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Chennai airport lags behind in
maintenance works, passenger facilities

CHEMNAI, FEB. 13

Inordinate delays in criti-
cal maintenance works
and passenger facility

projects  at  Chennai
International Ajrport
have raised concern

amnng aviation experis
and frustration among
thousands of daily pas-

SEeNpers.

The backlog includes
overdue resurfacing of
the airport's primary run-
way, slow progress on a
much-awaited passenger
lounge and pick-up facili-
{{; and the continued
absence of a prepaid taxi
counter at the interna-
tional terminal.

Chennai sirport cur-
rently handles more than
180 flights a day using two
The i

TUnWays. rimary
runway, measuring 3.66

km, was last resurfaced in
2015, Under aviation safe-
ty norms, re-carpeting
needs to be done every 10
years, The deadline for
the mandatory mainte-
nance was in 2024-25. The
wo was expected o
begin in January this
year However, the project
is yet to take off

The delay stems from
operational constraints
linked to the 289-km-long
secondary runway. [t was
resurfaced in 2024, While
the secondary runway is
intended to support full
flight operations during
maintenance of the pri-

mary runway, it cannot
currently be
used to its  full
length

According to officials,
there are 176 obstructions
outside the airport bound-
ary, including tall trees
and telecom towers along
the approach path of the
secondary runway, “Due
to these obstacles, nearly
A0 metres of the runway
remains unusahle, leaving
only about 2 km availahle
for aircraft operations
This limitation
makes it difficult to safely
divert all traffic during
the primary runway's clo-
sure,” they

M Although ai

ort officials had

assured that Flasaha would be
opened by December last year, the
facility remains non-operational.
“My flight time was just two hours,
but it took more than three hours to
exit the airport and reach home,” a
passenger remarked, reflecting a
widely shared grievance

said.

The authorities are now
considering a partial clo-
sure of the primary run-
WAy, cartying out resur-
facing work for a few
hours each day while tem-
pararily shifting flights to
the secondary runway
Aviation experts, however,
warn that this piecemeal
approach could prolong
the project well beyond a
year, raising concerns
over operational efficien-
cy and safety compliance.

Adding to passenger
woes is the prolonged
delay In commissioning
Flasaha, a dedicated pas-
senger lounge amd inte-
grated pick-up point,
located opposite
terminal 1, Construction
of the facility has been
under way for more than
two years. Hut progress
has been described by pas-

SENEEers as
EDINg on at
snail's pace.

At present, passengers
arriving at the airport are
forced to walk long dis-
tances, depend on battery-
operated vehicles and nav-
igate multi-level parking
elevators to reach pick-up
TONES.

This has led to frequent
complaints, especially
from elderly passengers,
families with children,
and those carrying hesvy
luggage.

Although airport offi-
clals had assured that
Flasaha would be opened
by December last vear, the
facility remains non-oper-
ational

“My flight time was just
two hours, but it took
mare than three hours to

exit the airport and reach
ome,” a PASSENEET

remarked, reflecting a

widely shared grievance

International PASSETI-
EETS Arriving at terminal
2 continue to face difficul-
ties due to the absence of
a prepaid taxi booking
counter: The counter was
removed earlier as part of
terminal expansion
works. In November last
VEarn officials had
announced that the facili-
ty would be reinstated
within weeks,

However, maore than
three months later, the
prepaid taxi counter is
still not functional. As a
result, international pas-
sengers are left to negoti-
ate transport options out-
side the terminal, adding
to confusion and incon-
vEnience,

Aviation ohservers warn
that the combination of
safety-critical runway
maintenance delays and
unfinished passenger
infrastructure is eroding
the travel experience at
one of south India’s
busiest airports. With pas-
senger volumes steadily
rising, they sitress the
need for time-bound exe-
cution and coordinated
action hetween airport
authorities and external
AgENCies respansihle
for clearing
obstructions

Until these issues are
addressed, passengers
using Chennai airport are
likely to continue facing
extended delavs, opera-
tional disruptions and
avoidahle hardship. Hoth
in the mir and on the
ground,
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India-Singapore Ties in Infra Investment to
Get Stronger; Aviation Vital to Economy

Our Bureau

Panellists at the ET Now Global Business Summit
delved into how vital civil aviation is to a subconti
nental economy and the extent to which Singapore
is backing India’s Infrastructure development
plans

Ina freewheeling exchange on Saturday, Lim Ming
chalrmanol Changl Alrport Group{CAG), s
oon Mukherjee, chairman of the Singapore Hu-
siness Federation's India Business Committes, dis
cussed connectivity, capital and collaboration.

OHTHESTRATECICIMPORTANCE OF CIVIL AVIATION
FOR INDIA

Changi Airport Group's Lim drew a direct line bet-
wien Singapore’s port and abrport infrastructure
and the city-state's remarkable economic ascent
“Singapore’s economy was able to grow because we
wirs able to be connected to the rest of the world, ™ he
said, adding that global connectivity has atiracted
waves of foroign direct investment and enabled bu-
sinesses to scale oubward

For India, hesaid. the logic is no different—even if
thescale and complexity are vastly greater. Lim said
that aver the last two decades, civil aviation infrast-
ructure in India has improved significantly, and this
trajectory will continwe over the next ten o twenty
vears. He, however, was careful not to discount Indi-
a‘sother Infrastructure imperatives—rallways, wa
terways and highways—stressing that multi-modal
connectivity is the overarching goal.

“I have seen geographies where airports and rail
way stations are very well connected, quite seam-
less for passengers to move from one mode to anot-
her,™ le sabd, Clvllaviatlon, inhis fearming, was not
arivaltorail androad, but acomplementaryand in-
dispensahlelayer in India's overall connectivity ar
chitecture.

