AN

R fAaEaTs uifdsso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA,

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA

15 JANUARY 2026

HERIT 2041 @R & fore ot 74, Atz & sftefal 3 & et

4 ooo%&émﬁmﬁmmaammﬂﬁa

T TATET B

et SmEn mEn ke
(=) F A aEE g W
farm =1 2w 7% feu 99
¥ WEEE 2041 W F
fredfmascimerat
ot WETEEE F MR W
4,000 BFTT H TTRHE A
He et fe o =i
# it o Sl e e
WY TR WIEERT W OE
e i ofiee & = 9
& e o fe el Fre
9 (E FIRN W

miterT & il &
et 9 S e R
mitrer f off 1 aneh s

HrwsT Tavaie @ "l FAtaetact ¢ st T e
W T O T e 5 B 9 T 51 few o A ameny o
27 ¥ AT 0T T 5 B e g e ay
ST R A e w R sy el EE g el
# i 4 3T T AT AW FFERIT BTG - 3E
T T, FE- TG T AR & S 0 T
7Y 33 % qE EA

A £ =R vl w5 S
F e Tl el 1 R s
fasfoe =t fEam  =mom
A -3 w1 st
off = Frepfira Y smdddt ) i
AT WAE] w9
v Hrenfrer e smm #
T &) T T W v
deifrs oo F ®g T

UEEY  UEiEuEE
muﬁmaﬁtnﬁrﬁ mm%wfﬁw

TR i wrEeh & it

wﬂﬂmmﬁ?{ﬂ
it e T 2 #fE i
#ﬂ!ﬁqﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ{'@‘#

afprafeyea g fay |
HEE TE ol

fadm s & seA &
& A et faede
fordirerdt it 78 &1 TR
o oft s=f T TOeEm

fawfos =" F aEmn
AT wETE R W W
fFal = S| 5 TeEE o
= ¥ ot Au wEw aim



_ AN

WO fAa=9a= uifSrsor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA

DELHI

15 JANUARY 2026

4000 TIRIX H TET FTERH 376 Hel

HETGITAT 2041 §717 & o7 g1 73, st & iftreRal 3 & sert
Sger Taure 3§ dieh safacfach

e HreEn T Wi (4 &
T @A #er  faem 1 e
W& fFu = & s 2041 w9H
¥ fow 4= 5 o T = A 2 5
WETETEAl % AT T 4000 Faew |
Frery 2R Ho el B s
wig & wEE § S SeEe A
w1 3T Wi 1 HJ ) e i
g % &2 | 5 =0 5 &
i T T 9E T o
wfigwm F afemfal F gafs
= s favm e | e g o
TS ey frm i mEw g
A= T mE § O 5w
of | 5 T ¥ o F o1 St
A %1 Forerd | e & e
T w9 & oy e wd f o
FEd AwAE HEAm SR s
UERTEE F AW A e A
T & TiET O H I A
w2 1 wnftrer e v 2 1 2fitm A i
15 FTEE § AiF TEE WY TIE

Rl | 78 09 e &0
o fiF 21 aEE IeT 3

Toicy 3 # 38 I oY

e
e eERue A 2l | 3HE

foe Sl g3 Sead @ Wot JUR $1 $cc e B 29|
0 A TauEd @ 9 T s dex 53 S| bR
EIRY IRRI-3(cTG T ATHE, Sel-Au AL Toranl &
Fera T JaEl-EE 33 A 5[5 g3 2

o IR0 B D I I & mufrea

AR A
g3 212y

£ T8l Dits R, 544 Wic, 8on

TR e
o Bt

HO | JEAE A gfes O
T T W "R ¥ ¥ Ao
EFifoen Pt e w8 A
wifersy it sl & foro 9wl T &
i yEz Refan s Ro s
ST W-STam R Hufeen o TR

-3 JE ) ggral f&a S god &
I & &9 iy & forTal A wEwEg a5
g

| 39D

Al

3R s

L5 (R
MWmﬂﬁ%ﬁM1m
aed & e g1 o g # s 2

i &1 v T w1 wE sifien
e ¥ w0 o fwfom e e
W weE w@ f g o
T TE e O AR & i AU



_ AN

HIag fau=aas uiftresvon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA

DELHI

15 JANUARY 2026

HiweT Taure i fooei-Hag ey
¥ Tred & foru s denfeues Al

e fodt 1 Ay e g
qEE 1 faon-Hag uaae-4
Hferd s 19 F o &
wre e el | g5 Mavas
TR F Fere) Ma § wfEmm
HIeTET A T A HP T AT
T E-TH A S
SR favr it o = Frie
fFam 21

e favrer i 67 3 =
fir A= sarredg T g
A & A Whes TeauE-a o
HerEEl g6 A0 T A 6l
wififiem 2ama T2 R &
wifviftar Tame | Froes & oo d
3 =fCAm & Wi W e T
FAfRfadt | FTe wewh 1 e

fiaertt | T wEewEE i afaftae

FAREE 31 % A e
& Ta Feta 9 B g0 e &
U9 HeA2] o =il q40 fawad
=1 =1 2139 T " e F
HIAST a1 E SE | e
TR |

