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NEW TERMINAL
BUILDING AT
PATNA AIRPORT
TO BE READY IN
APRIL: PRASAD

Ruchir Kumar

ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Patna Sahib MP Ravi
Shankar Prasad of the BJP on
Monday asked the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) to
improve air connectivity,
increase passenger amenities,
including resources for senior
citizens, upscale cargo facilities,
and ensure that the new inte-
grated terminal building of the
Jaiprakash Narayan Interna-
tional Airport was inaugurated
by April this year, said a state-
ment from Prasad's office on
Monday.

“Once the new terminal
building is ready in April, we
will try toinvite our Prime Min-
ister to inaugurate it,” said
Prasad, while briefing the media
at his residence in Nageshwar
Colony after presiding over the
meeting of the Patna airport
advisory committee on Monday
afternoon.

The meeting, supposed to be
held every six months, was held
after a gap of almost two years.

Prasad said that efforts were
also being made to increase the
present runway length, both on
the eastern and western sides,
by talking to the authorities of
the Patna Golf Club and some
others. Given the limitations of
the runway length, aircraft can-
not operate at full load during
peak summers.

Prasad also asked the AAlta
develop a refrigerated cargo sys-
tem so that farmers get an
opportunity to export their pro-
duce like the Maghal paan, the
malda mangoes and the lus-
cious litchis from Muzaffarpur.

The MP said the AAT should
make sure that the new termi-
nal building was passenger
friendly, and its access to the
five aerobridges was at one
level, leading straight inside the
aircraft, having minimum twist,
turns and undulations.

Given that many people from
Bihar were working in the Gull
countries, Prasad also asked the
AAl to explore possibilities of
beginning direct {light to such
countries, providing them bet-
ter and faster access to their
hometowns.

The new integrated terminal
building, spread over 65,150 sq
m are: as against an existing
11,820 sq m, will have a peak
hour passenger handling capac-
ity of 4,800 as against an exist-
ing 1300.

Similarly, the annual passen-
ger handling capacity of the ter-
minal building will go up from
2.3 million passengers per
anmum to 10 million.

The new terminal building is
being built at a cost of Rs L500
crore.

The MP also offered all help
to speed up the development of
Patna airport.

Patna district magistrate
Chandra Shelchar Singh, senior
superintendent of police Awa-
kash Kumar and senior airport
officials, including its officiating
director Uma Shankar, were
present at the meeting,

NEW INTEGRATED
TERMINAL
BUILDING, SPREAD
OVER 65,150 SQ M
AREA AS AGAINST
AN EXISTING 11,820
SO M. WILL HAVE A
PEAK HOUR
PASSENGER
HANDLING
CAPACITY OF 4,800
AS AGAINST AN
EXISTING 1300
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35K smuggled counterfe1t mgarettes seized at airport

OwsS
cm:ﬁm.ﬂ Customs officers of
INDORE the city had made a
— - similar haul at
[|I\E:\.II I.nLeIllgenre Unit (AIU) DABH International
ol the customs department re- Ai S
covered 35000 counterfeit irport on Septem-
cigarettes (175 cartons) from a ber 26 last year and
passenger who flew in from 30,000 counterfeit
Sharjah, at Devi Ahilva Bai t
Holkar (DABH) International d CIQargﬁEZwirhe
Airport here on Sunday night - i ; seized under the
According to official in- Customs Act, 1962
for mation, the AIU officers of Prima facie examination of  bringing counterfeitcigarettes e————

Indore Customs under the
Customs Commissionerate in-
tercepted apassenger arriving
In Alr India Express flight IX
256 from Sharjah on Sunday
night. After checking, the AlU
officers recovered 175 packets
of cigarettes hidden in his
check-in as well as hand bag-
gage, containing a total of
33,000 cigarettes,

the recovered cigarette
packets revealed that the
name of Gold Flake brand of
the ITC had been misused. The
preliminary examination sug-
gested that the recoverad ciga-
reties were counterfeit and
illegally produced outside
Indiz. Further lnvestigation in
the matter is underway
These days, smugglers are

using Indian brand names,
causing loss to the Indian
manufacturers as well as the
government exchequer.

