North

Andhra, our forws is on
providing  scamless  con-
nectivity to district

headquarters  and  major
LOWTLS.

I have consistently maintained that
India needs more airlines. We
need at least five major carriers
operating fleets of more

than 100 aircraft cach

KINJARAPLY RAMMOHAN MAIDU

Union Chll Aviation Minster

El.'aplanl: opecrations

have remained one of
your priority initiatives.
What is the current
status of the
programme, and when
can the ﬁ.‘l"ﬂt’ commercial
services begin?

Scaplancs have alwaysbeena
project that is very close to
me. I believe o country like
India should have a much
stronger seaplune network,
considering its coasthine, is-
land termtories and inland
water bodies.

We hmve revised the regu-
latory framework, under-
taken trial operations, and
are now on the verge of
lsunching the country’s first
commercial sesplane  ser-
vices between Kochi and

tt, along with conmectiv-
‘i!ll'rf'fﬂI je] ﬁn‘il.:fl: destinations
within Lakshadweep. We are
hopeful of commencing op-

erations this month, with the
gircraft, pilots and crew in
place and approvals in the -
nal stages.

Or vision, however, goes
far beyond the islands. The
Morth-East and several other
States offer tremendous po-
tential for seaplane con-
nectivity. Once the first com-
mercial services begin, we
expect greater participation
from States and private oper-
EtOrs.

The Union Budget hasalso
re ised the importance
ufu:gl;lan: np:rnnfms and
manufacturing, creating
confidence  amo stake-
holders. As a Ministry, we
will continue extending the
necessury support to develop

this segment.

You have repeatediy
said India needs more

airlines. What is the
Ministry doing to

ENCOUrage new

entrants and strengthen
competition?

1 have consistently main-
tained that India needs more
airlines. We need at least five
Maj0r CArricrs operating
fleets of more than 100 air-
craft each. The biggest
strength today is demand
Passenger traffic continoes
to grow and whot once sp-
peared to be a milestone of
five lakh passengers & doy has
now become  the new
normal.

The second important
factor is the government’s
commitment  to iovest
around T20,000-30,000 crore
in aviation over the next dec-
ade. Through the modified
UDAN scheme, we are ex-
tmdmg vizhility gep fund-
mg, jing airlines greater

ence to operate re-
gLnnaJ routes that may not
initially  be cl:n:l:lmrrl:ln]h
viahle.

These two factors —arap-
idly growing market and
strong government support
— create a compelling case
for new airtines. We are also
open to new ideas that can
facilitate not only the entry
of new airlines, but also the
expansion of smaller carriers
already operating in  the
ECOEVEIETL

I am happy to sec Akasa
Air performing consistent by
well and e ding its fleet.
We would like to see more
airlines scale up in a similar
manner to cater to the grow-
ing demand.

Ultimately, every policy
intervention has to benefir
the passenger. If  policy
changes can improve com-
petition, increase capacity
and prm‘i.dr better con-
nectivity, they will certainty
be considered.

India has become one of
the world’s largest
aircraft markets. What
is the roadma

developing a |B1m|.1tu:
aircraft manufacturing

consystem?

Manufacturing aircraft in In-
dia has been a long-standing
dream, and 1 am happy to say
that it is steadily becoming a
reality. The C-295 pro-
gramme @t has
demonstrated India’s manu-
facturing capabilities in the
defence sector. On the civil
aviation side, we are alio
making encouraging pro-
pTEss,

Embraer has announced
plans to establizh a final as-
sembly line in India, while
partnerships er:uhmg
Hindustin Aeronautics Lid
gre gimed ot manufacturing
smaller regional aircraft.

Also, lastweek, CSIR-NAL
successfully completed the
design of 19-seater regional
SARAS aircraft. In the rotary
wing segment also, HAL con-
ducted the test fight of civil
helicopter Dhruy NG and
Ajrbus-Tata H125 Final As-
sembly Line his been
|:r.r:i1tr:|:tr These developments
are the outcome of sustained
o ement  with  global
usgigufacrur:n and tl'uE gov-
emment’s  Aatmanirbhar
Bharatwision.

Indiz's aircraft compon-
ent manufacturing ecosys-
temn has also expanded signi-
Goantly, gving global
BETOSPECE COMpAnics greater
comfidence to invest here.
The Bharative Vayuyan Ad-
hiniyam ck‘.arh states our
vision that Indis should be-
come not only & destination
for aircraft operations and
maintenance, but also for
gircraft design and
manufacturing.

Today, we EI.R‘I.": o strong
component  mamifacturing
base, global companies are
setting up production facilit-
ies in Indis and policy sup-
port is firmly in place. These
clements are coming to-
gether to create a robust avi-
Etion manufacturing
conSystem.

