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AP govt proposes
six greenfield
airports in state

Samdanl.MNEtimesofindia.com

Vijavawada: Andhra Pradesh govt has
decided to take up feasibility study for
six greenfield airports in the state. The
airports will come up at Kuppam, Srika-
kulam, Nagarjuna Sagar;, Tuni-Annava-
ram, Tadepalligudem, and Ongole. The
govt has released $2.27 crore to complete
the feasibility study.

Roads and buildings minister BC Ja-
nardhan Reddy said the govt has decided
to develop new airports to provide more
extensive services to passengers by in-
creasing air connectivity and cargo ser-
vices in the state, “It's the vision of chief
minister N Chandrababu Naidu. The
new airports will also boost economic
growth in the region,” he sald, adding
that the govt has already submitted a de-
tailed report to the Airport Authority of
India (AAT) with details of the identifled
land for the respective airports.

“Union civil aviation minister K
Rammohan Naidu is closely monitoring
the proposed projects,” the minister sa-
id. He added that AAT has already comp-
leted the study with regard to Nellore
(Dagadarthi) airport and submitted its
report to the civil aviation ministry
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10 flights diverted

at Delhi airport as
smog blankets city

National capital’'s AQI hits ‘severe’ for1st time this season

AJINKYA KAWALE

Mumbai, 13 November

s many as 10 flights
were diverted and
many were delayed at

the Delhi airport on
Wednesday as poor visibility
impacted operations, offi-
cials said.

Nine flights were diverted
to the Jaipur airport, and
one was diverted to
Lucknow between 6 am and
12 noon, according to
Flightradar24.com, a website
tracking aircraft movements.
The affected flights included
those from carriers such as
Akasa Alr, Ailr India, and
SpiceJet. These flight diver-
sions occurred as a dense
layer of smog enveloped Delhi
and surrounding regions,
including Noida, Ghaziabad,
and Gurugram.

Delhi recorded the coun-
try’s worst air quality on
Wednesday as it turned
‘severe’ for the first time this
season, with the AQI soaring
to 418. Zero-metre visibility
was reported at Indira Gandhi
International Airport at 8:30
am, with the runway visual
range varying between 125 and
SO0 metres at different loca-
tions, the India Meteorological
Department said.

“While landings and take-
offs continue at Delhi airport,
flights that are not CAT III
compliant may be affected.
Passengers are requested to
contact the airline concerned
for updated flight informa-
tion,” the Delhi airport said in
a post on X. Category (CAT)
III B 1s an advanced instru-
ment approach that enables
aircraft to land in low visibil-
1ty conditions.

= e e . e

Visibility dropped in parts of Delhi as the air quality index

soared to 418 on Wednesday

The airport did not
respond to a request for acom-
ment from Business Standard
till press time.

In CAT III B, the visibility
for landing and take-off ranges
from S0 to 174 metres, while for
CAT IIT A, the visibility ranges
between 175 and 299 metres.

In October, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) raised an alert for car-
riers using Boeing 737 planes
by temporarily barring them
from performing low visibility
CAT III B landings.

In India, Spiceldet, Air
India, Air India Express, and
Akasa Air have Boeing 737
planes in their fleet.

The move came after the
regulator’s directive to Indian
carriers to conduct safety risk
assessments of their Boeing
737 aircraft equipped with

PHOTO: PTI

Collins Aerospace’s rudder con-
trol system. The DGCA acted
after taking note of an investi- :
gation report by the United :
States National Transportation
Safety Board, which highlighted
safety concerns about Boeing
737 planes fitted with “Collins :
Aerospace SVO-730 Rudder
Rollout Guidance Actuators.”
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Delhi breathes its worst quality
air of the season; smog blanket

leads to disruptions at airport

Official data place Capital on top of India’s most polluted cities list; no reprieve likely today; BJP takes on AAP govt. over the

issue, demands closure of primary schools; keeping close watch on the situation, says Centre’s air quality monitoring panel

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he city residents on
T Wednesday woke
up to a thick blan-

ket of smog and the sea-
son’s first ‘severe’ category
air. With a drop in the wind
speed, the national capital
had by the evening topped
the pollution charts -
IQAIr (a Swiss air quality
technology company)
placed it at the top of the
world’s ‘most polluted’ ma-
jor cities list while the Cen-
tral Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) ranked Delhi
as the city with the worst
quality air in the country.

The Capital’s air quality
index (AQI) is likely to re-
main in the ‘severe’ catego-
ry on Thursday and im-
prove slightly to the ‘very
poor’ category on Friday.
The wind speed is expect-
ed to pick up over the next
few days.

The ‘severe’ category air
affects healthy people and
“seriously impacts” those
with existing diseases, the
CPCB stated.

An AQI between 301 and
400 is considered ‘very
poor’ and 401 and 450
‘severe’.

The BJP attacked the rul-
ing Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) over the issue and
demanded that the Delhi
government immediately
shut schools till Class 5 and
advise the children and the
elderly to stay indoors.

Through the roof

The national capital’s air quality hit rock bottom on
Wednesday, causing a spike in the air quality index (AQI)
readings at several monitoring stations across the city

Delhi’s air quality H N41§13
- ov.
352 352 ,,,/’?
Mov. 9 Nov. 11 /,f
S 475
334 334 Najafgarh
Mov. 10 Moy, 12

In 2023,

primary
schools were shut from No-
vember 3 to November 9

after the AQI veered into
the ‘severe’ category. The
schools were given the op-
tion of conducting online
classes for students in
Classes 6 to 12. However,
the government declared
an early winter break
when the air quality did
not improve even after a
week.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management
(CAQM) in NCR and Adjoin-
ing Areas, which had ear-
lier announced a prohibi-

AQ| measurements during the day

tion on the use of diesel
generators and several
dust control measures on
the roads, on Wednesday
said it will not enforce
more stringent pollution
control measures.

In a statement, the Cen-
tral government’s air quali-
ty monitoring panel said
that after a comprehensive
review, it had decided to
“keep a close watch on the
situation, before invoking
the stringent/restrictive
measures under Stage III of
GRAP [Graded Response
Action Plan] and to review
the status tomorrow”.

—@ DELHI
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SOURCE: CPCB

The GRAP is a set of
emergency measures to
control air pollution.

Air pollution spikes in
Delhi and many other
parts of north India every
winter mainly due to mete-
orological factors such as
lower wind speed, drop in
temperature,  pollution
from firecrackers, and
stubble burning.

The contribution of
stubble burning to PM2.5
(a chief pollutant) in Delhi
on Tuesday was found to
be 17.8%, down from 35.1%
on November 1, the highest
this harvest season, ac-

cording to the Union Minis-
try of Earth Sciences data.

As per CPCB data, the
level of PM2.5 in the city
around 6 p.m. on Wednes-
day was 291.1 micrograms
per cubic metre of air,
which was 19.4 times the
World Health Organization
(WHO)’s permissible limit
of 15 micrograms per cubic
metre.

Air traffic hit

Due to the thick layer of
smoke, visibility dropped
to zero around 8.30 a.m. in
several parts of the nation-
al capital, the India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD)
said. Officials at the IGI Air-
port said the movement of
non-CAT III compliant
flights was affected due to
the low visibility, adding
that the necessary mea-
sures were put in place.

Sources said the visibili-
ty on the runways dropped
to 50 metres at 9.30 a.m.,
which led to six flights be-
ing diverted to Jaipur and
one to Lucknow.

