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NEW AIRPORT | New system essential for guiding pilots during
landing; it uses a series of lights perpendicular to the runway

AAI CONDUCTS CRUCIAL
TEST AT NMIA RUNWAY

Bhalchandra Chorghade
HAW] WUMBEA]

In a significant step towards
the operational launch of
Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA), the Airports
Authority of India (AAL) con-
ducted Precision Approach
Path Indicator (PAPI) valida-
tion at the NMIA runway on
Thursday. This marks a cru-
cial advancement in ensuring
the airport is ready by its
scheduled date of March 31,
2025,

The PAPI system, essential
for guiding pilots during
landing, uses a series of lights
perpendicular to the rumvay,
emitting red and white sig-
nals to help pilots maintain
the correct glide path.

“The Flight Inspection Unit
of AAl conducted the valida-
tion to ensure the PAPI sys-
tem functions correctly. This
process is vital for pilot safety
and minimising landing
errors, involving trials and
analyses in both day and night
conditions,” a source said.

On October 11, 2024, a sip-
nificant  milestone  was
achieved when the Indian Air
Force's C205 aircraft success-
fully conducted a test landing
at NMIA. This event has
sparked excitement among
millions of residents in the
region, signifying a major
step towards the airports
operational readiness.

Piloted by an expert IAF
crew, the C205 a versatile
transport  aircraft, landed

March 31,
2025

Expected date

of opening

90 mn

Passengers the

new airport is
designed to handle

2.5 mn

Tonnes of cargo
it is expected to
handle annually

precisely on the newly con-
structed runway. This suc-
cessful test landing not only
demonstrated the airport’s
capability to handle various
types of aircraft but also
underscored the collab-
orative efforts between the
IAF and airport authorities to
maintain high aviation safety
and infrastructure standards.

The Navi Mumbai

International Airport is a cru-
cial infrastructure project
aimed at relieving congestion
at the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Intemational Airport.
With Mumbais growing popu-
lation and increasing air wraf-
fic, NMLA is set to alleviate the
pressure on CSMIA, promising
a smoother travel experience
for passengers.

Residents of Navi Mumbai

and nearby areas have long
awaited the operationalisa-
tion of NMIA, which is
expected to boost the local
economy, create jobs and
enhance connectivity, The
successful test landing of the
€295 further fuelled opti-
mism, indicating the nearing
completion of the project

NMIA is one of the largest
greenfield international air-
ports under development in
India, designed to handle 80
million passengers and 2.5
million tonnes of cargo
annually. Asthe second inter-
national airport in the
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region, it is planned to func-
tion as a major gateway 1o the
country, operating in tandem
with the existing CSMIA as
part of an urban dual airport
system.
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Udan Yatri Cafe schemeoffers
atfordable refreshmentsatairports

STATESMAN SERVICE
MNEW DELHI, 13 DECEMBER

(vl Aviation Mimister Kin-
jarapu Rammchan Naiduon
Friday announced 'Udaan
Yatr Cafe’ (air passenger cofir)
schem eforproviding afford -
ablerefreshmentsat airports
while creating ermployvim ent
opporiunities inthecoun try,

He said o pilot project in
this regard will be laun ched
at the™etaji Subhas Chandm
BoseInternational Airportin
Kolkata on December 21 as
pan ofits cente nary celebm-
tonsand the cighthannbver-
sary of the UDAN regional
comnectivity scheme, The
initiative will later be
implemented aomss the coun-
try.

“Passenpers rovding under
the UDAN scheme will benefit
from the new Udsan Yatr
Cafe. It & designed to cater
spedficaly o these passengers,
offering refreshments ke tea,
coffee, snacks, and water at
affordable prices,” theminiger
suic at a press confeence.

He said the government
is working townrds making
the air passe nperexperience

mirecost-effective and inchu-
ST,

Initially, the scheme will
be available at airponts oper-
ated by theAlrportsAuthonty
of India (AAD, and will later
be taken to other airports in
thie country,

Naidunoted that the kinsks
arealosetio create employ-
mentoppanunites atalmpons.

"Kiosks will be set up in
thie departure area of Kolkata
Airportas partof the inidative,
whichwill later beexpanded
to other airports mianaged
by the Airports Authority of
Indin The aimisto make air
travel more inclusive and
accessible while addressing
the growing concerns about

overpriced pod and beverages

at airports,” headded

The minister abso high-
lightesd Primye Minister Maren-
dra Modi's visson of show-
cosing India’s rich cultuml
heritage thmugh airport anchi-
tecture, Heemphasized that
eHorts are underway lomake
airpons moreinchsive as the
aviation sectorin Indin expe-
riences rapid growth and
increased employmen oppor-
tunitie s

“We will host three months
of celebmtions so that the
entire city of Kolkata and
Bengal can join inthe festviies.
On December 21, we will
commernorite the occasion
by releasing a special stamp
and coin to honor 100 years
of the airpon.” he said.
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Navi Mum airport
completes PAPI
flight calibration

Mumbai: The upcoming Na-
vi Mumbai [nternational
Alrport (NMIA) has comple-
ted the calibration of anequ-
ipment that gives visual gui-
dance to pilots to help them
descend and land aireraft sa-
fely onto the runway, Called
PAPI (Precision Approach
Path Indicator), it's a series
of light that indicates to the
pilot whether the aircraft is
too high or too low when car-
rying out an approach to to-
uchdown on the runway

“Navi Mumbal Interna-
tional Airport, in collabora-
tion with the Airports Aut.
hority of India (AAD, suc-
cessfully completed flight ca-
libration of the PAPI
equipment of its South Run.
way 08/28. This calibration
process will bring NMIA one
step closer to performing
flight trials,” said NMIA ina
press statement.