T HIY # AT % e
A (Sl A J W e

Al o UTHoT &
1 G &y fgerm
e fama = ge-feeei
THFETHE H AUE] HaeE
TATIE 1 SIS aed Weaiad 7w
UH 9% ATHIE & &9 T
wrem frie e frdmm &
EUER I v il it e
B U= SiEA 9 e
A 7 S e | el
% IIE F T E g EEn
aammmﬁnmmﬁ
T FeigIel | W
¥4 T g TR F T A
el Al w1 o feaewfam e o
T 29 A0 1 W | '@
IS 3iETE @ feen 9 7
10 FZ 1 T I =T
o = ™ B | TR A0 e
=g e w1 U Eftan T
E G

vefes @i &) i s TR A
HENTHA &1 T59e) 5 SHEE &
e 6 FE 390 @ T M =
%, foaw 21



Corporate Communications Directorate

DELHI

BUSINESS LINE 15 JANUARY 2026

Telcos urge TRAI to intervene
in Navi Mumbai airport issue

—
5 Ronendra Singh
bditwy Datlha

Following an appeal o the
Centre, relecom service pro-
viders (TSPg) have now
sought the Telecom Regulat-
ory Authority of I[ndi's
(TRAI) Intervention in the
ongolng lssue of not being
able 1o provide connectiviry
ar the MNavi Mumbal Interna-

tional Alrport Limized
[ MMIALT
In December 2025, the

Cellular Operators Associ-
atbon of India (COALY, which
represents T5Ps guch as
Bharri  Adrtel, Rellance Jio
and Viodsfone-1dew, had writ-
ten to the Department of
Telecommunications al-
leging thar NMIAL had
dented right of way (RoW)
permigsions o them to in-
szall thelr 40350 equipment.
This, they said, was leading
to poor connectiviey, push-
ing a monopoliste model

The teleos are
asking TRAI to
examine the
conduct of NMIAL
and lay down a
cost-based pricing
framework

with high fees for shared in-
frastructuse, blocking basic
nerwork deployment as per
the new Telecom Act.

PRICE CEILINGS

In thelr latest communica-
don o TRAL the telos
asked the regularor to exam-
me the conduct of Navi
Mumbal Intemnationmal Ale-
part and lay dowm and en-
force a cost-based pricing
framework and appropreate
price ceilings for in-buoilding
welecom  infrastructure In
situations where a gingle en-
Try exercises monopoly con-
trol over access at public of

capaive locations, swch as alr-
ports, metro sations and
similar pablic premises.

STRUCTURAL ISSUE
“TRAl's intervention Is es-
senmial w address this emer-
ging structural issue, which,
if left unregulated, has the
potential 10 be replicated
across varous public places/
infrastructure projects,
thereby undermining com-
petition and consumer ex-
perience,” sources oold busi-
nessiing quoting SP Kochhar,
Director General, DOAL

The Industry has also
asked THAI to recommend
appropriate directions to en-
sure that public entities
grant RoW permissions to li-
censad TSPs on a non-dis-
criminatory basls, or altern-
atively, that any shared
infrastrucmere mandsted in
such locations Is provided
strictly on regulated, trans-
parent and cost-oriented
TS,
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Steady decline in criminal cases
at airport police station

Passengers
reluctant to pursue
cases despite
seeking help: Police

v

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

r I Yhe Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport police
station registered only

61 criminal cases in 2025,

a consistent year-on-year

decrease since 2023.

As per data shared by the
police, case registrations have
seen a slow decline in the past
three years. Compared to the
6l cases in 2025, 2024 saw 77
cases and 2023 saw 89.

Officials attribute the de-
crease to growing hesitation
among passengers to lodge
FIRs.

“As itis a travelling crowd,
people thinkitisa hassle to get
imvolvedinacaseregistered at
theairport policestation. Even

Bengaluru residents shy away
from it as they don't want to
keep travelling down to the
airport. While we get lots of
complaints, most passengers
ask for our help, bur refuse
to file a case,” a senior police
official told DH.

Of the 61 cases in 2025,
criminal intimidation ranked
the highest, at 12, followed by
nine theft cases, eight forgery
cases, and seven cases of hurt.

“Cases on criminal intim-
idation are spread across a
broad spectrum — between
passengers, passengers and
airport staff, taxi drivers and
passengers, and also among
taxi drivers,” the official
explained.

The past year, in particular,
saw a steady flow of illegal im-

SENIOR POLICE OFFICIAL

As it is a travelling crowd, people think it is a hassle
to get involved in a case registered at the airport

police station. Even Bengaluru residents shy away from it
as they don't want to keep travelling down to the airport.
While we get lots of complaints, most passengers ask for
our help, but refuse to file a case.

migration-related cases, he
added.

“We saw several cases of
illegal immigration [rom
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Nepal. We've registered cas-
es against illegal immigrants
from Sri Lanka and Nepal,
either for forgery or under
the Passports Act. Due to the
sheer number of Bangladeshi
immigrants, we don't file a
case; instead, we send them to
thedetention centre, and then
theyaredirectly deported,”he
elaborated.

The past year saw four
cases registered under the
Passports Act, 1967.

