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AAI delays report on 2nd B’luru
airport; to submit by July now

SONAL CHOUDHARY
BENGALURU, DHNS

Authority of India (AAI)
another 15 days to submit
its report on the construction
of a second international air-
portin Bengaluru, the state’s
infrastructure development
and industries minister MB
Patil informed the media on
Friday. The exercise is clear-
ly running behind schedule,
given that earlier in April Pa-
til had said that the feasibility
report will be out in amonth.
Also, this comes almost
four months after the state
government had sent a
proposal to the Union
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
identifying three locations
around Bengaluru for the
constructionofasecond
international air-
port in the city.
As DH has re-
ported earlier,
the locations
arenear Haro-
halli, Kanaka-
pura Roadand
Kunigal Road
in Nelaman-
gala.

It will take the Airports

EIA on Baldota Steel
Plant
The state government will
commission an independent
study to assess the environ-
mental impact of the stalled
Baldota Steel Plant in Koppal
district. “If the study finds
environmental concerns, the
project will be relocated. If
not, the government will con-
vince those protesting against
the project,” Patil added.
Following demonstrations
by environmental groups and
an official directive from the
Koppal district administra-
tion (directive from
Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah),
Baldota Steel &
¥ Power Limited
“& (BSPL) had to
= cease work on
- its proposed

M B Patil

steel plant earlier in March.
Karnataka-based Baldo-
ta Group in February an-
nounced investment of Rs
54,000 crore for this steel
plant with a production ca-
pacity of 10.50 million tonnes
perannum. The company had
signed amemorandumofun-
derstanding with the state
government at the global in-
vestors’summit.

Other investments

Patil also spoke of develop-
ments by the government in
the past two years including
115 (MoUs) over the last two
years, investments worth Rs
6.57 crorewhich are expected
togenerateover 2.32 lakh jobs
across the state.

He also reiterated that the
Industrial Policy 2025-30 is
poised to attract Rs 7.5 lakh
crore in investments and
create 20 lakh
jobs over
the next five
years. The
state’s five year
clean mobility poli-
cyisalso expected to
bring in Rs 50,000
crore in green mo-
bility investments.
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AALI flags security concern at
Patna airport, alerts Bihar govt

Ruchir Kumar
ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) has recently
sounded out the Bihar govern-
ment that Patna airport is
unsafe for air operation given
its short runway length and
operational constraints on both
sides of Runway 25 and Runway
07, said officials.

While there are trees of the
Sanjay Gandhi Botanical Park
and the secretariat clock tower
on Runway 25, the overhead
electricity traction line of the
railways on Runway 07 pose
obstructions to any incoming
aircraft, said officials.

The Air India plane crash in
Ahmedabad on Thursday has
again brought into focus how
unsafe the Jayprakash Narayan
International (JPNI) airport in
Patna is.

The AAI recently wrote twice
in the previous two months of
April and May to the Bihar gov-
ernment, highlighting the
unsafe operations at the Patna
airport. It has, in fact, been per-
sistently pursuing since 2012
with the Bihar government for
additional land to extend the
runway length from the existing
2072 metres to at least 2500
metres,

In its last letter to the Patna
district magistrate in May,
before the arrival of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to Patna on
May 29, the AAI while mention-
ing about unsafe air operations
at Patna airport, requested not
only for cutting of trees at the
adjoining zoo, but also for pro-
viding 500 metres of additional
land towards the botanical park
and trimming by 17.5 metres the
height of the 56 metres (184

feet) tall secretariat clock tower,
as per the Bihar tourism web-
site. However, barring the occa-
sional pruning of trees, nothing
tangible has been done on
ground from the Bihar govern-
ment side, said officials.

The last obstruction limita-
tion assessment survey (OLAS)
to identify and assess obstacles
that could pose a safety risk to
aircraft operations around an
airport, undertaken by the AAI
in 2022-23, had pointed to
around 100 obstacles, including
trees, the clock tower atop the
old pre-Independence secretar-
iat building, mobile towers and
apartments beyond the permis-
sible height around the Patna
airport.

Technical experts said the
glide angle of aircraft, which is
the angle between its flight path
and the ground (runway) when
an aircraft is descending to
land, is steeper at 3.15 degrees at
the Patna airport, as compared
to the normal 3 degree. A
smaller glide angle indicates a
more efficient glide, meaning
the aircraft can travel a greater
distance for a given altitude
loss.

Given the 3.15 degree glide
slope an approaching aircraft
has to maintain, the total dis-
tance available (TDA) for land-
ing is lesser than the existing
runway length of 2072 metres
because of the tall trees and
clock tower and the overhead
traction lines around the Patna
airport, said officials.

Aviation experts said that for
a category C aircraft like the
Boeing 737 or the Airbus 320,
which operate at the Patna air-
port, the ideal minimum run-
way length should be 2500
metres.

Given that making available
additional land for extending
runway length, cutting trees in
the adjoining biological park, a
protected forest area, or trim-
ming the height of the clock
tower atop the state’s secretar-
iat came under the Bihar gov-
ernment, the ball for ensuring
safe air operations at Patna air-
port, is clearly in the state gov-
ernment’s court, said officials.

An Alliance Air Boeing 737-
2A8 flight (CD 7412) crashed in
Patna on July 17, 2000, killing 55
people on board the aircraft and
five on ground. The incident
happened around 7.30am at
Patna's Gardanibagh area,
barely Zkm from the runway of
the JPNI airport, when the air-
craft from Kolkata to Patna
enroute to Delhi via Lucknow
was on its approach to land.

The twitterati, meanwhile,
called for immediate extension
of Patna airport runway in light
of the Ahmedabad air crash on
Thursday. Users on X said,
“Shiny terminals won't take
away the risks associated with
short runway at Patna airport.”

The PM inaugurated the new
integrated terminal building of
Patna airport, built at a cost of
Rs 1200 crore, on May 29, and it
was made operational on June
3. However, nothing has been
done to improve its operational
safety by increasing its runway
length.

Bihar's additional chief secre-
tary cabinet secretariat, S. Sid-
dharth, did not respond to HT's
calls or text messages on his
cellphone on Friday. Efforts to
contact AAI chairman Vipin
Kumar, a Bihar cadre [AS offi-
cer, proved futile as he did not
respond to this reporter’s calls,
text message or email.
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Plea for affordable airport
cafes in Assam

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, June 13:
Debabrata Saikia, Leader of
the Opposition in the Assam
Legislative Assembly, has
urged the Civil Aviation Min-
istry to facilitate the opening
of ‘Udan Yatri Cafes’ in all air-
ports across Assam.

Saikia has addressed a let-
ter to Civil Aviation Minis-
ter Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu regarding this matter.

“I am writing this letter
to bring to your notice that
the prices of food items/eat-
ables in the private shops
inside the airports are exor-
bitantly high due to which the
people find it very difficult
to purchase them,” the sen-
ior Congress party leader
stated in the letter.

“Even the contractual
workers, labourers, and oth-
er staff working in the air-
port under various contrac-

tors ete., also find it very dif-
ficult to purchase tea, snacks
etc., inside the airport. As
such, in the greater interest
of the public, [ would like to
request you to kindly take
steps for opening Udan Yatri
Cafes inside all the airports
of Assam, including LGBI
Airport, Guwahati, as the
shop provides edible and oth-
eritems at concessional rates
to facilitate and make travel
more convenient.”
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IGIA to slow down as it
shuts runway for 3mths

Snehil Sinha

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Runway 28/10 of
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport will be closed for
maintenance work from Sunday
for three months till September
15, during which more than 200
flights will be affected daily, offi-
cials aware of the matter said.

The closure is bound to affect
passenger movement as 114
flights will be cancelled and
another 86 rescheduled on a
daily basis, according to airport
operator Delhi International Air-
port Limited (DIAL),

One of the four runways at the
Delhi airport, Runway 28/10 is
set to undergo upgradation work
to make it CAT-IIIB compliant
for the upcoming fog season.

The flight management plan,
developed after detailed deliber-
ations with airlines and other
stakeholders, aims to prevent a
repeat of the widespread chaos
that erupted in April when the
same runway maintenance work
was attempted without adequate
coordination.

However, in the coming days,
some additional flights may be
impacted due to the changing
airspace situation amid the
ongoing conflict between Iran
and Israel.

Officials, meanwhile, said that
they are confident about the new
plan.

“We are better prepared now
for this exercise and detailed
deliberations and stakeholder

Schedules affected
Runway 28/10 is undergoing upgrades to make it CAT-lll B
compliant for the upcoming fog season

Runway shut till 1,450: Daily flights at 1GI
114: Daily flights cancelled
september 15 86: Flights shifted daily to non-peak hrs
WHY IT IS NEEDED ARRIVALS REDUCED
Only 15 flights canland | Mumbai From 56 to 54
per hr in peak fog Bengaluru From 38 to 36
conditions. This | Kolkata From22to 21
upgrade will let 30 Chennai From 20 to 19
fI'i]gghts land per hr. | Ahmedabad | From21to19
Patna From13 to 12

consultations were held in the
last few weeks,” DIAL chief exec-
utive officer Videh Kumar Jai-
puriar earlier said.

At present, only one runway
at the airport is CAT-III B com-
pliant. During peak fog condi-
tions, only 15 flights can land
every hour on the runway. Mak-
ing another runway CAT-III B
compliant will allow 30 flights to
land every hour, significantly
improving winter operations
when Delhi's dense fog typically
causes widespread flight delays.

CAT I refers to an Instru-
ment Landing System (ILS)

which allows flights to land in
adverse weather conditions like
fog, snow, or rain.

“For every one hour where
flights are delayed, it takes three
hours for the flight schedule to
become normal, as there is a cas-
cading effect on the remaining
schedule,” Jaipuriar had earlier
said, highlighting why proactive
cancellations are necessary this
time.

The Delhi airport typically
handles close to 1,450 flights
daily, meaning around 7.8% of
all flights will be cancelled on a
daily basis—marginally above

the typical 3-4% daily flight can-
cellations.

Officials aware of the matter
said that IndiGo will be cancel-
ling 33 daily flights, while Air
India will have to cancel 25
flights daily.

Delhi airport operates four
runways: 27/9, 28/10, 20R/11L and
29L/1IR. Following closure of
28/10, runway 29R/11L will han-
dle departures, 29L/11R will han-
dle all arrivals, and runway 27/9
will be hybrid, handling both
arrivals and departures.

If westerly winds prevail, the
three operational runways will
handle 42 arrivals and 42 depar-
tures each per hour. However, in
case of easterly winds — which
caused major problems in April
—they will be able to handle 42
departures but only 32 arrivals.

The upgradation works will
coincide with the monsoon sea-
son, when wind patterns can
vary and force the airport into
orienting operations for the east-
erly winds scenario.

DIAL said flights from major
airports will not be impacted sig-
nificantly, with only a 4-8%
reduction in daily flights. For
Mumbai, arrivals will decrease
from 56 to 54; for Kolkata, from
22 to 21; for Ahmedabad, from 21
to 19; for Bengaluru, from 38 to
36; for Chennai, from 20 to 19;
and for Patna, from 13 to 12,

DIAL said a slot adjustment
plan was shared with the airlines
for feedback and was later
approved to the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation.
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On a wing & a prayer,

passengers return to
Ahmedabad airport

ADITIRAJA
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 14

PRECISELY 48 hours after the Air
India Boeing Dreamliner crashed
in the afterncon of june 12, Ali
Mohammad Khan {25) from
Jharkhand's Carhwa district was
among four young men at the
airport, waiting to board a flight
to the UAE, where a "better Life”
hopefully awaits. The group said
they are “nervous™ but “placing
faith in God” as they prepared for
takeoff, scheduled for 4 pm.

Looking at the dock showing
1:40 pm — the exact time when
Al-171 had gone down on
Thursday — and the information
screen which showed that the
scheduled flight to London
GCamwick airport on Saturday had
been cancelled, Alisaid, "Thein-
cident makes me anxious... In
any case, the idea of taking a
flight is overwhelming, but the
crash has turned it into a fear of
sorts. | am praying and leaving
the rest to God. Itisthe firstsuch
crash in many years, so it does
not happen regulardy.”

Bilal Khan(26), who is accom-
panying Ali, said that“life must go
on’”. "Once we tale this flight and
land safely, we might overcome
this nervousness,” he said. "We
have anewlifetolookforward o."

The two men, along with
Shoaib Akhtar from Gopalganj
and Ashok Kumar from
Muzaffarpur, got this job through
4 common agency. Ashok (28] is
the moston edge. "l always had a
fear of flying_.. 1 am leaving it to
God... My wife and children are

back home, and 1 am going to
make a better life for allof us. lam
remninding myself of that.”

Just a few benches away at
the almaost deserted drop-off
area, Swatl Kuldeep Soni, a resi-
dent of Banswara in Rajasthan,
is waiting with her seven-year-
old son, Shivam, who is excited
to board his first flight. Swati
said, "l have the crash atthe back
of my mind, but1also know that
itis not usual for planes tocrash
| am flying after several years to
be withmy husband, who works
in Dubai in a shipping company.
But it is my son's first flight.
When we saw the news of fam-
ilies lost in the crash, along with
young children, my thoughts
went there for a moment..”

Shivam, predictably, can't
contain his enthusiasm: “Imade
my motherselect a window seat
as | want to see what the world
looks like from the sky”

At the airport gates, security
personnel could be overheard
discussing the cancellation of the
Ahmedabad-Gatwick flight and
the “anxiety among passengers”.

Saiyed Masoom RazaMNagvi,a
labourer from Kodinar, arrived o
drop off his 18-year-old son, who
is travelling to Dubai on a short
tripto“explore career opportuni-
ties”. Raza said the crash cannot
become an impediment to flying,

“Accidents can happen
everywhere. Humanity survived
a pandemic; being scared is not
an option. We have to accept the
accident as an unfortunate mo-
ment for the victims and pray for
their families, but mmy son is fiy-
ing without fear,” he said.
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Fed by fish mkt, threat
of bird strikes looms
on Ahmedabad airport

Jignesh.Parmar
@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: As a bird stri-
ke is being named as one of
the probable reasons behind
Thursday’s plane crash, the
tragedy puts the focus back
on the risk to aircraft from
birds circling the temporary
fish market in Asarwa, loca-
ted close to Ahmedabad air-

CIVIC BODY YET TO
DECIDE ON MOVING IT

port, Despite the looming
threat, authorities have fai-
led to move on shifting the
market farther away, to Ma-
karba, asdecided.

In 2011, Gujarat Fisheries
Central Co-operative Associ-
ation limited (GFCCA) deci-
ded toestablish a fish market
on a 10,241sqg m plot in Asar-
wa, a plan which faced oppo-
sition from local leaders.
GFCCA then demanded it be
given a plot in the city’s west.
After AMC's estate depart-
ment showed GFCCA seve-
ral options, a 5,601 sq. m plot
in Makarba was finalised.

It was decided to give

GFCCA the Makarba plot in
exchange for the Asarwa
plot. This plot exchange pro-
posal was presented before
the standing committee in
Oct 6, 2022, but has not been
approved since. As a result,
AMC provided temporary
shops for the fish market in
Asarwa, which still exists.
An official said, “There
has been no decision on the
matter and currently the
market runs from shops allo-
cated by AMC in Asarwa.”

The bane of pigeon racing
Led by the then additional
chief secretary of Gujarat
govt, a meeting of environ-
ment committee was held on
Oect 6, 2022, to prevent bird
sirikes at the airport. The
most discussed issue was pi-
geonracing competitions ne-
ar Ahmedabad airport.

Adrport authorities had
requested AMC to ban such
competitions, but the civic
body purportedly washed its
hands off the matter. Finally,
it was decided that AMC and
airport operators would con-
duct joint visits in areas aro-
und the airport.

14 JUNE 2025
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¥ Black box data being decoded: Naidu ™ Death toll rises to 270

Govt forms panel to probe Al
plane crash, report in 3-mnth

VINEETA PANDEY

with agency Inputs
NEW DELHI/AHMEDABAD,
JUNE 14

As the death toll in the Air
India (flight Al 171) crash
rose to 270, the govern-
ment on Saturday set up a
high-level multidiscipli-
nary committee headed
by the home secretary to
examine the causes lead-
ing to the crash in
Ahmedabad on June 12
The officials from the
Intelligence Bureau (IB),
Indian Air Force (IAF),
forensics, civil aviation
bodies and Gujarat gowv-
ernmeént will be part of
the probe panel constitut-
ed by the Centre.

The Union civil aviation
ministry said that this
probe committee will not
be a substitute for the
investigations being con-
ducted by other relevant
agencies but will exam-
ine, in a holistic way, the
existing standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs)
and guidelines to prevent
and handle such occur-
rences and suggest com-
prehensive measures for
dealing with such
instances in the future.

