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AP govt to begin phase-2 land
acquisition for Amaravati project

I
G Naga Sridhar
Hyderabad

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment is in the process of ac-
quiring an additional 4,000
acres of land from farmers in
the Amaravati new capital
project region. “Considering
the plans in the pipeline, the
present extent of land will
not be sufficient and the pro-
cess will soon begin for the
acquisition of about 4,000
acres,” a senior official told
businessline.

After the N Chandrababu
Naidu-led NDA government
came to power last year and
the commencement of the
construction works of the
new capital, including final-
isation of tenders, there has
been increased interest by
various firms and institu-
tions in establishing their
presence in Amaravati re-
gion, the official said.

In addition, the State gov-
ernment has already started

the process for the construc-
tion of a greenfield interna-
tional airport in Amaravati
and is conducting feasibility
studies.

The airport alone will re-
quire around 4,000 acres of
land.

The Andhra Pradesh Air-
port Development Corpora-
tion has called for tenders for
the feasibility study for the
project.

LAND-POOLING

As per the original plan of the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
government, which started
the greenfield new capital
project during 2014-19,
37941 acres were to be ac-
quired through the land-
pooling method. Of this,
34,689 acres were acquired
by 2019, when the TDP lost
the elections.

Further acquisition of
land was halted by YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy’s YSRCP gov-
ernment during 2018-2024,
which announced the shift of

the executive capital to Vi-
sakhapatnam which, how-
ever, did not materialise.

“The commitments given
to farmers, including the al-
location of development
plots in the capital region,
are now being honoured, as
CRDA has already com-
menced the return of plots to
those farmers who had con-
tributed land through pool-
ing. This has sparked re-
newed interest among
farmers to offer land to the
government for the capital,”
the official said.

CEREMONIAL LAUNCH
The phase-2 acquisition of
land is expected to be final-
ised following the formal re-
sumption of construction
work by builders who re-
cently secured bids.

The State government is
planning to invite Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
the ceremonial launch of the
capital construction works
again this month.
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Delhi airport: IndiGo, Akasa
to shift flights from T2 to T1

IndiGo and Akasa Airwill shift theirdomestic
flights to Delhi airport's Terminal 1from
Terminal 2 starting Tuesday as T2 will be
temporarily shut for maintenance work. The
new T1will be fully operational from Tuesday
\_/ (April 15). At present, IndiGo and Akasa Air have
flights from T2, which handles around 270-280 air
traffic movements and serves over 46,000 passengers
perday. T2 will be closed temporarily to carry out maintenance
works from April 15 and one runway is already shut for
maintenance works. IndiGo on Monday said it has taken

proactive measures to ensure that customers are well-informed
aboutthe change interminals. PTI
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Hisar

HEERAJ MOHAN

CHAKDIGARH

Haryana is set to wit-
ness a high-profile visit
on Amhbedkar Jayanti as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi arrives on April 14
i inaugurate a slew of key
infrastructure and energy
projects, The visit under-
scores Lhe Cenlre's conlbin-
ucd emphasis on regional
development, connectivily
and clean enerngy.

Acecording to the Prime
Minister's Office, Modi
will bergrim his day i Hisar,
where he is scheduled to
flag off the first commercial
fight from Hisar o Avod-
hya at around 10:15 AM.
Hee will also lay the founda-
tinn stone of a state-of-the-

ort takes wings with

arl mew terminal building
at the Maharaja Agrascn
Hisar Alrport and address
a public meeting.

The T410-crore airport
terminal project will in-
chude a modern passenger
terminal, a cargo terminal,
and an Air Traflie Conirol
(ATC) tower. In a major
hoost to intra-state air con-
nectivily, Hisar airpori
will soon offer scheduled
Mights to Jammu, Ahosed-
abad, Jaipur, and Chandi-
garh.

Taking to social media
platform X, the Prime Min-
ister wrote, “On Ambedloar
Tayanti, tomorrow will he
dedicated to Harvana's
development journey.
Around 1015 AM, | will
inaugurate the commer-

ar airp
first flight to Ayodhya

cial Might between Hisar
and Ayvodhyva and lay the
foundation stone for the
new terminal building at
the airport, Later in the
afternoon, there is another
event in Yamunanagar
related to several develop-
ment projecis.”

At around 12:30 PM, PM
Modi will reach Yamu-
naMagar, where he will lay
the foundation stone of an
SO0 MW modern thernl
power unit at the Deen-
handhu Chhotu Bam Ther-
mal Power Plant, The Bs
8 ATO-crore project, spread
over 233 acres, is expectod
tn signifiranﬂf hoost the
slate's efergy capacity and
ensure reliable electricity
supply across Haryana.
Further promoting sus-

tainable eneney poals, Midi
will also lay the foundation
stone of a Compressed
Biogas (CBG) Plant at Mu-
karabpur in YamunaNagar
under the GOBARDhan
initiative. With an annual
capacity of 2,600 metric
tonnes of hingas, the plant
will help in effective or-
ganic waste management
and cleaner energy genera-
tion. Adding to the day's
agendi s the inauguration
of the 14.4-km Rewari By-
pass under the Bharatmala
Pariyojana. Built at a cost
ol 71070 crore, the bypass
will decongest Rewari city
and cut travel time he-
tween Delhi and Narnaul
by neardy an hour—hboost -
ing trade, mohility, and re-
gional connectivity.
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ET GRAPHIES

Delhi Airport Sth -
Busiest Globally

108 million Ky
Delhi Airport was the ninth busiest airport in the world in >
o0+ I

flyers
2024, according to data from Airports Council Inter-
national. The airport, which clocked a footfall of  punn g 70 " x
77,820,834 in 2024, is one position behind  Weekly flights: Delni international destinations

. . Tt - - Airport has become the connected from Delhi
Chicago Airport. India’s busiest airport most connected airport airport, of which 9 are in

climbed from 10th positionin  cyeen southeast Asia  North America and 18 in
2023, clocking an annual pas-  and North America Europe

N sengergrowthuf?B%. @%llﬂﬂﬂm

Compiled
invested to expand T1, building a new runway

i e S by Arindam
o/l - Majumder == d 2.4 km elevated taxiway, and upgrading infra

A ‘fl"‘h FLIGHT

—-If!.]-l—_

e, STATUS

Passenger footfall | Percentage

Atlanta | 108,067,766 33

Dubai 92331506 6.1

Dallas | 87817864 74
Tokyo 85900617 91

London Heathrow | 83884572 59
82358744 | 58

Istanbul | 80073252 53
Chicago 90043050 83
New Delhi 77820834 78

Shanghai 76,787,039 410

‘ o
m
o
5
Source: Airports Coundil |ntemati£:na|
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M Delhi Airport T2 Shut:
IndiGo, AkasaMovetoT1

_ NEW DELHMI IndiGo and
)/ Akasa Air will shift their
gl domestic flights to Delhi

airport's Terminal 1 from
Terminal 2 starting Tuesday as T2 will
be temporarily shut for maintenance
work. The new T1will be fully opera-
tional from Tuesday. At present,
IndiGo and Akasa Air have flights from
T2, which handles around 270-280 air
traffic movements and serves over
46,000 passengers per day.
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AREA EXPANDED | New plan includes acquisition of over
1000 hectares in Erumeli South and Manimala villages

Sabarimala airport
land acquisition on

The Kerala government has
reignited efforts to establish
the Sabarimala Greenfield
International Airport by in-
itiating a fresh land acqu-
isition process. This move
comes after the previous at-
temptwas halted due to legal
challenges concerning  pr-
ocedural lapses.

