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House Panel to Scrutinise
Key Aviation Sector PSUs

unting for 77% of the total output
Our Bureau The parliamentary committee 1s ox
pected to submit its report by the end
New Delhi: A parliamentary panel of thisfinancial vear
will indertake a detailed examination
of public sector undertakings (PSUs)
in the aviation sector, including the
Alrports Aul Imrny of India (AAD. in
the wake of the June 12 Alr India plane
crash. The exercise will entall a scruti-
ny of the financial health, corporate
governance, skill and manpower and
technical preparedness of the entities
Besides the AAL the Key aviation PSUs
Include Hindustan Asronau
ties Litd, Pewan Hans Lid, Na-
tional Aerospace Laboratori-
es  Asronattical Develop
ment Agency, Al Alrport Services Lid
and Air India Engineering Services Lid
The Lok Sabha Committes on Public
Undertakings, chaired by BJP leader
Baijayant Panda, will also review per
formance and Dpemtiu:rm of morethan
a dozen PSUs in the defence and ato
MIC ENeTEY S0 lor, A ms jor 1I![ LIE e
for the gover nment. India's annual de
fence production crossed the €1.5 lakh
croremark for the first time in 2024-25,
up 18% yvear-on-vear Exports went up
12.04% to 23,622 crore from 221083 cro-
reduring this period, with PSUs acco
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‘No major fire, only a

minor spark, smoke in
engine of cargo flight’

As some sections of the media reported ‘a major fire’ in an aircraft that

arrived in Chennai on Tuesday, AAI clarifies that it was only a minor spark

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALIL

here was a minor
Tspark and smoke
coming from one

of the engines of an in-
bound international cargo
flight that arrived in Chen-
nai on Tuesday. There
were no injuries, official
sources said.

The flight was coming
from Kuala Lumpur. On
landing, smoke was seen
coming from one of its en-
gines, which led to some
sections of the media re-
porting it as “a major fire
in the aircraft”.

However, officials from
the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) clarified that
there was no major fire.

According to AAI offi-
cials, around 6.30 a.m.,
the aircraft landed at the

The international cargo flight was coming from Kuala Lumpur.

Chennai airport. It was
taxiing towards the bay
when a minor spark was
noticed, ofhicials said.
“The Air Traffic Control
informed the pilot. Since it
was a minor spark, the fire
tender on standby was not
deployed. The smoke, too,
subsided on its own. A
team of engineering ex-

perts attended the air-
craft,” an official said.

In a statement, the Of-
fice of the Chennai Airport
Director said, “It is hereby
stated that there was no
major fire in the engine
during landing. There was
a minor spark and some
smoke, possibly due to oil,
dirt, or residue. The air-
craft did not suffer any
damage. This incident has
been blown out of
proportion.”
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Govt offers
to shift AAI
towers to
Gorai for free

Mumbai: The state govt has
written to the Airports Aut-
hority of India(AAT)offering
to shift the transmission to-
wers free of cost from Dahi-
sar to Goral This is the fo-
urth such letter the govt has
written to the centre to expe-
dite the shifting of the trans-
mission towers.

The high-frequency com-
munication equipment was
installed by AATon theirown
lands at Juhu, Andheri West,
and Dahisar, By virtue of aci-
vic aviation notification pub-
lished in December 2020, buil-
ding height restrictions were
imposed in and around these
high-frequency towers, This
has impacted the redevelop-
ment of buildings and slum
redevelopment projects as
the reduced building heights
are affecting the commereial
viability of the projects.

Aseem Gupta, Additional
Chief Secretary, state urban
development dept, in the let-
ter; said the cost of shifting
the high-frequency Rx sta-
tions from Dahisar to an al-
ternate location at Gorai
shall be borne by the BMC.
The corporation, he said, will
also carry out the develop-
ment of the site, boundary
wall, and other related in-
frastructure.

“Approximately 20 acres
of landat Goraishall bemade
available to AAI free of cost
for shifting the HF receiving
stations from Dahisar...,” sta-
tes the letter: T



AIRPUR TISAUT HORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIEKE EHASEKAE JATIPUR 13 AUGUST 2025

TN : 1 6 A AEHTES
STaQR A feeett 1A dreft 32M
TG | SEF RO W HEER H T fed
U F fawel F1 TR #4060 He T |
o T TR # el S SER ahe

W Fea # v WE-1182 # 8 3 weR
muwsosﬁﬁﬁmaﬁi% EET

AR & TR S SR & 998 e
T = 2 9 T @ &l



AIRF’UH ISAUT HUF?ITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIK JAGRAN DELHIT 14 AUGUST 2025

15 Bl 99 A
3eHI & foru nfcey
o, 7 feelt : T e &
W T T T
T Sre TR % A e
ofeds @r & sEE Ged
15 37T W TEE TE ¥ H
=0 ¥3 7% i fE e =n
-ﬂﬂmﬁﬁmw
FEFEI F FHA A ISA WA
a;rﬁtrmqmﬂmlaﬁr—rm
wafg § ag o9, E9E g
z THEA (FEE) W OwE
WU TE TR THE @,
U= % wEige oard el
siT FEEETE, S OT=E
qEE F A A T E, wW
#l =fta nEkE e an
Aerre FafFe el = O
= Ofesnl § g2 9 T 2



i IR G IR _
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

Corporate Communications Directorate

OF INDILA

THE FINANCIAL EXPREESS DELHI 14 AUGUST 2025

AirIndiaintalks to
make Navi Mumbai
airport a global hub

SWARAI BAGGOMKAR
Mumbai, August 13

AR IMDIAIS N talkswith Adani
Atrpontstomake the upooming
Nawi Mumbai airport ahub for
its intemational operations as
it booles to significantly step up
its plobal prosence

The Navl Mumbal a irpart,
which s controlled I'n' Adani
Airports Holdings(AAHL), tobe
India's second hrt:r'u airr.u:ﬂ
operator (in terms of passen-
gers serviced), is expected o
commence commerdal opem
tions from mid-November,
Both domestic and interna
tional fights will start from

the opening day.
"Terminal I at the Navi
Mumbai airport will be

designed and bullt for hub
operation Ll’r|.1|:|:|.!l'.l.1_1.I LAAHLis
working with Alr I ndia for their
design mputand to help them
make itahub for their ntema-
tional operations” sald an
industry source,
Astheevisting infras nictuns
at the Chhatrapati Shinaji
Maharaj In ternational Alrport
{CEMIA) isstretchad toitsimits
with regands to passen gerhan-
dling capacity, thereis no mom
formakinganydedgnand stouc-
tural changesat theairport,
"Mavi Mumbal alrport will

FLIGHT PLAN

Chhatrapat]
fights Shivaji air-
will start port sad to
fraam the be stretehed
openng day | tolimis

eventually become the Inter-
national hub, It is a modern

airport compared to CSMIA
There cannot be too many
changes at terminal 2 at
CEMIA So,eventually you will
have intermational o perations
becoming more dominamnt at
thee Navi Mum bai arport,” sid
Lhee soue,

Continved on Page 7

Air India in talks...