While the first case regis-
tered at the airport in 2025
wasrelatedtoapassengerwho
stole two luxurywatches from

the Duty Free section before
flying to Brazil, the year ended
withacopyright case—two fly-
ers who flew in from Cambo-
diawith counterfeit cigarettes.

The past year also saw four
missing person cases and two
cases of offenceagainst a pub-
lic servant. Apart from these,
the airport also saw one case
each of molestation, wrongful
restraint and confinement,
death due to negligence,
cheating, poisoning, arms
possession, criminal tres-
pass, and sexual intercourse
byemploying deceitful means,
among others.

Ground staff at the airport
said a major chunk of fights
which break out on theairport
premises can be attributed to
drunk passengers.
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COMDUCT CHECK Asks regulator to examine
‘monapolistic in-building arrangement’

Telcos Turnto Traion
Connectivity Issue at
Navi Mumbai Airport
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Airport connectivity row: Telcos urge Trai to step in

Jatin Grover

jatin.grover@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The Cellular Oper-
ators Association of India
(COAI), which represents
major telecom firms, has
approached the telecom regu-
lator, seeking a cap on charges
for in-building mobile network
infrastructure at public places
such as airports. This comes
amid a standoff over providing
connectivity at the newly
opened Navi Mumbai Interna-

tional Airport (NMIA).

The association has urged
the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) to
examine the conduct of the air-
port, operated by the Adani
Group, in denying telcos right-
of-way (RoW) permissions to
lay telecom infrastructure, and
creating an exclusive, monopo-
listic in-building telecom
arrangement at a public air-
port.

The issue is significant as
travellers have been complain-

ing about the lack of cellular
connectivity at the Navi Mum-
bai airport, which began com-
mercial operations on Decem-
ber 25. The reason for no con-
nectivity at the airport is the
absence of an agreement
between the airport and tele-
com operators. The two sides
have not been able to agree on
commercial terms for this.

In a statement on Wednes-
day, an NMIA spokesperson
said, “Globally, most airports
adopt a single, neutral-host tel-

ecom infrastructure to ensure
uniform coverage, safety and
operational efficiency. In line
with this globally accepted
practice, Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Pvt. Ltd (NMIAL)
is following the established
framework adopted at major
Indian airports”. The airport
operator said the pricing for
neutral-host in-building solu-
tion services at NMIAL is
aligned with the rates already
established and implemented
at other airports run in public-

private partnership.

S.P. Kochhar, director gen-
eral of COAIL, wrote in a letter
dated January 13 to Trai chair-
man Anil Lahoti, “This
arrangement has resulted ina
clear market failure. NMIAL/
IBS operator, though licensed
only as a VNO (virtual network
operator), has assumed control
over an essential facility,
namely in-building access
infrastructure within a public
airport, thereby creating a
monopolistic bottleneck.”
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HOW IT SIMPLIFIES
TRAVEL FOR
INDIANS

@ Indians can book flights
connecting via Germany
without needing a
separate transit
document.

@ Airlines flying through
German airports may find
new routing and
scheduling flexibility,
potentially offering more
flight options to and from
India.

@ This is expected to reduce
both time and expense,
cutting transit friction for
business travellers,
exporters, and leisure
tourists alike.

@ This gesture may
encourage other European
hubs to streamiine transit
rules for indian passport
holders as well.

PATNA

14 JANUARY 2026
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airport transit for Indian
passport holders

announced on

i llor
nday during German (_ham:e
:::'?edri:h Merz's India visit, means for

Here's what the new rule,

Indian travellers flying via Germany

WHAT IS THE NEW RULE?

The change means Indian travellers transiting
through major German hubs such as Frankfurt,
Munich or Berlin no longer need to secure a
Schengen Type A' transit visa when stopping
there en route. Travellers must stay within the
| AT ¥ intermational transit zone and depart on their

. e ', . onward flight within 24 hours. However, if they
o ;"' leave the airport's International Transit Area, a
” valid visa will still be required. The travel agents
I and airlines are still awaiting the official date of
’ﬁ?s}?& implementation of this new rule.

—

—

WHAT WAS IT LIKE
BEFORE?

Previously, Indians connecting
through Germany to
destinations in the Americas,
Africa, or elsewhere had to
plan extra time for visa
processing even for short
layovers, which could take
several days and incur
additional costs, even if they
didn't enter Germany or the
wider Schengen Area_

TIP: For travellers who still
need to determine whether
their itinerary triggersa
Schengen C visa orwho
may require additional
permits for their onward
destinations, itis advised
to do a thorough research
before booking any tickets,
wellin advance.
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Airport connectivity row:
Telcos urge Traitostepin
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‘Malaysia Airlines is associate sponsor,
global airline partner for Mumbai Indians

3
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Malsyels Alrdines has signed
up :.'%Iﬂl. the Indian J’mbujt::r
Lexgue franchise Mumbai
Indians &5 associate spomsor
and global sirline pastner. [n-
dia is a core growth market
for Malaysia Airlines, which
hopes 1o decpen irs presence
here withthe partnership.
“Our confidence in the [n-
dian marker is underpinned
by strong performance. Lo
2025, India recorded a ro-
st 12 per cent year-od-year
growth in overall passensper
numbers, with the preminm
passenger load factor in-
creasing 4 per cent y-o-y.
Revenwe from the reglon
also rose, reflecting sus-
tained demand and the
strength of our strategic net-
work. India remalns one of
our core growth markets,”
said Captain [zham lamail,

Mumbai Indians team coach Mahela lawardene (left), Group
MD of MAG Datuk Captain izham Ismail (centre) and former
cricketer Harbhajan Singh {right) during the annowncement of

the partnership e

Group Managing Director of
Malaysia Aviation Group
(MAL), which runs Malaysia
Alrfineg, after the signing ce-
remony hese on Wednesday.