An IMD official said that
due to the fog, minimum
temperatures are likely to
drop over the next few
days. The maximum tem-
perature on Wednesday
was 27.8 degrees Celsius,
one degree below normal.

The maximum and mi-
nimum temperatures have
remained four degrees
above average in the se-
cond week of November
with the winter setting in
late this year.
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Fog Swallows IGl, 10 Flights

Iverted, Over 100 Delayed

Cascading Effect Continues Through The Day Even After Gloom Lifts

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A very dense fog
over IGI Airport on Wednes-
day forced 10 Delhi-bound
flights to divert to Jaipur and
Lucknow. Over 100 flights we-
re delaved in a cascading
effect of slow take-offs
and landings.

The flights that are not
CAT IIT compliant are impac-
ted, so airlines are informing
passengers via phone, email
and social media about the
delays.According to India
Meteorological Department,
the dense fog blanketed the
airport from 6am to 10am. Vi-
sibility was less than 200 met-
res at this time, and for one
hour it evenreduced to zero.

Met officials said CAT III
procedures were initiated at
IGI Airport as runway visibi-
lity ranged from 125 metres to
500 metres.

Delhi airport wrote on X,
“While landing and takeoffs
continue at Delhi Airport,
flights that are not CAT III
compliant may get affected.
Passengers are requested to
contact the airlines concer-
ned for updated flight infor-
mation. Any inconvenience

caused is deeply regretted.”
Of the total flight diver-
sions, nine were sent to Jai-
pur and one to Lucknow.
However, even after visi-
bility improved during the
daytime, the cascading effect

of the delays continued.
Harsh Singh, a passenger, sa-
id: “My flight to Lucknow was
scheduled to take off at
12.20pm on Wednesday. Howe-
ver, 1t left the national capital
after adelay of an hour.”

ORANGE ALERT FOR DENSE FOG TODAY

to Jaipur and Lucknow

IMD has

issued @
an

orange alert for
smog/dense to
very dense fog
on Thursday
morning. Smog/
mist/moderate
fog likely in the
evening/night

@ Yellow al for moderate to dense

10 Delhi-bound flights diverted %;i Over]_oo flights

delayed

.MM AM

LA LAL st

fog at a few places on Friday morning.
Smog/mist likely in the evening/night

MINIMUM VISIBILITY OVER DELHI (inmetres)

(SAFDARIUNG

SAFDARJUNG
TO PALAM
] - — =

Officials said the airport
initiates low visibility proce-
dures (LVP) — measures ai-
med at making landings easi-
er when visibility dips below
800 metres. During this pe-
riod, CAT-I procedures,
which are a basic set of pre-
cautions, are initiated for vi-
sibility above 550 metres.
Those pilots who are CAT-11
compliantareallowed to land
when visibility is between
275-550 metres. However,
CAT-IIT A and B pilots can
land when visibility is below
275 metres and even at 50 met-
res. “The pilots who are trai-
ned in CAT III procedures can
make an aircraft land with a
minimum visibility of 50
metres. An aircraft can take
off with a visibility of 125
metres,” an official said.

Wednesday was the first
of the season when Delhi re-
corded dense fog. IMD has is-
suedanorangealertfordense
fog for Thursday too. “It may
affect some airports, highwa-
yvs and railway routes. Ferry
services are also to be affec-
ted.” It warned of “difficult
driving conditions with slo-
wer journey times” and “traf-
ficcollisions”™.
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Al-Vistara merger becomes reality; SIA to invest Rs 3,195 cr in integrated entity

NEW DELHI, Nov 12: Mark-
ing a sigmificant consolidation in
the fast-growing Indian aviation
space, Air India on Tuesday com-
pleted the Vistara merger to cre-
ate an integrated awrline, partly
owned by Singapore Airhines
(SIA) that will fly over 1,20,000
passengers daily and connect over
90 destinations.

The completion of the much-
awaited amalgamation, which was
announced in November 2022,
comes within six weeks of the mte-
gration of Air India Express and AIX
Connect. The two mergers have
created a full service carrier and a
low-cost carrier of scale for the Tata
Group, which 18 seeking to estab-
lish a “world class global aviation

company with an Indian heart”.

Earlier in the day, the nearly
1()-year-old Vistara—a joint ven-
ture between Tatas and Singa-
pore Airlines — flew into the sun-
set and its last fhght was from
Delhi to Singapore.

As part of the merger, SIA will
invest an additional Rs 3,194.5
crore in the enlarged entity. The
enlarged Air India will operate
over 5,600 weekly flights, con-
necting over 90 domestic and in-
ternational destinations with a
fleet of 210 arrcraft, according to
an Air India release.

Also, the new entity will fly
over 1,20,000 passengers every
day and offer an extended world-
wide connectivity to over 800 des-

tinations through more than 75
codeshare and interline partners.
It 1s now the country’'s largest
iternational carrier and the sec-
ond-largest domestic carrier.

“Post-merger, Air
India Group operates
a combined fleet of
300 aircraft covering
55 domestic and 48
mternational destina-
tions, with 312 routes
and 8,300 flights per
week. The collective
staff strength stands at over
30,000, the release said.

While the Vistara flight code
‘UK has faded away, the arrline’s
flights will have the code starting
with the prefix ‘Al2" to help cus-

tomers choose at the time of
booking as Vistara was well re-
garded for its services whereas
Air India, which 1s in the trans-
formation phase, has been grap-

pling with some service 1ssues.
“The merger of Air India and
Vistara completes the consolida-
tion and restructuring phase of the
Air India Group's post-privatisa-
tion transformation journey, and 1s

thus a significant milestone. Over
the past two years, teams across
the four airlines have worked
closely together and with other
stakeholders to ensure that the
transition of people,
assets, operations
and, most important-
ly, customers, was as
seamless as possi-
ble,” Air India Man-
aging Director and
Chief Executive Of-
ficer Campbell Wil-
son said.

The 1comc ‘Maharaja’, once
synonymous with Air India for a
long time, will rernain 1n a differ-
ent form in the merged entity.
Around 4.5 million Club Vistara

frequent flyer accounts have been
transferred to Air India’s flying
returns programme, which has
been renamed as ‘Maharaja Cluby'.

Amongst many other aspects,
Air India said more than 4,000
vendor contracts have been con-
solidated and 2,70,000 customer
bookings migrated.

VK115 fhght from Delhi to Sm-
gapore was the last flight of Vis-
tara with the code ‘UK’ while
UK986 from Mumbai to Delhi was
the carrier’s last domestic fhight.

Starting a new chapter, the
merged entity operated its first
flight with the code 'Al2286" from
Doha to Mumbai.

In the domestic sector, the in-
tegrated entity’s first flight

Al2984 took off from Mumbai to
Delhi. All the four fhights landed
at their respective destinations
early m the morning on Tuesday.

The Awr India-Vistara merger
also marks the second major air-
line industry consolidation in the
country after 2006-2007. Now,
Air India is the lone full service
Indian carrier.

In 2006-07, Indian Airlines
merged with Air India and Awr
Sahara merged with Jet Airways.
Durmg the same period, Air Dec-
can was amalgamated with King-
fisher Airlines. Air India, Vistara,
and AIX Connect together had a
domestic market share of little
over 29 per cent in September,
as per latest official data. — PTI
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The fleeting glamour of Indian aviation

n Movember 7, the Supreme Court passed an
O order ligquidating Jet Airways, three decades

alter it took wing and mised the bar on ser-
vice standards in domestic aviation. Five days later,
L-year-old Tata- owned Vistara, the airline that was
considered Jet's successor in service values, flew
intothe sunset following a merger with Air India.