Customs officers of the city
had made a similar haol at
DABH International Airport
onSeptember 26 last year and
30,000 counterfeit cigarettes
were seized under the Cus-
toms Act, 1962,

Infringement of Intellectual
Property Rights was also con-
firmed in that case.

Meamwhile, [n the current
financial year 2024-25, Indore
customs officers seized for-
eign currency worth Rs 26
lakh, cash worth Bs 24 lakh
and foreign origin gold, I-
phones and laptops ete at In-
dore airport
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YIAPL CEO SCHNELLMANN PROVIDED CONSTRUCTION UPDATES

L-G Saxena visits Noida Int'l Airport
site, praises swift development work

Proposed Film City and Semiconductor Park briefed to Delhi L-G

DIPIKA KIROLA

GREATER NOIDA: Delhis
Lieutenant Governor (L-G)
Vinai Kumar Saxena visited the
Noida Airport site in Jewar on
Monday to assess its advance-
ment and comprehend the exten-
sive land acquisition process for
the airport and other develop-
ment projects in the region. He
commended the Uttar Pradesh
government for the swilt devel-
apment of the airport within a
brief timeframe.

The L-G, who also chairs the
Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA), reached the site at
11:45 am with his delegation,
including Secretary Surendra
Singh u.nﬁ other officials. Jewar
MLA Dhirendra Singh and

L-G VK Soxena commended Uttor Pradesh government's work

MPOST

local authorities welcomed him.
Yamuna International Airport
Private Limited (YIAPL) Chief
Executive Officer (CEQ) Chiris-
toph Schnellmann provided
construction updates, whilst

Noida International Adrport
Limited (NIAL) nodal offi-
cer Shailendra Bhatia detailed
various  site  connectivity
schemes.

The inspection centred on

The inspection
centred on the
smooth land
acquisition process

the smooth land acquisition
process, with offictals elaborat-
ing on the steps taken under the
Land Acquisition Act to facilitate
seambess transactions.

They outlined the advantages
offered to farmers and the strat-
egy of obtaining their agreement
before acquisition.

“During the visit, the L-G
also toured the Medical Device
Park in Sector 28 and was
brieled on other key projects,
including the propesed Interna-

tional Film City, Raya Heritage
City, New Agra Urban Center,
Apparel Park, Toy Park, and
Semiconductor Park. Yamuna
Authority officials delivered pre-
sentationsonthesedevelopments,”
said Bhatia.

The L-G's secretary charae-
terised the visit as an opportu-
nity to learn about successiul
practices in land acquisition and
greenfield airport development.

He stressed the significance
of these insights for NCR. urban
development, considering the
L-G's position as DDA chairman.
Officials emphasised that collab-
oration between NCR govern-
mental organisations is essential
for suceessful urban planning,
and such visits enhance decision-
miaking processes.
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No respite from fog,
light rain likely today

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhiexperienced extremely thick fogon
Tuesday morning, with visibility dropping to zero at
Palam around 4.30am. Though a few flights were dela-
yed, no major impact on the operations was reported.
By the late morning, the sky was clear, with the city
getting much-needed sunlight.

Dense fog was reported at Safdarjung Airport,
which recorded the lowest visibility of 100m at
5.30am, stated India Meteorological Department. It
improved to 200m at Tam. Very dense fog was reported
at Palam Airport, where the lowest visibility of Om
was recorded from4.30am to 6am. At 6.30am, it impro-
ved to 100m, IMD added.

The minimum temperature was 8.9 degrees Celsius,
1.5notches above normal, showingamarginal decline. It
was 9.6 degrees Celsius on Monday. The maximum tem-
perature, meanwhile, saw a three-degree jump, with ba-
se station Safdarjung recording 21.2 degrees Celsius, 1.3
notches above normal, against 18.5 degrees a day earlier:

The maximum and minimum temperatures on
Wednesday are expected to hover around 19 and 9deg-
rees Celsius, respectively.