DHCAG'S INVESTMENT APPETITE IN INDIAN AIRPORTS
Om whether Changl Alrport Groupw L1 bid more act]
valy for Indian airport PPP (public-private partners-
hip) projects, Lim pointed to jts experionce in Durga
pur as @vidence of the group's ability to add value
even at relatively modest-scale facilities,

He was candid about the conditions that swould go-
vern any larger commitment. “CAG is good at mana-
ging alrports. We are happy to work with investors

Q BUILDING ON CONMECTIONS
Singapore’s economy was able togrow
because we were abletobe connected
totherestof the world... global con-
nectivity has attracted waves of FDI
LM MING YAN

Chainman, IChangl Ainpoe Groun

who are familiar with the local context, where we
bring in technical competency and expertise,” he sa-
. A winning model. he suggested, would pale
Changi Airport Group’s operational excellence with
apartner deeply rooted in Indis's ground realities

OM SINGAPORE'S INVESTMENT RECORD IM INDIA
Mukherjee of the Singapore Business Federation's
India Business Committes sald Singapore has done
a lot of heavy lifting but still has to do a lot. He offe-
ried a framk reckoning of Singapore's Investment ro-
cord in India, acknowledging bath genuine milesto-
nes and a far larger gap vet to be closed,

Hecited Singtel's significant stake in Alrtel—valu-
edd at about S0 hillion—and the Singapore Allian-
ce's recenld investiment in Alr Indla as meaningful

0 THE WORLD'S DESTINATION

There was atime inthe early 90sand
2000s when India's destination was
Singapore. Today, India is the world's
destination

PRASOON MUKHERJEE

Ona 1, Sngapore Busiress Faderation’s india Buseess Commities
commitments. But he was unambiguous about what
remained undone. Singapore Prime Minister's most
recent budget, which devoted conslderable tiine 1o
the theme of internationalisation, signalled the
atrategic divection, he said

Mukherjee also lagged a fundamental shift in the
gravity of the bilateral relationship “There was a
time in the earfy %0s and 2000s when India’s destina-
tion was Singapore. Today, India s the world's dos-
tination,” he said. Singapore, he stressed, would
now meed to compete actively for a stake in India‘s
infrastructure growth story alongside global hea-
vyweights such as DIP World, Prem Watsa and Hut
chison

‘The effort, he said, would have to come from Singa-
pore'send as mueh as from India’s,
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Dabolim airport shutdown

claims baseless: Sawant

SLAMS OPPN, SAYS GOA WILL HAVE TWO AIRPORTS

THE GOAN | NETWORK.
PANAJI

Amid mounting political con-
troversy over the future of
Daholim airport, Chief Minis-
ter Pramod Sawant on Friday
firmly dismissed Opposition
allegations that the Union
government is planning to
shut down civilian operations
al the facility and termed the
claims as “baseless™ and "po-
litically motivated”,

Speaking to media, Sawant
asserted that Dabolim airport
will continue to function per-
manently for both civilian
and naval operations. “Every
time elections are round the
corner, the Opposition tries to
create an issue. Let me make it
clear, Dabolim airport will not
be shut. It will continue for
civilian and naval use perma-
nently. The Opposition needs
to understand that Dabolim
airport is not an election issue
anymore,” the Sawant said.

Sawant further stated that
Defence Minister Rajnath Sin-
gh had already assured conti-
nuity of civil operations at Da-
bolim and that the decision to
maintain dual airports in Goa
was taken by the Union Cabi-
net before the commencement
of operations at Manohar In-
ternational Airport in Mopa.

CM chairs pre-budget meet, appoints
secretaries to tackle inter-dept issues
PANAJI: Ahead of presenting the State Budget for 2026-27 on
March 6, Chief Minister Pramod Sawant on Friday chaired a

pre-budget consultation meeting with Heads of Departments
to review priorities and streamline coordination.

“Goa will continue to have
two airports. Let us not fall for
Opposition claims, Some peo-
ple have no other topics and
are (rying to create news,” he
added,

He accused South Goa MP
Viriato Fernandes of making
“baseless statements” out-
side Parliament for political
mileage. “Parliament is a holy
temple for legislators and
should be used for constrc-
tive matters. Just to increase
his political weightage, he is
making such statements. This
should not happen,”™ Sawant
said.

During the meeting, Sawant decided to appoint
Secretaries to specifically address inter-depart-
mental issues, with the aim of ensuring smoother
coordination and more efficient service delivery.
“Secretaries will be appointed to deal with in-
ter-departmental issues — basically to ensure
smoath delivery of services and proper coordi-
nation,” he said,

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s financial commit-
ment, Sawant said nearly Rs
450 crore is being spent on a
fyover 1o ease access to the
airport, while between Rs
300-400 crore has been spent
directly on airport infrastruc-
ture over the past five years.
“After spending so much
maoney through the Civil Avia-
fion Ministry, it is not to hand
it over exclusively to the Navy.
People should stop spreading
misinformation,™ he said.

The controversy emupted af-
ter Minister & Dabolim MLA
Mauvin Godinho accused the

GMR - operating MIA of pres-
surising and lobbying the In-
dian Navy to take over the Da-
bolim airport.

Opposition parties intensi-
fied their attack, alleging that
the Union Government was
planning to shut Dabolim Air-
port and hand it over to cor-
porate interests, They claimed
the move would severely im-
pact South Goa's tourism-driv-
en economy. Leaders warned
of large-scale protests if any
attempt is made to cartail ci-
vilian operations at Dabolim,
maintaining that the dual-use
airport is critical for both civil
aviation and defence needs.

South Goa MP claimed that
the State government had giv-
en consent to the Centre to
shut down Dabolim Airport
for commercial and civil oper-
ations, terming it a “shocking
betrayal” of Goans. He said he
had received confidential in-
formation in this regard,

In a letter dated February 12
to Rajnath Singh, Fernandes
urged the Defence Ministry
to ensure continuity of civ-
il operations at Dabolim. He
recalled that during the ten-
ure of the UPA government,
a Cabinet decision had been
taken to keep civil aviation
operations functional at both
Dabolim and Mopa airports.
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CM unveils mist spray
systems at 1GI Airport
to check pollution

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta on Saturday inaugurat-
ed 120 mist spray systems
at the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport. The sys-
tems, installed by the GMR
Group, will ensure a clean
and healthy environment
for air passengers, as per
the Chief Minister’s Office
(CMOQ).

Real-time monitoring
The CM said the Delhi go-
vernment has already in-
stalled mist spray systems
on major roads across the
Capital and at 143 elevated
Metro stations. Besides,
the real-time monitoring
network has been expand-
ed to 46 stations, making it
the largest such network in
any city in the country.
Through the ‘Vayu Raksh-
ak’ initiative, strict com-
pliance with pollution con-
trol norms is also being
ensured, she added.

The Chief Minister also
unveiled a statue of K.B.
Hedgewar, the first sar-
sanghchalak of the Rash-
triva Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) at Dr. Hedgewar Aro-
gya Sansthan in Shahdara.

On January 29, projects

The mist spray systems
installed at 1Gl Airport on
Saturday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

worth I728 crore were ap-
proved for the trans-Yamu-
na region in the first meet-
ing of the reconstituted
Trans Yamuna Area Deve-
lopment Board (TYADB).

