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‘MAHA TO BOOM
WITH NAVI MUMBAI
AIRPORT, NAINA'

MV MLUEBA|
SRR |NTERNATIONAL
Arrpart and MAINA
city projects being
developed by

CIDCO have the potential to
turn Maharashtra into a
powerhouse , chief minister
Eknath Shinde, has said.
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DGCA probe
into incident
at Tiruchi
airport begins

R. Rajaram
TIRUCHI

A senior official of the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) arrived at
the Tiruchi International
Airport from Chennai in
the early hours of Saturday
to conduct a detailed
probe into the incident in-
volving a Sharjah-bound
Air India Express flight that
made an emergency land-
ing in Tiruchi on Friday.
The aircraft developed a
technical glitch caused by
hydraulic failure. The
DGCA official will examine
the aircraft to determine
the root cause of the inci-
dent.

The ofhcial is also ex-
pected to speak to the
flight engineers and the pi-
lot, said airport sources. It
had circled the airport for
over two-and-a-half hours
on Friday before landing
safely.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

From Page One

DGCA probe into
incident at Tiruchi
airport begins

The DGCA official will submit a report on the inci-
dent to the authorities in New Delhi. Collector M.
Pradeep Kumar interacted with the passengers at
the airport on Saturday.

Flight IX 613, heading to Sharjah from Tiruchi
with over 140 passengers, took off from Tiruchi at
5.40 p.m. on Friday and started circling the air-
port minutes later, as the pilots were trying to
burn fuel before returning to the airport. It finally
landed safely at 8.30 p.m. An airline source said
there was a hydraulic failure warning in the cock-
pit, following which the pilots, out of abundant
caution, decided to return to the airport.

“The aircraft made a normal landing and all
passengers are safe,” Airport Director G. Gopalak-
rishnan told The Hindu. “The cause of the snag
will be duly investigated. In the interim, an alter-
native aircraft is being arranged for the onward
journey of our guests,” a spokesperson of Air In-
dia Express had said.

The alternative flight landed from the Thiruva-
nanthapuram airport in the early hours of Satur-
day. Airline sources said 108 passengers, including
three infants, boarded the flight. Twenty others
opted for a change of date of journey, and 15 oth-
ers cancelled their trip. A full refund will be pro-
vided to those passengers who opted for cancella-
tion. Responding to media reports that the aircraft
circling the airport to burn fuel was due to an ex-
tended landing gear, an airline source said the
gear had retracted after take-off.

‘Safety is our highest priority’

Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu posted
on X (formerly Twitter): “Air India Express flight
AXB-613 has safely landed at Tiruchi Airport fol-
lowing a hydraulic failure. The crew and emergen-
cy ground teams acted swiftly to ensure the safety
of all 141 passengers on board.” He further said
that Air India Express had been advised to make
necessary arrangements for the passengers’ on-
ward travel. “Safety remains our highest priority
in every operation,” the Minister said.

Safety aviation expert Captain Mohan Ranga-
nathan said: “It seems that neither the engineer
nor the pilot conducted a walkaround before the
take-off, and they forgot to remove the landing
gear pin. That could be a reason why pilots had to
circle the airport and reduce the weight of the air-
craft to less than the maximum landing weight.
Otherwise, if it was just an issue of extended land-
ing gear, the pilots could have done an overweight
landing.”

(Inputs from Jagriti Chandra in New Delhi).
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1kg gold chain seized
at Chennai airport

This Is Third Gold Bust In A Week With Help From DRI

Venkadesan 5
@timesofindia.com
Chennai: The smuggling of
gold continues, though on a
relatively less scale. Cus-
toms sleuths at Chennai In-
ternational Airport on Fri-
day seized a gold chain weig-
hing nearly kg and worth
72 lakh from a passenger

from Kuala Lumpur.

The passenger was stop-
ped on suspicion. Although
he denied possession of any
valuables, he was subjected
to a thorough search. Cus-
toms officers found he was
hidingagold chain hidden in
his inner garments, The cha-
inwas found to be of 24-carat
purity.