Both events — a bankmptey and a merger —
reflect the rollercoaster fortunes of the Indian aviation
industry ever since the government announced its
“open skies policy™ in April 1990 Since then, India
has seen almost 45 alrdines tum defunct — most of
them ceasing operatons and others subsuming thelr
identities following mergens, acoqui-
sitions and intemal restruciurings

Here's the eternal mystery.
Aviation is one of the world's most
precariows businesses, valnerble to
multiple unknown unknowns (war,
oil price fluctuations, volcanic emip-
tions and so on). Indian aviation,
with its high cost structures (avia-
tion turbine fuel, alrcraft leasing,
pilot training) and uncertain regu-
latory recime, is among the world's
risklest, Yer, in a country where
access to capital 5 scarce and expen-
sive, this capital-intensive business
retaing a magnetic plamour for the Indian business
world, Mo matter how many failures, newer iInvesions
kept entering the fray.

Since 1991, the airline business has attracted all
manner of backers — from, among others, a hatch-
ey owner to the promoter of dodgy chit fund, atick-
eting agent, a liquor baron, politicians, an Udupi
restanrateur, to a well-known stock market bull, and
the chaimman of India’s largest conglomerate. Names
such as GoAlr, ModlLoft, Damania, Kingfisher have
all entered the annals of aviation history.

Remarkably, few other industries have created as
much popuilar drama. It began with the fiest of the
private airlines in the post-liberalisation era — East=

SWOoT

KANIKA DATTA

West Ajrlines promoted by Kerala businessman
Thakivudesn Abdud Wahid in 1994, A vesrlater, Wahid
wiis gunned down by gangsters for reasens vet o be
established but it had a spin-off effect on the airline.
With banks increasingly reluctant to lend and debt
to suppliers piling up, the aifine folded in 1998,

Naresh Goval's Jet Airways, which started opera-
tions a vear earlier, was among the earliest and most
successful of Indian privately-owned airdines to chal-
lengethe state-owned carrler Thar evenmually prompt-
el 8 messy merger berween the domestic operanor
Indian Aldines and flag carrler Alr-Indka and H-pdged
aircraft acquisitons that sent the business into atail-
spin, from which itemerged onlby with
Chedramatic 218, 000erome buyout by
the Tata group in 2021, Here was all
the grand theatreofla Tata-owned air-
line, forcibly nationalised in 1953,
retuming to the group hangar,

Despite his undoubted domi-
nance of the industry for a decade
and a half, Naresh Goval will forever
be remembered for a dramatic late-
night press conference, where he
imvoked his late mother after Jot
Alrways employees went on strike
following job curs, and for a tearful
performance in court after attracting
theatentionsof the Enforcement Directorate In 2019,
hiswings dipped by rising debt and an inability to
compete with IndiGo, the aggressive new low-cost
competitor on the block, the airline was grounded
and efforts by a little known consortium to revive it
went nowhere,

Betore him, Vijay Mallva. the poor-man’s Richard
Branson with his carefully eultivated image as the
"King of Good Times”, became better known as an
escape artist, fleelng to London to escape creditors
in India. His Kingficher Airlines, a 2005 startup, a
gift for his son apparently, bought low-cost carrier
Alr Decean in 2007 and attempted the Impossible,
Offering full service values to a low=cost operation

eventually drowned the company in debt.

G R Gopinath, from whom Mr Mallya bought Air
Decean, has enjoved better fortunes, He pioneered
the low-cost, no-frills concept with Air Deccan but
failed to turn a profit, eventually selling to King fisher.
Later, he set up & cargo airline that closed two years
later. Undaunted. he has managed to produce a film
version of his memoir Simplify, a dramatic story of
warding off competitors, cormpt bureaucrats and
politcians to realise his "dream”. The Tamil version
Soararml Porrre was released in 2020 and the
Bollywood version, Sarflra, starring Akshay Kumar,
hit the screens this year.

Even no-frills camier IndiGo, the Btecomer founded
in 2006 that doeminated Tndian skies ever since, enter-
tained readers of the business presswith the two pan-
niers, Rakesh Gangwal and Rahul Bhata falling out
onver fuiume strategy and trading seousations over relar-
ed-party transactions and board control. The dispute
took in the market regulator, the Prime Minister's
Office, the aviation regulator and overseas arbitration
before Mr Gangwal resigned from the airline’s board
and started scaling back his shareholding.

With domestic alrlines carrving abount 150 million
passengers a vear, India is now the world's third-
larzest aviarion market, almost 79 per cent of it com-
prising low cost-carriers. By 2030, it is expected to
carry 300 million passengers a vear, Thal soaring
prospec cottld be grounded by the old problem of
debr and losses. Losses in FY25 are likely o be
between 32,000 crore and 23,000 crore. No matter,
the industry is on ashopping spree. IndiGa, which
commands 63 per cent of the market, has ordered
900 aircraft, the Tata group 555 Even fledgling Akasa
Alr (founded 2021} has orders for 226 alrcraft.

This is a fighting response in an industry where
aircraft lease liabilites account for the bulk of air-
lines' debr. Perhaps it's a reasonable bet to take In
an industry that's become a duopoly betwee n IndiGo
and the various airlines of the Tara group that col-
lectively command 89 per cent of the market. Any
more [akers now, vou wonder.
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DICEY | AFFAR Anonymeous search engines pose hurdle to pinpoint perpetrators

Fake bomb threats can't be ignored

PRIYA RATHNAM I DC
HYDERABAD, NOV. 12

Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport
(RGIA) in Hyderabad
has been grappling with
bomb threats this vear
with a total of 12 cases
reported so far, five of
which emerged in the
last two months alone.

The calls kept on their
toes, airport authorities,
law enforcement, intelli-
gence and CISE, apart
from bomb detection
squads and airline per-
sonnel to ensure that
passenger safety and
security was ensured.

According to a police
source, an individual
with the name Adam
Lanza on 'X' (formerly
Twitter) was discovered
in the investigation as
allegedly posting threats

on the platform. This
individual created multi-
ple accounts to dissemi-
nate threats, only to
block them shortly after
and create a new account
in the same name with
additional numbers or
characters.

The police have
reached out to X' seeking
details about the account
holder. The responses
received so far have led
to IP addresses traced
back to France and the
United Kingdom.

Explaining the
response to any bomb

threat, Shamshabad
DCP B. Rajesh said,
“Law enforcement

mobilises a specialised
task task force compris-
ing local police, bomb
squad units, Central
Industrial Security
Force (CISF) along with
the airport authorities.
We will arrange ambu-
lances and fire engines.”

“This collaborative
approach aims to bolster
security at the airport
and we can conduct thor-
ough investigations into
the ongoing threats. We
as a team perform metic-

ulous checks of the air-
port premises, including
luggage and suspicious
articles, and ensure that
no explosive devices are
present.”

DCP Rajesh said the
cybercrime wing also
starts working to
analyse digital foot-
prints associated with
the threatening mes-
sages. The officer added
that the motive behind
some of the threat cases
previously appeared to
be angry customers or
ticket booking agents.
Customers, who were
not treated right or faced
any discomfort, trying to
vent their anger, were
identified as the causes
behind several threats in
previous cases.