A new notification has been
issued under Section 4 of the
Right w Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation,
and Resettlement Act, 2013,
after considering the Social
Impact Assessment  sub-
mitted by the School of So-
cial Work at Bharata Mata
College in Thrikkakara Er-
nakulam.

The earlier land acquisition
process was annulled foll-
owing a petition by the
Avana  Charitable  Trust,

which owns the Cheruvally
Estate—the proposed site for
the airport: The Kerala High
Court identified two sign-
ificant legal issues: the SIA
was conducted by a gove-
rnment-affiliste d bodv ra-
ther than an independent
agency, and the notifications
lacked specific ownership
details of the 2,264.18 acres of

Cheruvally Estate land.

The revised plan includes
the acquisition of appro-
ximately 1,000.28 hectares in
Erumeli South and Mani-
mala villages. Of this, 855.83
hectares are located within
the Cheruvally Estate. The
new notification also fne-
orporates three additional
survey numbers that wene

previously omitted.
Following the completion of
the SIA, the government will
proceed with an official su-
rvey to determine the pre-
cise extent of land to be ac-
guired, along with their su-
rvey numbers, as per Sec-
tion 12 of the LARRA. Sub-
sequently, a declaration of
the rehabilitation and res-
ettlement package will be
made in accordance with
Section19of the Act.
Simultaneously, the gove-
roment [s advancing with
the Environmental Impact
Assessment process. A draft
EIA report assessing the en-
vironmental effects of the
airport project will be pu-
blished, followed by a public
hearing to gather stake-
holder feedback. The out-
come will be compiled into a
report and submitted to the
Union  Ministry of Envir-
onment and Forests for fu-
rtherreview.
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9 months after roof collapse,
IGI's'T1 opens for passenges

Aheli Das

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Terminal-1 (T1) of
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Airport will be fully
functional from Tuesday after a
nine-month hiatus, airport
authorities announced on Mon-
day. Operations at Tl were
halted after part of the terminal’s
canopy collapsed during heavy
rains in June.

With the reopening of T, all
flights currently operating out of
Terminal-2 (T2) will be relocated
to T1, paving the way for refur-
bishment work at T2, which is
expected to take three to four
months. Currently, T2 handles
about 270-280 daily flights and
serves over 46,000 passengers,
primarily from Akasa Air and
IndiGo.

These flights will begin shift-
ing to T1 from April 15, said Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL). IndiGo has confirmed
that from April 15, all its flights
currently operating from T2 will
move to TL The airline will now
operate only from Tl and T3 at
IGI Airport.

Tl was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
March 2024. However, a section
of the canopy at the pick-up-and-
drop lane outside the terminal
collapsed on June 28, leading to
the death ofa cab driver and inju-
ries to eight people. The area was
sealed off for repairs and demoli-
tion of the damaged canopy and
metal columns began in July.

Some operations resumed in
August, with only gates 5 and 6
reopened. DIAL said the remain-
ing gates —1 to 4 — will open on
Tuesday, making the new termi-
nal fully operational. “From
Tuesday, all six gates and the full
T1 building will be functional,” an
official confirmed.

The new Tl building is a signif-
icant expansion, with the termi-
nal’s area increasing from 55,740
square metres to 206,950 square

Amenities at the airport include:

ADVAN_CED TECHNOLOGY

Facial recognition systems at all entry gates

20 automated tray
retrieval systems

Individual carrier
system for baggage
handling

BAGGAGE HANDLING 10 70-m-

baggage reclaim carousels

108 common
usage self
-service kiosks

100 check-in
counters

EXPANSION: Increased total area

oM 55 740sqm
-12086,

N

950sm,_

CONVENIENCE
=29 entry points

baby care room

stations
long
with reduced mobility

Increased capacity from 3,240 to 6,000 bags

CONNECTIVITY Direct connection to Delhi

Metro at both arrivals and departure

metres. Unlike the old setup with
separate buildings for arrivals
and departures — TI(D) and T1(C)
— the new terminal integrates
both under one roof.

T1now features facial recogni-
tion (DIGIYATRA) at all entry
points, 108 Common Usage Self-
Service (CUSS) kiosks for
check-in, 10 baggage reclaim car-
ousels (each 70 metres long), and
enhanced baggage handling
capacity—from 3,240 to 6,000
bags per hour.

Passenger-friendly amenities
include expanded shopping and
dining zones, quiet areas, a yoga
space, prayer rooms, group seat-
ing with charging ports, smart
washrooms, self-medication
rooms, and babycare facilities.

The terminal has also been
designed as a green building,

and advanced

with extensive use of natural
lighting. DIAL said T1's expan-
sion and modernisation were
completed as part of the Phase
3A development project.

The transition is a key part of
efforts to improve passenger
experience and meet growing air
travel demand, according to
DIAL. The upgrade positions
Delhi airport as the only Indian
airport capable of handling over
100 million passengers annually.
Tl now has a capacity of 40 mil-
lion passengers per year, T2 15
million, and T3 45 million.

Civil aviation secretary Vum-
lunmang Vualnam told PTI that
with Tl and T3 functional, Delhi
airportwould be able to handle all
passenger traffic smoothly during
T2's closure, with no significant

congestion expected.

m Prayer room, yoga area, quiet
zone, self-medication room,

m Lounges and devices charging

m Special zones for passengers

Eco-friendly, sustainable,

infrastructure designs

Atlanta, USA
Dubai, UAE

Tokyo, Japan
London, UK
Denver, USA
Istanbul, Turke
Chicago, USA

1GI, New Delhi, India
Shanghai, China

Dallas/ Fort Worth, USA

Delhi airport world’s
ninth busiest: Report

Aheli Das
aheli.das@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL: Delhi's Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) airport is
the ninth busiest in the world,
according to the Airports Coun-
cil International (ACI) World's
preliminary 2024 rankings, offi-
cials of airport operator Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) said on Monday.

Delhi airport saw passenger
traffic of 77 million in 2024. In
2023, theairport was the 10th bus-
iest, in 2021 it was the 13th busiest
and in 2019 the 17th busiest.

“This recognition underscores
Delhi airport’s sustained passen-
ger growth, robust infrastruc-
ture development, and expand-
ing global connectivity, making
it the only Indian airport to fea-
ture in the prestigious list,” said
aDIAL official.

The busiest airport in the
world is Atlanta, USA with more
than 108,067,766 passenger traf-
fic, followed by Dubai.

According to ACI World's
report, global passenger traffic
in 2024 reached nearly 9.5 bil-
lion, marking a 9% increase
compared to 2023.
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Delhi airport
ranks ninth
busiest globally

New Delhi: The India Gandhi
International Airport [1GLA)
Dielhi has beenranked theninth
busiest airport in the word in
Airpons Council International
(ACH World's preliminary rank-
mgs for 2024,

It is the only Indianairpart o
feature in the ghobal top 10 list,
1G] airpont handled 7.7 crore pas-
sengersin 2024 and saw arise in
the rankang after getting the 10th
spot in 2023, 13thin2021 and
I7th spotin 2009,

The Delhiairpost’sriseinthe
ranking is attributed to ex-
pamded terminal and nimay G-
pac ity Fac bl recognit on and au-
tomated baggage systems, 4
srowing networkofover 150in
temationaldestinations, and re-
newable energy use, according
1o a press statemnent from Delhi
International Arport Limited

DHAL), the operator of the IGLA,

*This recognition by ACI
World isa testament Lo our re-
lentles s efforts to enhance the
travelexperience at the Dethi air-
port,” said Videh Kumar
Jipumnar, CEO, DIAL

According to ACI World,
global passenger traffic in 2024
reached nearly 9.5 billion, a 9%
increase from 2023 and 3.8%
above pre-pandemic kevels,

ENS
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YEIDA: THE PUBLIC RAPID TRANSIT CORRIDOR WILL SPAN 14.6 KM

‘PRT corridor in works {rom
Yamuna Film City to Airport’

DIPIKA KIROLA

GREATER NOIDA: The
Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Author-
ity (YEIDA) has planned
to run Public Rapid Tran-
sit (PRT) from the new Film
City located in Sector-21 in
Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Authority
{YEIDA) area to Noida Inter-
national Adrport, said officials
on Sunday.

