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Construction work of
Imphal alrport 1nspected

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, April 13: Ma-
mipur Chief Minister Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh on
Monday visited Bir Tikend-
rajit International Airport
near Imphal and took stock
of the ompomg comstruction
work of new integrated ter-
minal buildmg. Khemohand
also directed the concerned
afficials to address the defi-
dencies in workmamship in
completing the project.

During the inspection, the
Chief Minister was briefed
by the Manapger (Civil Eng-

neer) Deviprasad G M of

Arrport Authority of India
(AAT} on the work progress
and current status of the con-
struction of the new termi-
nal buildmg,

Whibe interactmg with the
afficials of AAL Khemchand
assured that the government
would extend all possihle as-
sistance for the dmely com-

pletion of the construction of

the terminal He also inspect-
e the status of the existing ar
o termmmal at the airport.

Once completed, the new

o i 1
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building will be enable
round-the-clock operations,

The upgraded facility wall

also boost passenger himdbing
capacity substantially, in-
creasing it from 1.39 million
passengers per annum

(MPPA} o 5 MPPA In addi-
tion, parking infrastrocture
will see 3@ major expansion,
with capacty growing from

just 100 cars at present to

1,089 cars m the new inte-

grated terminal complex,

Later, stunng photographs

af the visiton X, Khemchand

wrote, “T have directed the

concerned officials to address

and rectify these deficences

without delay, The inspection

also included a review of the
air cargo terminal faclities,
Ensuring that our intermation-
zil airport operates at optimal
efficiency remains a key re-
sponsibility of the govern-
ment, and we are fully com-
mitted to delivenng infra-
structure that meets the high-
st standards for the people.”
Earlier, the Chiel Minister
aleo visited Paona Bazar area
1in Imphal and took stock of
the road development works
being carried out at the area.
He directed the Chief Engi-
neer (PWD) to complete the
priject on time and ensure
quality compliance of the on-
poing work at the area.
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Navi Mumbai
airport ninth
busiestin India

SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
Menar Dielhi, 14 April

Less than four months since
flights were commercially
launched on December 25
Adani-mn Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport airport has al-
ready become the couniry's
ninth busiest domestic airport
with 393,819 departing seats in
the month of April, according to
data from global travel daia
provider OAG.

The airport is designed to
handle 30 milllon passengers per
annum in the first phase with
one integrated terminal and one
runway with an investment of
T19:650 crore. The alrport which
when fully operational s ex-
pected o have a capacity of 90
million passengers per annum
by 2032, It was primarily built to
reduce the growing congestion at
Mumbais Chhatrapati Shivaji

10 busiest
Indian airports

Top airports and domestic
departingseats  (in mn)
el
Bengalury [N
Mumbai 17 |
Hyderabad IE

Kollata 09
Chennai 0.8
Ahmedabad [ 0.56
Pune Poss

Navi Mumbai [JJ039

Guwahati J032
Source DAL

Mote: Mavi Mumbai has not
started international flights

Maharaj International Adrport (CSMLAL In the final phase the

airport will have four terminals.

The CSMIA airport — once the second largest alrport in
the country after Delhi — due to lack of any scope of expan-
sion has seen itself getting relegated to the number three spot,
after Bengalur. CSMIA had domestic departing seats of 179
million in April, while Bengaluru is ahead with 1.88 million
domestic departing seats, according to OAG data. Delhileads
the rankings with 200 million departing seats in April.
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INTRUSION | A fox collided with an IndiGo flight landing at Surat
International Airport, triggering panic among 150 passengers. Authorities
launch probe and forest department begins wildlife trapping operation

Foxes turn Surat International
Airport into wildlife risk zone

Melvyn Thomas

SURAT

The growing presence of

wild animals inside the op-
erational area of Surat Int-
ernational Airport has spa-
rked serious aviation safety
concerns, with officials and
passengers increasingly al-
armed by repeated wildlife
sightings on the runway
What was once considered
an isolated Incident is now
being viewed as a worrying
pattern, with insiders saying
the airport is slowly turning
into an "abode of foxes and
other wildlife™.