*IMITIALLY, IT MAY be Alr [k
E'xpmu which will move it
Internatiomal operations to the
Mawi ."|.1.|.1ml1.1|a.'i|-|'|r.|‘r whileron
tinulng to stayat CS3MIA. This
wil lwﬁ:! the Air India Emoup
understand what it takes torun
operations from that airport,”
said anot her industry source.

Even witharated capacity of
10-23 million at Terminal 1,
AAH] bl that fwillron out
ofthis capadity within the first
sixmonths of operations at the
Nawvi Mumbai airport Therefore,
the company has alseady kick-
started work on the second ter
milnalwhichisexpected to start
operatomsin 2029,

The combined capadty of
bath the termimals will be &0
milion supported by two opera
txmal TUTVIYS

When contacted, Air India
dechined to comment.

Last year, the Tata Group
awied airline entered into an

agreement with Bangalons
International Arport todevelop
Bengalum as apremnieraviation
hb for st hern Inds,

After the induction of six
|1'.I1.E'hi'|l.| Anrtwis A 3 50s, which
wereaimed at enhancing inter
national precence Adr [hdialus
been forced to slow down its
planned globalexpansiondoe o
shonageofainrafi

i}nTu.E:.ﬂa}l. the atrlioe said
ttwill suspend flights between
Delhl and Washington from
September 1 duetoatmumcated
avallabilityofthe Boelng 787 -8
aincmftand the continued do
suire of the Pakistani alegpace.
Theairtine is retmfitting 26 of
the 787 -85

The schechule of the refur
hishment programms for 13 of
its IrE;.lry I'I-m":n.g TTT-3ER
aircraft hasboen revised and will
now be com pleted by October
2028, a wear behind the

a1II.'III.ILII'I'.'E'L! iinieline
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CM ofters solar panels
after cut in power bills

HT Correspondent
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Bihar chief minister Nit-
ish Kumar on Tuesday said that
the state government would
support in setting up solar
power plants on the premises of
domestic power consumers, in
addition to giving 125 units of
free power a month from the
energy bill of July.

Speaking at a public interac-
tion with power consumers
through  videoconference,
Kumar said that the Bihar gov-
ernment will fully bear the cost
of installing solar power plants
for extremely poor families
under the ongoing Kutir Jyoti
scheme.

For the remaining consum-
ers, the state government will
provide financial
assistance to set up
solar power plants.

Over the next
three years, Bihar is
expected to gener-
ate up to 10,000
MW of solar
ENergy.

Earlier, power
consumers thanked
the chief minister
for offering 125 units of free
power a month to domestic
POWET CONSUMETS.

Komal Kumari from Supaul,
Leela Kumari from Biharsharif

ELECTION "25

BIHAR

Patna.

in Nalanda district, Gudiya Kha-
toon from Muzaf-
farpur and Noor

“ Jahan Khatoon

from Gaya Ji, who
were among those
to air their views,
said the money
saved on their
energy bills would
be spent on the
education and
health of their chil-
dren, besides utilising them on
essential household expenses.
Gudiya Khatoon and Noor
Jahan claimed their energy bills,
along with many others in her

',.

Canal Bank Saur Urja Pariyojana at Bikram on the outskirts of

HT FILE

village, had come down to zero
last month, while Komal
claimed the money saved on
electricity would be deposited in
her daughter’'s bank account.

The CM lauded the energy
department’s turn around from
a power-starved state to now
giving 125 units of free electric-
ity to its L.86 crore domestic
CONSUMmErs.

He said the state’s power sup-
ply had gone up from 700 MW
in 2005 to 8,752 MW. Similarly,
the annual per capita power
consumption, which was 75
units in the year 2005, had now
increased five times to 363 units

at present.

The state’s aggregate trans-
mission and commercial
(AT&C) loss had also signifi-
cantly declined from 59.24% in
2005 to 15.50% in 2024-25, as
per the official data.

At present, the average power
supply has increased to 22 to 24
hours in urban areas and in
rural areas, the supply has
increased considerably to 18 to
20 hours a day.

The government has already
achieved the target of electrify-
ing every household in the state
in October 2018 under the “Har
Ghar Bijli" scheme.

The number of consumers
has increased to 2.12 crore from
17.3 lakh in 2005. Of this, around
75 lakh smart prepaid meters, of
which 60 lakh are domestic con-
sumers, have been installed
across the state so far.

Earlier, energy minister
Bijendra Prasad Yadav said that
in order to promote solar
energy, the state government
had decided to install 1.1 KW
capacity rooftop solar panels.
The government would give a
cent per cent subsidy to 58.89
lakh Kutir Jyoti power consum-
ers (BPL) for installing rooftop
solar plants.

No fixed charge and other
charges would be levied on
those consuming up to 125 units
of electricity, he added.
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‘Prioritise local taxi drivers at airport”: K'taka transport group to BIAL

BENGALURU, DHNS: The Fed-
eration of Karnataka State Pri-
vate Transport Associations
has urged Bangalore Interna-
tional Airport Limited (BIAL)
to hire more local drivers and
prioritise local taxi operators
in parking space allotment.

In a letter to BIAL on Tues-
day, the federation noted

that out-of-state companies
that had received taxi service
contracts at the airport were
engaging drivers from out-
side Karnataka, resulting in
displacement and loss of em-
ployment for Karnataka’sown
taxidrivers and owners.
Further, priority parking
and duty allocations are be-

ing extended to multinational
companies, large corporate
operators, and out-of-state
firms, while local taxi oper-
ators “face restrictions and
discrimination” in parking
allocation, it stated.

The federation urged BIAL
to give preference to local
drivers in recruitment, espe-

cially those already operating
at the airport, prioritise them
in parking slot allotment, and
allocate trips/duties in a “fair,
transparent, and non-discrim-
inatory” manner. It also asked
for proper verification of all
drivers and for restrictions on
driverswithoutvalidresidence
and work permits.
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Z1cr weed seized at Kovai airport

ir customs and air intelligence unit at Coimbatore airport seized

6.713kg of hydroponic weed valued at ¥7crore from two
passengers who arrived from Singapore on Monday night. Officials
intercepted Fahad Mon Mujeeb and Suhail Vazhamattathil Ubaidulla,
both from Kottayam in Kerala, following a tip-off and seized the
contraband. A case was registered and both were arrested and
remanded in judicial custody. Meanwhile, officials seized 14 drones
valued at T18.67lakh from two other passengers, Tamilarasi and
Pandi Durai Subbaiah from Pudukottai, who arrived on the same
flight. A case was registered against them.
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Will be ready for services
to China: IndiGo’s CEO

AWAITING GREEN LIGHT. The airline is awaiting a deal between the two governments

I
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhl

Adrline major IndiGo is ready
to mount flights to China as
and when a bilateral arrange-
ment is reached between In-
dia and the East Asian giant,
the airline’s Chief Executive
Officer Pieter Elbers said on
Wednesday.

The two countries have
agreedin principle to resume
direct air services but the ar-
rangement has not been
finalised.

“We were  operating
flights to China before Cowvid
and if the government
reaches an agreement, we
would be ready to restarr,”
he said.

The airline was operating
daily flight services between
New Delhi to Chengdu and
Kolkata to Guangzhou.