PAPT is an essential visu-
al navigation aid and a eriti-
cal component of the aero-
nautical ground lighting sy-
stem which assists pilots in
maintaining the correct gli-
de slope during landing.
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Most passengers
find food, beverages

at airports

‘excessively’ priced

MUMBAL, Dec 12: A sig-
nificant percentage of airline
passengers said food and bev-
erages that are sold at ar-
ports in the country are “ex-
cessively” priced, with some
passengers paying more than
200 per cent than at organ-
ized retail and raillway sta-
tions, according to a survey.

According to online social
platform LocalCirles, 60 per
cent of airline passengers
surveyed say they were
charged 100-200 per cent
more for food and beverag-
es at airports as compared
torailway stations.

The survey conducted re-
cently, received over 28,000
responses from airline pas-
sengers located in 309 dis-
tricts of India. Of these, 61
per cent respondents were
men and 39 per cent wom-
en. Around 43 per cent re-
spondents were from Tier-1
cities in the country, 30 per
cent from Tier-2 and re-
maining 27 per cent were
from Tier-3, 4, 5 and rural
districts.

Citing example of a samo-
sag or patty that may cost
more than Rs 200, or a thali
above Rs 500, 1t said that the
price of coffee or tea or a cold
beverage may easily cost Rs
200-300, two to three times
of what one would pay at a
food outlet at the mall.

The pamn of the passen-
gers gets aggravated durmg
times of delays due to fog or
other reasons and they wait
for many hours to board
flights without any afforda-
ble food in sight, it said.

The scenario is unlike at
the railway stations, partic-
ularly the big ones in Delhi
and Mumbai where travel-
lers have a choice between
small food stalls /outlets,
small vendors and big fran-
chise outlets, it said.

Highly priced edibles be-
ing available at most air-
ports is resulting in many
passengers thinking twice
before spending on food at
airports and in some cases
even carrying their own
snacks or meals, though it 1s
cumbersome with the secu-
rity and weight restrictions
along with the underlying
risk of spillage.

With the government's
ambition of making flying
more affordable and 70 per
cent of total traffic being on
low-cost carners, it 1s critical
that lower cost food options
are made available at airports.
LocalCircles said, adding the
price and volume equation
needs to be re-worked such
that food stalls run on higher
volumes and lower prices in-
stead of hugh prices and lower
volumes. — PTI
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Cumulative capex of airports expected
to grow 12% at I60K cr in 3 yrs: Report

PTI

MLIMBAI

The cumulative capex (capital
expenditure) of Indian air-
ports is expected to grow 12
per cent at Hs 60,000 crore in
the three years through FY27
from Rs 53,000 crore during
2022-2024, to add required
infrastructure for about 85

million  passengers  per
annum, Tatings agency CRISIL
said on Thursday,

CRISIL said 70 per cent of
this capex is expected to be
funded through debt.

The ratings agency said its
projections are based on a
study of 11 private airports in
the country that account for
60 per cent of the total pas-
senger raffic in FY24.

In addition to the expected

growth in passenger traffic,
increase in tariffs and spend-
ing within the airport eco-
system will lift revenue of pri-
vate Indian airports at an
average growth rate of 17 per
cent between FY25 and FYZ7,
it said.

That,  coupled  with
improved funding access and
a predictable regulatory
regime, will support the
strong credit profiles of pri-
vate airports.

“The number of passengers
at Indian airports is expected
to cock a compounded
annual growth rate (CAGR) of
8-9 per cent over fiscals 2025
2027 from 376 million last fis-
cal, Growth in domestic traf-
fic, which comprises over 80
per cent of overall volume,
will ride on rising demand
from the business and leisure
segments and government
push to Increase penetration
of air travel,” said Manish
Gupta, Senior Director and
Deputy Chief Ratings Officer,
CRISIL Ratings.

Az of July 2024, the govern-
ment had operationalised 84
airports and 579 routes under
its reglonal connectivity
UDAN scheme to increase
regional penetration, CRISIL
said
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IGIA: Transnational fake
passport rackets busted

23 agents, 19 foreign nationals arrested in operation

MARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: With multiple
highly organised fake pass-
port rackels disrobed, the 1GI
airport police have unearthed
vast networks of transnational
crimes. Operations against
agents as well as 1'|Jrc||5n nation-
als engaged in forging and mis-
using Indian passports have
arrested 23 agents as well as 19
foreign nationals.

The criminal syndicates
exploited Indias porous bor-
ders, allowing foreign nationals
[rom neighbouring countries 1o
enter llegally and obtain Indian
passports through forged doe-
uments. These frandulent iden-
tities facilitated unauthorised
international travel and were
linked to broader erimes such
as human trafficking, terror-
i, and financial frand. The
misuse of Indian passports not
only compromised the nation's
global reputation but alse
posed significant risks Lo inter-
national security and immigra-
Hon systems.,

DCE IGI Airport, Usha

Rangnani, emphasised the
gravity of the matter while
stating, “The misuse of Indian
passports undermines the trust
placed in our nation's identity
systems. Through meticulous
investigations and sustained
efforts, we are determined to
dismantle these networks and
ensure that those attempting
to exploit our systems face the
full force of the law.