The issue came into sharp
focus last week when an In-
diGo flight from Hyderabad
collided with a fox while la-
nding in Surat, narrowly
avolding what could have
been a catastraphic acceldent.
The aircraft, carrying over
150 passengers, experienced
a strong jolt upon touchdown
when the animal ran across
the runway and struck the
plane. The pllot managed to
control the aircraft and safely

taxi it to the apron, prev-
enting a major disaster.

However, the collision has
exposed a much larger and
deeper problem — repeated
wildlife intrusion despite
high-security compound
walls and restricted access.

Airport stall and ground
personnel say fox sightings
Inside the airport premises
are no longer rare. Multiple
reports suggest that foxes and
other animals have been sp-
otted roaming near the ru-
nway and taxiways, especially
during night hours.

“This is no longer a one-off
Incident. Wildlife movement

inside the airport has become
frequent. It Is a serious safety
threat,” a senior airport so-
urce said,

Experts warn that wildlife
strikes during takeoff or la-
nding are among the most
dangerous risks In aviation.
Even a small animal can cause
engine damage or destabilise
an aireraft during high-speed
operations.

One of the biggest con-
cerns is how wild animals are
breaching the airports pe-
rimeter despite strong co-
mpound walls and sury-
elllance systems. Following
the recent collision, airport

authorities have begun a fu-
l-scale perimeter audit wo
identify possible gaps, weak
fencing or areas where an-
imals may be digging tunnels
to enter the alrfield.

Officials suspect that the
girports expanding bou-
ndaries and surrounding
open land may be attracting
wildlife into the operational
zone.

“"The entire boundary Is
being checked. We are ex-
amining whether animals are
digging from below or ent-
ering through damaged se-
ctions of fencing.” an airport
official confirmed.

The serlousness of the si-
tuation has prompted aut-
horities to seek help from the
Forest Department. Trapping
cages have been Installed at
multiple locations across the
girport premises, and night
patrols have been intensified.

Forest officials are now
conducting search oper-
ations to (dentify and caprure
wild animals that may be li-
ving inside the airport co-
mpound.
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No scope for large aircraft at Kargil airport: Ladakh LG

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Kargil

Ladakh Lt Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena on Tuesday
said there is currently no
scope for operating large
aircraft at Kargil Airport due
to runway constraints,
though smaller planes

could be introduced after
necessary upgrades, subject
to commercial viability.

Speaking to reporters
before concluding his four-
day tour of the district,
Saxena said he inspected
the airport — located 6
km from the main town
and operated by the Indian
Air Force — following
repeated public demand
for its operationalisation.

“After holding a detailed
discussion with officials,
including IAF representa-
tives, | came to know that
the runway, measuring
about 6,000 feet, is short,
narrow, and in a worn-
out condition, making it
unsuitable for large air-
craft operations. Even with

a possible extension of up
to 3,000 feet, operational
challenges would remain,”
he said.

He added that the
landing approach requires
a difficult turn for large air-
craft, while a mountain
ahead poses a challenge
during takeoff.
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India’s airline capacity
declinesin April

SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
MNew Delhi, 14 Aprl

The West Asia crisis, despite an
uneasy ceasefire between the US
and Iran, is clearly taking its toll on
air travel and intemational busi-
ness in the month of April, accord-
ing to aviation industry data
provider OAG.

Owerall airline capacity in India
{internafional and domestic com-
bined) in April fell 0.2 per cent, pri-
mzrily due to a fall in international
capacity by 7.9 per cent amid con-
tinued weak demand in West Asla,
according to latest data from OAG.
The shortfall could not be bridsed
by a 3.4 per cent Increase in do-
mestic capacity. The situation
could turn tougher with domestic
fares now spiking due to asurge in
air turbine fuel prices.

Intemational domestic capac-
ity of all airlines. both global and
Indian, in April is pegged at 7.36
million seats, far lower than the 7.9
million capacity a year ago. Asa
result, the share of international
travel in overall seat capacity is
pegged at 30 per cent in April
down from 32 per cent a year ago.

