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Amid Expansion Plans,
Focus on Worship Site
Near Kol Airport Runway

AAl clears in-principle
shift as safety, security
concerns mount

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: ATMvesrold mosgue s
at the centre of attention as the new
grwvernment in West Hengal pushes
foruperadation of Kolkataairport.

The muosgue, which is situated met-
res fiom the secondary sy has
beenidentitied as asafety hazard and
an impediment for expansion of the
runway by the Alrports Authority of
Trediza (A AT, secording o doeurmeanis
seen by BT

Paapsples soweres ool thie denvelopiment ss-
id AAl has given in-principle appro-
wal to shift the strocture atter a vevi-
ow found it is crcating hindranc: for

Hlight operations, “A review by the je-
rerdl manager (operations) ol

hal the stroclure s a2 serious con-
eern o saliely and security of Dighls
and iz alzo Impeding the extension of
the ranwas The said struchore is be
ing used by jackals and birds as shel
ter leading to firequent inderruptions
amnd compromising {he safety of
flights," secomiing to the minutes of &
imeeting reviewed by ET.

Thecommarndantaf Contral Indust-
rial Security Force at the airport said
unresiricted access given for pravers
15 also A major Security coneern.

On Saturday, state authorities su
apended prayers. Otficials at the air
part, however, said this was done due
Les engeing constroetion work insides
the airport, Peapleawars ol the deve-
Topumiean s =i AAT will snon engape
with civil engincering companics to
shift the soucture while cnsuring
there isno damage to it
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Udhampur airport terminal financial bid
scheduled around July 22: Dr Jitendra

GH Maws Service
Jarremu, Jul 12

Union Minister of State in
PMO Dr Jitendra Singh on
Sunday revealed that the
financial bid opening vis-a
vistender for construction of
Udhampur airport terminal
was scheduled around July
22, A28 and the work could
be awarded in the second
woek of Angust.

Completion of airport ter.
minal building will pave the
way for the much-awaited
operationalisation of ATR
{aireraft) Nights from the
Barrison town,

ATR aircrafts are
designed to take off and
land on smaller runways,
aimedat connecting smaller,
regional cities,

Dr Jitendrn represents
Udhampur-Kathua-Doda
parhiamentary constituency.

Sharing an update about
Udhnmpur ajrport on his
socinl medin handles, the
Union Minister asserted that
he was constantly follow ing
up on the issue.

“For the tender for con
struction of the airport ter-
minal building, the technical
bid was opened on July 10,
2020, Seven agencies partici
pated, Financial bid opening
is scheduled around July
22, 126, The work could be
nwarded in the 2nd week of
August, We are constantly
following up on the issue,”
Dir Jitendra posted.

Update was a sequel to
earlier Information he had

shared on July 5 about the
progress of the ambitions
project, loating of its ten der
and related aspects,

Prior to that he had given
a detailed account of the
project last month during a
review meeting in Udham.
pur also,

The prooess of land trans-
fer, according to him. had
also commenced with the
ooncurrence of the UT gov-
ornment

According to the Union
Minister. Udhampur airport
proposal is to be implement-
od in two phases,

In the first phase, eivil
flight operations will be ini-
tiated within the existing
premises of the Air Force
Station (AFS) while in the
second phase, A permanent
eivil enclave will be set ap
outside it (AFS premises),

The Airports Authority of
India (AAl) had completed a
site feasibility assessment
and initiated formal pro-
cesses for the development
of a new Aviation Enclave.

Under phase 1 of the proj-
ect involving initiating civil
fight operations within the
existing premises of the Air
Force Station, the IAF allo
cated 2,200 square metres
for developing a terminal
huilding, which will have
the capacity to handle up to
150 passengers and acoom-
modate ATR-72 or Q400 type
aircraft. This arrangement is
intended as an interim mea-
sure to begin operations at
the earljest

Phase 2
of the plan
- proposes thoe
: ¥ establishment

of a permanent

civil enclave

outside the

boundaries of

the Air Foros

Station A

land parcel of

approximately 27.6 acres has

been ident fied by the district

ndministration for this pur-
pose

The proposed enclave
will cater to larger aircraft
such as the Alrbus A% and
will include o new terminal,
apron, taxiway and related
civil aviation infrastructure,

Once realised, the Udham-
pur civil enclave is expected
to improve connectivity for
both residents and tourists
in this part of Jammu and
Kashmir, while also easing
pressure on the Jammu ab
port. Besides, Udhampur aire-
port will nlso hnve strategic
importance from a security
point of view,

The propoesal, whichaims
to connect Udhampur to the
national civil aviation net
work, was initinly triggered
by a reference from Dr Jiten-
dra Singh to the Airports
Authority of India (A AT).

Acting on this, a technd-
cal teum comprising officials
from various directorates
of AAI had visited the Air
Force Station at Udhampur
on March 28 and 29, 2025. The
visit included a joint review
with the Indian Alr Foree,

evaluation of existing infra-
structure, and consu ltations
with the district administrn
tion and defence authorities,

"Udhampur (civil) air-
port will spon become opera-
tional Immediately after the
completion of the tendering
proess, which is presently
underway. First terminal
will be constructed on the
land being provided by the
Indian Alr Foree (1AF), thus
allowing us to operate our
ATR flights. Meanwhile,
we have already spoken to
the J&K povernment - the
Chief Minister for nddition
al lnnd,” the Union Minister
informed after lnst month's
review meeting

“Once we get that addi-
tional chunk of lamnd on the
other side of the road, there
we will construet a perma-
nent terminal, Then we can
consiruct an airport analo.
gous to Jammu (airport),
allowing it to handle higher
traffic volumes and larger
{flight) opemtions. But it
will take some time. As of
now . for immediate use, IAF
is providing us defence land
for the time being, for the
construction of the termi-
nal. The tender for fabrica-
tion work had already been
floated to start ATR flights
from the existing premises
in the next few months, The
construction of the termi.
nal will enable the landing
of small aircrafts here,” Dr
Jitendra had explained.

Last year, during a meet-
ing almed at reviewing the

status of the aviation projects
for J&K, with the Secretary,
Ministry of Clvil Aviation,
Samir Kumar Sinha and
the Chairman of Airports
Authority of India, Vipin
Kumar, the Union Minister
hod emphasised that the
Udhampur airport could
initially begin operations
with ATR 72-seater aircraft
under the Regional Connee-
tivity Scheme (RCS-UDAN).
which would cap ticket fares
at nearly half the prevailing
market rates.

In other words, the air
fare for a Delhi- Udhampur
flight would be cons iderably
and substantially lesser
than a Delhi-Jammu flight,
thus offering a huge incen-
tive to even Jammu bound
passengers to take the Delh §-
Udhampur air route, the offi

cials explined
Officials had explained
that under the ‘Udan’

scheme, asubstantinl pnrt of
the airfare would be subsi-
dised through viability gap
funding. This would not only
ma ke flights more affordable
butalso bring Delhi-Udham-
purfores substantin Uy lowor
than the Delhi-Jammu route,

During that meeting it
was revealed that the Air
ports Anthority of India had
agreed to take up the required
development, including navi-
gational and basic focilities,
without requiring additional
land for initial operations,
as the apron space woulkd be
made available by defence
authorit ies.
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Airport authorities block access to

Bankra Mosque for road repairs

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Access to the 130-year-
old Bankra Mosque inside Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose International
Airport remained suspended on
Saturday and Sunday, with airport
authorities indicating that dev-
otees are likely to be allowed to
resume offering namaz from Mon-
day after repair of rain-damaged
approach roads.