One of the main successes
was when, in March 2024, a
Bangladeshi national, who was
trying to go back from the UAE
by using an Indian passport
that was forged, was caught.
During subsequent investi-
gations, a well-knit syndicate
operating out of West B—rngal.
fabricating identity documents
for foreigners, was busted.
This had resulted in the arrest
of four agents and the recov-
eryof 21 fake passports, alung
with blank government stamp
papers and other forged mate-
rial, Rangnani mentioned,

In another case in Novem-
ber 2024, a Bangladeshi
national was caught while

attempting to travel 1o Rus-
sia with a forged Indian pass-

ri. This led to the arrest of a

v agent in West Bengal and
the exposire of a network that
used fake voter IDs and ration
cards to procure fraudulent
passports. Similar operations
lhmughuut the year revealed
a wide-ranging network that
covered states such as Maha-
rashira, Drelhi, and Rajasthan,
with agents and accomplices
creating forged documents
1o enable illegal international
travel, Rangnani said.

Foreign nationals from Ban-
gladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, and
Afghanistan accessed gangs to
obtain forged Indian passports
using fake documents.

Irvestigations revealed offi-
clals unwittingly issued IDs
based on l'&Eifg papers, The
IGI Airport Police disman-
tled these syndicates through
digital forensics, document
verification, and suspect inter-
rogations. Collaborations with
passport offices and awareness
programmes enhanced preven-
tion efforts.
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Cumulative capex of airports expected to grow 12
per cent at 60,000 Crore in three years: Report

[—

PTI B MUMBAI

he cumulative capex

(capital expenditure) of
Indian airports is expected to
grow 12 per cent at Rs 60,000
crore in the three years
through FY27 from Rs 53,000
crore during 2022-2024, to
add required infrastructure for
about 65 million passengers
per annum, ratings agency
CRISIL said on Thursday.
CRISIL said 70 per cent of this
capex is expected to be funded
through debt.
The ratings agency said its
projections are based on a
study of 11 private airports in
the country that account for 60
per cent of the total passenger
traffic in FY24.
In addition to the expected
growth in passenger traffic,
increase in tariffs and
spending within the airport
ecosystem will lift revenue of
private Indian airports at an

average growth rate of 17 per
cent between FY25 and FY27,
it said.

That, coupled with improved
funding access and a
predictable regulatory regime,
will support the strong credit
rofiles of private airports.
“The number of passengers at
Indian airports is expected to
clock a compounded annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 8-9 per
cent over fiscals 2025-2027
from 376 million last fiscal.
Growth in domestic traffic,
which comprises over 80 per
cent of overall volume, will
ride on rising demand from
the business and leisure
segments and government
push to increase penetration
of air travel,” said Manish
Gupta, Senior Director and
Deputy Chief Ratings Officer,
CRISIL Ratin

As  of July the
government had
operationalised 84 airports

2024,

and 579 routes under its
regional connectivity UDAN
scheme to increase regional
penetration, CRISIL said,
adding that while the impact is
small at present, with air
traffic in these airports
contributing around 2 per cent
of domestic air traffic, these
regional routes are important
as they provide feeder traffic
to the metro airports.
International traffic will also
row, driven by increased
usiness travel, easing visa
requirements, and improving
connectivity with airlines
adding new routes, it said.

To cater to this growth, airport
operators are investing in
aviation-related infrastructure
such as terminal buildings and
runways to create room for
increased passenger flow.
Additionally, airports are
developing non-aeronautical
offerings such as lounge, car
parking, food and beverage
spaces and retail outlets, which
will help increase revenue, too,
the ratings agency said.
“Although around 70 per cent
of capex is expected to be
funded by debt, the credit
profiles of private airports will
remain strong over fiscals
2025-27 due to an average
projected increase of 17 per
cent in revenue of airports in
the CRISIL Ratings study,’
CRISIL Ratings Director
Ankit Hakhu said.
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CISF security personnel
sanctioned for Noida and

Navi Mumbai airports

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

he Union government has

sanctioned a combined
strength of more than 2,800
Central Industrial Security
Force(CISF) personnel to guard
two soon-to-be operational
international airports in Noida
and in Maharashtra's Navi
Mumbai, official sources said
Thursday.
The ministry of home affairs
{(MHA), under whose com-
mand the CISF works, had
sanctioned 1,840 posts for the
Navi Mumbai airport and 1,030
for the Noida International
Airport (NIA) in Uttar Pradesh.
The total CISF manpower sanc-
tioned for providing a counter-
terrorist cover to the two
uﬁoming airports is 2,870.
The sanction of the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
manpower is for the first phase
of operationalisation of the two
airﬂfnrts. The force's strength
will be enhanced once these air-
ports finish phase II, sources
said.
The security units, to be head-
ed by Deputy Inspector General
rm:)]z’ nﬂ'il-::l:'?s. wﬁl take charge
once the infrastructure to msta]l
security c{g,ets. and other logi
tics get ready at both the fac1.1|
ties,
Being developed by the Adani