Infra development

The CM said through this
allocation, rapid develop-
ment of roads, drainage
systems and other infras-
tructure in the Yamuna Na-
gar region is being under-
taken.

She clarified that both
the policy and intent of the
government are dedicated
to public service, and pu-
blic funds are being util-
ised solely for the welfare
of the people.

15 FEBRUARY 2026
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GMR Airports PAT declines 14% to
2174 cr in December quarter of FY26

NEW DELHI: GMRE Air-
ports Lid {GAL) reported a
14 per cent dedline in consoli-
dated profit after tax (PAT) to
Rs 17396 crore lor the quar-
ter ended December 2025,
impacted by one-time expenses
including costs related o new
labour Laws.

The company had posted a
PAT of Rs 202.10 crore in the
year-ago period.

During the quarter,
GAL recorded exceptional
expenses of Bs 183,12 crore.
This included Rs 113.47 crore
linked to the termination of its

pact with Turkish firm Celebi

and Rs 69.65 crore towards the
tmpact of new labour codes. In
contrast, the December 2024
quarter had included a one-
timme gain.

Total income rose sharply
to Bs 4,082 77 crore in 3 FY 26
from Rs 2,748.22 crore a year
earlier, while total expenses
increased to Bs 2,293 .49 crore,
according to a regulatory filing.

In May 2025, the govern-
ment revoked security clear-
ance for entities from the Celebi
group operating in India.

Subsequently, Delhi Inter-
national Airport Lid (DIAL),
which runs the national cap-

itals airport, terminated its
cargo concession agreement
with Celebi and remeasured
related financial liabilities. The
nel impact of Bs 113,47 crore
was classified as an exceptional
item.

DIAL-operated airports
handled a record 31.9 million
passengers during the quarter,
including 20.8 million at Delhi
alrport.

DIAL reported a PAT of
REs 231 erore for the quarter,
compared with a loss of Rs 243
crore a year ago, marking its
highest quarterly profit since
Q3 FY22. AGENCIES
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‘Clear Air, Clean Delhi’: CM Rekha Gupta
unvells 120 mist spray systems at IGI Airport

‘Govt working scientifically on short-term. mid-term & long-term strategies to tackle pollution’

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on Saturday inau-
gurated 120 mist spray systems
at the IGI Airport premises,
reiterating her government’s
commitment to the ‘Clear Air,
Clean Delhi’ initiative.

The mist spray systems have
been installed by the GMR
Group at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport with the
objective to control air pollu-
tion and ensure a clean and
healthy environment for pas-
sengers. The Delhi Interna-
tional Airpont Limited is a joint
venture, formed as a consor-
tium between the GMR Air-
ports Limited and Airports
Authority of India.

The Chief Minister said that
the Delhi J]:L!J\-'-Em meenl is work-
ing scientifically on short-term,
mid-term and long-term strat-
egies to tackle pollution.

She also said the Delhi gov-
ernment has already installed
mist spray sysiems on major
roads across the capital and at
143 elevated metro stations.

%
iy T e ”

Pim P

TR iy

CM Rekha Gupto inavgurates 120 mist spray systems at the 161 Airport premises en Saturday

_KEY POINTS |

# The mist spray systems
hove been installed
by the GMR Group
with the abjective to
contral oir pollution and
ensure o clean and
healthy environment for
passengers

o The CM said that the
Delhi government has
already installed mist
spray systems on major
roads and ot 143
elevated metro stations
nebsork has been expanded
fo 44 metro stations

Additionally, the real-time
monitoring network has been
expanded to 46 metro stations,
making it the largest such net-
work in any city in the country,
she added. Through the "Vayu
Rakshak’ initiative, strict com-
pliance with pollution control

norms is also being ensured.
The mist systems installed
at the airport will provide pas-
sengers with an improved
air quality experience and
strengthen the environmental
image of the capital, she said,
thanking the GMR Group for

the initiative.

The mist spray system will
be expanded to 600 poles in
the future, further strengthen-
ing dust control at the airport
and surrounding areas, a Delhi
CMO statement said.

The Delhi government aims

to fully electrify the public bus
fleet by 2029, expand the metro
network, develop EV charg-
ing infrastructure, deploy more
than 1,000 water sprinklers
across the city, and implement
Al-based dust monitoring at
construction sites, Gupta said.
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India aims
50 IMOore
airports in
5vyrs: Naidu

NEW DELHI: India aims
to have 50 more airports in
the next five years which will
also create huge opportu-
nities for the c%untlf'yp’(s) real
estate sector, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan
Naidu said on Friday.

Noting that airports are
the “scaffolding” for the real
estate sector, the minister
also said that he is work-
ing actively to address issues
related to height restrictions
for buildings near airports
without compromising on
aviation safety.

India is one of the world's
fastest growing civil aviation
markets and currently, there
are 165 operational airports
in the country. On an aver-
age, a new airport or a new
terminal is built every 33
days, Naidu said.

He was speaking at the
National Urban and Real
Estate Development Con-
clave 2026 organised by
real estate industry body
Naredco.

Highlighting the growth
potential of the country’s
real estate sector, he said the
segment is projected to be
worth 51 trillion by 2030 and
further increase to be valued
at 85-7 trillion by 2047,

He also emphasised the
importance of focusing on
quality of living along with
the standards of living in
real estate development. The
focus on standards of living
will create assets and with
the focus on quality of liv-
ing “we will be creating well
being’, the minister said. p1i
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CM Rekha inaugurates 120 mist
spray systems at Delhi airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
on Saturday inaugurated 120
mist spray systems installed
by GMR Group at the premis-
es of Indira Gandhi
International Airport, with
the objective of controlling
air pollution and ensuring a
clean and healthy environ-
ment for passengers.

The Delhi International
Airport Limited is a joint
venture, formed as a consor-
tium between the GMR
Airports Limited and the
Airports Authority of India.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Minister noted that
the Delhi Government has
already installed mist spray
systems on major roads
across the capital and at
143 elevated Metro stations.
Additionally, the real-time
monitoring network has
been expanded to 46 Metro
stations, making it the
largest such network in any
city in the country. Among
those present were South

Delhi MP Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, Bijwasan MLA
Kailash Gahlot, Director of
GMR Group Narayan Rao
Kada, along with several
other dignitaries.

She said under the "Vayu
Rakshak' initiative, strict
compliance with pollution
control norms is also being
ensured.

Describing IGI Airport as
one of the busiest airports in
the National Capital Region,
the chief minister said it is
expected to surpass the 100
million passenger mark in
the coming years and

emerge as the world's fifth-
largest airport.