The Prime Minister has
also spaken about the need
for @ made-in-India cvilian
gircraft. We are committed
to realising that vision.
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@ PLUGGING THE MRO GAP

Aviation servicing on home soil

SARAVANAN RAJARAIAN

ndia 15 one of the festest-
I ngmg ovigtion markets in
world, and the mumbers
tell & story of extraordinary scale.
Indian carriers hove collectively
placed orders for over 1,500 new
commercial aircraft. The carriers
cd over 800 commercial
Ef.;nﬁﬂzishup wisits in 2024, That
number will approach 2000 by 2030
a5 the norrow-hody flect powered
LEAP  (leading-cdge mi
];Elman} end GTF [g:n.n:l:l tur-
:I engines matures into r!s
first heavy maintensnce cycles,
and could reach 4,000 Hﬂnu.'n.'lh' 1,
2040 as the full order book enters
service, according to  Aviation
Week's AWIN MRO Forecast.

Today, nearly 100 per cent of
that work and revenue fows over-
sens, Indian engines travel abroad
for overhouls. But the gap is not
simply about engine shops. It is
ahout the entire repair ecosystem
behind each shop. In the world's
muost matore MRO (maintenance,
repair and operations) ecosys-
tems, 80 per cent or more of en-
gine component repairs, incloding
airfodls, combustor liners, fuel
nozzles amd non-destructive test-
ing (ND'T), are resolved locally. In
LEE'ED, that figure is close tozero.

Every specialised repair that
cannot be done domestically en-
tails transit time, logistics cost and
foreign exchange outflow, even
when the engine itsclfis being pro-
cessed in an Indian shop. Sclving
this ecosystem problem is the
most consequential opportunity
in Indizn aviation today.

India needs an integrated indus-
trial clster, anchored by engine
MRO joint ventures, becanse con-
centration  crestes  compoond
value. When an engine shop, a
blade coating facility, an NDT lab,
aprecision machining shop and an
MRO training school occupy the
same industrial zone, the T is

TUNE-UP. aAircraft engine shops must multiply as india's fleet expands

multiplicative, with faster turn-
ground, lower logistics cost,
shared utilities and infrastructure,
and a talent pool that decpens
with every new entrant.

The cluster strategy reguires o
deliberate sequencing of imvest-
ment: First, anchor the zone with
an engine shop partmered with an
original equipment manufacturer
{OEM), and then widen the web of
OEM-licensed joint ventures, eech
targeting & specific layer of the
component repair chain,

TALENT PIFELINE
Workforce constraint is a factor
that no amount of capital can by-
pass, An i overhanl
runs on certified technicians
specific type of ratings, which are
OEM-spproved and built owver
wears of supervised practice. India
necds these st scale, through
OEM-operated trab schools,
DEL'I::FRU pa:m:r:snhgs with
local polytechnics offering final
immersion at engine shops, and
reskilling engineers Frumill::'l?au:ut
industries like defence snd aoto-
motive. The talent pipeline is also
the retention pipeline: An engin-
ecr trained, type-rated, employed
and LI:HHEDU\TI} paid within In-
dia is far bess likely to emigrate.
Indian MRO facilities face do-
plicated spproval costs and are
structurally limited in their ability

to service foreign-registered and
lepsed mircraft. The lessor land-
scape adds a further challenge as
nearly 80 per cent of Indias civil
fleet is on sale-and-leaschack:.

An overdoe bilateral agreement
with the European Union Aviation
Safety v would Indiz's
MRO facilities to the global main-
tenance market, not just the do-
mestic one.

Indias engine MRO demand is
compounding faster than capacity
can be built, vet the foundational
ingredients for a world-class eco-
SYStem are air:m:ty in place Tl'u:
fleet scale is here and
faster thon any L‘umpa:ah e mur-
ket, the engin talent buse is
deep, ond the policy direction is
positive.  French  multinational
ar oo ration Safran's
[.ET;F.!-:.ﬂhm‘r‘dtlﬁsd along-
side & co-located training facility,
15 the catalyst. OEM comver-
sation lnd.pnliq'd:crsmnrl'mt fol-
lows should answer one question:
Does it keep 80 per cent of
repairvaloe on Indian soil?

Thewriter i the Global Head of Presales and
Epiution Consuiting - Awiation, Ashaspace and
Defence at Ramon Systerms

We value your feedback.
Do =end your comments to

bl.logistics@thehindu.ca.in
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‘Govt shielded domestic
carriers from global stress’

POLICY CUSHION. Interventions helped insulate airlines from global disruptions: Minister

— Gap Funding from three
Fohit Vaid years o five years on a
Hirm D

The Centre views civil avi-
ation 28 3 prioriry sector and
is prepared o ntervene to
engere operationl o well a8
financial stability whenever
the industry faces exvermal
shocks, Civil Avlarion Minks-
wer  Kin Hammohan
Maidutold businessline.

In an exclusive interview,
Maidu sald that the
ment's response during the
recent West Asia crisis re-
flected this approach, under
which the aviarion sector re-
ceived strategic policy sup-
port in view of its growing
contribution to the economy
amd I3 increasing § -
ance for mllhnnsnguf n‘rpﬂmm
rravellers.

“Today, aviation is a prior-
ity secror. The governmient ks
keeping a warch and doing
what s necessary 1o hrms
stabilicy o the sector
Maidu sald.