Group, the Navi Mumbai
International Airport project
will be completed in five phas-
es and will have a total handling
capacity of 9 crore passengers
Eer annum. The first phase will

ave a capacity to handle 2 crore
Ppassengers per annum.
Commercial operations at this
airport, second in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region after the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport, are
expected to begin by March-
April, 2025.

e NIA greenfield facility is

being built in the Jewar area of
Gautam Buddh Nagar district in
Uttar Pradesh, about 75 km
from Delhi, and will be the
national capital region’s second
international civil aviation facil-
ity after the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport. It
is also expected to get opera-
tional for passenger operations
bi']April next year.
The CISF is the national civil
aviation security force that
guards 68 airports at present. It
provides a counter-terrorist
cover to these facilities, thronged
by lakhs of domestic and inter-
national passenEcrs every day.
The force frisks passengers,
checks their baggage and under-
takes anti-sabotage, counter-
terrorist and counter-hijack
checks in coordination with
other agencies.
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Noida airport all set to
have own cab service

Shafaque.Alam
@timesofindia.com

Noida: Still exploring how
best to connect Jewar with
the rest of NCR, Noida Inter-
national Airport (NIA) on
Friday announced it will
launch operations next year
with adedicated cab service.
For this, NIA concessio-
naire Yamuna Expressway In-
ternational Airport Pvt Litd
(YIAPL) - a subsidiary of Zur-
ich AG-hastied up with Mahin-
dra Logistics Mobility for an all-
electric fleet of taxis that will
ferry passengerstoandfromthe
airport. Officials said the cab
service will be available “round-
the-clock for passengers”.
There were no details of
fleet size or fares, which sourc-
es said will be decided in the
weeks to come. “Fleet size
would depend on the footfall at

theairport,” asource told TOL.
Jewar, where the airport
iIs coming up, is 60km from
Noida and around 80km from
Delhi’s IGI airport. The Delhi
metro network and Noida
metro’s Aqua Line can take
passengers up to Pari Chowk
in Greater Noida, which is
still 40km from the airport.
UP govt has multiple con-
nectivity options on the table,
among them a metro line and
rapid rail. But these are long-
term plans. NIA aimstolaunch
commercial operations 1In
April 2025 and will have to
build its connectivity plan
around cabs and buses. There
hasbeentalk of abusserviceas
well. But the cab service is the
first concrete connectivity
measure to beannounced by ei-
ther NIA or UP govt that pas-
sengers can use as soon as the
airport begins operations.

14 DECEMBER 2024
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Village answers trunk calls, saves jumbos

Rajib Dutta | Tvn

Dibrugarh: A trunk call is
loaded withmeaning — could
be an admonitory don't-
mess-with-me, oran 808, Vil-
Iage headman Hem Chandra
Borah froze mid-step around
6.10pm Wednesday as a piere-
ing cry shattered the quiet at
Ehamjongia in Assam's Jor-
hat district — a sound both
alien and sorrowful. There
was no mistaking it: the ele-
phants were in trouble,

Four wild elephants, in-
cluding a calf, had strayed
from their herd and found
themselves trapped in a large,
deep pond. The animals
thrashed, their efforts to
climb slippery slopes thwart-
ed al every turn. With each
failed attempt, their trumpet-
ing grew more desperate, and
thecalf'sdistress siruck a par-

e

TRUMPET TRIUMPH

ticularly harrowing chord.
“When we rushed to the
site, we found the elephants
struggling to climb out, The
forest officials suggested wait-
ing for an excavator, but we
knew time was critical. Espe-
cially for the calf, which was
visibly exhausted, waiting
wasn'tanoption,” Borahsaid.
Determined to save the
animals, the villagers quick-

ly gathered tools such as hoes,
shovels, and spades. Men,
women, and even children
worked tirelessly to dig a ma-
keshift path along the pond's
edee, forming a slope the ele-
phanis could use toescape,
Hour by hour inch by
inch, theslope took shape. The
calf, shivering and drained,
watched from the water's
edge as if sensing the monu-

mental effort being made for
its lifie. By 10.15pm, the voung
calf scrambled up the slope.
The remaining elephants,
one after another, followed.
“It was a moment of pure
Joy when they finally walked
firee,” said Ujjal Baruah, ares-
ident who participated in the
rescue. “Though the ele-
phants were limping, we were
relieved to see them without
major injuries, If we hadn't
acted quickly, the calf might
not have survived the night.”
When the last giant heaved
itself onto solid ground, an al-
most reverent silence fell over
the crowd. The elephants,
their mud-slicked bodies glis-
tening in the pale light, lin.
gered for a moment as if ac-
knowledging their rescuers.
Then, with slow, deliberate
steps, they vanished into the
dark embrace of the forest,
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Daily direct flight
to Ahmedabad launched

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Dec 12: Lokpriya Gopinath Bordolo: In-
ternational Airport (LGBIA), Guwahati, managed by Ada-
ni Awrport Holdings Limited, started a new daily direct
flight service, connecting Guwahati with Ahmedabad.