The temporary restriction, how-
ever, sparked protests from the
mosque committee, which alleged
that worshippers were denied entry
without prior notice despite possess-
ing valid airport entry passes.

The Airports Authority of India
{AATD) said heavy rain had dam-
aged the appmavt'l road leading to
the mosque, prompting a temporary
suspension of access. Airport officials
said the decision followed a meeting
involving the AAI CISF, police and
mosque representatives and would
be reviewed after repair work was
completed.

The mosque, located within the
airport boundary near Jessore Road,
has been under discussion for reloca-
tion as part of the airport’s expansion
project. While prayers were held on

Bankra Mosque inside Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose International Airport

Airport authorities
expect devotees to
resume offering namaz
from Monday after
repairs to the damaged
approach road

Friday, devotees arriving for prayers
on Saturday found Entry Gate No.
8 closed. Mohammad Zamiruddin,
general secretary of the mosque com-
mittee, alleged that no advance notice
had been issued before access was
stopped.

He said the committee had
already informed the authorities that
the mosque could not be handed over
without discussions. Mosque com-
mittee president, former West Bengal
minister and Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind

state president Maulana Siddiqul-
lah Chowdhury said the mosque had
remained within the airport bound-
ary since 1962, when residents west
of Jessore Road were relocated dur-
ing airport development. He said the
issue should be resolved through dia-
logue involving the airport authori-
ties, Darul Uloom Deoband, the All
India Muslim Personal Law Board
and Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind. Appeal-
ing for restraint, Chowdhury urged
people not to take to the streets and
said his organisation had “no fight
with the BJP", but wanted the airport
authorities to I‘C‘D&El‘l the mosque and
resolve the issue through discussions.
He alleged that the CISF had forcibly
shut the mosque gates.

Sources said that discussions are
afoot surrounding the relocation of
the mosque, which includes checking
if the mosque is a heritage property.
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Entry to 136-yr-old
Kol airport mosque
stopped indefinitely

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Subhro Niyogi | T

Kolkata: Entry to the 136-
vear-old Bankra mosque, lo-
cated within the operational
area of Kolkata airport, has
been stopped indefinitely,
airport authorities said
Sunday, citing security con-
cerns over allowing access
solely on the basis of Aadha-
ar cards.

On Saturday, authoriti-
es had said access to the Go-
uripur Jame Masjid would
remain suspended for two
daysafter raindamaged the
approach road, necessita-
ting urgent repairs. They
had said devotees would be
allowed to offer pravers
from Monday if the repairs
were completed on schedu-
le.

“The repair work is
complete, but permission
to offer namaz at the mos-
que cannot be granted at
present because of security
concerns raised by the Bu-
reauof Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS)," a senior Kal-
kataairport official said.

On Sunday, CISF per-
sonnel reportedly told
worshippers they had not
received any further in-
structions from the Air-

The Gouripur Jame Masjid is
located within the operational
area of the airport

ports Authority of India
(AAI) regarding reopening
the gate.

The mosque now stands
about 165 metres north of
the secondary runway and
nearly 150 metres inside the
airport boundary following
successive airport expan-
sions. The prescribed mini-
mum distance for any struc-
ture from a runway is 240
metres,

The possibility of relo-
cating the mosque has been
underdiscussionsince BJP
came to power at the Cent-
re.

Union minister Sukanta
Majumdar said Sunday,
“Earlier,no govt took any ac-
tion because of appease-
ment politics. What is the
big issue if the mosque is
shifted?”
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Entry to Kol airport mosque stopped indefinitely

Tamaghna Banerjee & Subhro Niyogi | Tan

Eolkata: Entry to the 136-vear-old Bankra
mosqgue, located in the operational area of
Kolkata airport, has been stopped indefinite-
ly, airport authorities said Sunday, citing se-
curity concerns over allowing access solely
on basis of Aadhaar cards.

On Saturday, authorities had said access
to Gouripur Jame Masjid would remain su-
spended fortwodaysasrainhad damaged the
approach road. They had added that devotees
would be allowed to offer prayers from Mon-

day if the repair was completed on schedule.

“Therepairis complete but permission to
offer namaz at the mosque cannot be granted
because of security concerns raised by Bu-
reau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS),” a
Kolkata airport official said. On Sunday,
CISF personnel reportedly told worshippers
they had not received any further instruction
from Airports Authority of India (AAT).

The mosgue now stands about 165 metres
narth of the secondary runway and 150 metres
inside the airport boundary following sucees-
sive airport expansions.

13 JULY 2026
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Entry to 136-yr-old
Kol airport mosque
stopped indefinitely

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Subhro Niyogi | Tun

Kolkata: Entry to the 136-vear-
old Bankra mosque, located
within the operational area of
Kolkata airport, has been stop-
ped indefinitely; airport autho-
rities said on Sunday, citing se-
curity concerns over allowing
access solely on the basis of
Aadhaar cards.

On Saturday, authorities
had said access to the Gouripur
Jame Masjid would remain su-
spended for two days as rain
had damaged the approach ro-
ad, necessitating urgent repa-
irs. They had added thatdevote-
eswould be allowed to offer pra-
vers from Monday if the repair
was completed on schedule.

“The repair is complete but
permission to offer namaz at
the mosque cannot be granted
at present because of security
concerns raised by the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS),"” a senior Kolkata air-
port official said.

On Sunday, CISF personnel
reportedly told worshippers
they had not received any furt-

SECURITY CONMCERNS: Authorities
said that devotees would be allowed
to offer prayers from Monday if the
repair was completed on schedule

her instruction from the AAT
regarding reopening the gate.

The mosque now stands
about 165m north of the secon-
dary runway and nearly 150m
inside theairportboundary fol-
lowing successive airport ex-
pansions. The prescribed mini-
mum distance for any structu-
refromarunway is 240m.

The possibility of reloca-
ting the mosque has remained
under discussion since the BJP
formed the govt at the Centre.

Union minister Sukanta
Majumdar said on Sunday
“Earlier; no govt took any ac-
tion because of appeasement
politics. What is the big issue if
the mosque is shifted?”
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Entry to 136-yr-old Kol airport mosque stopped indefinitely

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Subhro Niyogi | tn

Kolkata: Entry to the 136-vear-
old Bankra mosque, located
within the operational area of
Kolkata airport, has been stop-
ped indefinitely, airport autho-
rities said Sunday, citing secu-
rity concerns over allowing ac-
cess solely on the basis of Aad-
haarcards.

On Saturday, authorities
had said access to the Gouri-
pur Jame Masjid would rema-
in suspended for two days af-
ter rain damaged the appro-
ach road, necessitating ur-
gent repairs. They had said
devotees would be allowed to
offer prayvers from Monday if

CM Suvendu Adhikari said gates
of an installation that had critical
geo-political importance couldn't
be kept open for outsiders

the repairs were completedon
schedule. “The repairwork is
complete, but permission to
offer namaz at the mosque
cannot be granted at present
because of security con-

cerns raised by the Bureau of
Civil  Aviation  Security
{BCAS),” asenior Kolkata air-
port official said.

On Sunday, CISF person-
nel reportedly told worship-
persthey had not received any
further instructions from the
Adrports Authority of India
(AAT) regarding reopening
the gate,

The mosque now stands
about 165 metres north of the
secondary runway and nearly
150 metres inside the airport
boundary following successive
airport expansions. The presc-
ribed minimum distance for
any structure froma mnway is
240 metres. The possibility of
relocating the mosque has be-

en under discussion since
BJP came to power at the
Centre. Union minister Sukan-
ta Majumdar said Sunday,
“Earlier, no govt took any ac-
tion because of appeasement
politics. What isthe bigissue if
the mosque is shifted?"