SERIES OF MEASURES

Accor w the Minister,
the Cenrre's Interventlon
helped insulaze Indian carri-
ers from the financial sress
wirnessed by several airlines

The idea was that
when the sector faces
a challenge, every
stakeholder has o
contribune

K RAMMOHAN HAIDU,
il Fiataon Minister

globally following the dis-
ruption in West Aska,

During the crisis, che gov-
ernment introduced a series
of measures 1o cushbon the
sector, Including capping avi-
arion orkine fuel (ATF)

rices, Hmiting increases in
ding and parking charges
ar airports, extending the
emergency credit line -
numngfhéme m:lrhnﬁ%
crearing a  10,000-crore
price seabilization fund 1o
address fuel price volariliy.
Iralso engaged with Stazes o
reduce  wvalue added oax
(VAT) on ATF, scularly
ar major nﬂmmm

“The idea was thar when
the sector faces a challenge,
every stakeholder has vo con-
tribure,” Naldu said.

The Minister sald aviation
had evolved imto a erigeal
pllar of India's ecoromic

growth over the past decade.

“As aviatlon has grown, It
has become dosely linked
with the aspirathons of the
common man. Because of
the growthwe have achieyed,
the gOVErnment nOW oon-
siders aviation to be a prios-
Iow sector,” he sald.

UDAN BECHEME
India cwrrencly  operates
around 165 alrports with &
fleet of abour B alreraft,
while daily enger traffic
hasumetiprj‘iis lagfh-m:n'k,
a level Nabdo described as
“thi new normal

He sald the modified
UDAN regional connectiviry
scheme would anchor the
next e of aviston
growth. Approved with an
ourlay of around €2%000
crofe, the revamped peo-
gramme extends Viabiliry

tapered basis, increases the
minimum weekly fight re-
quirement from seven o 14,
pr\mwl ides operations :1;1.&
mealntensnce or
semaller mmmpmum
ages the development of 108
alpports under a clallenge-
e framework.

“This is not merely an ex-
tengion  of the exsti
scheme. We have smudi
what worked well over the
last 1 years, understond the
feedback and redesigned it
imto a much more compre-
hensive programme,” Naidu
said.

Looking beyond regional
connectivity, the Minisoer
said the povernment is i

pagjr:l aviathon pubdi
u.ni :m sCra-

m-gl.c gnwr_il enabiers rather
than pursulng privatisation.
He cired that organisa-
tons such as Allance Alr,
Pawan Hans, Al Engineering
Services Lrd and Al Alrpoet
Services Lad continue to play
1 strategie role in reghonal
connectivity and specialised
aviation operations, with
AOVEITIMENT SUppart inten-
ded as growth capieal rather
than financial assistance.
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We will deposit 50 crin 45 days, Spicejet
tellsHC on dj';pute with Kal Airways

li'rm Trust of india
Maw Dlhi

Spiceler and s promoter

y Singh on Mondsy as-
sired the Delhl High Court
thar they will deposit €50
crove in 45 davs with the
COLET Feglstry in connection
with a legal dispute with me-
dia baron Kalanithi Maran
and Kal Alrways,

Justice  Subramoniom
Pragad, who has earlier dir-
ected Spieeter and Singh o
deposit around £144 crore in
the case arising from am ar-
birral award against them in
theie dispure with Maresn,
was told thar the remaining
19450 crore would also be
deposited in the next 90
days,

On May 4, the bench dis-
missed pleas by Spacelet and
Singh secking a review of a
Jameary 19 arder to deposit
over T144 crore in the case.

The Supreme Court, on
May 19, however, adked the
airline 1o approach the High
Court for extension of time
o meake the deposic

Senlbor counsel for Splce-
Jer and i3 promoter on
Monday informed the cowrt
thar they had received finan-
cial mssistance from the
Cengral government ambd
the ongoing West Acia erlsic
ard undertook 1o pay 50
crore a5 the first instalment.

He further sald the bal-
ance would also be paid n
he met o days.

Consbdering the stand, the
court deferred the hearing
dll November on the air-
line's plea against the arbit-

rathon aw:rd. Ir lisred the
mater in September a5 well
on the isswe of deposic of
£144 crove with the reglsory.

Senlor  advocate Favant
Mehea a ed for Maran,
along with law firm Karan-
jawala g Co.

Senior advocare  Mukul
Rohatg appeared for Splee-
Jerand Singh.

Om January 149, the court
Inad dmxm? Spicelet and
Singh o deposit £144 crome

":ﬁ the regpolsz-. within six
weeks againat an admircedi-
abllity of 194 crore pursu-
ant to the arhlrrarkon award

nst them in their dispute
ﬁ Maran. On .‘rl:LI‘I'.‘Ig'I.P 14,
the time 1o make the
was extended by four weeks.