With this de-up, the car-
rier hopes to promote Malay-
ks a5 & destination smong
Indian ravellers. It operates
B0 weekly filghts to 10 Indian
cities.

Lagt vear, Malaysis over-
ook Thailand as the most
visived destination In Sowth-
East Agls, weloomilng over 38
e llEon powrksts.

Indian foorfalls have also
been strong, with over 13
e llkon arrivals in the first 10
months of 2025, Malavsia
Alrlines also sponsors foot-
ball agsociarions in Malaysia,
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Snag hits
Alasa Air
flight to B’luru

Akasa Air deplaned pas-
sengers from a
Bengaluru-bound flight at
Pure airport on Tuesday
due to a technicel glitch in
the Boeing 737 MAX air-
craft, according to a
source, The passengers
were seated in the Boeing
737 MAX aircraft for nearly
one-and-a-haff hours
before they were
deplaned, one of the pas-
sengers whowas an the
flight told PTI.
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IndiGo F!i-g-ht ets
delayed by 3 hrs,

passengers protest
NEW DELHI: An IndiGo
flight from Mumbai to
Krabi was delayed for
three hours on
Wednesday leaving the
passengers angry. Ina
video posed online,
showed the passengers
abusing and yelling at
the cabin crew.

IndiGo did not
comment on the
incident.

According to a
Mumbai airport official,
the flight was initially
delayed due to late
arrival of incoming
aircraft. “The incoming
aircraft was arriving
from the Middle East
but was delayed. Once it
arrived, the operating
cockpit crew exhausted
its FOTL (flight duty
time limitation) leading
to further delay,” the
official said.
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Airlines like IndiGo should follow Ryanairs flight path

RAHUL JACOB

is a former Financial Times
foresgn correspondent

ew industries anyvwhere in the world

suffered the reputational damage that

Indlia’s aivlines did in 2025, As the
industry lookstoreset, there is no betior role
midel than Ryanair, the European low-cost
carrier that is the most efficlent and profita-
ble airline in the world. Its profit-afier-tax
margin forthesiv months ended 30 Septem-
ber was 25.9%, well ahead of Emi rtes' 15.0%,
Moreover, it flies four times as many passen-
pors as Emirates does.

Ryanair's strength is its operational efli-
ciency. Having learnt its business model
from the US budget carrier Southwest Air-
lines more than three decades ago, the
Dublin-headguartered airline has takenits
obsession with lowering costs to new levels.
Asits CEO, Michael O Leary, told the Frean-
ciad Timey last week, "IF 1 could get rid of
everyone's bags, I'd have a auch bettor air-
line,” Introducing bagmge fees for everyone
whoechecks-in luggage not only reduced the
share of passengers checking bags in from
80% to 20%, it speeded ap aircraft turn-

around Hmeal airports, now just 25 minutes,
Fvanair charges people whodon't check-in
online and doesn’t offer refunds on tickets
bought. There are listiclesonline of 0 Leiry
quotesand this isa legendary one: *You're
not getting arefund so [feep] off, Wedon't
wanl 1o hear vour sob stories.”

The most revolutionary of the maxims
Byanair lives by isa plain-speaking contract
with passengers. As the Wall Street Jorrnal’s
Benjamin Katz reported after an interview
with OF Leary a few vears ago, * He was very
distinct in swing that ‘we don't trest our cus-
tomers like guests, Wezive them aseat to fly
on, and that's the agreement.,™

Therearelessons here for Indian airlines,
regulators and the flying public. Weneed a
similar contract between airlines and pas-
sengers sothat airlines can run no-frill, effi-
cient operationsand use the savings to treat
theiroverworked pilotsand stafT more equi-
tably. Asa former travel, food and drink edi-
tor forthe Finencial Timeswho believes air-
line service i the most over-discussed suls-

ject at dinner parties, | would argue that

airlines in India offer better value for money
than anywhere else, This week, looking at
absurdly low airfares from Bengaluru to
Rajasthan while navigating eyve-watering
hotel tariffs in Jaipur in March led toa dislo-

cation sosevere that T wondered (0 was for-
getting how to count,

By contrast, Ryvanair changes an additional
fee of almost 36,000 from passengers who
check-in at the airport. A 10kg hag for
check-innotifiedat the time of booking the
ticket would cost abyout 11,000 but as much
a5 14,000 if done at the air-
port. The fee onadeditional
cibin bagmage bevond a
smiall bag is comparahle,
O Lesiry has even said that
he would like 1o charge
customers o use toilets on
board, though it was not
clear ifhewas serious. The