The impact of the global crisis
is reflected in what airdines are
being forced to do— pruning thelr

® [nternational capacity falls
7.9 per cent in April

& 3.4 per cent rise in domestic

— -l

down 620 per cent; Air India
Express’ down 10.90 per cent
in April. Combined capacity
down over B per cent

® |ndiGo's seat capacity up
1 per cent; Emirates’ up

capacity could not bridge this 0.30 per cent
shortfall = |ndia-UAE route capadity cut
® Air India's airline seat capacity by one-fifth in April
overall seat capacity and postpon-  capacity by 0.5 million seatsor 8 per

ingexpansion plans. Market leader
IndiGro operates 50 per cent of all
departing seats on offer in April —
it s offering 12.5 million seats, up 1
percent year-on-year (Y-o-Y).

Alr India Express, which oper-
ates several flights to West Asia re-
duced it= total departing seat
capacity by asharp 1090 percent Y-
o-¥ toonly 2.5 million seats in April.
Alr India has pruned its total seat
capacity by 6.20 percent during the
same perbod. Together, the two Tata
Group airlines have reduced overall

oent Y-o0-¥ in April.

Akasa Alr has Increased seat
capacity in April by 2.6 per cent,
while west Asian carrier Emirates
has increased it by 0.30 per cent in
April at 531,572 seats.

The India-UAE route is
ranked 11 among the top 20 inter-
national country pairs in terms
of seat capacity. In  April,
however, the seat capacity be-
tween the two countries was
slashed by one-fifth, down
473,547 seats Y-o0-Y.
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United-American deal
could raise Fares, face
antitrust roadblock

A poteniil desl betwesn United AlrSnes and
American Adrlinies Would creale an indistry
befiemeoth and fmvite extrsondimny sonitioy
Eraem reguilatiors, Iabour unins and corsumer
advocates, o wary of higher fanes and
reduced  competition. United Aidines CEQ
Sentt Kirby pitched a pofernial merger of the
tivo carriers 1o US Presalent Danald Triamp in
late Pebriary, acconding o bwo sotines
Eamilir whith the mastier, bist indostry aficiaks
were quick 1o highlight the Remmidable
antitruss oheiacles ichadeal would G The
detads of Kitw's proposal wers nol
Irmimediately clsn,  Ungled  decdined 1o
commient oo (e amitnost implications of a
protenial mmerger. “There ane Hiige cnveriaps on
a mumber of noules amd @ vorios
metropalianarees. Mo amount of divestitimes
wotld fixil,” el William Kmvadic, directar of
the competition Ly centre of Googe
Washington Univensity. EELTERS
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STALLED | NECOTIATIONS  Pension strike adds to labour unrest at Europe’s largest aviation group

Lufthansa pilot stir to cancel hundreds of flights

Frankfurt, April 13: Deut-
sche Lufthansa AG was hit
by another pilot strike over
pensions, causing more tra-
vel disruptions just days
after cabin erew walked out
and as the aviation industry
faces a fresh surge in fuel
cosis. The Vereinigung
Cockpit union has called on
pilots to strike from 00,01
am. on April 13 to midnight
April 14. The action covers
Lufthansa’s mainline air-
line, cargo unit and regional
carrier CityLine, while

pilots at low-cost unit
Eurowings are set to walk
out only on Monday

Flights from Germany to
several Middle Eastern des-
tinations are exempt due to
the current conflict in the
region, the union said.
Hundreds of flights have
been cancelled. At Frankf-
urt Airport, Germany’s
biggest, 572 of 1.322 sched-
uled flight movements were
scrapped on Monday, affect-
ing about 56,000 passengers,
a spokesperson said.

Beasareacanben b Ii_l

Aircraft, operated by
Deutsche Lufthansa AG, at
Frankfurt Airport, on
Monday. — Bloomberg

Lufthansa said it has dra-
wn up a contingency sched-
ule, allowing it to operate
about a third of short-haul

flights and roughly half of
long-haul services at the aff-
ected airlines on both days.
ufthansa shares dropped
as much as 45% in Frank-
furt trading. They are down
about 9.6% so far this yvear.

The walkout follows mon-
ths of stalled negotiations
OVEr pension payvments.