The marter arises from a
dispure regarding the non-is-
suance of warrants bn favowr
of Maran after the transfer of
ownership to Singh, the con-
trolling  sharcholder  of
Spicefet.
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Air India and Air New Zealand
discuss JV for non-stop flights

Anl:ﬂt Phadinis
et sl

Alr India and Akr New Zeal-
and are discussing a joint
venture  partnesship o
lumeh  non-sop  Aighas
berween the two countries.
Alr  India has already
signed Molls with Lufrhansa
and Singapore Alrlines for
joint  business  agreements
covering  route  planning,
flight schedules, joint sales
and marketing. A simifar ar-

ement s being con-
sidered with Air New Zeal
and, too, given the long
digtance and comparatively
low yields on the routes
between the two countries.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES
“We signed an Mol] with Alr
India in March 2025 o make
travel between New Zealand
and Indla more convenlent.
Since then, we've imple-
mented 3 codeshare agree-
ment to provide customers
with more travel options, and

are continuing o work 1o
gether, alongside Singapore
Alrlines, o explore oppor-
ruenites o srengthen alr
links berween the two coun-
rries,” said Alr New Zealand
ot Monday.

“India s an exciting mar-
ker for New Healand, and
continuing 1o grow air con-
nectiviry is part of making
that nppnmr.mq.- real. Both
airlines are now exploring
the longer-term possiblicy o
direct flights berween India
and New Zealand,” i added.
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SC seeks Centre’s new rules to regulate volatile airfares

.hn.lrh Bhaumik
Baew Dalli

The Supreme Court on
Mondxy asked the Union
government to place on re-
cord the new sdation rules
framed under the Blarativa
Vaywyan Adhiniyam, 3024,
which seek to lare volat-
ile alrfares and predatory
pricing,

The court was Informed
thar the regulations had
already been finalised and
were currently being trans-
lated into Hindi and other of-
fickal language vershons be-
fore belng mabled before
Parliament.

A Bench, comprising
Jostices Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehga, was hearing

f’u'bllc interest litigation
{PIL) petition filad by soclal
activist 8 L.-u.m]n.umm
seeking the formulazion of
binding regularory nosms to
address arhirrary alrfare pri-

cing and ancillary charges

ed ware alrlines
duTLll'fg fest ugnp-:rlnds hanli-
days and emergencies.
or the Direct-
orate General of Civil Avi-
atlon (IWGCA) and the Unlon
Government, Addidonal 5o
licitos General Anil Kaushik
submirted that the draft
rules had been prepared and
were currently undergoing
rransladon. He further a
prlsed the Bench thar L|.1P|;
tions would be placed
ore Parliament dunngtlw
upeoming monsoon sesslon,
which is scheduled to com-
mence on fuly 21,

“Thie draft robes are ready.
They are 1o be rabled before
Parllament. Plesse give us
sobke Time," he sald.

Senlor advocare Ravindra
Srivastava, appearing for the
petitioner, however, conten-
ded that under the provi-
shons of the 2024 Act, the
new rules must first be pub-
lished for public consulra-
ton before belng rabled be-
fore Parliament. “After the

rules are framed, they have
to be published for public

consultation. Cnly  there-
after can t be aced
fore heELm P]
submirmed.

Finding merit in the sub-
mission, the Bench granted
the Centre two weeks' time
tw place the draft aviaton
rules before the court In a
sealed cover.

e nits need to per-
use the rules hefore this
court withour awaiting the
placing of the same befose
Parliament. Considering the
aforesald submissions, we

grant two weeks’ time to the
reapondents to place before
this court the rules that are
belng framed, rrespective of
the fact whether they are
placed before Parllament or
not, in a sealed cover,” the
Bench orderad.

SORRY SITUATION
Srivastava also  contended
that the sharp surge in alr-
fares during festivals was ex-
ploizative and blamed the
continued inaction of the
DGCA for the prevailing
suate of affalrs. He further
pointed our that the Unbon
Government had, in April
kepe b abe e g March 18
direction  issued by rhe
DGCA requiring alshines to
offer at least 60 per cent of
seats without any seat selec-
thon fee.

The March 1B direction
had also required airlizes to
ensure thal passengers rav-
elling mﬂerpﬂiemsgmt pas-
senger mame record (PNR)
are seated together, “prefer-

ably In adpcent sears®,
among other  passenger-
friendly measures.

“The DGCA, which s the
regularor, s izsuing direc-
tons and the government
withdraws those directions...
Ir iz a sorry sinetion. Your
I..otdshlﬁ must  consider
putting i place a very robust
and Independent regulatory
Mhﬂ.li]:i[:ﬂ."]‘h.'mhmlnmi'

! prompred Justice
Mehra to observe that recent
reports ing that lran
nu!?chﬂ U Tt;“:ugu of Hor-
muz, despite the ceasefire
announced last month, had
once again given alrlines a
“window"” to sharply in-
creaseairfares on the pretext
of 3 hooming oll crisis.

Srivastava, however, poln-
ed out that an affidavic
placed on record showed
that the fuel component con-
stituted no more than 10 per
cemt of the airfare, even
though faves had dsen
exponentially.

“The fuel component in

the airfare is a maxdimuom of
1L|par|:~er|r_ Thie pise ks 100 to
Eer cent during this

erJn

“This iz a very pitiakle
conditlon. Your Lordshi
have o do something,”
submimed.

NEXT HEARING

Agreeing to examine the con-
O r-:fsed the Bench pos-
ted the mamer for further
hearing om Augnsr 3.

'rl::llnj:apﬂltl.cnsln-I pointed out
that there Is currently no
regulatory authority vested
with the BT 10 FEVIEW OF
capalrfares, enabling alrlimes
tw  explolt consumers
throwgh hidden fees and un-
predicrable pricing.