According to officals, ini-
tially, a 14.6 km track will be
constructed, with the deci-
sion regarding its elevation
or surface-level placement
pending government approval
of the Detailed Project
Report (DPR).

Presently, Siemens Com-
pany has completed the feasi-
bility report, said officials.

Arunvir Singh, Chief Exec-
utive Officer (YEIDA) con-

HIGHLIGHTS
» PRT systems, featuring
two-three carrfiages,
function as battery-
operated urban light
transport, suitable for

irternal city travel

‘PRT implementation
is being reconsidered,

with Siemens Company
and London-based

Ultra PRT Limited both
having prepared
feasibility reports’

» Lenden currently oper-
ates a PRT system ac-
commadating 9 million
passengers annudlly,
whilst India awaits its
first implementation

» A feasibility report has
been prepared on its
possibility: YEIDA CEO

firmed that | there is a plan 1o
run PET on a separate route
of 146 km from Film City
to the airport, “A feasibil-
ity report has been prepared
on its possibility. Its work will

move forward after consid-
erations by the government.”
said Singh.

Oificials zatd that while pod
taxis were initially considered
for the 14.6 km route 1o ensure

direct connectivity from Film
City to the airport, msufficient
interest from companies meet-
ing the required standards led
to alternative considerations.

Subsequently, an agreement
was reached o operate Namo
Bharal Train and Metro along-
side Light Rail Transit {LRT) on
a 724 km elevated track from
Ghariabad to the airport. How-
ever, the Central Government
rejected the proposal for con-
current LET operations.

“PRT implementa-
ton is being reconsidered,
with Siemens Company and
London-based Ultra PRT
Limited both having prepared
feasibility reports.

“These will be evaluated
and presented to the Pub-
lic Private Partnership Build
Evaluation Committe for final
determination.

“The project encompasses
three phases: initially connect-

ing Film City to Jewar Airport,
followed by extension to Viin-
davan, and ultimately reaching
New Agra.” a senior YEIDA
officer said

“Light train systems, manu-
factured by approximately 100
companies globally, operate at
80 kilometres per hour, offer-
ing advantages over pod taxis,
which run at 40 kilometres
per hour and are produced by
fewer manufacturers. Yamuna
Vikas Pradhikaran is addi-
Honally planning to establish
India International Center and
Habitat Center in Sector-9,
the officer added.

PRT systems, featuring
two-three carriages, function
a5 battery-operated urban light
transport, suitable for internal
city travel. London currently
operates a PRT system acoom-
modating % million passengers
annually, whilst India awaits its

first impll:r.m:nlatlun_
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State to upgrade tourism info

centres at Kolkata airport

SOUMYADIP MULLICK

KOLKATA: In line with Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee’s vision of making Bengal
a tourism-related investment
destination, the state govern-
ment is seeking to appoint an
agency to manage the public-
ity and promotional campaign
of state tourism at the Tourist
Information Centers (TICs)
located at the international
and domestic lounges of Netaji
Subhash Chandra International
Airport, Kolkata.

According to a Tourism
department official, a request
for proposal has been issued to
appoint an agency for providing
facility management services
which involves managing man-
power to deliver high-quality
tourism information services.
It was learnt that the primary
objective of such a decision is
to enhance the state’s appeal
to international and domestic
tourists through effective infor-
mation dissemination at TICs
and ensure high-quality service
by deploying qualified person-
nel for providing multilingual

In total, nine personnel
will be deployed
across eight TICs.

This will include eight
information officers

assistance (English, Bengali,
Hindi) to tourists.

Further, the Tourism depart-
ment wants that such TICs are
also able to assist the depart-
ment in international promo-
tional events as part of its global
outreach r.:am&oaign. The scope
of work would involve, but not
limited to, providing informa-
tion on Bengals tourist desti-
nations, including WBTDCL
properties and homestays, assist
tourists in planning itineraries
and accessing transport facili-
ties, perform protocol duties
for government guests in coor-
dination with the Tourism
department etc.

In total, nine personnel will
be deployed across eight TICs.
This will include eight informa-
tion officers. Four will be sta-
tioned at the domestic lounge
(two each for 6 am-2 pm and

2 pm-10 pm shifts). Another
four will be deployed at the
international lounge (two each
for 2 pm-10 pm and 10 pm-6
am shifts). One facility main-
tenance attendant will be there
for both lounges (10 am—6 pm).

The agency will have to give
proper training to these per-
sonnels. The information offi-
cers need to have a Bachelor’s
in Travel and Tourism Manage-
ment or can be a graduate with
at least one year of experience in
travel/information desks/mar-
keting. The personnel at the
TICs would be responsible for
displaying promotional mate-
rials attractively and liaise with
Airports Authority of India and
other statutory bodies.

Recently, following the Chief
Minister’s appeal to the repre-
sentatives of British Airways to
start a direct Kolkata-London
flight, the state government has
appealed to European air carri-
ers to start direct flights to Kol-
kata. It was assured that there
were enough passengers from
here who would travel to desti-
nations such as London, Frank-
furt and Amsterdanm.
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Delhi’s T2 to be closed for four months for renovation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B Mew Delhi

elhi%s Indira Gandhi International
D.r’L'Lrpu.rl (IGIA)s oldest terminal,

Terminal 2 will be cosed from
Monday-Tuesday midnight lor what is like-
by 1o be the last renovation of its 1986-era
building for approximately four months to
facilitate repair and upgrade work. During
this period, all t]ighﬁal were previously
operated from T2, including those by air-
lines such as IndiGo and Akasa Air, will be
relocated to Terminal 1 (T1). The Indira
Gandhi International Airport (IGLA), oper-
atedd by DIAL, has three terminals and four
runways. It 15 also the country’s largest and
busiest mirport.

Delhi International Atrport Limited
(DIAL) has confirmed that T1 will operate
at full capacity to accommodate the addi-
tonal lights “Starting from 15th April 2025
(0001 hrs), all Mights operating from
Terminal 2 will be relocated to Terminal 1
until further notice. Passengers are encour-
aged to verify their light terminal informa-
tHon before travelling to the airport to aviid
any inconvenience

The Indira Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA), operated by DIAL, has three termi-
nals and four runways. It is also the coun-
try's largest and busiest ateport. T2 will be
closed temporarily to carry out maintenance
works [rom April 15, and one runway is
already shut for maintenance works.

IGLA has a capacity to handle dose to 11
erore passengers annually and saw 7.8 crore

last year. So there is no real hurry demaol-
ish T2 now as Noida Atrport will open with
a capacity of 1.2 ¢rore passengers annual-
ly, whilch will increase 1o 7 crore in the next

W yedrs.