The latest series of
threats, however,
appears to be different.

“There will also be for-
eign elements dissemi-
nating serious threats
and thus the security
and thorough -checks
cannot be compromised
on any grounds,” Rajesh
said. “Airlines and hotels
suffer losses.”

A senior officer said,
“The use of anonymous
platforms and tools, such
as Tor, Onion and other
search engines makes it
challenging to pinpoint
the perpetrators. Tor,
originally developed by
the US Navy to protect
sensitive information, is
now being misused by
perpetrators to hold out
these threats without
revealing their identity
This hinders the ability
to track down suspects.
They also use proxy
servers which generate
fake IP addresses.”
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"STRICT CHECK ON TICKET PRICES WITH EYE ON AFFORDABILITY’

Don’t Want Duopoly, Need More

Air

Says govt will seek
to protect carriersin
case of fin difficulties

TeamET

New Delhi: Civil aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naidu said the
government wants more airli-
nes in India and doesn’t want a
duopoly to take hold.

“When you have more people
coming into the industry, that de-
mand and supply situation is go-
Iing to drive down the prices. We

es: Aviation Minister Naidu

wouldn’t like to restrict oursel-
ves with a thought process that
there are only two players in the
industry,” Naidu said at the ET
India Ascends event on Wednes-
day. The minister added that the
government will keep a strict
check on ticket prices so that air
travel remains affordable.

On the recent spate of hoax
bomb threats against Indian
carriers, Naidu said the go-
vernment hasdevised amecha-
nism to address these faster so
that the safety of passengers is
maintained but theyareless in-
convenienced.

‘Helping New Entrants’ »» 17

‘Helping New Entrants’

»»FromPage1

India’s aviation market is 80% held by
IndiGo and Air India. This follows Vis-
tara being absorbed into Air India as
part of the Tata company’s aviation bu-
siness consolidation plan.

Despite being run by private capital,
the government will seek to intervene
to protect airlines if they face financial
difficulties as any bankruptcy increa-
ses prices, making air travel less affor-
dable.

“We are not just leaving the industry
because it is private,” he said. “We keep
talking to them, we discuss with them,
to see how best we can do the policy ma-
king so that the airlines continue their
business. For us as an industry, it is ve-
ry, very important that wedon't let go of
any airline. Wedon't wantany airline to
go bankrupt or leave the industry.”

The government wants new entrants
intheaviation business even if theyare
aiming to begin with just one or two pla-
nes, he said.

“We are encouraging them to start
their operations,” he said. “We are gi-
ving them any assistance they would
need from our side, we are giving it to
them. And we are encouraging them to
2o to these smaller airports also and

function there so that the prices come
down.”

The government has announced that
1t will extend the Ude Desh ka Aam Na-
agrik (UDAN)regional air connectivity
scheme that's aimed at making flying
more accessible and affordable. It was
introduced in 2016 for a period of 10 ye-
ars. As many as 601 routes and 71 air-
ports have been operationalised under
the regional air connectivity scheme.

“Earlier; air travel used to be only fora
very elite class and a very segmented
target group,” he said. “But today, Indi-
an aviation is being driven by tier 2 and
tier 3 cities... which has given the com-
mon man a better way to connect thro-
ugh airtravel. Since 2014, the number of
airports have doubled from 74 to 157.”

As for ticket prices, Naidu said that
the primary focus of the government is
to connect the whole country and give
the opportunity of air travel to each
and every one and make it affordable.

The airline industry has been racked
by a series of hoax bomb threats in re-
cent times. “We have improved our se-
curity at the airports and increased
surveillance. Definitely, we had a lear-
ning experience through this process
on how we can improve our systems,
make them more efficient," Naidu said.
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Record Fossil Fuel Emissions

Planet-warming carbon dioxide emissions from oil, gas and coal rose
to a new record of 37.4 billion tonnes this year, according to the Global
Carbon Project science team. Increases in COz emissions from India

as well as growth in international aviation drove emissions up, while
emissions decreased in the EU and the US. Overall global CO: pollution,
which includes emissions from land use change like deforestation, was
roughly flat at 41.6 billion tonnes in 2024. A snapshot...

Global fossil fuel CO, emissions” : By country, 2024
% GLCOu/yr Cemen 415
2 BECEN 120 | 05
S 49 | 03
THELLC I 32 | 49
AN 24 | 35
" N EEE
: | row  IECEN IEY

: IAS: international aviation
1959 2024  and shipping, RoW: Rest of World

Projection

‘Based on monthly figures and projections to the end of the year; therefore, final
data could vary from current estimates ® Source: globalcarbonbudget.org, AFP
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TATAS DREAM: AI-VISTARA
MERGER BECOMES REALITY

NEWDEHI
e

Marking a significant consoli-
dation in the fast-growing
Indian aviation space, Air India
on Tuesday completed the
Vistara merger o create an
integrated  airline, partly
owned by Singapore Airlines,
that will be flying over 120,000
passengers daily and connect
more than 80 destinations.
The completion of the
much-awaited amalgamation,
which was announced in
November 2022, comes within

six weeks of the integration of
Air India Express and AIX
Connect. The two mergers
have created a full service car-
rier and a low-cost carrier of
scale for the Tata Group, which
is seeking to establish a “world
class global aviation company
with an Indian heart”.

Earlier in the day, the nearly
10-venr-old Vistars — a joint
venfure between Tatas and
Singapore Airlines — flew into
the sunset and its last flight
was from Delhi to Singapore.

As part of the merger,
Singapore Airlines (SLA) will
imvest an additional Rs 3194.5
crore in the enlarged entity:

The enlarged Air India will
operate over 5600 weekly
flights, connecting more than
90 domestic and international
destinations with a fleet of 210
aircraft, according t an Air
India release.
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New rest norms for pilots will
reduce their salary: Air India

Implementation of the proposed norms on duty
and rest fimings for pilots will huret the interests
of the cockpit crew, Air India has informed the
Directorate Generl of Civil Aviation (DGCA), ina
meeting on Wednesday. Pilots have rejected the
claim. “shouldn't safety be paramount? How can
the commercial interests of the airline supersede
safety at a time of mounting pilor faigee?”
Captain C,5. Randhawa, president, Federation of
Indian Pilots, said. The meeting was part of the
mediation exercise ordered by the Delhi High
Cowrt on October 24, The next date of hearing on
the matter is December 6. There was another
mecting scheduled by the DGCA carlier, but na
one from Air India attended it
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Fog in morning
disrupts flights,
hits NCR tratffic

HT Correspondents

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/GURUGRAM: After
two weeks of grey, hazy skies,
the National Capital Region on
Wednesday morning recorded
its first spell of dense fog this
winter, as visibility dropped as
low as zero metre in parts, dis-
rupting flight operations at
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport, as well as traffic on
major roads across NCR,

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) sounded a
warning, issuing an orange alert
for “very dense” fog on Thursday
and a yellow alert for “dense” fog
on Friday.

IMD defines “shallow” fogina
region when visibility drops to
500-1,000m, “moderate” fog
when visibility is 200-500m,
“dense” fog when visibility is
50-200m, and “very dense” when
visibility dips to 50m or lower.

Experts said the sudden onset
of the fog on Wednesday was a
result of an interaction between
warm and humid easterlies and
cold and dry westerlies.

