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Adani Airports secks IFSCA nod for GIFT City
Treasury Centre; 2™ Adani entity to tap IFSC

—
Avinash MNair
Ahmedated

Adeni Adrport Holdings Lad
(AAHL) has approached the
Intermational Financial Ser
vices Centres Authority [IF-
SCA) to set up & global treas-
ury ecentre in GIFT City
through s wholly-owned
subsidiary, AAHL Global
IFSC,

The proposed  entity
wild be the second from
the Adani Group, after AT
S0L Global IFSC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Adani
Transmission Step Ome,
which in turn is a wholly
owned subsidiary of Adani
Encrgy Salutions, to pursue
Treasury operations in the in-
ternational financial services
hub,

The proposed entity has

Fadan

applied to undertake activit-
ies permitted under the IF-
SCA Finance Company Reg
ulations, 2021, as a Global
Treasury Centre. AAHL
Global TFSC has sought 7.43
aq m of office space and has
proposed an indrial work
frce of two t'l.j:llt. The en-
tity will be []:'m rd through
capital infuskon from its par-
ENt company.

INVESTMENT PHARE

The move comes as Adanl
Alrports s entering a signi
ficant imvestment  phase.
Adani Enterprises has ear-

marked around T17,000
crore of its T40000-crore
Y 27 capital expendirure for
its airports business, incud-
ing expansion of cxisting air-
port infrastrocrure and a
new terminal at Ahmedabad
ahead of the 2030 Common-
wealth Games,

In GIFT Ciry, Global and
Repional Corporate Treas
ury Centres (GRCTCs) func-
tion as in-house banks for
multinational  companies,
centralising the manage-
ment of funds across thebr
group entities. They under-
take activities such as lend-
ing ™ group companies,
managing cash Aows and b
quidity, deploving surplus
funds and helping businesses
manage  their financing
needs and financial rsks
across markets.

The framework intro-

duced by the IFSCA allow:
registered finance compan
ies and finance unirs in th
[FSC to provide treasury ser
vices to group entitics, in
cluding intra-group finan
cing and liquidin
management. This enable:
companics b0 consolidato
rreasury aperations in Gifi
Ciry rather than manape
funding and cash balance
separutely  across  multipl
jurisdictions,

GRCTCs in GIFT IFSC re
ported loans and advancses o
5654 billion us of June, ug
140 per cent year-on-yeal
from §2.73 hillion in fum
2025 and 16.6 per cent from
8561 billion at the end o
March. The lending parttolic
has more than doabled over
the past vear, refleciing &
sharp expansion in treasun

cenfres' inancing activity.



AIRFORTS AUTHORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE

DELHIT

14 OCTOBER 2026

Mumbai airport shift
plan pushed to summer

DOur Buraau

Wumbas

In & rellef to alelnes, Micm
bai airport has agreed not to
cut internacional flights in
the winter schedule,

This was decided during a
[Bint meeting of akrlines and
semior executives of Adani
Alrport  Holdings Ltd, in-
cluding it Non-Executive
Director Jeet Adani and CECH
Arun Bansal.

In a statement, Mumbal
Internaticnal  Alrport  Lid
(MIALY said Adani and
Bansal assured the airelines of
minimal disruption. Airlines
were informed thar histor
lcul slots allocations will be
respected and assured that
ni slors will he disturbed in
the winter schedule,

The meeting was held fol-
lowing the Civil Aviatlon
Ministry's intervention as
pirfines opposed the initial
pian to reduce one-third in
ternational fights from Che-
tober 25. The flight cut was
proposed as MIAL plans o
redevelop a portion of [ts
Terminal 1B from January,
resulting in reduction of ca
pacity. Following a pushback
from airlines, the proposal
hasbeen deferred for now.

MIAL said @ joint working
group would work over next
twor weeks 1o come up with a
plan for implementation of
redevelopment of the ageing
T infrastructure.,

AIRLINES' SUPPORT
The airport said airlines had
committed to support the re-
development of T1 ond
traffic bulancing would stant
from the summer schedule.
The airlines were assured of
full support for shifting op-
erations to Navi Mombai.
“Both teams agreed 1o
have a follow up meeting on
October 28, The mecting
ended with a thankful note
wrvss both sides and o re-
newed positive commitment
rowards the development of
the Mumbai airport to the
standard as is deserved by
Murmbadilkars,"” MIAL =aid.
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No plans of shifting flights from Mumbai
to Navi Mumbai before March-end: MIAL

DEEPAK PATEL
M Delhi, 13 October

Adani grobp-controlled
Mumbai International Airport
Lzd {Mial) on Tuesday told air-
lines it did not plan to shift any
international  flights from
Mumbai  airport to  Mavi
Mumbiai airport until the end of
the winter season in March
next year, and the transition
woutld be done in consultation
with airlines, sources privy to
the development told Bisiness
Standard.

Inastatement, the Mial spo-
kesperson said: “Jeet Adani
(director of airports) and Arin
Bansal (chief executive officer
of Adani Airport Holdings) met
with the Airline Operators
Committee (AOQC) of Mumbai
Adrport today {Tuesday). They
have assured the airline com-
munity of minimisation of dis-
ruiption and have assured them
of fully respecting historical
slots allocations, They have
further given a commitment
not to distwrb any slots for the
winter schedule,”

Mial said a joint working
groupwould work over the next
two weeks to draw up a plan to
implement the redevelopment

group would drawup a plan over the next two weeks to
implement the redevelopment of the ageing
infrastructure at Terminal 1

of the ageing infrastructure at
Terminal 1.

The airport operator also
said that the airlines had com-
mitted themselves to suppor-
ting the redevelopment and
traffic balancing from the
summer schedule (starting in
March). However, anindustry
source said rhat the airlines
did not agree with Mial's posi-
tion that they had committed
themselves to supporting the
redevelopment and traffic
halancing.

The Airline Cperators Com-

mittee, which represents alr-
lines operating at Mumbai air-
port, is vet o issue a formal
update on the outcome of
Tuesdays meeting, sources
further said.

The dispute between air-
linesand the Adani group over
theshift began in August, when
Mial started discussion on
moving around one-third of
intermational services to Navi
Mumbai as part of the redevel-
opment of Terminal 1 at
Mumbai airport.

The Adani group mins both

the airports,

The issue escalated in early
October after Mial asked air-
limes to shift z65 of the 770
weekly International depar-
tures by October 25 and ident-
ify the specific flights by
October 6.

The Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation subseguently asked Mial
o defer the transition and work
with theairlinesonan approach
mutually agreed upon. In the
meetingon Tuesday, itwas con-
cluded that any transition, if
required, would take place only
after discussions with the com-
mercial teams of all airlines,
sources said.

The airport operator was
unable to provide a clear
answerwhen questionad about
the passenger traffic currently
handled by Terminal 1, acoord-
ing to sources.

Adrlines had earlier sought
the monthwise capacity-util-
isation data lor both Terminal
1 and Terminal 2 to under-
srand the rationale for shifting
international flightstothe new
airport, The discussions on
Tuesday also covered the
satety concerns raised by Mial
as 4 reason for redeveloping
Terminal 1.
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Work begins on
Sadahalli overpass to
eliminate only signal
on city-airport route

BENGALURU, DHNS: Work
has finally begun on con-
structing a vehicular over-
pass at Sadahalli Junction on
NH-44 to remove the only
signal between Hebbal and
the Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KLA).