The union is demanding
higher company contribu-
tions, while Lufthansa says
there is little room for
increases,

“The VC union is striking

at Lufthansa Classic and
Cargo to demand a doubling
of an already excellent pen-
sion plan,” said Lufthansa's
executive board member
Michael Niggemann. “And
this at a time of global polit-
ical tenmsions and major
risks to our business, This is
irresponsible.”

VC argues the company
has failed to present viable
offers, saying there is no
proposal for a new pension
plan at Lufthansa and
Lufthansa Cargo, no work-

able pay deal at CityLine,
and that the Eurowings
offer is “unacceptable”.

The strike adds to a wave
of labour unrest at Europe’s
largest aviation group.
Earlier stoppages this vear,
including a one-day pilot
strike in February that
grounded about 800 flights
and a twoday walkout in
March, have already dis-
rupted operations, along
with a recent cabin crew
strike over the busy Easter
travel period. — Bloomberg



HITg

AIR“PDRTS AL 1'HC5RITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES

DELHI

15 APRIL 2026

Govt to back loans of up
to T1k cr with sovereign
guarantee to help cos
tide over West Asia crisis

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: India will extend an
emergency credit programme of
about 4,000 crore to its airlines, in
araremove to partly cushion them
from the severe operational turmo-
1l caused by the Iran war.

The scheme would entail the
government  exten-
ding sovereign gua-
rantee forloansupto 1,000 cro-
re to each carrier, said people awa-
re of the development. Airlines
will also beable toborrow afurther
%500 crore, provided the promoter
or owner invests an equivalent
sum in the company;, they said.

The move is part of alarger plan
by the finance ministry to provide
credit guarantees on loans worth
$26.7 billion, aimed at supporting
businesses, particularly small
firms, affected by the war.

Government officials emphasi-
sed that the sovereign guarantee is
just an enabler, and companies will
be responsible for independently
finalising the terms of their loan
agreements, “Lenders will do their
own due diligence before provi-
ding the loan,” said an official pri-
vy to the discussions. Cash-strap-
ped budget airline Spicedet is lik-
ely to be the biggest beneficiary of
this as it is facing a financial crisis
despite raising 3,000 crore in 2024,
The airline has delayed salaries
and asked some employeestogoon
leave without pay:

Indian carriers are facing a sud-
den increase in costs amid a surge
in the price of jet fuel while flights
to West Asia—a key market—have
been significantly curtailed. A full-
scale resumption of flights is cur-
rently uncertain despite the tem-
porary ceasefire announcement
by the US and Iran as airports in
the Middle East remain cautious.

For instance, the two major air-

Centre Offersto
Bail Out Airlines
with 4Kk-cr Loan

Hapd N

V‘ Cut landing &
[r é‘) parking charges
_ﬂ"-‘ at major
Oil mar- airports by 25%
keting cos for 3 months
absorbed
hike in fug| |
price surge Allowed exemp-
passing only tions to airlines
250/ from pilot duty
0 hours on longer

to airlines

ports in Dubai are allowing foreign
carriers to operate three flights per
day. Indian airlines have a big expo-
sure as more than 30% of their in-
ternational flights are to the Gulf.
For Spicedet, the situation is mo-
re precarious as the carrier was
under financial stress even before
the Iran war started February 28.
Around 37 of the company’s air-
craft are still
grounded due

ETE)> o nonar
Insight

leasing firms
and lack of ma-
SpiceJetis likely

intenance on
these planes as

to be the biggest

beneficiary of spare parts re-
thisasitis main unaval-
facingafinancial lable due to the
crisis despite company’s fi-
raising¥3,000cr nancial const-
in2024 raints.

SpiceJet has
almost fully utilised its funds rai-
sed in 2024 but has been unable to
bring back the grounded aircraft
back into service. Bankers on their
part remain cautious in lending to
the civil aviation sector due to the
bankruptcies of Jet Airways and
Go First in the last few years in
which they wereforced to write-off
amajority of their investments.
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Unviable connectivity

Addressing Udan’s operational challenges
and viability concerns is imperative

MDIA IS THE world's third largest domestic aviation market, but the

government’s efforts to improve regionalconnectivity tosmaller cities

by providingaffordableairtravel through its Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik

scheme (Udan)stillremain awork-in-progress.Several operationalchal-
lengesandstructuralviability concemns castalong shadow over this scheme,
which has undergone modifications since it kicked off nine years ago. To
make itwork better,the governmentrecentlyapproved an outlayof 28,840
crore overthe next decade, extendingviability gap funding fromthreetofive
years and targeting 100 new airports and 200 helipads. Viability gap fund-
ing incentivises private airlines to provide affordabl e air travel to previously
unconnected airportsin smaller dties.