The committee will have
access to all records,
including fight data,
cockpit voice recorders,
aircraft maintenance
logs, ATC logs and wit-
ness testimonies. The first
meeting of the committee

Wreckage of the crashed Air India plane being lifted

through a crane in Ahmedabad on Saturday.

is scheduled for Monday
and it will submit its

report within  three
months.
This committee will

examine the root cause of
the crash and will assess
contributing factors
including mechanical fail-
ure, human error, regula-
tory compliance, etc. It
will also recommend suit-
able SOPs, as per best
international practices, to
revent such incidents in
uture and operational
improvements to handle
post-crash situations
Briefing about the acci-
dent, civil aviation secre-
tary S.K. Sinha said the
air traffic control (ATC) at
Ahmedabad responded
immediately to the pilot's
MAYDAY call of 1.39 pm,
but there was no response
from the cockpit, and
after a minute, the plane

—PTI

crashed in Meghaninagar,
located about 2 km from
the airport. He added the
investigation is going on
into the crash. Various
agencies, including the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA), have visit-
ed the crash site in
Meghaninagar and lifted
samples for the probe.
The official death toll
from the crash has
reached 270 on Saturday
after rescue teams recov-
ered more dead bodies
and some human body
parts from the site
“Around 270 bodies have
been brought to the civil
hospital so far from the
plane crash site,” presi-
dent of the Junior
Doctors’ Association of
B.J. Medical College Dr
Dhaval Gameti said. The
process of identification
B Turn to Page 4

NSG joins relief
ops at Air India
plane crash site

Ahmedabad, Jume 14
Apart from Central and
state government agen-
cies, a team of the
National Security Guard
(NSG) has been deployed
at the site of the Air India
plane crash in
Ahmedabad, where 265
people lost their lives.
According to official
sources, the NSG team is
at the site to assist other
agencies in reliel opera-
tions, and they do not
have any investigative

powers. London-bound
Alr India flight — Boeing
787 Dreamliner with

242 people on board
crashed into a medical
college complex in the
Meghaninagar area
moments after taking off
from the airport on
Thursday afternoon.
Around 265 people were
killed in the crash.

NSG commandos were
seen at the crash site on

the  hostel buoilding.
Apencles, including the
Ajrcraft Accident
Investigation Bureau,

DGCA, Ahmedabad crime
branch and local police,
among others, are
involved in the probe into
the Incident. — PTl

15 JUNE 2025

Govt forms panel to probe Al
plane crash, report in 3-mnth

B Continued from Page 1
of victims by matching the DNA
samples is currently underway.

Authorities of the Ahmedahad
Civil Hospital have so far identified
six victims on the basis of the DNA
samples and initiated the process to
hamd over the bodies to the rela-
tives. Earlier, eight victims, who
were identified by their relatives
and did not need DNA profiling as
their bodies were not damaged,
were handed over to their families
by the hospital

The tail of the crashed plane was
removed from the medical college
building and taken for investiga-
tion. More bodies are expected as
debris is cleared from the site
Hostels of the B.J. Medical College
that were damaged in the Air India
plane crash are being vacated for
the Alreraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) probe,

“"We will do everything to improve
safety, which is already robust, We
have strict safety standards and
robust protocols in the country,
which we follow all the time,” civil
aviation minister K Rammohan
Naidu said on Saturday

Amid concerns of a possible ter-
ror act, the minister added that all
“theories floating” are being investi-
gated to determine the cause of the
erash of this plane that had com-
pleted the Paris-Delhi-Ahmedabad
sector trip without any glitch before
the crash. Mr Naidu said decoding

the black box will ide in-depth
insight into at  happened
moments before the plane crash.

The civil aviation minister said
that as an extended surveillance, all
Boeing planes are being inspected.
At present Air Indin has 34 Boeing

787s, out of which inspection of
eight has already been completed
after the DGCA ordered enhanced
safety inspection of all Air India
B787-8/9 fleets following the crash.

Air India on Saturday said it is in
the process of completing the safety
checks on the Boeing 787 fleet as
they return to India before being
cleared for their next operations,

"Ajr India has completed such
checks on nine of the Boeing 787
aircraft and are on track to com-
plete this process for the remaining
24 aircraft within the timeline pro-
vided by the regulator Some of
these checks could lead to higher
turnaround time and potential
delays on certain long-haul routes,
especially those to airports with
operating curfews. Customers will
be duly notified about any delays.
They are advised to check the status
of their flights before heading to the
airport. For customers affected by
this disruption. refunds on cancella-
tion or complimentary reschedul-
ing are being offered to those who
opt for it." the airline spokesperson
said on Saturday

The Tata Group will provide Tl
crore to the families of each person
who lost their lives, including pas-
sengers, crew members and individ-
uals on the premises, Medical
expenses of all those injured will
also be covered while ensuring nec-
essary care and suppart, Tata Sons
spokesperson said.

Air India said it will be providing
an interim payment of 225 lakh
each to the families of the deceased
and to the survivor to help address
immediate financinl needs. This is
in addition to the 21 crore support
already announced by Tata Sons,



AHMEDABAD/NEW
DELHI, June 13: The Air-
craft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) on Fri-
day said that the black box
of Air India's crashed Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner air-
craft was recovered from
the rooftop of the residen-
tial quarters of B] Medical
College m Ahmedabad.

Meanwhile, aviation
watchdog DGCA on Friday
ordered enhanced safety in-
spection of Air India’s Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner fleet
powered by GEnx engines,
aday after 241 people died in
the plane crash.

The plane from Ahmeda-
bad to London's Gatwick had
crashed into the residential
quarters of B] Medical Col-
lege. An official said that the
black box was recovered
from the rooftop of the resi-
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Black box found; DGCA orders

mspection of Dream]mer fleet

F'nm& Mm.'s.rer Narendra Modi visits .!.':e sife of the Air india
plane crash, in Ahmedabad on Friday— PTi

dential quarters.
“AAIB began work with

full force immediately. Over
40 staff from the State gov-

GUWAHATI

ernment joined efforts to
augment the MoCA (Minis-
try of Civil Aviation) teams
on site. The DFDR (black
box) has been recovered
from the rooftop,” a state-
ment said.

The black box is a small
device that records infor-
mation about an aircraft dur-
ing its flight. It helps in the
investigation of aviation ac-
cidents.

The enhanced inspection
by the the Directorate (Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
willinclude checks of various
systems and a review of take-
off parameters of the Boeing
787 Dreamliner aircraft of
Air India owned by Tata
Group. There are 26 Boeing
787-8s and 7 Boeing 787-9s
in the Air India fleet.

# SEE PAGE 2

14 JUNE 2025

Black box found ...

(Contd from page 1)

The DGCA has directed
Air India to carry out addi-
tional maintenance actions
on its Boeing 787-8 and
T87-9 planes equipped with
Genx engines with imme-
diate effect, These actions
will be carried out in
coordination with the
DGCA regional offices
concerned.

With effect from January
15, the regulator had ordered
various one-time checks of
the Boeing 787 planes, in-
cluding tnspection of fuel
parameter monitoring and
associated system checks.

Inspection of cabin air
compressor and associated
systems, electronic engine
control system test, engine
fuel driven actuator-opera-
tional test, and oil system
checks have also been or-
dered. Besides, DGCA has
directed to carry out a serv-
iceability check of the hy-
draulic system and review
of takeoff parameters.

According to an order
issued by the watchdog,

flight controlinspection has
to be introduced in transit
inspection till further
notice, apart from having
power assurance checks
within two weeks.

Also, DGCA has said
there should be “closure of
maintenance actions based
upon the review of repeti-
tive snags during the last 15
days on B787-8/9 aircraft at
the earliest”. Reports of
these checks have to be
submitted to the regulator
for review.

The London Gatwick-
bound Boeing 787 aircraft
that crashed on Thursday
was powered by GEnx
engines. GEnx engines are
made by GE Aerospace,
which said that it is prepared
to support Air India and the
investigation into the plane
crash in Ahmedabad.

“We have activated our
emergency response team,
and we are prepared to
support our customer and
the investigation,” a GE
Aerospace spokesperson
said in a statement. - PTI
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Over 1,100 787s Dreamliners criss-crossing skies; a flight path of connectivity

NEW DELHI, June 13: Considered
an airline’s work horse for long-haul
flights, Boeing's Dreamliners took to the
skies 14 vears ago and now, more than

1,100 such planes are in service.

And the Air India plane crash on
Thursday that snuffed out the lives
of 241 people onboard was also the
first time that the best-selling wide-
body Dreamliner or Boeing 787 air-

craft suffered a fatal accident result-
ing in hull loss.

The Boeing 787-8 aircraft - VT-ANB
— involved in the ‘\_

crash was 11.5 years old and had flown
for over 41,000 hours, according to avi-
ation analytics firm Cirium,

There are 1,148 Boeing 787 variants
in service globally, with an average age
of 7.5 years, it said.

Indian airlines & 787s

Currently, Air India and IndiGo are
the two Indian airlines operating the
B787 planes.

Of the 34 B787s in the Air India fleet,

DA - *=

—— —
27 B787-8s are legacy aircraft. The first
of the legacy B787-8 is slated to go for
retrofit in July. The remaining seven B
787-9 joined the Air India fleet after the
merger of Vistara with it last year.
(Globally, the Ahmedabad crash is the
first time that hull loss has happened for
a B787 aircraft, according to an official.
Cirium on Thursday said the aircraft

operated its first flight on December 14,
2013. The plane was delivered to Air
India on January 28, 2014, and it was
11.5 years old.

“The atrcraft had 18 business class
seats and 238 economy class seats, It
had more than 41,000 hours of flying
time, and almost 8,000 takeoffs and
landings, including some 700 cycles in
the past 12 months, This is average
for that aircraft build year/period,”
Cirium said.

Air India, which is expanding its fleet
and overseas network, has an additional
20 B787s on order and a letter of intent
for options for an additional 24 aircraft,
as per Cirium.

Recently, IndiGo started operating a
B787 leased from Norwegian carrier
Norse Atlantic. IndiGo is to lease a to-
tal of six such planes for long-haul op-

erations.
Headwinds

A few years back, the US watchdog
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
had stopped deliveries of the Dreamlin-
ers due to certain issues but the plane
was never involved in any fatal crash till
Thursday.

When it comes to India, Air India had
problems with Dreamliners due to bat-
tery issues back in 2013,

The battery troubles had also forced
then government-owned Air India to
briefly ground its fleet of Dreamliners.
At that time, the carrier had around six
such planes.

Also, the airline had received com-
pensation from Boeing for the issues.
Best seller

Boeing, which has faced multiple head-
winds in recent years, describes B787

as the “best selling passenger wide-body
of all time”.

The Dreamliners come in three mod-
els —787-8, T87-9 and 787-10. The 787-8
has a range of up to 13,530 kilometres.

The plane’s length is 57 metres,
height is 17 metres and the wingspan is
60 metres, as per Boeing website.

The Dreamliner fleet has carried
more than 1 billion passengers in less
than 14 years, faster than any other wide-
body jet in aviation history, according to
the aircraft maker’s website.

“A lighter and robust composite
structure enables airlines to reduce
fuel use by up to 25 per cent compared
to the airplanes it replaces. The 787
has unlocked more than 425 new non-
stop routes around the world, many of
which were never served previously,”
it says. - PT1
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High-level panel on Ahmedabad crash will
submit its report in 3 months: Minister

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The high-level committee
set up by the Centre to find
the reasons behind the Air
India’s Ahmedabad-
Gatwick flight is expected to
submit its report within
three months, Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
said.

Speaking to the media
here on Saturday, the Minis-
ter said the committee will
be headed by the Union
Home Secretary, with ex-
perts from multiple discip-
lines. It is slated to meet on
Monday.

“We will work with all
stakeholders to put in more
robust safety mechanisms
to prevent the repeat of such
an incident. For this pur-
pose, we have formed a high-
level committee to look into
aviation safety issues,” the
Minister said. Besides, the
high-level committee in-

Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu

cludes the Union Civil Avi-
ation Secretary and repres-
entatives from the Gujarat
government’s Home De-
partment, the State Disaster
Response Authority, the In-
dian Air Force’s Director
General for Inspection and
Safety, along with the Dir-
ector General of the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
and the Director General of
the Directorate General of
Civil  Aviation, among
others.

Furthermore, the com-
mittee can include aviation
experts, accident investigat-
ors and legal advisors as it

deems fit, Naidu said.

According to Naidu, the
technical investigations into
the air tragedy will be taken
care of by the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), while the commit-
tee will work to strengthen
aviation safety.

BLACK BOX RECOVERED
“The ‘black box’ has been re-
covered, and the investiga-
tion is going on. At this time
we thought that it would be
best to have the 787s
checked once,” Minister
Naidu said.

“The DGCA has asked Air
India to conduct these thor-
ough checks, and until today
8 such aircraft out of 34 in
the country have already

been inspected.”
On Friday, the country’s
civil aviation regulator

ordered enhanced inspec-
tions of Boeing 787-8 and
787-9 aircraft models.
Notably, businessline first
reported on Thursday that

the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation was exploring
the possibility of having all
the Boeing 787s in service
checked. The regulator has
directed Air India to con-
duct enhanced safety in-
spections on its Boeing
787-8 and 787-9 aircraft
fleet, equipped with ‘GenX’
engines.

As per the DGCA order,
starting June 15, 2025, Air
India will need to conduct
one-time checks before the
aircraft’s departure from In-
dia. Additionally, Air India
will implement ‘flight con-
trol inspections’ during
transit until further notice
and carry out power assur-
ance checks within two
weeks.

In addition, the airline is
required to review and ad-
dress recurring snags on its
B787-8 or -9 aircraft repor-
ted in the last 15 days. “The
report of the checks is to be
submitted to DGCA for re-
view,” the DGCA order said.
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Al crash death toll climbs to 270; DNA matching still
on; Tatas to glve Xlcrto on—ground victims, too

—
Our Bureaus
AhmedabadMumbai

As search for the charred
wreckage of the ill-fated Air
India aircraft continued for a
third consecutive day, the re-
mains of one more victim
was found on Saturday.

The body was recovered
when the tail portion of the
aircraft, which had got stuck
atop a building, was being
brought down. The body was
identified as that of a crew
member. Two large cranes
were deployed to bring down
the tail fin.

SILENCE ON TOLL

The Gujarat government
maintained a stoic silence on
the death toll even after
more than 48 hours of the ac-
cident.

Civil Hospital authorities
estimated the number of re-
ceived 270, including 241 on
board and on-ground vic-
tims. As the DNA sample col-
lection and matching with

UHDER THE LENS A Fnrensm SCIEF‘ICE Laboratory team
examining the crashed Air India aircraft in Ahmedabad vuar sonesn

the recovered bodies and
body parts was still under-
way, the exact number of
persons killed is not known.

Hospital authorities on
Friday said two medical stu-
dents were still missing in
the incident.

The State government has
begun handing over bodies
of the crash victims, whose
DNA samples matched with
those taken from the relat-
ives.

Of the 250-odd DNA
samples taken so far, 11 DNA
have matched and on Sat-

urday evening, one body was
handed over to the kin. The
families of 11 nationals of
foreign origin have been con-
tacted by embassies of their
countries and arrangements
have been made to send
samples for DNA matching.

Thirty-six forensic ex-
perts of the Gujarat govern-
ment assisted their counter-
parts from the Centre in
scanning the wreckage for
clues.

The Tata Group said on
Saturday that the X1 crore
compensation will also be

gwen to the on-ground vic-
tims. “As stated earlier, Tata
Group will provide X1 crore
to the families of each person
who lost their lives including
passengers, crew members
and individuals on the
premises. Medical expenses
of all those injured will also
be covered while ensuring
necessary care and support,”
a Tata Group spokesperson
stated.

Al’s COMPENSATION
Air India on Saturday an-
nounced that it will provide
an interim payment of ¥25
lakh to the families of the de-
ceased and survivors of the
plane crash. This interim
payment is in addition to the
¥1 crore compensation
already announced by the
parent company, Tata Sons,
Air India said in a statement.
On Saturday, Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge visited the aircraft
crash-site and the civil hos-
pital where 30-odd injured
were still being treated.
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SpiceJet posts record Q4
net of X319 cr on high load

factor, cost optimisation

.
Rohit Vaid
Hew Delhi

Budget airline Spicelet re-
ported & record high
quarterly net profit of $319
crore for Q4FY25 from &

loss during the correspond-
ing previous period.
The airdine said 4

marked Spicelet's second
consecuthve profitable
quarter, underscoring the
suceess of its “financial and
operational  turnaround”
strategy. Spicelet cited im-
proved vields, high Ioad
factor, and cost optimisa-
tion measures for its healthy
performance.

REVENUE UP 17.6%

Accordingly, the airline’s
revenue for (4 rose 17.6 per
cent om quarter to T1,942
crore, while the EBITDA in-
creased to T527 core from
1209 crore in ()3, The pas-
senger load factor stood at

88.1 per cent, showing
“ztrong demand”.
Spicelet said that the Pro-

moter Group completed an
equity infusion of T300
crore, including the final

tranche of T294.09 crore, in

4.

FULL-YEAR PROFIT
Furthermore, for the full
fiscal year ended March 31,
2025, the airline posted a
nct profit of T48 crore from
a loss of T4 crore in FY24.
The revenue for FY25 stood
at 16,736 crore, and the air-
line achieved a positive net
worth of T683 crore at the
cnd of this period.

“Spicedet has delivered a
strong set of results, mark-
ing a significant turnaround
in our operational and fin-
ancial performance,” said
Chairman and Managing
Director Ajay Singh.

“Posting & profit for the
second consecutive quarter
and for the full financial year
after seven years is a reflec-
tion of the tireless efforts of
our team, the continued
trust of our passengers, and
the resilience of our brand.
With a strengthened bal-
ance-sheet, rencwed  in-
westor trust, and continued
network expansion, Spice-
Jet s well-positioned for
sustaingble  growth,”  he
said.
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India urges descalation
of Iran, Israel stand-off

Tells to use diplomatic channels to de-escalate tensions

DC CORRESPONDENT ¢

NEW DELHI, JUME 13

Indin on Friday sald it is
“deaply concerned” by the
latest confrontation bt
ween lran and Iscael and
is “closely monitoring the
evolving situation. inchud-
ing reports of attacks on
nuclear sites.” after laraell
strikes reportedly hit
about 100 Iranian military
and nuclear targets and

hran retaliated with a
swarm of drones. New
Delhi urged both sides to
“avold any escalatory
steps,” advised Indian nat-
ionals in Israel and Iran to
exercise caution and fol
ltow local security advi-
sories, and noted that its
missions remain in touch
with the Indian commung
v in both countries,

The external affairs min-
istry sabd it stands ready
to extend support and
called for the use of exist-
ing diplomatic channels to
de-escalate tenslons and
address underlying issuss.