During interrogation, he
allegedly admitted that he
had received the gold at Kua-
la Lumpur airport and was

Many gold smugglers have
resorted to bringing electronic
gadgets and cigarettes to make
smuggling profitable. The profit
margin for gold is low owing to
the reduced price difference
between Indian and other gold
markets

asked to hand it over to a re-
ceiver upon landing in Chen-
nai. Many gold smugglers
have resorted to bringing
other electronic gadgets and
cigarettes to make smugg-
ling profitahle,

The profit margin for
gold is low owing to the redu-
ced price difference between
Indian and other gold mar-
kets. Officials say some still

bring in small quantities for
the small profit to meet the
festive demand.

“Wearenow aware of the
smugglers' modus operandi.
They are trying something
different to divert our atten
tion,” the official said. This
is the third incident in the
last week where gold smugg-
lers were caught by customs
with help from DRI.



AIRPUR 'SAUT HC!F-?FTY OF INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHT 14 CCTOBER 2024

GST notices to foreign airlines ‘regularised’

wr—
Shishir Sinha
Mew Oelh

Acting on the recommenda-
tions of the GET Council, the
Cemral Board of Indirect
Taxes & Customs [CBIC) has
‘regularised”  past  show-
cause notices [or tax demand
issued to foreign airlines.

Tt has also izsued a circular
regarding the applicability of
GST on Preferential Loca
tion Charges (PLCY for res-
idential or commercial prop-
erties.

The Board has also come
out with a detailed clarifics-
tion on the concepts of s is'
and ‘as is where is', This will
be applied to regularise the
tax demand for short pav-
ment of TANes OF no payment
of taxes based on the recom-
mendations of the GST
Council.

“0n recommendations of
the 54% GST Council, the
pavment of GST on import
of services by establish-
ments of a foreign airlines

PLC will not be
considered as
additional scrvices
but as part of
Construction
Services

company from a related per-
som or any of its escablish
ments outside India, when
made without consideration,
is hereby regularized for the
pericd fram July 1, 2017 o
Ovtober 9, 2024 on ‘ny is
where is" basis,” a CBIC cir
cnlar zaid,

The 1ssue became conten-
tous early this year with the
Director General of GET In-
vestigation (MGG isswing
show-cause notices to 10
major foreign airlines with a
demand of 10,000 crove. Tt
has already been said that
auch services will be exemp-
ted from Oetober 10,

Bazed on the recommend-
ation of the Council, the
sume cireular has gven relief
1o homebuyers who want o

have flats in preferred loca-
uons,  MNow, ‘Preferential
Location Charges' [PLC)
will not be considered as ad-
ditional services but as part
of construction  services,
This means there will be no
separare rate of GST {18 per
cent) for sucha choice.

This also means that GST
for the entire service, includ
ing PLC, would be 1 per cent
{affordable housing}, 5 per
cent (pon-affordable) or 12
per cent (eommercial con-
struction). It may be noted
that one third of the transac
tion value of an immovable
property iz attributed o
land, which is excluded from
GET ealeulation.

This circular is a follow-up
to the GST Council's recom-
mendation which clubbed
lacation charges or PLC with
the consideration for con-
struction scrvices and called
this as composite supply.

A composite supplv refers
o ban oF more goods ar ser-
vices that are sold together
as a set and cannot be sold

separately. Such supply has a
principal supply, which is the
primary product or service
thie buyer is secking, The rate
applicable wr the principal
supply will apply ta the en-
tire supply. In this scenario,
the construction service is
the main supply, and the PLC
is naturally bundled with it
As a result, the PLC will re
ceive the samc tax treatment
as the muin supply, which is
the construction service.

