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Opening of city airport’s second

cab pick-up point deferred again

Airport Director says the project faces legal issues and the plaza is likely to open by July-end; a trial run for free flow of

traffic will be initiated and a study will be conducted; AAI has planned events as part of *Yatri Suvidha Diwas’ tomorrow

The Hindu Bureau
CHEMNNAI

he opening of the
T Chennai airport’s
second cab pick-up

point has been delayed
further.

The pick-up point, sche-
duled to come up in a plaza
opposite the T1 domestic
terminal, is now likely to
open by July-end.

M. Raja Kishore, Airport
Director, Chennai airport,
said the opening of the pla-
za is in final stages and may
open by the next month-
end. Of all the public grie-
vances received, nearly 70-
80 per cent of them are
about the opening of the
plaza, and the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
was aware of it, he said.

“The project has some
legal issues. We have to be
careful since the decision
depends on contract man-
agement. To protect the in-
terest of the public, we are
cautiously doing it. The
plaza is very much re-
quired for Chennai air-
port,” he added.

Mr. Kishore said that be-
fore the opening of the pla-
za, there is a need for a
trial run for the free flow of
traffic. A study is also being
taken up.

The work on the plaza
started in 2023. It should
have opened in October
2024, but the facility en-
countered multiple delays.
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Prolonged wait: The work on the plaza started in 2023, and it should have been opened in October 2024. But the facility encountered
multiple delays due to arbitration proceedings and legal complications. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

“The arbitration proceed-
ings and legal complica-
tions led to the delays. But
after studying the issues,
we can take a decision on
the opening,” he said.

‘Unforeseen delays’

Asked if such issues we-
ren’t anticipated in ad-
vance since the facility has
been lying unused for six
months now, Mr. Kishore
said sometimes unfore-
seen delays can occur.
“This can be due to envi-
ronmental conditions,

clearances, objections by
various agencies because
airports are highly secure
and safe zones,” he said.
Mr. Kishore said work at
the airport’s T3 interna-
tional terminal had pro-
gressed 45% and it would
be completed by Decem-
ber this year. He noted that
the war in West Asia also,
in a way, contributed to the
delay.

“Mobilisation of mate-
rials was a huge issue [due
to the war]. Most of the
structural work has been

completed and most of the
bottlenecks have been re-
solved,” he said. It was dif-
ficult to do the foundation
since the contractor en-
countered hard rock and
they had to carry out con-
trolled blasting for a limit-
ed period at night.

Stray dog presence

On the issue of stray dogs
on the airport premises,
Mr. Kishore said they had
sterilised all 25 of them,
and had left them 25 km
away from the airport, but

they all returned to the air-
port the next day.

He also said that work is
under way for constructing
rapid exit taxiways and in-
creasing the number of ae-
robridges. He said the pre-
sent airport is likely to be
saturated in nine years.

On June 15, AAI has
planned events as part of
‘Yatri Suvidha Diwas™ to
welcome passengers, and
selfie booths will also be
set up. Mr. Kishore added
that AAI will take feedback
from passengers.
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Public access road to airport
satellite terminal on cards

Will Improve
Last Mile
Connectivity

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Airports Authori-
tyv of India (AAT) has agreed
toreplace a proposed dedica-
ted corridor with a public ro-
ad for the satellite terminal
planned between Chennai
airport’s two runways, ac-
cepting a revised proposal
from Chennai Unified Metro-
politan Transport Authority
(CUMTA). The decision will
improve connectivity for re-
sidents of neighbourhoods,
including Kolapakkam and
Tharapakkam.

While AAI had initially
pitched a dedicated elevated
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PAVING WAY FOR GROWTH

corridortolink the proposed
satellite terminal to the
Chennai-Maduravoval by-
pass road, CUMTA revised
the plan, suggesting that the
road be made accessible to
nearby residents to improve
regional connectivity, Sour-
cessaid AAThad noobjection
to the proposal, as the state
believes such access would
support growth in the surro-
unding areas.

AATI had proposed the sa-

Since the state wants it to
function as a common
road with access to ad-
joining areas, the imple-
mentation model -
whether through a 50:50
sharing of state and cen-
tral funds or a public-
private parinership — will
have to be worked out

tellite terminal plan a few ve-
ars ago to shift air cargo ope-
rations, ease congestion on
GST Road and restrict cargo
vehicle movement on the ar-
terial stretch. The plan was
later revised into a full-fled-
ged terminal handling both
passenger and cargo opera-
tions, along with a dedicated
corridor linking it to the
Tambaram-Maduravoyal by-
passroad. “If itisanelevated
corridor project, AAI'will be-

ar the entire cost. However,
since the state wants it to
function as a common road
with access to adjoining
areas, the implementation
model —whether througha
50:50 sharing of state and
central funds or a public-
private partnership — will
have to be worked out,” the
source said.

Now, Chennai airport
has a capacity of 35 million
passengers per year—10
million at Terminal 1, nine
million at Terminal 3, and 16
million at the integrated ter-
minal (T2 and T3) under de-
velopment. Once the satellite
terminal becomes operatio-
nal, capacity is expected to
increase to 45 million pas-
sengers annually. The pro-
ject is also expected to boost
cargo-handling capacity at
the airport, which recorded
16% vear-on-year growth in
the last financial year.
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AAI clears terminal design
for Thanjavur airport
- "

Karthik

dtimesafindiacom

Trichy: Alrports Authority of
India (AAD has approved the
dhesian for a new passenger e
minal and allied infrastructu-
re for the proposed domestic
airport at the Thanjavur Air
Foree Station, bringing the
project o step closer bo execi
thom.

Tamil Nodu govt had han
dod over 56 nores to AATtwo ye-
ars ago for the construction ol
the terminal buildi With
the design now finalised, the
project is awalling -prinei-
ple and sdministrative appro-
vals from AAT headquarters
before tenders can be foated
and eonstruetion commenced.

According toairport offic-
als, the proposed alrport will
share the existing Alr Traffic
Comtral (ATC) tower with the
Indian Alr Foree. “Design apg
roval was obtnined for the pas-
senger terminal building, link
taciwiry and parking bax The
runway is more than 3,00m
longe, Limited domestic Dights
canbeoperated there, " said S5
Raju, director of Trichy Inter
national Alrport.