The meteorological department has issued a yel-
low alert, warning of dense to very dense fog on Wed-
nesday, accompanied by light rainfall. “Smog/dense
fogatmost places and very densefogat isolated places
are likely in the morning,” IMD stated. It has also pre-
dicted generally cloudy sky and possibility of one or
twospellsof verylightrainduringtheevening/night.

On Thursday, there are chances of moderate fog or
smog inthe morning, while dense fog is expected insome
isolated areas. Meanwhile, the air quality dipped within
the poor category, with the AQI measuring 260 at 10am,
which worsened to 273 by 3pm. However, several areas
continue to suffer from very poor levels of AQI. The air
quality deteriorated due to high moisture and low wind
speed, reaching a maximum of 8km/hour on Tuesday;
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COUNTRY'S LONG-HAUL SHARE SET TO RISE
WITH EXPANSIONS IN AIRPORTS AND FLEETS

Indian aviation is set for growth,
including in the long-haul and transit
markets. While the country has the
world's largest diaspora population,
its carriers hold a small share of long- |
haul flights. But with new aircraft
orders and expanding infrastructure,
this share is expected to rise.

Manju V reports
PASSENGER TRAFFIC For Fy 2024-25
Passengers (million) O Revenue ($ billion)
Long-haul | Domestic Short-haul
S0 revenue___ .
- il5) (10) (8)
26N~ ¥ 48 il .

INDIAN CARRIERS' MARKET SHARE | TRANSIT TRAFFIC TRANSIT TRAFFIC GROWTH DI‘FOHTI.INITY
Domestic 1002 76%‘20 million) =@ Million passengers *Projected
SHerEha 529 oflong-haul | from Europe to Southeast Asia, 20425 i 29

passengers travel via SAARC countries via A
longhaul  comestsdbyseindn  21% | transitairports transit hubs 2035-36" —————a 3

i 24% (6 million) of From the Middle Eastto 202425 ———®24
long-haul Southeast Asia via transit hubs  2035-36" =i 38

Sourncin
N cka passengers take non-

stop flights
TRANSIT ROUTES

|  Onéy 3 million long-haul transit

passengers (15%) stop In india
The majority, 17 milion. transit
thiraisgh hubs Bke Dubsal, Doba,
and Singapore

“ With Air India’s (and IndiGo's) widebody
aircraft orders... such as the A350, Boeing
777, Boeing 787... and new airports in Mumbai
(NMIA) and Delhi this year, India's share of long
haul and transit passenger traffic has the potential
{0 go Up —Nipun Aggarwal | Am N CHIEF COMMERCIAL OFRICES
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DGCA warns Akasa
forlapsesingoods
transport norms

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has issued a warning letter to Akasa
Air for violating regulations regarding the
transportation of dangerous goods, including
lithium batteries.

On December 12, the regulator conducted an
“annual surveillance inspection” at Ahmedabad
airport and found several “non-compliances”
in violation of Aircraft (Carriage of Dangerous
Goods) Rules, 2003. During the inspection, the
regulator found that electronic devices contain-
ing lithium batteries were being accepted with-
out proper checks or verification of battery
power. It noted that some shipments of lithium
batteries exceeded the permissible weight limits
for carriage on passenger aircraft. Additionally,
the appropriate contact details of the shipper
were not recorded. After the DGCA informed
the airline about these instances, Akasa Air sub-
mitted its action taken report where it admitted
its violations and informed the regulator of cor-
rective actions that it has taken. ~ DEEPAK PATEL
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Sarla Aviation
Lands $10mto
Build eAir Taxis

== Mumbai:  Aerospace

I 19 startup Sarla Aviation,

which is developing an

eleciric aircraft to be

used as flving taxls, has ralsed £10

million in a fanding round led by
Apcel.

Angel imvestors including Flip-
kart cofouinder Binny Bansal, Ze
rodha cofounder Nikhil Kamath
and Swigey's Sriliarsha Majety also
participated in the roumnd.