The newly installed mist
systems, she said, will
provide passengers with
improved air quality and
enhance the environmental
image of the Capital.

Thanking GMR Group for
the initiative, the Chief
Minister said the project
reflects social responsibility
and a spirit of nation-build-
ing. She added that when
government and private
institutions work with a
shared vision, the pace of
development accelerates.
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New Delhi. 14 February

elhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on
Saturday
inanprated 120 mist
spray systems installed by
GME Group at the premises
of Indira Gandhi International
Adrport, as part of measures

The Statesman

to combat air pollution in the

Capital.
Addressing the pathering,
Guptasaid the Delhi Government

is working scientifically on
short-term, mid-term and
long-term strategies to tackle
pollution. She noted that mist
spray systems have already
beeninstalled on majorroads
across the city and at 13

Sun, 15 February 2026
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/7317@183

DELHI

elevated Metro stations.

The Chief Minister added
that the real-time air quality
monitoring network hasbeen
expanded to46 Metm stations,
making it the largest such
network in any city in the
country.

Under the "Vayu Rakshak'
initiative, strict compliance
with pollution control norms

15 FEBRUARY 2026

isalsobeing ensured, shesaid.
Describing IGI Airport as one
of the busiest airports in the
Mational Capital Region, Gupta
said it is expected to surpass
the 100 million passenger
mark in the coming yearsand
emerze as the woddisfifth-bpest
ajrport.,

The newly installed mist
systems, she said will provide
passengers withimproved air
gquality and enhance the
environmental image of the
Capital.” I'h.mkm,[_,tl MR Group
for the initiative, the Chief

Delhi CM inaugurates 120 mist
Spray systems atIGl Alrport

Minister said theproject reflects
social responsibility and a
spirit of nation-building.

She added that when
government and private
institutions work withashared
vision, the pace of development
accelerates.

The mist system at the
airport will be expanded to
00 poles in the future to
furtherstrengthen dustcontrol
measures. Gupta also outlined
the government’s broader
envimnmental oadmap, stating
that Delhi aimsto fully electrify
its public bus fleet by 2029,
expand the Metro network,
develop EV charging
infrastructure, deploy over
LOOO water sprinklers across
thedty, sndimplement Albased
dust monitoringatconstriction
sites,

She reiterated that advanding
Dethi on the path of clean air,
preen transport and sustainable
growth remains a top priority,
adding that sustained efforts
will continue to make the city
one of most liveable in the

country.



AN

WA fAa=aas wifsrsson

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

120 mist spray systems
installed at IGI Airport

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Chief minister
Rekha Gupta on Saturday in-
augurated 120 mist spray sy-
stems installed by GMR Gro-
up at Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport and described
the initiative as a significant
step towards curbing air pol-
lution in the capital.

“Our govt is working on
all fronts, in collaboration
with all stakeholders, to cont-
rol pollution in Delhi. This
initiative for dust mitigation
in the airport area is com-
mendable and strengthens
our resolve for a clean and sa-
fe Delhi,” said CM Gupta. So-
uth Delhi MP Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, who was also pre-
sent af the event, said the mist
spray systems will help check
flight disruptions by control-
ling smog. “Flights departing
from Delhi will no longer face
disruptions,” said Bidhuri.

The mist systems, CM sa-
id, would enhance air gquali-

ty for travellers and streng-
then Delhi's environmental
credentials.

CM said the installation
would be scaled up to 600 po-
les to improve dust control in
and around the airport. She
also outlined the govt’s broa-
der clean-air roadmap, inclu-
ding full electrification of the
public bus fleet by 2029, ex-
pansion of metro network,
development of EV charging
infrastructure, deplovment
of over 1,000 water sprink-
lers, and the introduction of
Al-based dust monitoring at
construction sites.

CM added that real-time
air quality monitoring net-
work was also expanded to 46
metro stations. Compliance
with pollution-control norms
was also enforced through
the ‘Vayu Rakshak’ initiative,

These measures, she said,
would help reduce pollution
and move Delhi closer to be-
coming one of the country’s
most liveable cities.

15 FEBRUARY 2026
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CM unveils 120 mist spray systems at airport
Says ch working on strategiesto combat pollution CM llIlVGlJS 120 mist...

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, FEERUARY 14
Chief Minister Hekha Gupta
on Saturday inaupurated 120
mist spray systems installed
by the GMRE Group at Indira
Gandhi International Airport,
describing the initiative as a
signifieant step towards curb-
ing air pollition in the Capital.

Speaking at the event, Gup-
ta said the Delhi Government
5 working on short-term,
medium-term and long-term
strategies to combat pollution
and ensure deaner airfor res-
idents and wisitors, She
emphasised that partnership
between the government and
the private sector is essential
to achieve the goal of “Clear
Air Clean Defhi"™,

The Chiefhinister noted that
mist spraysystemshad already
been installed on major mads
and at 143 elevated Metro sta-
tions across the city Additional-
by real-time air quality monitor-
ing had been expanded to 46

S # l

Mist guns installed on poles at the Indira Gandhi Intemat{mamlrpurt in New Delhi.

Metmo  stations, which she
desenbed as the lugest such
network inany city in the coun-
try. Under the *Vayu Rakshald!'
initiative, stricter enforcement
of pollution contmol noms is
also being ensured.

Calling IGT Airport oneof the

busiest airports in the region,
Gupta said its 15 expected to
cross 100 million passenger
mark in the coming years,
potentially making it the
world's fifth-largest airport.
She said the installation of
mist systems would improve

air quality at the airport and
enhance Delhi's envimonmen-
tal image. The system is
expected to be expanded toG00
poles inthe fliture to strenpgth-
en dust contmol in and arotind
the airport premises,

CONTINUED ON PAGE S

15 FEBRUARY 2026

FROM PAGE 1

Outlining future plans,
Gupta said the pgovern-
ment aims to fully electri-
tv Delhi's public bus fleet
by 2029, expand Metro net-
work, strengthen EV
charging infrastructure,
deploy over 1,000 water

| sprinklers and implement

Al-based dust monitoring

at construction sites,

“These measures will
significantly reduce pollu-
tion and help make Delhi
one of the most liveable
cities in the country.” she
said, reaffirming the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
sustainable and pgreen
erowth.
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Flight in Kolkata gets
hoax bomb threat

Kolkata: A Shillong-bound
aircraft was stranded at
Kolkata airport for around
four hours on Saturday fol-
lowing a bomb threat, an
official statement said. The
IndiGo flight 6E 7304 was
moved to the isolation bay
after the discovery of a
handwritten note claiming
that a bomb had been
placed on the plane, it said.
The threat, however, later
turned out to be a hoax, and
the flight left for its destina-
tion at 1.33 pm following a
thorough search as per stan-
dard security protocols. An
Airports Authority of India
(AAl} spokesperson said the
note was discovered in the
lavatory by one of the crew
members around 9.15 am,
around 15 minutes before its
scheduled departure time,
Some of the 60 passengers
had already boarded the
plane. The passengers were
safely deboarded, and the
aircraft was moved to the
isolation bay. Standard secu-
rity protocols were followed
and a thorough inspection
was conducted by the agen-
cies concerned, he said.
— PTI
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he private aviation indus-
iryis thriving on the back
of a growing economy,
ferrving founders, deal-
miakersand political lead-
ers across the country. What once
felt exceptional now feels routine.