The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAT)
said on Monday that the Ben-
galuru Traffic Police (BTP)
had given the necessary per-
mission for traffic diversions
and construction execution.

The 700-metre-long, six-
lane overpass will improve
traffic flow and connectivity
from Hebbal towards the
airport and Andhra Pradesh,
The project is scheduled for
completion by mid-2027, sub-
ject toweather and geological
conditions, NHAI added.

Stating that commurters
travelling through Sadahal-
li Junction may experience
traffic congestion and diver-
sions during construction,
the agency asked vehicle us-
ers to exercise caution while
approaching the construc-
tion zone, follow designated
traffic diversions and road

signboards, and comply with
instructions issued by traffic
personnel.

The Rs 35-crore project
was awarded 1o Vidva Infra-
tech Pvt Lid in January 2026
with a 15-month completion
timeline.

Thecontractorhas finished
prefiminaryworks, including
barricading and widening the
service road toaccommodate
the diverted traffic, Drain-
age, median and landscaping
works are also parr of the
project.

An NHAI official had told
DH earlier that the plan was
o make Sadahalli Gare
the garteway to Bengaluru —
“seamless and aesthetically
pleasing”,

The overpass is being built
about 500 metres from the
Sadahalli toll plaza towards
the city. Despite a tollable
distance of just 2212 km,
the toll plaza generates Rs
95 lakh to Rs 1 crore in daily
revenue, driven largely by
vehicles heading o and from
the airport. With daily traffic
ofnearlyone lakh, itis the bus-
iestroll plazain Karnataka.

Frah e -
Aview of works undertaken for the vehicle overpass
at Sadahalli Junction on the airport road.
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TERMINAL-1 REVAMP

Mumbai Airport
Freezes Winter
Slots for Airlines

Relief for carriers as Adani defers plan
to shift intl ops to summer schedule

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: The planned shift
of international operations
from the airport in Mumbai
to Navi Mumbai has been de-
ferred tothe summer schedu-
le, pushing the transition
back by five months, people

Flight Plan

Deferral offers
relief during festive
travel season

Plan I MIAL had ‘
affects 46 proposed cutting
international | 265 weekiy
airlines global slots

familiar with the matter sa-
id. This followed protests
against the directive to move
flights to the new facility du-
ring the winter schedule. The
move gives carriers and pas-
sengersareprieve duringthe
peak festive travel season.
Mumbai airport is located
in the northern suburbs of
the metro, while the Navi
Mumbai airport is situated
about 34 kmaway by road.
The plan affects 46 airlines
and is linked to the redevelop-
ment of Mumbai airport’s
Terminall. Almostall thecar-
riers attended a meeting with
Mumbai International Air-
port Ltd (MIAL) on Tuesday.

Next Meeting on Oct 28 »» 13

Next Meeting
on October 28

»»FromPage 1

The representatives from the Airli-
ne Operators Commites (AOC) and
other stakeholders were also pre-
sent, Jeet Adani, director of Adani
Adrpart Holdings Ltd (AAHL), also
held separate meetings with airli-
s 0 fisclss carrierspecifie con-
carns aver Lhe proposed eapacily
transition. the people said. AATIL
operates the two Mumbaiairports.

“Jeet Adani and (AATIL CEO)
Arun Bansal met with the ADC of
Mumbai Alrport teduy” wn MIAL
spukesperson sail, “They have as-
sured Lhe aitline communily of mi-
nimisation of disruption and have
assmed them of fully rospecting
histarical slots allecations. They ha-
ve further given a commimment not
to disturb anv slots tor the winter
sehedule,”

A joint working group will devise a
plan loimplement The redevelopment
of ageing Terminal 1 over (he next
twawecks Airlines will back thispro-
gramme trom the summer schedule.
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Navi Mumbai shift for int'l
flights put off till March '27

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, October 13

SLOT PROTECTION

ADANI  AIRPORTS HAS
decided to deter the partial
shifting of international
flights from Mumbai airport
to Navi Mumbai till the next
summer schedule, starting in
March 2027, following
detailed discussions with
airline representatives on
Tuesday, accordingto sources.

With Adani Airports Hold-
ings (AAHL) set to start reno-
vation of the Mumbai air-
port's Terminal 1 {T1) next
year, airlines were asked to
cut 33% of their interna-
tional flights or shift them to
Navi Mumbai airport by
October 25, also the start of
the winter schedule.

Following opposition from
the operating airlines, Mum-
baiairporthadinformed them
that the implementation of
the plan would be deferred by
afewweeks.

Both Mumbai and Navi
Mumbai airports are part of
AAHL Mumbai airport is
operated by Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (MIAL).

To discuss the transition
plan, AAHL top leadership
and other executives held dis-
cussions with the representa-
tives of the Airline Operators’
Committee (AOC) in the city
on Tuesday.

This follows the stake-
holders' meeting that was
chaired by the Civil Aviation
Secretary Samir Kumar Sinha
on October 6 wherein it was
decided that there would be

B Airlines were asked to cut
33% of international flights
from October 25

B At present, a total of 46
airlines operate 770 weekly
international flights from T2

® Redevelopment will raise
Terminal 1 capacity from 15
million to 20 million
passengers annually

® Adani Airports says 91%

of Mumbai airport passenger
traffic will remain unaffected

discussions with the carriers
on the transition plan.

At the meeting on Tuesday,
it was decided that the partial
shifting of international
flights from Mumbai to Navi
Mumbai airport would be
deferred till the summer
schedule that commences in
March 2027, the sources said.

One of the sources said the
entire renovation plan for T1
is likely to be deferred till the
summer schedule.

“leet Adani and Arun
Bansal met with the AOC of
Mumbai airport today. They
haveassured theairline com-
munity of minimisation of
disruption and have assured
them of fully respecting his-
torical slots allocations. They
have turther given a commit-
ment not to disturb any slots
for the winter schedule," a
MIALspokesperson said.

According to the MIAL

spokesperson, a joint working
group to work over the next
two weeks to come upwith a
plan for implementation of
redevelopment of ageing T1
infrastructure and that there
was commitment from the
airlines of supporting the
redevelopment and traffic
balancing to start from sum-
mer schedule.

The spokesperson also said
that MIAL would provide tull
support ensuredforanyairline
wanting to shift any opera-
tions to Navi Mumbai airport.

Anothersourcesaidairlines
are expected to start thetransi-
tion of their international oper-
ations ina phased manner.

The final contours of the
implementation of the tran-
sition plan will be decided at
ameeting to be chaired bythe
civil aviation secretary on
October 20, sources said. The
sources also said that airlines

have asked AAHL to provide
the complete plan for the
renovation of T1.

After the October 20
meeting, there will be
another meeting between
AAHLexecutives and airlines'
representatives to sort out
any pending issues on Octo-
ber 28, theysaid.

The MIAL spokesperson
said at the meeting on Tues-
day, both teams agreed to
have a follow up meeting on
October 28 and till then, it
would engage with each air-
line's network and slot teams.