There has been no direct
air connectiviry berween In-
dia and China since early

SET TO TAKE OFF. IndiGo Chief Executive Officer Pieter
Elbers speaking at an event

2020 following the ourbreak
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

MILITARY CLASHES

The situation deteriorated
after military clashes emp
ted between the two nei
bours in Galwan Valley of
Ladakh region.

Prior to to the pandemic,
airlines from both sides op-
erated flights to many des-
tinations, such as Shanghai,
Guﬂ.nphnu New  Delhi,
Mumbaiand Kolkata,

Flight services have re-
sumed berween India and
Hong Kong sans mainland
China. The Indian govern-
ment had sought feedback
from airlines on their past
experience of operating in
thFif'ta before resI:Emmggnny
direct flights between the
countries, multiple industry
sources said.

businees{inewas the firsrto
report on April 8 that delega-
tion-level talks were held
between India and China on

“ways and means” to restart
direct air services.

Sources said a key agenda
item in the talks berween the
countries is the issue of air-
fare regulations imposed by
China on Indian airlines.

AIRFARE DEMAND
India has pushed for greater
freedom for its carriers to
determine their own air-
fares, based on demand.
The talks, induostry
sources said, also touched on
the expected entry of
Chinese low-cost carriers
into the Indian market,
which is viewed as a massive
opportunity to boost tour-
ism in both countries.
According 1o sources,
both sides hope to revive
tourism and business travel
by easing restrictions and in-
creasing  direct flights
between the two countries.
The Indian embassy in
Beijing has resumed issuing
tourist visas to Chinese cit-
izens after a gap of five vears.
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Spicejet in deal
tolease more
Boeing aircraft
T

Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

Budget carrier Spicefet has
finalised a lease agreement
for another five Boeing 737
aircraft, ahead of the upcom-
ing winter schedule.
Accordingly, the new
agreement nﬂomﬂptcﬂet 5
announcement last month of
inducting five Boeing 737s
on damp lease from another
operator, taking the total
number of new fleet addi-
tions to 10. The airline said
most of these aircraft will
join the fleet in October,
with a few scheduled to ar-
rive a couple of weeks earlier.

PEAK DEMAND

According to Spiceler, these
additions will cater to the
peak winter season and ex-
tend into the early summer
season of 2026, remaining
with the airline unril May
2026.

These aircraft, Spicelet
said, will be inducted under
damp lease arrangements.

Besides, the airline is in
“advanced discussions” to
lease more aircraft ahead of
the winter 2025 schedule.
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Visa, travel hurdles holding
back tourism: IndiGo chief

DEERAK PFATEL

Hisw Dahi, 13 Auiect

Erdi shaulel reform its visa procéss and
make travel ensier for foreign vigitors o
bomt inbound tourism, a8 8 cwrrently
artracts only a “handful™ of overseas
travilbere compared with nefghbourslike
Thailanid, IndiGo CEQ Pigter Elbers il
o Wedne=clay

“Wie have 4.4 UNESCO heritage sitesin
EnacfEs Thaikansd e egght. Wi have mouin-
taing, the seas, the hackwalers, We hove
culiire, festivale, i, [bod, everything.
And yet_ it India)attracts a handful ol for-
eigners. 5o, | would ey that the oppostuin-
ity & oul there” he sid al & ourism
oonciave onganised by Fedemtion OF
Astocimions in Indian Tourksm & Hospi-
taliry (FATTHY.

India weloomed about 995 milllon foe-
eign touristsin 2024, up lom9.52 million
in 2023 but seill below the 10093 million
reconded in 2049, Thailand, by contrast,
alracted aroind 35,55 million visitors ksl
ey, & 6 3 petcend risge ror 2033,

When asked what could be done 1o
ot inbeund tourisom in ndis, Elbers
mplied, “The oppartunily of inbound
Dotarigom is enormmos. Bul your el bo get
certain things in plaos. 1 heand the dis-
cission hete about trade conferences.
Trade conlerences come il other sl is
propedly inorder. Oiherwise, il is throwing
pood money after ool very elfective
elerremls ~

"Cilizens [raim aboul 70 counlries in
the world can travel 1o China without a
wisa People omaboul 90couniriesinthe
winrdd can tmved 1o Thailand without a
visa People from three countrhes —
Hhiutan, Mepal and the Maldives — in the
world can travel o Lidia without a visa
Thesearestaligics in themselves. S0, ane,

InatiGo CED Pieter Elbers sl este ol
travel is anather sse that hos to be
resolved] 1o increase inbouwmd tourism

I would sy, & the visa strciore” he
arlded.

He mentioned that even though the
visa processaig fee in Indisds low, even the
cheapest visa has §i0 fees.

It is not the: Bswe ol maney bat the
incoovenience. You need bo 2o 1o the St
e i o] Thes plictuimes, then Yo mesd to
it the payesent, and then payment does-
w'iwark. That s ol & very smooth procesis,
oy thee least ™ Elbers noted.

o e reigners coming Loa hotel -
- how many copies of the passport they
o] Lo make? They have the vies alresdy
Wy da you need 1o take tenoopiss al their
passports? They havetheirviss ™ he stated

Enclalo CED sxid the second e that
s o be ressalved 1o boost inbound tour-
i s (b e ol traved and ease of going
afiand” io the countog.

1 I5ve here so 1 know my way aroubsd.
Buit, every now and then, | see aomie chie-
Je=ss [oresg ner starding oo L e street cormer
soureEwhene, Wi needs logosormewhens,”
heexplained.

He saiel thest the thind ssaie ix the “pro-
motion and the activities around 17



R e b 'mrmﬂza_ulﬁm

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIE JAGRAN DELHT 14 AUGUST 2025

IO & ATeTd el |
eI eI o TR TR
sfean 1 < dara

T Kol U amies TEEm
gEfEemeg (S 3w
i # 9 IE § 9w |
% THE FHEEE ¥ IeEE
oA § U gfem @ ST
miafemw-ﬂ—mﬂ
AR UMW WA W
TAEE w HRs e
faem ®1 wEEE W #
ardt TAR fiEa ¥ de ug
g Frters B % Wy S
¥ FaEtE TESE 0 2
e A 1 e &
e § WA fE uaw 3w
fafes & FaEcE Taas W
AT Ud W T W v
¥ AW 0 T HoEa S
o oTd | St 4 5™
e d gt s W oS |
Siferw =t e w39 1s
i 17 = = rEs-wA e
W T 2E IE § 9w
T F 10 g9 F wigwm
=TE HE W I A W
T T |



