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Union Minister to open Chennai airport’s plaza today

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

After passengers expressed
displeasure over cancella-
tion of the opening of the
plaza at Chennai airport on
Saturday, Minister of Civil
Aviation Kinjarapu Ram-
mohan Naidu will virtually
open the facility from New

Delhi on Sunday. Since Ja-
nuary this year, air passen-
gers have been wanting
Airports Authority of India
(AAID) to open the plaza,
since it has been identified
as the alternative cab pick-
up point.

Many air passengers
landing at the Tl Domestic
Terminal have found it in-

Civil Aviation
Minister will virtually
open the facility
from New Delhi

convenient to reach the
primary cab boarding
point at the airport owing
to various reasons. The
plaza's opening, which was

slated for September 12,
was deferred since Mr. Nai-
du had to participate in the
BRICS Summit.

After The Hindu report-
ed that the event was to be
postponed again, air pas-
sengers took to social me-
dia and vented their disap-
pointment. Following this,
on Saturday, the AAI said

the Minister will virtually
launch the facility on
Sunday.

AAI officials said the fa-
cility was ready and will be
put to use following its in-
auguration at  noon.
“There will be staff to di-
rect vehicles and guide
passengers  after the
launch,” an official said.
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Cochin airport adds robot to aid passengers

HD Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Passengers at Cochin Interna-
tional Airport can now seck
directions, flight updates and
information about Kerala's
traditional art forms from a
passenger assistance robot
deployed inside the domestic
terminal.

Cochin International
Airport Limited has placed the
first robot at Kalangan, its
Kerala art muscum in the
Domestic Security Hold Area,
as part of o wider plan to use
automated assistance to make
airport mavigation and inform-
ation services easier for trave-
llers, CIAL Managing Director
8 Suhas inaugurated the ser-
vice.

The robot can welcome
possengers, ANswer gqueries
® and direct them © boarding
gates and other alrport facil-
ithes. It is

The machine combines airport navigation with cultural
interpretation, guiding travellers through both
terminals and Kerala's artistic traditions

also connected to flight inf-
ormation systems, enabling it
to provide updates on sche-
dules, gate numbers and other
travel-related while
offering informadon on serv-
ices avallable across the air-
p(lr[.

CIAL has positioned the
machine at Kalangan so that it

details

can perform a second role as
a cultural guide. Visitors can
ask the robot about Kerala art
forms represented  in the
museum, induding Kathakali
and Otanthulll, and receive
information abour sculptures,
artworks and displys The
robot can also guide passe-
ngers towards individual

exhibits inside the cultural
space.

The airport operator said
the deployment is intended
o give passengers access o
immediate assistance with-
out having to locate an inf-
ormation desk for routine
queries. Travellers can inte-
ract directly with the robot to
clarify questions abour their
Jjourney, locate facilides or
check information relevant o
their flight.

The machine was deve-
loped for CIAL by Pune-
based Kinetics Robotics. Its
inroduction forms the first
phose of a broader robotic
assistance programme at the

afrport, with CIAL planning

o place similar units in
check-in halls as the service
expands

The company is also exami-
ning the possibility of depl-
oyving delivery robots inside
terminal areas.
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City airport plaza, cab pickup
point to be opened today

Times News Nerwork

Chennai: Passengers exiting
Chermai Infernational Air
port can now use the new pla-
za and adjoining cab pick-up
point, almost a year after the
construction was completed.
Om Sunday, Union civil avia-
tion minister K Ram Mohan
Naidu will virtnally inauguo-
rate the facility

Located 30m from Termi-
nal1(T1), theplaza willlet pas-
sengers board cabs closer to
the terminal, instead of ta-
king a detour to the mulii-le-
vel car park. Airport officials
said 28 cabs can pick up pas-
sengers at a time from two de-
dicated bays, whilea thirdbay
will cater to vehicles exiting
the airpori. The facility is ex-
pected to handle at least 5,000
cabiripsaday

Cab operations at the new
pick-up point will be introdu-
ced in phases. Ola, Uber and

/\

"'ﬁ-ﬂﬂ!ﬁ'

AT LAST: Although completed in Dec 2025, the plaza was not opened
earlier because of legal issues involving previous parking contractor

Rapido vehicles will be allo-
wed in the first phase. Airport
anthorities will assess traffc
congestion before permitting
other cab agpregators and
black-and-yellow taxis.