Effective April 15, IndiGo said its flights
arriving lo and departing from T2 will oper-
ate to/from T1. IndiGo on Monday said it
hias taken proactive measures to ensure that
customers are well-informed about the
change in lerminals.

“The airline is reaching out to all passen-
gers and their respective travel agenis
through SMS, calls, and emails to notify
them. IndiGo recommends retrieving PNR

on the airlines website or mobile app to

check dl:parlu:c:.l'a:rwa.] terminal before
heading to the airport,” it said in a datement.
Omn January 10, DIAL said the four-decade-
old T2 will be closed for four 1o six
months in the next financial year for
refurbishment works, which are ﬂptcifd
to be completed in the Seplember quarter.
Akasa Air has also notified that starting
April 15, 2025, all its Mights to and from
Delhi will operate from Terminal 1 (1D).
Passengers are urged 1o check their flight
status before proceeding o the airport.
Civil Aviation Secretary Vomlunmang
Viralnam on Monday said Terminal 3, along
with the fu]]:,-' operat tonal Terminal 1, at the
Delhi airport will be able to handle passen-

ger traffie, emphasising that there s unlike-
ly 1 be congestion due to the closure of
Terminal 2 for matntenance works.

“T1 has now become fully operational ..
Proper assessment has been |:1Pu.:1:. S0, T1
will cover whatever capacity s required.
“Between the T1 fully expanded and fully
operational and T3, we should be able 1o
meel the passenger requirements whatev-
er is there” he said.

DIAL is conducting trials to facilitate the
transfer of check-in baggage between
Terminal 3 (T3), which handles internation-
al Mlights, and the all-domestic Terminal.
This inttiative aims to ease the process for
passengers with connecting flights between
domestic and international terminal

Currently, there ts no air train system in
]:r]ac:. maJr.i.n.g transfers between T1 and T3
challenging. IGIA has achieved a remark-
able milestone by securing the Sth position
in Adrports Council International (ACI)
World's preliminary 2024 rankings of the
world’s busiest airports. Delhi Adrport wit-
nessed a record-breaking passenger traffic
of 7.7 crore in CY 2024, I't'ﬂvl.‘\L'L'iIlE its con-
sistent year-over-year growth. This achieve-
ment follows its previous rankings of 10th
in 2023, 13th in 2021, and 17th in 2019,
showeasing its steady ascent as a global avi-
ation hub. Earlier this year, Delhi Airport
was honoured with the Airport Service
Quality (ASQ) Award for Best Adrport in
Asia-Pacific for the 7th consecutive year,
reaffirming its leadership in delivering supe-
rior pastenger experiences.
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PM lays foundation stone of new terminal building of Hisar airport worthover ¥410cr

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

In line with his commitment
oy i g treneed safe, afford obale,
and accessible to all, Pnme
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday lakd the

founda ton

smoneofthe

nesw Ter-

minal

Buiklngofthe Mahamp Agrsen
airportin Hisar, Haryana, worth
over fs4 10 qore.

Addressing the gatherng,
he extended his prectings (o
the: people of Harvamis scknowl-
edging their strength, spors-
manship, and brother-

hood asthe defining
tritsofthe state,
He expressed

his gratimide

to the lorge
pathering

for their
blessings
durnngthis

N by har-
i My vest
i SEASOHL
' The
'\_ Prirme
o Mimister
izl
respectiul
homage to
Gurujamb-
hesshwar,
Mahnraja
Aprasen, and
the sacred

Agmha [Dham, He shared his
fond memores of Haryvana,
particularky Hisar, recalling his
timeworkingcloselywithmany
ool agirs when hewis ot nisg-
ed with the responsibility of
the state by his party.

“Today isa significant day
for the entirenation asitmarks
the birth anmiversary of the
urchitect of the Constitution,
Babasaheb Ambedkar,” said
M, highli phiting that Babasy
hety's e, strupeles, and message
have been the comerstone of
thepovemment's 11-yenr jour-
ney.

Underlining the lounch of
its connecting Haryvana o
Avodhya Dham, symbolising
the direct link between the
sacred lund of She Krishna and
the dvof Lol Ham, the Prime
Ministerannounced that fights
o other cities will commence
soon. Hehighlighted the foon-
dation stone lnying of the nmy
terminal building at Hisar
Mrport, describing it as a step
toward elevating Horvana's
aspirations to new heights. He
extended his congmtulations
toythe peop le of Haryvana for
this significant mile-
stone,
Releratiyg his
promise that
even those
Wenaring

slippers

would flvin aimplanes, a vision
o being realised across the
country, Modihighlighted that
in the past | (hve ars, millionsof
Indinns hove experienced o
travel for the first time. He
noted that before 2014, India
had 74 alrports, a number
achieved in 70 vears, while
today the number of simports
has surpassed 150,

He emphasised that nearky
90 el romes have beencon-
nectod underthe UDAN scherme,
withovwerbmutesopemtonal,
enabling affordable air toyvel
for many. He remiarked that
this has led torecomnd- breaking
nuimbers of ansl ale troveliees,
He further highlighted thatvar-
ious mdines have placed recornd
orders tothe tuneof 2,000 new
arcraft, whichwill create mimer-
oo joobys fovrpilots, nir hostesses,
and other services

He also pointed out that
the aircraft maintenance sscior
will generate sipnificant employ-
mentnpportunities, “HisarAir-
portwillelevate the aspirations
of Harvana's vouth, providing
them with new opponunities
und dreams,” he added. "Our
grvemment is focusing on con-
nectivity while ensuring wolfore
for the poorand social justice,
fulfilling the vision of Babassheb
Am bedkarand theaspirations
of the Constiution’ s fmmers,”
emphasised the Prime Min ster.
Hecrthcised the Congress pany
for its treatmentof Babasaheb

Ambedicar, stating that while
hewnsalive, theyinsulted him,
orchesoated his elecorl defeas
twice, and conspired tomclude
hir frenm thie system.

He criticised the previous
povermment for treating 50,
ST, and OBC communitics as
second-class citizens during
its long tenure, He highlighted
the disparty under its rule,
wherewater eached the swam-
ming pools of some leaders
bt failed 1o rench villages. He
noted that even after 70 years
of ndependence, only 16 per
cent of rural households had
tapwater connections, dispm-
portionately afecting 5C, 5T,
ind OBC communities.

He shared that in the past
G-7 vears, their povemment
has provided tap water con-
nections toaver 12 crore naral
households rasing the coverage
to B0 per cent of rural homes,
He expressed confidence thag,
with Babasaheb's hlessings,
tapwaterwil reach every houese-
hold. He also addressed the
lack of toilets, which severely
impacted SC, 5T, and OBC
comenum ties, He highlrhed
the government's efforts in
constructing over 11 crore
toilets, ens uninga lifeof dipniry
for the underprivileged, Modi
furthercrtivisedtheConpress
for tuming the sacred Consii-
tution into a mere ool for

aining power He remarked
that whenever they faced o

crisis of power, it crushed the
Constitution. He highlighted
the Emengency period, during
which the then Government
undermined the spirit of the
Comstiiution 1o retain power.

He emphasised thot the
essence of the Constitution is
to ensure a uniform dvil code
forall. but the then Covermamenit
reverimplernentedie. He poi-
ed out the opposition o the
implernentstionofthe Unifomm
il Code in Urtamkhand,
despite its alignment with the
Constitutions principles.