Meanwhile, India
abstained on Thurstay as
the UN General Assembly
overwhelmingly adopted a
resolution calling for an
“immediate, uncondition
al amd permanent” cense
fire in Gaza.

The Spanish-drafted text

with 149 wvotes in
avour, 19 abstentions and
12 votes against. Along-
glde India, those abstain
ing included Alhania, Ca-
merpon, Ecuedor, Ethi-
opia, Malawi, Panama,
South Swdan and Togn

Explaining India's posi-
tion, Permanent Represen-
tative to the UN Ambassa
dor Parvathaneni Harish
told the Assembly that
MNew Delhi remains “dee
ply coneerned @i the deep
ening humanitarian eri-
sis” and condemns the loss
of civilian life.

He noted Indiz  had
abstained on earlier Gaza-
related  resolutions  and
said  Thursday's stanes
was. “in continuation of
this, in the belief that
there is no other way to
resalve eonflicts but thro-
ugh dialogue and diploma-
oy A joint effort should be
direeted towards bringing
the two sides closer”

Flights parked on the runway at Chhatrapati Shiva) Mah.;ra} International Airport, in

Mumbai on Friday. Several Alr Indla flights were either diverted or returned to orlgin

the ongoing conflict.

Kashmir leaders
upset over attack

YUSUF JAMEEL | DC
SRINAGAR, JUME 13

Kashmir political parties
and their leaders are out-
raged by Israel's launch
ing & wave of military
strikes on Iran. asserting
this  “unjustified and
provocative™ act has hurt

the sentiments of
Muslims in the Valley and
evomil

Meamwhile, several pre-
dominantly Shia areas of
the Kashmir Valley and
Kargil on Friday wit-
nessed protests by surging
crowids against Israel with
epeakers calling s atack
an Iran an act terror-
ism. After attending Fri-
day congregational priay
ers, Shia Muslims took to
the streets in several areas
of capital Srinagar and
ha \'ﬁlll?ﬂﬁ. Budgam and
Baramul districts o
chant ‘Marg Bar Israel
{Death o lsmol)”, Similar
proftests  were held in
Eargil and neighbouring
Sankoo township, a report
ricielved here sald

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah while speakmg
b reporters here sad, ©
far a5 | know, Iran did |1m
give Israel any reason for

this attack. lsrael waged
war on a country aller by
its own avowal. callin

preemptive attack. the
world powers remain
sllent on this then, | think,
it would be an unfortunate

He acdded, “Today lsracl
has done the sime thing
that PRussia did in
Ukraine. You raise your
ol against Hussia; you
launeh a campalgn
against Russia. But when
Isranl altacks lran, the
world powoers, be it the
United States of America
or Europe, they fall silent.
If one country's attac kan,
another I8 wrong.,
talking ahnuL
Russian...then  Israel’s
aftacking lran ks not jusdl
fied either at all."

Abdullah said Israeli
attacking lran would esca-
late tensions risking a
wider regional conflict
and  leaving afverse
impact an e ceonomy.

The Chief Minister has
while expressing concern
over the safoty of JEK stu-
dents enrolled n various
institutions in Iran urged
the MEA to take urgent
stops towards safeguarn

ing them.

amid escalating tensions between Iran and israel. Iran has closed ifs airspace due to

- PTi

16 LONG-HAUL
FLIGHTS FORCED
10 GO BACK

DC

NEW DELHI, JUNE 13

Alr India was forced to
divert or turn back 16 long
and ulira-long-haul flights
on Friday after Iran closed
its airspace in the wake of
Israeli sirikes, the carrier
sdel in o troved advisory
Citing passenger safefy
the airline confirmed sev-
eral reroutings: Al 130
(London  Heathrow-Mum:
bai) landed in Vienna; Al
102 (New York-Delhi)
diveried to Sharjah; Al 118
(New York-Mumbai) to
Jeddah; and Al 2018 (Lon-
don Heathrow-Delhi) o
Mumbai. Outhound  sery-
jees Al 129 (Mumb-
ai-London Heathrow} and

Al 1189 (Mumbai-New
ork) returned to their ori-
gin, as did Al 103

(Delhi-Washington), Al
106 (Mewark-Delhi) was
redirected to Vienna, Alr
India said alternative arr-
gemenls  were  boing
made to carry aflected pas
sengers to their desting-
tioms.

IndiGo alsn warned on
social medin that the
Iranian airspace closure
cinild lengthen Might times
Or CHuse curn o bans on
SOANE FOUTES.
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FLEET FOCUS: Boeing 787 Dreamliner under scrutiny after deadly Ahmedabad crash

DGCA orders enhanced safety inspections

SHEMIN JoY
NEWS DELHI, DHNS

q day after a Dreamliner air-
craftcrashed in Ahmedabad,
he Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA) on Friday

ordered “enhanced safety inspec-

tions” of Air India's Boeing 787

Dreamliner fleet with immediate

effect, in coordination with its local

offices. Air India operates 27 Boeing

787-8s and seven Boeing 787-9s,

Initsorder, the civil aviation regu-
latormandated six additional main-
tenance actions for B787-8/9 air-
craft equipped with Genx engines
as a “preventive measure” with
immediate effect. In the crash on
Thursdayafternoon, 241 of the 242
peopleon board werekilled withina
minute of the Ahmedabad-Gatwick
flight’s takeoff.

The inspections would be car-

ried out by the airline in coordina-
tion with the regional offices of the
DGCA. According to the order, a
one-time check should be conduct-
ed before the departure of Dream-
liner flights from India on six pa-
rameters with effect from June 15.
The parameters include inspec-
tion of fuel parameter monitoring
and associated system checks, cabin
aircompressor and related systems,
electronic engine control system

tests, engine fuel driver actuator
operational tests and oil system
checks. A serviceability check of
the hydraulic system and a review
of takeoff parameters are also
required.

Italso mandates the introduction
of flight control inspection’ during
transitinspections until further no-
tice. Power assurance checks must
be conducted within two weeks.

The order also said that there

should be closure of maintenance
action based on the review of repet-
itive snags during the last 15 days
on B787-8/9 aircraftat the earliest.
The DGCA has asked the airline to
submit a report on the additional
checks ordered by the regulator.
Theorder cameamid speculation
thatthe government may order the
grounding of Dreamliners. Air In-
dia and IndiGo are the two Indian
airlines operating the B787 planes.

The Boeing 787-8 aircraft (VT-
ANB) involved in the crash was
11.5 years old, having logged over
41,000 flight hours with around
8,000 takeoffs and landings. This
marks the first-ever hull loss for a
Dreamliner aircraft.

The plane completed its maiden
flight on December 14, 2013, and
was delivered to Air India on Janu-
ary28,2014.Ithad 18 businessclass
seats and 238 economy class seats.
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ir Safety Panel Setup to
dvise on Policy Revam

Report from home
secretary-headed
committee will be
given in 3 months

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: A committes led by
Union home secretary Govind
Mohan will suggest steps to over-
haul India‘s aviation safety poli
cy as the government Is looking
to prevent a recurrence of inci
dents such as Air Indis’s Hoeing
TE7-8 plane crash that killed mo-
re than 270 people

Announcing formation of the
pane] two davs afler the count-
rv's worst air crash, civil avia-
tion minister Ram Mohan Naidu
on Saturday said it will examine
the existing standard operating
procedures and make recom-
mendations on how to prevent
and handle such oocrurrenoes,

This i1s besides the investiga-
tion that statutory body Aircraft

Aceident Investigntion Hurean
(AATB)will conduet

“We have put a time limit of
three monthe for them to sil
down, talk to varlous stakshol-
ders, invalve and discuss with
any aother important expert that
i= necessary,” Naldu sald at his
first media briefing after Thurs-
day'serazh

The committee will include the
heads of civil aviation regulator
Directorate General of Civil Av
iation (DGCA) and security re-
gulator Bureawof Clvll Aviation
Security, as well as joint secretn
ry-level officers from the state
and central governments, It will
also consult experis in aviation
safety, sccident Investigators
and lawvers,

AATH, under the civil aviation
minlsiry, s investlgating the
crash, while the US National
Transportation Safety Hoard
will also be nvelved in the detal-
led probe, given that the aircraft
was manufactured by an Ameri-
can company, Boeing, and was
maede in the 115

Wake-up Call »» 7
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vestigators at the scene on Saturday as a crane retrieves part of the
l}huﬁ!glllpf_lhltwmﬁh_mmmﬂ. EI:‘IT\'IMP.QE'E
GUJARAT CITY GRIEVES EX-CM'S DEATH IN (RASH

Rajkot Bids Farewell to Rupani

The streets of Rajkot wore a sombre ook Saturday as the city
I"_-| shut down il noon as a mark of respect for former Gujarat
chief minister Vijay Rupani. DP Bhattacharya reports. s+ 2
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Wake-up Call
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A UK AAIB team will
also assist in the inves
tigation, as will Boeing
and other major com-
ponent manufaeiurers
like GE, which suppli-
el engines for the air-
craft

The committese will
hald its first meeting
next weel, according
toa senior government
official. It will study
steps taken by other co-
uniries following such
secidents and s sug-
gestions will be Incor-
porated in the National

Civil Aviation Policy
whilch was lnunched in
2018,

There have been three
fatal erashes in the US
this vear, which spar-
ked calls for overhmau-
ling of the Federal Av-
intion Authority

“Thisaccident isajolt
forall of us. But it is al-
sp 8 wake-up call and
thecommittes will sug:
pest measures to make
it safer, looking at the
scenario where avia-
tion 15 no more @ luxu-
ry bl an essential mo-
de of transport and
transforming India in-
toan aviation hub,” sa-
id theafficial clted



g fAa=gas uifSswor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONCMIC TIMES DELHT 15 JUNE 2025

SpiceJet Profit
Rises Nearly
3-foldtoz325cr
inMarch Qtr

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Spicedet on Satur-
diy reporved a nearly three
fold jump in its standalone net
profit for the fourth quarter of
202425 1o 3248 crore. 11 mar
ked a 174 % incregse from 1109
grare imnt ||r' Vil |an|-|'|||||
The company’s revenue from
operations, however, fell 16% to
¥l,446.4 erore [rom 1, 7184 crope
during this peried. SpiceJet
achieved n passenger load factor
of B1% during Jameary
March, while revenue per avai
Inble seat Kilometre
was 50,
“While the revival
of our grounded est
has taken longer than anticips-
ted due to comples global supply
chain and engine overhaul chal
lenges, momentum is now clear-
Iv building.” sald Alay Singh,
chairman amd managing diree-
tor, Sploediet
“Char partnerships with world-
class DEMs and MROs {mainte-
nance, ropair amd operations
firms) like StandardAero snd
Carlvle Avintion are bearing fru-
it, and engine overhauls are un-
derway With overhauled engi
nes now returning, we expect o
steady ramp-up in operational
capacity in the weels ahead.”
For B24-25, Sploadel repor
ted & standalone profit after
tax of THH0.7 crore against a
loss of #4098 crore in the year
ago period
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TOLLTOUCHES 270

Panel to probe crash set
up; report in 3 months

@ Air India begins
checks of entire
Dreamliner fleet

MITIH KLIMAR
New Dehi, June 14

UHION CIVIL AVIATION muinister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Maidu
on Saturdany said a2 high-level
committee set up to investigate the
Alr [mi@a plane crash bn Adlunedabad,
which has claimed 270 tives so far,
willhokd its first mpeting on Monday.
The paneiwill bechaired by the Uinion
home secretary and will subanit its
report wit hin three mont hs

"W hive seta time Bmit of three
months for them (the high-level
panel) to sit down, talk to wnous
stakeholders, and consult with any
other experts necessary for their
Investigaton,” Maidu sakd.

Thecommities will inchade the
secretary or joint seaetany of the

HIMJARAPU RAM MOHAN HAIDU
CIVIL AVIATION MIMISTER

India maintains very strict aviation
safety standards _and everything

will be done to further
improve safety

SOME RELIEF

mAir india o pravide sdditonal
R25-lakh interim pay ment to
kin ol deceased & survivor

| More insurers, including

SBILife & ICIC] L rave
s isar | Lombard, i
process for the crashvictims

ministry of home affairs the seae

tary of avil aviation, mpressntat ives
from Gujarat’s home drpqrrmr:rﬂ
anid state disaster esponseauthority,

Ll

i

s

-

the Ahmedalad police eommili-
sioner, the direc tor general ofin gpec
thon and safety atthe Ind landdr Foree,
the directors peneml oft he Bureawof
Civildwviation Sacurity, and the Dizec-
torate Ceneralof Crvil Aviation 2 spe-
cial director from the Intelligence
Iarman,and thedirectorof the Diec-
torateof Forensic Science Services.
The commibttes may also bring In
additional memben as needed,
Incuding aviation experts, legal
auviser s and acodent imestigators.

Contirued on Page
B Related roports on Fage 1k
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High-level panel to probe plane crash

STATING THAT IMDIA maintains
very strict avmtion sﬂlﬂ}' stan-
dards, the minister sald the gov

ernment has ordered surveil

lance of all Boging 787 aimraft
models post the crash and
everything will be dooe to fur-
therimprove l-'l[ﬂ}' “Any theo ¥
eoing around will be analysed.”
hie said,

*There are 34 alrcraft from
this serles in our Indlan feet
today. | believe that some have
already been lnspected, and all
of them will be thoroughly
checked with immediate
Llrgrm'}-;' Maido =aid,

Adr Indla had 34 B787 In lts
fleet before the crash, IndiGo
has a B7E7 -Paircraft butwith a
foreign registration.

AirIndiasaidit hascon ducted
qmie- Eriree uiE!:" IJ:IHi won I.'IIIEd
itsBocing 787 Dreamlinersand is
on track to complete checks on
the remaining 14.“Adr India is in
the process of completing the
mne-time safety checksd rected
bw the: Indian sviation regulator,
[HGECA These checksarebeingear
dedout on the Boekng 787 fleet as
theyreturn to India, before being
deredfor their next operations,”
saiid an Adr India spokespe son
“Some of these dwecks could lead
to higher twrmaround time and
potential delays on cortain long-
haul rougtes l'!pl‘fli“:( those to
alrpaTts with operating curfrws.
Custamess will be duly notified

King Charles lll wears a black armband to mowm victims of the
Air India crash, during his annual birthday parade in London on
Saturday Silence was also observed on the occasian o

about any delays," theaidine said
Naidu shared that the air-
cnft's black box had been reary
ered from the crash site, saying
the the Aimraft Accident Inves
tigation Bureau (AAIBR) will
decode its contents, The black
box captures vital Might data
and cockpitaudio, playinga key
rale in helping investigators
determime the ciuseof a crash
It Is specifically designed to
endure extreme conditions,
Including high impact and
Intense flres.
InAhmedabad, the process of

idenitification of wictims by

miatching DNA samplesis under
way, and the bodies will be
handed over to their relatives
once the process s complete, said
adoctor at I Medical College,
Adr Indla on Saturday aluo
said it will provide an interim
payment of €25 lakh to the
families of the deceased and
surviveors of the Abmedabad
pl..m:- crash, This interim pay
ment |l in addition to the
1 croTe mmpcna.'ﬁinn ;lqu}'
announced by the parent com
pa n].-,'lﬂ.fa Sons, Air Inchia i in
as@toment. "As part of our oon
timued e ffarts, Abr Tndia will be

providing an interim payment
of B25 lakh orapproximately
21,000 GEFeach tothe families
of the deceased and to the
survivor, to help address
immediate financial needs,” Air
India said.

The plane uniderwent com-
prehensive maintenance cecks
0 June 2023 andwas due for the
next scheduled comprehe nstve
checks in December this vear

I nsurance compamies like 581
Life, HODFC Life and 1E1C1 Lom-
bard, said they have rlaxed the
claim settdement process forAlr
I piﬂnrﬂadt wictima S5 Lde
has eased the clalm process to
offer faster financial asistance
Claim ¢an be Indmated with
minimum docwments like clamm
form, policy document and
detailsof KYC and ank account
ofthe nominee HDFC Life saidit
has simpiified its daim process
Nominees/legal heirs can now
initite claims with just a proof of
death from local awthorities
10T Lom bard s.aid it 13 working
closely to ensure a thomugh and
timely assecoment ofclaims

King Charles |11 and other
members of the royal family in
uniform wore black armbands
and observed a moment of
sence dur ng his annual birth
day parade Saturday as the
mmarch ommemorated those
whao died inthis week's Air India
planecrash,
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Q4L STANDALONE PAT UP THREEFOLD
Spicefet backin
blackin FY25

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
Mumbai, June 14

BUDGET CARRIER SPICEIET
on Saturday sad its standalone
profitaftertas (FAT) surged nearly
threefold to € 32487 crore i the
March 2025 quarter. The Guru-
gradm-base dardine had poste da
PAT of €119 crore in the fourth
gquarter of FY24, acearding to a
regulatory filing

Howewver, the revenus from
opemtionsforthequarterdeclined
160 year-on-year (o €1 446.37
crore from €1,719.3 crore in
Q4 FY 24, Splicelet said in thefiling.