Tobesure, the higheroutlaymarksasignificantshift in the government’s
approach from the existing regional connectivityscheme with route-based
subsidiesand fare caps toabroader aviationinfrastructure programmewith
allocations for airport development, operations and maintenance, includ-
ing indigenous aircraft acquisition according toan FE report. The big ques-
tion iswhether the outlayaddresses the uneven operational continuities of
the scheme,although regional connectivity has expanded overthe last nine
years.The numbers make fordismal reading Around 16.3 million passengers
have so faravailed of Udan, but their numberhasbeendediningforfouryears
inarow from the peaklevel of 3.3 million in FY22. Perhaps this reflects the
noticeable improvement in roadand il networks that may have adversely
impacted the passenger count,especially on short haul routes. Of the 663
routes that became operational since 2017 —connecting 95 unserved and
underserved airports, including 15 heliportsand 2 wateraerodromes—half
have been discontinuedbecause established airlines donot fly on them.

This does notbode well for the scheme’s successasit depends on partici-
pation by the established aidines. Of the 95 airports, 15 are currently non-
operational forvarious reasons, including temporary discontinuationbyair-
lines and low passengerload factor. Pakyong airport in Sikkim,which has
now been renamed after freedom fighter Trilochan Pokhrel, has been shut
since June 2024 due to terrain and visibility challenges.The Udan scheme,
which was intended to democratise aviation, clearly needs focused policy
interventions to work better. It can take off only if it makes business sense
for the playersratherthandependingonly on extendingviability gap financ-
ing for five years, tapering off from the third year onwards, which may help
some underserved routes to mature. But there are serious structural viabil-
ityissuesifonly 7-10% of the routes remainviable once this financing ends.
Operating in a high cost environment—afflicting the entire domestic civil
aviation industry—is the basic problem that also bedevils Udan.

While it is shifting to an aviation infrastructure programme, the modified
Udan does not resolve demand-side and cost challenges. Smalleraircraft
deployed on Udan routes have higher per-seat costs and limited tolerance
forlowload factorswith nobindingobligation on airlines to continue services
on unviable routes. Unless there isbetter alignment between regional con-
nectivityand the economics of theaviation business, the existing trend will
continue, focusing onlyonroutes that make business sense while the weaker
onesare exited once the extended viability gap financing tapers off.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS ‘ed, 15 April 2026 &%)

manvoiEsn  https://epaper.financialexpress.cc T
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Star Air to connect
Mundra with 6 key
cities from April 25
Regional airline Star Alr on
Monday announced it will
launch services to Mundra
with 38 direct weekly flights,
linking the port city to six key
cities across western and
northern India, starting April
25. With over 17,000 addi-
tional seats available each
maonth, the move will boost
alr connectivity and econ-
omic growth in the region,
the airline said.

The expansion sees
Mundra directly linked to
Mumbai, Hindon (Delhi-
NCR), Goa (Mopa) and Surat.
In addition to the direct
flights, the airline will intro-
duce 16 weekly one-stop con-
nections, strengthening ties
with Kolhapur and Bhuj-PT1
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Air India gets
first retrofitted
Dreamliner

Dhairya Gajara

MALMBAI
Air India has received its first
retrofited Boeing  787-8
Dreamliner, registered as V-
ANT. marking a milestone in
its $400 mn widebody refur-
bishment programme

The airerafi, which arrived
in Delhi on Monday from the
US, underwent a nose-to-tail
interior overhaul ar Boeing’s
Victorville facility. Part of the
Vihaan.Al transformation,
the legacy fleet now features
a three-class configuration.
Despite a four-month delay in
the project. the airline plans
Lo upgrade all 26
Dreamliners.
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direct flights

Air India Express to restart Surat-Dubai

FPJNews Service

SURAT

High fliers in the diamond
city of Surat and South Gu-
jarat finally have a reason to
celebrate as Alr India Express
has announced the resu-
mption of the much-awaited
Surat-Dubai  service. Ho-
wever, the relief is tempered
by growing frustration over
sharply increased airfares.