He pointed to the WagfAct
as the higgest evidence of the
previous Government's Miwed
policies. He noted that in2013,
just months before elections,
Congress amended the Wagl
ACt to appease its vole bank,
elevatin gitabove severol con
atitut onal provisions, Coticising
the Congress for claiming to
wark for the welfiure of Muslhims
whilefailng to iakemeaningful
actions, PM Modi remarked
thiat if the party truby cared for
the Muslim commumnity, they
wirtild heeeappointed o Muslim
s their pamy president or allo-
cated S percent of their tickets
toMuslim candidat es, stating
that their intentions were never
alignedwith thegerminewelfare
of Muslims, exposing their
e maTure,

He pointed out that these
miafiss were encroaching on
landsbelonging o Dalis, back-

ward classes, and tribals eaving
the Pasmaondn Muslim com-
munity without any benefits.
Hememtioned that amendmens
o th e Wl Act will put anend
o such exploitation. empha-
ssing A siguficant new provison
in the smended law, ensuring
that wibal lands cannot be
toached by Wagf boards.

L mdeer Lininge the numerous
stepstaken by the povernment
since 2014 to honour Bobosa-
heb Ambedkar's legacy and
inspirefuture generations, the
Prime Minister pointed out
thai places associated with
Bahasgheb, bothin Indiaand
ahroad, were neglected for
vears, He noted that even for
constructing Babasaheb's
merional wt b Millin Mom-
bai, people had toprotest.

He emphasised that their
povemment hasdeveloped all
keysites, induding Babassheh's
birthplace in Mhow, his edu-
cational slie in London, his
Mahaparimirvan Sthalin Delhi,
ard his D ksha Bhoomi in Nag-
pur, mansfomming them into
the “Panchieerth.” He shared
his privileps of recently visiting
[ksha Bhoomi topay homage
to Babasaheb.

e Poime Minister ariticised
the Congress for making lofty
claims phout social justice
whilefailing to hono ur Babasa-
heb and Chaudhary Charan
Singh with the Bhamt Rotno
dunng thar enure. He proudly

stated that Babasaheb was
mwarted the Bharot Ratna onby
when a BIP-supported poy-
ETTUMENT WiS in power ot the
center, and it was also their
party when in power, which
honoured Chaudhary Charan
Singh with the Bharat Rata.
Lapding the Haryana povern-
ment for consistently strength-
ening the path of socialjustice
and welfare for the poor, the
Prime Minister highlighted
the dire state of povernment
jobs in Haryanaunder previous
administrations, where indi-
vichuals had wrelyon political
connections or sell family
ASSels IO SOCLTE eI I.'IIIJ'_FII'I.I.'I!.'.
He expressed satisfaction
with Chief Minister Mayvah Singh
Suini's povernment, whichhas
emd icated thesecormiptprac-
tices, He pmised Horymno's
rernarkable radk record of pro-
viding jobs without bribes or
recommendations. He noted
thirt previous govern menis had
made every effort to prevent
25,000 youth in Harvana from
receiving povernment jobs.
Highlighting Horwana's sig-
nificant contribution to the
nation, with 2 large number of
youth serving in the ormed
forces, Modicrid dsed previous
dispensations for decades of
deception negarding the One
Rank One Pension (OROP)
scheme and emphasised that
it was his povernment that
implemented OROP,



e

AIRPORTS AUT HDF’# 1Y OF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TELEGRAFPH

KOLKATA

14 APRIL 2025

Caleutta: Encroachers, who
have sot up unauthorlsed
stalls on Calcutta alrport's
land, keep coming back after
weting evicted, so the author-
1tles are now relying on thelr
next expansion plan to get rid
of such lanid grabbers.

“We are waltlong for the
sanctlon of the second phase
of the expansion plan of Cal-
cutta airport by the Central
cabinet committes. AS SO0N a5
the plan 15 formally approved,
we'll harricade the land where
these Megal stalls have come
up,” a senlor official of Calcut-
ta alrport told Metro,

A now terminal bullding
covering a 20 lakh-sqm area
15 supposed to be bullt oppo-
site the old domestic terminal
hutlding.

The proposal for the 74,200
crore project has heen sent to
the Centre for approval.

The construction of the
new terminal bullding is sup-
posed to start by the end of
2025 and be completed in 48
mths, sald oficials.

The unauthorised stalls
have encroached on the air-
port's land, from the old do-
mestic terminal bulding o
the cargo terminal.

“Police have evicted the
encroachers 4 number of
times, but they keep coming
back within & faw days. The
only solutlon to the problem
WLl come after wo barricade
the area, and the construction
of the new terminal building
starts." sald the officlal.

Metro reportad on sever-
al occasions how these stalls
have encroached on airport
land.

According to the police and
airport authorities, at least 34
1Megal stalls have appearsd on
alrport land These stalls are
made of flammable materials,
Some stalls use LPG cylinders
and kerosene stoves to cook In

. ) ¥

Expansmn plan likely to free alrport of |Ilegal stalls

Some of the unavthorised stalls that have encroached on Lﬂ.lnlﬂ.n airport’s land, from the old dmmhl:fermmnl buoilding to the cargo terminal

the open,

“Officially, there are 34
stalls, but In realtty, the numi-
ber Is more,” sald an alrport
officlal.

An officer of the Bidhan-
nagar Commissionerate sald

they have several fimes evict-
e the encroachers and hand-
ofl over the land to the alrport
authoritles.

*However, after some time,
these stalls have returned be-
causs the alrport authoritles

have been unable to kee them
free of encroachers,” sald the
pollee offtcor. “We will again
evict them when the author-
Ities request 0s to do s0,” he
sald.

Howover, a senlor alrport

official said 1t was up to the
police to keep the area free of
encroachers,

*Alrport authorltles don't
have the manpower to leep
theland free of encroachers. Tt
1s tho job of the pollce to look

Into the law and order situa-
tion,"" he said.

Although most of thoese
stalls have come up In areas
where passengers usually do
not go, some hawkers are soen
In front of the arrival area of

the integrated terminal build-
ing, selling tea o fhoalmur,

Tha stalls at the alrport seil
dosa, ldly, paratha and other
edible ttems. Most of their cus-
tomers are those who work at
the alrport.
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IGI 9th in global rankings of busiest airports

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Indira Gandhi International
Airport secured the ninth position in Air-
ports Council International (ACI) World's
preliminary 2024 rankings of the world’s
busiest airports. It was ranked 10th last ye-
ar. The airport witnessed a record-breaking
passenger traffic of 7.7 crore in 2024, reflec-
ting its consistent year-over-year growth.
This recognition underscores Indira
Gandhi International Airport’s sustained
passenger growth, robust infrastructure de-
velopment and expanding global connecti-
vity, making it the only Indian airport to fea-
ture in the prestigious list, said Delhi Inter-
national Airport Limited that operates
IGIA. DIAL said IGI Airport occupied the
13thrank in 2021 and 17th in 2019, showcasing
its steady ascent as a global aviation hub.
DIAL said the factors behind the air-
port’s success were infrastructure upgra-

DIAL said the factors behind the
airport’s success were
infrastructure upgrades and
advanced technology adoption

des, Including expanded terminal capacity,
runway enhancements and advanced tech-
nology adoption, such as facial recognition
systems and automated baggage handling.
Increasing direct international routes, con-
necting Delhi to over 150 destinations, and
sustainability initiatives also contributed.
DIAL CEO Videh Kumar Jaipuriar sa-
1d, “As the Indian aviation industry witnes-
ses significant growth, Delhi Airport re-
mainsat the forefront with its future-ready
infrastructure. Our unwavering focus on
delivering seamless passenger services,
commitment to sustainability, adoption of
cutting-edge technology and continued in-
vestment in infrastructure have firmly po-

sitioned Delhi Airport as both a gateway to
India and a world-class aviation hub.”