It sald such practices dis-
proportienately affect eco-
somically weaker passen-
gers, who are  often
compelled 1o purchase tick-
ers during periods of peak
surge pricing, while wealth-
ler ravellers can plan and
ook in advance.
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Flight test for India’s passenger
plane Saras Mk 11 set for Q4FY28

HIGH FLYING. The IAF has issued Lol for 15 aircraft and will be the first launch customer of the Saras Mk |1

Dalip Singh
Pairwy Ll

Away from the public ghre
on the production of Tejas
LCA ME1A and fifth penera-
ton  Advanced Mediom
Combat Aircraft (AMCA),
the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research - Na-
tional Aerospace Laborator-
ies (CSIR-NAL) is develop-
ing an indigenous passenger
alrcraft Sares Mk 11, with
flight tests scheduled in the
last quarter of 2027-28.
Saras Mk [T, pitched in o
highly specialised and histor-
ically competitive segment
of the 19-seater twin-tur
boprop commuter as well as
utility class which till now is
being served by the ageing
indigenous Dornier 224, will
complete the certification by
mid-2031,Post that, the air-
craft will be ready for opera-
tioms, Tostartwith, the order
book for acguisition of the
Saras Mk 11 appears encour-

4

UNDER DEVELOPMENT. Saras Mk |1, a 19-seater twin-

turbsoprop targetng the commuter ard utility segments, will be
ready for operations after certification by mid-3031

aging to the CSI-NAL ofh-
cinls,

The Indian Air Force will
be the first launch customer
of the Soras Mk 11, providing
letter of intent for 15 air-
craft, the CSIR-NAL officials
told busfneseline,

*The [AF has also orally
indicated requirement of ad-
ditional 30 Saras which they
would commit after the cer-
tification of the aircraft. A
parlamentary committee re
commended rwo alreraft per

State, which comes to nearly
), Adding o that, a privaze
company provided enguiry
of requirement foran air am-
bulance. Therefore, the total
approximately comes o 105
aircraft which is the basis for
revenue peneration calouls
tion," officials revealed.

As of now it has 50 percent
indigenous content (1C) bn
terms of the cost, the CSIR-
MNAL officials. Airframe, ma-
jor assemblies amd reguired
jigs and tooling will be de-

veloped indigenously, they
explakned.

Likewise, complete
design, development guali-
fication of Integrated avion-
ics and flight control system
comprising stall warning and
protection system [SWPS),
brake management system,
environment  control - svs-
tem, utility  services and
management system  and
health monitoring  system
too will be harvested from
within the country, officials
stated.

“This constitutes 50 per
cent of the votal pircrafi cost.
It is aimed to increase the [C
with separate indigenisation
programmes with the sup
port from the government,”
officials noted.

On the ather hand, the im
port content is confined to
engines(Pratt and Whitney
Canada  PTSA-6TA  turbo
prop], propeller, fuel system
COMpOnEnts, navigation
sensors, raw material and al
loys, and some critical com-

ponents.
PRODUCTION PARTNER
State-owned Hindustan

Acromautics  lad  (HAL),
which is the licence manu-
facturer of Domier 228, iz
the production partner for
Saras Mk Il project.

HAL Kanpur will be set-
ting upaproduction line, and
would be responsible for
sales and after sales and
maintenance and repair of
the pircraft.

HAL s also helping the
programme in design and de-
velopment of  landing,
wheels and brake and setting
up of the fuel system test rig,
officiale  in the leading
serospace  company  and
CSIR stated,

Private firms like LET,
TASL, Motherson Adrospace
and other MSME are part of
the supply chain system hav-
ing capabilities 1o mass pro-
duce pirframe components
including  sub-assemblies
and meain assemblics.
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Akasa Air Plans
to Raise T1k cr
from Existing,
New Investors

Our Bureau

New Delhi | Mumbai: Akasa Air
is seeking to raise around 1,000
crore in two stages as it prepares
for expansion. As part of the plan,
the airline will issue new shares to
existing investors of 500 crore,
while in the next stage it is plan-
ning to raise another 500 crore
through a mix of debt and equity
from anew set of investors.

The airline counts the family of
late investor Rakesh Jhunjhun-
wala and CEQO Vinay Dube’s fami-
ly as major shareholders with
over 65% stake.

Last year, Premji Invest, Clay-
pond Capital- the family offices of
Wipro  founder
Azim Premji and —
owner of Manipal Theairline
group Ranjan Pai  willissuez500
and funds mana-  crinsharesto
ged by 360 ONE existing
Asset manage- investors,
ment invested aro- followed by a
und 21,200 crore in 2500 cr debt
the airline which raise
gave them a stake
of around30%. Therestisheldbya
clutch of individual investors.

“Inthefirststageof investment,
all the existing investors will par-
ticipate at the same valuation at
which the investment was done
by Premji Invest and Claypond.
In the second stage, two new in-
vestors who are entrenched play-
ers in the capital markets will co-
me on board,” said a person awa-
re of thedevelopment.

Besidesthat, Akasaisalsoraising
funding from banks through the
government’s Emergency Credit
Line Guarantee Scheme.