Trichy Internstional Adr
port, which serves ms the men-
tor airpart for the project. con-
ducted feasibility studies and
submitted proposals to AAL
e haks said the propesed alr
port isabout 50lom from Tricky
by ol and rore than 40km by
atir Sinece the Thanjavur facili-
iy isbelngdeveloped st gn exis-
thng abrfield thint handled com
mercial flights until the early
18808, restrict bonss applicible 1o
new greenfield atrports within
a 150Em radins of an existing
civilianairportdon'tapply

The project is estimated to
cost around 100 crore. [nitial
Iy twoor three ATR-type turbo-
prop alreraf, esch with o sea
ting capacity of about 70 pas-
SEREers, Are expected W opera-
te domestic services from the
airport. To improve sccess in
ther propoesed terminal, state

¥

AWAITING NOD TO BEGIN WORK: The plan includes a passenger

tenminal, a link taxiway and aircraft parking bays

‘Awaiting financial
sanction for Kovai
airport expansion’

Coimbatore: Director of the
Coimbatore International
Abrport Mohammaed Arif has
said that Airports Authority of
Indiais still awalting financial
sanction of £2,200 crore and
clearances for the Colmbatore
airport"s expansion.
“Ewerything has been done from
the AAl side, Once the project
ipets the nod and the amount is
sanctioned, the tender process
will be started,” he said. He said
the state govt has nearly
handed over the entire land
neaded forexpansion. “Thereis
no significant hurdie,” he
added. He said thatapprovats
are belng sought from the Public
Investrment Board, and that the
proposal (s also forwarded to
the NITI Aayog. s

vt has agreed to straighten
an existing curved approsch
rosd connecting the adrport to
the Thanjavur-Podukkottai
Highway. “Before the infrust
ruecture is ready for use, neces-
sary clenrmnces from BCAS
and other regulatory suthori-
ties will be obtained for the
new airport.” Riaju said.
[HTecials sald the alrport s
unlikely toafTect the growthof

Trichy airport ATC
tower to open in 2027

Trichy: The air traffic control
towerat Trichy International
Airport |5 expected to become
operational in 2027 after
construction is completed and
mandatory safety clearances
are obtained, airport director S
5 Raju said on Saturday. The
Alrports Authority of india has
secured ano-objection
certificate toincrease the
tower's height from the
originally planned 46m to 53m
toimprove visibllity, AAl has
allacated 260 crore for the ATC
tower-cum-technical block
project. Construction was
haltad in Sept 2025 after
authorities found that certain
areas near the rumway were not
vislble from the proposed
tower. Raju said the proposal to
repurpose the ald terminal
building, is inits final stage.

Trichy International Alrport,
which primarily caters to in
fernational traffic. Once ope-
rational, the sirport is expac
ted to improve reglonal air
connectivity and provide easi-
1 aeerss bo major religious to-
urism destinations and educa-
tonal institutions across the
Cawvery delta districis of
Thanjsvur, Tiruvarur, Mayila-
dhutbrural and Nagapa tinam
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Major facelift to upgrade Imphal Arport to aviation hub

Integrated cargo services in July; construction of new passenger terminal under way

SOBHAPATI SAMOM

IMPHAL, June 13: The
Imphal International Airport
here 1s likely to become one
of the busiest airports n the
North East like Guwahati af-
ter inauguration of integrat-
ed cargo services and subse-
quent completion of a new
terminal, officials said.

“Over the last 12 years, the
Imphal airport has witnessed
remarkable growth m both
aircraft movement and pas-
senger traffic,” Airport Direc-
tor Chupemmi Keishing said.

“Today the awport regular-
ly handles more than 16
scheduled arrivals and as
many departures on a daily
basis. The total aircraft move-

ments often exceed 50 per
day, including non-scheduled
flights,” he pointed out.

Currently, the arport han-
dles approximately 3,000 ar-
riving and as many departing
passengers, Keishing said,
adding that Imphal 18 now
connected to all major met-
ropolitan cities of India.

The 60-year-old airport
used to handle only four ar-
rivals and departures with
fewer than 500 arriving and
departing passengers on a
daily basis in 2014.

The Airport Director said
that the construction of the
mtegrated cargo ternunal has
been completed and 1s await-
ing inauguration next month.
The operationalisation of the

cargo services will signifi-
cantly boost trade and com-
merce as all arrlines can han-
dle their cargo from Imphal,
with the volume reaching
around 1,500 metric tonnes
in a month against the cur-

rent monthly volume of 500
metric tonnes, he added.
Besides, the existing ter-
munal with an area of approx-
imately 7,500 square metres,
has become congested due to
the increasing passenger vol-

ume. To meet the growing
demand, construction of the
new integrated terminal is
under way on the eastern side
of the existing termunal, he
said, adding that the project
has achieved approximately

50 per cent physical progress.
The new ternunal spread
over approximately 22,000
square metres, will feature
four aerobridges, separate
domestic and international
arrival and departure areas,
architecture inspired by cul-
ture, GRIHA 5-star green
bulding standards, and park-
ing facilities for about 1,000
carsand 15 buses. The exist-
ing parking facility can accom-
modate only about 250 cars.
The airport authorities
have also completed con-
struction of a dedicated heli-
pad for helicopter services by
Pawan Hans and Global Vec-
tra, which is ready to be com-
missioned. This will enhance
inter-district connectivity.
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DELAVED TAKEOFF

Noida Airport
Begins Flight
Ops Today

Airport tostart with 12
daily flights, ramp up to
around 40 by July

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: After missing multiple de-
adlines, the Noida airport will become
operational on Monday morning when
an IndiGo aircraft takes off for Luck-
Now.

However, growth of traffic may be slo-
wer than expected, as Indian airlines have
heavily cut down their expansion due to
high fuel prices. The airport will initially
start with 12 flights per day but expects to
scale up to around 40 daily flights by July.

IndiGo and Akasa will start flights on
Monday and Tuesday.

However, Tata group airlines Air India
and Air India Express are unlikely to

launch flights from the

airport soon as they have

heavily reduced capacity.

“Airlines are of course

cautious about the expan-

sion. But we are building

FIRSTFLIGHT this airport for decades,

AnIndiGo not for the next 23

aircraft months,” said Christoph

takesofffor  gohnelimann, vice-chair-

Lucknowon  ynap of the airport. “Du-

Monday ring Covid, we saw traffic

in India recovering faster than in many

other parts of the world. So, we remain
confident.”

While it was conceptualised as a se-
cond airport for Delhi, Noida airport
starts when Delhi’s primary airport,
Indira Gandhi International Airport,
is still expanding and planning to in-
crease hourly aircraft movement from
around 80 to 100.

Neetu Samra, CEO of Noida Internatio-
nal Airport, said the new airport will be ab-
le to develop its own passenger base. “We
are well conmected to western UP, certain
parts of Delhi NCR and some parts of Gur-
gaon. The catchment remains strong. A
passenger now has more options,” she said.

While airlines remain worried about
the connectivity between the airport
and major parts of Delhi, Schnellmann
said the surface connectivity between
theairportsisadequateforthe expected
passenger traffic right now, and additio-
nal infrastructure is being built.

The UP government has approved
716,000 crore for a rapid rail corridor
that will connect the Noida airport to
IGIA along with other parts of Delhi.

“This will be incredibly important to in-
crease surface transport. The rail network
will have a stop directly in front of the ter-
minal building of the airport,” Schnell-
mann said.
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LUCKNOW

Noida airport
to begin ops
onJune 1

Noida International
Airport at Jewar will begin
scheduled commercial
aperations on June 15, with
IndiGo operating the
inaugural flight. The air-
port will initially handle
around six flights daily,
with services set to
expand to more than 20
destinations from July.
International operations
are expected to start by
the end of 2026. The air-
port, inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Madi on March 28, is
expected to handle 4.5
million to 5 million pas-
sengers in its first financial
year.