“The inaugural fhght was celebrated with a cake-cutting
ceremony and engaging passenger achivities. This new
service, which commenced on December 10, marks a sig-
nificant milestone in enhancing the connectivity and fos-
tering economic growth. Notably, it 1s the longest flight
route from Guwahati,” a statement said.
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plce Jet clears pending EPF dues of X160 cr

has cleared all pending em-

save significantly on interest
igni

I..III“'H‘\-L"‘EI.ELH commitment to

Rahic Vaid plovee provident fund (PF)  payments”. Since October, operational excellence, fin
New Diethl dues amounting 1o 160,07  Spiceler said thatithasbeen  ancial prudence, and the wel-

crore, spanning over two o utilising internal cash flows  fare of our employees,”
Budget passenger carrier  vears, to meet ity statutory obliga-  sald Ajay Singh, Chairman

Spicelet on Friday said that it

The airlines said it has
cleared all pending statutory
linbilities, including Tux De-
ducted atr Socurce (TDS),
Goods and  Services Tax
{GST), and emplovee salary
dues, over the past three
manths since raizing T3,000
crore through a Qualified In
stitutional Macement (QTP).

MNotably, the airlines cited
that being “current on its
statutory dues, it is poised ta

tions, incleding PF and TDS
payments, reflecting  fm-
prived financial health and
operational discipline,

“We arc pleased o an-
nounce the clearance of all
pending employee PF dues.
Thiz marks a new chapter in
Spicelet's journey. By clear
ing all pending starutory
dues and settling disputes
with lessors and credivors,
we are demonstrating ouwr

and Managing  Director,
Spicelet. “With the success-
ful implementation of our
financial turnaround
strategy, we are confident in
our ahility to continge deliv-
Ering Superior service o our
cugtomers  and  achieving
sustatnable growth.”

Spicelet has also resolved
multiple outstanding dis-
putes with aircraft lessors
and other creditors,
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Christmas cheer for travellers
as airfares rise only moderately

EASIER ON THE WALLET. Rising competition and increased capacity cited as reasons

]
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Airfares in the Christmas
season will pinch less due to
heightened competition and
increased capacity on key do-
mestic and international
routes.

Demand for travel is high
and airlines are reporting
strong loads. While fares are
higher compared to last year,
there is no price surge.

In fact, on some routes,
fares are even lower com-
pared to last year as supply
has grown faster than de-
mand. While domestic
flights in December have in-
creased 7 per cent year-on-
year, international flights to/
from India have grown by 10
per cent.

“Christmas-New Year is a
traditional peak travel sea-
son but ticket prices are
fairly moderate this year,”
said Indiver Rastogi, presid-
ent and group head (global
business travel), Thomas
Cook India.

According to ixigo, aver-
age one-way airfares for pop-
ular destinations like Phuket
and Singapore for travel
between December 24 and
31 have risen by 2-14 per
cent on a year-on-year basis.
This is for tickets booked one
month in advance.

The biggest hike is seen on
flights between Mumbai-Bali
(47 per cent) and Delhi-
Bangkok ( 51 per cent). How-
ever, fares between Mumbai
and Bangkok have dropped
by 23 per cent in the same
period with the introduction
of two new flights in winter
season. Ticket prices to Lon-
don too are lower compared
to last year, ixigo data show.

HOLIDAY PLANS
Typically, people plan long
haul holidays three to six
months in advance because
of uncertainty over visas and
to get better deals. Trips to
short haul destinations are
planned closer to date.
According to Rastogi, re-
turn economy class airfares
to Europe (booked six

Average airfares for Christmas — New Year period

Average one-way fare
for travel between Increase/
Origin Destination Dec 24 - Jan 1 decrease
(in %)
2024 2025
International
Delhi Bangkok 15,736 23,732 51%
Mumbai Bali 18,748 27,697 | 47%
Mumbai | London 54,743 29,545 | -46%
Mumbai | Bangkok 23945 | 18354 | -23%
Domestic
Delhi Srinagar 6,584 7,082 | 18%
Delhi Hyderabad 5,732 6,728 17%
Chennai Kolkata 9,142 5,991 -34%
Delhi Kolkata 8,287 5,811 -30%
Data covers routes seeing most increase/decrease. All figures in ¥ Source; ixigo

Booking period - 30 days before travel date

months in advance) for the
Christmas season have risen
by 20 per cent over last year.

“Australia and New Zeal-
and are presenting an inter-
esting trend with airfares re-
maining on par or marginally
lower than last year offering
value to Indian travellers,”
Rastogi added.

It’s a mixed bag on do-
mestic routes too as fares are
lower by 3-34 per cent.

The sharpest drop is seen
on routes from Kolkata to
Delhi, Bengaluru and Chen-
nai. According to ixigo the
biggest hike for Christmas
season fare is between Delhi
- Srinagar ( 18 per cent) and

Delhi - Hyderabad ( 17 per
cent). “We are not seeing do-
mestic fares peak on festive
occasions but if you take an
average for the entire month
it is at the same level as last
year,” said an airline execut-
ive.

While demand was sub-
dued during Diwali there was
a pick up in subsequent dates
with domestic airlines carry-
ing 5 lakh plus passengers on
November 17 - a first for In-
dian skies.

The record was broken a
week later with another 5
plus lakh traffic carriage.
“Wedding season drove the
traffic growth more than Di-
wali,” he quipped.

Another executive said
that domestic air traffic
growth between January-
October is only 5.3 per cent
which was slower than capa-
city addition.