The family of Jhunjhunwala
along with other investors rema-
inveryconfidentaboutthefuture
of the airline, the person said.
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Air India Crash
ProbeinFinal
Stage, Report
Soon: Minister

Ahmedabad: Tnion Civil Avia-
tion Minister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan MNaidu on Tucsday said
the probe into the June 2025 Air
India ANT erash was inits final
stapes, and the report would be
releaszed soomn.

The Aircraft Accident Iivestiya-
Livwrs Thureau (A AT @5 comdueling
tha pevehie: ina Lransparen L manner,
he wld reporters aLDholera.

While the governmenl is Lrying
to ensure that the final roport is
released quickly, cstablishing the
truth behind the crash remained

its top priority, he said,
O "It is in the final stages,
« B we aAre dlso frying to

ensure that it comes
aul gquickly Dot more important
than speed is that the truth comes
aul regarding why il happaned
and how it happened. AALB,
which iz investipating the matter,
iz tully capable and iz conducting
the investigation inalransparent
manner, and we heliews that 1= 1i-
nal report will becomingoul very
soan,” the minister wld reporlers.
Hewas in Gujarat on Tucsday to
inspect the under-construction
Dhaolera alrport, coming up near-
Ly 100 km from Ahmedabad city.
PT1
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DGCA nod to Al for electronic
tech logbook for B787, 777 jets

FPJ News Service

MUMBAI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
approved the use of
Electronic Technical
Logbooks (ETL) by Alr India
as the primary technical
document for its Boeing 787
fleet and authorised parallel
implementation across the
Boeing 777 fleet. This makes
Air India one of the first air-
lines to adopt fleet-wide
ETLs.

The digital platform
replaces paper maintenance
records, enabling faster. more
accurate management of air-
craft engineering The system

provides real-time informa-
tion sharing between engin-
eers and operational teams,
accelerating defect reporting
and enhancing aireraft dis-
patch reliability.  Air India
Senlor Vice President for
Engineering and
Maintenance Jeremy Yew Jin
Kit said, “The implementa-
tion of ETLs across our wide-
body Boeing fleet reaffirms

the collaborative work invol-
ving engineering, flight oper-
ations, digital technology
teams, OEM partners and the
regulator,

Replacing  paper-based
processes with real-time digi-
tal information, we are
improving operational effi
clency, strengthening main-
tenance governance, enhanc-
ing regulatory compliance
and enabling faster decision-
making across our engineer-
ing and operations teams.”
The move follows Air India's
continued investment in digi-
tal technologies to modernise
operations, serving as a key
step to build a data-driven
aviation business,
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Air India 171 crash report to be
ready by October: Centre to SC

Utkarsh Anand and
Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) is expected to complete
its probe into last year's Air
India Flight Al-171 crash within
six weeks, with “a draft final
report” ready by October, the
Union government told the
Supreme Court on Tuesday.
The draft cannot be released

immediately, the Centre said in
an affidavit filed ahead of a
hearing on Friday in a batch of
petitions seeking an independ-
ent investigation into the crash
that killed 260 people, including
241 on board.

The government cited Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organi-
sation (ICAQ) framework and
the Aircraft (Investigation of
Accidents and Incidents) Rules,
2025 that mandates a draft air
crash investigation report to be

circulated to states participating
in the probe — in this case, the
US" National Transportation
Safety Board as accredited rep-
resentative of the state of design
and manufacture — for their
“significant and substantiated
comments”. The consultation
could take 30 to 60 days
depending on the complexity of
the responses, the Centre stated.

The matter is listed for July 17
before a bench led by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant.  +#n
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Dralft final report on Al-171 crash
to be ready by Oct: Centre to SC

Utkarsh Anand and

Abraham Thomas
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is
expected to complete its probe
into last year’s Air India Flight
AL171 crash within six weeks, with
“a draft final report” ready by
October, the Centre told the
Supreme Court on Tuesday.

The draft cannot be released
immediately, the Centre said inan
affidavit filed ahead of a hearing
on Friday in a batch of petitions
seeking an independent investiga-
tion into the crash that killed 260
people, including 241 on board.

The government cited Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAQ) framework and the Air-
craft (Investigation of Accidents
and Incidents) Rules, 2025 that
mandatesa draft air crash investi-
gation report to be circulated to
stafes participating in the probe —
in this case, the US' National
Transportation Safety Board as
accredited representative of the
state of design and manufacture —
for their “significant and substan-
tiated comments”, The consulta-
tion could take 30 to 60 days
depending on the complexity of
the responses, the Centre stated.

Filed on behalf of the civil avia-
tion ministry and AAIB, the affida-
vit opposed petitioners’ demands
for a court-monitored or inde-
pendent inguiry, arguing the
investigation strictly follows inter-
national standards and Indian law
and leaves no scope for judicial
supervision or a parallel probe.
The matter is listed for July 17
before a bench led by Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant.

Al-171 crashed in Ahmedabad
on June 12, 2025.

“Inall probability, the investiga-
tion activities, subject to the reso-
lution of the pending external
dependencies set out therein, are
anticipated to be completed within
approximately 6 weeks,” the affi-
davit said, adding that the draft
final report “is expected to be
ready approximately in October
2026 after the analysis phase.