Theproceeds will be utilised to ad-
vanee the development of its proto
tvpe, establish a research and deve
lopment centre, and expand its
workforee,  cofounder  Adrian
Schmidt told ET. The company is
targeting a market launch by 2028,

Other angel Investors participated
inthefunding round included Abhi-
raj Singh Bhal (Urban Company}),
Abhishek Goyal (Tracxn), Rama-
kant Sharma (LivSpace), Sujeet Ki-
mar (Udaan), Manish Agarwal
(Kratosyand Sandeep Nailwal (Poly-
gon).— Ajay Rag
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M Aviation Sector to
Log ¥2k-3k crore Loss

MEW DELHI: The country’s

X civil aviation industry is
projected torepart a net
loss of #2 000-3,000

crore inthe current and next financi-
al year assupply chainchallenges
and engine issues are expected to
continue for some more time, accor-
ding to a repart. Inthe repart on
Tuesday, rating agency lcraalsosaid
that domestic air passenger traffic
wasestimated at 153 lakh in Decem:
ber, 7. 3% higher compared to 142.5
lakhrecorded in November |ast year
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AKASA CEO GETS
DGCA WARNING
OVER REGULATORY
VIOLATIONS

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has issued a warning
letter to Akasa Air’s accounta-
ble manager and chief execu-
tive officer (CEO) Vinay Dube
asking him to ensure strict
compliance with the rules to
prevent regulatory lapses, days
after the airline was warned for
violating norms related to han-
dling dangerous goods.

Akasa Air did not comment
on the warnings received.

DGCA letter, dated January
13, warned the airline’s
Accountable Manager to be
careful to avoid non-compli-
ance, citing two specific inci-
dents related to a hard landing
of aircraft and non-revision of
the operations manual within
the prescribed time frame.

One of the incidents took
place in a regulatory audit con-
ducted by DGCA on October 10
last year in Mumbai, which
found that flight QP 1851 from
Bagdogra to Bengaluru had a
hard landing (abnormal run-
way contact) on March1, 2024.

Highlighting the violation of
rules in the incident, DGCA
said that it had issued a show
cause notice to the Head of
Training of the airline on
November 26, a reply to which
was received on December 16,
It was, however, found to be
unsatisfactory.

DGCA also issued a show
cause notice to the airline last
month after its Operations
Manual revision cycle exceeded
six months.

“..it has been observed that
the Director Flight Operations
of M/s SNV Aviation Pvt. Ltd.
failed to ensure the complian-
ces of Civil Aviation require-
ments. Whereas a Show Cause
Notice (SCN) was issued to
Director Flight Operations,
Mis. SNV Aviation Private Lim-
ited (Akasa Air) vide even letter
no dated 16th December 2024,
The reply of Show Cause Notice
was received dated on 08th
January 2025. The Head of
Operations and Head of Train-
ing were suspended as stated in
the letter dated December 27,
2024," it said.
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Air India extremely
bullish on long-haul
international routes’

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Air India Group, which
completes three years of
privatisation this month,
has recorded the fastest
growth in passengers on its
international destinations
such as the U.S., Europe
and Australia.

The airline’s passenger
share on routes to North
America, Europe, UK.,
Australia, Far East Asia and
Africa stood at 16% at the
time the Tata Group took
over the reins of the airline
from the government in Ja-
nuary 2022. This share has
risen to 21% of the total
market share, where it is

the only Indian player to
provide non-stop connec-
tivity since Jet Airways shut
down in 20189.

“We are extremely bul-
lish in the long-haul mar-
ket,” the airline’s Chief
Commercial Officer Nipun
Aggarwal remarked during
a press interaction last
week. Indian airlines enjoy
only 21% share of interna-
tional passengers, while
there is room to grow up to
50%, he added. Air India’s
focus on long-haul markets
is complemented by its ef-
forts to grow traffic on me-
tro to metro routes domes-
tically, where the Group is
the second biggest with a
30% market share.