-Biswajeet Banerjee
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Heavy rain
disrupts
Shamshabad
Airport
operations

METRO INDLA NEWS | HYDERABAD

Heavy rainfall on Saturday sig-
nificantly impacted flight
schedules at Shamshabad Air-
port, leading o disruptions.
Authorities were compelled to
reroute a number of flights due
to the inclement weather. Spe-
cifically, arrivals from Mumbai.
Delhi, Varanasi, Bengaluru,
and Singapore experienced
delays or changes in routing.
Ajrport officials explained
that poor landing conditions at
Shamshabad made it tempor-
arily unsafe to permit landings,
resulting in some flights being
denled clearance. This situ-
ation has caused considerable
Inconvenience for passengers.
Adding to the weather-re-
lated travel issues, Chiefl Min-
ister Revanth Reddy’s journey
from Delhi to Hyderabad on
Friday was rerouted to Benga-
luru due to the adverse
weather, Consequently, the
Chief Minister had to spend
the night in Bengaluru before
continuing his journey to
Hyderabad on Saturday
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Noida airport’s inaugural
flight set to land at 8:05am

Vinod Rajput and
Anupam Srivastava

htreporters@htlive.com

NOIDA: The Noida International
Airport in Jewar is set to begin
operations on Monday as its
inaugural flight — from Luc-
know's Chaudhary Charan Singh
International Airport —will land
at 8:05am, officials confirmed.

The return flight — IndiGo’s
6E-2279 — will depart from the
Noida airport at 6:55pm and
reach Lucknow at 8pm.

Airport officials said that
while the inaugural flight will
operate on Monday, regular
flights on the route are expected
to commence later.

The Uttar Pradesh assembly
speaker Satish Mahana, UP chief

secretary SP Goyal and other
ministers are likely to take the
first flight from Lucknow to
Noida airport, officials said, add-
ing that all tickets for this flight
are sold out.

Union civil aviation minister
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu,
Jewar MLA Dhirendra Singh,
Gautam Budh Nagar MP Dr
Mahesh Sharma, along with offi-
cials of NIAL and the Yamuna
Authority, will be present to
receive the inaugural flight on
Monday, said Noida Interna-
tional Airport Limited (NIAL)
officials.

The new air link is seenas a
key step in strengthening UP's
aviation network and supporting
economic integration between
the state’s administrative and

commercial centres.

“The launch of this flight is
expected to be followed by simi-
lar services from other airlines,
strengthening connectivity
between the state capital and
commercial centres such as
Noida,” Lucknow airport spokes-
person said.

Shailendra Bhatia, nodal offi-
cer of NIAL told HT, “It is an
emotional moment for me per-
sonally being associated with the
project from the first day. Itis a
historic day when the first flight
will land at the Noida Interna-
tional Airport. The airport has
put in place security arrange-
ments in accordance with the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity’s (BCAS) standard operating
procedures.”
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Noida Airport’s promises
and portents at take-off

onnectivity is the make-or-break fac-
tor in this age of multimodal trans-
port. This certainly holds true for
Noida International Airport (NIA);
the first phase of the airport, a T1L000-crore
project, was inaugurated by the Prime Minis-
ter last month. With commercial operations
sel 1o start from June 15, the airport hopes o
combine “Indian warmth with Swiss effi-
ciency” — Zurich International Airports ad
won the tight contest for the airport project
in November 2019,
The commencement of operations offers
a much-needed distraction from the dire
straits the aviation sector finds itself in at the
moment thanks to the war in West Asia: NIA
promises to change the face of air travel in
the national capital region (NCR).
Till a few years ago, Jewar, where
the alrport has come up, was a
sleepy little hamlet not far from
Noida, Uttar Pradesh. But things
changed after chief minister Yogi

retain traffic, investing 39,800 crore to
expand and upgrade its present facilitles.
Alrlines operate in a hyper-competitive envi-
ronment themselves, and are excited that the
two airports will be competing, ending the
“take it or leave It” reatment often meied out
by airport operators — apart from its own
catchment spanning Nolda to Mathura, NIA
could also grab some of the central and east
Delhi traffic if it offers significant cost and
time savings.

The biggest question before NIA Is finan-
cial viability. Most are of the view that Zurich
Alrports and NIAL (the joint-venture
between the airport and the UP government)
will burn cash for at least the intial six to
elght years before it starts getting returns.

Experts argue that the airport is
likely to be far more expensive
operate from since it is being built
so long after Delhi Alrport, and con-
struction costs will be in keeping
with today’s prices. Although the

Adityanath and his team of minis- Anjuli plan is to make sure there is no
ters and bureaucrats assumed office Bh “gold plating”, the pressure from
in 2017. The state government argavad e economies of scale that Delhi

acquired the land and got it vacated
in record tdme for Zurich Airports
to start building.

For passengers, NLA can be a blessing,
provided it is made easily accessible and
cost-effective. The new airport is 700 metres
from the Yamuna Expressway, which has
already shrunk travel time in this reglon. To
ensure smooth access, the National High-
ways Authority of India (NHAI) has built a
clover-leaf interchange from the alrport to
the expressway.

The Delhi Metro is expected to provide
connectivity from Noida and Greater Noida
to a station that opens right outside NIA's
entry — quite like many European airporis
that can be accessed through their respective
meiro-rail networks. A more ambitious high-
speed rail connection between Delhi and
Varanasi with a stop at the NIA passenger
terminal has also been discussed, but is still
on paper.

NIA has bagged a few access-enabling
agreements, including air-conditioned bus
services from the airport to four key destina-
tions in Uttarakhand and nine in Haryana,
including Gurugram. It is also parinering
Mahindra Logistics Mobility to offer a pre-
mium, 24X7 all-electric taxi service.

The good news for NCR passengers is that
Delhi Alrport has pulled up its socks to

Alrport has already achieved can’t
be wished away — it can afford o
offer competitive rates to airlines, if it so
chooses. This is where ease and costs of con-
nectivity come Into play. Catchment area
notwithstanding, NIA is 25-26 kilomeires
from the heart of Nolda. Time and cost of
reaching will determine the choice of air-
port. Access, once you reach the Yamuna
Expressway, may be quick, but reaching the
expressway means navigating many
stretches of clogged Delhi traffic.
The official thinking is that even if NIA is
a bit early in terms of traffic requirements of
the NCR region and the UP government or
the concessionalre lose money for a while, it
is better to be early than sorry, as has been
the case with Mumbai. In a country of India’s
diversity and complexity, greenfield airports
such as the Navi Mumbali one or even Goa's
MOPA have taken almost 20 years to bulld
since they were first conceived. Inordinate
delays in getting Navi Mumbai Airport off
the ground have already taken a heavy toll
on Mumbai’s aviation growth. The NCR
shouldn't see a repeat. Ambitious India no
longer has 20 years to wait

Anjuli Bhargma wriles on governence,
infrastructure, and the social sector,
The views expressed are persomne!
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Kannur: Gold
worth Rs1.88 cr
seized at airport