“International demand is
relatively healthier. While
there is pressure on unit rev-
enue and vields, fuel price is
lower fuel and that is helping
airlines,” he said.
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At $1.25 billion, exports of
Boeing India’s spares soar

——
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

Global growth of civil avi-
ation, along with high do-
mestic demand, has led
aerospace major Boeing to
remain the largest exporter
of aircraft parts and software
from India.

Boeing India and South
Asia President Salil Gupte
told businessline that the
aerospace major’s annual
sourcing from India had
grown significantly over the
past decade, rising from
$250 million to over $1.25
billion annually. “This marks
a substantial increase, driven
by the expansion of the sup-
plier network and advance-
ments in manufacturing cap-
abilities,” Gupte said.

“It is also fair to say that
this growth is remarkable
considering that the produc-
tion of the aeroplanes them-
selves on the civil side has
been much lower than before
the pandemic.” Boeing re-
mains confident about re-
taining its leadership as the
largest foreign OEM with
highest exports from India.
“Boeing will continue to in-
vest in local manufacturing,
co-production, co-develop-
ment, skill enhancement,
and innovation initiatives to
support the growth of the
overall aerospace, defence,

P

aviation

and commercial
ecosystem,” he said.

‘1.5X’ GROWTH

Besides, Boeing has been
able to achieve a ‘15X
growth in its supplier net-
work over the past decade.
Currently, the aerospace ma-
jor has over 300 suppliers.

This trend, Gupte said, re-
flects steady progress, with
recent years showcasing ad-
vancements in technology
adoption and manufacturing
complexity. As per Gupte,
having a robust supply chain
in India is mutually benefi-
cial for Boeing and India.

“A strong supply chain
helps Boeing support the
growth of India’s manufac-
turing  capabilities  in
aerospace and defence, em-
powering suppliers to com-
pete on a global scale,” he
said. “Itis crucial to continue
building on this success, as
growing a robust and diversi-
fied supply chain across
strong manufacturing and

engineering bases such as In-
dia is key to building a resili-
ent global supply chain.”
Gupte added that India has
become the largest site for
Boeing outside of the United
States in terms of workforce.

“Maintaining a strong
supply chain encourages co-
operation and builds an en-
vironment conducive to the
exchange of knowledge and
the development of new
technologies,” he said.

“It is imperative to invest
in supplier development
activities since they improve
the competencies and
aptitudes of Indian suppliers
and bring them into compli-
ance with international
standards.” Additionally, he
said that India’s aerospace
and defence sectors are ex-
periencing a burgeoning
growth that is bringing to-
gether a myriad of talent.

Boeing has a full order
book from commercial and
defence clients, including Air
India, Air India Express,
Akasa Air, SpiceJet, Blue Dart
and Quikjet in the commer-
cial aviation sector. On the
defence side, India operates
Boeing platforms such as the
C-17 Globemaster, AH-64
Apache helicopters, CH-47
Chinooks, P-81 maritime
patrol aircraft, VVIP aircraft,
and Head of State aircraft,
making India one of Boeing’s
largest defence markets.
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SpiceJet clears all PF dues worth 160 cr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 13 December

SpiceJet on Friday said it has
cleared allemployee provident fund
(PF) dues worth 160.07 crore that
were pending for over two years.
The low-cost carrier, which has
been facing multiple headwinds,
recently raised 3,000 crore, fol-
lowing which it has been clearing
statutory, GST (Goods and Services

Tax) and other dues.

Employee provident fund dues
amounting to X160.07 crore, span-
ning over two years, have been
cleared, the airline said in a release.

According to the release, since
October, SpiceJet has been utilis-
ing its internal cash flows to meet
its statutory obligations, including
provident fund and TDS (Tax
Deduction at Source) payments,
the release said.

The airline has also resolved
various disputes with aircraft
lessors and other creditors.

In October, the Economic
Offence Wing of the Delhi Police
registered a case of cheating and
criminal conspiracy against Spice
Jet’s managing director Ajay Singh
and some other top officers of the
company for failing to remit its
share of Provident Fund of more
than 65 crore.
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M SpiceJet Settles PF
Dues of 160 crore

MEW DELHI: SpiceJet said
g 4 ithascleared all pending
il cmployee provident fund

{PF} dues amounting to
7160 crore, COvering two years. Inthe
past three months, since raising
23,000 crore through a Qualified
Instituticnal Placement (1P, Spice-
Jethas cleared all statutory liabilities,
including Tax Deducted at Source
(TDS}, Goods and Services Tax [CST),
and pending employee salaries, By
addressing these dues, the airline is
set to reduce interest costs signifi-
cantly. Since October, Spice Jet has
been using Its internal cash flows to
meel statutory obligations and has
also resolved multiple disputes with
aircraft lessors and creditors. Spice-
Jet has laid off 716 permanent male
employees and 618 females, along
with 531 male and 20 female non-
permanent staff in FY 24, Our Bureau
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Spicelet
clears staff's
pending

PF dues

RAGHAY AGGARWAL
Hew Delh, December 13

DOMESTIC CARRIER SPICE-
JET on Fridaysaid it hascleared
Al the pending employee prov-
ident fund (PF) dues of its
employees, amounling to
T 160,07 crore With this, the air
line has deared all of [tx statu-
tory liabilities, including tax
deducted at source (TDS) and
Gioodsand Services Tax [GST)

Thiscomes less than three
memnths after the aadine mised
3,000 crore through a quali-
fied institutional pilarm1 ent
(1) from the Ekesof Goldman
Sachs(Singapore), Mo gan Stan-
loy Asda, Tata Muiual Fund, and
Discevery Glabal Opportundty

The airfine said that &t is
*polsed to save signifi antly"on
mterest payments with these
dues now clear.