But then came the fatal
charter crash near Maha-
rashtra’s Baramar earlier
this year. Five lives were
lost. As private aviation
grows — with more air-
craft, Mights and opera-
tors — have the watchdog
mechanisms strengthencd
at the same rate? In simple
terms: Are safety systems,
infrastructure, and regulatory ca-
pacity expanding at the same rate?

The numbers, on the surface,
appear steady. According to the
Aircraft Accident [nvestigation
Bureay, since 2014, India recorded
between seven and 12 avintion acci-
dents across all civil categories. By
Novernber 2025, eight accidents had
been recorded for the year.

In toral, 104 civil aviation acci-
dents were recorded up to Decem-
ber 31, 2024, of which 91 investiga-
tions had been completed. These
figures encompass all sectors:
scheduled airlines, helicopters, My-
ing schools, general aviation, and
non-scheduled charter operators.

However, there is no further
classification to separate private
business jets operating under the
non-scheduled operator permit
category and scheduled operators.

India does not publish annual ac-
cdent totals for the business jet seg-
ment, Without that breakdown, itis
difficult tomeasure charter-specific
risk. The debare defaults to overall
accident counts rather than precise
sk exposure. Viewed in isolation,
the numbers suggest relative stabil-
ity, Most vears sitin single digits, The
peakwas 12in 2022,

However, stability in rawnumbers
risks masking changes elsewhere.

India now operates more than
150 business jets within a broader
general aviation fect of over 400 ir-
craft, whichincludes non-scheduled
charter operators, business jets, hel:

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD

icopters, and training aireraft.

Charter and general aviabion
maovements have increased by ap-
proximately 20% in recent years as
traffic rebounded strongly after the
pandemic. Mare aircraft. More sec-
tors flown. More landings at smaller
airfields.

Kanika Tekriwal, founder and
chief executive of JetSer-
Go, describes the shift as
structural. “The Indian
air charter market is ex-
periencing a significant
transition, witha projected
compound annual growth
rate of 13-15%. Growth is
being driven by rising af-
fluence and a persistent
connectivity gap in Tier-2
and Tier-3 cities,” says Tekriwal.

Growth, demand and speed
Industryexscutives insist the expan-
sion is structural, not speculative.

Bineesh Paul, Director of Char-
ter Flights Aviation, says India has
climbed steadily in global rankings,
“We stand eleventh in the world
today. Three years ago, we were
around 15th, The movement has
been steady, and the shift is clearky
towards developing economes. In
fact, in some respects, we are per-
forming better than China,” says
Paul. He estimates that domestic
private aviation growth has aver-
aged 35% annually in recent years.
“India isone of the biggest potential
markets in the world,” he adds.

Charter Flights operates from a
dedicated terminal ar Hyderabad's
AHL Airport. Efficiency is the sell-
ing point, “All clearances can be
completedinabout fifteen minutes.
From Bengaluru to Mumbai, wecan
reachinroughly one hour” The air-
craft themselves are built for speed.
“Chur jets can fly at speeds of around
4979 lalometres per hour. Commer-
cialairlines typically cruise closer t
640 kilometres per hour”

That time differential is the core
proposibon, Clients are not buying
Iwoury alone; they are buying hours.
The cost reflects that.

A Bengaluru-Mumbai charter
starts atapproximately Rs 4.5 lakh.
Landing charges can exceed Rs |
lakh for under 20 minutes on the

ground, with parking charged sep-
arately. Depending on aircraft type
and distance, one-way charters can
range from Rs 7 lakh to Rs 25 lakh.
Demand, executives say, is pragmat-
1. Time is a searce commodity.

Tekriwal addsa perspective tothe
trend. “Tt is increasingly becoming
functional rather than aspiration-
al. We are seeing a move towards
A more customer-centric model,
where private aviation is utilised as
a‘time machine’ forefMicient, on-de-
mand mobility across the country.”

The Indian air charter market is
experiencing a key shift, with a pro-
jected CAGR of 13-15%. Growth is
being driven by rising affluence and
aservice gap in connectivity to Tier-
2 and Tier-3 cities, she points our.

Yet speed in the air often collides
with constraints on the ground.

Tekriwal points o “limited in-
frastructure at smaller airports,
fragmented ground-handling pro-
cesses, regulatory complexity, anda
shortage of trained crew and main-
tenance, repair and overhaul sup-
port in tier two and tier three cities™,

Paul offers a blunt assessment of
metrocapacity. “Delhiand Mumbai
airports are completely chock-a-
bloek. The number of private jets is
growing in India soday, but parking
space and hangar facilities are lim-
ired," says Paul.

At smaller airstrips, the challeng-
esare more technical.

Rajesh Kumar, Director of Blue-
heights Aviation, notes that many
operate under visual flight rules.
“Turboprop aircraft can operate
from shorter runways, but jets re-
quire more robust infrastructure.
Without proper facilities, growth
will remain constrained,” says Ku-
mar.

Itisclearthatinfrastructure isnot
merely about convenience, itis also
aboutoperational risk. Shorter run-
wavs, limired navigational aids and
congestion all increase complexity.

Financing and regulation

Kumar identifies financing as the
SECTOr's most persistent structural
constraint. “If financial institutions
start supporting us meaningfully, In-
dia can become second only to the
United States in private aviation.

BANGLORE

The demand is certainly there,”
feels Kumar.

BringinganaireraftintoIndiacan
incur freight and associated costs of
approximately Rs 1 crore, Banks re-
main cautious, often treating char
ter aperators as riskier borrowers
than scheduled carriers,

On regulation, however, Kumar
strikes a more balanced tone. “The
DGCA is actually very competent
compared with regulators in many
parts of the world,” Kumar says.