“We had observed easterlies
for the last few days, which are
warm and humid. From Tuesday
night, westerlies and north-west-
erlies started affecting the
region. The interaction between
casterlies and the cold and dry
westerlies led to a mixing of

sorts, which further interacted
with the humid atmospheric
conditions to cause condensa-
tion of water vapour,” Mahesh
Palawat, vice president at
Skymet, said.

At IGI, visibility dropped to
zero metre at Bam, improving to
only 50 metres by 9.30am. Offi-
cials at the airport said at least 10
flights were diverted, and over
30 were delayed due to the low
visibility. “This is the first dense
fog for Delhi this season. Visibil-
ity was zero at 8.30am, and the
runway visual range was 125m,”
asenior IMD official said.

Meanwhile, motorists on road
had a harrowing time during the
morning rush hour, as vehicles
moved at a snail's pace on key
roads at Dhaula Kuan, Kalindi
Kunj, Outer Ring Road, Delhi-
Gurgaon Expressway, and
Mukarba Chowk, among others.

“T was stuck at Kalindi Kunj
for nearly an hour along a
50-metre stretch,” said Dheeraj
Sharma, who was travelling
from Noida to Delhi.

Police said additional person-
nel were deployed to manage
vehicular movement.

Additional commissioner of
police (traffic) Dinesh Kumar
Gupta said: “Traffic personnel
wearing fluorescent jackets,
shoulder lights, and handheld
traffic light batons have been
deployed at all Delhi borders.”

14 NOVEMBER 2024
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Air India completes merger
procedure with Vistara

Air India said on Tuesday that it has completed
its integration and legal merger with Vistara, a
day after the latter flew for the last time. This
follows the integration of Air India Express and
the erstwhile AirAsia India achieved last month
to form the low-cost arm of the airline, that will
complement the Air India-Vistara combined
entity. “The merger completes the consolidation
and restructuring phase of the Air India Group’s
post-privatisation transformation journey,” said
Campbell Wilson, MD & CEO of Air India.
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Dense fog covers city, flights hit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL NOVEMBER13

DELHI EXPERIENCED its first
denae fog epiode of the season
Wadnesday momie, impacting
visibility and krading to several
Might diversions The air qual ity
alsodeteriorated, dipping (o ‘se-
vere” —a first this winter
Sevenflightsweredverted
six ta Jarpur and ane to Lucknow
— as vishility level at the India
Gandhi International Airport in
Delhi was Om from 8 am up o
9. 30am Dense fiog previnked with
visibality at 50 m as.of 9 30am.
Delhi International Alrport
Lirritidd sl on X that low visibil-
ity procedures were initiated at
the airport, “While landing and
takeofls continue o Delhy Airport.

(ighes that are not CAT lleompl
antmay get alfected,” if sad.

The IMD classifies fog as
“shallow’ when the wisbility Ells
between 500 m and 1,000 m,
and ‘moderate’ when it i up to
200 m. "Deénse” fog 15 reported
when thevisillity reponed up
to 50 m; further low visibility
levels indicate ‘very dense’ fog
According to the IMB, shallow
fog prevailed in Delhs-NCR on
Wednesday evening

TheIMD has ssved anarme
alertior Thursdlay [ Novermber 14)
and ayellow alert for Friday due
1o imtens fication of fog condi-
tions. Dense I very dense fogis
forecast for Thumsday and mod-
erate io dense for Friday.

Ithas forecast moderate fog
or smog conditions inthe morm-
ing. with smog or mist ikely n

the evening, from Samurday
[ Novemnber 160 Movember 19,
A fresh western disturbance
prevails over the Nortiwvest said
the MD. The weather phenome-
niof, whech refers to soms that
onginate in the Mediterranean
Sea, brings moksture-bearing
winds o Nobwwest Indiaand are
dlriven by Westerlies, " Oner Dedhi,
the weather has significantly
changed withrespect o niens
fication of fog conditions in the
morning,... withfog or smogcov-
eragestaying a langer part of the
day, sunlight cut ofl may cause
fall of maximum temperaure,”
IMD scientist B K Jenamarni s,
Dhuse to lower visibility and
very dense og, maximum tem-
pevatures fellover Dethi rom 328
de grees Celsius on Tuesday to
27 Bdegrees e sus Wednesday
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Airline bomb hoax
probe flies into EU
data privacy wall
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India’s probe hitby EU’s privacy laws

FROM PAGE 1

rakiomal security exemyitions fir
other nations. The USenjovs the
alilit v toask the EL lorprersomal
data from a European nation
under selecl cireumstanees—
through the Clarifving Lawful
Oversens Use of Diata (Cloud)
Acd, Toel B dboes pnd Bave sinchan
enahling hilateral regulation
with Europe

A senior lawyer advising
European compemnies from
whom the Centre is sevling
data said, requesting anonym-
iy, that Incli cureenty stamds
ata dissehviniage becass of the
lack of “any thuid and accessible
ehista sl fresbies”,

“I'he only tresty that facili-
tatesthis ks the Budapest Con-
vernbitan ety which Doz has
refused tobe asignatory ol due
P enameerns Uhat i wonbd silso

harve o divalge sensitive dataif

ather nations come calling: The
crndy currend machiniso s foe
Inelia touse an MLAT {(Mutaal
Laergeal Assistanee Treaty) which
im0 very slow pmcess, The
other is for a local police body
toaska loealcourt teisaea it
ter roegatory to a foreign court
seeking diata—none of which
are enalling regulations by
maiure,” the lawver said

He sbidedd thiat with globl

India cannot force any private entity to share the data it wants as

mast global VPN operators have exited the country. A

VI'N operators mosthy having
et Fcdin due todts st ringend
data maintenance and revela-
tion clauses by Law, India does
pvinl banvie thatalnl

ular VPN —this s animpractical
proness, creadedd ool of Trclia's
own handling of cross-border
dlata trails so far,” he said.
[ndia's prolwe

ity to force any  Indiastandsata  currentlveoversa
[rivite: entity to disadvantage it manist el
prochuce the datia because of the effort to identify
itis demanding. lack of “a ny fluid pem-r_-mtzrs.
“This VP Nsare Anrermail sentin
the direct party and accessible the ministry seck-
here, Bt they oo da::’;ar;::fer i aenmment on

ame clients of Big
Tech firms with
el srrversglo
bally. India would not get an
answer if it went to any Big
Tevheompemyandaskel them
to reves] the data trail left by a
prarticular customerola partic

[T malter
remained unan-
sweredhundil proess
time. Queries sent by Mint to
the embassies of France and
Giermany in Tndia did mol
immedinely receive responses

Stakeholdies aml Towyens

siid cross-barder data regula-
Lnns preesent complications i
ther atwsence of clearly difined
B bsst o nn b LT mnac] Ik,

A senior lawyer who was
consitted on the development
of India’s Digiial Mersonal Data
Protection (DD Act, 20023,
sk, "Mational securicy con-
cermns ypically dnvolve inore
stringent and clearly faid-down
laws, I the situation was
reversed, India may also deny
any foreign pany access toper-
someilelata b Inedia vndess there
were clear warrants pinpoint-
ing af perpretrmtors in case of
legitiomate national security
CONCerms, ~

Huowever, others said vl
given India ond Europe's
strong bhilateral equations, a
risn luthorshwaled beesough, ©

“Inclia and Ewrope hove his-
torically had strong hilateral
conpenrtion on law enforee
ment, conmter-terrsm prac-
Brvsamd more—these relat gns
must be leveraged further for
thve ELT gos aiel ruchize an o e off
national secumty,” said Ragm
Rizvi, founding director of pol-
iy think=tank The Dinlogue.
which also advised theminisoy
o data priviey and eross-bor-
dher data trnnslor issaes,

For an extended version of
e sty g fo S vemdend oo,
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Al Express to reconfigure
planes with business class
seats from April 2025

NEW DELHI: Air India
Express plans to start reconfigu-
ration of planes having business
class seats from Apn% 2025, as
the airline focuses on operating
narrow-body planes with only
economy class seats, according
to a senior official.