14 JANUARY 2025
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‘Domestic aviation industry likely
toclock ¥2K-3K cr netlossin FY25'

New Delhi: The country's civil aviation industry is projected
toreport a net loss of T2.000 1o T3,000 erore in the current
and next fiscal vear as supply chain challenges and engine
issues are expected to continue for some more time, according
to a report. In the report, rating ageney Iera also said that
domestic air passenger traffic was estimated at 15.3 million in
December, 7.3% higher than 14.2 million recorded in Novem-
ber last vear. PTI
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Accel leads $10 mn extended Series
A funding round in Sarla Aviation

Guragram: Sarla Aviation, an aviation company focused on
developing flving taxis for mass mobility, has raised 510 million
inanextended Series A funding round led by Accel, with partici-
pation {rom prominent angel investors including Binny Bansal,
Nikhil Kamath and Sriharsha Majety. In astatement, Sarla said
the fresh capital infusion would enable it to accelerate its mission
of transforming transpartation in India by offering affordable,
efficient, and sustainable airmobility solutions. NITESH KUMSR
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‘Domestic aviation industry may clock
22K-3K crnetloss in FY25 and FY26°

NEW DELHI: The country’s
civil aviation industry is pro-

f::ch:d to report a net loss of

Rs 2006} to RBs 3,000 crore in
FY25 and FY 26 as supply chain
challenges and engine issues
are expected to continue for
some more Hme, according
to a report. In the report, Icra
also said that domestic air pas-
senger traffic was estimated at
153 lakh in December, 7.3 per
cent higher against 1425 lakh
recorded in November last year.
“Further, it grew hy 108 per
cent on a YoY basis and was
higher by 17.5 per cent than the
Ere-('.uvi.d levels, e, Decem-
er 2019, The airlines’ capacity
deployment in December 2024
was higher than Decemnber 2023
by 7.5 per cent and by 3.8 per

cent over November 2024," it
added. Giving a stable outlook
for the Indian aviation industry,
lera said there are expectations
of moderate growth in domes-
Lie air passenger traffic and a
relatively stable cost environ-
ment in FY25,

Moreover, Lthe industry
witnessed improved pricing
power during FY24, reflected
in the higher yields (over pre-
Covid levels) and the revenue
per available seat kilometre-
cost per available seat kilometre

spread of the airlines.

“The momentum in the air
passenger traffic growth wit-
newed in FY24 is likely to mar-
ginally taper to 7-10 per cent
in FY25 (against 13 per cent
in FY24), given the high base
of FY¥24 and lower passenger
traffic in H1 FY25, impacted
by severe heat waves and other
weather-related disruptions.

“The yields are also likely
to be under pressure, as air-
lines strive to maintain ade-
quate passenger load factor
(PLF). global passenger traffic
for Indian carriers is expected
to grow by 15-20 per cent in
FY25. the report said For FY25
and FY26, lera has projecied the
industry to register a net loss of
Rs 20-30 billion, P
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Domestic aviation industry likely to clock
32,000-33,000 Crore net loss in FY25: Report

P71 W NEW DELHI

he conntry's civil aviation

industry is projected to
report a net loss of Rs 2,000 to
Rs 3,000 crore in the current
and next financial year as
supply chain challenges and
engine issues are cxpectcd o
continue for some more time,
according to a report
In the report on Toesday,
rating agency lora also said
that domestic air passenger
traffic was estimated at 153
lakh in December, 7.3 per
cent higher compared to
1425 lakh recorded in
Movember last year
"Further, it grew by ~10.8 per
cent on a YoY basis and was
higher by —17.5 per cent than
the pre-Covid levels, iE.,
December 2019, The airlines
capacity deployment in
December 2024 was higher
than December 2023 by -7.5
per cent and by 3.8 per cent
over November 2024 it

added.