Tndia also prohibits the registra-
tion of aircraft older than 20 vears,
even if they are well-maintained.
Operators emphasise oversight. “All
aircraft are regulnted by the DGCAL
We are under constant scrutiny.
Safetyiznon-negotiable,” Paul says.

Tekriwal emphasises that safety
requirements apply universally.
Airworthiness, crew licensing and
maintenance standards are mandart-
ed, she notes.

Yertransparency remainsthinner
thanin some Western jurisdictions.
India does not rowtinely publish op-
erator-level enforcement statistics
or detailed safety performance data
for charter operators,

Thedecade’s accident data donot
point to systemic failure, Annual to-
tals remain contained. The largest
fatalities in recent years have in-
volved scheduled airlines rather
than private jets. However, the
sector is accelerating—in fleet
size, flight frequency, and eco-
nomic importance,

If expansion continues
at double-digit rates, in-
[rastructure investment,
financing reform and
greater transparcncy will
determine whether pri-
vate aviation matures
into a stable laver of
national transport or
begins to show strain.

The numbers sug-
geststability, The tra-
Jectory sugpests mo-
menmm, Whether
those twolinescontin:
ue to move together will
define what India's private aviation
boom ultimately becomies.

(The writer is a Bengafuri-based
senfor aviation fournalise)

14 FEBRUARY 2026
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Private Aviation in Indian Business jets, also known as corporate or private jets, are
i a key segment of aviation, offering on-demand, premium
Skies: Luxury, Speed & air travel for businesses, HNIs, and governments. India is
Strategic Connectivity ascending fast in this realm, emerging now as South Asia's
largest general aviation market — and growing fast.

WHAT'S DRIVING GROWTH?

[ E1 L%

Destination | Executive ErltHe[ Political B | Medical
weddings & | travel celebrity | ewatuation
mega events tuurnarn:nks travel

Private aviation is no more just indulgence - iU's aboul speed, efficiency,
and access where commercial airlines don’t operate profitably.

TYPES OF PRIVATE AIRCRAFT IN INDIA
P

) FLEET & SCALE" |

COST OF FLYING
PRIVATE IN INDIA®

Ownership Cost

annually
(maintenance,
fuel, crew)

Airbus H160

Rs 1.5lakhto

Rs 20 lakh per hour

(depending on alrcraft

size, range & luxury}
“INDUSTRY ESTIMATES
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DGCA fines Air India for operating
plane without certification

MUMBAI/NEW DELHI, PTI

viationsafetywatchdog
Directorate General of
“ivil Aviation (DGCA)

has imposed a fine of Rs 1
crore on the Tata Group-
owned Air India (Al) for op-
erating an Airbus A320neo
aircraft without the requisite
airworthiness certification on
at least eight routes last year,
according to sources.

The DGCA, on December
2lastyear, said itwas probing
theincident of Air India oper-
ating an A320neo plane with-
out a requisite airworthiness
certification on at least eight

routes. The sources on Friday
said the regulator had slapped
a Rs I-crore fine on Air India
for the violations.

“Air India acknowledges
the receipt of a DGCA order
inrelation to an incident that
wasvoluntarily reported back
in2025.

All identified gaps have
since been satisfactorily ad-
dressed and shared with the
authority,” said the airline in
astatement.

On November 26, 2025, the
airline informed the DGCA
about the flying of the A320
aircraft with the expired air-
worthiness review certificate

(ARC) on eight revenue sec-
tors.

The ARCisissued annually
to an aircraft after a compre-
hensive review of its main-
tenance records, physical
condition and verification of
compliance with all airwor-
thiness standards, It is a val-
idation of an aircraft's main
certificate of airworthiness.

Under the norms, Air In-
dia has been delegated the
powers to issue the ARC for
an aircraft.

Tata Group-owned Air
India previously faced regu-
latory actions for certain vio-
lations as well.
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RESILIENCE OF INDIA INCDEPENDS ON HOW IT RESPONDS TO DISRUPTIONS WITH OPTIONALITY AND RELIABILITY
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Anti-fragility Is About Flexibility, Not Inefficiency: 10C’s Sahney

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Anti-fragility 1s notabout bu-
ilding inefficiencles or excess Inventori-
s to manage market shocks, but about
creating optionality and flexibility, Indi-
an 0il Corporation chairman Arvinder
Singh Sahney said,

Speaking during a session at the sum-
ikt titled ‘15 2026 The Year We Pivol From
EfMciency To Anti-Fragility? on Satur-
day, Sahney and Akasa Alr founder and
CEQ Vinay Dube discussed what anti-fra-
gility means for their respective industei-
es and how they are making their organi
sations resilient

“Our jobas people who are responsible h L
for maintaining the energy lines of a lh s T
country as big as Indiais thathow [ bu- L
ild optionality into the svstems,” Sah- - .
ney said. He cited multiple events in g
recent years—Ifrom the Ukraine war 5
to the Iran conflict and Operation Sin- K%
door—as challenges to the energy sy- ~ —
stem. The test of an anti-fragile system,
he said, lies in how it responds to disrap
tions and how much more robust, flexible

e

and reliable it becomesafter thechalleng e \

es have faded. . —
“The transition in compressed biogas, ethanol, green hydro- “Building in redundancies across multiple levels is what we do,
gen are godsent opportunities for the Indian economy™ and it hinges on extremely strong planning discipline”
ARVINDER SINGH SAHNEY VINAY DUBE

Chairmun, Indian Off Corporation Founderand CEQ, Akasa Air

@ 5UILDING ANTI-FRAGILITY
Diversificationof the coun-

try'senergy sources, includ-
ingcrudeoil, LPGand natural
gas, iscrucial for building
ananti-fragile system

Diversification of energy sources, in-
cludingerude oil, LPG and natural gas, is
crucial for bullding an anti-fragile sy-
stem. “How [ bring oul different sources
so that it gives meafexibility intermsofl
hedging my sources of energy. How [ se-
cure my supply chains, transportation,

the movement of petroleum products
and crude from the sources to Indian sho-
res—that is all [ understand from anti-
fragilitv.” Sahney said, “We have boon
working assiduously on these lines for
building and ensuring that the energy is
affordable and available at all times toall

people,”

[hibe of Akasa Al said bullding redun-
dancies is core to the airline business.
“Whether it's redundancy of capltal, or
whether it's redundancy of people., As
anexample, our ability to respond Lo new
pilot rules allowed us to create and deli-

a ENMERGY TRANSITION

The 20% blending of ethanol
inpetrolis already weighing
ondemand for imported oil
and representsan example
of import substitution

ver network free of cancellations in this
winter,"” he said.