THE CUSTOMS Preventive
Commissionerate on Sun-
day atrested a passenger
and seized gold worth Rs
1.88 crore from him at Kan-
nur International Airport,
officials said. The arrested
person was identified as
Abdul Ramsheed. Accord-
ing toofficials, Ramsheed
had arrived from Sharjah.
Acting on suspicion,
officers of the Customs Pre-
ventive Commissionerate
intercepted and questioned
him, officials said. Subse-
quent examination and
scanning led tothe detec-
tion of four capsules
containing gold compound
concealed in his rectum,
officials said. PTI
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DOMESTIC OPS AT NOIDA AIRPORT START TODAY, INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS LIKELY BY YEAR-END

‘Confident of India’s long-term
aviation growth despite shocks’

. EXPRESS
mnterview

THE NOIDA International Air-
port (NIA) in Uttar Pradesh’s
Jewar starts commercial oper-
atiorns today, becoming the Na-
tional Capital Region’s second
major airport. NIA, whichisa
Greenfield airport desipned and
builtby anam of Zurich Alrport
International AG, opens at a
time when the aviation sector ks
grapplingwith headwinds amid
the West Asla crisis. While the
NIA management accepts that
the crisis is a challenge in the
short-term, it is confident of the
long-term growth potential In
Indiasaviation market. The NIA
isprojecied tohave 5 milllon pas-
sengers within 10-12 months,
with overseas flight operations
expected tostart by the end of
2006. NIA Vice Chairman Chirds-
toph Schnellmann and CEO
Nitu Samra share their views
with Sukalp Sharma on vari-
ous facets of the new alrport, is
positioning vis-a-vis the Delhi
airport. and their vision for the
road ahead. Edited excerpts:

Asthe NIA isset tostart
operations, what are the
traffic projections for the
coming year?
Samra: We start on.June 15
with IndiGo, and Akasa Alrstarts
onthe 16th, and we will mmp up
over the weeks and months to
come. We're starting with 12
flights a day in June. In July, ad-
ding more destinations, we will
ramp up to 40-42 daily flights.
Then gradually further mmp-up
will happen. In terms of projec-
tons, it is difficult for metocom-
meent on a longer horizon at this
stage. But | think in terms of first

10-12 months, weexpect approxd-
muately 5 million passengers.

When do youexpect the
second phase of NIA's deve-
lopment to be triggered?
Anytimeline based on your
internal projections?
Samra: AS Per Ol CONCes-
sion agreement, we would offl-
clally kick offthe {second) phase

when we reach about 10 million
passengers (per year). But in
terms of how the infrastructure
needs evolve, just to give you an
example, we have already
started the work on additional
parking stands, so there are
somethings that we could add
earlier than the restof the Infra-
structure depending on the
requirement... The alrport (in
phase one) is built for 12 million
passengers (ayear).
Schnellmann: The recent
events in West Asia have made
sortof intermediate predictions
justa Little bit more challenging.
But as I've always said, I'm con-
vinced that by the end of thisde-
cade, construction activities for
the next phase will be In full swi-
ng. We'll revisit ina couple ofye-
arstosee how accurate that was.

Thealrpnrtlssr.an.lngup
erations at adifficult tim
forﬂleaviaﬂonseﬁar.l’.n-
dian carriers have reduced
flights due to the West Asia
crisis-related head-winds.
How biga concern is it for
you? What impact do you
expect in the short-term?

Schnellmann: We wonthe
bid to design and build this air-
port at the end of 2019. Three
monthslater, the bottom drop-
ped out of the aviation market
across the world. No one was
flying anymore (due to the
Covid pandemic). [ thinktoour
credit, the shareholdersand the
lenders, everyone stood by and
remained committed to this
project.

The years since have proven
them and us right. We sawtraf-
fic in India rebound very
quickly, faster than in many
parts of the world. That's the
approach we take to the current
crisis as well. It's a challenging
time for aviation but ifwe zoom
out and look at where the in-
dustry has come from in the
past 15-20 years, and what the
outlook is, we remain [n-
credibly confident.

CHRISTOPH SCHNELLMANN
V. NOICA INTERMATICHAL MIRPORT

NITUSAMRA
CEQ, NODA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Inyourtalkswith airlines
on theirnetwork develo-
pmentout of NIA, has there
been any major rethink that
vou've seen due tothe
current challenges?

Schnellmann: [ think
they're looking at it exactly the
same way (as us). Aviation in
India remains an absolute
growth market, and they've
commitied hundreds of aircrafts
each tothis market and remain
confident in this outlook. One
thingwe've learned, and not just
in the past five vears, about thic
Industry is that there’s always
somesurprise, dissuption, oreri-
sis, But even through those tur-
bulences, we do see the growth
trajectory.

‘When canwe expect the
first international flight to
take off from NLA? And have
ithe West Asia crisis and
closure of Pakistani
airspace been speed bumps
onthat front?

Samra: We expect to start
with international operationsto-
wards theend of the year. From
an international perspective,
that (West Asia crisis and Pakis-
tani airspace closure) isnot a
question right now. But times are
uncertain, so it's difficutt to say
whatwill be the situation by the
end of the year.

Isitjustthe India-based
International carriers or

overseas carriers alsothat
may siart operationsas per
the timeline that you just
gave? Which overseas
geographies could see
flights from and to the NIA
Initially?

Schnellmann: We have
very specific interest from for-
elgn carriers also. We dosee in-
ternational traffic developing
initially in West Asia and
Southeast Asia, these are re-
gions for which we are seeinga
Iot of interest... but ulfimately
itsuptothealrlines.

The West Asla crisis has
made some of it a little bit less
predictable, but the interest is
there from Indian as well asin-
ternational airlines. I'm confi-
dent that the people in our
catchment want direct flights
to international destinations.

‘The issue of hish airport tar-
iffs at NIA hasbeen flagged by a
few airlines as well as others,
who say that the cost benefit to
aidines and passengers that the
new airport could offer vis-a-vis
Delhi airport hasbeen negated.

Samra: We had asked for
slightly higher tariffs than what
AERA [Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority of India)
has given. Even what we had
sought was broadly in linewith
the other greenfield airports
and even a few brownfield air-
ports in India. Considering the
whole infrastrocture is new, sig-
nificant capex has been in-

vested. From an airline’s pet-
spective, we know that costisa
consideration. We think we
would certainly be oper-
ationally cost competitive for
an airline. Cost is a mix of vari-
ous elements like the airport
charpes, firel cost, and theoper-
ational efficiencies that alrport
offers, among others. High op-
erational efficiency, like shorter
turnarounds between fights,
saves costs for airdines, and we
think we will be very cost com-
petitive for carriers.

lacks multi-modal conn-
ectivity, unlike the Delhi
airport. How bigaconcern
isit presently, and what
doesthe future look lke?

Schnellmann: I'm con-
vinced that the airport Is very
well connected toitscatchment
through the Yamuna Express-
way. We've been working very
deliberataly to ensure theres a
quickand easy way toreachthe
airport for every price point, be
it buses or coaches, taxis, and
even something more lusxur-
ious, all that will be available.
That really will be the primary
access to the airport for a
number of vears, which ison
par with with many other air-
ports. By and large, the vast ma-
jority of travellers reach airports
by road.