No-frill aviation
has a splendid
success model
in Ryanair that

having said that Nigel Farge, who polls sug-
gest may beoome the UR'S next prime minis-
ter, “should be in prison” for championing
Brexit. Recently, he revealed that US Presi-
dent Domald Tromp had in 2006 tumed on
a charm offensive over a phone call. “Fifry
minutes later, he [was] still going and his
hasic thing was, “We want
more flights to Prestwick
{in Scotland) and into
Shannon {in Ineland) so that
people can Oy o his golf
courses,” he tald the £,
Trump offered (¥ Leary a
stay at one of Tis hotels, Did
he stay? *No 1 did [ffeep]

customer is nswally not rEfUSEE to not,” O'Leary said.

right in hisworkd-view: “1f Even hisstraight tialk and
youdon't comply with our mallycnddle comic asides are dedicated
rules, we hate vou and we to the bottom-line, It's
will tesrture your, But ilfyou passengers cheap publicity, Alermore

comply, we love you.”
Although many

O'Learvisms make their way into the com-
pany's rulebook, some afthem, ina manner
not unlike Warren Buffett's, are delivered
because they are eve-catchingand make for
good copy for business journalists whomust
ot herwise cover management tutored by
puhlicrefationsfirms, He ison the record as

than 30 vearsas CEQ, heis

still looking to lead it for
another several vears but has namowed his
focustellingly to"aircraft negotiations, cash
generation and financial discipline,” One
more role,asmarketer inchiel, remains hisas
long as he is CEO. Ryanair spends relatively
little on marketing: €4 million compared
with €45 million by Air France or RLM.

I we wan!t the ultimate lndian fugaad to
continue—i.e., bow-fare services that mostly
get us to our destinations on time despite
high-maintenance costomers who often
don't follow simple instructions and wsually
have toomuch hand luggage —we need to use
Hyanair as a case study of tough love® for pas-
sengers. It doesn’t even offer seat pockets,
Onee again, this i o speed up turnaround
times and reduce cabin cleaning costs,

The bogic of the Indigo model, which mns
i single-aircraft-moded Deet and also tums
phines mround quickly, suggests that it would
henefit most by doing what Kyanair does. It
could wse the money made by charging for
both hand lugmge and check-in suitcases to
give its pilots more time of T and reduce night
Mights that add dispropomionately to pilot
fatigue. Some pilots allege that even reduc-
tions in night fiving under new roster mles
are being obeyved by following their letter
ratherthan spirit. “Formanagement, we are
justa number,” saysone Indigo pilot.

Our airlines need to focus on charging
passengers moreand treating theirown staff
better. We should also question why our
et ro-city wirports are now pleasure palaces
so lavish that railway passengers would
think them a hallucination, 1t°s time to end
these sops for the middle-class and rich.
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Capt Sabharwal’s nephew called for Al
crash probe, pilots’ association sees red

5 LALITHA @ Mew Delhi

THE Adreraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AIIB) probing
the Ahmedabad Dreamliner
crash on June 12 last vear,
which resulted in 260 deaths,
has summoned the nephew of
late Captain Sumeet Sabharwal
to appear before it on January
15, said the Federation of Indi-
an Pilots (FIP). Taking strong
objection to this, the associa-
tion has billed it as “an act of
harassment™ as well as a viola-
tion of Aircraft rules and senta
legal notice to the AATH.

Capt Sabharwal’'s nephew,
Captain Varun Anand, pres-
ently serves as a pilot in Air In-
dia and is an FIP member.

Captain C § Randhawa of
FIP told this newspaper, “This
is just harassment of the fami-
Iy Captain Anand received a
phone call on January 11 ask-
ing him to appear in front of
the AAIB inguiry team on Jan-
uary 19, The summons was lat-
er preponed to January 15"

This newspaper has gained
exclusive access to the notice
sent by FIP through its law firm
APJ-SLG to the Director Gen-

eral as well as the Director of
AATB on January 11 The notice
states that Capt Anand was in-
formed by AirIndia that he had
been summoned but the basis
for calling him is not specified.
It also states that the nephew
was ready to appear via video
conference on a suitable date.
It points out that Captain
Anand has no association with
the aircraft involved in the ac-
cident and was not present
there nor does he possess any
knowledge on the accident.
“The summoning of the neph-
ew of the deceased pilot and his
relatives, irrespective of their
lack of nexus with the incident,
reinforces the apprehension
that such actions are not rooted

AllIB report to take time

The AAIB had submitted its
preliminary report on the crash on
July 12 which caused much
controversy as it attributed the crash
to human error. The final report is
likely to take much longer. Father of
the late captain had also approached
the Supreme Court and filed a writ
petition challenging the faimess and
independence of the inquiry.

in any lawful investigative ne-
cessity™ it said.

“The summoning of Captain
Varun Anand as also of other
family members is wholly with-
out jurisdiction and contrary
tothe Aircraft (Investigation of
Accidents and Incidents) Rules
as well as that of International
Civil Aviation Organisation,
which strictly confine accident
investigations to technical,
safety-oriented, fact finding
and expressly prohibit attribu-
tion of hlame or liability™

Summoning him merely due
to his familial relationship
with the deceased seems to the
s0le basis, the notice added.