According to ACI World's report, the glo-
bal passenger traffic in 2024 reached nearly 9.5
billion, marking a 9% increase compared to
2023 and a 3.8% rise over pre-pandemic levels
in 2019. The world’s top 10 busiest airports col-
lectively handled 855 million passengers, ac-
counting for 9% of the total global traffic, re-
flecting an 8.8% Increase over 2023.

Justin Erbacci, ACI World director gene-
ral, said, “Amid global challenges, the resilien-
ceof the world’s busiest airports shines. These
hubs are vital arteries of trade, commerce and
connectivity. As air travel grows, ACI World
stands ready to support its members, ensuring
the smooth flow of people and goods that drive
global economic, social and cultural progress.”

Earlier this year, IGIA was honoured
with Airport Service Quality Award for
Best Airport in Asia-Pacific for the se-
venth consecutive vear.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

15 APRIL 2025

As T2 closes for revamp, flights
move to T1; DIAL to go easy on T4

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Indira Gandhi
International Airport’s ol-
dest terminal, Terminal 2,
will shut down from Monday-
Tuesday midnight for what is
likely to be the last renova-
tion of this 1986-era building.
The airlines, including Indi-
Go and Akasa, will shift the
flights currently operating
from T2 to T1 from Tuesday.

Delhi Airport stated, “Ef-
fective April 15, 2025 (0001
hrs), all flights currently ope-
rating from Terminal 2 will
shift to Terminal 1 until furt-
her notice.” IndiGo said it
had taken proactive measu-
res to ensure that its custo-
mers were well-informed
about this change. The airli-
ne is reaching out to all pas-
sengers and their respective
travel agents through SMSes,
calls and emails to notify
them. IndiGo recommends
retrieving PNR on the airli-
ne’s website or mobile app to
check the departure/arrival
terminal before heading to
the airport. Akasa said all
theirflightstoand from Delhi
would operate from T1.

T2 1s expected to reopen in
four-five months, and by then,
Delhi-NCR's second airport at
Greater Noida would have be-
come operational. Noida Air-
port may prolong the lifespan
of T2, which is to be demolis-
hed to make way for a bigger

e e

o

WHAT NEXT

“ DIAL plans to
1 demolish T2 to
make way for a much
bigger T4

~1| When that
happens remains

to be seen as IGIA
currently has a
capacity to handle
11 crore passengers
annually, and saw 7.8
crore flyers last year

A BRIEF HISTORY

Opens as IGIA's
all-international
termin_al in_ 1986

Serves that function
till 2010 when
Tgr_minal 3 ﬂpe_ne_d

Is mothballed and then used as a domestic
... terminal when travel demand soared

1 Noida Airport also likely to get

! operational this summer, which
will impact IGIA footfall

T4, as the former is expected to
impact the footfall at Indira
Gandhi International Airport.

IGIA has a capacity to
handle close to 11 crore pas-
sengers annually and saw 7.8
crore last year. So there is no
real hurry to demolish T2
now as Noida Airport will
open with a capacity of 1.2
crore passengers annually,
which will increase to 7 crore
inthe next few years.

While Delhi Internatio-
nal Airport Ltd (DIAL) will
go easy on the proposed T4, it
will have to step up on the de-

layed air train at IGIA, which
is essential to link terminals
to ensure seamless transfers.
DIAL has begun conducting
trials for transferring check-
inbaggage of connecting pas-
sengers between T3, IGIA's
only international terminal,
and the all-domestic T1, cove-
ring a distance of 7km. The
revamped T'1 gets fully opera-
tional from Tuesday.
However, with an air train
still afew years away, transfers
between T3 and Tl—at a time
when connecting traffic is on
the rise thanks to massive net-

work expansion by Air India
group and IndiGo—remain a
major pain point for passeng-
ers. To make domestic-inter-
national or vice-versa trans-
fers between T3 and T1 a little
less painful, DIAL plans to en-
sure baggage of some connec-
ting passengers gets transfer-
red on the airside without
them being required to carry
the same with them on buses.
Asof now, international ar-
rivals at Delhi airport have to
complete their immigration
and customs clearance and ha-
ve to check in the baggage aga-
in for connecting flights. “DI-
AL isconductingtrials forsmo-
oth transfer of cabin baggage
from T3 to T for passengers ar-
riving from international des-
tinations and having a connec-
ting flight from T1,” DIAL CEO
Videh Kumar Jaipuriar said
last Friday. Once the new sy-
stem 1s implemented, passeng-
erswon'thavetocarrybaggage
to T1 after customs clearance.
They can drop the baggage at
T3, and the airline concerned
will transfer it to T1 through
the airside, Jaipuriar said.
DIAL hasassured thecivil
aviation ministry that the
transfer of passengers for
connecting flights from T1 to
T3will becompleted in 120 mi-
nutes. “We have committed to
govt that it will be ensured
passengers coming out of T1
can board a flight in T3 in 120
minutes,” he added.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA BANGALCORE 14 APRIL 2025

No change in display
language at airport

Times News NeTwonrk

Bengaluru: Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Limited
(BIAL), which operates
Kempegowda International
Alrport (KIA), stated on
Sunday that it has not
changed its flight
information  dis-
play system. This
response came af
ter a series of soci-
al media posts rai-
sed queries about the matter.

Online posts claimed the
airport had removed Hindi
from its flight information
display boards, A video cir-
culating on X shows display
boards announcing infor-
mation in Kannadaand Eng-
lish, but not in Hindi, spar-
king a conversation about
language use in public spa-

ces, especially thoze that ca-
ter to a wide range of travel-
lers, Some online users qgues-
tioned the practicality of the
change, while others suppor-
ted it. Those questioning the
move also asked il the air-
port believes that only those
who know English
and Kannada visit
Bengaluru.
“There has be-
en no change in
our Night informa-
tion display system. In line
with established practices,
the displays continue to fea-
ture English and Kannada to
effectively assist passengers.
Additionally, the way-fin-
ding signages throughout
the terminals are displayed
in English, Kannada, and
Hindi,” a BIAL spokesper-
sonsaid in a statement.
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City airport plaza
to partially open for

flyers, visitors soon

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: Flvers and vistors
of Chennaiairport will soon
have a place to sit and relax.
The plaza under construc-
tion near the arrival termi-
nals will become partially
operational by the end of
April, authorities said.

"The canopy work is un-
derway. After this, there will
be enough shade for people
to rest. We are considering
opening it up partially for
fiyers and wvisitors this
month," an official said. The
entire plaza, however, will be
fully operational with all its
planned facilities by July,
airport authorities said.

Construction of the pla-
ra began in February 2024,
and officials initially plan-
ned for inauguration in Fe-
bruary 2025, However, the ti-
meline was extended due to
delays in civil construction.

The plaza will feature a

seating area, walkway, selfie
spot, eateries, toilets and
drinking water kiosks. It
will also feature a left lugga-
ge facility for passengers
who want to drop their bag-
gage for shorter durations if

Plaza will feature

a seating area,
walkway, selfie
spot, eateries,
toilets and drinking
water kiosks. It will
also feature a left
luggage facility

they step out of the airport
and return within a day or
two.