“Building in redundancies across mul-
tiple lovels is what we do, and it hinges
on extremely strong planning discipli-
ne, sensitivity analvsis in our plan-
ning,” he said. “To be able to deliver this
through ups and downs requires culture
building.”

Aculture of safety andservice is impor-
tant, headded. “ButIthinkalittle-known
culture, particularly in aviation, allo-
wingusioreact to the ups and downs that
the world throws at us is this employee-
centric culture,” Dube said. “Because
without an employee-centric culture, vo-
u'll get a robotic response. With an emp-
loyee-centriceulture, you'll get a spirited
response.”

Dubesaid disciplined fleet management
iscritical foranairline. “'We're not oppaor-
tunistic in saying, let's send off or park
these aircraft during down times,"” he sa-
id, “It's with this discipline that allows
voul to be both nimble bt also keeps vou
onthe pathof the chosen strategy,”

DECENTRALISATION OF DECISION-MAKING
Decentralisation of decision-making is
important at Akasa, Dube said. “The

most critical element is to decentralise
the safety decision and do it in a manner
that protects the decision maker and em-
powers that decision maker and makes
them feel free to make that safety call ina
very decentralised manner,” he said.

For Indian Oil, decision-making has to
be both centralised and decentralised
depending on the requirement, Sahnev
said. “The energy sourcing has to be a
contralised function, but at the same ti-
me, disbursement of that energy to the
goneral public has to be decentralised,”
hesaid.

Since Indian Ol serves hundreds of tho-
usands of customers every day, it 1s im-
portant that emplovees are empoweraed 1o
take decisions to meet customer require-
ments, Sahney said.

PURSUIT OF ALTERMATIVE ENERGY

Indian Oil, the nation's largest fossil fuel
refiner and retailer, is seriously commit-
ted to the energy transition, chairman
Sahney said.

“This wave of transition that is coming
up in terms of compressed biogas, etha-
nol, green hydrogen—these are all God-
send opportunities for the Indian econo-
my," Sahney said, citing their potential to
reduce the country's $135 billion annual
oll import bill. Renewable energy, hesaid,
offers immense possibilities and could be
agame-changer for the Indian economy

The 20% blending of ethanol in petrol is
already weighing on demand for impor-
ted oil and represents a live example of
import substitition, he said. Sustainable
aviation fuel is another major opportuni-
ty, and [ndian Oil is ready to meet that de-
mand, he added.

PHOTOS: AMRENDORA & ASHWANI NAGPAL
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food and the middle seat? Theydo

What the travellers
who adore some
COMMOonN ANNoyances
of flying can teach
everyone else

about the power

of changing

one's perspective

ALEXAMDER HATAR V&M

ASSEMGERS DOMN'T HEED
mwuch of 5 remmder that the
pobiden &ge of cohnipercial
aviabion [ well beboimd us.
Climate change hasworsened
snme tymea af torhulence, meal service
Dses v fo thesige of a5 fack box and
ailire=s have crammmaed mseats And don'’
gt Transpartation Secaetary Sean D iy
started an travellen in pajwnas
But nel everyone hates the Lhings
that most of s find unlowalle abott i
travel, Somie flvers beng for turbolkence
thut Beells ke Six Flage ricke s Lhad
Liny plastic dish of Lasagna or hag by
soaknpevery inch of themiddleseat
Strange as it may sem, these nddby
oyl el i svellens siaay have sometllng io
teachthe rest of usabout enduring — and
eyen appredating — the small indigni
ties of trae], i wie shift oor porspoctive
"W all ke our diprty dowi a level
when we baard an sirplane,” sasd Vidki
Menbp, 34, whowrites abeo wine and
travel Drodn Parls and Mew York."And |
thinkthat there'sa litdls bitafhumourio
be found inthat

Middle seats: The zen masters

A you jostle for inches on the shared
armirests, it is hand to imagine that rane
prrsn whn heomes redtod abauat Seats
Bapd E R tarns ool that even the naiddle
seat has deverted fany

“Umpopolar fact, but snmeone needs

Climabe change has worsaned ar turbu lence, measl service has shrunk ba the
size of asnack box and airlines have crammed in seats

to say it. The middle seat on an airplane
is the hest scat” the content croator
losha Whitt wrdbe in a TikTok post L
summer,"It's like a midair cuddle that
you don't deserve, bat you are privileged
tabme "

Oihiers take a more philosophical
view. The act of calmly occupying the
middle seat, they sy, sa Zen: like prac
tice, the nhimate Hfehack, Master the
malchdbe seat amd nothing will masteryou

[amies Cashen, 26, wodks i adveris-
ingand fves in Brookhm. fur his gird

frendmoved to Utak, whichmeans heis
i an alrplne two or three thmes a
rrntta s Hie selindis b Dehig "cheap" o b
oftenendsup n themiddle sat — bt he
doesn'tmind it

H ls secret copin g power s to strileap
ooiversatbuins wilh the passengem who
flank hirm The personin the middle seat
holds swayoverthewiboof the entine mow,
Cashen said Will the three of you zone
it Lo podlcas 6, stevw in silenoe of have a
vy oomversabion?

"Emiwacre the leadeshdprole" Cashen

Turbulence: The thrill seekers

A Captinwarning pasengers ofa
“few bumps shead” over the public
adédress system can elick anxiety for
Ui inany,id snticipation (e dre o,
| asked an airdine pilot what he
theupht drove those wha felt excibed .
“Suime people are soothid by Lhe eig-
ples of lght turbulence” said Patrick
Smith, a commercial pilot who writes
abaurt aviation. "It helpe them sleep.”

Ol course, a pilot would say that.
Tt same Ayers genoinely refish the
turbulence itself

*Ie's funt Fun® said Harshit Raran
wal, 34, a technedogy weeker who [re-
guently posts an secial media about
aviation. "It's the roller coaster feeling
that you feel b the belly when Uhe
planie pres up and down,” saild Baran -
wal, who livesin Mumbai, where mon
snens can make for choppy takeaffs
and landings.