AATB officials refused to
comment on the matter.
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Helicopter service to

promote Gulmarg skiing
Helicopter services have been
launched at the world-famous ski
resort of Guimarg to promate heli
skiing, marking a step towards
strengthening winter adventure
tourisrm at the destination. The
senvice aims to provide skiers with
quick acress to high altitude slopes
of Guimarg, including Sunshine Peak
and Apharwat range, which are
considered ideal for heli skiing but
remain difficult to reach through
corwentional means, especially
during winter. Tourism stakeholders
believe the heli service will promote
Gulmarg for high-end adventure
tourism. They said heli skiing has the
potential to attract international
adventure enthusiasts to Gulmarg.



AN

m
Wi faa=ae= wiftrewo
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES

DELHI

15 JANUARY 2026

AT H Y bl hic-HdsT,
mwmmmﬁ :

@nmaﬂuﬁrujtanmn
u 78 fielt : v Tem AR A
it g - 787-9 wAE werH H
TR FA A9 A 0 UE e

B mﬁ

FEEH i P
R B e # =
dt-787-0 === ETm-PEm
e W v

W e # e
TS 1 g A e P
#1 7ol WEA B I T
w9 | F I SR w
ot &=t | P i

RS e cie e o e s e Ml s

- ) AT S A A
en‘n 4 feaen 1 R
F1 TH WA T TIEim W AE
ofreed, we-gred o sifes &
e w=h st o9 s dEEw
HREE-TEE T TE | T I
PO & fov o e ol
e T EE
ﬁr{agmiﬁnmﬂmﬂrmﬁﬁ

e g A F i
]

TF e T T vE d
TR | P e = e
T A A R
¥ fom et 1 wEw T e
T AT W R w9
fem arredrg fin ]
T e T U F
o W wEEd R e T
e S s o § o
F i T A = = A
e S A TR



AN
"I faa=9a= wiferevo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVODAYA TIMES

DELHI

15 JANUARY 2026

SIRI AR & RIF o & v § e i g
& M W, R U8 9T & 10 BT T BT AT

HATAT & et U feent e

% fewell, 14 9 (T ):
H #femi wrends i w2 T m
T A o1 99 55 A9
H #1 W F9 F 9= T R
HfveRe! g T A1

IR FUEA e e
(Btsndin ) & fefw
THETRA W10 FAZ T 7
W SHTT T S e

66 IS @1 ofig Rl

HATerg B i

e fO9rE o =1 % warwt 3
FE T § fF RS A
TH U HEATEA T 66 T =
forega == foid dam 1 &,
e P

i ¥ 3= d=em 4

T L U 25 1 an
w1 o wE) oAk e #
@ =M A Ak anfde
A Ao wiEe | HaEe
Hﬁ’;mfﬂ%ﬂﬁflmﬁ?ﬁ
S H E

mmﬁmﬁaﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁrﬂﬁ

\ 5
’70/
f@

Yt uferer He o fem e Hem e R e o e o
wfern 1 faet ot e = T aeied =@ fFa smom )

L A1 o w1y R T § deieue sEey] Suee

TEAIE =i T & | 9 e A
AT A1 o Hehe &% T
ifem =1 wefim e
e i o et e AnfaeE
1 HHE AT IS I
Teuafa =t st 1 g S A

T R o] HIE 1 = T |
N GEE IR
T IR

frird o = oft Jr s #

65 FZA YA i FE A
TOF HAEE] "™ CHTEH,
€ Tl UEel | 7| M ®
1 B e T - A |
Wi IYTERT O AT T wiE
1 2L F oA 9w

mma:ﬁ?ﬂmﬂﬁarﬁﬁqfavm
qum?rnélﬂ
H YTo[, S8 31 Ea

FT Wi ﬁirm"mﬂﬁ?mn'ﬁ
38 Yl AmWd w1 oA
EI.ELH. U, WEHey H9g
STETE AR H e
=HTH F{r'j B S'ﬂﬁilﬂaﬁ_ﬁﬁ%
F1 FE H IBAE TEEA,
e A TEEEHE WO
Afr= s W= 49 59
frird wee S o, = o



A
Heag fAa=aa= wifdswon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRA BHARAT LUCKNOW 14 JANUARY 2026

3nfeadt worwl e
gl 913 [Tl
ol J3lel

qUT| RN TR F O H
TTE 51 T 3 I T4 37E
W afEd fme § 3% fam
1| ST faH H o
T TER AiEE A
I HIEErR gaE 8.50 a1
TH Al 9 o @ &5
8.10 = faqm # wam &
= A fEmE wm 22E
W & e dm o, e s
famm #1329 WA 9 3
T R TR & fam femm
T mE A, o sEn 737
g 2 | F = w09
27 Y 7 I TEE F e
T2, Sfe 14 TEEs) 8%
& & Hh! Tl e It
F1 foam 9 397 fem T



_ AN

HRd fAa=aas uiidseo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

TIMES OF INDIA

AHMEDABAD

14 JANUARY 2026

Mum-Abad flight diverted to
Jaipur after 2 aborted landings

Niyati.Parikh@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: An Akasa Air
flight from Mumbai to Ah-
medabad was diverted to Jai-
puron Tuesday morning after
the aircraft made two unsue-
cessful landing attempts at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational (SVPI) Airport,
airportofficials said.