Sources said that autho-
ritiesare still contemplating
shifting the pickup point for
personal vehicles near the
plaza. The decision will be
made once the construction
iscomplete.




TR L 1B |

AIRF

"ORTSAUTHORITY

Corporate Communications Directorate

C=Sr=mei

OF INDILA

THE TRIBUNE

DELHI

15 APRIL 2025

Hisar airport takes oft today: PM
to inaugurate first flight to Ayodhya

D reNnER DE WAL
TRIERGT AL R
FISAR, APRIL 13
Prare Minis ter Narendos Modi
will inougurie the first domes-
tic fiight servicefrom Mahsrga
Agrasen Airport in Hisar o
Avodiya atneround 10:15amon
Mondiy, comading with
Ambedbear Jovanti Hewillalso
by the foundation stone for a
modern terminal building at
the airport

The new terminal will be
constructed under the super-
vision of the Airports Avthor
ty of India at an estimated cost
of Re 503 trore. The upooming
mfrastructure  includes &
37780 sq ml passenger termi-
nal. 5 2235 s mt cargo termi-
nal and anadvanoesd A Traf-
fic Control tower. The second
phase is expicied to be com-
pleted by Aprl 17, 2027, The

Chief Secretary Anurag Rastogl reviews arrangements in Hisar.

Prime Ministor will also
addmessa public rallyin Hisar
as pari of the programme
Chief Minister Nuavab
Singh Saini visited the venue
on Saturday evening to over-
sew final preparations. Earli
er, Chief Secretary Anurag

Rastop ared other senior of fi-
cils conducted a detailed
review of the rally vemue, air-
port premizes, and logistics,
imchiding securty, traffic
management, media facili-
tie & and gued arrangerments,

“The @rportwill not only ben-

efit Hisar it also the sir
rounding distrcts, I will sipnil-
wcmtly boost regional tmde,
toursm, and investrment ™ said
Rastogl, He urged officials
ensure fmwvless execution of
the event

The sirport has receved the
required licence for commer-
cin] operations with i ght s
ices soom o be Lminched for
Jommu, Ahmedabad Jaipur,
and Chandigarh (three fights
per wesk mich) and Ayodhys
{twm flights perweekl

Abroaderintegrated aviation
hub i being developed over
T200acres —4.200 scves for the
airport and 3,000 for an indus-
trinl manufacturing dusier

Originally developed in 1965
and operational sinee 1967, the
Hizar airfield has seen limited
sibress in earlior alternpls o
imitzate commeraal ssrvices,
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Rnhlt Vaid
New Delhi

The Centre has formed a
dedicated ‘Air Sewa’ cell to
“properly as well as
promptly” handle passenger
complaints regarding high
air fares, sources told
businessline.

The specialised cell,
sources said, has been
formed under the ‘Air Sewa’
division that operates a web
portal and a mobile app.

Accordingly, the portal
and the app provide an integ-
rated common platform on
which air passengers lodge
their grievances against all
major stakeholders in the
aviation sector, including
airlines.

MAJOR ISSUES

On average, an air passenger
faces issues such as flight
delays, problems with re-
funds, long queues, inad-
equate facilities at airports
and complaints of lost

baggage.
“Earlier, all complaints
were bunched together;

however, now air fare-spe-
cific complaints will have a
separate unit within the ‘Air
Sewa’ division,” sources said.

“Complaints on the fluc-
tuations in air fares will be

KEY ROLE. The portal and the app will provide an integrated
common platform on which air passengers can lodge their
grievances against all stakeholders in the aviation sector

looked at by this cell, which
will in turn further investig-
ate the matter by using a
standardised complaint re-
gistration format in which
passengers will be asked to
provide additional details on
the time of booking, distance
of travel, among others.”

As per sources, if an airline
is found to be charging a
higher fare than the one it
has published for the partic-
ular route, a ‘show cause’ no-
tice will be served.

Presently, air faresin India
are deregulated, meaning
they are determined by mar-
ket forces of demand and
supply.

However, airlines are re-
quired to publish their fare
buckets or Reservation
Booking Designators. These
price buckets are monitored
by the Tariff Monitoring
Unit, set up by the aviation

regulator, Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation.
Nonetheless, recent incid-
ents of exorbitantly high air
fares have led to a public out-
cry, especially for flights to
and from Prayagraj during
this year’s Mahakumbh.
Similar air fare price
trends have also been ob-
served in the past on routes
serving locations that host
major events, such as cricket
matches or concerts.
Officially, senior govern-
ment bureaucrats have told
businessline that an entirely
new system for air fare mon-
itoring and passenger com-
plaint redressal regarding
the same is being worked on.
“We have created a new
link on the ‘air sewa’ app for
air fare-related complaints.
The link is being promin-
ently displayed,” Union Civil
Aviation Secretary Vum-

Centre forms dedicated cell for air fare complaints

lunmang Vualnam told busi-
nessline. “Other steps, such
as an analysis of airfare
trends on a long-duration
basis, is being conducted.”

Notably, these initiatives
come after a review of the air
fare monitoring system was
conducted. The review ex-
posed shortcomings and
possibilities for improve-
ment. businessline was the
first to report on the new ini-
tiative undertaken by the
Centre to revamp its monit-
oring, redressal and fare ana-
lysis system through a series
of reports.

REVAMPED UNIT

On the revamped air fare
monitoring unit, sources
said that it will leverage an
advanced system to detect
spikes in ticket prices.

The system also aims to
introduce greater transpar-
ency and accountability in
air fare pricing.

Once the system identifies
a route showing unusual
price trends, then the au-
thorities can prompt airlines
to add capacity to prevent
exponential fare hikes.

In terms of fare analysis,
last month, DGCA asked air-
lines to submit metadata on
the fares charged during the
last two fiscal years (2022-23
and 2023-24).
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Tariffs: IndiGo CEO says long-term plans won't be impacted

Press Trustof Indla
Mumbal Apri3

India’s lnrgest carrier IndiGo
is confident that the global
events trigeered by tariff
hikes will not impact its long.
term plans,

Thelarge domestic market,
which includes a big intapped
segment, will help airlines,
the company’s Chiel Execu-
tive Pieter Elbers told PTI in
an interaction,

“Some of the more recent

dynamics and the global scale
are not changing any of our
capacity fexpansion) plins for
next year,” he said

He, however, said a major
economy like India cannot be
insulated from a major world
event like the tariff wars

Elbers said the company is
desirous of doubling its size
by the end of the decade and
the same will not be impacted.

The longterm trajectory
for the business is one of
growth, and the company

will not be affected if there is
a gquarter of a blip or higher
achievement as well, he said,

To a question on the duo
poly in the Indian aviation
market - the Tatas are the
only formidable competitors
to Indigo - and how he sees it
going nhend, Elbers suiggestod
that having an airline of big
size and scale that is able to
compete globally would be
hetpful for India,

He said o similar consoli
dation has been observed in

other aviation markets as
well.

To o question on the roview
of the seats framework by
Indian autherities while
negotiating with other coun-
tries. Elbers sajd parting seats
represents n "missed opportu-
nity” for Indian carriers, ns
the foreign carriers ame ben
efiting from it

India needs alrlines and
also the maintenance, repair
and overhaul facilitics given
the employment potential. he

sald, adding that Indigo itself
sends its aircraft overseas for
siich works,

To underline the employ
ment potential. Elbers said
Indigo employs over 60000
people at present.