Entry to the 136-year-old
Bankra mosque, located wit-
hin the operational area of
Rolkata airport, has been
stopped indefinitely, airport
authorities said on Sunday, ci-
ting security concernsover al-
lowing access solely on the ba-
sis of Aadhaar cards. On Sa-
turday, authorities had said
access to the Gouripur Jame
Masjid would remain suspen-
ded for two days as rain had

damaged the approach road,
necessitating urgent repairs.
They had added that devotees
would be allowed to offer pray-
ers from Monday if the repair
was completed on schedule.

“The repair is complete
but permission tooffer namaz
at the mosque cannot be gran-
ted at present because of secu-
rity concerns raised by the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity (BCAS),” a senior Kol-
kata airport official said.

On Sunday, CISF person-
nel reportedly told worship-
persthey had not received any
further instruction from the
Airports Anthority of India
(AAT) regarding reopening
the gate.
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Entry to 136-year-old
Kol airport mosque
stopped indefinitely

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Subhro Nivogi | tun

Kolkata: Entry to the 136
vear-old Bankra mosque, lo-
cated withinthe operational
area of Kolkata airport, has
been stopped indefinitelv,
airport authorities said on
Sunday; citing security con-
cerns over allowing access
solely onthebasis of Aadha-
ar cards.

On Saturday, authorities
had said access tothe Gouri-
pur Jame Masjid would re-
main suspended for two da-
vs as rain had damaged the
approach road, necessita-
ting urgent repairs. They
had added devotees would
be allowed to offer pravers
from Monday if the repair
was completed on schedule.

“The repair is complete
but permission to offer na-
mazat the mosque cannot be
granted at present because
of security concerns raised
by the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS)," a se-
nior Kolkata airport
official said.

Gounpur Jame Masjid is located
within the operational area of
Kolkata airport

On Sunday, CISF person-
nel reportedly told worship-
pers they had not received
any further instruction
from the Airports Authority
of India (AAT) regarding re-
opening the gate.

The mosgque now stands
about 165 metres north of
the secondary runway and
nearly 150 metres inside the
airport boundary following
successive airport expan-
sions. The prescribed mini-
mum distance for any strue-
ture from a runway is
240 metres.

The possibility of reloca-
ting the mosque has remai-
ned under discussion since
the BJP formed the govt at
the Centre,
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Ride to airport longer than flight
to Kolkata, says B'luru techie

BENGALURL, DHNS: Getting
to the Kempegowda lnter-
national Airport (K1A) takes
more time than flying to
Kolkara, a city techie said in
a viral video, sparking de-
bate among netizens on the
perennial traffic woes.

In an Instagram video,
Manish Kumar Singh, a res-
ident of HSR Layout, record-
ed his journey to the airport,
claiming that the commute
ook between 2.5 to 3 hours,
while his flight from KIA to
Kolkatawas scheduled totake
Just 2 hours and 20 minutes,

“lttook me longer toreach
Bengaluru airport than it
would take to fly to Kolkata,”
Singh said in the viden, ques-
tioning whether a city should
be planned in a manner that
makes access 1 ils airport so
time-consuming.

He said residents losevalu-
able and productive time on
the commute, a resuli of poor

urban planning, Mobility is
not an afterthought, he said,
arguing that airports should
be developed along with effi-
ciEnt ransport connectivity,

Drawing comparisons with
international cities such as
New York and Chicago, Singh
said passengers in those met-
ropolitan areas generally do
not spend several howrs trav-
elling toairports despite their
large urban sprawl.

The viralvideo drew atten-
tion of several city residents,
who mentioned the troubles
of navigating traffic bottle-
necks along the Outer Ring
Road (ORR), Hebbal Myover
and Ballari Road while trav-
elling to the airport,

Netizens agreed with the
growing mobility challenges
mentioned in the post. Many
stressed the need for berter
urban planning and laster
execution of public transport
projecis,
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2decades on, uncertainty dogs project for Chennai’s second airport

ETB SIVAPRIVAN
CHENMAIL DHNS

In 2006, when the then Chief Min-
ister M Karunanidhi announced
a greenfield airport for Chennai
near the industrial town of Sripe-
rumbudur, Tamil NMadu was al-
ready late to the game. Cities like
Bengaluru and Hyderabad were
building swanky airports to cater
to the burgeoning needs of trav-
ellers.

Twao decades later, the project

still remains on paper, The 2006
plan was dropped due to protests,
and the state ook over a decade 1o
shortlist sites before finally select-
ing one in 2022,

Thereisstill noclanty on wheth-
er the airport project will be real-
ised or scrapped.

Meanwhile, passengers con-
tinue to suffer. The Chennai
International and Domestic air-
ports in Meenambakkam have
undergone multiple expansions
with new terminal buildings, but

the facility has lagged behind
Bengaluru and Hyderabad in
terms of passenger amenities and
traffic

Chennai Airport has slipped w0
sixth place in India in overall pas-
senger traffic,

It has also lost direct Mights to
several destinations as the cur-
rent faciliy cannot handle large
wide-body aireraft like the Airbu-
sA380,

Industry baoches like the CIThave

been pushing for a second airport

for Chennai, especially with the
new TVK government aiming to
make Tamil Nadu a $1.5-trillion
economy by 2036, They want
the government (o take a call on
Parandursoon.

“Any infrastructure project
that is kept in abevance or kmbo
is always dangerous to both ben-
eficiaries and the affected... The
continuous delay will let Tamil
Nadu lose its tag of attractive des-
tination,” AIMO chairman K E
Raghunathan told DH.
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Consumer app of
Adani Airports has
5 mn members

ADAMNI ONE - THE
conssmer app of
Adarn Arrport

|-|:>I|:in-:a has
reached five millio
members within 1_-‘| maonths
flaunching .ﬁ.rlarlr'-!rvmrrh.
aman :|I dia’s first
integrated airport |oyalty
prOgrammes fcr hopping,
dining and airport services
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TMC, BJP row over airport mosque

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: The Kolkata airport
authority’s decision to bar out-
siders from entering the 136-
year-old Gouripur Jama Masjid
near the construction site of the
expanded secondary runway
turned into a war of words
between the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the oppo-
sition with West Bengal chief
minister Suvendu Adhikari
backing the decision while Tri-
namool Congress (TMC) MP
Saugata Roy opposed it

Until Friday, 20-30 people
were allowed to enter the
mosque, also known as Bankra
mosque, with the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF) per-
sonnel screening and escorting
them throught Gate No. § on Jes-
sore Road ina bus.