Cabs will continue to pick
up passengers from the west
multi-level car park, which is
closer to the T4 domestic and
T2 international terminals.

Buggies will be operated from
T4, via TZ, to Tl for passengers
who choose to use the plaza
cab facility

The plaza has seating for
150 passengers and is equip-
ped with coversd roofing,
drinking-water facilities, a
flight information display sy-
stem and other passenger
amenities, an official said.
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Ninemonths on,noprogresson
Hisar airport development pact

MoU signed in Dec’25, but study for integrated aviation hub yet to begin

DerrENDER DESWAL

THIBEIWE NEWS SEWVTCY

HISAR, SEPTEMBER 13

Nine months aller the
Haryana Government signed
a memormndum of under-
standing (Moll) wath the US
Tride and Development
Agency (USTDA) for develop-
ing Hisar Airport as an inte-
grated aviation and cargo hub,
the project has made little
headway, with the consultant
selection process still shown
as “selection in progress”

The USTDA had approved
technical assistance worth
nearly $1.25 million (B= 10.53
erore) for the project, which
covers 2988 ocres ot Hisar
airport. The Moll, signed in
December last yedr, envis-
aged completion of the pmj-
ect within two years.

The agreement was signed
between the Haryana Air-
port Development Corpora-
tion (HADC)and the USTDA
in the presence of Chief Min-

!

L' l.‘l & I't

The Maharmja Agrasan Airport in Hisar. TREUNE PHOTD

ister Nayab Singh Saini and
then US Ambassador Eric
Garcetti at Haryana Bhawan
in New Delhi.

The ambitious plan envis-
ages an integrated oviation
hub compnsing Hisar Air
port operstions, mn integrated
manufacturing cluster, the
WordPort carpo and logistics
hub, a mamntenance, repair
and overhaul facility and an
entertainment village,
among other components

However, the latest project

status information mailable
publicly on the USTDA web-
site continues o show the
oonsultant selection stage as
“selection  in progress”
There is no information
about the appointment of a
US firm to undertake the
technical assistance or the
commencement of the study,

Officials associated with the
Haryana Awiation Depari-
ment said the deloy was sig-
nificant as the USTDA grant
was conoeivied as a key com-

ponernt of the state’s larger
plan to develop Hisar as an
integrated aviation hub, link-
g sirpord  infmstrecture
with cargo, logistics and
industrial development

The project assumes sig-
nificance as the state gov-
ernment has separately
announced & budgetary
allocation of Rs 315 crome
for the Swarmn Javanti Inte-
grated Aviation Hub ot His-
ar, Physical infrastructune
and related works are being
pursued separately

Under the MoU, the UST-
DA was expected to assist in
attracting financial
investors, integrating van-
ous components of the aire
part project. packaging indi-
vidual projects for
development and execution,
exploring public-private
parinership models and
assessing the feasibility of
the proposed WorldPort car-

go and logistics hub.
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Supply of 40 Airbus aircraft to Def Min to attract GST: AAR

shiihlr Sinha

Few Delhi

Airbus will need to take
GST registration in Gu
jurat for supply of aircrafis
to the Defence Ministry,
Gujarat AAR has said. The
Tata group company 15 as
sembling aireraft on behalf
of Airbus in its plant at
Vadodara.