‘AS 15", "AS IS, WHERE 18
Arrother circular said in cases
where the matters have been
regularised on *As i15* and “As
is, where is" basis, two prin
cipleswill be followed,

If the dispute is over
higher and lower rates, then
payment at the lower rate
shall be treated as tax fully
paid for the period regular-
ised. This means there is no
requirement to pay the dif-
ference berwean higher and
lower rates. Tn case the pay-
ment was made st hivher
rate, no refind will be made,
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Air India to expand codeshares to
increase revenue, offer more options

—
Aneesh Phadnis

Itumibai

Passengers will get more
travel options as Air India is
set o expand its codeshare
partnerships with foreign
CArers,

Airlines  develop  their
nerworks in two ways — by
deploying own capacity or
by partnering with other air-
Ines through commercial
agreements, These include
interline and codeshares.

While a codeshare gives
passengers benefits like a
single itingrary, through
check-in and frequent fver
miles, it allows airlines to
expand their reach and in-
CICAEE TEWETLLL,

Inacoedeshare, one airline
operates a flight and another
markets italong with the op-
erating carrier. Ondeshares
allow airlines better revenue
options as  aiflines allow
their partners to s2ll tickets
inmare fare slahs than those

under interling agreements,

Currently, Vistars and Air
India have separate partner
ships with foreign carriers
and now new agreements
are being stitched rogether
in view of the merger of the
rwoairlines.

While Vistara's pact with
Tapan Airlines is expected to
lapse, Air India is expected
o sign new code share part-
nerships with Air Canada
and United.

Air India had a codeshare
with Air Canada prior to
privatisution but a code-
share  agreement  with
United would be its first,
bringing more passenger
feed on US flights.

Air India and United com-
pete on the busy India-US
market and despice being
Sear Alliance members did
not have & codeshare agree-
ment yet.

NEW PACTE
New pacts with Lufthansa
and Singapore Airlines are

alsn likely, harmonising fea-
tures of existing  agree-
menrs. The thrust of Air In
dia's recent strategy has
been on developing hubs
like Delhi and Mumbal and
secure a level playing field
from its partners.

“All codeshare and inter-
line passengers, who had
tickers booked on Vistara
for travel bevond November
12 have been accommod-
ated on the cormesponding
Air India flights,” Air India
said.

“All partner relationships
at Vistara have been care
fulty cvaluated from the lens
of their alignment with the
breader alliance and net
work strategy of the com-
bined entity, Le. Air India.
Additionally, Alr India is
strengthening its relation-
ships with the Star Alliance
partners,” the spokesperson
added.

Singapore Airlines said
Air India is its strategic part-
nicr.
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Drop in airfares on major routes
lights up Diwali for customers

15% decline in oil prices may have contributed to lower ticket prices

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 13 October

Air passengers might have a reason to
smile this Diwali season as average air-
fares on many domestic routes have
dropped 20-25 per cent compared to the
year-ago period, according to an
analysis.

Increased capacity and the recent fall
in oil prices are considered to be among
the factors for the fall in air ticket prices.

The analysis by travel portal ixigo
showed that average airfare on the
domestic routes have declined in the
range of 20-25 per cent. The prices are for
one-way average fare on a 30 days APD
(advanced purchase date) basis.

For 2023, the time period considered
is November 10-16 while it is October 28-
November 3 for this year. This is the time
around Diwali.

The maximum decline of average air-

FARE DIP

w2023 m2024 (price in¥) W (ha nge (%)

8 125

W 3

. B

Chennai- I(olkata

Bengaluru-Kolkata
For2023, November10-16 period is considered festival period; For2024, October28-November3 is considered

festival period;

fare is 38 per cent for a Bengaluru-Kolkata
flight to %6,319 this year from 10,195 last
year, as per the analysis.

The ticket price on Chennai-Kolkata
route has fallen 36 per cent to 5,604
from %8,725.