The AAIB said aviation acci-
dent investigations exist solely to
prevent future accidents, not to
determine civil or criminal liabil-
ity, and that Indian law expressly
separates them from judicial or
criminal proceedings. Appointing
another investigating body or
ordering judicial oversight would
breach the “sole investigation
authority” principle under Annex
13 of the ICAQ framework. it said,
noting that it alone holds statu-
tory custody of the wreckage,
flight recorders and other investi-
gative material. Of the 66 proce-
dural steps mandatory for a seri-
ous accident investigation, the
AAIB said it has completed 49.

Every safeguard — evidence
preservation, recovery and analy-
sis of flight recorders, participa-
tion of accredited representatives,
technical examination of aircraft
systems, stakeholder consultation

and circulation of the draft report
— is being “scrupulously fol-
lowed”, it said.

The Bureau also defended the
confidentiality around the probe,
saying cockpit voice recordings,
crew communications, witness
statements, medical records and
the contents of the draft report are
protected from public disclosure
to preserve the integrity of the
investigation and meet India's
international obligations.

Since its establishment in July
2012, the AAIB has completed 218
investigations — 97 accidents, 120
serious incidents and one incident
—arecord it said establishes itas
technically competent and fully
capable of investigating the
Ahmedabad crash.

Air India flight 171, a Boeing 787
Dreamline, crashed moments
after take off on June 12, 2025.

Except for one, all on board and
19 people on the ground were
killed. Among the petitions seek-
ing an independent probe is the
father of Captain Sumeet Sabhar-
wal, one of the pilots, who has
challenged the AAIB's preliminary
report over the speculation it trig-
gered about possible pilot error.

NGO Safety Matters Founda-
tion has soughta formal court of
inquiry. At the previous hearing,
the top court had asked the Cen-
tre and the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation to place on record
the procedural protocol govern-
ing the AAIB probe, observing
that proceedings should not
become a “blame game” and that
it would first examine whether
the investigation conforms to the
prescribed legal and interna-
tional framework before consid-
ering any parallel inquiry.



AIRPORTS AUT HQRITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

LOKSATYA

DELHI

15 JULY 2026

333l ot SRRaT Tense 3 finb 4 e

R, Al Rd |

T 3 A & A
T A Ao T W U
T | T A e M R
Hea F ST & w2
A 3 FAEE 6E-7482 F
TareH Hifed = fTm 2| 3|
e WA T | 9w 4 2
&t T=nfera B

TR 1 TR AW
o Heifer gaw # A T
2 H G T o UH H E
A I a9 v
FArafad = T FHA U2
™R

$fEm = g 6E-7482

forciatt, 1 5761 1 % 0 o vifoler GemC

I 3N oA @ 6 59w
T TET 3N T 9 A
¥ dr= w=e gt
FI 39 T T FE T TR
I TR BT | T TR
S A AT S e
1 ZE WA o S A
FATSE oA BT A1 R 2Ee
A e T2 |

T T 1 T A 3
HIEM FH H &3 915

WA 7 2 FeH W g
T | TE e A
At vz e | A s
Tent o, 72 e AEE F
fo et e Saerer T 9
A g THY A = It
oY T4 ¢ | vfaueE g A
HE AAFA F WA £
forehh oft w v T2 A
Tolse FI HEN FH A |
ST W wET gEd At
HI AT AGA N




AIRPUHFL‘:A HHUH‘#!‘!’ I’JF- #NLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MTTT DELHT 1E JULY 2026

Akasa Air seeks funds as war drives cost

Tram war,

Thee airline has approached existing as well as
o new investors o rise about 15 hilllon
Uhroingls exquity, said e peeople, who asked not
to be identified as the discussions are private.

It is alsain talks with state-run banks forat
least 125 billbon in debt, they sabd. under an
Inedia gowvermmem credit line for carmiers hit by
the war.

Alkiasa, which began operations in August
2 and is owmsd by SNY Aviation Pet, cnised
fumls from investors in June 20025 based on
muirket conditions that ter shified after the
Akasa, which began cperations in August 2003, comflict between lran and the LS, The war
last raised funds in june 2025 pevres Lriggered dight disruptions and a surge i jet

fuel prices—which accounts for about $0% of

b A ks Joeekeingg to rabse TH0L5 billlon ant alrline's operating costs—ereating fresh

(S0 miflioa) throagh equity and debi, Timancial pressare,

people Gumiliar with the matier said, a5 lis nsed fior aclditional capital rellects
Indlia’s voungest airline seeks funds to the broader strain facing hodh Indian and

overcommse Chalbengss hrought on by the 115 gleslaal carvlers BELDOMBERG
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Spicejet lessors seek return of 4 planes

MUMBALI: Lessors of crisis-hit
Spice]et have approached avia-
tion safety watchdog Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation for
the deregistration of four Boe-
ing 737-8 MAX planes, while
the airline on Monday said
these aircraft have remained
non-operational for a pro-
longed period and their dereg-
istration will eliminate lease
rental costs.