“The applicant (Project
Office) is liable to pay GST
in India on the supplies of
40 aircrafts made to the
Ministry of Defonce, Gav-
ermment of India pursuant
to the platform contract,”
AAR said in a ruling pro-
nounced on September 11,

The entire process of
manufacture  (by  Indian

IMPLICATION. The rufing is relevant for contract
manufacturing businesses, where the manufacturer and the final

supsplier are not the Same sums

Aircraft  Contractor  or
IACY and subseguent sup
plv of 40 aircraft to the
MoD, ex-works (oubaard
supply}, by the applicant, is
being carried out in Gu
jarat. Further, the present

threshold limitfexemption
limit for goods in Stares
(other than special cut-
egory states) is T20 lakh.
Howewver, “the transaction
value of the aircraft to be
supplied to the MoD in Gu-

jarat is T19145 crore.”
Hence, the project office
needs o be registered in
the State from where sup-
ply is to be made.

WIDER RELEVANCE

Commenting on the ruling,
Amit Maheshwari, Man-
aging  Partner at  AKM
Global said, “What makes
this ruling intcresting is
thar the AAR has looked at
the transacton from the
standpoint of the actual
contractual fow, rather
than simply asking who
manufactured the  air-
craft. The fact thar title
passed o Airbus  at
Vadodara and the aircraft
were thereafter supplied 1o
the Ministry of Defence
from the same location be-

came [mpnnanl: in determ-
ining the GST liability.
This could have wider rel
evance for businesses op-
erating through contract-
mﬂ.l1l'|fq"|'l."[lli‘11'lﬁ arrange
ments, where the
manufacturer and the en-
rity making the final supply
are not necessarily the
same, he added.

Moreaver, the govern-
ment being the recipient
does not, by lizelf, mean
that the supply is exempt.
“The absence of o specific
cxemption.  for  aircraft
meant that the supply re-
muined taxable, with the
AAR consequently placing
the requirement to cbiain
a separate GST registra-
tion in Gujarat. given thar
the taxable supply was be-

ing made from the State,”
Maheswari said.

TOTAL DEAL

Spain based Aithus De-
fence and Space (having a
project office namely Air-
bus Group India Pvt Led at
Gurugram) was awarded a
contract in 2021 for the
supply 56 C-205MW air-
craft along with associated
equipment.

Ot of these first 16 air
craft will be delivered at
Airbus Defence and Space
84 facilitics in Spain, in fy-
away condition. Remaining
40 aircraft will be manufac
tured in India by Tata Ad-
vanced Systems Lid the
IAC, These will be supplied
to Airbus, who then supply
to Defence Ministry.
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China Southern Airlines to
resume Guangzhou-Delhi
flights after 6 vears

China Southern Airlines on Saturday announced
that it will resume regular passenger servioes

on the Guangzhou-Mew Delhi route from
September 21, restarting the service after

B SiX-YOar SUspension.

With the resumption, the airline will operate
maore than 100weekly Hights across eight
rotnd-trip routes in South Asia, the carmier said.

The carrier's announcement coincides with
Chinese President XiJinpings visit tolndiato
attend the Brics summiit and hold talle with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on improving bilateral ties.

The Hight services between India and China
were suspended following the Covid-19 pandemic
in 2020, and were not restored amid the military
standoff betweren the two countries in eastern
Ladakh, which ended in October 2025

The resumption of flights is part of the
eradual normalisation of India-China relations
following two meetings between Modi and
Xi in:2024 and 20325, ]
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AIRLINE’S SCHEDULED CAPACITY SETTO DECLINE 8.8% YOY

Air India cuts Sept capacity

twice as much as industry

# Limited aircract
availability,
higher costs
weigh on capacity

HITIM KUMAR
Hew Delhi, September 13

THE LACK OF adequiate ali-
craft, higher fuel costs, and
continued network rationali-
sation  amid gm;:\;'-lrtu:al
uncertainty ls compelling Alr
I nedlia o cut scheduled capac