The average airfare for Mumbai-Delhi
flight has dropped 34 per cent to 35,762
from ¥8,788. Similarly, there is a 34 per
cent decrease in ticket prices on Delhi-

8 788

7,469

n 296
5 162

Delhi-Udaipur

Mumbal Delhi

Source: ixigo

Udaipur route to 7,469 from 11,296.

The decline is 32 per cent on Delhi-
Kolkata, Hyderabad-Delhi, and Delhi-
Srinagar routes.

Ixigo Group Chief Executive Officer
Aloke Bajpaisaid the decline in oil prices,
down 15 per cent this year, may have also
contributed to this downward trend,
offering travellers more affordable
options during the festive season.
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Domestic airfares
decline 20-25%
ahead of Diwali

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, Cctober 13

AIR PASSENGERS MIGHT have a
reason to smile this Diwali seasonas
average airfares on many domestic
routes have dropped 20-2 5% com-
pared to the year-ago period,
according toan analysis.

Increased capacity and the
recent fall in oil prices are consid-
ered tobe among the factors forthe
fall in air ticket prices.

The analysis by travel portal
ixigo showed that averageairfare on
thedomesticroutes has declined in
the range of 20-2 5%.

The prices are forone-way aver-
age fare ona 30-dayAPD (advanced
purchase date) basis.

For2023,the periud considered
is November 10-16 while it is Octo-
ber 28-November 3 for this year.
This is the time around Diwali.

The maximum decline in aver-
age airfare is 38% fora Bengaluru-
Kolkata flight to ¥6,319 thisyear
trom ¥10,195 last year, as per the
analysis.

The ticket price on the Chennai-
Kolkata route has fallen 36% to
5,604 from ¥8,725.

Theaverageairfare for Mumbai-
Delhi flight has dropped 34% to
5,762 from ¥8,788. Similarly,
there is a 34% decrease in ticket
priceson the Delhi-Udaipurroute to
¥7,469from ¥11,296.

The decline is 32% on Delhi-
Kolkata, Hyderabad-Delhi, and
Delhi-Srinagarroutes.

“Last year, airfares around
Diwali had surged due to limited
capacity, primarily driven by the
suspension of Go Firstairline. How-
ever,thisyearwe've seensomerelief
as additional capacity has been
added since then, leading to a 20-
25% YoY (year-on-year) dip inaver-
age airfares across keyroutesforthe
last week of October,"ixigo Group
CEO Aloke Bajpai said.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS !'on:

READ TO LEAD

o

FESTIVAL SAVINGS

M Bengaluru- = B Chennai-
Kolkata fares = Kolkata prices
down 38% to | drop 346% to
26,319 | 35,604

B Mumbai-Delhi

atrfares fall 34%to P 35,762

W Diwali 2022 | M Fares drop

saw soaring due to capacity
airfares from | increase and
capacity lower oil prices
ISIUES W ixigo analysis
M Certain shows

routes have significant

fare hikesup | airfare

to 34% reductions

According to him, the decline in
oil prices, down 15% thisyear, may
havealsocontributed tothis down-
wardtrend,offering travellersmore
affordable options during the fes-
tive season.

Currently, oil prices are slightly
on the upward trajectory amid ris-
ing geopolitical tensions.

Meanwhile, there has been a
hikeinairfaresof upto 34% oncer-
tain routes.

While the ticket price has
jumped 34% on the Ahmedabad-
Delhirouteto ¥8,758 from 6,53 3,
the rise i5 33% on the Mumbai-
Dehradun route to 15,527 from
¥11,710, the analysis showed.

14 October 2024
https://epaper.financialexpre
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Domestic
airfares
around
Diwali drop
20-25%

e

teexibackilnveminL com
NEW DELHI

ir passengers mighit
have a reason to smibe
this Diwali season as

average airfares on many
domestic routes havedropped
H3-25% eoanpared to the year
ago period, according (o an
analysis. Increased capacity
and the recent fall in oil prices
areconsidered tobe among e
factors for the Gl in air teket
prices.