Forthe 20024-15% liwallﬁi:-l celet
posted a standalone PAT of 158
cTore against a loss of £409.473
crore in theyear-ago perod,

The revenue from opetations
fell 25% to ¥5,284 crore in FY25
from 07 050 core ayeara o as pet
the exchange filing.

The airline mastatement, sid
it pnstrrl:nh:ghr—ﬂ m-r'rq.h'll'h.'ﬂ'{."
profit of €319 crore for Q4FY 25,
marking its second consecutiee
profitable quarter, and a full-year

REPORT CARD

E Spicelet had posted PAT of
119 cringdFyas

Eﬁ*@n-

8 The budget camier's full-yaar
net profit standsat L8 or

m FY 25 standalanes PAT
T58 cr against loss of
TLOY crinyearago period

net profit of 48 aore, the firstin
seven years, underscoring the“suc-
cessof its financial and operational
turnaround strategy”.

Continued on Page 2
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SpiceJet back in black for FY25

THE PROMOTER GROUP com
pleted an equity infuskon of
T ¥ cmone, |.|1r||.||'l|r|grhr fimal
tranche of 29409 crore in
CHEY 25 priphassing ibsstrong
confidence in the company's
lowigy-bern i saom ard !:u!t-nti.ll.
"Spicedet has delivered a
stmng st of maults, markinga
significant turnaround in our
operational and finandal per-

formance. Posting a profit for
the second consecut ive quarter
and for the full finandal year
afterseven years ks amilection of
e i reless efforts of ourtemy,
the continued st of our pas
sengern,and the redlence ofour
brand,” said Ajay Singh, chair
rman & MO, H;rn.'n-il.*r.

"While the revival of oar
groumded foet has take ke nger

than anficipatedSue tommplex
global supply chain and engine
overhaul chalkenges, momen

i bs nowy elearly boilding . Our
part nersh ips with wor Id-class
OEMsand MRDs like Standand

Aero and Cadyle Aviation ame
bearng fruit, and engine over

hamels ane undesway, With over-
hauloed engimes nomw retuming,
we expect a steady ramg-up in

operational capaaty in the
etk ahend " Shng hoaddisd,
Statmg that the heartbreak

Ingtmgedyof theAlr India plane
crashy has I.‘IEE'II'!.' affected all, he
mid " Ourthoughtsare with the
famitiesand loved onesaf those
lost in this devas tating oash
Thee entire aviation comemundty
stands togetherin thismomernt
of grief™.
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® FIRST 787 MODELTO CRASH

Air India accident is

a learning moment
for industry: Airbus

BLOOMBERG
Paris, June 14

AIRBUS SE said the fatal acci-
dent on Thursday in India
involving a Boeing Co airliner
should spur the industryasa
wholetoadvance itssafety cul-
ture, dismissing the notion
that the crash could bring a
competitive edgeto one plane-
maker over the other in the
global duopoly.

“Safety is in everything that
wedo,sothetragedyinIndia,we
don’t see thatin any way,shape
or form as a competitive input,”
Christian Scherer,whooversees
Airbus’s commercial aircraft
operation, said at a press meet-
ing in Paris.“Itis, if anything, a
reminder to us all that aviation
has become so safe that, statisti-
callyspeaking, every accident is
totallyunacceptable The crash
of an Air India 7 87 Dreamliner
on Thursday killed more than
240 people on the aircraft as
well as people in the densely
populated urban areawherethe
planeexploded.

The episode has added to
several high-profile incidents
that have shaken confidence in
the safety of flying in recent
years,afterthe industryenjoyed
a long phase of few crashes,
including 2023 wheretherewas
not one fatalaccident involving
alarge jetliner. The cause of the
crash, which ranks as the worst
civil aviation disaster in more
than a decade, remains
unknown. For Boeing, the
tragedy was the first time the
company haslosta 787 model,
one of itsmost popular aircraft.
Airbus competesin that space
with its A3 50 jetliner and the
smallerA330neoplane.Scherer
spokealongside Chief Executive
Officer Guillaume Faury ahead

Caskets carrying the remains of some of the victims of
Thursday's Air India plane crash are loaded onto a vehicle
at a hospital in Ahmedabad on Saturday

of the Paris Air Show, which
kicks off next week and marks
the keyannual gatheringforthe
industry. Faury’s counterpart at
Boeing, Kelly Ortberg, has can-
celed his appearance at the
eventinordertohelpcoordinate
his company’s response to the
Indiatragedy.”Everyincidentin
this industry is an immediate
remainder of what can go
wrong,” Scherer said.

Faury said the companystill
plans to ramp up output, but
that the goal of doing so has
become"alittle bit more diffi-
cult” as global volatility and
supply-chain constraints per-
sist. Atthesametime,thecom-
pany reiterated its goal of
delivering 820 aircraft to cus-
tomers this year, and Scherer
said there's a "meaningful
decline"in missing partsas the
overall supplychainimproves.

Chief Financial Officer
Thomas Toepfer, who
appeared alongside otherexec-
utives at the event, said that
given the continued volatility
in the market, the company
would be less inclined to con-
sider buybacks as a financial
tool forthe time being.

"AL AL Exp
to do away
with‘177’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 14

AR INDIA and Air India
Express will do away with
flight number‘171" after
the fatal crash of the Air
Indiaplane that killed 241
people onboard on Thurs-
day,according to sources.
The Boeing 7 87-8 Dream-
liner aircraft that went
down soon after take-off
wasoperating the tlight ‘Al
171" from Ahmedabad to
London Gatwick.
FromJune 17 onwards,
the flight number of
Ahmedabad-London
Gatwick will be 'AI 159’
insteadof'A1171" Another
source said that Air India
Expresshasalsodecided to
do away with its flight
numberIX171!

15 JUNE 2025

Teen in shock
after filming
Al plane crash

MOHAMED THAVER
Ahmedabad, June 14

STANDING ON theterrace ofa
three-storey building, Aryan
Asari watched with amaze-
ment as the planes flew over-
head, seemingly withintouch-
ing distance.

Visiting his father in
Ahmedabad’s Laxminagararea,
whichisclose tothe airport, the
Class 12 student decided to
shoot a video of one of these
planes and send it to friends
back home in a village in
Aravalli district.

[t was this video — showing
the Air India plane struggling to
stay in the airand crashingina
massive fireball — thatwould
goviral globally, becoming the
subject of analysis.Aryan, how-
ever, found himself trauma-
tised and struggling to sleep at
night. On Saturday, police took
him away from the Ahmedabad
house, both to seek details
about the video and keep him
out of the media spotlight. Ear-
lierin theday,Aryan tolda local
channel that he had shared the
video with his father as well as
on his Instagram account. He
said he was too scared to step
foot onan airplane everagain.

Raj Singh, 16, whowaswith
Aryan when he shot the video,
said that this was the first time
the boy and hissisterwerevisit-

ing the rented apartmentwhere
theirfather, a retired army offi-
cerwhonowworked asa metro
supervisor,had been staying for
the past sixmonths.

“He came around noon and
was amazed when he saw
planes fly so close overhead as
theareais in the flight path.The
planes fly so close, one almost
teels that one can touch it. He
said he wanted to show his
triends howclose hewas to the
planes and started shooting
them on his phone,” Raj, who
resides in the same building,
told The Indian Express.

“As soon as the Air India
flight came, he started shooting
it.When he saw it going down,
he asked me whyit is moving
down. However, when we saw
the ball of fire,he rushedback to
hisroom,"said Raj.

Sunita Singh,anotherbuild-
ing resident said: “His father
told himto stay indoorsand not
talk to anyone. The father may
have shared the video which
thenwent viral”

Later, a team from the
Ahmedabad crime branch took
him away for questioning
regarding the video. When The
Indian Expressvisited the build-
ing, the house waslocked. An
official said that Aryan and his
sister had been sent to a rela-
tive's place as per instructions

by senior officials.
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‘DGCA warned Al

‘DGCA warned Al...

on safety lapses’

FPJ News Service
AHMEDABAD

As a high-level investigation
gathers momentum, a chill-
ing revelation has emerged,
casting a shadow of doubt
over Air India’s safety proto-
cols Sanat Kaul, former Joint
Secretary of the Ministrv of
Civil Aviation (MoCA), dis-
closed on Friday that the civil
aviation regulator, the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avi-
ation [DGCA), had
repeatedly issued letters to
Air India, highlighting "fm-
proper safety inspections
and other lapses.”

Kaul's comments, made as
experts from the Aircraft Ac-
cident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), Boeing, and Britishin-
vestigators delve into the
wreckage, hint at potentially
grave oversights. He sug-

gested that “possible
omissions on the part of Air
India emplovees responsible
for safety checks or poor im-
plementation of the regula-
tory inspections and audits by
regulators could be among
the contributory factors for
the disaster.” This revelation
amplifies concerns ahout the
airline’s adherence to strin-
gent safety standards.

“The DGCA had written to
Air India several times, point-
ing out multiple issues,
mainly regarding safety,
things like improper inspec-
tions and other lapses” Kaul
stated to IANS, emphasizing
the persistent nature of these
warnings. “So, the question
now arises about the main-
tenance procedures followed
by AirIndia.”

P Contdon | nation

The former bureaucrat specifically zered in on

Tine maintenance,” the critical routine checks wnd
repair tasks performed on aireraft between flights,
often on the alrport mrmac.

“There's concern about what's called “line main-
temance, the checks by inspectors before every
flight,” Kaul added. "How thomugh and effective
those checls were - s now under scrutinv” The

meticulousness of these pre-flight inspections is
paramount toavintion safety, and any compromise
could have catastrophic consequences.

Kaul clarified that matters related to civil avi-
ation safety are handled by the DGCA, an indepen-
dent regulator operating under the Ministry,
While acknowledging the presence of a "mbust
and well-defined regulstory framework™ in the
country, he underscored the crucial question:
“how well i5 it being implemented in practice?”
The gap between regulation and its real-world
application could be a key area of the ongoing
probe. “In such a vast systern, if there were any
lapses, which airline, which area, that will be inves-
tigated now,” he affirmed.

Kaul's comments align with the investigators’
primary focus: decoding data from the alreraft’s
Black Box This crucial evidence is expected to nar-
row down the reason for the suspected enging fall-
ure that preceded the crash.
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Air India warns of delays
as govt orders 787 checks

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Eight out of the total
of 34 Boeing 787 aircraft in the
Indian fleet have been inspected,
said civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu on Saturday, while
addressing the media on the Air
India flight that crashed on
Thursday. “As per extended sur-
veillance ordered by the DGCA
on Friday, eight of the total 34
B787 have already been
inspected,” Naidu said.
Separately, ina statement, Air
India warned passengers of
potential delays due to the
checks. “Some of these checks
could lead to higher turnaround
time and potential delays on cer-
tain long-haul routes especially
those to airports with operating
curfews. Customers will be duly
notified about any delays,” the
airline said in a post on X. The
airline said it is in the process of
completing the one-time safety
checks directed by DGCA. -p2

RAM MOHAN NAIDU

As per extended surveillance
ordered by the DGCA on

Friday, eight of the total .
34 B787 have already  _ ¥
beeninspected... N

HT

All theories still on ta]e;

says aviation minister

NEW DELHI: The government
will look into all possible theories
of what could have caused the
Air India plane crash this week,
aviation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu said on Saturday during
the government'’s first briefing
into the tragedy on Thursday.

Naidu said the Centre has also
set up a multi-disciplinary panel
to ascertain the “root cause” of
the crash and assess any contrib-
uting factors in addition to the
investigation being conducted by
the Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Board (AAIB). 3p2
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Teen who shot crash video
gives statement to police

Ateeq Shaikh

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: Last Thursday,
Aryan Ansari had just walked up
to the terrace of a two-storey
building in Ahmedabad's Omkar
Nagar when the 17-year-old was
fascinated by the roar of aero-
planes flying at low altitudes.
Visiting his father from Samalaji
hamlet in Aravalli district, the
Class 12 student took out his
mobile phone and started shoot-
ing a video. What he caught was
the ill-fated Al-171 that crashed
33 seconds after taking off from
the nearby Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel airport - his short grainy
video, capturing the last seconds
of the flight, then was beamed
around the world and became
the basis for both expert recon-
structions and amateur investi-
gations.

On Saturday, Aryan recorded
his statement before the Gujarat
Police.

“Within 24 seconds of the
recording, the plane crashed. My
sister was the first one to see the
video. I feel very scared because
of what I saw,” Aryan told PTL

“I felt very scared because of
what I witnessed. My sister was
the first one to see mv video. who

A screen grab of the video shot
by the 17-year-old seconds
before the plane crashed.

then informed my father. I had
no idea the flight would crash,”
Aryan added.

On seeing the flames and
thick black smoke that billowed
out of the crash site, Aryan rang
his father, a retired army man,
who now is employed with
Ahmedabad Metro.

“1 had never seen a plane
before in my life and this was the
first time I saw a plane and
recorded the video,” he told Guj-
arati portal VTV News.

His family said Aryan is trau-
matised. His sister said he was
not able to speak properly.
“Aryan has been in a state of
shock and keeps himself
indoors. He did not sleen the

entire last night,” said his friend
Raj Singh, 16, who was with
Aryan when he was shooting the
video.

Raj said Aryan had arrived in
Omkar Nagar around 12pm on
Thursday. “I accompanied him
to befriend him as he came in
the same building as where I
live,” added Raj. The structure
has residences on the ground
and first floors as well as a room
on the terrace. “While filming,
Aryan first said that the aircraft
might be landing ahead, but 1
said there is no airport ahead,”
Raj said.

A Crime Branch official said
that Aryan was not detained and
his statement was recorded in
half-an-hour. “We had brought
him to the police station with his
father for recording his state-
ment regarding his video, Both
father and son after recording of
the statement were allowed to
leave,” a senior Crime Branch
official said.

He added that the boy was
asked why and how he made the
video, the exact time of the
recording, and other people
present.

With inputs from
Maulik Pathak in Ahmedabad
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8 Dreamliner aircraft
inspected, says Naidu

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Eight out of the
total 34 Boeing 787 Dreamliner
aircraft in the Indian fleet have
been inspected, Union civil avia-
tion minister Ram Mohan Naidu
said on Saturday while address-
ing the media on the June 12
crash of Air India flight 171.

“As per extended surveillance
ordered by the DGCA on Friday,
eight of the total 34 B787 have
already been inspected,” he said.

To be sure, Air India had 34
Boeing 787 airframes in its fleet
before the crash. IndiGo has a
787-9 aircraft, but with a foreign
registration,

The crash of the London Gat-
wick-bound Air India flight from
Ahmedabad claimed the lives of
241 out of 242 people onboard
the Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner.

The jet crashed moments
after taking off on Thursday aft-
ernoon, marking the worst air
tragedy in the country in three
decades. Officials said at least 50
others were injured in the medi-
cal college hostel where the jet
crashed.

While the minister did not
comment on the result of the
inspections, people familiar with
the matter said no issues had
been detected.

“Air India B787-8 aircraft flew
to Paris-Delhi, and Delhi-
Ahmedabad route without any
issues before the crash,” said
civil aviation secretary Samir
Kumar Sinha.

“The crash happened at
1.40pm and a team of DGCA
(Directorate General of Civil Avi-

Air India had 34 Boeing 787 Dreamliner aircraft prior to the June

12 crash in Ahmedabad.

ation), BCAS (Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security), AAIL (Airports
Authority of India), CISF (Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force)
and mysell reached the crash
site around 6pm until when the
fire was doused by local authori-
ties,” Sinha said.

The airline separately said
that the checks could lead to
delays on certain long-haul
routes.

“Some of these checks could
lead to higher turnaround time
and potential delays on certain
long-haul routes especially those
to airports with operating cur-
fews. Customers will be duly
notified about any delays,” the
airline said in a post on X.

The government issued an
order on Saturday stating thata
high-level multi-disciplinary
committee, headed by the
Union home secretary, will carry
outa broader review of the inci-

REUTERS

dent.

While Naidu said that the
committee will have a “holistic”
approach, he remained tight-
lipped on the progress of the
investigation.

Later in the day, Air India
announced an interim compen-
sation of 225 lakh for the fami-
lies of those who lost their lives
in the June 12 Ahmedabad plane
crash. The relief package comes
in addition to the 1 crore
already announced by the par-
ent company, Tata Group.

“To provide immediate finan-
cial support, Air India will be
making an interim payment of
25 lakh, or approximately
£21,000 to each of the families ol
the deceased and also to the sur-
vivor. This is in addition to the ¥1
crore, or approximately
£85,000, already committed by
Tata Sons,” said Campbell Wil-
son, CEO and MD of Air India.
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40 years after jet crash, Guj hospital
at heart of yet another airline tragedy

Ateeq Shaikh

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: Its 100 acre cam-
pus —which has four four-storey
buildings and two-storey dining
halls and hostel buildings - bore
the brunt of India’s worst single-
aircraft crash this week. But
Byramijee Jeejeebhoy Medical
College in Ahmedabad was also
at the heart of the rescue-and-re-
lief operations four decades ago
when 133 people died in another
tragicair crash just 2.5km from
the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel air-
port.

“It was the backbone during
the 1988 Indian Airlines air crash
in Ahmedabad, where there
were only 2 survivors,” said Dr
MF Shaikh, former head of the
burns and plastic surgery
department, BJ Medical College.
Shaikh was referring to the Octo-
ber 19,1988 tragedy of flight 113,
which crashed on its final
approach to Ahmedabad airport.
He said since the medical college
was in close proximity to the air-
port, many of the passengers
were brought in for treatment.