This has been the standard
procedure since decades. On Fri-

THE AIRPORT'S
SECURITY IS OUR
TOP PRIORITY
BECAUSE OF THE
STATE'S PROXIMITY
TO CHINA AND
BANGLADESH, CM
ADHIKARI SAID

day, authorities stated that the
suspension of entry was only for
three days. However, no outsider
was allowed entry on Monday.
The TMC MP said, "I oppose
this sudden decision to stop peo-
ple from visiting the mosque.
Talks on how to relocate it were
held earlier as well. I think it
should be done after talking to
the Muslim community.”
Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind's Bengal
unit chief Siddiqullah Chow-
dhury, who is a former state
minister accused the state gov-

ernment of harassing people.
“This is unfair. All people are
aware that an airport is a high
security zone. There was never
an incident of security breach
and yet Gate No 8§ has been
closed. We will request the air-
port authorities to reopen the
gate and seek a clarification
from the Centre on the security
issues being raised,” he said.
Chowdhury first expressed his
views on this issue on Sunday
and CM Suvendu Adhikari
reacted to it within hours on the
sidelines of a BJP organisational
meeting in East Midnapore dis-
trict. “The Kolkata airport’s secu-
rity is our top priority because of
the state's proximity to China
and Bangladesh. Civilians can-
not be allowed to enter the air-
port which the defence also
uses,” Adhikari said on Sunday,
indirectly referring to the move-
ment of military aircraft through
the airport on certain occasions.
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Row erupts as Govt plans to shift mosque nside NSI airport

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
B Kolkata

There was political controver-
sy after the Government sus-
pended indefinitely the offer-
ing of namazat Bakra Mosque
(Gouripur Jame Masjid), which
is situated inside the Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport at Dum
Dum in Kolkata.

Rejecting the Government's
claim that a running mosque
inside an international airport
and barely a few hundred

metres from the runway with
regular public access was a
security concern, senior
Trinamool Congress MP
Sougato Roy on Monday said
that he was always for doing
things on the basis of consen-
sus and not arbitrarily. “The
fact is that they want to
extend the runway... there is
no question of security or
safety ... IFatall achange has
to take place, then let it be on
the basis of consensus and
not by force as this B|P
Government is doing it,"” Roy

while there was no

said,
statement from the Left,

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari had earlier
said that it was indeed a

security concern and the
mosque should be shifted
from the area "because
nowhere you will find a public
place inside an airport and so
near the run way... this is a
security sensitive issue...
remember we are near inter-
national border ... China and
Bangladesh are nearby... an
international airport which
receives top VVIPs and digni-
taries everyday besides han-
dling scores of flights cannot
be kept open like this for
common entry... it has to be

shifted from there because
national security is supreme...
National security and the
security of the airport will
gain priority over everything
else... | cannot say more as a
Chief Minister."

Senior BJP leader and Union
Minister Sukanta Majumdar
too said that he had heard
since his childhood that the
runway of the airport could
not be extended because
the mosque came in the way.
All this was because of
appeasement politics.
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FLUCTUATION IN AIRFARES

SC to hear plea seekmg gmdeZmes today

NEW DELHI, July 12: The
Supreme Court is scheduled
to hear on July 13 a plea seek-
ing regulatory guidelines to
control the "unpredictable
fluctuations” in airfares and
ancillary charges imposed by
private airlines in India.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta will
hear the plea filed by social
activist S Laxminarayanan,
who also sought a robust and
independent regulator that
ensures transparency and
passenger protection across
the civil aviation sector.

On May 15, the top court
said there should be some ra-
tionalisation of airfares and
asked the Centre to provide
relief to flyers, while flagging
that on the same day, one air-
line flying in the same sector
charges a particular airfare
while other charges a differ-
ent airfare.

The Centre, while not dis-
puting the problem, has sub-
mitted that a new enactment,
Bharatiya Vayuyan
Adhiniyam of 2024, has
come into effect in January,
2025 and the corresponding
rules are in the process of
consultation.

Laxminarayanan, repre-
sented by senior advocate

Ravindra Srivastava, had con-
tended that rules already ex-
isted under the Aircraft Act
of 1937 but the problem was
that they were not followed.

On November 17 last year,
the top court sought re-
sponses from the Centre and
others on the plea of
Laxminarayanan.

Earher, the Centre told the
apex court that the Ministry
of Civil Aviation was actively
considering the issues raised
in the plea.

While hearing the matter
on January 19, the top court
said it would interfere with
the “unpredictable fluctua-
tions™ in airfares and
flagged the exorbitant rise
during festivals.

The top court had termed
the exorbitant rise of airfares
by the airlines as “exploita-
tion"” and asked the Centre
and the Directorate General

of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to
file their replies on the plea.

The plea claimed that all
private airlines have, without
any credible justification, re-
duced the free check-in bag-
gage allowance for economy
class passengers from 25 kg
to 15 kg, “thereby convert-
ing what was earlier part of
the ticketed service into a
new revenue stream”.

It said the “new policy of
permitting only a single piece
for check-in and the absence
of any rebate, compensation
or benefit to passengers who
do not avail themselves of
check-in baggage demon-
strates the arbitrary and dis-
criminatory nature of the
measure”’.

The plea claimed that cur-
rently, no authority has the
power to review or cap
airfares or ancillary fees, al-
lowing the airlines to exploit

consumers through hidden
charges and unpredictable
pricing.

It said the “unregulated,
opaque and exploitative con-
duct of airlines manifesting in
arbitrary fare hikes, unilat-
eral reduction of services,
absence of on-ground griev-
ance redressal and unjustified
dynamic pricing algorithms
directly infringes upon citi-
zens' fundamental rights to
equality, freedom of move-
ment and life with dignity”.

[t said the absence of
regulatory safeguards re-
sults in arbitrary fare hikes,
especially during festivals or
weather disruptions, which
disproportionately harm
poor and last-minute trav-
ellers.

The plea said inaction by
the State in regulating fare
algorithms, cancellation
policies, service continuity
and grievance mechanisms
constitutes a dereliction of
its constitutional duty and
calls for urgent judicial in-
tervention.

[t said there is no rule to
stop the airlines from increas-
ing prices based on demand
and allowing them such free-
dom under essential serv-
ices 1s unjustifiable. — PTI



1nvFﬁ-'1

AIRPORTS AUT HORlT‘Y UF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAE UJALA DELHI 14 JULY 2046

ga1s el § 9HHE ) PId
a@raﬁﬁa‘rwﬁﬁwﬂﬁmﬁaﬁ

T T =

=% faeen wier sir s e
# sEEE g0 T o osn R
TEEES F1 TEE O 7
AT 1 v s A OEn S e
wEn F 9 faw =7 e e
sfufrEm, 2024 % Fre =90 o S0 P
1 ¥ B & e S TR O W
wftra oy - s sf=a w56 i
i W | [F T e e
H e fETE 4 e F oy
E 5% 30 H9E % T4 9eA ° O
T TG | e

st 0 o vt 3 AU
TR 1 01 WS T Fem Tt
FIA TH FASIAETE S | S
s A i e i H A
AMAF FEET 5T T S =, W
& affirwrit =1 v w0 ol A o
F TF © T I § A O RS
st = Fams S S R R
¥z W F g=ie A 9 F=5a fE
au il w1 v oft 5 Aam # adw
Terena s e B e @ Pk
=T F HOE F OH T A BT W
HeTe | ¥ R W A 2 B e
0 W R § W A T R a6,
qifasTR 31 3 | T it 55 v
a4 i e 0 e
T 1, M T P A A EE W15
o 1 T % A v e T
& et e Ao wE =i e g
gt A ] TET oA o (S0 R e
F% W1 0 7 T ofefEe e am
WET - 918 w1 9w o 2024 w1 W
F FE 2025 T @] B TR o sl



o4
-
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 14 JULY 2026

rSHoie 9 351

fg YR R AHd
ot B gt fomm shut TEwsie 3R 39
el fFeTeh 3ot e 3 WHeR i foett 3=
AR 1 STYare faar fop o werkear &
T TR STHET sh¥d g hUTe TR 3T 39
Teldeh ShellHTe] TR 1 140 HUE T T
TAF HI| AT FTABAT B’ FAd L
REfT g J9E A fauee e &
T TS b TEIehI Y. foTalT | 59k e 45
e & +fieR 50 i TIA AT T &
Y STHT foRT STTE 371 319 90 S 93 3TTel
90 fe o offae ST = fou S| Ejeces



AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDAERD DELHL 14 JULY 2026

A-I gets DGCA nod for
-

electronic tech logbooks
use for B787, 777 planes
Aviation regulator DGCA has approved the use
of electronic technical loghooks for Air India's
Boeing 787 and 777 planes, astepthat will replace
maost of the paper-based maintenance records
with a digital systam. The Electronic Technical
Logbook (ETL) will provide real-time informa-
tion sharing between maintenance engineers,
and operational teams, improving coordination,
accelerating defect reporiing and rectification,
and enhancing aircraft dispatch reliability, In a
release on Monday, Air Indis said ETL will
replace traditional paper-based maintenance
reconds with a secure digital platform, enabling
faster and and efficient management of aircraft
maintenance and engineering activities. e
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Spicelet, Ajay Singh to deposit
X140 crin Maran award dispute

Debi-laden alrline Spicelet and
its Managing Director Ajay
Singh on Monday assured the
Defhi High Court (HC) that they
wonld pav¥ 140 crore o KAL Air-
waysand its promoter Kalanithi
Maran inexecution procesdings
artsing from an arbitral award.

Recording the undertaking,
Justice Subramonium Prasad
accepted the aldine's payment
proposal, under which¥ 50crore
will be deposited with the court
registry within 45 days and the
remaining 9o crore within the
following oo days.

The court directed Spicelet
and Singh toadhereto the sched-
ule and ordered that the first
trancheof T50 crore bedeposited
within the stipulated period to
demonstrate their bona fides.
The matter has been listed for

September 21 to review complia-
neewith the payment timeline.

The HC also deferred hearing
Spicelet’s petition under Section
34 of the Arbitration and Concili-
ation Act, 19946, challenging the
arbitral award. It indicated that
the challenge would be consid-
erad only after the airline com-
plies with the deposit directions.

The request for additional
time to make the payment came
afierthe Supreme Court, on May
19, declined to interfere with an
earlier Delhi HC order directing
Spicedet and Singh to deposit
the arbitral award amoumnt.

The dispute arizes from an
arbitral award in favour of KAL
Alrways and Maran. During the
proceedings, Delhi HC had ear-
lier directed SpiceJet and Singh o
deposit T144 CTOTe, BHAVING MISHRA
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Lessors Move to Repossess SpiceJet

Aireraft as Unpaid Rentals Mount

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Aireratt lessors initi

ated the process of repossezsing
planes from Spicedet atter the
cash-strapped airline failed Lo pay
Tewasa renlals,

The finanee lessing arm of Tndust-
rigl & Commercial Bank of China
has filed a request with the Directo-
rate General of Civil Awiation
{DGCA) to take back four Bocing 747
Iz aircratt leased to Spicedet, ET
has reviewed a copy of the notice,

Last year, Parliament passed a
landmark aviation bill that will
make it easior for global aircraft
leasing companies Lo Pepossess
Jjets and engines in the eventuali-
tv of an Indian carrier defaulting
O PAFTICLS.

Mearly B0% of Spicedet’s fleet is
currently grounded amid the car-
rier's continued Tinancial woes.
Asof Monday, the airline was ope-
rating just aboul 60 MNighls wsing
barcly adozen aircrafi.

Spicedet’s fallure to pay lease
rentals has not only grounded
mozt of itz planes but alzo affected
their regular maintenance due to
alack of spare parts.

A spkesperson fir Spicedel said
Lhe planes have been geounded lor

more than a year, asscrting that
thodr ropossession by the lessor
won't impact its scheduled flight
operations. “The airline continu-
es to remain in discussions with
manufacturers and lessors for re-
turn to service of these planes,”
the spokesperson said.

A large portion of the airline's
employvess haven't got their sala-
ries for more than two months, sa
id & Spicedet pilot. Most have also
been sent on leave without pay

Despite raising #3000 crore in
2024, the carrier bas run oul of
cash as a large portion of (he fresh
capital was used primarcily foreles-
ring statutory dues like goods and
services tax (GST), tax deductedd at
sourca{ TDSY, and provident fund.

The financial challenpes are also
reflecting on daily operations with
on-time pertormance being the po-
wrest and cancellation rate the hig-
hestamang Al airlines inaw

Airline, Promoter
to Deposit Z50 cr
in Maran Dispute

MEW DELHI Spicelet and prama-
e Ajay Singhon Monday assu-
red the Dethi High Court they
would deposit S0 crore with the
court registry within4a days in
their dispute with media barcn
kalanithi bMaran and Kal Airways.

Justice subramonium Prasad,
weha had earller diracted Splcedet
and 5ingh to deposit abaut =144
crore inthe arbitral award
dispute, was told the remaining
#94.5 crore would be deposited
wilhin 90 days.

On May 4, the bench dismissed
pleas by SpiceJet and Ajay Singh
sooking a review of its January
1% order directing the deposit
The supreme Courton May 19,
however, asked the airline to
approach the high court far more
fime tocomply. —PTI
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HITIH KUMAR
Mew Delhi, July 13

THE SUPREME COURT (50 on
Muonday directed the Centre 1o
place before it, within two
wseks, (he rules fmmed undesy
the Bhamatim  Yanoman
Adhinkyam, 302 4, whilehearing
a pﬂi‘tiul. u.-eh'l:lrl ufrﬁjarﬂ.'.
aganst arbitrary airfare hikes
andadd tyonalc barges leved by
private airlines,

Abenchof Justices Vikram
Math and Sandesp Mchia asked
theCentre tnsubenitt e nilssin
a sealed cover, mespective of
whether they have besn tabled
in Padiament. The matteredll be
heard next onAngus 3

“Considering the submis
sions, we grant two weeks time
to place before this court the
rules whidh have been fraamed,
trespective of whiether !hql
hive been placed before the Par
ltaseent or mot, in seabed cover
List on 3rd August,” the Court

Apex court wants rules in sealed cover, regardless of Parliament tabling status

SC seeks aviation rules amid scrutiny of airfare

FLIGHT PRICING ROW

mCase | Surge pricing
Concems during peak
arbitrary demand, hidden
aiffare hikes, | charges,
additicnal cancellation &
airfrne refund rullﬁ.:ml;mg
charges key concems

m Petition seeis independent

aviation regulator for passenger

protection

m Plea challenges 25 kg -to-15 kg

baggage cut by many aifines

8 Under the cument framewoark, airfanes
reman market-driven, un regulated

ordered

Thedirectioncame after the
Centre infomied the court that
the rules had already been
framed and wern |1ru:|er3;r.|nf;
ranslation before being placed
before Pariaineni

The petition, filed by social
activist § Laxminarsyanan,
secks the oreation of an inde

pendent aviation regulator to
oversee the dvil aviation sector
and st rengl hen passen ger pro-
tection. It aleo sesks binding
rules on airfare pricing, regula-
tion of baggage and ancillary
chuar s, cuarbs on st pricing,
and standardised norms for
cancelations, refunds amd
pricvance redrossal

Senior advocate Ravindra
Srivastava, appearing for the
petitoner, subimited that until
the mew nules are notified, the
'FIIEt:I.I'IE rc'sula!nq':lra.mnmrlr
ontinues o govern the sector

The petition coitends thal
the alsence of a statutory
authority empowered (o regu-
late airfares and ancillary