AIRPUH ISAUT HGRITY OF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RS DAINIK JAGRAN DELHI 14 AUGUST 2025

SIS = AT <t | 31 S
aﬁmqms%maﬂﬁﬂﬁmﬁr

T 1%::@ ig: ANE FEEE
TeaEeE () A e
# 4 330 4 T 9 # 3
YU % SeeiEd Ee o TR
F TAEAT FE H OE | Eed e
oue F F=fte A gaE e s
néaﬂmmﬂhévmm%mu
FH F A v of )
i 3 11 WEE F e
O #al FE U dE e H
mﬁmﬁfﬁ:aﬁ‘mm
fermm wieaEl & sﬂm—ﬂngn
TR A0 TR =i | ST
350 O R i W A o
Fifew =R T o 39 16 #{ 7
T3 F dege-siea gl 9 Haea
24l I=H d 9e TE % 10 °9e
F1 fferran =981 4 1 Ieeia
FA W FEE Hmoar e
formos 3 vATEREa &5 9rE O o

b U3 sz @l Ry o aeE
3 ¥ Adhdl 94 @ TR

b TS A WET, U3 siea
feversii a1l eve re vl 2

0, ST i & e S
THH O €15 W OUER iAW E
yaF 3w % o= o e

&7 9 84 1 5l EalE
IRAT & FAW 9| T8 Tl TR
fome % ) T gl gan fem
a1l UaR $FE fel | o9l R
U Tl

tifgd &
E‘I‘E# & el
DI G Tof Bl

HEHREIG, TR : =fedaEns T
e fmm gdew § ww =
o aEn ¥ fEemws s Wiy
e 4 30 oS = 2 AR
A 705 g oeE dzga @ aT
e a0 3N
‘7 IERE 74 § F wE-aE
4 foell AAFH W Fea-Taea
G e ol e e e ) 1
T A9 T o W e A
1 FHATE F A T o T
AT YT WEl o e A
&1 B9 wuiE o ghem @ E §
ik e Ses g o w1
& w3 wfEn 9 oe & o
aFd WER, Ifem e sl F
ufty ama =999 By



WTTaTa W—ﬂlﬁeﬁm
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE: BEQNOMI1E TIMES DELHT 14 AUGUST 2025

---------

.......

-------

--------

.......
;;;;;;



AIRF‘UH?EAUIHC‘P#I ¥ I'JF iNL‘Hﬂ-.

Corporate Communications Directoratel

THE ECONOMIC TIMES

DELHT

14 AUEIIST Zlzh

Al CEO Gets DGCA Warning Over
Duty Violations by Crew in May

Regulator finds
airline’sreply to
show-cause notice
‘unsatisfactory’

Press Trustof india

Mumbai: Civil aviation regula-
tor DGCA has warned Alr Indi-
a's Accountable Manager and
CEQ, Campbell Wilson, after
finding the airline's response
“unsatisfactory” to a show-cau-
se notice over fight duty time
violations by crew on two long-
haul flights operated in May; so-
urees said on Wednesday
Wilson, who is also the Mana-
ging Director of the Tata Gro-
up-owned carrier, serves as the
airling's Accountable Manager
“Adr India is in receipt of the
DGCA letter regarding roste-
ring issues on two long-haul
flights reported in mid-Max
These arose from a different in-
terpretation of a permission
granted to mitigate the impact
of a border-related airspace clo-
sure. The issue was corrected
immediately onee the correct
interpretation was conveyed.
Adr India remains fully compli-
ant with the rules,” an airline

Airindia CEO Campbell Wilson
spokesperson told PTT.

In its order dated August 10, the
Directorate General of Civil Av-

iation stated: “The Accountable
Managerof M/s AirIndia Lid. is
hereby warned and advised to
exercize utmost diligence and re-
sponsibility in ensuring strict
complianee with the applicable
Civil Aviation requirements.”

The DGCA had, in June, issu-
ed ashow-caunse notice to AirIn-
dia for breaching crew “flight
duty time limitations” on two
Bengaluru-London flights on
May 16 and 17. Both flights exce-
eded the 10-hour duty cap presc.
ribed under DGCA rules.

The regulator said the airline's
accountable manager failed to
ensure compliance and gave Air
India seven davs to explain why

action should not be taken.

“The reply submitted by M/s
Air India... has been duly ex-
amined and found to be unsatis-
factory inaddressing the regula-
tory lapses and deficiencies no-
ted,” the DGCA said in its order.

Over the past vear, DGCA au-
dits havefound 93 safety-related
issues involving Air India (in-
cluding now-merged Vistara)
and Air India Express. These
included 19 Level-l violations-
—eritical safety risks requiring
immediate corrective action.

Owerall, DGCA  inspections
across eight domestic carriers
over the past vear have uncove-
red 263 lapses, including serious
breaches warranting urgent ac-
tion, during 23 separate audits,
the regulator said last month.
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Aviation dept readies policy

norms to woo investors

Our Staff Reporter
BHOML

Aviation department has
completed work on prepar-
ing guidelines for its new
aviation policy. The guide-
lines are expected to be is-
sued within a day or two
and will serve asa roadmap
for investors interested in
aviation sector projects in
Madhya Pradesh.

Officials said guidelines
will outline how investors
can avail benefits under the
policy, including land alloca-
tion and other suppaort from
the state government. “The
guidelines will make things
clear to investors. By study-
ing them, they can plan
their projects accordingly,”
said an officer of the Avi-
ation Department. He said
that copies of the guidelines
will spon be sent o all po-
tential investors to assist in
project planning, The policy
was first introduced during
the Global Investors Summit
(GIS), following which sev-

Ready to take-off

@ Guideline ready: To
be released within
acouple of days

® [nvestor support:
Details onland and
facilities included

® Policy origin: First
announced during
Global Investors
Sumrmit

@ Big investment:
INAVIA to invest
Rs 2000 crore in
Bhopal MRO

eral aviation companies
showed interest in expan-
ding in the state. One major
proposal came from Ger-
many-based INAVIA Avi-
ation, which plans to invest
Rs 2,000 crore o set up a
Maintenance, Repair and
Operations (MRO) facility
near Raja Bhoj Airport in
Bhopal. The MRO unit will
include component manu-
facturing, CND checks and
engine repair services.
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DGCA WARNS Al
OVER FLIGHT TIME
VIOLATIONS IN 2
SEPARATE FLIGHTS

Neha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has issued a warning to Air India
after finding that two of its Ban-
galore-London flights in May
exceeded the permissible
10-hour flight time limit for
which the airline did not have a
satisfactory reason.

According to Air India, the
rostering issue on the two flights
arose “due to a different inter-
pretation of a permission that
was granted to mitigate the bor-
der related airspace closure”.

“This was corrected immedi-
ately after the right interpreta-
tion was conveyed to us. Air
India remains fully compliant
with the rules,” an airline
spokesperson said on Wednes-
day.

DGCA'S letter, dated August
11, said that the airline had, on
June 20, been sent a show cause
notice asking it to explain the
reasons for violating norms.

The violations were detected
during a spot check, with flights
All33 on May 16 and 17 operating
beyond the stipulated duration,
as mentioned within the Civil
Aviation Requirement (CAR).

“The regulator also noted that
the airline’s Accountable Man-
ager failed to ensure compliance
with the rules outlined in the
CAR," read the letter issued by
the DGCA.
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India, China likely to
resume direct flights

Rezaul H Laskar and
Neha LM Tripathi

|Eteramhind st antimes. com

MNEW DELHIE: Indlla and China are
in advanced negotiations on
resuming direct flights and trade
through selected border posts as
part of efforts to normalise their
relations after the end of the
four-year military standoff on
the Line of Actual Control {LAC),
people familiar with the matter
sald on Tuesday.

There has also been “forward
movement” on restrictions
imposed by China on fertiliser
exports to India, the people said
on condithon of ananymity. The
latest indications of the thaw in
hilateral relations come ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
expected visit to China to attend
the Shanghal Cooperation Orga-
nisation (SCO) Summit on
August 3L

The resumption of direct
flights and border trade - both
suspended since 2020 - figured
in several meetings held since
Modi and President Xi Jinping
meet in the Russian city of Kazan
an October 23, 2024, two days
after an understanding to end
the faceoff on the LAC, and
decided to revive several mecha-
nisms to normalise relations and
address the border dispure.