Established in 1871 as Ahmed-
abad Medical School with onlv
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The hospital previously treated passengers from the 1988 Indian

Airlines crash that claimed 133 lives.

14 students, BJ Medical College is
the oldest medical college in Guj-
arat and among the oldest in
India.

It has one main campus in the
Meghaninagar neighbourhood,
where a 2,500 bed hospital
stands. Another 1,200 bed hospi-
tal came up within the same
campus in 2019. The govern-
ment-run Civil Hospital shares
the same compound.

Thursday’s crash took place
close to the main campus area,
with the Boeing 787 Dreamliner
hittine the medical colleee's hos-

RAJU SHINDE/HT PHOTO

tel buildings and dining halls.
While the four hostel buildings’
facade was charred, the two
mess buildings were partially
collapsed.

“Every year, 256 MBBS stu-
dents secure admission here,
apart from over 400 post gradu-
ation seats,"said Ahmedabad-
based Dr Javed Vakil, a senior
consultant nephrologist at Aar-
tham Multi Super Speciality
Hospital.

Dr Vakil said over 300 kidney
transplants are conducted in the
government-run institute anni-

ally, and patients come from dis-
tant corners of the state.

“In 1879, a generous donation
of 320,000 by Sir Byramjee Jee-
Jjeebhoy led to the school being
renamed BJ Medical School. The
institution steadily expanded,
securing affiliation with the Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons
of Bombayin 1917 and later with
Bombay University in 1946, earn-
ing its status as BJ Medical Col-
lege, offering London College of
Professional Studies diplomas,”
said the hospital website.

The postgraduate courses are
offered across 24 branches and
super specialty courses are
offered across 11 branches.

The hospital was also the
backbone during the 2001 Bhuj
earthquake relief, the 2002
Akshardham Temple attack, and
medical emergencies such as the
2009-10 swine flu outbreak and
the 2020-21 pandemic. “This hos-
pital has been handling such
mass casualties since the begin-
ning,” said Dr Shaikh. “In fact,
the Civil Hospital saw its worst
time when the trauma centre
was bombed in the 2008 Ahmed-
abad bombings. Yet, the hospital
did not come to a standstill *
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Air India says pre-flight
checks completed for nine
of 33 of its Dreamliner jets

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Air India said on Saturday
that it had completed the
one-time pre-flight checks
ordered for the Boeing 787
Dreamliner aircraft by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation on nine of the 33
aircraft.

“These checks are being
carried out on the Boeing
787 fleet as they return to
India, before being cleared
for their next operations,”
it said in a press statement
about the fresh inspection
guidelines ordered by the
aviation safety regulator a
day after the crash.

The airline is also “on
track” to complete this
process for the remaining
24 aircraft, Air India
added.

\AS%!

-
AN GNTRE

An assistance centre opened at the airport for the relatives of the
victims, in Mumbai, on Saturday. AFp

The inspections include
one-time pre-flight checks
of six different items, such
as fuel parameter monitor-
ing and associated system,
inspection of cabin air
compressor, and electron-
ic engine control system

test. Additionally, the air-
line has to also carry out
flight control inspection as
part of checks while the
aircraft is in transit. A pow-
er assurance check within
two weeks also needs to be
performed.
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Spicelet profit after tax jumps
nearly threefold to 3325 crore

Budget carrier Spicejet on Saturday said its
standalone profit after tax (PAT) surged nearly
threefold to ¥324.87 crore in the March 2025
quarter. The Gurugram-based airline had posted
a PAT of 119 crore in the fourth quarter of FY24,
according to a regulatory filing. However, the
revenue from operations for the reporting
quarter declined 16% year-on-year to ¥1,446.37
crore from ¥1,719.3 crore in Q4 FY24, Spicelet
said in the filing. »n
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REPORT IN 3 MONTHS, AAIB PROBE GOING SMOOTHLY: GOVT

Centre sets up high-level panel
to probe A-l crash, review SOPs

8 of airline’s 33
Boeing 787 planes
inspected so far,
says minister

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE14

THE CENTRE has set up a high-
level multi-disciplinary commit-
tee to look into Thursday's crash
of the Air India London-bound
flight (Al 171) in Ahmedabad,
whichkilled 241 people onboard
and many on the ground too.

While the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is al-
ready leading a technical inves-
tigation into the crash, the com-
mittee is also expected to focus
on “formulating SOPs(Standard
Operating Procedures) for pre-
venting and handling such oc-
currences in the future”, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation said.

Addressing a press briefing
on Saturday, Civil Aviation
Minister K Ram Mohan Naidu
said the committee would hold
its first meeting on Monday, and
was expected to submit its re-
port within three months.

Soon after Thursday's crash,
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) had sought en-
hanced safety inspection of the
aircraft type. On Saturday, Naidu

Cranes bring down the Dreamliner's tail from a building in
which it was stuck, in Ahmedabad Saturday. senkhadeep Banerjee

Civil Aviation Minister
KRam Mohan Naiduata
press meet in New Delhi. P11

said eight of Air India's 33 Boeing
787 aircraft have been inspected
sofar. Inastatement, Air India said
it has completed the mandated
checks on nine aircraft so far.

While the minister did not
elaborate on the checks, a senior
government official told The
Indian Express that the inspec-
tions have not revealed any issue
or adverse observation so far.

Meanwhile, Aviation
Secretary Samir Kumar Sinha
said the AAIB's investigation was
“going smoothly”.

Asked why the committee
was constituted when the AAIB-
led probe was already on, Naidu
said the AAIB investigation was

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Govt sets up committee to probe Al crash

technical and specific to the plane
crash in Ahmedabad, while the
government’s high-level com-
mittee would take a more holistic
approach and look at further
strengthening of the aviation
safety ecosystem.

The committee, headed by
the Home Secretary, includes
senior officials from the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, Ministry of
Home Affairs, Gujarat govern-
ment, the Indian Air Force, the
Intelligence Bureau, Bureau of
Civil Awviation Security, and
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation, among others.

*The committee will examine
the existing SOPs and guidelines
issued to prevent and handle such
occurrences and suggest compre-
hensive guidelines for dealing
with such instances in the future.
The committee will not be asub-
stitute to other enquiries being
conducted by relevant organisa-
tions but will focus on formulat-
ing SOPs for preventing and han-
dling such occurrences in the
future,” the ministry said in a re-
lease late on Friday night.

Naidusaid the AAIB probe will
comprehensively analyse all an-
gles and factors that could have
possibly been behind the crash.

According to flight tracking
data, the signal from the aircraft
was lost at an altitude of just 625
feet, moments after take-off. It
then descended with a vertical
speed of 475 feet per minute and
crashed. According to DGCA, the
pilots gave a Mayday call — sig-
naling severe distress — to the
Ahmedabad airport Air Traffic
Control upon take-off, after which
it crashed outside the airport
perimeter.

The aircraft's flight data
recorder, which has been recov-
ered, is expected to provide in-
depth insights into what hap-
penedin the momenis leading to
the crash, the deadliest aviation
disaster involving an Indian air-
craft in decades.

FDR is one of the so-called
black boxes placed on board, and
records flight data on scores of pa-
rameters. The aircraft’s other
black box — cockpit voice
recorder (CVR) — is yet to be

found, The AAIB has taken over
the crash site and evidence col-
lectionis on

The AAIB is being assisted in
the probe by the US National
Transportation Safety Board
{NTSB),given that the aircraftwas
manufactured by an American
company — Boeing — and was
made in the US.

AUKAAIB teamwill alsohelp
with the investigation, and so are
Boeing and other major compo-
nent manufacturers like GE (en-
gine manufacturer ). According to
aircraft accident investigation
protocol, the probe report should
be finalised within a year.

The world has its eyes set on
the probe as scoresof Boeing 787
aircraft are operating all over the
globe, and this was the first-ever
crash involving the 787,

At the briefing on Saturday,
Naidu said that while India hasa
strict and robust protocol on avi-
ation safety, which hasalso been
recognised by global bodies in-
cluding the International Civil
Aviation Organization (1CAQ), the
governmentsiill wentahead and

ordered an extensive surveillance
of the 787 fleet in India. He said
whatever steps may be required
to furtherenhance aviation safety
would be taken without any hes-
itatiorn.

In its directive soon after the
crash on Thursday, the DGCA had
asked Air India to carry out a
number of technical checksonits
Boeing 787 fleet. Air Indiahad a
total of 34 Boeing 787 aircraft be-
fore the Ahmedabad crash. Now
ithas 26 787-8 aircraft and seven
787-9 planes.

These enhanced checks in-
clude a one-time pre-departure
check of aircraft systems and pa-
rameters, including fuel parame-
ters monitoring and associated
system, cabin aircompressor and
associated systems, electronicen-
gine control system, engine fuel
driven actuator and oil system,
hydraulic systern serviceability,
and take-off parameters. Addi-
tonally, flight control inspection
is to be introduced in transit in-
spection till further notice. Power
assurance checks have also been
mandated,
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Panel formed to probe,
report in three months

Death toll goes
up to 27
MPOST BUREAU

AHMEDABAD/ NEW
DELHI: The death toll in
the London-bound Adr India
Dreamliner crash in Ahmed-
abad rose to 274 on Saturday.

Stepping up the efforts
to examine the causes that
may have led to the disas-
ter, the Ceentre set up a high-
fevel multi-discipli
headed by the Lpfln:;un”HF:m.:
Secretary to examine the
causes that led to the disaster.

As investigators pore over
wreckage at the B] Medical
College hostel and canteen
complex for clues after the
crash of the Air India flight
171, opetated by Boeing 787-8
gircratt on Thursday, Civil Avi-
ation Minister K Rammohan
Maidu said aviation regulator
DGCA has ordered “extended
surveillance” for the Tata-
owned airlines Boeing 787
series planes.

Meanwhile, the pilots of the
London-bound Air India flight
which crashed 36 seconds atter
take-off from Ahmedabad -
sent one last radio message to
Air Traffic Control at 1.39 pm,
the Civil Aviation Ministry
said Satun:la}'. Confinued on P4

‘Wrechoge of the cashed Air Indio plane being lifted through a crane P11

» Ak Indla abo announced
KEY POINTS | ", orode aniomsm
» Thare was no word pet payment of Bs 25 lokdh
on recovery of another 1o the fomiies of the de-
Block box — the: Cock- cogsed and survivors of the
pit Violkee Recorder [CWVE) Ahmedabod plone crosh
wDMA of 11 plane crash | » "This Interim payment
wictims matched with I= In addifion 1o the Rs
family members so far, 1 crore compensation
says offidal already oonounced’
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Panel formed to probe, report in three months

Continted frann Page |
he Ministry said the
pilots made the distress
call after the plane failed
to rise above 650 feet. But the
ATC's responses got no reply;
the plane had ed by then.

“Mayday, Mayday_ " were
the final words of Captain
Sumeet Sabharwal and his crew
betore the heavily-fuelled Boe-
ing 787-8 Direamliner crashed
intoa college students’ hostel in
a residential area near the air-

, exploding into a fireball
Hhﬁ all I:uugl. one of the 242
people on board.

Owerall 274 deaths have
been confirmed, including
those on the ground, in Indias
worst aviation disaster in
15 years; that was in May 2010
when an Air India Boeing 737
flight from Dubai overshot the
runway at Mangaluru ai
and crashed into a gorge, kill-
ing 158 people on board.

“The plane took off at 1.39
pm and, within a few seconds,
after reaching a height of about
650 fieet, it started sinking. ie.
it started losing height. The
pilot informed Ahmedabad
ATC that it was a ‘mayday] ie.
a full emergency. When ATC
tried to contact, it did not
receive a response”

“After exactly a minute the
plane crashed in Medhani-
nagar, which is two kilometres
from the airport.” he said

Meanwhile, in the wake of
speculation about the readi-
ness of the plane and possi-
ble mechanical, dectronic, or
technical isswes, the Aviation
Ministry said the same plane
had completed the Paris-Delhi-
Ahmedabad sector “without
any accident”.

As imvestigators looked into
all possible causes for the crash,
including loss of thrust in both
engines of the 11-year-old air-
craft, multiple bird strikes, or
a |I:mtcnria.] flap issue, Maidu
told reporters in Delhi that
decoding of the Black box is

oing to give “in-depth insight”
ignl::!;n'hagtj;appmcg mnmEm:
before the tragedy.

The Digital 1'r.'FJiE,l'Lt Data
Recorder (DFDR}, commaonly
known as the Black box, was
recovered from the “rooftop” of
the hostel building at the crash
site on Friday.

There was no word yet
an recovery of another Black
box -- the Cockpit Voice
Recorder (CVE). This instru-
ment records radio transmis-
sions and other sounds in the
cockpit, such as conversations
between the pilots and engine
noises.

Maidu said India has very
strict aviation safety stand
and robust protocols, and
everything will be done to fur-
ther improve safety. The cen-
tral panel headed by the Union
home secretary will also sug-
gest comprehensive guidelines
to prevent incidents like the
Ahmedabad crash in the future.
It will have its first meeting on
Monday. The panel will pub-
lish its repart in three months,
a statement by the Civil Avia-
fion mingstry said.

The panel will ascertain
the root cause of the crash and

assess the cantributing factors,
including mechanical failure,
human error, weather condi-
tions, regulatory compliances
and other reasons, it zaid.

The ministry said the com-
mittee will not be a substi-
tute o other uiries bei
conducted b:.rcrq:b:lu:vant mga]E
isations, The panel has the
civil aviation secretary and
the additional secretary in the
home ministry as members,
according to an order dated
June 13,

Representatives from Guja-
rat home department, Guja-
rat disaster nse authority,
Ahmedaba:;i[?r‘:]jcz cun'units.ll-
sicsner, Indian Air Force's direc-
tor general of inspection and
safety, director generals of
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS), and Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(MGCA) are part of the com-
mittee. Other members include
special director of the Intelli-
gence Burean and director of
the Directorate of Forensic Sci-
enoe Services.

The panel will have access
tor all records, including, among
others, flight data, cockpit voice
recorders, aircraft maintenance
records, ATC { Air Trafhc Con-
troly log and witness testi-
monies. The committee will
also collsborate with inter-
national ncies if forei
nationals f:l?ca:i:cm& ma.nulf:j-

turers are involved,

Meanwhile, authorities of
the Ahmedahad Civil Hospital
hawve so far identified eleven
victims through DNA testin
and started the process to
over the bodies to their rela-
tives, officials said.

Earlier, eight victims, who
were identified by their rela-
tives and did not need DNA
profiling as their bodies were
not domaged, had been handed
OVET o E.Ci.l!’ families by the
hospital, they said.

Apart from central and state
government agencies, a team
of the Mational Security Guard
(MEG) has also been deploved
at the crash site.

Air India also announced
it will provide an interim pay-
mient of Rs 25 lakh to the
families of the deceased and
survivors of the Ahmedabad
plane crash.

This interim payment is in
addition to the Bs | crore com-
pensation already announced
by the parent company, Tata

Sons, Air India said in a
statement.
“Air India stands in solidar-

ity with the families of the pas-
sengers who tragically lost their
H\E in the m&nigt a.n:?idn:nt.' the
agirline said. The carrier said its
teamns on the ground are doi
everything possible to ext
care and support during this
incredibly difficult time.
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Air India. Al Express to do
away with flight number ‘171°

NEW DELHI: Air India and
Air India Express will do away
with flight number ' 171" after
th]rfmalh-;raélli]i:{iﬂm Air India

ane that killed 241 2
Enbna.rd on Thursday, niiﬁrpj
ing to sources. The Boeing
787-8 Dreamliner aircraft that
went down soon after take-
off was operating the fight
AL171" from Ahmedabad to
London Catwick:

Sources on Saturday said
it is a general practice that
airlines stop using particu-
lar flight numbers after fatal
flight accidents. From June
17 omwards, the flight number

of Ahmedabad-London Gat-
wick will be ‘Al 159" instead of
AT 171" The required changes
to the booking system were
made on Friday, one of the
souwrces said. Another source
said that Air India Express
has also decided 1o do away
withits flight number X 171°
The discontinuation of
the flight mumber ‘171" is
also a mark of respect for the
departed souls, they added.
In 2020, Air India Express
also discontinued using the
flight number of the aircraft
that crashed in Kozhikode,
killing 21 people onboard. Fm
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Spicejet PAT jumps to 3325 crin Q4 FY25

MUMBAI: Budget carrier
Spicejet on Saturday said its
standalone profit after tax
surged nearly three-fold to
Hs 324.87 crore in the March
2025 guarker.

The Gurugram-based air-
ling had posted a PAT of Bs
119 crore in the fourth quarter
of FY'24, according to a regula-
tory filing. However, the rev-
enue from operations for the
reporting quarter declined 16

per cent year-on-year to Rs
1,446.37 crore from Rs 1,7193
crove in 04 FY24, Spice]et said
in the filing.