The airline will operate the
first two fights on May 1 and 2
via Delhi before launching
direct flights from Surat to
Dubai from May 3, 2026. The
service had been suspended
following disruptions caused
by geopolitical tensions in
West Asia.

The resumption is exp-
ected to benefit thousands of
NRIs, business travellers and
workers from Surat and the
wider South Gujarat region
who rely heavily on Gulf co-

nnectivity. The Surat-Dubai
route has seen significant
growth in recent years, with
passenger numbers rising
from 17989 in 2023-24 to
06,674 in 2024-25 and 79,411
in 2025-26.

Currently, IndiGo and Air
India Express operate int-
ernational flights on this ro-
ute, making it a vital link for
the regions diamond and
textile industries.

Local travel agents say the

restart is a major boost for

connectivity. “Passengers
were struggling  after the
sudden suspension of the
Surat-Sharjah route. The re-
start of Dubal flights will re-
store confidence and con-
venience,” a travel agent said.

Despite the positive dev-
clopment, travellers have ro-
ised concerns over the steep
rise in ticket prices. According
to passengers, fares have ju-
mped to between 223,400 and

27,500—signiflcant] y higher
than pre-suspension rates.

“The restart is good news,
but the fares are too high for
workers and small traders. We
hope prices will fall once flights
stabilise.” said a frequent flyer.

Travel agents attribute the
surge to limited flight avai-
lability and international un-
certainties. "The global situ-
ation and reduced capacity
have pushed prices up. As more
flights resume, fares should
gradually normalise,” an agent
explained.

Data [rom Surat Intern-
ational Airport shows evolving
travel trends. The Surat-
-Sharfah route recorded 29176
passengers In 2025-26 but Is
likely 1o be discontinued from
July | due to low profitabilivy.
Meanwhile, the  Surat--
Bangkok route saw 46612
passengers and may return
before Diwali 2026 as a sea-
sonal service.
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Draft DGCA rules tighten norms for co-pilots

5 LALITHA i@ Mew Delhi

IN a bid to ensure passenger
safety, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
tightened the norms for crew
training as well as qualifica-
tion for planes operated by
scheduled airlines.
According to the revised
draft norms, the pilot-in-com-
mand (PIC) or co-pilot cannot
operate flight controls during
take-off and landing unless he
or she has done at least three
take-offs and landings in the
past %0 days on the same type of

aircraft or flight simulator ap-
proved for the purpose.

The proposed rule changes
refer to all aircraft weighing
over 5,700 kg. An official
said, “This covers all reg-
ilar passenger flights
as well as the larger air-
craft we see used for __'
regular operations by

all scheduled airlines. It g

leaves out the smaller air-
craft which are lighter.™
The new rules reiterate the
need for intensive periodic
training for all crew members.
DGCA will accept responses

to the draft till May 3 and then
notify the final rules.
The draft also lays down
stringent norms for cruise re-
lief pilot (the one who takes
over the flyving duties in
long-hail flights to en-
sure the captain or co-
pilot gets some rest).

“A pilot is not as-
signed to act in the ca-
pacity of cruise relief pi-

lot in a type or variant of a
type of aeroplane unless within
the preceding 90 days that pilot
has either operated as a PIC, co-
pilot or eruise relief pilot on

the same type of aeroplane or
carried out flving skill refresh-
er training,” it states.

Additionally, a pilot taking
on a Zero Flight Time Training
{ZFTT) course needs to fulfil a
specific niumber of landings
and take-off before operating a
plane. ZFTT is an approved
training course done on a simu-
lator without base training.

The draft norms also stipu-
late that every airline shall en-
sure each flight crew member
undergo ground recurrent
training and aeroplane train-
ing every 12 months.
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