Mumbai International
Airport, one of the busiestin
the country, has two termi-
nals —T1and T2.T1 handles
domestic operations, while
international flights operate
from T2, The vacated interna-
tional departure slots at T2
will facilitate the transition of
domestic traffic from T 1.
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Airlines,

Dhairya Gajara

MLMEB A

Representatives of major
domestic and international
girlines will meet Mumbai
International Airport Ltd
(MIAL) and Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd (AAHL) officials
on Tuesday to work out a tran-
sition plan for shifiing flight
operations ahead of the rede-
velopment of Chhatrapat
Shivaji Maharaj International

MIAL to discuss 11 transition plan

Ajrport's (CSMIA) Terminal L
The meeting follows the
Ministry of Civil Aviation's
(MoCA) intervention after alr-
lines opposed AAHLS propo-
sal to shift or suspend 265
international  flights  from
Terminal 2 (T2) to accommo-
date domestic operations dis-
placed by Tl's overhaul.
MIALs September 30 pro-
posal triggered industry-wide
concerns, prompting MoCA o
seek a phased wansition road-

map, which will be presented
to the civil aviation secretary
on October 20

Monday's discussions are
expected to explore alter-
natives, including delaying
operational shifts by several
weeks or creating temporary
passenger processing facilities
to minimise disruption during
the extensive redevelopment
work.

Airlines have demanded
detailed technical documenta-

tion, structural safery assess-
ments, redevelopment time-
lines and capadty impact pro-

Jjections. They have also sought

monthly terminal utilisation
data for 2026, independent
safety audit reports and justifi-
cation for the proposed 33%
reduction in international
flights.

The International Air

Transport Association (IATA)

backed MoCA's intervention,
emphasising mandatory air-

line consultations. It
opposed forced slot Lmnsfms
berween CSMIA and Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA).

Terminal | is being redevel-
oped to increase capacity to 20
million from 15 million,

While AAHL maintains that
NMIA has adequate infra-
structure to  accommodate
diverted traffic, airlines warn
that operational changes could
disrupt flight connections,,
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LDF presses for
reversal of TVM
airport fee hike

HD Bureau

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) on Monday demand-
ed the immediate withdra-
wil of increased vehicle pa-
rking and entry charges at
Thiruvananthapuram Inte-
rnational Airport, accusing
its operator, the Adani
Group, of imposing an unfa-
ir burden on people accom-
panying air travellers,

S. P. Deepak, the LDF par-
liamentary party leader in
Thiruvananthapuram Cor-
poration, said the revised
tariff. introduced on Octob-
er |, particularly affected fa-
milies and others arriving to
drop off passengers or coll-
ect them after flights

He urged the airport ma-
nagement to revoke the de-
cision, arguing that access
o a4 major public ransport
facility should not become
unnecessarily expensive for
ordinary visitors. The dem-
and adds to objections alre-
ady raised by taxi operators,

airport employees and
trade unions over the new
charges.

Under the tariff issued by
Thiruvananthapuram Inte-
rnational Airport Limited,
private cars can enter and
leave without payment wit-
hin eight minutes. Staying
for up to 30 minutes attracts
a charge of Rs 150, while pa-
rking for up to an hour costs
Rs 200,

Commercial cars face dif-

ferent charges depending
on whether they are dropp-
ing off or collecting passen-
gers Vehicles using the dep-
arture drop-off area pay Rs
50 for up to eight minutes,
Rs 200 for up to 30 minutes
and Rs 300 for up to an hour.

For commercial cars coll-
ecting arriving passengers,
the charge is Hs 180 for a
stay of up to eight minutes
and remains Rs 180 for up ©
30 minutes. The one-hour
rate is Rs 300, Such charges
have prompted concerns
that drivers will recover the
additional cost through hig-
her fares.

Two-wheelers amtract a
charge of Rs 50 for stays of
up to 30 minutes and Rs 100
for up to one hour. Autoric-
kshaws pay Rs 50 for up to
eight minutes, Rs 80 for up
to 30 minutes and Rs 100 for
uptoan hour.

The shortened cight-minute
threshald has also attracted crit-
icism. Motorists collecting pass-
engers may have to account for
baggage collection, delays in le-
aving the terminal and congesti-
on around arrival areas, althou-
gh the charges depend on the
vehicle category and time spent
inside.

The LDF's intervention follo-
ws demonstrations against the
tariff earlier this month, A joint
forum of trade unions staged a
protest on October 6, while
Youth Congress activists separs-
tely protested at the domestic
terminal, demanding relief for
motorists,
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{ BUSINESS } OPS TRANSFER IN PHASED MANNER

Mumbai int’l flights shift to
NMIA deferred till March 27

The proposed partial shifting of international flights from
Mumbai airport to Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) has been
deferred until the summer schedule beginning March 2027, following
discussions between airport operator Adani Airports Holdings Ltd
(AAHL) and airline representatives on Tuesday, an official said. AAHL,
which owns both airports, had asked airlines to shift 33% of their
international flights from Mumbai airport to NMIA by October 25.
Mumbai airport had planned to cut 265 weekly international flights
from Terminal 2 (T2) from that date, HT reported last week. "With the
redevelopment plan shifted to March, airlines are expected to transition
their international operations in a phased manner,” the offidal said. »ms
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Adani defers Mumbai
to Navi Mumbai plan

The Group’s proposed shifting of 30% of international flight slots has
been deferred to the summer schedule that begins on March 28, 2027

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Adani Group has
T put on hold its plan

to shift 30% of in-
ternational flight slots at
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj International
Airport to Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Airport, with
no transfers planned for
the upcoming winter
schedule.

The proposed shift has
been deferred to the sum-
mer schedule, which be-
gins on March 28, 2027.

The move was the out-
come of a consultative
meeting between Adani
Group and airlines on
Tuesday, after the Centre
was forced to intervene in
the stand-off. “They have
assured the airline com-
munity of minimisation of
disruption and have as-
sured them of fully res-
pecting historical slots allo-
cations. They have further
given a commitment not to
disturb any slots for the
winter schedule,” Adani
Airports Holding Ltd. said
ina press statement al:mm

The move follows a stand-off over the ‘forceful’ transfer of 30% of
Mumbai's international airport slots to Navi Mumbal. REUTERS

tor Jeet Adani and CEO
Arun Bansal to the airlines
in Tuesday’s meeting.

The group said it had se-
cured commitments from
international airlines to
support the plan for the
summer schedule.

The move follows a stan-
doff between the Adani
Group and international
airlines over what carriers
described as a “forceful”
transfer of 30% of Mum-
bai’s international airport
slots to the Navi Mumbai
airport. The International
Air Transport Association
(IATA), which represents
global airlines, had called
for a consultative approach
and alternatives to cutting

cient time for making the
transition, warning that
the move could affect inter-
national connectivity to
and from Mumbai.

Mumbai International
Airport Limited (MIAL)
had recently proposed that
approximately one-third of
each carrier’'s passenger
and cargo air traffic move-
ments be transferred from
Mumbai to Navi Mumbai
from October 1, 2026.

This was to ostensibly
cater for redevelopment of
Terminal 1 at Mumbai,
from where some domes-
tic flights would be shifted
to its Terminal 2 (T2), and
international flights from
T2 be shiﬂed to Navi Mum-



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MINT DELHI 14 OQCTOBER 2026

Adani Airport defers Mumbai
international flight shift plan
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IndiGo inks $328-mn deal with Citi

Mumbai, Oct. 13:
Country's largest carrier
Indigo has signed a £328
million financing deal
with Citi to buy eight nar-
row-body planes to be
manufactured by
Airbus,

This is the
world's first avia-
tion financing
transaction insured
by the Belgian
export credit agency
(ECA) Credendo, and the
maiden ECA-backed air-
craft financing structured
through the GIFT IFSC,
according to a statement.