For the 2024-25 fiscal,

Spicelet posted a standalone
PAT of Rs 58 crore against a
loss of Rs 40943 crore in the
Yeur-ago EN.'r'u:ld. The revenoe
from operations fell 25 per
cent to Bs 5,284 crore in FY25
from Rs 7,050 crore a year ago,
as per the exchange fling.
The airline, in a statement,
said it posted its highest-ever
quarterty profit of Rs 319
crore for Q4 FY25, marking
its second consecutive prof-

itable quarter, and a full-year
net profit of Rs 48 crore, the
first in seven vears, underscor-
ing the success of its financial
and operational turmaround
strategy”. The promaoter group
completed an equity infusion
of Rs 500 crore, including the
final tranche of Rs 294.09 crone
in (4 FY 25, underscoring its
strong confidence in the com-
pany’s long-term vision and
potential, it added i
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Officials: Crashed Al
plane’s comprehensive
check was due in Dec

MEW DELHI: Abr Imediah -
fabsd Boeing 7E7-8 Dreamslines
than crashed soon after ke off
from Ahmedabad alsgport an
June 12 andsrwent congpne-
hensive malstenanc: chedis in
June 1125 and was due for the
nexl scheduded oomprehemiive
cheadis in Decemiber this year,
according bo sirine officials

Ihe plane enroute w Lon-
don Ganwick crashed into
the residential quarters of Bj
Medical College in Ahmed -
abad. Apart from 241 people
anisnasd the plane, many oths
ers o the grownd alvs disd

Officials mabd on Sarur-
duy that the sircraft VT-AKH
underwent C checks or com-
prehensive checks in fune
2023 and the next such sdhed-
aled checks were io happen in
Deecember this year

ke checks were dane by
AIESL | Al Engineering Ser-
wices Lad)

The right side ergine of the
nearly 12-vear-odd alrcrafi wis
avertumled snd installed in
March 0725, while an isdpec-
than of the lef sdde engine was
done @ per the engise man
ufactmrers protocol In April
125, the efficials sadd

T wihrowadt was posrered by
GiEny engimes, mansfachered
by G Aeruspace.

‘The offidals alss datmed
that there were B0 tsnes with
the engines or the alecraft.

There was nue oificial siae-
mendt from Alr ndis

Aviation walchdog DeACA
an Friday ordered enbanced
ety checks of Adr Indias Boe.
ing 7E7-8/% planes

Alr India on Setueday, said
1he one-aime salfery cheds af

d.....| the trathed dir Infe plose being Fted theugh o cese, in

Abmadabad, Gujarat, on Saturday. The Lasden beusd dir Indie fight, o
Baging TE7 Deemmliner (Al 171 with 142 peapie on beard, raibid inte
emedicsl boisel gad it oabeen vanpies in Hhe Meghesinogor ares an

Tharidey ef leroaen.

m

Highlights

thee mircraft are o track and the
checks bave been completad for
nize planes

‘The akdine has 26 kegacy
Boeing 7A7-Bs and sevem Doe-
Img TET-55 I i Beet.

i Friday, GE Aenospaoe
said B supporis the action
being takes by the Direcoar-

ate Gieneral of Civil Avisbon
{DGCA) for emhanced safery
inspections of the Alr India
THT-EM feet

“We contimee o wark
closely with the appropriate
regulatary and investigative
agencies, and we gre commited
o prewvidieg all technical sup-
POIT Beessary o mndersend
the caase of 1his sccident” a
GGE Aeroapace spokesperson
had sald e @ seatement.

Meanwhile, former Civil
Awimtion Minisier Praful Patel
o Frichary said afver theee.and
a-hal vears of the nkemver of
Adr Lnedia by the Thiss the man-
agement needs o fne-tane
varlous sspects of running a
world-class airdine, including
malsienance.

‘The  Alrcraft  Accidens
Invesigation Bureau (AALH]
ts probing the orash and a high-
bevel muhi-disciplinary coen-
mitter has aksn been set ap
wr exmine the couses for the
accident
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Black box to reveal truth behind Air India 171 tragedy

AITO DO AWAY WITH FLIGHT NUMBER 171

New Delhi: Alr India and Air India Express will do away with flight number
171 after the fatal crash of the Air India plane that killed 241 people
onboard on Thursday, according to sources.

The Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner aircraft that went down soon after take-
off was operating the flight Al 171 from Ahmedabad to London Gatwick.

Sources on Saturday said itis a general practice that airlines stop using
particular flight numbers after fatal flight accidents.

From June 17 onwards, the flight number of Ahmedabad-London
Gatwick will be Al 159 instead of Al 171. The required changes to the
booking system were made on Friday, one of the sources said.

Another source said that Alr India Express has also decided to do away

RAJESH KUMAR B New Delhi

Thc Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) on
Saturday announced the
constitution of a high level,
multi-disciplinary committee
headed by the Union Home
Secretary Govind Mohan to
ensure disasters like the Air
India crash on June 12 do not
happen in the future. The
Committee will formulate SOPs
for preventing such mishaps as
well as the manner of handling
them in the events of their
occurrence. The Ministry has
given them a three-month
deadline to complete the task.

“The Committee will not be
a substitute to other inquiries
being conducted by relevant
organisations but will focus on
formulating SOPs for prevent-
ing and handling such occur-

The Ministry is
taking the utmost

seriousness to the
incident. The AAIB was
immediately mobilised.
The DG AAIB immediately
rushed to the site to take
stock of the situation

— RAM MOHAN NAIDU, UNION CIVIL

AVIATION MINISTER

rences in future,” it said.

Union Civil Aviation minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naidu said on
Saturday afternoon that the
Government will look into
every possible angle and each
piece of information in its
quest to find the truth behind
the Air India crash on June 12.
Naidu, in his first briefing after
the Air India flight crash in
Ahmedabad on Thursday, said
that the black box data from the

ill-fated aircraft is being decod-
ed, while multiple agencies and
high-level panels are conduct-
ing an extensive probe into the
incident. The black box data is
expected to provide crucial
information about the cause of
the crash.

The minister said that the
Government had set up an
additional committee besides
the one by the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) as
well as international investiga-
tions to look into all aspects
related to it. Before the press
conference, a one-minute
silence was observed to pay
homage to the victims of the
Air India plane crash.

“Decoding of the black box
is going to give in-depth insight
into what happened moments
before the plane crash,” Naidu
said. The black box of Air

India’s Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner plane that crashed
on Thursday was recovered
from the site on Friday evening.
“The Ministry is taking the
utmost seriousness to the inci-
dent. The AAIB was immedi-
ately mobilised. The DG AAIB
immediately rushed to the site
to take stock of the situation.
One update from the technical
investigation team which is
happening through AATB is the
recovery of the black box from
the accident site at around 5 pm
yesterday,” the minister said.
He added, "the AAIB team
believes that this decoding of
the black box is going to give a,
in depth insight into what
would have actually happened
during the process of the crash
or moments before the crash
itself. We are also eagerly wait-
ing for what the results or the

with its flight number IX 171.

The discontinuation of the flight number 171 is also a mark of respect

for the departed souls, they added.

In 2020, Air India Express also discontinued using the flight number of
the aircraft that crashed in Kozhikode, killing 21 people onboard.

report is going to be once the
AAIB goes through its full
investigation”.

"We have very strict safety
standards in the country... and
very strict protocols we follow

every time. Now after this inci-
dent, we felt we should do an
extended surveillance of the 34
Dreamliners in operation in the
country, he said.

Continued on »» P2

Black box to reveal truth behind Air
India 171 tragedy

Continued from »» PI  The min-
ister added that eight of these
have already been inspected
following the directive issued
Friday by aviation safety regu-
lator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) for
enhanced safety inspection of
the aircraft type.

He, however, did not elabo-
rate on the checks.

The minister said he expect-
ed the Government committee
to submit its findings within the
few months and that "once the
report comes, we will ensure,
without hesitation, we are going
to improve every necessary
thing that comes our way. We
are going to conduct the inves-
tigation with seriousness. Every
information and every theory
will be analysed,” he said.

The order issued by the
Ministry in the wee hours said
the Committee will include
representatives who are at the
rank of Joint Secretary level in
the State and Central
Governments. Members of the
panel include the Union Home

Secretary, secretary or joint sec-
retary of the Ministry of Home
Aftairs, secretary of civil avia-
tion, representatives from
Gujarat’s home department, the
State disaster response author-
ity, Ahmedabads police com-
missioner, the DG of Inspection
and Safety at the Indian Air
Force, DGs of the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation, a special director from
the Intelligence Bureau, and
the director of the Directorate
of Forensic Science Services.
The committee may also rope in
additional members as needed,
including aviation experts, legal
advisors, and accident
investigators.

The Committee will have
access to all records, including
flight data, cockpit voice
recorders, aircraft maintenance,
ATC log and witness testi-
monies. It will conduct spot
inspections, interview the crew,
Adir traffic Control and relevant
personnel. It will coordinate
with international agencies if

foreign nationals or aircraft
manufacturers are involved.

The Committee would
analyse the root cause of the
crash. "It will assess contribut-
ing factors including mechani-
cal failure, human error, weath-
er conditions, regulatory com-
pliances and other reasons,” the
order said.

It will recommend neces-
sary improvements and for-
mulate SOPs to prevent such
incidents in the future. The SOP
will include best international
practices on preventing and
handling such incidents.

“It will assess emergency
response from various stake-
holders, both State and Central
Governments, including res-
cue operations and coordination
among them. The Committee
will examine past aircraft inci-
dents and draw a comprehen-
sive SOP on the role to be played
by all agencies and organisations
in a post-crash incident han-
dling and management,'the
order read.

The AAIB is investigating the

crash, while the US National
Transportation Safety Board
(NTSE) would also be invalved
in the detailed probe, given that
the aireraft is mannfactured by
an American company-Boeing-
and was manufactured in the
US. A UK AAIB team is also
going to help with the investi-
gation, and so are Boeing and
other major component manu-
facturers like GE (engine man-
ufacturer). According to aircraft
accident investigation proto-
col, the probe report should be
finalised within a year.

Naidu also said the
Government had requested Air
India to assist the families of
passengers and “whatever else
{that) may be required” He also
said that DNA testing was also
progressing fast, so that the bod-
ies of passengers can be
returned to their loved ones at
the earliest.

“We are hoping the process is
complete as soon as possible,
but (at the same time) we have
to ensure there are no lapses in
the protocol to be followed”
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® O killed, 32 injured as Air India flight to Gatwick slams Into BJ hospital ® High-level probe panel to give report within 3 months

.. meanwhile, minister says
decoding black box data

2 days on, med college

tries to pick up pieces

DILIP SIMGH KSHATRIYA
& nmedahad

A tragedy of unimaginable
sciale struck the heart of the
medical fraternity when an
Alr India flight crashed into
the mess ballding of B Medd
cal College on Thursday, kill-
Ing Ove doctors and four of
the ir family members, More
than Gidoctors and mess stall
were inside when the alrerafl
tore through the structune,
turning a normal lunch hour
ntoa nightmare.

Thi: NTHBS students whodled
in the crazh have been identi-
lied as Rakesh Deorw a second-
year medical student, along
with lirst-year students Jay-
aprakash Chaudhery, Aryan
Rajput, andd Manay Bhadu. Dr
Bhavesh Seta was also among
the desd. A representative af
theJunioe Doetors Medlead As
socisd jon told the media, “Four
miedical students kst thelr Lves
In the plane crash while around
5l vo & boys were having lunch
In the mess. The missing indi
viduals are being identified
through DNA sampling "

Amaong thoss who lost thelr
lives was the pregnant w ife of
D Pradeep Solanki a neuro-
surgecn, She had been resting
in their hoatel room when the
debris fell. Dr Neelkanth, an
onco-surgery student, lost
mother, maternal uncle, and
mater nal munt who had come
to visit him

For the survivors, the emo-
tional toll 1s staggering. The
next day, many doctors re-
tuwrnied o salvage what litthe
was i Itemia charred o
burried under the debris

But even amid loss, came an-
ot e Mow—evicuation Asthe
Alr Aceldents [nvestigation
Bureau Ininched its probe hos
ted bulldings were marked un
sale and residents were ashed
to vacate, A video that seon
went viral showed a doctor
bresking down. “My daughier
is admitted. Please show some
humanity” he said, begging for
just two or three more days

Medical College Dean Dr
Mesnakshi Parekh elarifisd the
evacuation was necessary for
safedy “Alrcmilt Accident [nmwes-
tigation Bureau has vacatad all
the hostels of Atulyam for in-
vestigation. The accommoda-
tion of the postgraduate sta-
dents 1lving ln those hostels
has been arranged.,

Ikie hastel mev of
B ledical College
[hat the &ir india

plane crashed Isto

IMA seeks
clarityon
relief

Ahmedabad:
The Tata Group
announced &
Comipednsation
of B0 crome for
the familes of
each deceased
passenger. The
IMA has written
to the TATA
Sons Chalrman,
seeking clarlty
on whether
il ad
ass|stance will
b provided to
the crash
victims on the
ground,

Kharge says it is 'no
time to claim credit'...

DILIP SINGH KSHATRIYA o Atemedabad

CONGRESS natlonal president Malllkarjun
Kharge, AICC medis head Pawan Ehera and
Karmatakn Deputy CM DK Shivakumar on
Saturday visited the site of the Alr India
plane crash in Ahmedabad,

Addressing the medin on the ocension,
Kharge emphasised, “ Now that the black box
has besn recoversd, we must wait for more
detalls to emerge. Those [ound responsible
must be held accomntable But ket's not rash
to blame snyoene for the mishap. Also, this s
not the time to take credit by visiting the site
o meeting the injured ™ He further stressed
the need for adequate compensation
to the Kin of the vietims,

Taking a sharp swipe al the ruling party,
Fharpe said, “Suchaccidents most not be dis-
missed as just belng normal. In times ke
these, the entire nation must come ogether 1
urge my purty workers and leaders to con-
tinue helping thoss in need * Kharge sabid he
and his party colleagues had met the medieal
students injured in the sceident and the me
surviver, Vishwaskumar Ramesh

Meanwhile, AAP leader Atishi also visied
the erash site and Ahmedobad Chvil Hospital

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE & hewDeltn

UBNION Civil Avlation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu on Saturday
sald an extended surweillancs
of all Boeing 787s alrcrafl in
the Indinm aviation market was
being earried out Eight oot of
3 such Boeing air-
eralt have alrendy
been i nspected

Briefing newsper:
sons on the messiimes
taken in the after
mathof the Alr India
plane cragh Iln
Ahmedabad on June
12, Naildu said, “From
the DGCA, we have
given orders on our
behall for extended surveil-
lamce, 18 will be done with im
medinte urgency

A high-level mulii-diseipli-
nary panel, chaired h-j.' the
home secretary has besn set up
to imvest igee the causes of the

Ahmedabad plane crash Tt will
hold & mesting on Monday, and
the committee is expected to
submit its report In three
montha Maldu said

The hlack box of Adr India's
Boeling T87-8 Dreamliner
plane that crashed was recoy-
erad [rom the site
on Fridoy evening
“Decoding the
black box is going
to glve indepth in
sight imtowhat hag
pened moments be-
fore the plane
crash," he said.

“any theory golng
around the plane
crash will be ana-
lysed,” he added.

Civil Aviation Secretary
Samir Humar Sinha said, “The
investigation is going on
smoothly. The Alreraft Acel
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIR) is probing the crash.”

STATE OF AI AFFAIRS: ‘GOD SAVED ME’

DILIP SINGH HSHATRIYA
if e abacd

Q

EBvendwing INa major revelntion, a passon
th landing,  per who disembarked from the
tharawaza  same alreraft just hours before
mttling  the crash, has come forwand
samd It il 5 harrowing aceount of
""T multiple technical Taults expe-
riemeed during her journey
Hmaben Hinaben Kalaria, a Surat res-
Harn, Ident, had arrived In Ahmeda
psmerger  Bad om Al India Oight AT172

from London, which landed at
sardar Vallabhbhad Patel Inter
national Alrport at aroum 12
noon—ia 1t over an hour he
fore the aireraft was schedulsd
Tor its onward jowrney o Lon-
don, when it crashed near the
Meghaninagar area shortly al-
ter takeofl, daiming hundreds
of lveson June 1%
Recounting a series of unset-
tling technleal Lssued she expe
rlenced aboard, Hinaban said,

“As soon as the Might took off
from London, the AC system
wias shut off " She alsosaid that
nll display sereens Inside the
airerall were nonfunctional,

"Even during landing in
Ahmedabad, there was @
strange ratiling soumd inside
the plane, It wasn't normal.
There was a vibratlon and
noise as if something wasn't
rliht with the plane's structure
or whesls," Hinaben said
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AT announces additional
%25 lakh compensation
to families of victims

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL {3 Haw ety

AIR INDA sald on Saturday
that it will provide an mterim
paymeent of £251akh tothe f=m-
b af the deceased and surv
vors of the Ahmedabad plans
crash. This interim payment
I& in nddition to the 71 crome
compensation already an-
mounced by the pirent com pa
nx Tntn Sons

“Toprovide immediate fnsn-
clal support. Alr India
will e making an inter-
im payment of 25 lakh
rupess, or approxi
mately 21,000 GHP to
each of the families of
the decens=d and also 1o
the survivo

This is in addition o the 1
Crore FUptes, or pearly B,
GRP already commitied by Tata
Sons,” said Ajlr Indin Chiel Ex
ecutive OfMcer and Managing
[Mrector Campbel Wilson

The crash of Alr India Might,
0 Hoeing TA7-8 Dreamliner
bound for London Gatwick,
shortly after takeofl from
Ahmedabad on Thorsday after
noon is set o place & huge -

namcial burden on Al Tndin
Unider the imternational Mon-
trind Convention, the midine s
liable to pay & compensation
nmounting to 151,830 Special
Draw ing Rights {(SDR=) per de-
ceased passenger This rans-
lates to approdimately Rs. 1.8
crore at curment exchange rifes
to the mext of kin
Wilson stated that the proe-
eas of reuniting next of Kin
with their loved ones and per-
sonal effects has begun.
He adiled that
Air India is also in
the proeesg of compled
ing precautionary
safety checks on Bos
Ing 787 alrcraft, as di
rected by onr repulator,
the Directorate Genemlol Civ-
Il Avlation
“We will complete all checks
within the timelines prescriboed
by the regulator As has been
confirmed by the authorities,
the sl reraft's data ecorder has
besn recoversd, which will
form part of the official inves
ligmtlon, nod Adr Indin contin
pes to fully eooperate with -
these investigations,” he said
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ARSHAD MHAN & b Dali