Ity at almost twice the pace of
the domestic aviation mar k=t

Disruptions to international
airspaces and longer fight
paths on some inte rnational
renit e have increased fuel con

sum ption and operating costs,
making thealdine moreselec-
tive indeployingairaraf

Alr India’sscheduled capac-
ity is sct to fall 8.8% year on
vear o 3 2 milllon seats bn Sap-
tember, from 3,5 million seats
a yearearlier, according toavi
ation anakytics firm OAG,

The industry’s scheduled
capacitydeclined 4,5%t0 227
million seats from 2 3.8 mil
Hon bn Septanber 202 5,

The September schedules
Indieatethat alrllnes are mov-
ing away from broad-based
capacity  expansion and
becoming more selective
about where they deploy air
craft, Inditzo, the I.'{:-I.IE'IIF!,I"!.

FLEET CRUNCH

8.8% | 4.5%

Yo decling | cortraction
inairindia's | inindustry's
scheduled | capacityin
capacity September
expected in
September 1

\

larpestaidine, has an Septem
ber capacity by 4.500 o 11.26
milion seats.

For Alr Imddla, the capacity
reduction comes at a time
when the akline Ls simulane-
ously tryimg torebuild its fleet
and expand its network The
aircraft availability, mainte
nance requirmentsanddeliv
ery schedules continue to
influence hove quickly capacity
can be added, The aidine is,
therefore, balancdng itslonger
term expansion plans with
near-term  operational con
siraints, |J.-_-|.||.u:.-l|.|!.|; avallabls
aircraft on routes where
demand and economics are
STOMET.

Currently, its capacity
reduction is also significamtly

mtigherfuel mAIr India B Aasa Al is
consumgtion and m:r::hnm m'"ﬁh‘
costs are squUeezing capachy by meic, 2
capacity on some ?:d?ua“:.r!;‘d glchrmm
imtermational routes by N I
W AIrindiais & Alr india still remains Indias
balane ing fleet second-largest scheduled aikine
rebuilding with by capacity, with 3.22 million seats
ot - L T in September; IndiGo way ahaad
operational hurdles with 1L28 seats

sharper than that of its sistor
abrlinie, Air lndia Express The
low-cost carrier’s scheduled
apacity Is down 2.6%% year-
on-yrearat 1 54 million seatsin
September. Alr India has a
larger mternational footprint
than Alr India Express.

[respite the medwction, Air
India remains the country’s
second -Lirgest scheduled air
linebycapaciy,with 3.22 mil
llon  seats i September,
IndiGo, of course, remains far
ahzad with 11.26 millien
scats, accounting for around
half of lndia’s wstal scheduled
@pacity.

Together, Alr India and Ak
India Express account for
around 5.76 million seats, or
roughly onc-fourth of the

coumtry’s total scheduled
capacatyin 5:.1!1 einber

Akasa Air, meanwhile, is
bucking the broader contrac-
tiom, with scheduoled capacity
rising 5% year-on-year o
around B 37,000 scats. The air
line has continued to axpand
its network and deployaddi
tional aircraft even as larger
carriers have become more
cautious about capacity
growth,

Spicefet has seenthe steep
esl eontractlon among major
camriars,wit hscheduled capac
Ity plunging 45.29% year-on-
year to around 261,000 seats,
The sharp reduction reflects
theairline’s montinuing fleet
constraints and Bmited avail-
abli ¥ of operat mnal amcraft
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After 6 years,
China Southern
resumes Delhi,
Guangzhou flight

PTI

BELING

China Southerm Airlines on
Saturday announced that it
will resume regular passenger
services on the Guangzhou-
New Delhi route from
September 21, restarting the
service after a six-year sus-
pension.

With the resumption, the
airline will operate more than
100 weekly flights across eight
round-trip routes in South
Asia, the carrier said.

China Southern Airlines,
headquartered in Guangzhou
in China's southern
Guangdong province, is one of
the country's major carriers.