Theanalbysis by travel portal
ixigo showed that average air
fare on the domestic routes
have dedlined in the range of
H)-25% The prices are forone
wary average fare on a 30 days
APDadvanced purchase date)
hasis, For 23, the time period
considered is10-16 November
while it is 28 Ociober-3
MNovember for this vear. Thisis
the time around Diwali.

The maximum decline of
averare airfare 1538% ford Ben
gl Beelbata fight to46, 319
thas vear from TH0_1ES Est vear,
as per the analyvsis,

The ticket price on Chennai
holbata route has fallen 36% to
15,604 from 18 725 The aver-
age airfare for Mumbai-Delhi
flight has dropped 34% o
15,762 fromn 18,788, Similarly,
there s 54 % deerease in ticket
priceson Delhi-Udsipurroute
1o 47 469 from 11296 The
decline is 32% on Delhi-Rolk-
ata, Hvderabid -Delhi, and Del
hi-Srimszar routes.

“Last vear, airfares around
Diwali had surged due to lim
ited capaaty, primanly driven
by the suspension of Go First
airline. However, this vear
we've seen some relielas adidi
ticsnal capacity has been added
since then, beading toa 20-25%
v-u-y (vear-on-vear) dip in
average airfares across key
roantes for the Lt week ol Otor
ber,” ixigo Group CEO Aloke
Bayjpa sasd.
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Airfares drop
by 20-25% for

Diwali season

Increased capac-
ity and lower oil
prices contribute

NEW DELHI: Air passengers
in India may have something
to cheer about this Diwali,
as average airfares on several
domestic routes have dropped
by 20-25 per cent compared to
last year, according to an anal-
ysis by travel portal ixign. The
drop in ticket prices is attrib-
uted to increased flight capac-
ity and the recent ine in
oil prices.
The analysis, which com-
ares one-way fares for flights
30 days in advance,
shows a significant reduction
in airfares during the festive
season, For 2023, the period
analysed is Movember 10-16,
while for 2024, it covers Octo-
ber 28-November 3—dates that
coincide with the Diwali holi-
days. The most notable drop
is on the Bengaluru-Kolkata
route, where average fares have
fallen by 38 per cent. from Rs
10,195 in 2023 1o Rs 6,319 this
vear, (ther sienificant decreases

Airfares drop by
20-25% for...

The Delhi-Udaipur route also witnessed
& 34 per cent dip, with prices dropping to
Hs 7469 from Rs 11,296,

Aloke Bajpai, Group CEO of i:tifn.
explained that the surge in airfares last
year was largely due to the suspension of
(i First airline, which had caused a strain
on flight capacity. “This year, we've seen
some relief as additional capacity has been
added, leading to a 20-15 per cent year-
on-year dip in average airtares across key
routes for the last week of October,” Bajpai
said.

The fall in global oil prices, which have
decreased by around 15 per cent this year,
has further helped bring down airfares,
though geopolitical tensions have recently
cansed a slight rise in oil prices.

However, not all mutes have benefited
from lower fares. The analysis also reveals
increases of up to 34 per cent on some
routes, including a sharp rise in prices on
the Ahmedabad-Delhi and Mumbai-Deh-
radun routes, where fares have jumped by
34 per cent and 33 per cent, respectively.

This mixed trend means passen-

Si;: may find both deals and price hikes

ending on their travel routes. AGENIES
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Average air fares drop 20-
25 per cent around Diwali

FTI W NEW DELHI

I'!. ir passengers might have
reason to smile this
Diwali season as average
girfares on many domestic
routes have dropped 20-25
per cent compared to the
year-ago period. according to
an analysis,
Increased capacity and the
recent fall in oil prices are
considered to be among the
factors for the fall in air ticket
prices.
The analysis by travel portal
i.xli_E:; showed that average
airfare on the domestic routes
has declined in the range of
20-25 per cent.
The prices are for one-way
average fare on a 30 days APD
(advanced purchase date)
basis.
For 2023, the time period
considered is Novemnber 10-
16 while it is October 28-
Movember 3 for this year. This
is thie time around Diwali.
The maximum decline of
average airfare is 38 per cent
for a Bengalurn-Kolkata flight
to Bs 6,319 this year from Rs
10,195 last year, as per the
analysis.
The ticket price on Chennai-
Kolkata route has fallen 36
r cent to Bs 5604 from Rs
725,
The average airfare for
Mumbai-Delhi  flight has
dropped 34 per cent to Rs