NCE acrown Eeelof Americarn
mowent jom, Hari mg's roputation noss
iliasd alftera serlesof ety Miliines
in recent decades. Founded over o
century apo as the poll standacd in
avintkon, the company now [aces
unprecedenied scrutiny os (s ain
crafl. ance Symolymenes with rellabiliny lave
Suffered mudtiple cotos trophbe Gl ldres. Thes:
rapedies has ot otdy shatersd poic st
i pdsotriggered alnrm nmong glabol reguln
tors, rajsing exisiential questions about the
CTENRUITY S cnmmemiimat o safet
In the most recent incldsnt, Alr Indla’s
Broeing 778 Drenmliner orshas] in A hapeds
el T 10 241 pivssenieers, Whils s e is
wol in e ascortn TR S 60 RS
B Beliewve  wies e to a mamEacturing or
design fault, the tmgody ndded 1o glebal con
cor e After midtiple safety Ineldents imoelv
g Boeling alrcrall. Bosing's mos? advanced
wiklebody almeraft s under the lens of 8 time
W Uhe compan v 15 sl addives s ingg guality
comtral ssues neroses its prodoct Line
Imdia’s aviation regulato: the Direcioraie
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), on Fradmy
directed Alr India e saery cul addidonal
maintennnes check on the Dream liners in
the aflermath of the crash. In aletier (o Alr
Inclia, the reguiator BEsted om the rhecks the
alrliner will e to carmy out on all of s

Roeing TAT-AY Need, ot Ing Scndang

AIr Indin on Saturday said 11 has done e
Fimme safety checks on oine of its Boeing 787
Divearmlines and s on sk o com plstes e
cherks on the remaining 24 such planes. In
all. Alr Irvdbs Jsas 0 Dreamliters. The Tats
Group airline shore] that some af thess
[= K corild lesd] 1o hilgher firnaio i tine
and potential delays on certain lopg sl
routes, especially thase o alrports with op
eratng curfews

Boeing President and CED Eelly Oriberg
gail that a Bosing (eam stands meady be sup
porl the Investlgatlon led by India's Adrcral
Accidend Investigation Burenu (AAIH). Hoelug
sinfor] thast thasy will diefer to AAIR ta provicle
Information about A Tmdls FLUgN 171 L ad-
herenee with the United Mations Inteenat ional
vl Aviarion Uhegsmn 2at iy jerotmool.

Spate of accidents

That lmtrsst Air Indin necident marks yof an
othet sordil chapler In Boring's trouhisal s
Loy of fatal s near-fatal aviafion disasters.
I Deceimber 2024, a Boslng T37-800 ope e d
Uy South Kovea's Jeju Adr crashsd ate a con-
crete barrier and burst into Qames as U ried
Lo land, Klling 179 people The Dzt was ap-
pronching Muan (South Korea) from Suvar
nabinaml Alrport iear Bangkok when a bird
sirike necurmd, The pilots issoed n mowday
abert, perfornsed a go-around and made 4 sec
ond stempt ol landing. Sinee the land ing
gear did nod deplow. the alrplans bally-landsd]
well besond the normal tonchdown zone

I Jiemianry 20124, an Alngha Aldines Oighi
aedusubsl from Poriband o Ontro saffeed
o mijar scace. Shartly ofter tnkeoll, o door
phug on the Besing 737 MAK & hbiw oul, s
I uheontrolléd désom pressian of the alre
craft Fortumately 1 refurned o Poctland for
emergency inding. All 171 possengers and
5lx crew survived the accldent, with thres
receiving minor injuries. A preliminary
probe peport ghilghted that oor balis,
tomdded to secnme the door plug, hald been
mising when the accldemnl socurred.

Than in March 2024, 0 LATAM Airlines
(Beslng 7H7-8) o & scheduled Lpternational
passenger Dight from Syidney Australia to
Santlago, Chike, with & stopover sl Acklband,
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BOEING'S TRYST
WITH TROUBLES

seow dealandl, expenisnced an in-dlight apsst
wroarre] two hours into the st ke
flght. OF the 272 people on hoard, 30 were
inmred, with 12 tnken 1o hispitnl sfer g
ing In Ancklaad.

Paring fiveed o magor sefback in March 3mi
when avintlon regudators arcand the waorld,
mcuding lmdia, ssried groanding 757 MAX
idreraft following M Invalvement ln two Bital
crashes that kKilled 316 people. The rsi crash
toak ploce in Indonesin In Oclober 3088 (k1
I 15% paEsengirs ) whiks the secord accident
tappenad in March 48, when Ethiopian Air
Iines Might 302 arashed, kKiling 157 peopde,

While most of the recont Sidenis in
wilved Hoelng's besisedler 7 alrerall, a
whisthebower's allegations prompted the
Federal Avtation Adminisiration (FAA) o
st igate his claimsabma eesembly defects
in the company's AT Deewml ineer

Whistleblowers' piteh
Boeing stands spart in corporate history B
i series of whistleblower alle gatlons on safe
Iy coHmpromlises Among Lhen 15 engineer
Sam Saletipour, who olleged critical stre
s Naws i the Dreambinet's liselage. His
testimomy pamied a pictureof & mken safe
Iy culture whers ruth-tellers [ie sPelema tic
retnlintion - igmored. marginolised, sl even
threatesmned Lnto silemos,

l'Ull'tII.ll'-II Alleged that imprger assan by
wnd rushed manufoetiring proctices could

pose b catnstmphic risk over lne sspecially
i Phiese jotsngo, In o complaing i led with the
FAA InJunisry ¥4, Salehpoiir clieimed that
Boing ook production deortouts that coabd
pise bory-ter salfet Y Fsks as the aliemfl age
Ha est L rmides] that the ssues affsct more than
A Boslng 7775 and over 1000 Desmliners
O of hils Imspartant cladms {8 teat Uny gaps
bedwesn Muselage sections are mpropedy
[l Ao 1l s cotld evemnnsally Bad tofatges
crocks. “These phuves ane belng Nown with a
Lcklng Ume Bonb,” Salehipour warned

The Air flin crsh alsn brings o remnsesad
Focus opJolin Barisett, o former quadily man-
nger arl Boring whisilablower who fagged
salety hpses 0 the Dreamiier programms
brfope has mystor ous dead h lnst yeor, Joshua
Denn o Boeing whisthebl ower whe warned of
minufacturing defacts m the planemnker’s
77 Munc, died nfter s short Moess, fhe Sesoomd
Boing whistlebloaver fo die this year,

A lonp timer nt Poeing, i et ralasd ped
Oags abowt what he described was a stemdy
decline ln safety profoenls. Acocording to bl
enplivees Wele belng presaured Lo overlook
defects and mest pruduction guotas. Boar nedt
also claimed thar aboat one in fouar oXyEen
masks mipht not work in an emenzency

Hirhand Coevas, 8 subeomractor mechant e
whin worked on Boaeing's 787 Preamliner, al
beged Lnsi veat Duat lee wias peladlated spal nsi
plr ralsing concerns ahout work e ol
served om Uhe phke. He alleped “sabatandant

: *

S

"|'I-'1.III'|:IflI't|LrII1.|:'_.'ITI! muiimtenmnee prmctices"
om thie THT's forward pressure bulkiead —a
dome shapesd piece lormted in the jot's nose
that s eritical o mgininining cabvin pressurs
Thiem thers & Eid Plerson - the eechiphlevel
Boelng niahager-Dur ied- whis e Mo who
testified beefore the 118 Congress in 5019 that
e had Mapped safely ssnes with the cam-
piny's TAT M vardand

Thess cases Blghlight persistend conosrns
avel Boeing's safety culture, with whistle
hlowers paving & heavy price foF speaking
il As livestigallons contins, the aviation
Industey [aces wigenl questions aboul sc
eountability and pascenger saleiy

Declining market share
Hooing's mognting sofety orjses, supply
chnln dlsaptions, and hlstorle X4 worker
prmtests hove crippbsd production, with aie
crafl defiveriss plunging by a third vearan
vear: This comipam vy momaged fust 348 e tlimaor
dedbreries In 304 comphned to 520 the prey]
onks vear This is less than hall of Adrbues's 768
dellveries diurdng the snme period. This ap
eralional collapee manslated into slaggering
fnoncinl lossss of 100 billkn n 2024 adone
pusling lotal losses since 2008 past the $35
hillion mucs. Desgplite Josses and lling deliv
eries Hosing reEmalns e go-to cliodcedor 11y
dinn enrriers with Adr Tndio amd Aknss Adr
lres placing record coders

Boeing is nlso facing multiplo legn] eeses,
regiilatory probes, lawsills related o man
facharing defocts, safody fiheres, and whisthe
hboiver retalindion. The company recently
|gl'ﬂ'l| to iy 81,100 (o svoid TR TIRECTIE AT
over two plans crnshesd hust Bl 336 people,
in & deal that m lswser for 16 fmmilies of the
victl ma deserihed s momll cepagmnt

Amidst mounting safety scandals and a
Eadership shukedp with Helly Ortberg sue
e ing David Calhoun, Boelng has lannched
i muldipronged domoge contral compaign
The company 15 scrambling (o overisnl its
safiety profoools throgh workfoeoe mimin
g, whistleblower profectlons and ooy
flior quadity interventions, Yot these belated
reforms appear Insuifichent afier e latesd
AL I ncliE ool astr I'll.ll'l‘ AN eviE] g
THow 1o the aerodpace glan s credisiling.
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Govtsetsup committeeto
probe Air Indiaplanecrash

The committee willgo into the circumstances and reasons of theaircrash and submita
reportwithinthree months, says Union Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu

RAHUL GAHLAWAT
he government
on Sarurday set
up a high-level
committee, head-

ed by Union Home Sec-

retary Govind Mohan, 1o

probe the crash of Air

India Al171 inAhmedabad

on 12 June, in which 241

peaple on hoard were

killed, along with several
killed and Injured on the
ground.

The commitiee, which
includes experts from
multiple disciplines, will
g0 into the dreumstances
and reasons of the air
crash and submita report
within three months,
Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu
Kinjarapu said at a press
conference.

The committes will
also give recommenda-
tions o strengthen aviation
safety to prevent such
incidents In the future,
Mr Naidu added.

The high-powered
panel includes the Sec-
retary, Ministry of Civil
Aviation, Additional Sec-
retary, Ministry of Home
Affairs, one representative
ofthe Gujarat state disaster
response foree, the Police
Commissioner of Ahmed-
abad, DG (inspectionand
safety Indian Air Force),
DG (DGCA), Special Direc-
tor (IB) and Director (FSL).

The minister clarified
that the committee is dif-

ferent from the one set

up by the Areraft Accident
Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) commitiee. The
AALE commitiee, headed
by the DG, AALR, will carry
oul the technical investi-
gation, which isa standard
procedure after a crash.

Addressing the press
briefing, the Minister said:
“One important update
from the technical inves-
tigation which is happen-
ing through the AAIB is
the recovery of the black
box yesterday around 5
p.n from the site, the
AAIB team believes that
this decoding of the black
baox is going to give an in
depth insight into what
acnually happened during
the process of the crash
or momeits before the
crash itsell. We are also

eagetly waiting for what
the results or the report
are going to be once the
AAIB goes through jes full
investigation.”

Before the press con-
ference, a one-minute
silence was observed o
pay homage to the victims
of the plane crash.

Mr Naidu said: "We
have very strict safery
standards in the country.
When the incident hap-
pened, we also felt that
there is a need o do an
extended surveillance of
the Boeing 787 Series.
DGCA has also given an
order to do the extended
surveillance for the 787
planes.”

He said there are 34
Dreamliners in the Indian
alreraft fleet, and 8 have
already been inspected,

and all of them are going
1o be inspected with imme-
diate urgency.

He said that the last
two days have been very
difficult, adding thar the
accident shook the entire
nation.

Hesald onhearing the
accidentnews, he rushed
to thesite tooversee what
needs o be done and
what support needed o
beprovided, and that was
the attitude of the gov-
ernment of Gujarat also.

“Once we rushed o
the site, we already saw
the response teams from
all the concerned depart-
ments were \VUIUUE on
the ground, actively trying
to rescie whatever is pos-
sible, trying to cut down
the fire and to move the
debris so that the bodies
can be sent (o the hospital
at the earlies.”

Recounting the last
moments before the
crash, Civil Aviation Min-
istry Secretary Samir
Kumar Sinha said that
the plane, after taking
aff at 1:39 pm and attain-
inp650 feet of elevation
suddenly started losing
altitude.

received a Mayday call
and when the ATC sent
a message o the pilos
at 1:39 p.m, the same
went unanswered and
the plane crashed in Med-
haninagar, situated two
kmaway fromthe airport.

Nine Boeing
787s inspected;
Air India on

track to meet
deadline

Air India on Saturday
Iinfosrrraescl that nine aircraft
have completed the one-
tirnesafiery check directed
by the DGCA while the
process for the remaining
24 aircrafiwillbe completed
within the dmeline pro-
vided by the regulator.

The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on Friday directed
enhanced safety inspec-
tions of AirIndia’s Boeing
787 models in the wake
of the fatal plane crash
near Ahmedabad airpor.

In a press statement,
the airline said: "Airlndia
is in the process of com-
pleting theone-tme safety
checks directed by the
Indian aviation regulator,
DGCA These checks are
being carried out on the
Boeing 787 feet as they
return o India, before
being cleared for their
next operations.”

Ithas completedsuch
checks on nine of the
Boeing 767 aircraft and
is on track to complete
this process for the
remaining 24 aircraft
within the timeline. .
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Summer Holidays Hit By Turbulence

From Tense Airspace Maps To The Recent Air Tragedy, There’s A Lot On Flyers’ Minds

Ishita.Jairath
wtimesofindia.com

New Delhi: Tt's the season
when suitcases come out and
travel plans take off, But this
summer, for many outhound
lvers, wanderlust is tempe-
red with worry. From tense
airspace maps to the recent
airtrapgedy there'salot of ret-
hink going on at what is
otherwise peak carefree
vacation time.

The skies between India
and the west have become a
minefield with airlines avoi-
ding ever-expanding no-fly zo-
nes. Air India resumed over-
flying Iran after Pakistan air-
space was closed to Indian
carriers on April 24 to make
the longer detours bearable
But with Iran closing its air-
space following the [sraali at-
tacks on its nuclear sites, the
longer routes between India
and the west will get even
longer. The deadly Alr India
crash in Ahmedabad has also
created afear of flving.

"There's concern among
flyers. Many are opting for
awrlines other than AlL" clai-
med Anil Kalsi, vice-presi-
dent, Travel Agents Federa-
tion of India. “The current

uncertainty about routes and
the memory of the horrific
air crash have caused nervo-
usness among travellers. Ma-
ny people are deferring non-
essential travel until the situ-
ation stabilises on either or
both of these fronts.”

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation has asked
Air India to inspect its Dre-
amliner fleet. emploved inro-
utes to Euwrope and the Far
Enst. These craft are being
checked as they fly into India
and are cleared for the next
flight only after passing the
checks. “Al has completed
checks on nine of the B787s,
Some of these inspections co-
uld lead to higher turnaro-
und timeand potential delays
on certain long-haul routes,
especially those to airports
with operating curfews. Cus-
tomers will be duly notified
about any delays. They are
advised to check the status of
their flights before heading
totheairport,” Al posted on X
on Saturday

The closure of Iranian
airspace led to 16 Al flights be-
ing affected on Friday Some
were diverted to cities on rou-
te such as Vienna, Jeddah
and Sharjah, while others re-

With Iran closing its airspace, the longer routes between India a

turned to their port of origin.
IndiGa's once  non-stop
flights between Delhi and
Thilizi and Bakuare now one-
stoproutes.

“Safety iz any traveller's
first concern. The erash pus.
hed Air India's image back by
at least three years. Both fa-
mily and solo travellers are
equally rattled,” said M. Ig-
bal Mulla, president, Glohal
Tourism Council, and former
head of Travel Agents’ Asso-

clation of India. "Then, the
impact of the Iran airspace
closure has proved severe.”

The bottlenecks in the
sky could get worse, The air-
space of Jordan and Leba-
non closes whenever there's
conflict in the region and
has shut several times since
the Hamas attack in Israel
inOct 2023,

Expectedly, travel agents
are inundated with panicked
calls, airports are grappling

nd the west will get even longer

with unscheduled landings,
and passengers are coming to
terms with the uncertainty:
Sunil Kumar R, president,
Travel Agents’ Association
of India, said, *The confiden-
ceof international travellers
has heen affected. Many of
them are now undecided and
awaiting stabilisation of the
gituation. This indecision is
having a negative impact on
outbound travel. While some
of this may benefit domestic

tourism temporarily, conti-
nued uncertainty will disco-
urage overseas fravel altoget-
her: We're receiving several
calls from customers confu-
sed about whether to book or
postpone fravel”

Jyvoti Mayal, chairperson,
Tourism and Hospitality
Skill Council and former TA-
Al president, reiterated,
“The Israel-Iran conflict and
airspace closure have disrup-
ted over 1.800 flights and pro-
mpted diversions, especially
on roites from ndia and so-
utheast Asia to Europe and
the US. Amid this, Air India
has faced a wave of cancella-
tions and change requests,
particularly from those boo-
ked on similar flights.”