Havingsaid that, 'm excited
by the plans that the state gov-
emment Is workingon withthe
central government to develop
rail connectivity — RETS con-
nectivity is planned and high-
speed rail connectivity hasbeen
mooted along the planned
Delhi-Varanas] line. We'rework-
ing on plans for both of these
railways to have stops directly
in front of the terminal. We ex-
pect this multimodal connec-
tivity will become increasingly
important in the long-term.

FULL INTERVIEW ON
WWWLINDLANEXPRESS.COM
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172 FARMERS TO TAKE SPECIAL LUCKNOW FLIGHT

Noida Int’l Airport gears up
for operational debut today

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: In a unique gesture
to recognise the contribu-
tion of farmers who gave up
their land for the Noida Inter-
national Airport project, the
Uttar Pradesh pgovernment
will fly 172 of them to Luc-
know on June 15 as part of the
airports inaugural operations.
The farmers will also have an
opportunity to interact with
Chief Minister Yogi Aditvanath
during the visit.

According to the fight
schedule, the first aircraft will
arrive at MNoida International
Adrport from Lucknow at 8.05
am and depart for Bengaluro
at 8.35 am. Another light is
scheduled to leave for Luc-
know at 9 am. The 180-seat
Lucknow-bound fight has
been reserved for farmers
whose land contributed (o the
development of the airport

The arrangement was report-
edly made following a rec-
ommendation by Jewar MLA
Dhirendra Singh.

The inaugural flight from
Lucknow to Jewar is expected
to carry Union and state min-

isters, elected represemta-
tives, senior aviation officials
and industry leaders.

CLOSER LOOK

# The inaugural flight from Luc-

know to lewar i expeded
to carry Unien and state
ministers, elected representa-
fives, senior aviation officials
and industry leaders

The Corridor Region Com-
mittee (CRC) has also reserved
70 seats for enlreprensiin, whao
will be introduced to invest-
ment uppuriunhlr5 and indus-
trial prospects in the region
Officials from the Director-
ate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) are also likely
to be on board.

u The Corridar Region Com-

mittes has ako reserved

70 seats for entrepreneurs,
who will be intreduced to
investment opportunities and
industrial prospects in region

Authorities said the initia-
tive is intended to honour the
farmers whose cooperation
made possible the development
of the mega infrastructure prog-
ect spread across thousands
of acres in Jewar.

Meanwhile, security
arrangements have been sig-
nificantly strengthened ahead

of the airport’s launch. Gautam
Buddh Nagar Police Commas-
sioner Laxmi Singh reviewed
security, traffic management
and emergency response pre-
parﬁ.irw:Etdir:::ﬂirl:g ul!iL'F;an
to ensure seamless operations
at the airport and surround-
ing areas once commercial
services commence.



AIRF‘UH I'SAUTHCO Hﬂ“f L?F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MOERNING STANDARD DELHI 15 JUNE 2026

170 farmers who gave up land to board
Jewar’s maiden Lucknow flight today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Mew Delhi

AROUND 170 farmers, includ-
ing 20 women, from the Jewar
region who gave up their land
for the MNoida International
Airport project will board the
maiden commercial flight from
the airport to Lucknow on Mon-
day morning. The IndiGo flight,
scheduled to depart around B
am, will be flagged off by Union
Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naiduw

Jewar MLA Dhirendra Singh
will accompany the farmers on
the inaugural journey. The
group is also expected to meet
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityvanath in Lucknow.
Singh described the occasion

as a proud moment for the re-
gion and =said the journey re-
flected how the benefits of de-
velopment were reaching
ordinary citizens., He added
that the farmers who once cul-
tivated the land would now
undertake their first air
journey from the air-
port built on it.

PM Narendra Modi
formally inaungurated
the airport on March 28
thiz vear, while the Direc.
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion granted clearance on March
&. The airport launch, however,
was delayed from its original
September 2024 scheduls be-
cause of land acquisition issues,
construction delays and pend-

ing regulatory clearances.
Officials said domestic serv-
ices are being launched first,
while international operations
are expected to begin once op-
erations stabilise. An airport of:
ficial said the facility is ex-
pected to handle around
50 to 60 lakh passengers

in its first vear.

The airport currently
has one runway and
one passenger terminal
with an annual handling
capacity of 1.2 crore passen-
gers. The project is being devel-
oped under a public-private
partnership model by Yamuna
International Airport Private
Limited, a subsidiary of Zurich

Ajrport International AG.
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Vizag airport passenger traffic rises
170% in a decade, shows AAI records

USHA PERI @ Visakhapatnam

PASSENGER traffic at the Vi-
sakhapatnam International
Airport has grown by nearly
170% owver the last decade, in-
creasing from 10.98 lakh pas-
sengers in 2014-15 to 28,68 lakh
in 2025-26. During the same pe-
riod, aircraft movements rose
from 11,306 to 21,799, according
to the Airports Authority of In
dia (AAL).

The airport, operated by AAL
will ohserve Yatri Suvidha Di-
was-2(26 on Monday with a se-
ries of passenger-oriented and
community engagement activi-
ties. Originally established asa
military airfield during the
World War 11, the airport began
civil operations in 1981, and has
since emerged as a key aviation
gateway for the region. It cur-
rently offers connectivity to

= -

III--I';

e e f's-*

major domestic destinations,
including Delhi, Mumbai, Ben-
galuru, Hyderabad, Chennai,
Kolkata, Vijayawada, Tirupati,
Bhubaneswar, Raipur, Kurnool
and Jeypore, besides an inter-
national service to Singapore.
The airport also supports re-
gional air connectivity under
the Centre’s UDAN scheme,”
airport Director N Purushot-
tam said.

To cater to increasing pas-
senger demand, the airport has

undergone infrastructure up-
grades in recent vears. A termi-
nal expansion commizsioned
in October 2022 increazed the
built-up area from 20,000 square
metres to around 30,000 square
metres, enhancing annual pas-
senger handling capacity from
2.5 million to 3.6 million.

“The airport has also intro-
duced several passenger facili
tation measures, including Digi
Yatra, free public Wi-Fi, wheel-
chair assistance, tactile path-
ways, barrier{ree access and
dedicated passenger support
services. Nearly 30% of depart-
ing passengers currently use
Diigi Yatra for seamless travel,”
he noted.

Cargo operations have also
registered a steady growth over
the vears, strengthening the
airport’s role in regional trade
and logistics.
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Airport outlines capacity
expansion, green push

SAMARPITA BANERIJEE
AND DEBRAJ MITRA

Caleutta: The city airport has
oxpandod passenger capaci-
ty. upgraded washrooms and
taken steps to reduce earbon
omissions in recent years, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

At a campaign in the run-
up to the Yairi Suvidha Divas
(Passenger Amenities Day),
to be celebrated at the airport
on Monday, the authorities
shared details of the upgrades
since 2014, They also outlined
some of the projects being un-
dertaken.

Washrooms

“We have undergone an exten-
sive renovation and mainte
nance of washroom facilities
across the airpert to improve
passenger comfort and hy-
giene. Of the 28 washroom
hlocks, 27 have been renovated
The other one will be renovat-
ed very soon,” said Calcutta
airport director Vikram Singh.