The Tata Group-owned air-
line that merged AIX Connect
with itself on October 1, has
rationalised its network and
currently has an operational
fleet of 90 planes, including over
30 aircraft with dual-class seats.

Amid supply chain woes
impacting fresh aircraft deliv-
eries, the airline has, so far,
inducted 35 white-tail Boeing
737-8 planes. Their count will
rise to 50 in the coming months.

Many of these white-tail air-

craft have varying numbers of

business-class seats.

Generally, white-tail planes
are those that were originally
manufactured for a particu-
lar airline and later taken by
another airline.

The senior airline official
said it will start reconfiguration
of the aircraft having business
class from April onwards.

The carrier wants to offer
only economy class seats, the
official added.

Currently, the carrier offers
economy and business class
seats. Pl
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SIA TO INVEST ADDITIONAL RS 3,195 CR IN INTEGRATED ENTITY

Tatas dreams: Air India-Vistara
merger creates integrated airline

Enlarged Air India will operate over 5,600 weekly flights, connecting
more than 9o domestic & int’l destinations with a fleet of 210 aircraft

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Marking a sig-
nificant consolidation in the
fast-growing Indian aviation
space, Air India on Tuesday
completed the Vistara merger
to create an integrated air-
line, partly owned by Singa-
pore Airlines, that will be flying
over 1,20,000 passengers daily
and connect more than 90
destinations.

The completion of the
much-awaited amalgama-
tion, which was announced in
November 2022, comes within

six weeks of the integration of

Air India Express and AIX Con-
nect. The two mergers have cre-
ated a full service carrier and
a low-cost carrier of scale for
the Tata Group, which is seck-
ing to establish a “world class
global aviation company with
an Indian heart”.

Earlier in the day, the nearly
10-year-old Vistara — a joint
venture between Tatas and Sin-
gapore Airlines — flew into the
sunset and its last flight was
from Delhi to Singapore.

As part of the merger, Sin-
gapore Airlines (SIA) will invest
an additional Rs 3,194.5 crore
in the enlarged entity.

The new entity will
fly over 1,20,000
passengers every
day and offers
connectivity to over
800 destinations
through more than
75 codeshare and
interline partners

» Air India is now the
country's largest
international carrier
and the second-largest
domestic carrier

=

‘Post-merger, Air India
Group operates a
combined fleet of
300 planes covering
48 international & 55
domestic destinations,
with 312 routes and
8,300 flights per week'
» ‘The collective staff
strength stands at
over 30,000, the
release said

The enlarged Air India
will operate over 5,600 weekly
flights, connecting more than
90 domestic and international
destinations with a fleet of 210
aircraft, according to an Air
India release.

Also, the new entity will fly
over 1,20,000 passengers every
day and offers an extended
worldwide connectivity to over
800 destinations through more

than 75 codeshare and interline
partners,

It is now the country’s larg-
estinternational carrier and the
second-largest domestic carrier.

“Post-merger, Air India
Group operates a combined
fleet of 300 aircraft covering 55
domestic and 48 international
destinations, with 312 routes
and 8,300 flights per week. The
collective staff strength stands

at over 30,000, the release said.

While the Vistara flight code
‘UK’ has faded away, the airlines
flights will have the code start-
ing with the prefix ‘AI12’ to help
customers choose at the time
of booking as Vistara was well
regarded for its services whereas
Air India, which isin the trans-
formation phase, has been grap-
pling with some service issues.

“The merger of Air India
and Vistara completes the con-
solidation and restructuring
phase of the Air India Group’s
post-privatisation transforma-
tion journey, and is thus a sig-
nificant milestone. Over the past
two years, teams across the E)ﬂlir
airlines have worked closely
together and with other stake-
haolders to ensure that the transi-
tion of people, assets, operations
and, most importantly, custom-
ers, was as seamless as possible,”
Air India Managing Director
and Chief Executive Officer
Campbell Wilson said.

The iconic ‘Maharaja, once
synonymous with Air India for
along time, will remain in a dif-
ferent form in the merged entity.
Around 4.5 million Club Vistara
frequent flyer accounts have
been transferred to Air Indias
flying returns programme,

which has been renamed as
‘Maharaja Club!

Amongst many other
aspects, Air India said more
than 4,000 vendor contracts
have been consolidated and
2,70,000 customer bookings
migrated. UK115 flight from
Delhi to Singapore was the last
flight of Vistara with the code
UK’ while UK986 from Mum-
bai to Delhi was the carrier’s last
domestic flight.

Starting a new chapter, the
merged entity operated its first
flight with the code ‘A12286'
from Doha to Mumbai.

In the domestic sector, the
integrated entity’s first flight
Al2984 took off from Mum-
bai to Delhi. All the four flights
landed at their respective des-
tinations early in the morning
on Tuesday.

The Air India-Vistara
merger also marks the second
major airline industry consoli-
dation in the country after 2006-
2007. Now, Air India is the lone
full service Indian carrier.

In 2006-07, Indian Airlines
merged with Air India and Air
Sahara merged with Jet Air-
ways. During the same period,
Air Deccan was amalgamated
with Kingfisher Airlines.
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IndiGo seeks extension of Boeing 777 lease amid rising international demand

PTI B NEW DELHI

Union Finance Minister
IndiGo is working with
the civil aviation ministry to
explore the possibility of
extending the wet lease of
wide-body Boeing 777 planes
from Turkish Airlines, as the
existing lease period is ending
this week.

Currently, IndiGo is
operating two wet-leased
Boeing 777 planes for flights
from Delhi and Mumbai to
Istanbul. These are also the
only two wide-body aircraft
that are in the fleet of the
airline, which is India's largest
carrier with a domestic
market share of over 62 per
cent.

These aircraft were wet-leased
to cater to the rising demand
for international travel from

India.
IndiGo started operating its
first wide-body Boeing 777
aircraft on the Delhi-Istanbul
route from February 1, 2023,
and began operating the
Boeing 777 plane on the
Mumbai-Istanbul route from
May 17, 2023.

Sources in the know said the
airline has not received an
extension for continuing with
the wet lease of the aircraft.
When contacted, an IndiGo
spokesperson on Monday told
PT1 that the airline is
"working with the ministry to
explore solutions to extend
the wet lease as our AOG
{Aircraft On Ground) related
capacity constraints, while
improving, are not enlirely
behind us".
The two Boein

777 planes
will be operated

IndiGo till

November 14 for the flights
from Delhi and Mumbai to
Istanbul.

From November 15, the
airline will be deploying A321
aircraft for operating these
flights, accordin to
information avallaﬁle on

website

flight  tracking
Flightradar24.Com.
Wet lease of an aircraft by an
Indian carrier involves the
leasing of foreign aircraft,
along with crew, maintenance
and insurance.