External affairs minister 5
Jaishankar raised China's
restrictions on fertiliser exports
when he met his Chinese coun-
terpart Wang Yi in Bedjing last
month, the people said. At the
time, Jaishankar said the two
sides should build on “good
progress” in normalising tes by
avoiding “restrictive trade meas-
ures” and addressing Issues
related to the border.

The modalities for resuming
direct flights, including the final-
{sation of an updated air services
agreement, are vet to be com-
pleted, though Indlan carriers
have been asked by authorities
1o begin preparing to fiy to China
as early as next month, the peo-
ple said. One option being con-
sidered Is the resumption of
flights without updating the air
services agreement. they said.

Autharities have asked IndiGo
to start preparing for flights,
hinting at the resumption of alr

PM Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping

connectivity with China, at least
two officials with knowledge of
the development sald. “In an
internal communication, the
ministry of civil aviation asked
IndiGo to start making arrange-
ments for resuming India-China
flights,” one of the officials said.

Hovwever, the people acknowl-
edped that lack of adequate air-
craft [s a factor that is being con-
sidered by Indian authorities.

Non-stop flights to China
stopped during the Covid-19 pan-
demic and this continued after
border skirmishes between
Indian and Chinese troops in
April-May 2020 rook bilateral
ties to a six-decade low. Both
sides arrayed close to 50,000
troops each in Ladakh sector of
the LAC before the understand-
Ing last October on disengage-
ment of forces at the two
remaining “friction points™ of
Demchok and Depsang.

Before this, Afr India, IndiGo,
Alr China, China Southern and
China Eastern operated direct
flights. IndiGo and Adr India
didn't comment on the develop-
ment, and the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
didn’t respond to a request for
comment.

The resumption of border
trade through the designated
points of Lipulekh pass in Urtar-
akhand, Shipki La in Himachal
Pradesh and Nathu La in Sikkim
figured in recent meetings
berween the two sides, the peo-
ple said. Trade through these
routes was stopped in 2020.
Minister of state for external
affairs Kird Vardhan Singh told
Rajya Sabha ina writien reply o
8 question last week that India
has "engaged with the Chinese
slde o facilitate the resumption
of border trade through all these

trade routes”.

O the isspe of China's restric-
tlon on fertiliser exports, the
people said there had been “for-
ward movernent” since the mat-
ter was raised by Jaishankar
with his Chinese counterpart in
mid-July. Bloomberg reported,
citing people familiar with the
matter, that India, the world's
top Importer of fertilisers, could
take as much as 300,000 tons of
urea.

Almost half of China's fertil-
iser exports In 2023 headed to
India, but it halted sales to all
countries last year. Beljing
relaxed the ban in June but kept
its restrictions on India until
now. India's imports of urea
from China fell to about 100,000
tonnes in 2024-25, compared to
LA7 million tonnes a year ago,
according o the Fertiliser Asso-
clation of India. Last month,
India finalised long-term agree-
ments with Saudi Arabia for 3.1
million metric tonnes of DAP
fertiliser per annum for five
years to cope with the restric-
tions imposed by China. Di-am-
monium phosphate or DAP is
the second most widely used
crop nutrient in India.

There was no official word
from the Indian and Chinese side
on these developments, which
coinclded with substantial strain
in India’s relations with the US
after President Donald Trump
imposed a reciprocal tariff of
25% on Indian goods and a puni-
tive tariff of 25% for purchases of
Russian crude.

The Indian side has
cautiously in normalising rela-
tions with China, with the two
sides agreeing in April to resume
the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra to
the Tibet region for the first dme
since 2020, and India resuming
tourist visas for Chinese nation-
als in July after a five-year gap.

Efforts to normalise relations,
however, hit a bump over
China’s support to Pakistan dur-
Ing four days of hostilities with
India In May after New Delhi
launched Operation Sindoor to
target terrorist infrastructure
across the border in retaliation
for the Pahalgam terror attack
that killed 26 clvilians In April,

{With fnpaers from Neeraf Chanhan)
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DGCA issues notice to IndiGo
over improper pilot training

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s aviation reg-
ulator has issued a show-cause
notice to IndiGo for using “non-
qualified simulators” to train
pilots operating to three chal-
lenging airports, citing scrutiny
of records and email replies
from the airline.

The Directorate General of

Civil Aviation notice, issued on
Monday and seen by HT, found
that “Category C (Critical) air-
field training for flight crew” was
conducted using simulators not
approved for specific airports as
required under Civil Aviation
Rules.

It found that about 1,700
IndiGo pilots received training
on simulators that lacked the

required approval to prepare
them for flights to Leh, Kozhik-
ode and Kathmandu. These
three destinations are classified
as “critical” airports, meaning
they present special flying chal-
lenges that require specific, cer-
tified training equipment.

The review showed several
Full Flight Simulators used for
training, testing or checking
used by the airline were not
qualified or approved for those
specific destinations. Issues were
recorded across 20 simulators
nationwide — two each in Delhi,
Chennai and Hyderabad, five
each in Greater Noida and Guru-
gram, and four in Bengaluru. All
were found unqualified to oper-
ate training for the three air-
ports.

“As an approved post holder

THE REVIEW
SHOWED SEVERAL
FULL FLIGHT
SIMULATORS USED
BY THE AIRLINE
WERENOT
QUALIFIED OR
APPROVED FOR
THOSE SPECIFIC
DESTINATIONS

(director - training) of M/s
IndiGo, you were responsible for
ensuring compliance with all
applicable Civil Aviation
Requirements. However, it has
been observed that you have
failed to ensure the use of appro-
priately qualified simulators for

training related to Class III (criti-
cal) airports, in violation of the
above-mentioned CAR provi-
sions,” DGCA said in the notice.

The regulator has given
IndiGo 14 days to respond, warn-
ing: “Therefore, you are hereby
called upon to show cause
within 14 days of receipt of this
notice as to why action should
not be taken against you for the
said lapse under the applicable
provisions of the Aircraft Rules
and CAR.”

DGCA said it would presume
the airline had nothing to submit
in defence should it fail to
respond within the deadline. “Ex
parte action shall be initiated
against you as per rules,” the
notice added.

The airline confirmed the
notice.
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Spicejet inks deal
for 5 Boeing 737s

omestic carrier Spicelet on Wednesday
D said it has finalized a damp-lease

agreement for five Boeing 737s planes
ahead of the winter schedule.

The aidine currently has 13 Boeing 737s and
six regional jets in operation, out of a total of 53
aircraft in its Aeet, sccording (o aircraft Aeet
tracking website Planespotter com. The
remaining 34 remain on the ground.

O 25 July, the aidine also made a similar
announcement for five leased airerafi.

