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BIAL lines up $2 billion
for KIA Tlinfra upgrade
and expansion of T2

Tinmes News Network

Bengaluru: Bengaluru Inter-
national Airport (BIAL) has
lined up a $2-billion outlay to-
wards infrastructure upgrade
at Terminal 1 and is initiating
the second phase of Terminal
F'saxpansion project.

Rao Munukutla, CEO of
Bengaluru Alrport City
(BACL), the operator of
Kempegowda International
Airport, said, “What you see
of T2 is just half of it. There
will be a phase two of T2 ex-
pansion and development of
Tl The design specifica-
tions are being worked out,
and we'll start construction
attheend of the year.”

Munukutla said Ti
constructed several vears
ago, reguires modernisa-
tionof its baggage-handling
system. He indicated plans

KIA TO GET T3?

» CEO of BACL indicates plans
for a future KIA terminal — T3
and says T1 requires upgrade
of baggage-handling system
» Phase 2 of T2 expansion
works likely to start by end

of 2025; design specifications
are being worked out

> BIAL handles 51.5 million
fyers a year and has outlined
plans to expand its capacity to
80 million passengers annually

for a future terminal — T3.

BIAL has outlined ambi-
tious plansaiming toexpand
its capacity to 80 million
passengers annually BIAL
is the third-largest airport
in India and the largest in
South India, with a passeng-
er handling capacity of 5.5
million a year,

P Air traffic share, P 17

BIAL aims to raise its int’l
air traffic share to 25%

» Continued from page 1

crease  international

traffic from the current
15% and to reach 25% once it
becomes a hub for southern
India.

Recently, Canadian billio-
naire Prem Watsa's Fairfax
India acquired an additional
10" stake in Bangalore Inter-
national Airport (BIAL) from
Siemens Project Ventures,
The transaction, valued at
$2556 million, will increase its
ownership to 74% in the air
port venture,

The stakes held by Air-
ports Authority of India
(AADand Karnataka State In-

r l The airport’s aim is to in-

dustrial and Infrastructure
Development  Corporation
(KSIIDC) in BIAL continue to
bemaintained at 13% each.

Last year, Fairfax ac-
quired a 7% stake for %175
million, increasing its stake
to 64%. BIAL, under a con-
cession agreement with the
govtuntil 2068, has exclusive
rights to carry out develop-
ment, design, financing,
construction, commission.
ing, maintenance, oper-
ation, and management of
the Kempegowda Interna-
tional Alirport Bengaluru
(KIAB) through a public-pri-
vate parinership (PFP). BI-
AL clocked $305 million in
revenues last year
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Navi Mumbai airport
in talks with DHL,
FedEx for cargo hub

Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Navi Mumbai airportis in discussions
with DHL Aviation and FedEx for de-
velopment of a cargo hub.

The airport, which is set to open
for passenger operations from May, is
banking on its locational advantage
(proximity to the Jawaharlal Nehru
Port) to attract top cargo airlines.
Availability of slots will be another as-
set at the airport.

AN ASSET

A cargo hub will facilitate point-to-
point transport and also transship-
ment of goods from both within India
and overseas, and space has also been
earmarked for a dedicated cargo ter-
minal in the airport master plan.

The airport will have the ability to
handle 2.6 million metric tonnes of
cargo per year. As per its master plan,
29 hectares are being allocated for the
cargo area, including 10 freighter
stands and a fully automated ter-
minal, among others.

While domestic cargo operations
will begin along with passenger
flights, international cargo move-
ments will commence at a later date.

FedEx said it is actively working to
establish an international cargo hub
in India that will enhance connectiv-
ity, facilitate faster goods movement
and support the growing trade
ecosystem.

“The planned India hub will enable
efficient movement of goods across
South Asia, Europe and the US. By
fostering stronger links between In-
dia and key global markets, the hub
underscores our commitment to
driving economic growth and em-
powering businesses with smarter
and more efficient logistics,” the
company said.
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Rebels claim
seizing 2nd
airport in east
Congo

GOMA: Rwanda-backed reb-
els in eastern Congo claimed
Friday that they have seized a
second @ifpert in the region
following 4 days-long advance
towards the Kavumu airporl,
which serves the South Kivu
province.

It could not immediately
confirmed if the Kavumu
national airport was under the
control of the M23 rebels or
government forces.

Government officials and
civil society leaders did not
immediately comment.

Locals said on Friday morn-
ing that the rebels were a few
kilometres away from the air-
port, a strategic spot for the
Congolese military in their
figrht with the rebels.