"This marksa rrwrhaptrrm
Sploefet’s journey, said Ajay
ﬁingh, chairmanand rnqn..'l.gh'l.g
director, Spicejet. InSeptember,
the abrline sald it cleansd all i
GST does. In October itcleared
2310 crore worth of pending
TS duesfor 2024-25,
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Direct flight

service between
Rajamahendravaram
and Delhi launched

METRO INDLA NEWS | AMARAVATI

Direct flight services be-
tween Rajamahendravaram
in East Godavari district and
Delhiwere officially inaug -
ated on Thursday with the
landing of an Indigo flight at
Madhuwapudi Airport. The
navgural Aight was wel-
comed with a ceremonial
water cannon salute by the
airport staff, marking the be-
ginning of a significant en-
hancement in regional
conmnectivity.

Awiation Minister, K Ram-
mohan Naidu along with Ra-

jamahendravaram MFP

Daggubati Purandeswari and
Kalinada MP Udaya Srinivas,
were on board the historic
inaugural flight. Upon arri-
val, Rammohan Naidu ex-
pressed optimism about the
positive impact of the new
route on the region's connec-
tivity, stating that it would
open up opportunities for
both business and tourism by
linking Rajamahendravaram
with major cities across the
country.

“This direct flight service
will not only ease travel be-
rween Rajamahendravaram
and the national capital but
also improve access to other
key destinations across India,
fostering economic growth
and regional development,”
Rammaohan Naldu said in his

nddress.

Purandeswari, who has
been a vocal advocate for im-
proved air connectivity in the
region, also spoke about fu-
ture plans w expand flight
services from Rajamahen-
dravaram. She revealed that
discussions were underway
to introeduce direct flights to
popular pilgrimage destina-
tions such as Tirepati, Shirdi,
and Ayodhya, further hoost-
ing the city’s connectivity for
religious tourists.

In 2 smtement, Indigo con-
firmed that the Delhi-Rajama-
hendmavaram route would
now be served with daily non-
stop flights, providing greater
convenience and flexibility
for travelers. The airline ex-
pressed confidence that the
new route would be well-re-
ceived by passengers seeking
easier and faster travel op-
tions between the two cities.

The commencement of di-
rect flights is seen as a major
milestone for Rajamahendra-
varam and swrounding
areas, which have long been
advocating  for  improved
transportation links to major
urban cities. With improved
alr  travel options, local
leaders and business repre-
sentatives are hopeful that
the new service will con:
tribute to the region's econ-
omic and secial developiment
[n the years to come.
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Spicelet ‘clears’ 1160-crore
pending provident fund dues

Spicefer said it has cleared all employees’
provident fund (EFT) dues worth ¥160.07 crore
pending for over two vears. The low-cost carrier,
which had been facing multiple headwinds,
recently raised ¥3,000 crore, following which it
had been clearing statutory Goods and Services
Tax, and other dues. According to a release,
since October, Spicefet had been utilising internal
cash flows to meet statutory obligations,
including EPF and taxes deducted at source,
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Cleared ¥160 cr worth pending
employee PF dues: Spicejet

New Delhl: Spicedet on Friday sabd it has eleared all
employee provident fund dues worth 60007 coore that
were pending for over two vears. The low-cost carrler,
witleh has been facing multiple headwinds_ recontly rmlbsed
3000 erore, following which it has been clenring statu-
tory, GST and other dues. Emplovee provident fund duss
amounting o TG0U0T crore, spanmlng over two years, huve
bewn cleared, the alrline sabd. Tl
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Aim 1s to make India world’s top
domestic aviation hub: Naidu

NEW DELHI: Indias civil avia-
tion sector has witnessed rapid
growth over the last ten years
and now the aim is to make the
country the top global domestic
aviation hub, Unien Civil Avi-
ation Minister K Rammohan
Naidu said on Friday.

The civil aviation sector
in India has witnessed rapid
growth over the last ten years
and the aim should be now
to become the number one
domestic hub globally, Naidu
said.

Launching the centenary
celebration logo on comple-
tion of 100 years of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national Airport Kolkata, he
noted that the last ten years
have been glorious for the civil
aviation sector with expansion
of several airports and the way
the number of passengers has
expanded.

Ty
Union Civil Aviotion Minister K
Rammahan Naoidu

“Under the leadership of
the Prime Minister, we have
pushed all the boundaries, and
now we are the third largest
domestic country a civil avia-
tion hub in the whole world
itself, and now we need Lo take
it forward,” Naidu said.

“We need 1o break the barrd-
ersonce again, level up the civil
aviation sector in the country,
and achieve to be the number
one domestic hub in the whole

world,” he added.

Terming the UDAN (Ude
Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) scheme
as revolutionary, Naidu said
crores of people have taken
to the skies in over 600 flights
in the last 8 years under the
initkative.

“The civil aviation sector,
we belisve, is one of the Erow-
ing sectors in the country, and
the kind of effect it has on the
edonomy, we have seen in the
last 10 years,” the minister said.