“Spicetet has finalized a lease agreement for
another five Boeing 757 aircraft, forther
strengthening ils leet abead of the upeoming
winter schedule,” the airline saidina
statement. While most of these aircralt are
scheduled tojoin the Aeet in October, a few are
expecied lo amive a couple of weeks earfier, the
airline said. In a damp-lease ammangement,, the
operational crew is shared between the
operatorand the airdine. PTI
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Abr In|:||a recewedashm -cause notice in refation to
fiight duty time violations on two flights in May.  ar

DGCA warns Air
India on compliance

{IGCA) has warned Adr India’s

socountable manager and chief executive
officer (CEC) Camphsell Wilson after findings the
airline’s response s “unsatisfactory” toashow
cause notioe issued inrelation to Bighit dwty time
vicdations by the crow of two long- hal flights
that were operated in May, sourcessiid on
Wetdnesday, Camphwell, who is also managsing
director of the Tata group-owned airine. is alss
its accountable manager.

“Air Indizis in receipl of the DGCA letter with
regand to rostering issueson two long- haul
{lights reported inmid-May that arose due to s
different interpretation of a permission that was
granted to mitizate the border related airspace
closure. This was corrected immedabely after
the right interpretation was conveyed foos. Air
India remnains fully compliant with the rules,” an
airtine spokesperson told P71

The DGCA in June issued a show-cawse
notice to the airline for breaching the = light
duty time limdtaticn ™ of the crow during two
longz-haul Righis between Bengmbom amnd
Londonon 16 and 17 May. PTI

T e Directorate Greneral of Civil Aviation
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SpiceJet plans to induct

five more Boeing 737s

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL & hew Dasiiin

PRIVATE carrior SpleeJet on
Wesdnesday said it has finalised
a lease agresment for anot her
five Boelng 737 alrcradt which
will help them to strengthen
their Beet shead of the upeom-
ing winter schedule, While
most of these aircraft will
Joln the Oeet in Dctober

426, o few are sched

uled to arrive a couple

of weeks enrlier

As per Spleeldet
these additions will ca-
fer to the peak winter
season and extend into the
early summer season of 2026,
remaining with the alrllne un
il May 2026 The aircraft will
be nducted under damp lease
AN e maent 8,

This Lstest agreement follows
Spicedetl’s announcement 1ast
monthofl inducting Nsve Bosing
TiTs an damp lease fram anoth

e aperator, tAKIng the total
number of new Oeet addl tions
o 10, The aidine said that it ls
also inadvanced discusions (o
lease more aircraft ahead of
the winter 2026 schedule,
Spleadet's effert to increase
its fleet s ke comes & 1t contin-
s b see Endl in It share [0 the
Inatian ciwil aviation marked
The alline’s came down
to Junst 1.5% InJume 2026
from 24% in May J025,
showed datn shamed by
the DGCA. Debajo Ma
harshi, Chiel Business
Oificer Spicedet, smid
“Sploelet is fully peared to
meet the surges in travel demand
far the upeoming winter nnd
early summer seasons. With the
induction of these additional
Boeing 7374, we are ensuring
that our passenpgers have more
cholces, greater connectivity,
and o rellable, onetime trave]
experiencs.”
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DGCA issues showcause notice to IndiGo
over simulator training lapses for 1,700 pilots

PIOMEER NMEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

In a serious development
raising concerns about avi-
ation safety, India’s civil avi-
ation regulator, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), has issued
4 show cause notice to
IndiGo for alleged lapses in
simulator training involving
nearly 1,700 pilots, sources
said on Tuesday.

The move follows a
detailed scrutiny of train-
ing recards and responses
submitted by the airline last
month. The DGCA reported-
ly found that a sigmificant
number of IndiGo pilots -
including both Commanders
and First Officers - under-
went Category C or critical
airfield training on simula-
tors that were not gualified

According to sources
familiar with the matter, the
simulators used by IndiGo
were not cleared for training
related to challenging air-
ports such as Calicut, Leh,

and Kathmandu - all of
which are designated as crit-
ical due to difficult terrain
and operational hazards. For
example, Calicut airport is
classified as a table-top

al pilot proficency due to
limited overrun areas and
complex approach paths.
*Ssimulator training for
Category C airports is a
safety-critical element, and
any deviation from pre-
scribed norms can potential-
ly compromise operational
safety,” said an aviation
safety expert, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

In response, IndiGo con-
firmed receipt of the
notice, stating that it is
currently assessing the
DGCA's observations.

“We confirm receipt of a
show-cause notice issued
by the DGCA pertaining (o
simulator training of some of
our pilots.

We are in the process of
reviewing the same and will
respond to the regulator
within the stipulated time-
line," an IndiGo spokesper-
son said.

This development could
potentially trigger wider
scrutiny of training protocols
across Indian airlines, espe-
cially as pilot competency
and training infrastructure
come under increasing
attention post-COVID, during
the sector's recovery and
rapid expansion.
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Flight diverted: MPs allege ‘Breach of Privilege’

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Five MPs, including KC
Venugopal of the Congress,
wrote to Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla on Tuesday over
the incident of a
Thiruvananthapuram-Delhi
flight they were travelling in
being diverted to Chennai
and demanded action on
alleged "breach of privilege”
by Air India.

Venugopal and party col-
leagues K Suresh, Adoor
Prakash and Robert Bruce,
along with CPI(M)'s K
Radhakrishnan also wrote
to Civil Aviation Minister
Rammohan Naidu and
demanded an immediate
investigation into the
incident.

In their letter to Birla, the
five MPs said they wanted to
bring to his attention the
matter inveolving a “grave
breach of privilege™ by Air
India, arising from events
on  Flight Al 2455
(Thiruvananthapuram to
Delhi) on August 10.

“On the said date, we were
travelling along with hun-
dreds of other passengers.
The fight, scheduled for 7:15
PM, eventually departed
around 8:30 PM citing the late
arrival of the incoming air-
craft. From the outset, the
journey was marked by
prolonged turbulence.
Passengers were instructed
to remain strapped in, and
even basic inflight services

such as dinner were with-
held,” the MPs said.

Midway through the flight,
the pilot announced a criti-
cal technical fault — failure of
the weather radar — and
declared that the aircraft
would be diverted to
Chennai, they said.

“This raised immediate
concern since other airports
such as Bengaluru and
Coimbatore were closer to
our location at the time. The
decision to proceed to a
farther airport, while alleged-
Iy ‘fying blind’ remains unex-
plained,” the MPs wrote.

Upon reaching Chennal
airspace, the aircraft did not
land but continued to circle
for more than an hour and
the reason for this prolonged
holding pattern was not clar-
ified, they said.

“Eventually, during the first
landing attempt, the aircraft
had to execute a sudden go-
around manoeuvre from a
dangerously low altitude,
reportedly due to ‘some-
thing', possibly another air-
craft on the runway, as per
the pilot’s announcement.

Only on the second
attempt did we land safely.
We were finally boarded and
flown to Delhi on another air-
craft past midnight,” the MPs
said in their letter.

“Immediately after the
incident, we placed the
matter in the public domain
through our social media
accounts, highlighting the
serious safety and procedur-

VENUGOPAL AND
PARTY COLLEAGUES
K SURESH, ADOOR
PRAKASH AND
ROBERT BRUCE,
ALONG WITH K
RADHAKRISHNAN
WROTE TO CIVIL
AVIATION MINISTER
RAMMOHAN NAIDU

al lapses witnessed first-
hand. Instead of addressing
these legitimate concemns, Alr
India has issued public state-
ments portraying our
account as false and mislead-
ing, thereby attempting to
discredit elected Members of
Parliament who were fulfill-
ing their responsibility of
raising issues of public
safety,” they said.