The carrier’s announce-
ment coincides with Chinese
President Xi Jinping's visit to
India on Saturday to attend
the BRICS summit and hold
talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on further
improving bilateral relations.
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GIFT City eyes bigger chunk
of aircraft leasing business

India’s aviation market is expanding and airlines are building a large aircraft order book

ST

st vaidyaglvemint com
AMUMBA)

IFT City i beiting on

ndche fnineclal segments

such as alreraft and ship

||.'..1.~|ll'u.1 1o huidlel & more

competitive global finan-
ctal hub, saéd Sanjay Kaul, managing
director (MDD} and p.’l!l.llil]|<‘|'||L'|'L'.\C|.'|.'tl-
tive offkcer (CEQ), of the fnanclal servi-
OERCEnine.

Indtan aidines have historbeally
structured much of thedr alreraft leas-
Ing and Anancing through overseas
centres, leaving domestie financial
centres with o smaller share althe busi-
ness, GIFT Cly now wants to capirne
mesre ol that activity as ndia's sviation
marked expands and alrlines huild a2
large atreraft order book

“Major Inadian airlines that operate
now have an order book of around
2000 -plus alreraft, which ds Fully
leasedl. Traditkonally, all this leasing
hagspens outshde [ndia because lndia
il met hiarve alesasing evosystem,” haul
tslcd Adlit.

An estimated B0% of Indis’s com-
mercial fleet ks Ananced and leased
through entities in Irelaned, the Ciyman
Lslameds, Singapore, or Tiangin. Iredand
alone controls 2 ofthe ghobal market
fsr aireraft loaging, seoording (o a
Sepitember 2025 PwC report.

Withalreraft leasing regulbations

Sanjay Kaul, MD and group CEO of GIFT City.

The Centre had aleo facilivated the
leasing of 87 englnes, B3 suxiliary
power wnits, o aviation traindng sim-
ulation device and two landing gears.
There are around 37 alreraft beasing
entites aperating From GLFT City asof

now in place in GIFT Cliy and the  PLAN 55 10 ke IHDHAN airlines
supporting  ecosvstem  taking E'az %H:I:Etmal L?Lzﬁr;cag:lelﬂﬁ
shape, GIFT Clty ks boolkdng to being saaking 1o finance, financing Lturng._@

a larger share of this business  jease sreraft, ships OVErSEES Centias

onshore, Kaul added.

B dlirecily toval ilines for adreradt puor-
l'l]nl.'*‘:‘- I HOACSE ur I I e T |.‘J’i.‘| -!1'1‘.".']-111"'.
with the business and the speclalised
mibre of sreraft financing, Kaul sadd.

The regulatory framework, Intro-
duced bn 2021, now allows a special

The broader plan is 1o make GIFT
Clty anatural hase for companbes seeli-
ing to Anance and lease srerafl snd
ships.

“The kegical path for any company
planningg o lease an alreraft or ship
gobng forwand shoukd be: why can't we
elas bt In GIFT™ Kaul sakd.

Albreraftleasing is not the only mlche
segment where GIFT Cliy Is gnindng
traction. The number of ships leased
through the centre rose from three in
December 200653 to 42 in June 2026,
according to IFSCA's guarterly bulle-
tin, Theere e arosimd 38 ship lessors in
the centre.

Aviation and shiplessing are just one
part ol the expansion strtegy. Kaul also
aafd GIFT Clry ks In discussions with
semicoarductor compankes o explore
whether they coubl estahlish back-of-
fice operations in the financlal centre,
as Gujarnt develops a semicomdueton
il turing ecosysiem

Tatx Electronics, in partnershipwizh
PSMC, Talwan, s bullding a state-of-
the-art, Al-emabled J00mm (12-inchi
fabrication Eacility in Dholera, Guj-
arat. Micron apeed 3 semboondueton
assemnbily and test faeility b Sanand.