The plane is also under the

operational control of the
foreign operator (lessor) and
subject  to  regulatory
requirements of the foreign
civil  aviation  authority
concerned.

The safety oversight of such
operations is also under the
purview of the foreign
authority concerned, and the
role of Indian carriers is
limited to commercial aspects

of operations.
While announcing the
induction of the second

Boeing 777 plane into its fleet
in May 2023, IndiGo CEO
Pieter Elbers said the new
aircraft will not only increase
caTacity on the route but also
help keep the fares affordable.
The Boeing 777 aircraft has a
seating capacity of 400
passengers in a dual-class
configuration  with 24

business and 376 economy
class seats, the airline said.

In the wake of Pratt &
Whitney engine issues, the
airline {nas grounded many
aircraft, impacting  its
capacity.

Last month, IndiGo, which
also became India's first
airline to have more than 400
aircraft, said the number of
rounded aircraft has reduced
to the high 60s from the mid-
70s and will further come
down to the sub-60 level by
the year-end.

At the end of September, the
carrier had a fleet of 410
planes.

As part of expanding its
international network to
long-haul destinations,
IndiGo, in May this year,
placed a firm order for 30
Airbus A350-900 aircraft.
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Vistara fies final journey as it merges with Air India

PTI B NEW DELHI

After operating for nearly
10 years, full service
carrier Vistara flew into the
sunset on Tuesday early
morning operating its last
flight from the national
capital to Singapore.

Vistara a joint venture
between Tatas and Singapore
Airlines has now merged with
Air India, creating an
enlarged entity that is now
the country's largest
international carrier and
second-largest domestic
carrier.

UK115 flight from Delhi to
Singapore was the last flight
of Vistara with the code 'UK
while UK986 from Mumbai
to Delhi was the carrier's last
domestic flight.

Starting a new chapter in
India's fast-growing civil
aviation space, the merged
entity operated its first flight
with the code 'Al12286" from

VISCarRa
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Doha to Mumbai.

In the domestic sector, the
integrated entity's first flight
AlI2984 took off from
Mumbai to Delhi.

All the four flights landed at
their respective destinations
early in the morning on
Tuesday, according to
information available on the
flight tracking  website

L L T T Y T TIIrT

Flightradar24.Com.
According to an official, the
two airlines have been
merged, passcngers are being
issued Air India boarding
passes and check-in counters
of Vistara at airports have
become that of Air India.
The code 'AI2ZXXYX' is being
used for Vistara flights that
are being operated by Air

BRRRRRRN AR e

India post the merger to help
passengers identify the
Vistara flight at the time of
booking.

On Monday, an official said
the integrated entity will be
operating services on 103
domestic and 71
international routes. With the
merger, first announced in
November 2022, Singapore

Airlines will have a 25.1 per
cent stake in the integrated
entity, which will operate
more than 5,500 weekly

flights on local and
international routes.
A  formal announcement

about the merger is expected
later in the day.
ata Group has led the
consolidation wave in Indian
aviation with two major
mergers in less than two
months AIX Connect was
integrated with Air India
Express on October 1 and
now the merger of Vistara
with Air India.

Air India, Vistara and AIX
Connect together had a
domestic market share of
little over 29 per cent in
September, as per latest
official data. Together, the Air
India  grou has an
operational ﬂeet of 298
aircraft around 208 with Air
India and about 90 with Air
India Express.
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Vistara Airlines’ last flight
takes off from Odisha

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 NOVEMBER

The last flight of Vistara Air-
lines from Odisha took off
for Delhi on Monday night.
This marked the end of the
airline's operations from the
state ahead of its merger
with Air India.

Vistara's UK 782 departed
from Odisha's Biju Patnaik
International Airport at 8.30
pm, and landed at Delhi's
Indira GandhiInternational
(IGI) Airport at 10.55 pm.

In a post on social media
platform X, Vistara thanked
passengers for their continued
support.

"Thank you for being part
of this unforgettable journey
and showering us with your

#VistaraLove. We will forever
cherish these memories.
Please follow @airindia for
all the latest updates,” it
said.

To ensure aseamnless tran-
sition for customers, the air-
lines have made compre-
hensive arrangements on
the ground.

Post this merger, Vistara
flights will be operated by
AirIndia and identified by a
special four-digit Air India
code starting with the
digit 2.

Vistara's routes and sched-
ules will remain unchanged,
and the in-flight experience,
including products and serv-
ices, will continue to be
offered by the same crew.

In order to facilitate the

transition, Air India has allo-
cated additional resources
across various touchpoints
in India. The airline is also
collaborating with partner
airports to facilitate the tran-
sition.

Measures include help
desk kiosks at curbside areas
before terminal entry in hub
and metro city airports,

Among other measures,
Vistara's airport ticketing
offices and check-in terminals
will progressively transition
to Air India.

Further, advisory notices
will be displayed on self-
service kiosks, guiding pas-
sengers to select Air India
for check-in for Vistara flights
under the AI2 code starting
November 12.
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Trapis

amers images ol tgersin

the Sunderhans

Annual tiger count set to :
in Sunderbans

start

IDEBRRAL MITRA

Caleutta A Torinight from

now, maore (han 1400 can-

erns will be Installed ot

strmegic locathons aoross

the Sunderbans fomesi to

caplicre images ol iis ajex
|12

The trap cameras will be
in place for around 45 days
as part of the annual tiger
estimation exercise in the
world's lnrgest mungrove
habita for the big cat

The annual exerdse
is eonducied by the forest
departments of the ststes
that have tlpers in the wild,
The natlonal tiger census, a
quirdrenninl exercise, Is con-
durcied by the National Tiger
Conservation Authority,
wihieh functlons under the
Union gevernment.

This is the first time
the cameras will be placed
simuil tanenisly in the
Sundlarban Tiger Reserve
(STR) and the Souih
24-Purgnnas forest division.
Usually, the cameras are
placed in o phasod manner,

“The exercise heging on
November 21. Usually, we
used o keep the cameras
for around 30 days, This
vear, the cumeras will be
In thee forests for 45 days (o
caplure as many lmages as
possible.... Weare expecting
o complete the installation

of the cameras by November
26, They will remnin in
plae Gl the first week of
Jdanuary,” said Justin Jones,
deputy feld director, STH.

In total, 1,444 all-wenther
ni ghi-vision camers will
be plisced 1n 722 stratejic
locations called grids — each
Zsgkom grid will have o pair
of comems placed in opgos-
si fedirections.

The Sunderhins is
spread neross 10,0005k,
a lintle above 4 (00sq km of
which s in India.

The Inaliam Sunderbans
s split between the STR and
the South 24-Parpganas forest
division.

“The comern images will
be pnalysed with the helpal
B sallWare 1o gel 1o & num-
ber. After thit, the number
will be cross-verified by
ot lir { visual ) estimation,”
said Jones,

The firnl report of the
Lasi natlonal count, *Status
of Tlgers 20227, was re-
lepsed by ihe National Tiger
Conserva uthority
on duly 20 (International
Tiger Day) 2023, The exer
cise had pegged the number
of tigers in India and the
Sunderhans at 3,682 and 101,
respectively.

In 2020-21 , the staie-level
exercise pepgred (e num-
ber of thpers ai 96 in the

Sunderhans, the wordd's

only mangrove tiger habiiat.

Bui alter that, the state
Torest department stopped
formally releasing the re-
sulis ol the snmwel couni.