The Kavumu airport
became a target after the M23
rebels seized Goma, includ-
ing the international airport
there, in late January. Goma
is the region’s largest city and
the dr\'ﬂupmrntbwas a :]'l'm;ur
escalation of the yearslong
fighting with Congolese forees
in the region. HGENCIES
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Air India rejigs
overseas network,
drops two routes

—
Our Bureau
Mumbai

Air India is restructuring its
international network as it
begins retrofitting its legacy
Boeing 787 fleet this
summer.

The airline said on
Thursday that it will sus-
pend its Mumbai-Mel-
bourne and Kochi-London
flights from March 30.

INCOMING UPGRADES
Frequency is being in-
creased on routes from
Delhi to London, Zurich, Vi-
enna, Seoul, Hong Kong and
Nairobi. Flights from Amrit-
sar and Ahmedabad are also
being added to London
Gatwick Airport.

“The modernisation of
the airline’s narrow-body
aircraft is progressing well
and will complete in
mid-2025. The first of the
legacy widebodies, a Boeing
787, will commence retrofit
of new seats and entertain-
ment systems in April and
re-enter service in October.

Thereafter, two-three
B787s will be inducted per
month until all 27 legacy air-
craft have been upgraded,”
Air India said in a statement.

Air India said it will with-
draw flights on two routes
as the retrofit will tempor-
arily reduce its fleet
strength.
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B'luru’s air taxi grabs heed at
Invest Karnataka-2025 summit

NT Correspondent
BENGALURL

Sarla  Aviation’s  futuris-
tic looking air taxi may
have been drowned in a
sea of aircraft at the Aero
Show, but at Invest Karna-
taka-2025 summit, the pro-
totype ‘Shunyva' clearly is
the star, with people milling
around it for more informa-
tion and selfies.

Noteven halfway through
day two of the much-await-
ed event of Bengaluru,
Dinesh, one of the found-
ers of Sarla Aviation, was
nursing a sore throat after
answering a barrage of
guestions from curious on-
lookers.

"I ran out of cards too”
Dinesh told PTL

Incidentally, when the
news of the air taxi hit the
rown in October last vear,
it became the subject of
'Peak Bengalury' memes as
it was announced that atrip
to airport from Electronic
City will only take 19 min-
utes and Rs 900. By road,
on a good day, it would take
about two hours. The pric-
ing too sounded unbeliew

able to many Bengalureans
who had toshell cut at least
Rs 1,000 for a trip to airport
by cab:

Dinesh said the company
is vet to get clearance from
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA),

"Once that is done, we
could commission the two
aircraft in our fleet immedi-
ately,” he said.

He estimated that it would
require about 18 months to
get the clearances in place.

The unmanned aircraft
is expected to ferrv six
passengers at a time, said
Dinesh, adding that it can
carry a maximum load of
880 kg with speeds reach-
ing up to 250 km/hour It
requires only a cleared area
of 2000 sq ft to land or take
off, he said.
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DGCA imposed %30 lakh fine
on Al Express in Dec 2024

PTI

HEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Awiation imposed a
financial penalty of Rs 30 lakh
in December last year on Air
India Express for installing
and operating a Boeing air
craft with an external livery
without  its  permission,
Parliament was informed on
Thursday.

Ina written reply to the Lok
Sabha, Minister for State for
Civil Aviaton Murlidhar
Maohol said the violations of
safety norms by the airlines
are monitored by the DGCA
and based on the severity of
the wiclation, actions are
taken,

He also said the DGCA
carries out surveillance/audits
at regular intervals vide pub-

- T ‘
¥ Erfiles ¢
s
lished Annual Surveillance
Programme (ASP) on needs
basis to ensure that continued
compliance is maintained by
airlines.

Violations to the extant
rules and regulationsaredealt
as per enforcement policy
and procedure manual and
enforcement  actions  as
deemed fit are taken by
DGCA, he added.

According to the data
shared as part of the written
reply, a total of 23 enforce-
ment actions were taken by
three directorates under the
DGCA in 2024,
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IndiGo, Air India bet big on loyalty flyers

Daanish Anand

daanish.anand@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: [ndia's two largest
airlines IndiGo and Air India,
which dominate the near-duop-
oly in domestic skies, are ramp-
ing up their frequent {lyer pro-
grammes to gradually build
another potential revenue-gen-
eration source in a cut-throat
market.

Budget carrier IndiGo, oper-
ated by InterGlobe Aviation Ltd,
in October reached the mile-
stone of one million loyalty fly-
ers under IndiGo BluChip plan.
Tata Group-owned Air India
Group's loyalty membership,
Maharaja Club, has surged
threefold to about 10 million
since it completed merger with
Vistara in November last year.

“With flying population of
India rising, everyone is a poten-
tial customer.” <aid Aiav

AirIndia Group’s loyalty membership, Maharaja Club, has
surged threefold to about 10 million post Vistara merger.