A periodic maintenance
process includes inspection of
air-conditioning systems, fit-
tings, walls, and other related
facilities to ensure that wash-
roams remain clean and fune-
tional at all times, said officials.

In February, a new wash-
room block was opened at the
airport for passengers arriv-
ing on Nights and entering
the terminal via aerobridges.
Eariier, arriving passengers
using aerobridges had no
washrooms on the terminal's
upper level

Washrooms have been a
problem at the alrport for dec-
ades. Even after the terminal
becams operational in January
2014, passengers frequently
complained about foul smells

and persistently wet floors

Capacity building

The airport's annual passen-
ger handling capacity will
soon increase from 26 million
to 24 million, Singh said.

At present, the alrport
handles nearly 21 million pas-
SOTIOrs a year.

To cater to future growth,
the Airports Authority of
India (AAT) has expanded the
domestic departure area by
883sqm (around 10,000sqft)
and is adding another 300sgm
to the international departure
section. The expansion is ex-
pected to boost the alrport’s
overall capacity.

When the new integrated
terminal became operation-
al in 2013, it was designed to
handle 20 million passengers
annually, said Singh.

The secondary runway,
nearing completion, will en-
sure uninterrupted 24x7 op-
erations during the mainte-
nance of the primary runway,
said an official

“Two new taxi tracks have
facilitated the operations of
wide-body aircraft and im
proved aircraft movement
on the ground. Other major
developments over the years

include the new ATC Tower,
Metro connectivity and the
advanced CAT [ airfield land-
ing system,” he said.

Signage

The airport is upgrading its
signage system across the ter
minals. Digital standees will
be installed to provide clear in-
formation on boarding gates,
airport facilities, and passen
BET SETVICes,

A dedicated signape com-
mittee has been formed to re-
view and improve directional
signs throughout the airport
Special attention is being given
to signage related to Metro
connectivity and newly added
passenger facilities. Meiro
Railway reached the airport in
August 2025, with the Jai Hind
stathon belng operational

The project is expoected to
significantly improve the pas-
SENgEr EXperience
Carbon footprint
The airpart is increasingly re-
lying on solar energy and has
developed its own solar power
generatinn capacity of over
17TMW. A significant portion af
the airport’s energy require-
ments is being met through
renewable energy, reducing
dependence on conventional
POWET SOUTTES,

The authorities are also
working to reduce carbon emis-
sioms and improve their envi
ronmenial performance, Under
the Alrport Carbon Aceredita-
tion programme, the airport is
currently accredited at Level
2 and is taking further steps to
improve its carbon rating.

Most of the airport's op
erational vehicles have been
converied to battery-operated
vehicles.
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Taxiing towards takeoff: Noida Airport to
compete with IGI for passengers,

Lt lum:lornﬂn.:m:

New Dethi: Constrained sug
ply strugeling to cope with ex-
Moding demand fsis Jong been
the prevalent theme for criti-
cal infrastructure in India
across sectors, Addithonal ca-
pacity becomes ready long af-
Rt the o kst g ot has got sat
urnted nnd s bursting ot
sesms, Challenges of this soe

lar An1GLA stll having room
for more Dights, and an N1A
keen to make its mark guick-
Iy, s good news for Alers, who
will have more options in the
near future, But iLakso brings
its oam challenges for NLA op-
erator Flughaten Zirich A,
an unprecedented one in In-
iz as new airports here have
trafMie waltlng far them whin
they open. Mot sowith NTA.
Sample this Existing alr

Especially during the cngoing
West Asii crisis when aifines
are cutting flights left, right
and centry as operating costy
apiral and the rupes falls,

The NLA developer had ap
pointed Landrum & Brown
{L&Ry, oneol the world'saldest
aviation planning consuliancy
firms, to conduct & trafic
stucky To distermine that, L&B
first did so for the Delhi region
a5 n whaole The study projects

what the Img-awaited secomd
commercial airpert in the
short term means for Delhi
NCR [liers = more optlons es
pacially in penk hours ps 1GEA
s no spars slots in highly
sought morning and evening
time slots off §89:8m/ pm. People
who neetd o resch Delhior oth-
ar hijg cities in time for morn-
Ing business moctings and be
hack in time to aleep at homea
will hawe more eudy morning

L] ll

eovt his temporarily oat VAT
o jet feel to 7%, dimming the
shine on Noida's 1% VAT md-
vantage, Connectivity willalso
beymuajor issue ininitin] years
s Jong as golng by road is the
omily option for passengers and
il MLA pets ametro link

“NIA has beon bid out on
revenuesharing, which is per
passongor basis and theres no
revenue share for cargn, Al
mostaquarterof aireargo des

nario are well known to desi  ports in Bengaluru {HAL and ~ NIA will pecount for pbout 8%  and late-night flights. tined to and from KCR comes
consumers, who hove beens at - Hyderabnd (Begwmpet) were  of Delhi-NCR's air traffic de- While it sounds easy NIA - from NIAS eatchment area.
therecotvingend of manvade  shut for commercial oper  mond this fiscal with that  hos nothed iteasy sinceincep Howoever, in Indin, T0-75% car-

marul-supply crunch.

Nokls Infernational Alr
part (NTA) will break this
mionld] whisn i1 becomes oper
athonal Monday: It bringschoic-
&5 to alr rravellers. na region
where the sole hub, Delhi's
IGIA, handled 7.8 crore flyers
st vear 27% less than its cur
rent capacity of 11orome pissen-
gers annually (CPA) with four
runways ind three terminals,

This West Asia war-rayv
aged yvear has not been great
for the global economy in gen
eral and aviotion In pariicu

ations when the two IT cities
got new alrporis in 2008, Goa
got Mopa as Navy's Dabolim
has restrictions on commer
cial operations. Mumbai got
its secomd alrport with the ex-
isting CSMIA opersting way
bevond capacity, so any addi-
thorl Mgkt goes 1o Mol M-
bai. And Vimgatrport will not
ase pommercial lights anee
Bhogapuram gets operationsl
Interthis vear

NIA, however, will have o
compete for fights with the
hugely botter connected [GLA

HOW NIA PLANS TO GROW

share rising to almost 14% in
the fscal ending March 2060,
IGIA will “continue to be fa-
voured by alrfines during the
initkil years post commence-
ment of operations al NIA...
onew trafficat IGLA nears isul-
timate capacitx it 15 expected
that there will be spdllage of
‘traffic to MLA," #t says.