Flight QP1718, which de-
parted Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Air-
port in Mumbai at 8.42am, ar-
rived over Ahmedabad accor-
ding to schedule and initiated
its descent, according to sour-
ces. “However, the aircraft
was unable to land safely
owing to unstable wind condi-
tions near the runway; forcing
the pilots to abort the appro-
ach twice,” a source privy to
the development said. “The pi-
lots followed standard opera-
ting procedures and executed
ago-around on both occasions
tomaintain flight safety.”

With each aborted appro-

ach consumingadditional fuel,
the crew assessed that continu-
ing to attempt a landing at Ah-
medabad could result in a low-
fuel situation. The decision
was therefore taken to divert
the aircraft to the nearest sui-
table airport with refuelling fa-
cilities, which in this case was
Jaipur, sources said.

“The diversion was purely
a safety-driven call. After two
unstable approaches, the cap-
tain opted to divert to Jaipurto
ensure adequate fuel margins
and avoid any operational
risk,” the source added.

The aircraft landed safely
at Jaipur, where it was refuel-
led before resuming its jour-

ney to Ahmedabad. The flight
stbsequently took off from Ja-
ipur and landed at SVPI air-
port around 1.40pm, nearly fo-
ur hours behind its scheduled
arrival time.

No medical or security is-
sues were reported, sources sa-
id. Ina statement, an Akasa Air
spokesperson said, “Akasa Air
flight QPI1781, operating from
Mumbai to Ahmedabad on Ja-
nuary 13, 2026, discontinued its
approachasthelandingdid not
meet prescribed safety stan-
dards. The crew therefore di-
verted the flight to Jaipur as
per standard operating proce-
dures. The aircraft later depar-
ted Jaipur and landed safely in
Ahmedabad at 1.47pm. At Aka-
sa Alr, we follow world-class sa-
fety standards and the wellbe-
ingof our passengersand crew
remains our highest priority.
We regret the inconvenience
caused and appreciate our pas-
sengers’ understanding.”

Operations at city airport
were otherwise normal.
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Fog in Chandigarh forces Mumbai flight to return after 5 hrs in air

Chandigarh: An IndiGo flight from Mumbai was
forced to return after spending nearly five hours in
the air as dense fog and poor visibility shut down the
runway at Chandigarh's Shaheed Bhagat Singh In-
ternational Airporton Monday night.

Flight 6E 6715, which operates daily, was scheduled

to depart Mumbai at 8.20pm and land in Chandigarh at
10.25pm. However, on Monday;, it took off late, at 9.39pm.
When the aircraft approached Chandigarh, landing
could not be carried out as fog had reduced visibility to
extremely low levels. As a result, the flight turned back
to Mumbai, where it landed at 219am. v
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Ahead of Bhogi, visibility fears
prompt cancellation of 8 flights

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Asaprecautionary
measure ahead of Bhogi cele-
brations, eight flights — four
arrivals and four departures

were cancelled at Chennai
International Airport on
Wednesday, citing fears of po-
or visibility due to smoke
from burning waste.

According to airport aut-
horities, the cancellations we-
re primarily IndiGo services
operating to and from Delhi,
Pune, Mumbai and Coimba-
tore between Jam and 9am.

The official reason cited
was forecast bad weather at
the airport, linked to antici-
pated visibility issues during
Bhogi.

Inaddition, six internatio-
nal and domesticflights, sche-
duled to depart and arrive in
the early hours, were resche-
duled — advanced and delay-
ed — to minimise operational

><

The cancellations were
primarily IndiGo
services operating to
and from Delhi, Pune,
Mumbai and Coimbatore
between 3am and 9am.
The official reason cited
was forecast bad
weather at the airport

risks posed by Bhogi-related
smoke. These included servi-
ces operated by Alr Arabia
Abu Dhabi, Gulf' Air, AirA-
sia, Etihad Airways and Indi-
Go.

Flights from and to Abu
Dhabi, Bahrain, Kuala Lum-
pur, Vijayawada and Trichy
had arrival and departure ti-
mings advanced or delayved
during early morning hours.

The announcement came
after Chennai airport autho-
rities held a meeting with air-

line representatives over an-
ticipated poor visibility over
Chennai skies, as people tend
to burn wasteas partof Bhogi
celebrations, despite local bo-
dies creating awareness in ne-
ighbourhoods surrounding
theairport

Airport authorities advi-
sed passengers to check with
their airlines for updated
schedules before heading to
the airport, as further adjust-
ments may be made depen-
dingon visibility conditions.
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Dense fog forces
Mum-Chandigarh
flight to return
after 5 hours in air

Chandigarh: An IndiGo
flight from Mumbai was for-
ced to return after spending
nearly five hours in the air as
dense fog and poor visibility
shut down the runway at
Chandigarh's Shaheed Bha-
gat Singh International Air-
port on Monday night.