{IHLF."I has enabled airfines to
adopt opague pricing pactices,
particubarky during festivals,
holidays and periods of peak
dlesrancl b alen mises concesns
over dynamic pricing, hidden
char s, cancellation polieies
and  inadequate  passcnger
prievance redressal

.ﬂ.rl:l:rl:llng o ithee prﬁnnnrr.
alrlines have converted what
was once an included servioe
into an additional mvenue
stream without olfering any
comesponding benefit to pas
SEf ey u.lu..-l]luﬁ withoul
dhecked baggage

It further challenges the
reduction in the free chede-in
bagmge allowance for econ
arry - class AssEngers from 25
Iz to 15 kpby several private air
Hirves, .b'!.|:'rv|.'l'|'1i|'|§:=I to the p-rli.-
tioner, airfines have converted
whatwiseadieraninchaled ser
vice intoan additonal smarceof
revenue without offering any
comresponding benefit to pas

SETMEETS h'a.m-llinE wathou t
divecked baggage

Thenies soughtby the comirt
have heen framed under the
Bharathva Vayuyan Adhinlam,
2024, which came into foroe in
|anawary 3025, The JEH'ul.:l.l'ull
roplaced the Ainomft Act, 1934,
with the objective of mod-
arn.i:'ma India's cvil aviaton
immeworkand providinga com-
rlrr-}lrnwrirgn! architectyne for
abreraft manadfacturing, ope@-
thons, malntenance and safety.
Himwewer, the detailed subordi
it besppialn thev el pescd b copuese-
ationalise seveml provisions of
thieAct dsvet tobe notifled.

The issuehas been under the
apeex oot s consideration sinoe
lastyear Dhering ancatlierhear-
ing in january, the court
'FIFWS Il.‘l" CONCETI T ‘Sh.l
spikes in airfares during festi
vals and imajor events, descob-
ingsuch pricmg asexploitatie

Continued on Page 10

Mew |

Top court seeks
aviation rules
amid scrutiny
of airfare pricing

THE CONCERNS OF price hikes
gained prominenceduring the
Maha Kumbh, when both
bookings and airfares to Praya-
graj witnessed steep increases
as demand surged.

According toan analysis by
travel portal ixigo, one-wayair-
fare on the Bhopal-Prayagraj
route jumped 498% to
17,796 from 2977 a
yearearlier.

Airfares on the Delhi-
Prayagrajroute also rose byup
to 21% during the period.

Similar spikes are wit-
nessed during almost every
festive season, with airfares
typically increasing by 20-
100% as demand peaks.

Under the existing regula-
tory framework, airfaresinnor-
mal circumstances are market-
driven and areneitherfixed nor
regulated by the government,

Following the repeal of the
Air Corporations Act in March
1994, tariff fixation was
deregulated, allowing airlines
to determine fares under Rule
135(1) of the Aircraft Rules,
1937 aftertakinginto account
factorssuch as operating costs,
characteristics of service, rea-
sonable profit and prevailing
market tariffs.

As a result, ticket prices
generally fluctuate based on
market forces and demand-
supply dynamics,with airlines
free to adopt dynamic
pricing models.
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Amid Iran crisis, airlines
turn to Europe, East Asia

® Seat capacity to
Europe soars by
83,700, to China
by 27,857 in June

NITIM KUMAR
Mew Dl_.?ihi,_]_ulx 13

EVEM AS AIRLINES cut more
than 284,000 scheduled out
boind seats from lndia to key
West Asian markets in June
2026, they expanded services
to Evope and East Asia, deploy
Ing an additional 172,000
seatsacross 27 markets,

The capacity reductions
cameamid disruptions toavia
tion opemtons n'West Aska fol-
lowing the LIS -Lranwar and the
tempomry closure of almpaoe
acruss parts of the region,
prompting airfines to ework
their international schedules
As aresult, the country's total
scheduled outbound interna-
tional seat capacity declined
B.9% year-on-yearto 3.58 mi-
liom im [une 2026 from 3.93
million ayearsarfies.

The Gulf continues to
acoount forthelargest shareof
India'sinternational taffic but
alrlines are spreading capacity
across more  destinations
rather than relying on tradi
thonal transit markets in West
Asia. The UAE accounted for
the steppest reduction, with
scheduled outhound secats
[allbng by nearly 169,000, fol-

FCHANGING COURSE
F T _’1\.’— P

iy

Saats 1o West Asia slashed
isesco G
26,510 [ Turkey
25,244 [ oman
23,768 . (AT
15078 [ 0o

To Eurape, E Asia increased

sty [N 19022
Irdonesia . 12602
Netherdangs [ 1020

lowed by significant declines
in Oman, Kiwaitand Turkey.

Europe was among the
biggest beneficiaries of the
-l.'i.l.1.1|’. e p.1:|u:|u|:| AT IJ15EL
added mom than 83,700 seats
across 11 European countries.
While the expansion was dri
venbyboth Indlan and forekgn
carmiers, Air Indiaadded apac
Ity to Ialy, IndiGo expanded its
presence i the Netherlands
and Bunched direct scheduled
e o Gresce,

Aviation analysts sald the
expansion reflects airlines'
efforts to deploy ca pacity on
markets where demand
remains relatively resilient
The resumption of direct
flights to China, Afr India's
long-haul network expansion

and IndiGo's rapid imterma-
tional growth have together
i"PI:‘Ih:‘Ii up opportunities in
Europe and East Asia,whileair

linéscontinie 1.I.I.JI.‘|[|.I.'\.| schied

ules in We st Asia amid opem

tisnal disruptions.

Asia emerged as the sec
ond major growth region,
with airfinex adding more
than 88,400 scheduled seats
across 16 country markets
China recorded the largest
inoeaseafterihe resumption
of direct passenger services
between the two countries
following nearly six years of
suspension. Capacity to China
roseby 27,857 seats in fune,
with IndiGo, Alr China and
China Eastern operating
Mights on the route,
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NOD TO DIGITAL
LOGBOOKS FOR
BOEING PLAMES

THE DIREC-
“ TORATE
GEMERAL of
= Civil Awiation

. [DGCA) has
e

the ute of electronic
tachnical logbooks for Alr
India's Boeing 787 and
F77 planes, a step that
will replace most of the
paper-based
mantenance recorcs
with adigital system.
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Spice]et undertakes
topayX144.5crto
KALAirways, Maran

HITIN K LI AR
Hew Delhi, July 13

SPICEIET ©ON MMOMNDAY
undertook before the Delhi
High Court todeposit the out
standding €144.5
crore in its long

gi-.ring the airline around
four-and-a-half§ months to

Hr"pm.ﬂ theentire sum
Senior advocate Mubul
Rohatgl, appearing for S plee-
[et,informied the court that the
alrline had

Spicelettodeposit ooppved partial

running arbitra- 250 cr with the finandal assis-
tion dispute with court registry tance under the
EAL Alrways and within &5 days, Centre’s emer

its promoter

the remaining

gency credit pro

Ealanithi Maran
in tranches, after
receiving partial
fimancial assis
tance under the
Contre'ssmergencyoredit pro-
eramme for airlmes

Justice Subramonium
Prasad accepted an undertak
ing by Spicelet and its MD
Ajay Singh to deposit €50
crore with the court regisiry
within 45 days and the
remaining amount over the
I|:-|I|!|.-.r|.n|-’I 90 days eftectively

amount over the
following P0 days
e by operational

gramme intro
duced to support
airlines affected

disruptions aris

I From the meent West Asia
conflict

He submiitted that while
part of the assistance had
already been disbursed, the
rsmaimnim !{ SI.I]JFIGJH was
expected shortly, enabling the
airdine tocompletethebalan o
payment within the timeline
|1r|$n|u-d betore thecourt
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FIR against ex-Go
First board for post
insolvency ticket sale

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The Ernakulam Police re-
gistered an FIR against the
board of directors of the
erstwhile Go First, the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and two
online travel booking por-
tals over charges they con-
tinued to sell the airline's
travel tickets for almost
two weeks after it initiated
voluntary insolvency pro-
cess in 2023, ‘defrauding
millions of passengers.’