NIA opens with an initial
copacity of 12 crore passen
gers per annum (CPA), which
Is the capacity of IG1A's oldest
and smallest terminal, T2 So
wilh no capacity constraints,

tiom. It was to hme three
lounch abrlines InditGo,
Akean and Ajr India Express,
Bl due 1o massive losses of
the Al Group last fiscal, the Ta-
ta proup budget carrier has
pullal out of NLA, So Noida
will primarily be an IndiGo
alrport with some Nights by
Alcan to begrin with. Regional
Mights, which so far didn't get
1GLA slots, could make a bee-
linefor Moida unless Delhiair
port changes its stanoe,
Moreover, airlines have no
cost advantage ot NLA. Delhi

go poes in the belly of passen-
ger planes. So, unless you hive
enough  commercial  flights,
cargo bulldup ean’t happen,”™
said an industry insider N1A ks
betting bigon cargn

Taking off amid turbu-
lenee, thiscould havefinancial
Imiplbcations. Bul KIAS long
term story is rock solid. So
much sothat other bilg private
nirport operators in Indis ore
already saeing a role for them
eelves when and if Flughafon
Zurich AG decides to dilute its
stake in Nobda Airport

The reason is the popula-
tion growthof 1he Delhil-NCR
megapolis. which will be-

ome the most populouns wre
> Starting capacity The People Rush ban conglomerate globally by
(T1 with ane runway) & massive urban agglomeration like overtaking Tokyo by H00
| 1.2 crore passengers  Delhi-NCR necds multiple airports with when population towches the
annually (CPA) its population projected to graw by g-orore mark, sccording to
» T1 to expand to 3 nearly 50% of current estimates by 2041 NCR Planning Board, That 15
the time when NLA is project-
Sin h::mn s B ek pupulation B Fig in & od to be completing the first
¥ md on 2o | 7. of itsthree phase-wise oxpan
;e':’:: mmu;rﬁ‘ds 2oz [ siona. Phase 1 expanaion will
P st NIA T1 growing to a ca
traffichits 24 crore 2031 | . pacity of 3 CPA. The current
» T2 to be built in e R 1! plans are for two runways
two stages of 2 CPA 2041 | 11 and as many terminals o re-
each P——— O — acha peak capacity of TOPA
» Reaching 80% Tl et parts of Haryara, Rajasihan aeel LB in he 402 An alrport 15 a long=term
cagaity to be story The Palam Airfleld was
trigger for launching Howi much ar's domestic air traffi 102 e i esstablishod by the British nthe
the next phase of will Delhifs air 10 1) 4 1930s pnd expanded to be used
development traffic grow by (T3 | 29 11 Lier aaanairbaseduring Workd Wi
) 0307 14 l.li___,_..—-—-"‘-""' I Commercial fights hers
> UP gavt warking to WhatLEB & | sartad in 1962 when the sume
expand NIA area 1o sty Nik's domestic share 24 NI [t @i traffie  Were moved from Safdariung
$URE 3000 hectates estimates and 7 oseiL  Ller  lder LTer | Airport due ip increase in traf-
in the coming years Moida alrport's 2 grossd (29w (s G721 dlakh  Glakh  Bllakh 10BKR g g piseties IGIA b vetto
ta hause many share in It (L8%) (2% @6%) (2% gew the fine] chapter in its evo-
more terminals and ] L f 8- Tution which will be the e
rUWAYS mmull;u:‘?; P Fras FY2a FY30 Lt FYIR FYs Frig placement of T2 with T4 some
time in the next decade




AIRPUH I'SAUT HOR!TY (_?F INLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA HYDERABAD 14 JUNE 2026

9 flights diverted
from Hyd airport

Hyderabad: Nine flights sche-
duled to land at RGIA, Shams-
habad, were diverted to alter-
nate airports on Friday night
due to adverse weather condi-
tions caused by heavy rainfall.
Of the diverted flights, six we-
re rerouted to Bengaluru, two
to Chennai, and one to Nagpur.
The affected services were ar-
riving from destinations, in-
cluding Mumbai, Nanded,
Bengaluru, and Singapore. T
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Noida Airport Gets Into Flight Mode Today

DELHI 15 JUNE 2026

First flyers at
Noida airport

today: Farmers
who gave land

Noida: Six years ago. they
tilled these felds. On Mon-
day, they will fly from them.

The journey from farm-
land to international air-
port will come a full circle
for farmers in Jewar when
170 of them board the inau-
gural flight from Noida In-
ternational Airport, synthe-
sising with the milestone
they helped shape by giving
land for the project, reports
Shafague Alam. The light,
an IndiGo aircraft, will take
off for Lucknow at 8.30am,
minutes after another flight,
also an IndiGo from Luck-
now, touches down, ushe
ring in a new era of civil av-
lation in Delhi-NCR.

pFlight mode today, P 6

Farmers Who Gave Land To Meet Yogi In Lucknow; 20 Women From Jewar On Spl Flight
GET SET, GO!

»Continued from P1

to land at B.05am after de-

parting from Chaudhary
Charon Singh International
Adrport at 7.05am. The inag
il service 1s =old oul

Unjon chvil ovintion min-
Lster Kindarapu Rammaolian
Naddu, wove offielsls amd rep-
vesenintives of Nolbn nter
nathenal Alrport will reoeiwe
the naugural Might, UF as
sembly spoakoer Satish Maha-
na. slong with mintsters ind
s jar o Tic kals, amm axpocted
ta be mmong the first passen-
gera arriving from Loclmow.

But the emotionnl centre-
plece willbe the specinl farm
ers’ flight Organised with
the help of Jewar MLA Thi-
rencen Stngh, the seryicewill
al=o huve 2 women banrding
the Might, “The passengers
will lnclode farmers who
aurrendars] thelr bind for
the airport and others dis
placed by the acquisition for
associniod projects. Aler e
aching Lucknow at 0.50wm,
they are schedulsd to ]
chiel minister Yogi 4 il
nath and comvey their grati
e T e projiect beforo re
turning to Noida Ister in the
iy, T 1] saded

Singh described the day as
‘histarieal™ for Jewar and
P “The very farmers who
once culiivated thess Lands
w il o undertake thelrfirst
i pourney from the imterns
tiomal sbrport bulll on them
Itis amoment of pride noton-
Iy for Jewar but for the entim
nathon,” he addod

The speaial service will
depart fust abiead of the air
port's first schedulesd com-
mereial outbound Qkght o
Bengsluro st 36kmm

Shallendia Hhatin, nodal
officer of NIAL UF govi's
special plrposs weh) iy
the mirport, ssibd all prepaes
tions fior the bsunch are com-

l neliCeo G 2271 18 schedulel

plite. “We are roady 1o wol
pome the inmgural fight and
pEsREngers,” e sl

For its opening day, the
nirport has put in place ex
lrnsive socurlty and omer
EENCY-FESpOTIEE arrangs-
muets in line with Bureas of
Civil Avistion Security pro-
tocols The feillty will be
protected by a multillayered
security system, Al-emabled
survelilanes wod oy 1,080
CISF perennnae

L

—\_I_A_d-wu‘.-.—_g

JEWAR MLA DCHIRENDRA SIMGH SAYS
The very farmers who once cultivated these lands

journey from the

international
pride not only for Jewar but for the entire nation

-

A dedbeaed nivport police
stallon has alse beoome oper
atlonal T rpart and run-
way nre under CCTY survall
[ance with fecinl-recognition

eap bk, el lour nnal
wais ind automated aleirds for
susaplelous  aetivity ing
squmils, (relighilng  uniis,
miedicel emergendy teams

#—emper T
T4 COFFEE

and  guick response  loans
have also been doployped

The airpart, rmugurated
by FM Norendm Modi on
March 3t issxpected toserve
passongers from Noida
Oreater Nobda, Ohazinbed,
Moeerut, and other wesjern
UP districts as well as eas|
nethi and parts of Haryana
and Ultarskhand. Akasza Alr
s schadu 1heaginseryices
from Bengalitry and  Navi
Murmbai 1o Noldnon Tuesday.
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Hindon to remain third wing: Will add 4 parking bays, get own ATC