“This attempt to question
our credibility and publicly
misrepresent our staterments
amounts to a direct breach of
privilege, as it seeks to intim-
idate and deter Members
from discharging their consti-
tutional duty to raise matters
affecting citizens’ safety and
welfare,” they said.

In the wake of the recent
tragic air accident in
Ahmedabad and several
reported mid-air technical
glitches across the country,
flight safety is a matter of
deep publlic concern,
Venugopal and the four other
MPs said, adding that rather
than showing transparency

and accountability, Air India
has resorted to denial.

“We, therefore, request
that this matter be taken up
as a breach of privilege
against Air India, and neces-
sary action be initiated to
safeguard the rights of
Members of Parliament and
to ensure that public safety
concerns are addressed with
seriousness and transparen-
cy,” their letter to Birla said.

In their letter to the civil
aviation minister, the MPs
said that a time when the
nation is still reeling from the
recent tragic alr accident in
Ahmedabad and multiple
reported mid-air technical
incidents in recent months,
such opacity from Air India s
unacceptable.

“We therefore urge your
ministry to order a compre-
hensive and time-bound
investigation into this inci-
dent, covering both technical
and procedural aspects, and
to ensure that the findings
are made public in full,” they
said. "We also request that
clear accountability be fixed,
operational protocols for
emergency diversions and
runway safety be strength-
ened, and passengers be
given truthful and timely
communication in such situ-
atlons," the MPs said.

Tagging both the letters,
Venugopal said, “The har-
rowing experience we faced
on our flight from
Trivandrum to Delhi (A12455)
should serve as yet another

wake up call for Air India,
DGCA and the Civil Aviation
Ministry to address the
glaring lapses that result in
such grave incidents.”

“Alr India's response to
our concern was to label
them as false - which is an
attempt at discrediting MPs
who are raising genuine con-
cerns regarding safety of air
travel. Along with MPs
Kodikkunil Suresh, Adoor
Prakash, Robert Bruce and K.
Radhakrishnan, have written
to the Hon'ble Speaker
regarding this Breach of
Privilege on part of Air India,”
he said.

“We have also written to
[@MoCA_Gol demanding an
immediate investigation into
the incident,” he said.

Air India on Monday had
sald the crew of the
Thiruvananthapuram-Delhi
flight that was diverted to
Chennal on Sunday followed
the protocols and the first
landing attempt had to be
aborted due to suspected
foreign debris presence on
the runway amid safety con-
cerns raised by some
Parliamentarians who were
on board the aircraft.

Aviation watchdog DGCA
said the fight was diverted to
Chennai due to suspected
malfunctioning of the
weather radar of the air-
craft, which landed safely,
amid some Parliamentarians
who were on board the
plane flagging safety
CONCerns.



AIRPL}H 'SAUT HOR!T‘:’ OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FASHTRIYA SAHARA DELHIT 14 AUGUST 2025
* +* R La
U SET- 737 T R ol S Ewie
Hag (W) | ﬁvwwﬁﬁﬁmm-m m%|$|Mﬁy

W] B w7 e eT S S WA Es SRR A WA e e
T W et W 9 737 EOE R A J9eRe et 9 92 W HE § 25 9 S 56 SRR

fom oot =1 3 =g g w1 oo fEuee
T TR W ARER I § T9E AR
) &, “WETET A i i

= fooEl #=1 2m HEn 737 fE % fE

oE1 T w1 AT w
%hm% ﬁHFﬂFTIHT

(A T R WA T 39 e F I, R =9 8 i e s 9
= § A % T AR W R AFe s R A AT 13 A O 96, T 5 & T
T o & HeE o 9eE N SEN-737 3R 9% e o R AuE T sW S IEE Rl



AIRPL}H I'SAUT HOH!TY UF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

LELHI

14 AUGUST 2025

DGCA warns Al on pilot duty violations

Regulator Says Airline Misused Pak Air Space Closure Exemption, Reduced Crew

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has warned Air In-
dia against misusing exemp-
tions given for pilot flight du-
ty rules under special cir-
cumstances. After Pakistan
had closed its airspace to In-
dian carriers on April 24,
2025, theregulator had grant-
ed an exemption from flight
duty time limitation (FDTL)
normssothat AirIndiacould
continue its affected flights
between the West and India.
However under the pre-
text of this exemption allow-
ing it to keep pilots flying
longer, Air India reduced the

Representational photo

wnmmmnnrﬁﬁr—w—

"!.-

oLt " o AY

A livid DGCA pulled up Al or whata seninr official described as ‘oversmartness’

number of cockpitcrew from
the unaffected Bengaluru-
Londonflight —which didn't
enter Pakistan airspace —
from three to two on two
flights. A livid regulator
pulled up Al for what a senior

official described as “over-
smartness”. This FDTL ex-
emption ended June 12, the
day AI171 crashed.
Ninedays after the Ahme-
dabad crash, the DGCA had
issued AI a show-cause for

operating two Bengaluru-
London flights on May 16 and
17 by making pilots fly for
longer than the 10 hours al-
lowed as per the FDTL given
to Al at that point of time.

On Aug 11, the DGCA told
Althat its “response to (that)
show-cause notice has been
duly examined and found to
be unsatisfactory in address-
ing the regulatory lapses and
deficiencies noted”.

It also noted that the air-
line’s “accountable manager
(CEO Campbell Wilson)
failed to ensure compliance
with the rules”. “According-
ly, the accountable manager
of Al is hereby warned and
advised to exercise utmost

diligence and responsibility
in ensuring strict compli-
ance with the applicable civil
aviation requirements
(DGCA rules),” the DGCA
warning letter said.

For its part, an Al spokes-
person said: “Al is in receipt
of the DGCA letter with re-
gard to rostering issues on
two long-haul flights report-
ed in mid-May that arose due
to a different interpretation
of a permission that was
granted to mitigate the bor-
der-related airspace closure.
This was corrected immedi-
ately after the right interpre-
tation was conveyved to us.
Air India remains fully com-
pliant with therules.”
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5 MPs write to Birla to act against
Air India over ‘breach of prwﬂege

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: Five MPs, includ-
ing Congress’s general secre-
tary, organisation, K C Venugo-
pal, on Tuesday wrote to
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
over the incident of the Thiru-
vananthapuram-Delhi flight
they were travelling on being
diverted to Chennai and
demanded action on alleged
"breach of privilege” by Air
India.

Venugopal and his party
colleagues K Suresh, Adoor
Prakash and Robert Bruce,
alongwith CPI(M)'s K Radhak-
rishnan, also wrote to civil
aviation minister Rammohan
Naidu. They have demanded a
time-bound investigation into
the incident and asked that its
findings be made public in full.

In their letter to Birla, the
five MPs said they wanted to
bring to his attention the mat-
ter involving a 'grave breach of
privilege' by Air India, arising
from events on Flight AT 2455
(Thiruvananthapuram to Del-
hijyon Augll.