The FIR, filed on July 9,
under various sections of
Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita,
2023 (BNS) names all 13 di-
rectors including chairman
Nusli Neville Wadia, son
Ness Nusli Wadia, CEO
Kaushik Khona, unnamed
DGCA official, portals Ea-
seMyTrip and  ClearTrip
and Resolution Profession-
al Shailendra Ajmera.

This follows an order
from Ernakulam’s Chief
Judicial Magistrate Court to
the police to register an
FIR and investigate a com-
plaint by Yeshwant She-
noy, an aggrieved passen-
ger and advocate.

Mr. Shenoy, who lost
$64,000 after booking Ko-
chi-Mumbai tickets on the
day Go First filed insolven-
cy plea, claimed the board
entered ‘into a criminal
conspiracy to cause wrong-

= L
In 2025, NCLAT upheld NCLT's
order for liquidating Go First.

sengers while making
wrongful gains® by continu-
ing to sell tickets despite al-
ready approving the deci-
sion to initiate insolvency
proceedings.

Despite repeated com-
plaints, the DGCA asked Go
First to stop selling tickets
only on May 10 after he se-
cured directions from the
Kerala High Court.

Mr. Shenoy claimed Go
First significantly under-
stated losses. While Go
First's CEO said 4,118 flights
were cancelled in April af
fecting 77,500 passengers
and media reports pegged
passenger dues at abour
900 crore, he contended
as ticker bookings conti-
nued until May 10 without
any restrictions, the total
amount collected from
passengers could be as
high as 12,000 crore,

In April 2025, NCLAT
upheld the NCL1's order

ful loss to millions of pas-  for liquidating Go First.
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back to 2015 Ly

Maran case:
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tranches
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Akasa suspends
two Jewar routes

NOIDA: Akasa Air has sus-
pended its direct flight between
Noida International Airport
in Jewar and Navi Mumbai
International Airport, barely
a month afier launch, citing
low passenger demand. The
airline has also temporarily
halted its Bengaluru service
from Jewar. Sources attributed
the poor response to inad-
equate last-mile connectiv-
ity and high travel costs, with
taxis remaining the primary
mode of transport to both air-
ports, While the Navi Mumbai
route has been paused, Akasa
Adr has introduced twoa addi-
tional daily flights to Mumbai
The airline said the suspension
I% lemporary. MPOST
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IndiGo, Accor announce reciprocal
loyalty programmes partnership

NEW DELHI: The couniry’s
largest aitline IndiGo and hos-
pitality major Accor on Mon-
day announced a strategic
reciprocal loyalty partnership
in India that will provide vari-
ous benefits for their loyalty
programme members,

The partnership is between
the airlines lovalty programme
IndiGo BluChip and Aceor’s
lovalty programme ALL Accor.

Al an event in the national
capital to announce the part-
ru:rsh:lp. IndiGo MD Rahul
Bhatia said the opportuni-
ties within the Indian travel
sector are immense and that
the country s one of the
world's most dynamic travel
markets.

“This relationship marks
a significant miléstone in our
shared journey and creates a
distinetive value proposition
for our customers, seamlessly
integrating convenient air
travel with rewarding hospi-
tality ::J:E:rit:ru:rﬁ.

“Today's travellers increas-
ingly seek connected and
enriching journeys that bring
together travel accommodation

and destination experiences in
a single cohesive ecosystem,”
Bhatia said.

The partnership would
allow the members to seam-
lessly convert ALL Accor
reward points o IndiGo
BluChips and vice-versa.

“Whether flying with
IndiGo across its rapidly
expanding network of over 140
destinations within India and
abroad. or staying across the
ALL Accor's ecosystem, cover-
ing more than 45 brands from
luxury to economy, members
can seamlessly connect Hlights,
stays and experiences, creating
a more rewarding travel jour-
ney dCross India and b:}'t}nd,"
a release said. MPOST
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SC to hear plea seeking guidelines to curb
‘unpredictable fluctuations’ of airfares

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court is scheduled to hear on
July 13, a plea secking regula-
tory guidelines to control the
“unpredictable fluctuations” in
airfares and ancillary charges
imposed by private airlines in
India.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta will
hear the plea filed by social
activist S Laxminarayanan,
who also sought a robust and
independent regulator that
ensures transparency and pas-
senger protection across the
civil aviation sector.

On May 15, the top court
said there should be some ratio-
nalisation of airfares and asked
the Centre to provide relief to
flyers, while flagging that on
the same day, one airline fly-
ing in the same sector charges
a particular airfare while other
charges a different airfare.

The Centre, while not dis-
puting the problem, has sub-
mitted that a new enactment
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam
of 2024 has come into effect in
January, 2025 and the corre-

F

sponding rules are in the pro-
cess of consultation.
Laxminarayanan  rep-

resented by senior advo-
cate Ravindra Srivastava had
contended that rules already
existed under the Aircraft Act
of 1937 but the problem was
that they were not followed.

On November 17 last year,
the top court sought responses
from the Centre and others on
the plea of Laxminarayanan.

Earlier, the Centre told the
apex court that the Ministry
of Civil Aviation was actively
considering the issues raised
in the plea.

While hearing the matter
on January 19, the top court
said it would interfere with the
“unpredictable fluctuations” in
airfares and flagged the exorbi-

tant rise during festivals.

The top court had termed
the exorbitant rise of airfares
by the airlines as “exploitation”
and asked the Centre and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to file their
replies on the plea.

The plea claimed that all
private airlines have, with-
out any credible justification,
reduced the free check-in bag-
gage allowance for economy
class passengers from 25 kg to
15kg, "d\ereEyconverti.ng what
was earlier part of the ticketed
service into a new revenue
streant’

It said the “new policy of

ermitting only a single piece
or check-in and the absence
of any rebate, compensation or
benefit to passengers who do
not avail themselves of check-
in baggage demonstrates the
arbitrary and discriminatory
nature of the measure’.

The plea claimed that cur-
rently, no authority has the
power to review or cap airfares
or ancillary fees, allowing the
airlines to exploit consumers
through hidden charges and
unpredictable pricing.
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Airfares: SC asks Centre to place rules before it

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday asked the Centre to
place before it within two
weeks the rules framed under
the Bharatiya Vayuyan
Adhiniyam, 2024, which is
aimed at modernising India’s
aviation sector. A bench of
Justices Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta said the rules
be placed before it in a sealed
cover, irrespective of whether
they have been placed
before Parliament.

The apex court passed the
order while hearing a plea
filed by social activist §
Laxminarayanan, who has
sought a robust and indepen-
dent regulator that ensures
transparency and passenger
protection across the civil
aviation sector, and regulato-
ry guidelines to control the
“unpredictable Auctuations”
in airfare and ancillary
charges imposed by private
airlines in India.

The counsel appearing for
the Centre informed the
bench that the draft rules are
ready and they are in the
process of translation.