AbhijayJha@timesofindia.com

Ghaziabad: The Hindon civ-
il terminal in Ghaziabad will
add parking bays and use its
own air traffic control, the
biggest problems that have
come in the way of airlines
running more services from
here, as the local administra-
tion and civil aviation minis-
try step up efforts to retain it
as a convenient third option
for fliers in Delhi-NCR, who
will from Monday have two
international airports to
choose from as Noida airport
becomes operational.
Hindon'sstrength isitslo-

cation. Situated in the middle
of Ghaziabad, it has seen
high demand for seats since
Air Indian Express and then
IndiGo launched flights. Al
Express has pulled out, but
IndiGo continues to run
flights to major cities, The
terminal 's director said Sun-
day they are kKeen to add
flights in the second halfl of
the year when infrastructure
augmentation is completed.
By Aug 15, the terminal
building will grow by 700
square metres, enabling cre-
ation of space for additional
flights. Significantly, it's a
deal with the defence minis-

try that will help add 6,210 sq
m, raising parking capacity
from the current two bays to
six. With the expansion, the
parking constraint, which
has capped the number of
flights Hindon can handle
will largely be resolved.

The expansion will make
it stronger as an alternative
to IGLA and NIA. “The termi-
nal will be able to handle
about 22 flights and over
500 passengers per hour (af-
ter the capacity addition),”
said Chilaka Mahesh, direc-
tor of Hindon eivil terminal,
speaking on the eve of Yatri
Suvidha Diwas that is to be

Umesh Kumar

The expartsmn wlll ma}oe the airpmt a strcnger alternatwe to IGIA and NIA

observed at the terminal on
Monday. The terminal han-
dled a peak of 22 flights per

day, but it led to congestion,
delays and cancellations as
well because of the con-

straints of parking aircraft,
dependence on IGI ATC, and
restrictions in flight oper-
ationsafterevening.

The four additional bavs
leased from Indian Air Force
(IAF), which operates the Hin-
donair base, will give the termi
nal ability to run back-to-back
flights without disruption even
if anaircraft is grounded dueto
atechnical issue.

Passengers will also bene-
fit from eased timing restric-
tions. The ministry has given
in-principle  approval for
mixed flight timings, effective-
ly allowing operations beyond
the [AF's current dawn-to-

By Aug 15, the terminal
building will grow by 700
square metres, enabling
creation of space for
additional flights

dusk window. Hindon will ei-
ther establish its own ATC or
use the IAF’s, staffed by retired
TAFofficials. A formal present-
ation of the expansion plan to
officials from both the civil
aviation and defence minis-
tries is scheduled for Tuesday.
Inside the terminal,
check-in counters will in-
crease fromnineto12,and the

vehicle kerb area will more
than double — from 3.5m to
8m — easing drop-off and
pick-up congestion that trav-
ellers currently encounter.

Longer term, of the 14.8
acres earmarked for expan-
sion, consent has been ob-
tained for 6.8 acres at an
estimated cost of Rs 70
crore, with land acquisition
expected shortly

Currently, Hindon oper-
ates eight flights on routes to
Varanasi, Navi Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai and Kol-
kataviaIndiGo, and to Adam-
pur; Kishangarh and Nanded
via Star Air.
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India-NZ pact presents
scope for direct flights:
Air New Zealand CEO

Ajr New Zealand is assessing the viability of
direct flights to Indian cities and the recent
free trade agreement between New Zealand
and India provides increased opportunities
for people to people connectivity, according
to the airline’s CEO Nikhil Ravishankar. “We
are thinking about how to better connect the
two countries. .. we are working closely with
Singapore Alrlines and Air India around ser-
vicing and connecting with India,” Ravishan-
kar told PTL. Speaking with PTI on the
sidelines of the recently concluded annual
general meeting of the global airlines’ group-
ing IATA Inthe city, Ravishankar alsosaid that
AlrNew Zealand hasa codeshare partnership
with Air India. PTI
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A New Zealand hkas a code-share partrership
with &ir india

Air NZ eyes direct
flights to India

ﬂ Ir Mew Zenlamed is assewing theviability
ol lirect [Mights to Indian cities and the
revenl free fmde agrecmeni hetween

Wew Eealand and India prosdides ineressed

appuertimities for peoglde fo peaple

oannectivity, aceoreling to dhe airline’s chiel
emecutive Nikhil Havishanlar,

B im Hemgnluro in Endin, Ravishanbar
ok over Ui redns of Alr New Zealaid bn
Octolwer 2025 His pareats muoved (o New
Lealand when be was around 1 years old.

“Weare thinking aboait lwsw to better
et it v countfes.. wie are workiig
chosety with Singapore Airlimes aod Alr India
arvainal servicing and connecting with India,”
Ravishankar todd PTT

Speaking with #Ton the sidelines of the
recend by conchled apnmual geneml meeting of
the global pirdines” grouping Indemational Air
Tramsporn Association in thecity, Bavishanlar
s saicl that Alr New Zealand has o codeshan
part nerslip with Ak nelia.

Genirully, a cotestiare partnershipallows an
airdine tobool s passengers o iis parmer
carrier o 8 singhe el i
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Commercial flights from
Noida to start tomorrow

Lucknow: Commercial flight
operations from the Noida In-
ternational Airport in Jewar
will commence on June 15, of-
ficials said on Saturday.
According to the state
government, IndiGo will first
launch services from the facil-
ity, A statement said the inau-
gural flight is scheduled to de-
part from Chaudhary Charan

Singh International Airport,
Lucknow, at 7.05am and arrive
at the Jewar airport at 8.05am
on June 15,

The airport in Gautam
Buddh Nagar district within
the Yamuna Expressway In-
dustrial Development Author-
ity area is considered one of
the UP government’s flagship
infrastructure projects. pn
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Why Delhi rules domestic
flight corridors in India

Seven of the 10 busiest domestic routes in India have Delhi
as one of the stops. Flights from the national capital to the
financial one alone carry nearly 69 lakh passengers annually

Domestic routes with highest passenger traffic, 2024-25

Delhi L Mumbai
Bengaluru 468 Delhi
Bengaluru e il Mumbai
Delhi 34 Hyderabad
Delhi  @m— g PUNE N
Delhi .7 Kolkata N \
Ahmedabad -——5‘3—- Delhi 7 i
Chennai T‘ Delhi ',f
Hyderabad se————— Mumbai
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Bird hit
forces
int’'l flight
backto
Jaipur

Flynas

Airlines
aircraft —
Saudi Ara-
bia’s low-cost
carrier — with
no pas-
SENgers on
board return-
ed safely to
Jaipur In-
ternational
Airport
Saturday
night after a
suspected
bird hit
shortly after
take-off,
averting a
possible
accident.
Sources said
the aircraft
arrived in
Jaipur Sat-
urday carry-
ing Haj pil-
grims and
was sched-
uled to depart
for Jeddah
after a two-
hour halt. ™
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