5762 from Rs 8,788
Similarly, there is a 34 per
cent decrease in ticket prices
on Delhi-Udaipur route to Rs
7.46% from Rs 11,296

The decline is 32 per cent on

Dielhi-Kolkata, Hyderabad-
Delhi, and Delhi-Srinagar
routes.

‘Last year, airfares around
Diwali had sorged due to
limited capacity, primarily
driven by the suspension of
G First airline. However, this
year we've seen some relief as

additional capacity has been
added since 'Ill':::n. ;cading to a
20-25 per cent Yo (year-on-
year} dip in average airfares
across key routes for the last
week of October” ixigo
Group CEOQ Aloke Bajpai tn:ﬁ:l
PFTIL.

According to him, the decline
in oil prices, down 15 per cent
this year, may have also
contributed to this downward
trend, offering travellers more
affordable options during the

festive season

Currently, oil prices are
slightly on the upward
trajectory amid  rising
litical tensions.
Echﬁnwhil.c, there has been a
hike in airfares of wp to 34 per
cent on certain routes.
While the ticket price has
jumped 34 per cent on
Ahmedabad-Delhi route to
Rs 8758 from Rs 6,533, the
rise is 3} per cent omn
Mumbai-Dehradun route to
Rs 15,527 from Rs 11,710, the
analysis showed.
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Report: Averageairfareson

domestic routesdropped
20-25pc amid festivals

STATESMAN NEWS SER-
VICE

NEWDELHI 13DCTORER

Average alrfares on many
clomestic mutes hisve drepped
20-25% compared to theperi-
ool last year, according to an
analysis

An anielysis by trvel poral
pago showed that the increased
capacity and the recent fall
in all prices are key factors
contributing o the decline
in air tickeot prices.

The prices refer o one-
waiy avernge fanes based on a
30 -day APD {advanced pur
chase datel

For 2023, the time period
consklered ks from N ovember
10 1o 16, while for this year,
itis from Cctober 28 to M ovemn-
ber 3, colnciding with the
penod amund Diwall

Theanalysis indicaed tha
the maxmum decline inaver-
npe airfore wis 38 % fora Ben-
goekarur Koleata light, dropiping
to B 6,319 this year from Bs
10,195 last year.

The ticket price on the
Chennal- Kolkata mute has
fallen by 36% to Bs 5,604 from
Rs 8725, while the average
airfare for a Mumbai-Delhi
i ghe has dropped by 34% o
= 5,762 froum Hs B, 7ER

The analysis indicated
that the maximum
decling in average air-
fare was 38%: for a
Bengaluru-Kolkata
Aight, dropping to Rs
6,319 this year from
Rs 10,195 last year.

There is a 34% decrease
im ticket prices an the Delhi-
Udabpier route 1o Rs 7,469
from Hs 11,296, and 32% on
the Delhi-Kolkawm, Hyder-
ahad-Delhl, and Delhi-Sri-
NAgar rutes,

Howewer, the tcket price
has jumped 34% on the
Ahmed abad-Delthi route o
R 8,756 from Bs6.533, while
on the Mumbai-Dehradun
route, it has dsen by 33% o
Rs 15,527 from R 11,7140

The decline in oil prices,
dowm 15%: thisyear, may have
alsocontributed io this down -
weisrtl tren, offeni ng travelles
moneaffordable options duning
the festve season.

Cumently, oil pnces are
slightly on the upwind tra-
jeciry amed ising geopoliticl
[ensions.