The financing will help
Indigo procure six Ad21s

and two A320s, it said.
Global banking major
Citi acted as sole mandat-
ed arranger, ECA coordi-
nator and sole lender, with
the fnancing backed
by Credendo’s cred-
it insurance, it
added.

The transaction
was executed
through Indigo’s

subsidiary, Inte.
rGlobe Aviation
Financial Services [FSC.
"By combining Citi's
cross-border aviation and
ECA financing expertise
with Credendo’s credit
insurance and IndiGo's

GIFT IFSC platform, we

have delivered a fNrst-of-
its-kind solution that
opens a vital new pathway
connecting Indian avia-
tion with the deep pool of
ECA-backed international
liguidity and supports the
next phase of India’s avia-
tion growth,” Citi India’s
chiefl executive K
Balasubramanian said,
Frank Vanwingh, the
group deputy CEO for
Credendo, said the ECA
aspires to become a long-
term partner for Belgian
aviation stakeholders
secking access to interna-
tional opportunities and
innovative financing
structures. PTI
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Air India expected to review statt
travel policy, cost-saving proposals

TIGHTENING PURSE STRINGS. Move comes against the backdrop of substantial losses incurred by Air India, AlX

P——
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

To rein in spending, the Tata
hmu. promoted Air India's
rd is expected to consider
sux'rnll Cost-saving  meds-
ures, including a review of its
stuff on duty (SoD) policy,
sources told businessiing,

These proposals are ex-
pected to be taken up at the
airling's  bourd  meeting
scheduled for October 15,
The Sol policy covers em-
ployees travelling on official
duty.

“These propusals, includ-
ing the Sal} policy, come un-
der the new ‘cost-consciows
culture that is being imbibad
in the company,” sources
told businessline, “Specific-
ally, the board is expected to
take up the proposed new
criteria  for implementing
the SoDl policy, whereby
strict guidelines would be
followed to assess the need
for employees” travel.”

Farlier, Air India had re-

STAFF POLICY. Air India revised its staff travel arrangements
from April 1, 2025, requiring employees, including senior
Tﬂﬁhﬂgeumt. oo travvel in BLONOMY amriis

vised its staff travel armange-
ments from April 1, 2025, re-

quiring emplovees, including
senior minagement, L0
travel in coonomy.

Besides, sources said the
airline is considering right-
siging some of its backend
departments, including in-
formation technology, which
currently operates out of Ko
chi, A prnpnr.a] o shift the
department’s campus from
KEochi 1o Delhi will also be

placed before the board,
sources said.

The measures, sources
said, remain at the proposal
stage, with a final decision
ver tobe taken,

BOARD REVIEW

Howewer, 2 senior Air India
official, on condition of an-
onymity, told hesinessline
that spme cost-saving pro-
puosils under the company’s
fCoSt AWArenass’ programme

are expected 1o be reviewed
by the board.

Besides, he dismissed the
possibility of rightsizing or
shifting the location of any

rement.
dEP[g:u proposed  spending
review comes amid a broader
push for ecost savingzs and
consolidation scross the Air
[ndia Group,

INTEGRATION

As reported earlier by bas-
reessling, the group is examin-
ing a proposal to integrate
selected departments of Air
India and Air India Express
(AIX) through common
teams 1o reduce duplication,
improve resource utilisation
and ochieve economies of
seale,

Ar present, marketing has
already been integrated as
part of the group’s commer-
cial functions,

The wirlines also  have
shared leadership across net
work planning, sales and dis-
tribution, and revenue
MANAZEMEnT.

Unlike the earlier mergers
involving Vistara in 2024 and
Indian Airfines in 2007, the
praposal iz limited 1o integ-
rating selected  [unctional
departments,

Consequently, Air India
would continue with jus full-
service positioning, while
AX would retain its low-cost
maodel.

The discussions come
against the backdrop of sub-
stuntial losses, In FY26, Alr
India and AIX, aleng with
ther joint ventures and sub-
sidlaries, reported combined
losses of 22,238 crore on
revenue of about 171,870
crore.

On w standalone basis, Air
India reporved a net loss of
¥15.368 crore, while ATX re-
corded a net loss of 16,767
crorg.

Recently, Air India's Chief
Exgcutive Orfficer and Man-
aging  Director Tewolde
Gebremariam, in his first
townhall address to employ-
ees, called for closer integra-
tian across the group.
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IndiGo Signs $328-M Citi Deal
to Finance Eight Airbus Planes

Funding to cover six
A321sand two A320s
as carrier diversifies
long-term financing
for fleet expansion

Press Trustof Indla

Mumbai: The countrv's largest
carrien IndiGo, hus signed s $3285
muillion finsneing deal with Citi to
purchasze eighl narraw-hady pla-
nes nbemanulaciured by Airbas,

Thiz iz the world's fivst aviation £-
nancing tramsaction insured by the
Delgiancxportcreditageney (T AY
Credendo and the maiden ECA-
backed aircraft financing strucoe-

rexd throngh GLET City IFSC, saccor-
ding 1o a stalemenl. The Mnancing
will help Tnd iGo procuee sis A5
and owo Ad3s, iteaid.

(Global bankitg major Citi acted as
the scle mandated arranger, ECA
coordinaror and sole lender, with
the finaneing being backed by Cre-
dendn's credit inswrans, it added,

The Lransaclion was execited
through IndiGo's subsidiaey: Tnler-
(rlobe Aviaticm Finaneial Services
IF&C, whichprovides a “compsoriti-
vir ol diversified source of long
term funding” for the carrierts fle-
atand network prowth, itsaid,

“Byoombining Citi's eross-torer
avialion and BECA Mnancing exper-
lise with Credendo's credil insu-
ramee aml IndiGo’s GIFTTFSC plal-
fortn, wie have delfvered a fivst-of
its-Jdnd solution that opens a vital
1w pathovay contecting Indian av-
iation with the deep pool of ECA

backed international liguidity @nd
supports The nex] phase of India’s
aviation srowdh,” said Cil Tndia’s
CEQ K Balasubramanian.

Frank Vanwingh. the srougs de-
puty CECQ at Credenclo, said the
ECA aspires to becorne a lorr
term partnerfor Belaian avistisn
stakeholders sseking seosss to
inernalional apporiunilies and
inmavalive Mnancing siraclures.