Flight 6E 6715, which ope-
rates daily, was scheduled to
depart Mumbai at .20pm and
land in Chandigarh at
10.25pm. However, on Monday,
it took off late, at 9.39pm.
When the aircraft approached
Chandigarh, landing could
not be carried out as fog had
reduced visibility to extreme-
Iy low levels. As a result, the
flight turned back to Mumbai,
where itlanded at2.19am. Pas-
sengers remained airborne
for 4 hours and 48 minutes, re-
ports Barinderjit Saluja.

Chandigarh-based charte-
red accountant Rachit Goyal,
who was among the passeng-
ers, said there were around 180
flyers on board. Co-passenger
Manuj Sharma said there we-
re protests at Mumbai airport
afterthe flight returned.

IndiGoarrangedalternati-
ve travel for the passengers by
sending them to Delhi on dif-
ferent flights at the same fare.
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In IndiGo Crisis, DGCA Slept And CCI Didn’t Bark

India’s competition watchdog is known for its hands-off approach & botched probes. Nobody’s surprised
that it remained a mute spectator while the dominant airline showed signs of misusing its dominance

Kaustubh Chaturvedi

Amid all the flak aviation regulator
DGCA has drawn for its handling of
last month's IndiGo crisis, the role
of another regulator — Competition
Commission of India - has gone
relatively unnoticed.

CCI was set up to promote and sustain competition
inmarkets, and is tasked with curbing anti-competitive
practices acrosssectors. I[tis CCI's jobto hold dominant
companies accountable when they choose to misuse
that dominance in a way that is detrimental to
consumers. To that end, it has been endowed with
sweeping powers of enguiry and adjudication,
including the power to suo motu investigate any
activity it finds suspicious.

The seeming inability of IndiGo, India's
dominant carrier;, to adhere to DGCA's updated
FDTL - flight duty time limitations - norms is
certainly suspicious. Numerous pilots have
claimed they were not assigned any duty when
they were available to fly — a possibly deliberate
attempt tomanufacture a crisis and show the world
that the new FDTL norms are unworkable.

While it is possible that the sudden cancellation
of thousandsof flightsresulted from poor planning
and an overly optimised cost structure with no
redundancies built in, DGCA’s response raises
doubts. The four-member committee it formed to
investigate the case submitted its report over a fortnight
ago, vet it has remained quiet and not taken any action.
So, it falls to CCI to get to the truth.

Inall fairness, condemning CCI for allowing IndiGo
to become too big to fail - for allowing it to achieve
a 60" market share and for letting a once-competitive
airline sector reduce to a duopoly — is misguided.
That eriticism - being made widely and trenchantly
in the backdrop of an obvious market failure — lacks

an appreciation of the nature of CCl as a body and the
law underpinning it.

Thedayvsof pre-liberalisation India, when Monopolistic
and Restrictive Trade Practices Act served as a real
check on big businesses getting bigger, are long gone.
Post-liberalisation, India has the Competition Act, a
fundamentally neoliberal legislation which has accepted
that big isn't necessarily bad, and that dominance is
only really a problem when abused. Critics, therefore,
should lay the blame for IndiGo’s dominance on the
legislature, rather than CCL.

That said, CCI does seem to have forgotten that it is

L . [ 1.

meant tostep inat the firstsign of adominant company
misusing its dominance. It must remember that it is
intended to function as a proactive market regulator,
not a quasi-judicial tribunal for resolving disputes
brought before it.

CCl can take cognisance of anti-competitive
practices on its own; it can and should respond to
changing market dynamics without waiting for a
complaint to be lodged before it. Yet, the only time it
demonstrates any appetite for doing so is when it

comes to Big Tech - with WhatsApp and with Amazon.
Other markets are ignored unless a public-spirited
informant or a competitor with a bone to pick
approaches CCl and requests its intervention.

This needs to change. No other regulator takes such
a hands-off approach, or is nearly as reliant on third
parties to take action. Information asyvmmetry can
hardly be an excuse when in possible cases of abuse of
dominance, such as the present IndiGo crisis, the
perpetrators are corporate behemoths whose sins
often play out publicly. CCI must, at the very least, look
to acton these potential infractions, if not more actively
seek out those hidden from the public eve, Mere
internal conversations are not enough - it must send
a notice, take a prima facie view, and initiate an
investigation when something seems wrong.

Unfortunately, not much happens even when a
complaint is lodged and CCI does investigate a
matter. The vast majority of its investigations
lie stalled, with probes lasting several years and
often concluding only when market structures
have already been damaged bevond belief.

These delays are in part often CCI's fault - the
result of strictures imposed by appellate authorities
in response to procedural errors of various stripes
committed by it. The investigation into Apple stalled
because CClerroneously included Apple's confidential
data in a non-confidential report; the investigation
into Swiggy stalled because CCI erroneously gave
the informant access to Swiggy's confidential data. The
list of mistakes goes on and on, showing a regulator
that is either careless or improperly staffed.

Ttislittlesurprise, then, that fearof the competition
watchdog is not deterring dominant companies
from acting as if thev're beyond the reach of the
law. CCI needs to get its act together, and start both
proactively remedyving market distortions, and
effectively investigating cases pending before it.

The writer isan advocade at Supreme Couriand Delhi HC
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