Bl -to -moderate boainps, a nor -
mal part of fhying,are far from the we
bt - and i mre cases, n.:am!.- shak
e Ut b Dedeme tre common i
the skies as the planet warms. That
kind af turbulence, unsurprisi n.;l'p.
does aot lave & discesilble tan base

Tuerbuben oo by nodiffecent from te
motion of a boat rocked hy waves,
suplained Matthew E Cappueci, a
Washlaglon-based nseteonologis,
pourmalist and storm chaserwha hax

advised other midd le-seaters. *You're
theghne

.I‘I.lr':l.i!u.' Toodd: The
single-serving optimists

lmping by soctal media images
beraionaart g prallbid cuits of chibebenor gray
elly mtmeal, passengers den't feel par-
ticu larky hicky;, despig e efforts o percup
thiose meals by people like Anthamy
Wilght dipectoe of desgm and innevation
at LS Sl Chefs whidh says it prochces
24 5 milllion aidine meals porpear

been obsessed with weather since
early chaldhood. "The atmos phe e ina
fhukd " Ca ppuoced said inan interebew,
el an el of 8 Mekd ax a lake or
the ocean” For biim, turbalence (s mot
anuncomfortable experience, bot the
swonul errf phvslczatwrk

Cappuced, lkhe Baramwval, kiows
that hix enthosiaom is oommon

TPeople’staste budschangeintheakr?
Wright sabd. *Theysay that the palam ks
dlulled? B hes Ehan aclding sall and pep
per, he said, chefs hanvee tumeed to spices
influenced by the moismes of conntries
il India and Malaysia

it sorne passengers live aliplaiie
mizals just the way theyare.

Linda € hristiria Karam, 26 a market
ing caecotive wha diwides ber time
Dbetween Leba ok asdd Dubaid, said she
BEked the predictabifity of altine food_In
asociety miffering fromdedislon fatipue,

Several years ago, he recalled, he and
has mother were on a flight that was
r!pmrnrlng severe turbulerce.

Thie aircraft made sverad sharp
s, which thiilled Cappruceh bt ter -
rified his mom. iie tried to calm bher
with a cheerful zcagrse an sclence,
"By moilies takd e o shut up,’ Cap-
pucch sid.

shie findy the Imitted mene ;miorong
The hiph-altitde setting also plays 2
I mabe for Karam *These's somet hing
aboutairplane food that malkes i good]
shegail “You'r onlyevergomg toeat it on
A plane " Karam seoffed at people who
e bt Duoceid e i b feerrm bl Bovasd g
Ing the Bight."That removes the wholes
planc eaperienge; she sid, Heradwicoe for
ampnne hesitantabontt e lsagna, tho tiny
b et o thyosar | psepa lcabd yondal dkit
nermollsworksjurt aswell in other parts of
Tifee"Yowy'we: poet -t st i i1 —NYT
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DGCA slaps Air India
with 1 crore fine

Dhairya Gajara

MUMEA

The Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) levied a fine
of Rsl crore on Alr India for
operating an aircraft without
requisite airworthiness certifi-
cation. The Tata Group-owned
airline voluntarily reported to
the DGCA that one of its
Afrbus A320 Neo aircraft flew
on eight mutes after its air-
worthiness review certificate
(ARC) expired.

The Free Press Journal had
reported on December 2 that
the DGCA was probing an incl-
dent of Air India operating an
A320 Neo aircraft without the
ARC on at least eight routes.

The inguiry was initiated after
the airline informed the mi-
ation regulator on November
26 about the expired ARC.

On  Friday, the DGCA
ordered Air India to pay a fine
of Rsl crore for the vidlations.
Upon enqguiry, Alr India
acknowledged the fine while
adding that the airline had vol-
untarily reported the incident
o DGCA

“All identified gaps have
since  been  satisfactorily
addressed and shared with the
authority. Air India remains
wwavering inits commitment
n maintaining the highest
standards of operational integ-
fty and safety” said an Air
India spokesperson.
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IndiGo
faces fine
in relation

to mput
tax credit

p

NEW DELHI: IndiGo
on Friday said it has been
slapped with a penalty of 13-
tle over Rs 1 27 crore related
to GST input tax credit
(ITC), and that it will chal-
lenge the order.

In a filing to the BSE,
the airlines parent Inter-
Globe Aviation said it has
been denied input tax credit
availed, and has received

demand along with inter-

est and penalty by Office of
the Joint Commissioner of

State Tax, (Appeals) IV Ban-
-IJIE._. Mumbai.

“The company believes
that the order passed by the
authorities is erroneows and
it has a strong case on mer-
its, backed by advice from
external tax advisors it
added.

The fine totalling Rs 1 37
crore is for the July 2017 1o
March 2018 period.

While noting that there
is no significant impact on
financials, the company
also said it would contest
the same before the appro-
priate authority. FI
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‘Imports of aircraft from US likely
to boost tourism & slash air fares’

India would import aircraft, engines & spare parts worth
about 100 billion from the US under interim trade pact

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Commerce and
Industry Minister Pivush Gayal
on Friday expressed hope that
India would import aircraft,
engines and spare parts worth
about $100 billion from the US
under the interim trade pact.

Import of aeroplanes may
help boost tourism, and bring
down airfares, he said.

According to a joint state-
ment issued by both sides on
Saturday on the framework
for the first phase of the bilat-
eral trade agreement, India has
expressed its intention to pur-
chase $500 billion of US energy
products, aircraft and aircraft
parts, precious metals, technol-
ogy products and coking coal
over the next five years.

He also said India needs
coking coal to boost its
steel production and the US
is a major supplier of this
commaodity.

“...with the US, we are hope
ful to get more aeroplanes into
the country, which would be

ood for our tourism, which
would be good for our mobility
and hopefully bring down the
airfares for all of us...It should
open up remote area connec-
tivity into the country,” he said
here at ET Now Global Busi-
ness Summit.

“Very easily | can see before
my eyes, just the aviation sec-
tor, meeting probably a hun-
dred billion dollars of imports

rl.

» ‘Very easily | can see before my eyes, just the aviation
sector, meeting probably a hundred billion dollars of
imports in the next five years,' Goyal said

» He also said India needs coking coal to boost its steel
production & US is a major supplier of this commadity

» The Indian steel sector is targeting to increase production
to about 300 million tonne from current 140 million tonne

Boeing planes, aircraft
engines and spare parts in the
next five years,” he said.

The Indian steel sector is
largetinE to increase produc-
tion to about 300 million tonne
from the current 140 million
tonne.

It will lead to doubling the
requirement of coking coal, he
said.

“We need nothing less than
$30 billion of coking coal. Cur-
rently two countries mainly
supply coking coal. If there’s
more competition and if more

countries come into pl ay and
provide us our needs, will that
not give us better quality, better
pricing?” Goyal said.

Further, he said India’s trade
pacts with the EU and US open
up a market of nearly $55-60
trillion.

Both the EU and US have
high per capita income, he said
adding “does anybody in this
room think that they can com-
pete with India on any prod-
uct”. The minister added that
India has fully protected the
interests of farmers.
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