IndiGo’s chict aireraft acquisi-
tioh and financing officor, Rivaz
Peermaohamed. saicthe pariners-
Ripwith Citi, Credendo and Adr-
bug provides o competitive sours-
ee of liguidity for its expanding
AjrbusNeat. “The lransacyion de-
monstrates the potential of GTET
IFSC to bring together interna-
tichial banks and oxport credit
agencies and create innevative £1-
nancing solutions for ndian av-
iation,” Peermohamed addecd.
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INDIAN AND INTERNATIONAL CARRIERS EXTEND CANCELLATIONS AMID REGIONAL TRAVEL DISRUPTION

Ed Airlines Suspend Flights to
Saudi Arabia Until October17

Suspensions follow
October 10 attack

that killed an Indian
national and injured 11

aur Bureau

Mumbai: Airdines have suspen-
dend Mighls 1o Sawdi Arahia until
Chetoler 17 aller the kingdom's av-
iatiom regulator suspended opera-
tiens at Rivadh’z King Khalid In-
ternational Alrport, disrgpiing
travel across the repion and lea-
v ing passenrers seaking alternati-
ve riLtes,

Adr Tndia, Alr Tndia Exprass and
[nadiGo have suspended services 1o
Rivadh, Damman and Jeddah,
withndifroalse suspending flights
to Medina, acoording to an adviso-
ry izsued by the Indian Embassy in
Rivadh on Tuesday Alidsa Alr has

alzo suzpended flights t Riyadh
and Jeddaluntilthe same clate.
The disruption has spread to in-
ternational  carriers,  Emirates
carcel ] muolliple services o Riy-
adby, Darmarn, Jeddab and Medi-
na on Cketobor 12 and 13, while Kol
had Alrwaze canecllod Abu Dhabd-
Rivadh flights through Qctober 19
and zervices to Jeddah and
Drnmaam throwgzh October L4

Flyidubai has re-
poried]  cancellations
affecting Rivadh. Dammaom and
Abha through October 19, Gatar
Airwavs has suspended flights to
Rivadh and Darmam without an-
nouneing A resamption date, ol
Adr has caneelled Rivadh secvioes
through Oclober17.

Furapean carviers have also ex-
whded  distuaptions.  Lufthanza
Group has  caneclled  Rivadh
flighats through October 16, while
Alr France-ELM has suspended
sery joes 1o the Saudi capital thro-

wirh the encl of October: Chilippine
Adrlines has extended its Rivadh
susensinn until Koventher: 2%,
Thesuspensions comesfteran qt-
tack al Rivadh airport on QOclober
I killed Tnedian national Moham-

med  Yousct All and in-
jurcd i |
#-‘ Fl:l-

others.
ur of

the

injurcd Indi-
ans romain in inten-
give care, four are receiving trear-
ment in hospital wards a1l three
have been dischanzed, the embas-
sy saidl,

While operations al Rivadh air-
port have been suspended, Nighis
at other major Sawdi airports, in-
cluding Dammam. Jeddahand Me-
dina. continue, thowrh they face
disruptions. Sawdi carriers Sau-
ia and Flynas areoperating some

schedwled zervices, according to
the ernbasay

The disruption is forcing pHs-
senpers to cheek alternative travel
aplioms as airlings adjust Their
srhedules. Tndian nalichals nes-
ding 1o leave Saudi Arabia in an
cmerochey can considor flighis

from neighbou ring Gulf co-
untries. particu- | larly  {aiar
and Bah- rain, subject

nhbtaining

— 1
— the required visas, the

ermbassy said.

[Lalvized Tndian nationals o rema-
inincontactwith their airlines tove-
rity flight stamms. It alse said Saudi
authorities would allow visitors, -
wrists, Umrah pilgrims and busi-
ness travellers who overstayed their
visss hecsuse flights were unavai-
Table toTemve wilthowl paving lnes.

The Indian FEmbassy in Riyadh
and the Comzulate inLJeddah conti-
mae to operace normally The cm-
bassy hasopened a 22-howr contol
oo t0 assist Indian notionals as
the situation evolves,
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HCRejects SpiceJet
Plea for More Time

to Deposit 144 cr
MNew Delhi: The Delhi High
Courton Tuesday rejected
Spicelet’s plea formare
time todeposit=144 crore
ina share-transfer dispute
withformer promoters
Kalanithi Maran and KaL
Airways. Italsorejected
the cash-strapped airline's
affer to provide a Guru-
gram property title deed
assecurity, Justice Vinod
Kumar said repeated
extensions could not be
granted, SpiceJet had
undertakenon July 1210
deposit 750 crare within
45 daysand the remaining
794 crare within 90 days.
Thefirst instalment was
due on August 27, but
remains unpaid. iy Bhan
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HC tums down
Spicelet's plea
formoretimeto
deposit T1bkcr

HITIN KUMAR
Mew Dalhi, October 13

THE DELHI HIGH Court on
Tuesday rejected a plea by
Spicefet and its managing
director Ajay5ingh seekingan
extension to deposit €144
oore in anongoing legal dis
putewith Kal Abreays and iis
promoter Kalanithi Maran

The ecourt also turmed
down the airline’s proposalto
subnmit prope iy papers fora
property in I'|'||.1'|.|E;1-.||11 as an
alternative to the deposit.

The rlr'wlnpmrn! s aset
back for Splcejet, which had
"H1'|I.E|'Ir additional time to
comply with the court™s ear
ler directhons reguleag it to
deposit T50 crore within 4%
days and the remaining §94
crore within 90 days of the
luly 1 3 arder

While rojectin g1l’1 e .'|'|'l|'_|li
cation, the cournt observed
that it might have conside ned
accepting the property
papers had Spicejet first
deposited the initial 250
crore. The ohservation undes-
scores the importance the
murtattac |1E'IJ o oo |1|I11.1I|I'I."
with its earlier directions
I!!Fil“!'-i'l“!d.llll"rllhﬂ an alter-
native form of security
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40 SpiceJet
pilots refuse to
ﬂf Q400 aircraft
till salary dues
cleared: Sources

PT1
NEW DELH
e —

Around 40 pilots of SpiceJet's
Q400 aireraft fleet refused to
fly till the airline deared their
salary dues, a stance that has
been supported by the
Airline Pilots’ Association of
India, according to sources,

The budget carrier has
been grappling with financial
and operational headwinds
for the past many months,
and the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation is keeping a
dose tab on the aidine.

The sources said on
Monday that recently around
40 pilots who operate the
Q400 planes refused to fly till
their pending salary dues are
paid.

SpiceJet did not comment.

The airline has an oper-
ational fleet of 10 planes,
including two Q400s, while 37
aircraft are parked. as per
information available on the
fleet tracking website planes-
pottersnet.

The  Airline Pilots'
Association of India, in a
letter dated Oct 9, addressed
to all its members and the
civil aviation fratemity, said it
stands firmly in solidarity
with these pilots and assures
them of its full moral support,
together with all possible
logistical, professional, and
consultative assistance in pur-
suing a fair and constructive
resolution.
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Spicedet pilots
refuse to fly

round 40 pilots of SpiceJet's
Q400 aircraft fleet refused to fly
till the airline cleared their salary

dues, a stance that has been supported
by pilots' grouping ALPA India,
according to sources. The budget
carrier has been grappling with
financial and operational head-

winds for the past many months.
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Mumbai-NMIA flight

shift pushed to 2027

Neha LM Tripathi

neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The proposed par-
tial shifting of international
flights from Mumbai airport to
Navi Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA) has been deferred
until the summer schedule
beginning March 2027, follow-
ing discussions between airport
operator Adani Airports Hold-
ings Ltd (AAHL) and airline rep-
resentatives on Tuesday, an offi-
cial aware of the development
said.

AAHL, which owns both air-
ports, had asked airlines to shift
33% of their international flights
from Mumbai airport to NMIA
by October 25, the start of the
winter schedule. Mumbai air-
port had planned to cut 265
weekly international flights from
Terminal 2 (T2) from that date,
HT reported last week. The
move was linked to the planned
redevelopment of Mumbai air-
port’s Terminal 1 (T1), with the
airport operator seeking to redis-
tribute traffic between the two
airports. Airlines opposed the
proposed transition since the
Navi Mumbai is around 35km

away from the Mumbai airport
and shifting of operations of 33%
of international flights require
adequate time for planning
before execution.