Awtaney, founder of Live From
A Lounge, which tracks the avia-
tion sector and frequent flyer
programmes (FFPs). “Thereis a
huge opportunity in the market,
with a potential of 30-40 million
members in the next three to five
years.” About 161.3 million Indi-
ans travelled by air in 2024 in the

MINT

world's third-largest aviation
market, according to data by
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion. Ratings firm Icra Ltd esti-
mates it to grow 7-10% in the
upcoming fiscal, riding on
higher incomes and deeper pen-
etration. But it's also tough to
make monev ferrvine air nassen-

gers in the country with among
the highest tax on aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF), which accounts
for 30-40% of an airline’s cost.

In 2024, IndiGo had a market
share of 60.5% with 99.9 million
passengers, while Air India
group carried 45.8 million flyers.

“The IndiGo BluChip pro-
gramme has received an
extremely positive response,
with over one million members
enrolling within the first three
months of its launch (in Octo-
ber),” said a spokesperson for
IndiGo. Nipun Aggarwal, chief
commercial officer of Air India,
said in a 10 January media inter-
action that the enrolment rate
under the carrier FFP has
jumped from almost 30,000 a
month to about 150,000 a
month.

Airlines globally offer FFPs in
an attempt to retain and grow
passencer base The rewards

range from seat upgrades and
lounge access to free fight tick-
ets. These points can also be
redeemed at hotels, restaurants
and clothing brands. Airlines sell
these points to credit card pro-
viders, allowing their customers
to earn miles by not just flying
but also on household pur-
chases. Some airlines even offer
co-branded cards. Loyalty plans
are a substantial source of reve-
nue for larger overseas carriers.

By value, US' Delta Airlines
SkyMiles is the biggest at $27 bil-
lion. By members, American
Airlines ‘AAdvantage Program’
is the largest with more than
loyal flyers. There is no official
or analyst estimates available for
the valuation of Air India or
IndiGo’s FFPs. However, when
Jet Airways was grounded, its
frequent flyer programme with
about 10 million members was
valued at 1 12 billion



;-J.IF?f"-‘ JRTS

AUTHORITY OF

Corporate Communications Directorate

INLDILA

MINT

DELHI

15 FEBRUARY 2025

IndiGo, Air India nheed more
than loyalty push to catchup

Lovalty plans are a substantial source of revenue lor larger overseas carriers
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rewwimils rmgp fronm sesl ugagrandes aned
losuage s bo fes fighd tickiels, These:
oinkscan ko be redeemed at botels,
restinranmls and clothing brands. Adr-

B sl s pesirats by creait cand prro-
vidlers, albvndng their cost omersineam
mibes by nud just v bul abso o
hometinld purchases. Some aidines
even alfer co-branded cands Losally
planes area skt Bl sovree of revene
foir largeer oveness cartiers

By value, U5 Deha Airkimes SkyAdiles
e biciesd 2 53T il By inembers,
American Aifines "AAdvantage Pro
sy’ s U borgesd wiith msre Chan loyal
Byvers. There isnoolfidal oransdyst osli
nsike avaibabee for the valuation of Alr
Tl o T Gios FFTS. Miesverver, when
Jet Abrwanys was grounced, its fneguaceil
fyer programime with alwoal 10 million
nitmbersowis vikuedd a0 SLLEL billion.

“Theere i o camparison with Revigm
air s s foreie abrines b o
revenie [mm FFP alone than sme
Nimeliam airlivies, ™ seeied Sanjay Lasr, chiel’
enecutive of Aviabet Consobanls, a
Mhprmbad-lased aviation oonsullanmcy.
“Far comnlest, Uhe Dt FRF abooe Basa
tumoyer o mune than 58 billion per
v, wheneas Sowth Wesd's FFI® pels il
chimer 10 550 hillioe, which i= 22 4% alis
bl revense”

Dwuring the prusdemic, the lop thres
Arericin aidines, Dedta, American Akr-
Enes an ol Uniten] Adrlines, e 520 bil
Bom base] oo ihe valistion of their b
alky programimes.

To be saire, liwlio reported 3 1%
oi-Vear s in meven of X2
e i FY 2, Adr Toufia pesbesd aconsaod
hilatenl annisal operating revenae ol
1EL3GET crome, up 2+5%

Frarumiexteamlod wersion of tae story, go
do Ivermind costn.
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Boeing, HPCL.
join hands for
sustainable
aviation fuel
ecosystem

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAF: US-based afrcraft
maker Boeing on Friday said
1t has partnered with Hindu-
stan Petroleum Corporation
Lid (HPCL) for a sustatnable
aviation fuel (SAF) ecosystem
in the country.