“Midway through the
flight, the pilot announced a
critical technical fault - fail-
ure of the weather radar -and

The MPs wrote t::- the LS Speaker over the incident of the Thlruvanan—
thapuram-Delhi flight they were travelling on being diverted to Chennai

declared that the aircraft would
be diverted to Chennai,” they
said. “This raised immediate
concern since other airports
suchasBengaluruand Coimba-
tore were closer to our location
at the time. The decision to pro-
ceed to a farther airport, while
allegedly 'flying blind', remains
unexplained,” the MPs wrote,
However, after reaching
Chennai airspace, the aircraft
did not land and continued to be
air-borne for more than an
hour, with the reason for this
prolonged holding pattern not
being clarified, they said.
"Eventually, during the first
landing attempt, the aircraft

had to execute a sudden go-
around manoeuvre from a dan-
gerously low altitude, reported-
ly due to ‘something', possibly
another aircraft on the runway,
as per the pilot's announce-
ment. Only on the second at-
tempt did we land safely We
were finally de-boarded and
flown to Delhi on another air-
craft past midnight,” the MPs
said in the letter. “Immediately
after the incident, we placed the
matter in the publicdomain. In-
stead of addressing these legiti-
mate concerns, Air India has is-
sued publicstatements portray-
ing our account as false and
misleading,” they said.

L3 AUGUST ZERE
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For every seat on
Mum-Solapur flight,
state to pay 33,240

Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The state cabinet on
Tuesday approved the provi-
sion of viability gap funding
(VGF)perseat fora year on the
lines of the UDAN scheme for
the Solapur-Pune-Mumbai air
route,

The Centre launched the
UDAN (Regional Connectivity
Scheme) to make air travel af-
fordable for common people.
This scheme will also be imp-
lemented for Solapur airport.
Until the implementation of
this scheme, funds will be ma-
de available at the rate of Rs
3,240 per seat (100% VGF) fora
vear. This will help reduce the
cost of air travel on the Sola-
pur-Pune-Mumbai route, said
officials.

The VGF per seat will be
provided to Star Alr Company
for the Solapur-Mumbai and
Solapur-Pune routes. A provi-
sion of Rs 17.97 crore will be
made. After the implementa-
tion of the UDAN scheme for
this airport, this fund provi-
ded by the govt will be discon-
tinued, and 20% VGF will be
provided as per the central

govt's UDAN scheme.

Under UDAN, airlines geta
subsidy from the govt to opera-
tethe route, and 50 % of the se-
ats should be sold at a pre-de-
termined price, around Rs
2,500 for an hour-long flight.
The remaining seats can be
sold at any price, depending
on the demand.

The state was one of the
first to implement the UDAN
scheme, but it has not taken
off as expected. Currently,
Mumbai-Nanded, Nashik-Del-
hi, Nanded-Hvd, Kolhapur
-Hyderabad, Kolhapur-Banga-
lore are some of the UDAN ro-
utes.

In areas that previously
had few or no flights for con-
nectivity, the govt is attemp-
ting to inerease regional air
travel, enhance connectivity,
and foster economic growth
with thisstrategy. The scheme
contributed to the growth of
regional airlines and gave a
boost to job creation and tou-
rism.

Since its launch on Oct 21,
2016, UDAN ran flights on abo-
ut 601 itineraries and 71 air-
ports, increasing affordability
and accessihility of air travel.
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DGCA notice to IndiGo
for training 1700 pilots on
unapproved simulators

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)has issued
ashow-cause notice to IndiGo for al-
legedly using unapproved simula-
tors to train about 1700 pilots for
flight operations to challenging air-
fields such as Calicut, Leh and Kath-
mandu. The DGCA scrutinised si-
mulator training records of IndiGo
pilots and found that “Category C
(eritical) airfield training” was con-
ducted using “non-qualified” simu-
lators, said the show-cause notice is-
sued to IndiGo’s director (training)
on Augll. The airline has to respond
to the notice within 14 days, failing
which the DGCA will initiate “ex
parteaction”, the notice said.
Category C airfields are those
that present unusual challenges du-
ring approach to land or departure.
They are located in mountainons re-
gions like Leh, Kathmandu or in the
hilly south Malabar region in case
of Calicut. Due to limitations impo-
sed by the terrain, these airfields of-
ten have short, table-top runways

and specific wind and atmospheric
pressure conditions typical to high
terrain. Pilots operating to such air-
ports undergo specific training for
the unusual challenges and weather
conditions typical to such airports.

The show-cause notice said that
the airline conducted training ses-
sions in violation of certain DGCA
Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR)
provisions. According to the DGCA,
simulator training for critical airfi-
eld operations must be conducted
on devices specifically approved for
those airports. The notice lists 20 si-
mulators at facilities in Chennai,
Delhi, Bangalore, Greater Noida,
Gurugram, and Hyderabad, with re-
marks such as “not qualified for Ca-
licut” or “not qualified for Calicut
and Leh” against each.

IndiGo confirmed the receipt of
the notice. “We are in process of re-
viewing the same and will respond
to regulator within stipulated time-
line. We remain committed to ensu-
ring hizghest standards of safety and
compliance across our operations,”
said an IndiGo spokesperson.,

15 AUGUST 205
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DGCAnotice to IndiGofor lTapses
insimulator trainingto 1,700 pilots

P
=

NEWEKILL ARG UST1Z
The Diectorate Gerweral of Cre-
i Avintion (DCGCA) has slappend
i shiw-caise notice on IndiGo
over dleped iregulanties m
amidlator tramng for nerly
L700 piots, incuding com-
manders and At offoers
soumes savd on Tuesdey,

The regulator's action fal-
lows a detaded serutiny of
traming records and the air-
bne's responses submitted
last monith Investigators
found that Catepory C, or cnt-
ical airfield, traming for the
pilots had been conduded on
amilators not certilied for
operations at high-nsk air-

ports such as Cabicut, Leh
and Kathmandu.

Aurfields like Calicut, which
has a tabletop rensay, man
date additional opemtional
mgquirements  duee o the
heightened safety nsks The
DGCA"s findinps suggest the
simuibators used fadled to mest

the quabfications necessary
for sich speaalsed tminng.

“We confirm receipt of a
shevarcalise notiee issued by
the DGCA pertainm g to simiu-
lator toaining of some of our
palotz. We are in process of
reviewing the same and will
e pond to the regulator with
i the stipulated tmeline, We
remain committed to ensur
ing the highest standards of
safety and complianoe across
our operations.” an IndiGo
spokesperson sad. The amr-
line now faces the prospect of
e pulatory action if ds expla-
nabion fails to satksfy the avia-
tion watchdog, — TNS

MPswritetoSpeaker
over ‘privilege
breach’ byAirIndia

NEW DELITL, APGUS TR
Frve MPs, ineduding KC Venu-
#ojal of the Conpress, wote o
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birka
on Tuesday over a “frighten
ingly close to tmgedy” ince
dient abosd the Thin-anan
thapumme-Delhi flight they
were travelling n on Aupust
10 and the plane being divert-
ed to Chennad after a oritieal
technacol fault and fmlume of it=
weather radar.

Venugopal and party ool
leagues K Suresh, Adoor
Prakash and Robert Bruce,
along with CPM's K Radhabkr-
ishnan demanded action on
alleged “breach of prvilege”
by Adr India, — THS
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