According to a statement
issued by Mumbai [nternational
Airport Ltd (MIAL), AAHL's top
leadership, including director
Jeet Adani, and CEO Arun Ban-
sal, assured the airline commu-
nity at the meeting that disrup-
tions would be minimised and
historical slot allocations
respected, with no changes to
slots during the winter schedule.
MIAL said full support would be
extended to any airline wanting
to shift operations to NMIA.

“With the redevelopment plan
shifted to March, airlines are
expected to transition their
international operations in a
phased manner,” the official
said. “Airlines have also asked
AAHL to share its full plan for
the redevelopment of T1,"” he
added.

The civil aviation secretary
will review the transition plan at
a meeting on October 20. AAHL
and airline representatives will
meet again on October 28 to
address any pending issues.
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Delhi HC rejects Spicelet’s plea
for more time to pay Marans

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Tuesday dismissed an appli-
cation filed by Budget airline Spi-
celet seeking an extension to
depasit the first ¥50-crore instal-
ment towards the 2144.5 crore
owed to Kalanithi Maran and
KAL Airways Pvt. Ltd. in their
long-running legal dispute and
extend the timeline for deposit-
ing the subsequent tranche of
294.15 crore by 45 days.

A bench of justice Vinod
Kumar noted that following high
court’s March 18 order asking
Spicelet and its promoter to pay
144 crore, the airline on July 13
had undertaken to deposit 50
crore within 45 days, making
August 27 the deadline for the
first instalment and the remain-
ing ¥95 crore within 90 days.
However, even 350 crore had not
been deposited. The bench said
it could not grant repeated
extensions.

“This could court have taken a
lenient view in respect of the
time limit of second installment,
had the petitioner complied with
their own undertaking to deposit

The bench said it could not
grant repeated extensions. Tl

350 crore with the Registrar
General in 45 days. Even this
part of undertaking has not been
complied with,” the bench said.

The judge further rejected
Spicelet's plea to submit a prop-
erty title deed instead of deposit-
ing ¥144 crore.

“So far as submitting the origi-
nal document of property in
Gurgaon is concerned, such a
request has already been
rejected by this court by order
dated March 18. Though the
property is now unencumbered,
this Court is more concerned
with the petitioner’s own under-
taking of depositing 50 crores

within 45 days. Had the peti-
tioner deposited Rs 50 crores
this Court could have enter-
tained the plea of depositing the
document of property in Gur-
gaon as security for permitting
the amount of 94 crores. How-
ever, as the petitioner has not
deposited ¥50 crores as per his
undertaking, I am not inclined to
accept the property as security.
Application dismissed,” the
court said.

A detailed copy of the verdict
is awaited.

Kalanithi Maran and KAL Air-
ways Pvt. Ltd was represented by
senior advocate Jayant Mehta
along with senior partner Nan-
dini Gore and associate partner
Sonia Nigam from Karanjawala
and Co.

In its application, the airline
contended that denying an
extension without the release of
the second tranche of 3349 crore
could have serious repercus-
sions for its operations. SpiceJet
in its application said it was still
reeling from the impact of the
‘West Asia crisis and warned that
failure to grant additional time
could bring its operations to a
grinding halt.
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Delhi HC rejects Spicelet’s plea
for more time to pay Marans

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Tuesday dismissed an appli-
cation filed by Budget airline Spi-
celet seeking an extension to
deposit the first ¥50-crore instal-
ment towards the ¥144.5 crore
owed to Kalanithi Maran and
KAL Airways Pvt. Lid. in their
long-running legal dispute and
extend the timeline for deposit-
ing the subsequent tranche of
94.15 crore by 45 days.

A bench of justice Vinod
Kumar noted that following high
court's March 18 order asking
Spicelet and its promoter to pay
3144 crore, the airline on July 13
had undertaken to deposit 50
crore within 45 days, making
August 27 the deadline for the
first instalment and the remain-
ing ¥95 crore within 90 days.
However, even 350 crore had not
been deposited. The bench said
it could not grant repeated
extensions.

“This could court have taken a
lenient view in respect of the
time limit of second installment,
had the petitioner complied with
their own undertaking to deposit

The bench said it could not
grant repeated extensions. Pl

250 crore with the Registrar
General in 45 days. Even this
part of undertaking has not been
complied with,” the bench said.

The judge further rejected
SpiceJet's plea to submit a prop-
erty title deed instead of deposit-
ing ¥144 crore.

“So far as submitting the origi-
nal document of property in
Gurgaon is concerned, such a
request has already been
rejected by this court by order
dated March 18. Though the
property is now unencumbered,
this Court is more concerned
with the petitioner's own under-
taking of depositing 50 crores

within 45 days. Had the peti-
tioner deposited Rs 50 crores
this Court could have enter-
tained the plea of depositing the
document of property in Gur-
gaon as security for permitting
the amount of ¥94 crores. How-
ever, as the petitioner has not
deposited 50 crores as per his
undertaking, [ am not inclined to
accept the property as security.
Application dismissed,” the
court said.

A detailed copy of the verdict
is awaited.

Kalanithi Maran and KAL Air-
ways Pvt. Ltd was represented by
senior advocate Jayant Mehta
along with senior partner Nan-
dini Gore and associate partner
Sonia Nigam from Karanjawala
and Co.

In its application, the airline
contended that denying an
extension without the release of
the second tranche of 3349 crore
could have serious repercus-
sions for its operations. Spicelet
in its application said it was still
reeling from the impact of the
West Asia crisis and warned that
failure to grant additional time
could bring its operations to a
grinding halt.



AIRPOR 'SAUT HORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

JANSATTA

DELHIT

14 OQCTOBEE 2026

3fe, T3 3fean TN, TSR SfedT 3R SNGRI TR A Ren fiaisii & aer Jor deH

THal 3RS oh T AR i IS 17 KR dh &

T3] 3RS § IR o foaw st S’

% feell, 13 SRR () |

=faml, waw = vand, U 3w el
SR U3 A HUEan w gien fHmei F
e e T e B e s e
I S 5 50 WIST 9 & el 1 S At
TEH 17 S a% TE HL A T B | B 6
Al W e saE w3 oWe dEel ad o
Tafe=1 Tl T %3 §9el §UE

Fem A AeER w1 T W o
Tl aE § "ee! (ot & wrm, frs, Sw,
TRA ST WA A6 U4 Jel | 3F Al 35
17 e @ Y2 R0l | TR e uees A
T T4 B 57 o9 o geedr Tty = 2wy

BY, FA SEH, 919 3R fEE e uE a9w i g
W A 3EM 17 AT O TE w4 © |
TR A # e e s e E
AT T AN FEe AT e T w9
ferman o = fawmea fam =0 @1 ) w9 feaf
T IR A5 T g E

uat sfe A fiae, sm i 99 99 v
qEl W W A ZEE H 17 A O TR
?ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ#ﬁ@%ﬂm
H 29 95T F F G0 3H a1 H w W
TGl O = | T T Tl 8 #T S
e F TRl | TN A U W UE
=z H %ol F 9w wifem whE w5 s w
= A e A T T R 1 R |