Onsome volces pitching for
capping of domestic airfares,
he said the fares go upduring
seasons, and added that it is
only during occasions like the
Kumbh Mela when the fares
really skyrocket

Full xt on greaterashmircom
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India, China hold 1st round
of talks on air travel revival

No timeline decided vet

NEW DELHI: India and
China have held prelimi-
nary discussions on restart-
ing direct passenger flights, a
senior official confirmed on
Monday, lhu-ugh no timeline
has been decided.

“The civil aviation
ministry and our coun-
terpart in China have
had one round of meet-
ings,” said Civil Aviation
Secretary "\-ru.m]unmang Vinal-
nam at a conference hosted by
the Indian Chamber of Com-
merce in New Delhi. He noted
that some concerns remained
bait did not ]:rn}".'idl: spl:r_'ilics.

The talks come amid
improving ties between the
two nations, nearly five years

after a dmﬂ}' border confron-
tation in the Himalayas that
restlted in casualties on both
siddes.

In January, both countries
'a.g:::rlj Lo ress trade and

CONNOMIC CONCETNS, & move

expected to benefit their
aviation industries,

Following the 2020

clash, India restricted

Chinese  investments,
banned several apps, and
suspended passenger routes,
lhuugh CArgo services were
maintained.

Tenstons began 1o ease afier
an Oetober agreement Lo reduce
military presence at the disputed
frontier, followed by high-level
talks in Ruesia AGERCIES
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Aviation fuel tax tweak on table as
Delhi seeks to retain aviation edge

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-
ernment is actively evaluating a
proposal to slash taxes on avia-
tion turbine fiuel (ATF), pet-
rol, diesel, and natural gas ina
move aimed al sustaining com-
petitiveness and addressing fis-
cal shortfalls. Senior officials
indicated that a decision could

be finalised before the end of

April. At the heart of the dis-
cussion is a significant cut in
value-added tax (VAT) on ATE,
from the current 25 percent o
around 10 per cent. Officials
say the step is critical to retain-
ing Drelhis aviation advantage
as neighboring Uttar Pradesh’s
upcoming Noida International

Airport prepares for takeoff

later this year with just 1 per-
cent VAT on ATE

The Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (IGIA), man-
aged by GMR Group, remains
India’s busiest, handling over
73 million passengers in FY24.

But the antictpated launch of

the Noida airport, especially
with its tax advantages and

‘Delhi could risk
losing both airline
interest, passenger
footfall unless

tax structures are
corrected swiftly’

proximity Lo eastern Delhi and
nearby towns, poses a growing
threat to IGLAS traffic share.
“Theres mounting pres-
sure on the Delhi government
to create a level playing feld
for airlines, csPﬂ:aall}r as fuel
accounts for nearly hall of an
airlines operational costs.” said
an officlal familiar with the
developments. Airline opera-
tors have consistently flagged
high ATF prices in Delhi, cit-
ing reduced competitiveness
compared Lo other stales. Avi-
ation stakeholders, including
DIAL CEO Videh Kumar Jai-
puriar, have voiced concerns
over shrinking capacity at IGIA
and rising operational costs
due to VAT and wser develop-

ment fees. He noted that rep-

resentations had been made 1o
both the state and central gov-
ernments, urging a rationalisa-
tion of aviation fuel tax. Civil
aviation minister Ram Mohan
Maidu also lm.'lg]'l.ﬂ] i1, writing
Lo Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
in March, requesting a tax cut
to align Delhi with other states
u!ﬁ:r'mg ATF VAT rates as low
as 1-4 per cent.

Meanwhile, trade associa-
tions such as the Chamber af
Trade and Industry and Asso-
cham have warned that Delhi
could risk losing both airline
interest and passenger foent-
fall unless tax structures are
corrected swiftly. Although
the Delhi government didn't
announce any changes in its
recent hudﬂ:l, insiders suggpest
that with GST and VAT collee-
tons falling short of targels,
EI.djl.I.H.rl'H:]‘lI'.S are I:n.-ing Cofi-
sidered to attract more avia-
tion and fuel-linked economic
activity. As regional compe-
tition intensifies, tax reforms
could become Delhi’s key to
staying relevant in the rapidly
tvu]'l.r'mB avialion Iandﬁl.:apc.
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Air passenger (com passangers)
numbers hit
5 billion in 2024

[ i i
THE 2024 GLOBAL TOTAL o | R 41
PASSENGERS ARECLOSETOSBILLION, | 1y Qe I Tolyo Haneda
REPRESENTING AN INCREASEOF 9% g 3¢ < 8 . | 8.59

FROM 2023, ACCORDING TO AIRPORTS | o NewDehi |
COUNCIL INTERMATIOMAL (ACI)  Daflas Fort Werth Heathrow 1 Airport E
WORLD'S GLOBAL AIRPORT DATA 838 | 839 L

RELEASED ON MONDAY. A LOOK AT THE Atlanta Wtanhd < DuBEI  Shanghai Pudang
10 BUSIEST ARPORTS OF 2024 10.8 8.01 o 168
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£€ Some of the more recent

dynamics and the global

A scaleare notchanging
any of our capacity

' (expansion) plans
for next year

IndiGo CEO Pister Elbars
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Varanasi and
Patna flights
from Hindon
next month

Abhijay.Jha@timesofindia.com

Ghaziabad: Air India Ex-
pressissettolaunchflight ser-
vices to Varanasi and Patna
from Hindon civil terminal
next month. In March, the air-
line completed its metro cir-
cuit from the Hindon termi-
nal, which it has been usingas
Delhi-NCR’s second airport
since March1, with thelaunch
of flights to Chennai.

On May 1, an Airbus A320
aircraft, which has the capaci-
ty to accommodate 180 pas-
sengers, will depart from Var-
anasi at 11.05am to reach Hin-
don at 12.40pm. At 1.35pm, it
will fly back to Varanasi. The
first flight to Patna will take
off at 11.50am to reach Hindon
at 1.40pm. It will leave for Pat-
na again at 2.25pm and reach
thereat 4.10pm.

Officials said bookings for
both routes have opened.

While NCR’s second inter-
national airport in Jewar is
expected to open later this ye-
ar, Hindon civil terminal has
seen a growing passenger ba-
se. People from Ghaziabad,
Noida, East Delhi and nearby
Saharanpur and Meerut are
increasingly opting to fly
from the terminal to save time
and travel cost.

The basic fare for Patna-
Ghaziabad is Rs 5,573 (exclu-
ding other charges), while one
has to pay Rs 4,700 for a flight
from Ghaziabad to Patna. The
fare from Hindon to Varanasi is
Rs 3,384 and Rs 3,669 on the re-
furn journey. Presently, pas-
sengers travelling to the two ci-
ties have to take a flight to or
from Delhi, and the airfare is a
little higher when compared to
flights to the civil terminal. Al
Express airfare from Delhi to
Varanasiis Rs4,899and Varana-
si to Delhi is Rs 3,741. The fare
from Delhi to Patna is Rs 4,900
and Patna to Delhi is Rs 6,085.

The airport is now connec-
ted to all the metro cities, with
a daily flight each to Mumbai,
Chennaiand Kolkata, and two
to Bengaluru. AI Express also
operates on the Goa, Jammu
and Bhubaneswar routes.

Bengaluru-based aviation
company Star Air also opera-
tes two flights from Hindon to
Nanded in Maharashtra
and Adampur in Punjab
under the regional connecti-
vity scheme.
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