As of this ner-
ship, I:]'brFE::‘n cumpml::'::lﬁ will
explore opporiunities 1o scale
SAF production in the domestic
muarket, support the certifica-
tion of domestically produced
SAF, and advocate for policies
1o develop a robust SAF eco-
system in the country, Boeing
sald In a statement,

According to global airdines
body International Adr Trans-
port Association (IATA), India
has the potential to be a key
an.{:.bcrr‘uf SAF by u*;llislt?;g

its ethanol supplies and svail-
abitity of Lipids feedstocks ke
nan-edible industrial oils. IATA
represents around 340 airines,
incuding Indian carriers that
account for more than B0

cent of the global air tnﬂg?_
With decarbonisation in focus,
cll'um.n.n:heir‘lfrrwlc tos redhice
emissions and over the years,
Indian carriers have operated
some flights with a blend of
SAF traditional aviation
turbine fuel HPCL, accord-
i to the statement. isactively
working tocommercialise SAF
with a strong emphasts on its
development and production.

One of these mitiatives
L& the HP Green R&D Cen-
tre. which has pioneered and
patented is proprietary Trijed
technology for comert ing used
coaking ol into SAF, it stated

Through research and
inngwvatiom, HPCL continues to
drive advancements in sustain-
able energy solubiong, plaving a
pivolal mle in the global transi-
ton loward a more sustainahle
aviation industry, according to
the statement.

Boeing said it will also cal-
labarate with HPCL to imple-
menl sustainability standards
and practices across the entine
SAF supply chain, explose
opportunities for training pro-
grammes, and share leading
practices with SAE



AIRPORTS AUT HGPI I’Y C}IF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RASHTRIYA SAHARA DELHI 15 FEBRUARY 2025

va< sfEar vaavs

& ddfea 2 I
wHife | T e e
TRTEA o ‘Geieied © 9ol i
i 1w, T TR 5 1490
TH A gFT | T U
TS 1 AR S9EE
TRy T S AT,
FOF T AH TIH IF
T TFA S | T8 T 16 T
2025 7% %l T 9ie] 35H g
& P #, 2k 7 25 wad
# 20 fimEt 2025 % M F =
Tl & | U Siea v | [
R FEE TR e
ot 1340 94 | gEEH T
st B WEeTE | T,
T [ T daEEE W
I T B, W o o 9
TN o WA Fm TR |
T S, T34 T 10
el st S-S AW T 25
iR =1 e S 9 R T
-3 T 25 v g
o 2 |



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA CHENNAT 14 FEBRUARY 2025

Al Express’s
Hindon-Trichy
flights soon

Times News NETwork

Trichy: Air India Ex-
press will launch a new
flight from Hindon (near
New Delhi) to Trichy In-
ternational Alrport,
with a halt in Chennai,
starting March 22,

The flight will depart
from Hindon at 3:20pm
and arrive in Trichy at
T:45pm, with no aircraft
change in Chennai.

Passengers travelling
only to Chennai will dis-
embark. while those con-
tinuing to Trichy will re-
mainon board.

This mnew service
comes in respense to
long-standing demands
for better connectivity
between New Delhi and
Trichy.

The one-way flight is
expected to benefit trav-
ellers., including busi-
ness professionals and
tourists.

“Previously, we had to
book separate flights via
Chennai. This new con-
nection will make travel
more convenient, espe-
cially for those heading
to Jammu and Kashmir
as Hindon is connected
withJammu,"said Surya
Narayanan, a Trichy na-.
tive and research scholar
atlIT Jammu,

Meanwhile, Peramba-
lur MP Arun Nehru has
urged Air India Express
to add more domestic
flights linking Trichy
with major airports like
New Delhi, Mumbai. and
Kozhikode,

After meeting Shashi
Chetia, vice-president of
Network Planning and
Alliancesat AirIndia Ex-
press, the MP also called
forstrongerconnectivity
toSingaporeand the Mid-
dle East, alongside push-
ing for Delhi-Trichy
flights,



	TOI-BAN-14 FEB.jpg
	BL DL 15FEB2025.jpg
	DBU DL 15FEB2025.JPG
	DJ DL 15FEB2025.jpg
	HH DL 15FEB2025.JPG
	MP DL 15FEB2025.JPG
	RP-JAI-14 FEB.JPG
	RS DL 15FEB2025.JPG
	BL DL 14FEB2025A.jpg
	DJ-KAN-14 FEB.JPG
	FPJ-MUM- 14 FEB.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-14 FEB.JPG
	HH DL 15FEB2025.JPG
	HT DL 15FEB2025.jpg
	MINT DL 15FEB2025.JPG
	MP DL 15FEB2025.jpg
	RS DL 15FEB2025.JPG
	TOI-CH-14 FEB.JPG