Ireland-based lessors Sky
High LXXX Leasing Com-
pany Ltd and Sky High LXX-
VII Leasing Company Ltd
have filed IDERA Deregis-
tration requests for the four
planes with the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), according to public
notices.

IDERA refers to Irrevoca-
ble Deregistration and Export
Request Authorisation, a
framework that allows lessors

to directly approach a country’s
aviation regulator to take back
leased aircraft.

The four aircraft whose
deregistration has been sought
are VT-MXA, VT-MXC, VT-
MAX and VT-MXE.

When reached for com-
ments on the public notices,
a Spiceet spokesperson on
Monday said these aircraft
have been grounded for a long
period due to engine HPT
(High Pressure Turbine) man-
ufacturing issues.

“The deregistration of these
aircraft will eliminate lease
rental costs on assets that have
remained non-operational for
a prolonged period.

There is no impact on the
airline’s operations, as these
aircraft have been out of ser-
vice for a considerable time,”
the spokesperson said in a
statement.

The spokesperson also said
the airline continues to remain
in discussions with the lessor
and OEM (Original Equip-
ment Manufacturer) regarding
the return to service of these

Facing financial and legal
headwinds, Spicejet is already
operating a reduced fleet.

The airline has just 11 air-
craft in operation, and 42
planes are parked, according
to information available on the
planespotter.net website.  p1l
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IndiGo, Accor announce reciprocal
loyalty programmes partnership

NEW DELHI: The country’s
largest airline IndiGo and hos-
pitality major Accor on Mon-
day announced a strategic
reciprocal loyalty partnershi
in III'IJd'I:l that );riltl}pliovide varil-:'
ous benefits for their loyalty
programme members.

The partnership is between
the airline’s loyalty programme
IndiGo BluChip and Accor’s
loyalty programme ALL Accor.

At an event in the national
capital to announce the part-
nership, IndiGe MD Rahul
Bhatia said the opportuni-
ties within the Indian travel
sector are immense and that
the country is one of the
world’s most dynamic travel
markets.

“This relationship marks
a significant milestone in our
shared journey and creates a
distinctive value proposition
for our customers, seamlessly
integrating convenient air
travel with rewarding hospi-
tality experiences.

y’s travellers increas-
ingly seek connected and
enriching journeys that bring
together travel accommodation

and destination experiences in
a single cohesive ecosystem,”
Bhatia said.

The partnership would
allow the members to seam-
lessly convert ALL Accor
reward points to IndiGo
BluChips and vice-versa.

“Whether flying with
IndiGo across its rapidly
expanding network of over 140
destinations within India and
abroad, or staying across the
ALL Accor’s ecosystem, cover-
ing more than 45 brands from
luxury to economy, members
can seamlessly connect flights,
stays and experiences, creating
a more rewarding travel jour-
ney across India and beyond,”
a release said. MPOST
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Akasa Air to avail ECLGS
benefit to strengthen growth

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Mew Dedhi

AKASA AIR said it is looking
forward to availing the benefits
of the government’s Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) amid reports the air-
line i=s eyeing to raise ¥1,050
crore via equity and debt to
overcome challenges brought on
by the US-Iran conflict.

“Akasa Air is a well capital-
ized airline with a clear long
term growth strategy This fi-
nancial strength allows us to ex-
eclite our growth plans with
confidence and make decisions
that best support our long term
businezs ohjectives.” said an
Akazsa Air Spokesperson.

The spokesperson added, *We
appreciate the Government of
India for introducing the ECLGS

and the support it provides to
the aviation sector: We look for-
ward to availing the benefits of
the scheme, as appropriate, to
further strengthen our growth
plans.” As per a Bloomberg re-
port citing sources, the airline
has approached existing as well
as two new investors to raise
about TR0 crore via equity [tis
also in talks with state-run
banks for at least T250 crore in
debt under the India ECLGS.
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Bird strike grounds
British Airways
flight to London

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A British Airways
flight from London suffered a
bird strike early Monday
morning, moments before it
landed at Chenmai airport,
leading to cancellation of its
subsequent flight to London.

It happened around 3.30am
when the flight was on the
landing path at the 5t Thomas
Mount end to touch down on
the city airport runway with
226 passengers on board. The
flight landed safely, and the
passengers were deboarded.

Theflight was moved tothe
remote apron, where an engi-
neering team assessed the
damage.

Since additional checks
had to be carried out {o assess
whethertheplanewasfittofly,
its subsequent journey from
Chennai to London, sched-
uled at 5.30am, was cancelled.

British Airways said all
passengers of the cancelled
flight were accommodated at
hotels. Director General of
Civil Aviation(DGCA)wasap-
prised of the incident, said a
British Airways spokesper-

Representative Image

Some flyers who insisted
on flying to London

on Monday were
accommodated on
flights from Bengaluru,
Mumbai and Delhi

son. Sources said the airline

arranged an  alternative
flight, which will arrive from
London on Tuesdaw.

Some flyers who insisted
on flying to London on Mon-
day were accommodated on
flights from Bengaluru, Mum-
baiand Delhi.

Garbage around the air-
port attracts birds, raising the
risk of bird-hits.
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