The India-Pakistan air-
space standoff whenever the-
re is tension alsoforces carri-
ers to take detours and pas-
sengers to think twice. Thers
is discussion every day
among potential travellers
whether it is the right time to
be travelling. Sonalika said,
“l remember cancelling my
flight tickets from Canada to
India because of the tension
between the two countries
earlier. I can only imagine
how it feels right now.”
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Urgent checks on
Al 787 fleet, says
aviation minister

Tines News NeTwonrk

Mew Delhi: Alr India's Hoelng
78T Dresymliner et (s umnder
i LirgeEnl sty checks finl
Fov |t Juinie 12 crash, ivil
o iartion minkster Ram Mohan
Maidu sakd Swhodoy  while
promising "ol necessary steps”
to stremgthen miation safiety,
Adr India posted on X that
checks directed v DGCA are
underivay  deross s TETR
“Checks hnte bees completed
on nine aircraft, We ame on
track to complete the remain:
ing 24 within the regulator’s
timeline," the airline said
Al warned af possible de-
Lays an long-haul romtes due to
exiended urnaround times
“Customers will s I|IJ|_I|' okl
Fhec] snaonat sy delnys Thisy ane
mlvised to check the status of
their Aights before heading to
the airport.” the airline said
Addressing his first press-
er sinee the tragedy Maido
aald Modi povi had set up a
high-level committee led lay
[Inbon home seeretary Govin
Mohan to examine the cmsh
and  recommend  long-derm
pviation safety reforms. The
committes was announced af-
ter Modi visited the erash site
Friday Maidu said the panel
Will ned interfere with ongo-
g bavestigitlosns bt will fo
s om systemic reforms to
prevent firture disasters
Airports Accident Imvesti-
gation Bureau is conducting
the primary probe. The com-
mittee will work in parallel,
Mdentifying the root eause ani

;Cm-t anviation mantr| Nakdu sakd a
high-bevel panel has been Tormed
1o repommnd safety mfoems

contributing factors, includ-
ing mechanical foilure, he
man error, and regulatory
lapses, The panel willalsodraft
upidatedd S0P, benchmarked
o Internatlonal practices,
Ths report is duae by Sept 13
"The black box hias been
recovered,” Naidu said, add-
ing thut decoding the data
will clarify what went wrong.
IInion aviation secretary
Bamir Sinha said the same s
craft had arrived uneventiully
Troen Paaris to Alamsedsbad, = O
Ahmesiabad-London flighd, pi-
lot gave o Magydoy call to ATC
just after tnke-off. ATC resposn-
ded, but there was no reply
firom the cockpit. It crashed
Zhom from adrport,” he added
Meanwhile, Alr India
CEQ Camphell Wilson an
nokmeed, “A0r India will be
making an interim paymaent
of Rs 25 lakh 1o each of the
families of the deceased and
also to the survivor This is in
addition to Rs 1 erore alrepdy
commitied by Tata Sons ™
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Thrust not achieved...falling...
Mayday: Al pilot’s last words

Al 171 Exhausted TWO DAYS ON, 2 MORE BODIES rounn Urgent checks

* One body, believed to L] .
3.5Km RUNWAY | be thatof an ai hostess, on Al's 787 fleet:
u recovered from the tail of - . - w
During Take-Off | the aircraft that was lodged Aviation minister
atop the hostel mess building. ) o }

Tines Mews Netwosk Another body found in debris \ ir India’s flect of 33 Boe-
of hostel mess ing 787 Dreamliners isun-
Ahmedabad: “Thrust not - dergoing urgent safety
achieved... falling.., Mayday! > Identities of 6 passengers checks following the June 12
Mayday! Mavday!" Those were confirmed as DNA matches crash, civil aviation minister

the last words from the cockpit
of Air India Flight 171 mo-
ments before the Boeing Dre-
amliner slammed into BJ Me-
dical College hostel in Ahmed-
abad Thursday afternoon.
Ahmedabad police confir-
med the pilot's chilling dis-
tresscall. Hreached airtraffic
control (ATC) seconds before
all communication ceased.
Top officials said the jet had
nearly exhausted the 3.5km
runway at Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel International Al
port — usually, 2.5 to 3km is
needed for a wide-bodied jet.
*Thelonger runway roll hi-
nts at a possibility of the airer-
aft not having adequate thrust
fior take-off,” said a source clo-

with samples of relatives.
Bodies handed over to families
> DNA samples collected from
230 individuals; 21 individuals,
including those living abroad,
expected to arrive in Ahd

* |n addition to F1cr for each
victim's family, Air India to
make imterim payment of

725 lakh to each family and

to the sole survivor

5@ to the investigation. “The
facts can be ascertained only
after the black box isdecoded.”

No earlier warnings were
fMagged. "There were no requ-
ests for runway changes,
thrust adjustments or flap re-
configurations. Weather was
stable, visibility was clear
Temperature was high, but
within operational limits,”
said an airport source,

CCTV footage from the
airport confirmed the exten-

ded take-off roll. No visual or
radar anomalies were noted.
No engine irregularities or
pitch deviations were detec-
ted by ATC or ground person-
nel. All communication and
safety protocols were follo-
wed, sources said,

Authorities now await da-
ta from the flight data and
cockpit voice recorders to pi-
ecce together what triggered
the fatal failure of thrust that
doomed the flight.

Ram Mohan Naidu said Sa-
turday in his first press confe-
rence since the tragedy. Nai-
du said a high-level commit-
tee led by Union home secre-
tarv Govind Mohan has been
set up to study the crash and
recommend safety reforms.
The panel will not interfere
with ongoing investigations
but will focus on systemic re-
forms to prevent future disas-
ters, the minister said.
“Checks have been comple-
ted on nine aiveraft. We are on
track to complete the remain-
ing 24 within the regulator’s ti-
meling," AlrIndia posted on 3
Al warned of possible delays
on leng-haul routes due to ext-
ended turnaround times. P21
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‘Bird-hit’ grounds Air India

Express pl

May Fly To
Surat Today

Tinmes News NeTwork

New Delhi/Surat: Passengerson two
Surat-bound flights were forced to de-
board on Friday due to technical issu-
es. The affected flights were from Tha-
iland to Surat and the one operating
on the Jaipur-Bengaluru-Surat rou-
e,

Air India Express Surat-Bangkok
flight of Friday suffered a suspected
bird arrival when it was about to land
atitsdestination. The Boeing T37TMAX
landed safely and was grounded there.
As a result, the aireraft could not ope-
rate the return Bangkok-Surat flight.

“There were about 180 passengers
who were supposed to fly to Surat. All
guests were provided with hotel ac-
commodation by the airline and gave
them options including rescheduling
to any other date or cancellation with
full refund,” said Al Express sources.

The airline is flving engineering

Picture for representation purpose
1

The Boeing 737TMAX landed safely and was
grounded in Bangkok. As a result, the
aircraft could not operate the return
Bangkok-Surat flight

support and material on a flight to
Banglkok. The aircraft is expected to
take off from Bangkok on Saturday af-
ternoon.

Akash Mashruwala,a Surat-based
professional returning from Bang-
kok, said, “We were made to sit inside
the aircraft even as the ground crew
worked to fix a technical issue. After
an hour, the crew announced that we
would have to deboard. We were told
theissue would be resolved ina couple

ane in Bangkok

of hours, but we ended up waiting at
the departure terminal for nearly six
hours. Eventually, around 10pm, we
were allotted hotel accommodation. A
replacement flight has been schedu-
led for Saturday afternoon.”

A similar situation unfolded on
Air India Express flight 1X-2749, sche-
duled to arrive in Surat from Jaipur
via Bengaluru. A passenger working
with a private firm told TOI, “The
same aircraft had already reported an
AC faillure on its incoming leg
(IX-2768) but was still cleared forr anot-
herjourney”

Theflight, originally scheduled for
11:30 am, was first delaved due to a
‘technical fault’, and later further
postponed to Spm citing a runway clo-
sure at Jaipur from 2pm to 5pm. At
S5pm, passengers were informed that
the aircraft's engine needed to cool
down after overheating.

“As the cabin became unbearably
hot and suffocating, with infants cry-
ing, several passengers demanded to
deboard. Initially, the crew resisted,
but eventually opened the gates when
the situation worsened,” he added.
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Closure of Iran airspace
to lengthen flights to West

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Flights between
the West and India — mainly
Delhi and Mumhbai — will
get even longer following
Iranian airspace closure on
Friday after Israel attacked
that country’s nuclear sites.
Sixteen AirIndia flights alo-
ne were impacted on Friday,
with the majority being di-
verted and the others retur-
ning to origin.

Al had resumed overfly-
ing Iran shortly after Pakis-
tan had closed its airspace to
Indian carriers on April 24,
2025 to partially mitigate the
longer routeits flights had to
take since then. While AT
will have to take longer rou-
tes to and from the West, In-

diGo between Delhiand Thi-
lisi and Delhi and Baku will
become one-stop flights now.
With both Pakistan and Iran
becoming no go areas, Indi-
an carriers will have to take
really longer routes to reach
Central Asia. “We are study-

16 AIR INDIA FLIGHTS
AFFECTED ON FRIDAY

ing the situation and some
AT flights may become one-
stop after the closure of Iran
airspace,” said sources.
Also, if and when Iran re-
taliates, the airspace of co-
untries near Israel, like Jor-
dan and Lebanon, will also
get impacted. This has in the
past forced airlines to take
longer detours in that area
whenever conflict escalates

there since the Oct 7, 2023 at-
tack onTel Aviv,

“Due to the emerging si-
tuation in Iran, the subsequ-
ent closure of its airspace,
and in view of the safety of
our passengers, (some) Air
Indiaflightsare either being
diverted or returning to the-
ir origin. We regret the in-
convenience caused to our
passengers due to this unfo-
reseen disruption and are
making every effort to mini-
mise it, including providing
accommodation for pas-
sengers,” Air India said on
Friday. “Refund on cancella-
tion or complimentary re-
scheduling is also being offe-
red. Alternative arrange-
ments are being made. We
advise passengers to check
flight status,” Al added.
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DGCA orders
added checks on
Al Dreamliners

Saurabh.Sinha
atimesafindia.com

New Delhi: Air India Boeing
TET Dreamliners powered by
Generil Electric GEnx engi-
nes will now operate under
enhianoed saliely Inspections,
aeenrding to m Directorate
General of Civil Aviation di
rective issued on Friday aday
after an Al Dreamliner cras.
hod in Ahmedabiad

As o “preventive measu-
ri”, the regulator has dires
ted Al to “carry out additio
nal mainienance actions on
B787-8/8 alrcrafl  equipped
X engines with fm-
effeet o coording
the concerned re-
ghomal DGCA ofTflees”

For passengers shaken by
the Al1T1 crash whio are o take
Nights on Al Dreamliners
coming days. these steps maoy
help bodster confidence.

»Continued on P 12

HYDERABAD

l4 JUNE Z025

Air India’s fatigue
waiver draws flak
from airline pilots

»From P1

large number of plk
3 \ lots say DGCA must
A re-examing the dls
pensation givento AlrIndis
on fight duty limitation af
tor the closure of Pakistani
mirspace, when longer
routes inken by fighis to
and from Europe/TTH and
North America teduiiced
the airfine tomake its pilots
work longer thaneariler
“Foltigue and stress
aming pllots impact salfery
DGCA should niot just jgive
Al dispensation from Might
duty limitations indefiniie
ly Fakistan airspnce clo
#lre (8 now into s second
month snd pilots hove been
mtressed for a bong time now
1t is safost to avoid fotigued
and overworked pilots on
the flight deck to reduce
chanees of human error,
which ks alrendy belng talk
ed about as oneof the many
factors Vhat could luve been
mesponsible for Thirsday's
tragedy” one of the pilots
kel
It is not yet known whnt
entigrd AlrIndia fight 17w
crash, oxperts said, adding
that only the ongoing inves
tigation would be ableto say
exactly what happened and
why
The asdditionsl checks
mnndkated for Al are a “one
time chick before depar-
ture of fight from India
Iroim Juine L, S0E5 (1 2am jor-
wards, Inspection of fuel
peirm * muniloring and
azsocinted sys
InEpection of cabln Al enm

11 ks not el known what caused the crash, experts sabd

pressar and assocliied sys
toims, and eloctronie
Engine control-aystem
Tost”

Also nmong the addi-
tonal checks are “engine
fuel driven potustor oper-
ntional tear and ol system
check. serviceability check
of hydraulic syvstem. re
view of take-olf parnime
ters, ‘flight control inspee-
[T o be introduced in
transit inspection till fur-
ther nolice, owWer assur-
ance checks to be carried
out within twn weeks, elo-
sureof malnienance action
based on review of repeti-
tve snags during the last 15
days on BTET4/9 aircraft of
theearlipsn®

Air Indin has to submit
reports of these checks in
the aviation watchdog for
review

OF the additional chiecks
ordered, three points —
electronie engine contral-
systim test, engine fiel4lri-
vEen  Actustor  of jonal
fest amd ol system check
and review of teke-off
FamiElers — are among the
factors being seen as possi-
ble contributory factors to
Thursdny's dosdly crash.

Like nll initial Dresm
liners, VT-ANHB had iis
shareof troubles, likewind-
shield erncks soon after i
wits indueted in the Air In-
it Meet in 2004, But Boeing
wias able to overcome these
teething  troubles the
most serious belng over
heating of lithium-ion bat-
torles — with ite mid-rangs
wide-body alrcraft.
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Multi-agency panel to probe crash, submit
findings in three months; toll mounts to 270

Black box being decoded |

UIWAL JALALI
INAHMEDABAD

The death toll in Air India
plane crash in Ahmedabad
rose 1o 270 on Saturday even
as the Centre formed a high-
level probe panel led by the
Union Home Secretary, The
committes, tasked with deter-
mining the cause of the Lon-
don-bound flight's disaster,
will submit its findings within
three months The aircraft's
black boxwas currently being
detoded, officials said

AHMEDABAD
TRAGEDY

The ill-fated Boeing TBT-8
Dreamlines, carrying 242 peo-
ple on board, crashed just min-
utes afler takeofl for London
Gatwick, nossdiving into the
students’ hostel of BJ Medical
College m Meghaninagar,
about 2 km from the runvay.

Cvil  Avistion Secretary
Samir Kumar Sinha, in the
first offidal briefing on the
crash, revealed that the last
communication from the cock-
pit ameat 1.39 pmon June 12,
a distress call of “Mayday”,
after which all contact was lost
with Air Traffic Control. Within

AIR INDIA VOWS T25L INTERIM AID

Alr India hassaid it will provide aninterim payment
of T25 lakh each to the families of the deceased of
the Ahmedabad plane crash. This i inaddition to
the T1 crore compensation already announced by
the parentcompany, Tata Sons, the airine said.

DNAtests underway to identify victims

An investigatlon team inspects the wreckage of the Alr India plane. MANAS RANIAN BHUI IN AMMEDABAD

NSG TEAM DEPLOYED AT CRASH SITE

Apart from central and state agences, a team of
the Natioral Security Guard (NSG) has been
deployed at the plane crash site in Ahmedabad. It
will assist other agencies in relief operations and
will not have any investigatve powers, officials said.

a minute, the plane phimmet-
ed from 650 feet and crashed.
“The aircmft had taken off
at 139 pm. Shontly after
reaching 660 feel, it began
losing altitude. The ATC
tried to re-establish contact
but received no response,”

Sinha said. Captain Sumit
Sabharwal and first officer
Clive Sundar were piloting
the aireraft. Union Civil Avia-
tion Minister Ram Mohan
Nabdu said the Aircraft Acch
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) meovered the black

box from the debris on Fri-
day evening, “Decoding it is
crucial o  understanding
what went wong in those
final moments” he said. Th
ensure a thorough investigs-
tion, the govemment has

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mishap sparks
scrutiny of 787s,
Al inspects 9 jets
Trisus E NEWS SERVICE

AHMEDABAD, JUNE Lj
Air Indin on Saturday said it
had completed one-time safie-
ty cherks on nine of its Bosng
781 Dreamliners and was
working to nspect the remain-
ng M arcraft as per regulato-
ry dwectives. The move fol
lows the DGCA's mandate for
all locally opemted Boeing
T87s 1o undengo inspections

“Air Indin has completed
checks on nine Boang T87 air-
craft and is on track to finish
the remaining 24 within the
regulator's stipulated time
line” the airline said. adding.
“Some of these checks could
lead to higher turnaround
time and potential delays on
certan Jong-haul routes” The
carner currently operates a
fleet of 26 Boemg 787-8s and
seven Boeing T87-9s.

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Nsdu stated, “We have
ormdered extended surveillanoe
of these planes. There are 34
such aircralY in Indin's fleet.”
While Air India operates 33
Boeing 787s. rival airline Indi-

Go has one inits inventory,
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Air Indiatodo
away withflight
number ‘171’

NEW DELH: Air India and Air
Indin Express will do owuay
with flight number*171" afler
the fatal orash of the Air Indin
plane that killed 241 people
onboard on Thursday, accord
ing tosources The Boeing T87-
B Dreamliner aircraft that
went down soon afler take-off
was operating the flight ‘Al
171" from Ahmedabad to Lon
don Gatwick. Sources on Sat
urday said it is a general prx
tice that arbines Slop usaing
particular fight numbers afler
futal light acadents. — PTI
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