Meamwhile, therehasbeen
W TV e e iIJrriI.rI-h 1I’- I.I.'|1
10 34% on certain routes,
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French firms integrating Indian cos
into global supply chains: Envoy

Sachin.Parashar
@timesofindia.com

s business tycoons from

France visit India,

French ambassador
Thierry Mathou says in an in-
terview that French compani-
es are expanding footprint in
India by investing, producing
and employing locally, and in-
tegrating Indian companies in
global supply chains.

Whatis thestateof playin
Indo-French cooperation
in the field of aerospace?
France has been India’s
strategic partner for over
twenty-five years, especially
for defence and aerospace co-
operation, which goesback to
India’s Independence. As a
matterof fact, 'Make inIndia’
has been a reality for the
French defence industry for
many decades. For example,
the technology for the light
helicopter Cheetah/Chetak
was transferred in 1962 with
the beginning of its produc-
tion in India in the same year:
France is privileged to
continue being closely associ-
ated with the development of
India’s aviation and space in-

dustry. 55% of French exports
to this country are in the aero-
space sector, amounting to 2.7
billion euros for the first half
of 2024. The results of this co-
operation are quite tangible:
Indigo Airli-
nes owns
hundreds of
Airbus planes
and, in 2023,
placed an or-
derforanaddi-
tional 500 planes. The Indian
Air Force is operating thirty-
six Rafale aircraft. Further,
our space cooperation has al-
so expanded from the traditio-
nal partnership between
CNES and ISRO to coopera-
tion between our space com-
mands, the building of priva-
te joint satellites, and more.

The Indian marketis very
attractive. How are you
contributing to‘Makein
India’ policy?

Beyond the impressive
numbers on our cooperation, I
would like to underline a key
fact: the French approach
when it comes to industrial co-
operation has always been,
whenever suitable, to offer as
much indigenous production

In India as possible.
Nowadays, GIFAS compa-
nies represent more than
50,000 indirect jobs in India, in-
volving 227 Indian suppliers
and bringing more than a bil-
lion of investments to India
every year. French companies
are strengthening their in-
dustrial footprint by investing,
producing and employing lo-
cally, and integrating Indian
companies in global supply
chains. 60 defence companies
have already established phy-
sical offices and facilities in In-
dia, 15 of which have been
functioning since 2018.
Recognising the strength
of India’s engineeringand IT
talent pool, Airbus has been
investing for the past 16 years
in the Airbus India Enginee-
ring Centre and has now
launched, with Tata STRIVE,
an initiative to develop two
skills training centres in Del-
hi and in Bengaluru. Thales
1s also a large contributor in
innovation, employing some
1600 engineers in its enginee-
ring centre. There are, of co-
urse, the big groups but also
more and more small and me-
dium enterprises are expan-
ding their footprints in India.

What are the likely next
steps in Indo-French coo-
perationinaerospace?

We are currently wor-
king on an Indo-French cam-
pus for training and profes-
sions in aeronautics and spa-
ce, which would provide a
framework for these. We are
alsoworkingwith India’smi-
nistry of civil aviation to set
up an aeronautics cluster, ai-
med at raising concrete initi-
atives at the ministerial level
to promote the French offer
in India.

France will support Indi-
a’'s efforts toattain the goal of
decarbonising air transport
by 2050, in line with its ICAO
commitments. India is ready
to move towards sustainable
aviation fuels asearly as 2027,
as demonstrated by the ef-
forts made by Indian authori-
tiesand airlines.

The aerospace sector em-
bodies the best of our Indo-
French win-win cooperation.
We're looking forward to
using it as a model to further
strengthen our ties in other
key areas. The India-France
Year of Innovation, unfur-
ling in 2026, will be a unique
opportunity for this.
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109 Stranded Passengers Were Flown To Sharjah By Ferry Flight

DGCA BEGINS PROBE
INTO AIE FLIGHT SNAG
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