¢ feeell, 13 YR (&

qHA o HUEER 1 THal 30" |
I8 T8 3197 A i Tee & %
d Wia ® N W W W et
a1l Tl %1 2% 50 ekl =i |
HFE A" H THA & AF-HAEA
Tl femifeat = 2R | amm A
%yﬁmmqﬁﬁmmawm
fFn = ® W% 2@ R fimmEa
mﬁmmmmﬁwwgmﬁn
OHHEg THErE o A SdiEdad

WS W T, TR T w5 S
TU, WEE W H T A gt
HWAG AT # WA #E A
154, BAE TAS i ST § W
5T T A wEE s g
TR = F TEE 9 AN
frn T fAEw w1 Wed w9
Hee & =t & | s o T s
FETATE AR W 10 WA
EWW%WWW
Hid B T #W 10 9N TH e

I HTaE 21 I



T |

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MINT

DETLHI

14 OCTOBER 2026

Citi, Credendo close $328 mn deal to finance 8 IndiGo jets

subhana shakh@vermint com

MLIMBAI

merican  investment
bank Citigroup and
Deelgian exprort croedil

agency Credendo, a Ewropean
ereclit inssrer, hove commpled el
a 5428 million financing deal
for eight Airbus aircraft for
India’s bucget carvier TndiGo,
marking two milestones in
el aviatbon finance,
Thedeal is the world's fist

ever Credendo-insured avia-
tion financing and the first
export credit agency (ECA)-
led aircraft financing via GIFT
Citv's Tnternations] Financial

Services Centre (IFSO) leasing
structure, Citigroup said ina
statement on Tuesday,

The financing covers six
Adrbus AS21 and two A
planes. Cith acted as the sole
i iated armanger, BCA coor
dinator and sole lender, while
Credendo gave credit insur-
ance, The deal was executed
through IndiGGo's subsidiary.
InrerGlobe Aviation Financial
Sorvices IFSC Pt Lid,

The financing soliithon was

Jointly developed by Citi and

Credendo in partnershipwith
[neliGer anid Airbus 1 aims o
suppet IndiGio’s Aect expan-
sion plans by providing sceess
ton Jomg- teram funding through

The financing covers six Airbus
A3 and twe AZ20 planes,

GIFT City, ¥ The movernmen|
of India hasmade aircraft leas-
ing through GIFT City & clear
pediey prioeity, and the incen

thves introclueesd have helped
prosition India asan attmctive
dlestination for aircraft leasing,
This transaction is @ strong
example of that

vision in action,” For IndiGo, the tivee and diviersi

K. Dalasutizoma facility provides a lied sowrce of
nian, India chief  competitiveand  long-term fund-
execulive  and diversified source ing 1'|:ril:|£'|'| r1r||=|
hambing head and E network gromth,
Indian subconti- of !ﬂng Lerm The transaction
Eerl H[]I"l'] Wsler fundl“gfnrfEEt' “l']ll'il“hl raftes
headarCitl,said,  NEtWOrkgrowth ey jpses

I'his 1ransie-
tion rellects the
Erowing importance of access
1o inmovative inlernational
capital and export credit sup-
port in meeting the financing
needs ol India's rapidly

e nelingaviation sectorand
reinforeing its position as a

global aviation hub, itsaid,
For IndkiGie, the fecility pro-
vides a conupretl-

potenitial tobeing
international
bunls and export credit agen-
cies loget her o developinns-
vative financing solutions tor
Indian aviation, Rivaz Peer-
imcabar ] chibed airorall acgui

sitiorn and Minancing ollicer ol
Inditio, said,

The deal reinforces GIFT
[FRC's role in developing India
asaglobal aircraft leasing hub
while broadening the funding
upationes available to the coun
try"s aviation industry.

Ajrcrall leasing iscapital-in-
tensive, with lessors bhuving
aircraft and leasing them to
irlinex, GITT City IFSC has
artracted leasing entitics from
the Adani Group, Air India,
TndiGo arwd Akasa Air, ascarri
ers seelito finance fleet expan-
sion. Aditya Birla Groap, tod, is
[ooking todo the same,

For an extended version of
iz st o fo live minteom.
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HC rejects SpicelJet’s
plea for more time to

pay Maran and RAL
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wied. as the alrline had
i larbichaour s imicdertak-
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maent ix iy the outstinding
aannnl b st s,

e cour aheseryved that i
cntld b ronsidered allony
it airl i [o Dirnih prog-
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thur ot pling ansam haill
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it e e, ™ The oo Ty
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arsgrese bl e lived ol seeonad
instalment, hadd petilione
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Sl crowess willli negisLiie g
el wiilulin A5 davs, " the coun
salcl, afcingr, “In sch g sk
o, reprealed el nsion cin-
il s graribeal ™

Thiz oot also mejected Spi
celel's progmsal to fumish
dhocamaenis of @ Gwrugram
prrapelTy s saciricy’

| szl thee prespasal was pins
wivimshy refected in sm onler
dated I8 February, when tha
Preery Was under morgag,
T b thwe propwerty wasnmy
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e HO sadid fes e lsiary’ con
cormvis the aekine's filime o
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Airlines suspend flights to Saudi till
Oct 17; embassy issues fresh advisory

S LALITHA & New Dethi

INDIAN airlines have suspend-
ed flights to and from key Sandi
Arabian cities until October 17
amid an evolving security situ-
ation in the Gulf kingdom, as
the Indian Embaszsy in Rivadh
urged nationals to remain vigi-
lant and follow local authori-
ties’ iInstructions.

Air India, IndiGo, Air India
Express and Akasa Air have an-
nounced cancellations affecting
services to Rivadh, Jeddah and
Dammam, with IndiGo also sus-
pending flights to Madinah. The
airfines said they were monitor-
ing developments, with affected
passengers offered refunds or
rescheduling options, depend-
ing on the carrier.

“In view of the evolving situ-
ation in Sandi Arabia, all Air
India flights to and from Riva-
dh, Dammam and Jeddah stand
cancelled until 17 October,” Air
India said, adding that it was
assessing developments to de-
termine when safe operations
could resume.

Saudi Arabla has extended
the closure of Rivadh's King
Khalid International Airport
until 2100 UTC on October 17,
according to a Notice to Alr-
men (MOTAM). The restric-
tions follow attacks on the air-
port over two consecutive days,
which have resulted in deaths
and injuries.

In a security advisory issued
on Tuesday, the Indian Embas-
sy urged Indian nationals to 1e-
main calm and exercise cau-
tion. “In view of the current
situation, all Indian nationals
in the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia are advised to remain calm

4 injured Indian nationals
remain in intensive care

Four Injured Indian nationals
remain in intensive care, another
four are receiving treatment in
regular hospital wards, and three
others have been discharged,
the embassy said. Officlals are
visiting hosplitals and
coordinating with the victims'
families to provide assistance.

and vigilant, stay indoors in
the case of an aerial attack and
follow the instructions issued
by the local authorities through
official channels,™ it said.

The mission also cautioned
Indians against circulating vid-
eos or unverified news related
to the incidents, while confirm-
ing that embassy and consular
services in Rivadh and Jeddah
remained operational. The em-
bassy said funeral rites for Mo-
hammed Yousef Ali, an Indian
national Killed in the Rivadh
airport attack, were completed
on October 12 in accordance
with his family’s wishes.
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2 Maldivian pilots held in Flydubal probe

ASHOKE RAJ W New Delhi

Twao Maldivian pilots employed by Flydubai
have reportedly been detained by author-
ities in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as
part of an investigation into an alleged
attempt to hijack a Dubai-Tel Aviv flight
involving an Omani co-pilot.