“The count Is for internal
analysis, The authoritative
figures are only released by
the NTCA. Wecan do ocular
estimation but the dear
estimation protocols are es-
tablished by the NTCA. That
Is thee acovpted standind for
any estlmation. The amin
objective of this anmual
estimation is to gauge the
impact of the tiger protec-
o el habitol mamage-
meni steps we e been
taking,” said an olficial
ot Arnnya Bhavan, the
stite forest department
head quariers,

But sources in the de-
partment said the number
shotild he more than 105,
The estimation excludes
cubs. Dnly tgers more than
a year old are Included in
the coumi.

“The anmual state-level
exercise is just an
af e tlgers based on the
fimdlings of the trap cameras,
In comparison. the narional
et is i much bigzer and
moredetaibed exercise, " said
Nilinjan Mallick, director
ol the Suniarban Blosphers
Reserve, which includes
the STR and the South
24-Parganas division.
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Dogfight to erupt as Vistara folds

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi: The battle for the
skies hents up this week as Vis-
tarn undertakes [ts final Might
on Monday before its merger
with Air India, while rival
IndiGo prepares to launch
its business class service on
Thursday.

Vistara's last domestic
service, Flight UK986, will
depart from Mumbal to Delhi
at 10:50pm, while its final in-
ternational flight, UK115, will
leave New Delhi for Singapore
al 11:45pm, both on November
1L

“Thank vou for being part
of this unforgettable journey
and showering us with your
#VistaraLove, We will forev-
er cherish these memories.
Please follow @airindia for
all the latest updates,” Vistara
said in aposton X.

Founded in 2015, Vistara

quickly rose to prominence in
India’s premium travel seg-
ment, flling a gap lel by Jet
Alrways’ 2019 collapse,

Backed by Singapore Air-
lines, the carrier introduced
fMatbed seats and premium
economy cabins, setting new
standards for service and
earning a loyal following
among business travelers.

Its discontinuation has left
fiyers disheartened desplite as-
surances from Alr India that it
will maintain Vistara's service
quality.

In the first month after
the merger, Alr India expects
to accommodate 115,000 pre-
booked Vistara passengers.

Some 270,000 Vistara cus-
tomers have already transi-
tioned to Air India’s booking
system, while 4.5 million
members of Vistara's Club
are being moved to Air India's
newly rebranded ‘Maharaja
Cluhb’

'INDIGO TO LAUNCH BUSINESS CLASS |

Alrline Flenat FY 24 mvenue in ¥ crore
IndiGo 382 | 68904
Vistam 70 | 1513
Air India* 230 | 51365
‘includies Air incla Express B0 awcralt
Vistara  Air India AIX Connect Market share (%) in
| 10.4 10.3 terms of domestic
demand in 2023-24
Air india
Express
08
Other Airfine*
1.2

* AR, Alkance Air, Star Aic. FiyBig, indaOne Air 8 Fly@1

Vistara's existing routes,
schedules, in-Nlight products,
services and crew members
remain unchanged, maintain-

ing service continuity for pas-
Sengers

Air India has outlined de-
tailed integration plans, in-

cluding renumbering Vistara
flights with new four-digit
codes starting with “2,” inte-
grating alrport ticketing ser-
vices and implementing cus-
tomer support kiosks across
major airports to ensure con-
tinuity and service ease, The
merger also grants Singapore
Afrlines a 25.1 per cent stake in
Afr India.

Air India’s CEO Campbell
Wilson said Vistara's premi-
um offerings will persist under
Afr India‘s management, high-
lighting collaborative efforts
Lo ensure “seamless transi-
tion” forr passengers and stafl.

Meanwhile, IndiGo is set
to roll out its business class,
branded IndiGoStretch, on
select Delhi-Mumbai routes
starting Thursday, with plans
toexpand to 12 destinations.

Ticket prices will be ap-
proximately 30 per cent lower
than Air India's business
class, making a Delhi-Mumbai

journey cost around ¥26,000.
IndiGoStretch will offer
coupe-style seating, premi-
uwm meals curated by Oberol
Flight Services and features
stuch as a six-way adjustable
headrest, a 38-inch seat pitch
and additional baggage allow-
ANces.

IndiGo’s move has been
met with scepticism from
some aviation analysts, who
argue the product may not
meet expectations fora premi-
um service,

“IndiGoStretch is best de-
scribed as ‘budget-elite’ rather
than premium,” sald analyst
Mark Martin, suggesting the
airline’s efforts to position it-
self in the premium market
might prove challenging.

IndiGo CEOQ Pieter Elbers
said all Delhi-Mumbai flights
will operate on IndiGoStretch
by January 2025, with the ser-
vice expanded to Bengaluru
and Chennal by March.
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Late winter, early low visibility: DGCA
may prepone its annual ‘fog window’

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: This is the ultima-
te irony. This delaved winter;
airlines may be required to de-
ploy aircraft that are equipped
to land in low visibility, along
with pilots trained to operate
in those conditions, earlier
than ever before for morning
and night flights to Delhi.

DGCAs '"traditional” fog
window has been Dec 10 to Feb
10, when airlines are supposed
to do so. However, with low visi-
bility affecting flights so early
in winter; possibly for the first
time ever, that traditional win-
dow islikely to be preponed this
year, say sources.

"The regulator is closely
watching the situation. They
are seeing whether the ongo-

ing smog-induced low visibili-
ty trend continues in Delhi or
isa one-off event. If low visibi-
lity continues, airlines will be
asked to prepone deploying
CAT-III equipped aircraft for
flights to Delhi with pilots trai-
ned to land in dense fog. As of
now, it seems likely that the
window will be preponed,” sa-
id a senior official.

Unlike last winter, when
Delhi Airport could handle
CATIIIB ononly oneend of one
of its runways, this time three
of IGIA's four airstrips have the
required instrument landing
system up and running. "For
the past few days, Delhi was see-
ing eastern winds, due to which
landings were happening from
the Dwarka side and takeoffs to-
wards Vasant Vihar. Now Delhi
is getting westerlies, which,

along with other factors like a
dip In temperature, increased
humidity, pollutant levels, and
still winds, led to low visibility
on Wednesday. This, in turn, led
to diversions for arrivals and
delaysfordeparturesasearlyas
Nov13. Fiveendsof IGIA'sthree
runways are CAT Ill-enabled,
and airport & ATC-wisearerea-
dy" said a highly experienced
air traffic controller.

While the runways are rea-
dy, this winter, the crunch at
IGIA is on the terminal side,
with T1 operating at barely
20% capacity and T3 handling
more than its capacity, leading
to long queues at all touchpo-
ints — entry, check-in, securi-
ty, and immigration —on peak
travel days. For the past few da-
yvs, domestic travel across In-
dia is at all-time highs, hove-

ring close to the 5-lakh-in-a-
day-passengers mark.

The pillar collapse at T1
happened almost six months
back, on June 28. Its repair, al-
lowing the terminal to be utili-
sed fully, is yet to begin. DIAL
has proposed to complete ter-
minal 1 interior restoration by
Jan and the external side by
next March. However, Union
aviation ministry is yet todeci-
de the restoration work's time-
line, so work has not even star-
ted. Unlike two-month-long
summer breaks, peak winter
holiday travel happens within
a fortnight in the second fort-
night of Dec. "Given the termi-
nal situation at IGIA, we once
again fear seeing the conges-
tion witnessed here in the win-
ter of 2022-23 this time," say of-
ficials across airlines.
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