From the point of eco-
nomic growth or job creation,
it is a very important sector,
he added.

“80 we have the challenge
of taking it to 2 new level in
the next hive years,” Naidu said.

The minister unveiled the
centenary celebrations logo
of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose Inlernational Atrport
in Kolkata at Rajiv Gandhi
Bhawan here. Fi
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Cleared pending EPF
dues of 160 cr: SpiceJet

NEW DELHI: Spicefet on
Friday said it has cleared all
employee pru\ridfnl fund
{EPF) dues worth Rs 160.07
crore that were pending for
OVET Dwis Years.

The low-cost carrier,
which has been facing mul-
tiple headwinds, recently
raised Bs 3,000 crore, follow-
ing which it has been clear-
ing statutory, GST (Goods
and Services Tax) and other
dues.

Employee provident fund
dues amounting to Bs 160.07
CTOME, SPAnning over two
vears, have been cleared, the
airline said in a release.

Al:l:urding to the release,

since October, Spicefet has
been u.lﬂising its internal
cash flows to meet its statu-
tory ub]iga.liun_-;. lni:ll.:h'jillgr
provident fund and TDS (Tax
Deduction at Source) pay-
ments, the release said.

The airline has also
resolved various dispur.rs
with aircraft lessors and other
creditors, Fli



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MORNING STANDARD DELHI 14 DECEMBER 2024

SpiceJet clears
pending PF
dues 0f 7160 cr

EMS ECONDMIC BUREAU @ b Dot

SPICEJET on Friday said [t has
cleared all pending employee
provident fund (PF) dues of
T 18007 crore, Spanning over fwo
vears. Over the past three
maonths, sinee raising #3000
crore via agualified instimtion
&l placemeent (RIF), the airline
said it has cleared all pending
statmory liabilities, ineluding
tax deducted at souree (TDS),
goodls amd services tax (GST),
and employee salary dues.
“This marks a new chapter In
SpiceJet’s journey. By clearing
statutory dues and settling dis-
putes w ith lessors and oreditors,
we are demonstrating unwaver-
ing commitment to operat ional
excellence, financial prence
and welfare of our smployess,™
said Ajay Singh, Chairman and
MDD, Spleadet. Headded, "With
implementation of finanelal
turnaround strategy, we are
conflident in oo ability to con
tinue delivering superior serv-
ice to customers and achieving
sustolnable growth.”
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IndiGo Airlines apologises |ndiGo Airlines apologises

.'ﬂll-TiIIH, Every Time'

PIOREER HEWE SERVICE B
KEW DELHI

Dn- afier being tagged o
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il ihe earliest Piscemgers
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detmyved sgain to ihe follening
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nperates v flight each daily
troem Delbd and Wumbal i
Istanbul  with  Boelr
abreeafi. Many af the
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Thuesiay
While the et defails of the
lighis cuuld not be

¥
Frosirated travellen ook s
sicial media o express thes
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recedved mi conbomumsation
fram Inidiles regarding the
ingilmg delays Desplie
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coun pensathion, the Juunge o

litambul  Airperi Wil
werrcranetled and wnable o
accismmdane all the

siranded  travellers, ey
dlalmied an social medis
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wh the IndiGa  flighs
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Ui sald i staiement on
Friday. . The sirlime also
apulogised far the
“Incoavesdence” caused b
Ehe pussengers.
Some patsengers il dbared
pictures of people seuck at the
alrport. | a post on X &
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Indis wml siranded at the
Isianbed Adrport for the lase
24 husirs bevase 1he IndiGn
flight keeps cancelling Mo
fowd Mo clarity. Mo
represeniative, Wi
cimpenaatiin Paihetlc
treatment’
“Loi of people stranided o the
alrport due ko pathets
services by @l
#Turkishdsrlines
Never Buok flighis
i they dan't vidue passer
time. You can Beves be on
time with @lndifoRE?
snother passenger sabd in &
[t i X

Continied o page I

‘On-Time, Every Time'

From page 1

Another passenger took to X
on Friday at 3:50 AM (IST) to
express his frustration about
the delay, writing, “Hey
@#IndiGo6E. your handling of
flight 6E0018 from Istanbol o
Mumbai on Dec 12 has been a
disaster. Scheduled o depart
at B:15 PM, it was delayed to
11 PM on the same day. Fine,
we waited Thenm it was
shockingly pushed 1 10 AM
the next day. What's going
on?”

He added. “To maoke matters
worse, NO ONE from Indigo
was present at the gate to
explain the situation. The
news came from  Turkish
Airlines crew, and there was
no formal annooncement, just
complete chans. We were told

wed get lounge access af
Istanbul airport s
compensation. But the lounge
was far too small to
acoommaodate  the  hoge
number of siranded
assengers. Many of us werne
eft standing for hoors without
proper facilities. Seriously,
@ IndiGohET" IndiGo
respanded to his compluing,
stating, “we sincerely qu.r!ngjsu:
for the inconvenience and will
connect with yow”

Earlier this maonth, IndiGo
was ranked among the
“worlds worst aidines” in the
2024 AirHelp Score report,

m:u:'m]i 13rd place out of

109 with a score of 480, This
low rating is attributed to poor
customer satisfaction and the
airdine’s handling of flight
disruption claims.
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