According to Maldivian media, the two
pilots were taken into custody on October
3. The Maldivian Embassy in the UAE sub-
sequently informed their families of the
detentions. Authorities have not publicly
disclosed the specific allegations against
the men or clarified whether they were
directly involved in the incident.

The investigation follows an alleged
attack aboard Flydubai Flight FZ1073 on

September 30, when Omani national
Hammam al-Hammami, 29, reportedly
attacked Indian Captain Smit Machchharin
an attempt to take control of the aircraft
and crash it.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

2 Maldivian pilots held
in Flydubai probe

The flight was carrying 174 passengers and crew
members from Dubai to Tel Aviv when the inci-
dent occurred. Despite sustaining serious
injuries, Machchhar reportedly resisted the
attack and managed to unlock the cockpit
door, allowing other crew members and passen-
gers to intervene and overpower the co-pilot.

The aircraft subsequently made an emergency
landing at Tabuk airport in Saudi Arabia.

Maldivian authorities say the two detained
pilats may have had professional contact with
al-Hammami and lived in the same residential
building. However, officials have not confirmed
the nature of these alleged connections or
released evidence establishing any involve-
ment by the two men.

According to local reports, the detained indi-
viduals are among six Maldivian nationals
working as pilots for Flydubai and are the
airline’s latest recruits from the Maldives.

Maldivian authorities have declined to
comment publicly on the case, while UAE offi-
cials have yet to provide detailed information
about the allegations against the detained
pilots. The UAE has described the incident asan
attempted terrorist attack and said al-Hammami
was suspected of supporting extremist ideolo-
gies. Authorities have also said Omani officials
previously prevented him from obtaining a pilot's
licence. Investigators are examining how al-
Hammami was recruited by the airline despite
the reported restriction, along with the motive
behind the alleged attack and any possible
involvement of other individuals. The UAE
Attorney General has said the investigation is
being conducted in coordination with regional
security agencies to establish the full circum-
stances of the incident.

India has launched a separate investigation
into the alleged conspiracy. The National
Investigation Agency has registered a case
under the Anti-Hijacking Act and the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act in connection with the
attack on Machchhar.

India's Ministry of External Affairs earlier said
Machchhar was responding well to treatment

after undergoing surgery at a hospital in Abu
Dhabi. The Indian Embassy in the UAE has
remained in contact with his family, medical
team and local authorities.

Investigations in the UAE and India are con-
tinuing, with authorities seeking to establish the
circumstances surrounding the alleged mid-air
attack, examine the suspect's background and
determine whether the incident involved a
wider network. The allegations against the two
detained Maldivian pilots have not yet been pub-
licly established.
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Flight delayed over
‘Oz shortage’, 78

denied boarding

@hmﬁnﬁndla.mm

Chennai: Commotion pre-
vailed at the international
departure terminal of
Chennal airport early on
Monday, as a Malaysia Air-
lines flight (MH181) which
was supposed to depart
with178 passengerstoKua-
la Lumpur, was delaved
and left with 100 passenger
on board citing “oxygen
shortage”.

The flight, scheduled to
depart at 11.55pm on Sun-
day, departed at 2.20am.
Passengers were not allo-
wed to board the flight, ci-
ting a technical glitch, air-
port sources sald. The alr-
linesdid notexplain the de-
lay or why the flight
departed with fewer pas-
sengers, but sources, said
an oxygen shortage was ci-
tedas the reason.

City-based aviation ex-
pert Captain Mohan Rang-
anathan said a chemical
reaction produces oxygen
when passengers pull
down the overhead masks
during an in-flight emer-
pency. “Alirlines keep certa-
in seats inoperable if the
chemical generator of the
oXygen is not working.
That could be why the airli-

One of the

who was left behind,
posted on X that
passengers were
stranded for more
than six hours and
the airline’s staff gave

nes did not allow the pas-
sengers to board,™ he said.
One of the passengers,
who was left behind, pos-
ted on X that passengers
were stranded for more
than six hours and the air-
line's staff gave no water,
response, or information
about the flight. The airli-
nes apologised to the pas-
senger online. “We under-
stand how distressing it
must have been for pas-
aengers, especially those
with onward connections,
to experience a prolonged
delay, uncertainty regar-
ding travel arrangements,
and a lack of timely upda-
tes during the disruption,”™
itsaid. Chennaiairport so-
urces later confirmed that
Malaysia Alrlines arran-
ged alternate flichts for
stranded passengers.
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DGCA bans a particular
powerbank on all flights

Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA) has barred a partic-
ular powerbank from being
carried on aircraft in either
passenger or cargo flights
to, from and within India.
Thedecisioncame in view
af the “recent fire incident in-
volving the MOBIKINS MK-
PB4 powerbank, and con-
sidering the potential safety
risks associated with it”, the
regulatory body said.
AnIndiGo flight from Del-
i to Chennai was diverted to
Hyderabad Sunday after a
passenger's porsonal elec-
tronic device canght fire.
Anorder issued by DGCA
chief Vir Vikram Yadav said
the “travelling public and
airlines” were advised to en-
sure that the MOBIKINS
ME-PB-4 powerbank was
not carried or transported
on board the aireraft.
“Airlines are further ad-

vised to take appropriate
measures to identify and pre-
ventthecarriageof theafore-
said powerbank and to dis-
seminate this safety advisory
to the passengers through
suitable communication
channels,” the order said.
Ower the past year, soveral
countries, incloding India,
hawe started restricting pow-
crbank nsage on aireraft doe
to the possibility of them
catching fire. Apart from lim-
iting the number of power-
banksand their battery capac-
ity, they can neither be used to
charge personal electronic de-
vices nor becharged via the in-
seat power source on aireraft.
Instances of PED and
powerbank fireshave beenon
the rise globally. The biggest
scare here remains airlines
taking cabin bags from pas-
sengers at the boarding gate
tobe kept in the baggage hold.
If afire breaks out in the belly
baggage hold, it may be a
while before it is detected.



	BL DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	BL DL 14OCT2026A.JPG
	BS DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	DH-BAN-13 OCT.JPG
	ET DL 14OCT2026.jpg
	FE DL 14OCT2026.jpg
	FPJ-MUM-13 OCT.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-13 OCT-A.JPG
	HT-ND-14 OCT.JPG
	HU-ND-14 OCT.JPG
	MINT DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	AA DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	AU DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	BL DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	DB DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	DB DL 14OCT2026A.JPG
	DBU DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	ET DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	ET DL 14OCT2026A.JPG
	ET DL 14OCT2026B.JPG
	FE DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-13 OCT.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-13 OCT-A.JPG
	HT-ND-14 OCT.JPG
	HT-ND-14 OCT-A.JPG
	HT-ND-14 OCT-B.JPG
	JS DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	MINT DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	MINT DL 14OCT2026A.JPG
	MS DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	NBT DL 14OCT2026.JPG
	PIO-ND-14 OCT.jpg
	TOI-CH-13 OCT.JPG
	TOI-ND-14 OCT.JPG