Crystal Matrix Lud will also set up
an integrated facility for compound
sembromductor Babrication in Dhol-
era, while Suchi Semicon Pvi. Lid is
extablishing an outsourced semi-
comductor assembly and tess facil-
Ity In Surat.

BAMKS were AIRCRAFT |easng & “GIFT City has mow developed
f&mjﬁ&ﬁtﬁt 'u";';'fm:';gn world-cliss business rones which
Birlimes for aicralt City & gaining are stiracting global capahility con-
pLrehases traction tres,” sabd Rajeev Nalr, partner at

As of June, 237 alrcraft had
been beased from GIFT Cliy, sccord-
ing to the International Financial
Services Centres Authority's quar-
terly bulletin. Only 17 alreralt were
leased in December 2023, the latest
ta showed.

June.

The development of & flnancing
structure that can give banks greater
comfort in kending sgains aireraft bs
another part ol the effort.

Banks were previously hesitant to

puarposse vehicle (SPY) 1o own the air-
craft and sit betweessthe kender and the
adrlime. Under this structure, the len-
der's exposure {5 ted to the alrerafl
rather than directly tothe alrline's bal-
anceshest

Rajani Associates. “This comple-
ments e push of the Gujarat goy-
ernment towards manufacturing and
packaging cenires elsewhere in Guj-
arat. With thisthe GIFT City has posi-
thned itself s s divessifod destination
for business mueh bevond the BFS] and
IT sectors.”
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AT flight makes
emergency
landing at Jaipur

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE i@ New Delhl

AN Air India flight from Bho-
pal to Mew Delhi carrving 140
passengers made an emergency
landing at Jaipur on Sunday
morning due to an issue with
one engine. It landed safely and
has been grounded. An emer-
gency was declared at the air-
port fior half an hour

Flight AT 1186 took off from
Bhopal Raja Bhoj airport at 826
am, according to FlightStats It
landed safely at Jaipur airport
around 9.40 am and all passen-
gers disembarked. A source at
Jaipur airport said one of the
pilots contacted Air Traffic
Control requesting an cinergeln-
cy landing due to an issue on
board. Security personnel, am-
bulances and fire-fighting vehi-
cles were kept on standby, and
the aircraft landed smoothly

In a statement, Air India said
the fight was diverted to.Jaipur
due to a technical issue as per
laid-down procedures. The air-
craft landed safely and was un-
dergoing checks. The airline
said its ground team was assist-
ing passengers.
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Alflight diverted to Jaipur after snag

SHEKHAR S5INGH
TILHUNH RIS SN KR
NEW DELHI, S EPTEMBER 13
An Air India flight carrving
140 people from Bhopal to
Delhi was diverted to Jaipur
on Sunday morning after the
crew detedted a technical
issue mid-flight, prompting
alithorities to declare an
emergency at the Jaipur air-
port and position fire tenders,
ambulances and security per-
sonnel ahead of itslanding,
Flight AI1886 landed in
Jaipur around 9.40 am and all
those on boand disembarked

safely. The aircraft was subse-
quently prounded for techni-
cal inspection.

Sources said the emerpency
was dedared at the airport
amund 9 am and remained in
force for neady 40 minutes.
Firefighting vehicles, ambu-
lances and secunty personne
were kept on standby as the air-
craft approached the airport

The flipht had departed
Bhopal's Haja Bhoj Airport
around 8.26 am and was head-
ed for Delhi when the techni-
cal issue was detected.

The crew subsequently took

the precautionary decsion to
divert to Jaipur mther than con-
tinue to the national capital.
Air India confirmed the
incident, sayving the diver-
sion was carried out in accor-
dance with laid-down proce-
dures after the aircrafi
enoountered a  technical
issie, The arline did not dis-
close the nature of the snag,
saving only that the airermft
was undergoing inspection in
accordance with its safety pro-
tocols. Passenpgers were pro-
vided assistance by Air India'’s
ground tearn at Jaipur
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