He said the rules have to be

placed before Parliament.
"We grant two weeks' time to
the respondents to place
before this court in a sealed
cover the rules which have
been framed, irrespective of
the fact whether they are
placed before the Houses of
Parliament,” the bench said.

Senior advocate Ravindra
Srivastava, appearing for
Laxminarayanan, said till the
time the new rules come
into effect, the old rules are
operating.

Flagging the “"exorbitant
airfares” being charged,
Srivastava said, "The solu-
tion is that this court must
consider having a robust and
effective regulatory mecha-
nism which is independent,”.

The bench posted the
matter for further hearing
on August 3.

While hearing the plea on
May 15, the apex court said
there should be some ratio-
nalisation of airfares and
asked the Centre to provide
relief to flyers.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who was then
appearing for the Centre,
told the bench that the new
enactment of 2024 had
come into effect in January

Ml’llfl.lﬂll.lﬂ'"ﬂllll L 5 1lllll‘:"l’7:::‘:

2025 and the corresponding
rules were in the process of
being prepared.

On November 17 last year,
the top court sought respons-
es from the Centre and others
on Laxminarayanan's plea
seeking a robust and inde-
pendent regulator that
ensures transparency and
passenger protection across
the civil aviation sector.

On February 23, the Centre
told the apex court that the
Ministry of Civil Aviation was
actively considering the
issues raised in the plea.

While hearing the matter
in January, the top court

said it would interfere with
the “unpredictable fluctua-
tions" in airfares and flagged
the exorbitant rise during
festivals. The top court had
termed the exorbitant rise
in airfares by the airlines
“exploitation”, and asked
the Centre and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to file their
replies on the plea.

The plea claimed that all
private airlines have, without
any credible justification,
reduced the free check-in
baggage allowance for
economy class passengers
from 25 kg to 15 kg, “thereby

converting what was earlier
part of the ticketed service
into a new revenue stream”.
It said the "new policy of
permitting only a single
piece for check-in and the
absence of any rebate, com-
pensation or benefit to pas-
sengers who do not avail
themselves of check-in
baggage demonstrates the
arbitrary and discriminatory
nature of the measure”.
The plea claimed that cur-
rently, no authority has the
power to review or cap air-
fares or ancillary fees, allow-
ing the airlines to exploit
consumers through hidden

charges and unpredictable
pricing. It also said the
“unregulated, opaque and
exploitative conduct of air-
lines manifesting in arbitrary
fare hikes, unilateral reduc-
tion of services, absence of
on-ground grievance redres-
sal and unjustified dynamic
pricing algorithms directly
infringes upon citizens’ fun-
damental rights to equality,
freedom of movement and
life with dignity".

The plea said the absence
of regulatory safeguards
results in arbitrary fare
hikes, especially during fes-
tivals or weather disrup-
tions, which disproportion-
ately harm the poor and
last-minute travellers.

It added that inaction by
the state in regulating fare
algorithms, cancellation
policies, service continuity
and grievance mechanisms
constitutes a dereliction of
its constitutional duty and
calls for urgent judicial inter-
vention. The plea also said
that there is no rule to stop
airlines from increasing
prices based on demand
and allowing them such
freedom under essential ser-
vices is unjustifiable.
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Will deposit T50cr in 45 days:
SpiceJet tells HC on dispute

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Spicejet and its promoter
Ajay Singh on Monday
assured the Delhi High Court
that they will deposit 50
crore in 45 days with the
court registry in connection
with a legal dispute with
media baron Kalanithi Maran
and Kal Airways.

Justice Subramonium
Prasad — who has earlier
directed Spicejet and Singh
to deposit around 2144 crore
in the case arising from an
arbitral award against them
in their dispute with Maran
— was told that the remain-
ing 794.50 crore would also
be deposited in the next
ninety days.

On May 4, the bench dis-
missed pleas by Spicejet and
Ajay Singh seeking a review
of a January 19 order to
deposit over 144 crore in
the case. The Supreme Court,
on May 19, however, asked
the airline to approach the
high court for extension of
time to make the deposit.

The senior counsel for

Spicejet and its promoteron
Monday informed the court
that they have received
financial assistance from the
central government amid
the ongoing West Asia crisis
and undertook to pay 750
crore as the first instalment.

He further said that the
balance would also be paid
in the next 90 days.

Considering the stand,
the court deferred hearing
till November on the
airline's plea against the
arbitration award.

It listed the matter in
September as well on the
issue of deposit of 2144 crore
with the registry.

Senior advocate |ayant
Mehta appeared for Maran,
along with law firm
Karanjawala & Co.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi appeared for
Spice]et and Singh.

On January 19, the court
had directed Spicejet and
Singh to deposit 144 crore
with the registry within six
weeks against an admitted
liability of 194 crore pur-
suant to the arbitration
award against them in their
dispute with Maran. On
March 18, the time to make
the deposit was extended by
four weeks.

The matter arises from a
dispute regarding the non-

issuance of warrants in
favour of Maran after the
transfer of ownership to
singh, the controlling share-
holder of Spicejet.

The dispute started after
Singh took back control of
Spicejet in February 2015
amid a financial crisis at
the airline.

Maran and Kal Airways
had transferred their entire
35.04 crore equity shares,
amounting to a 58.46 per
cent stake, in Spicejet, to its
co-founder, Singh, in
February 2015 for just 2.

In May 2024, a division
bench of the high court set
aside a single judge bench
order which had upheld an
arbitral award asking
Spice|et and Ajay Singh to
refund ¥579 crore plus inter-
est to Maran.

The division bench
allowed the appeals filed
by Singh and Spicejet chal-
lenging the single judge’s
July 31, 2023, order and
remanded the matter back
to the court concerned to
consider the petitions afresh.
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Biharrollsouthelicopter
tourismservicelinking
keydestinations

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Patna, 13 July

Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary on Monday
launched the Bihar Heli
Tourism and Air Tourism
Service in Patna, saying the
initiative would openup new
possibilities for the growth
of tourism in the state.

Addressing the gathering,
the Chief Minister said Bihar
israpidly emerging asamajor
hub for modern tourism and
that the state's goal is to
establish itself onthe global
tourism map. He said the
new scheme would enable
visitorstoexplore Bihar more
convenienthy.

He said Bihar is the cradle
of a rich civilisation and
culture, being home to Lord
Buddha, Lord Mahavira, the
world-renowned Nalanda
University, and the ancient
Magadh Empire. The state
government’s objective, he
said, istogive these historical,
religious and cultural treasures
greater recognition at the
national and international
levels while attracting more
tourists to Bihar.

The Chief Minister said
the Bihar government has
been working to develop

Tue,
https://epaper.thestat:

THEHELICOPTERTOURISM
SERVICEWILL COMMENCEON
18JULY AND OPERATEEVERY
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. THE
WEEKLYSERVICEIS EXPECTED
TOBE EXPANDEDINTOA DAILY
OPERATIONIN THE FUTURE.

world-class tourism
infrastructure, which would
notonly help establish Bihar
among the country’s leading
tourismdestinationsbut also
accelerate employment
generation, investment and
overall economic growth

Hesaid the scheme, which
offers helicopter tourism
services at subsidised rates,
would usher in a new em for
the state’s tourism sector by
makingairtourism accessible
to the general public. The
state govemnment will provide
a subsidy of up to Rs15422
per ticket.

In thefirst phase theservice
will connect Patna, Valmikinagar,
Kairmmur and Rajgir.

The helicopter tourism
service willcommence on 18
July and operate every Saturday
and Sunday. The weekly
service is expected to be
expanded intoadaily operation
inthe future.

14 July 2026
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