(Giving a stable ontlook for the
Indian aviation industry, lora
said there are expectations of
muoderate growth in domestic
air passenger traffic and o

relatively stable cost
environment in FY25.
Moreover, the industry

witnessed improved pricin
ower during FY24, reflecte
i the higher yields (over pre-

Covid lewvels) and the revenue
per available seat kilometre-

cost  per  available seat
kilometre (RASK-CASK)
spread of the airlines.

he momentum in the air

passenger  traffic  growth
witnessed in FY2024 is likely
to marginally taper to 7-1
per cent in EY2025
{compared to 13 per cent in
FY2024), given the high base
of FY2024 and lower
passenger traffic in HI
FY2025, impacted by severe
heat waves and other weather-
refated disruptions.

The yiclds are also likely to
be under pressure, as airlines
strive to maintain adequate
passenger load factor {PLF).
International passenger
traffic for Indian carriers is
expected to grow by 15-20 per
cent in FY2025," the repornt
said. For FY 2025 and FY
2026, lera has projected the
industry to register a net Joss
of Rs 20-30 billion.

Supply chain challenges and
engine failure issues impacted
the industry capacity over the
last 18 months and are
expected to continue affecting
it this year, it added.



AIRPORTS ALUT HGPIT ‘{ OF iNUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA AHMEDABAD 14 JANUARY 2025

COUNTRY'S LONG-HAUL SHARE SET TO RISE
WITH EXPANSIONS IN AIRPORTS AND FLEETS

Indian aviation is set for growth,
including in the long-haul and transit
markets. While the country has the
world's largest diaspora population,
its carriers hold a small share of long- |
haul flights. But with new aircraft
orders and expanding infrastructure,
this share is expected to rise.

Manju V reports
PASSENGER TRAFFIC ror Fy 2024-25
Passengers (million) O Revenue ($ billion)

Long-haul Domestic Short-haul

5% revenue — P

- i) (10) (8)

INDIAN CARRIERS' MARKET SHARE | TRANSIT TRAFFIC TRANSIT TRAFFIC Glmwrl'l OFPORTUHITY
Domestic 100% 76 (20 million) =@ Milion passengers “Projected
short haul 5204 oflong-haul | Erom Europe to Southeast Asia, 33435 g 20

Long haul  Dominated by Alr India 21%

Source:
Hir Indfia.

passengers travel via
transit airports

3l 24%5i

passengers take non-
stop flights

TRANSIT ROUTES

o Only 3 millicn leng-haul transit

pazszangers (15%) stop in india
The majarity. 17 millian, transit
thwrough hubs file Dubsi, Daba,
and Singapore

SAARC countries via
transit hubs
From the Middle East tp  2024-25 ————8 24
Southeast Asia via transit hubs  2035-36" =i 38
With Air India's (and IndiGo’s) widebody
aircraft orders... such as the A350, Boeing
777, Boeing 787... and new airports in Mumbai
(NMIA) and Delhi this year, India’s share of long
haul and transit passenger traffic has the potential
to o uUp —Nipun Aggarwal | Am NDIA CHIEF COMMERCIAL OFFICER

2035-16" ———y 38
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Fewer flight
disruptions
this year

Tiaes News Network

he impact of Bhogl cel-

I ebrations on flight op-

erations at city airport

‘was minimal on Monday, ac-

cording to officials. Nearly

50 flights were delayed due to

smog last year, and the num-
ber this time is 20.

Airport authorities said
morning rain had cleared
the air of smoke, resulting in
standard visibility

Meanwhile, airlines such
as Oman Air, Singapore Air-
lines, Emirates, AirAsia, and
Air Arabia rescheduled their
operations in advance, antici-
pating poor visibility

Three Indigo flights - two
from Delhi and one from Ben-
paluru - that were supposed
to land on Monday morning
were cancelled. At Chennai
airport, between 6.30am and
7.30am, the visibility factor
reduced to 400m. It improved
to B0m around Bam.

An Indigo flight from Sin-
gapore, scheduled to land at
7.55am, landed at 9.40am. An-
other from Abu Dhahi was die-
layed by an hour and landed
at 9.10am. Sri Lankam Air
lines from Colombo landed
9.54am against the scheduled
A.40am. Further, about eight
flights to various domestic
destinations were delayed.

Fhepresen tative |t
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