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Height restrictions within 20
km radius of Noida airport

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA = Noida

o constructions or tree
Np]an[ing is allowed
within a 20 km radius

of the Noida International
Airport without a ‘Height
Clearance’ or ‘No Objection
Certificate’ (NOC) from the
Airport Authority of India
{AAT), officials said.

Noida International Airport
on Friday issued an advisory
for builders and local authori-
ties and others to follow height
limits within 20 km radius of
the airport.

Getting a clearance for any
such activity with the area is
not merely a regulatory formal-
ity but a vital requirement to
safeguard flight operations and
navigation infrastructure from
potential obstructions, Noida
airport’s chief operating officer
(COO) Kiren Jain sai

“As Noida International
Airport nears commissioning,
it is imperative for the public,
real estate developers, and local

authorities to strictly adhere to
the height restriction regula-
tions laid down by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation to ensure the
safety and efficiency of aircraft
operations,” Jain said in a press
statement.  The statement
further added that all con-
cerned parties must approach
local bodies before initiating
any vertical development with-
in the 20 km perimeter.

These bodies will consult the
Colour-Coded Zoning Map
(CCZM) issued by AAI to
assess permissible height lim-
its. Based on the proposed
construction height, the appli-
cant may be directed to appl
for a Height NOC via AATs
NOCAS portal, the press note
said.

This process is governed by
GSR 751(E), Ministry of Civil
Aviation (Height Restrictions
for Safeguarding of Aircraft
Operations) Rules, 2015, which
prohibits any unapproved con-
struction within safeguarded
airspace. Any violation poses

serious risks to Obstacle
Limitation Surfaces (OLS) and
the integrity of navigation sys-
tems, compromising overall
flight safety.

To enforce compliance, the
Aircraft (Demolition of
Obstructions caused by
Buildings and Trees) Rules,
2023, empower authorities to
initiate legal proceedings,
including demolition of unau-
thorised structures or trees
and imposition of penalties
under the Aircraft Rules, the
issued statement stated.

All stakeholders, especially
builders, landowners, and res-
idents, are strongly advised to
halt any unapproved develop-
ment activities within the safe-
guarded zone and obtain the
necessary NOC from AAI at
the earliest.

Timely compliance is essen-
tial to support safe, efficient,
and obstruction-free opera-
tions at the upcoming Noida
International Airport, the state-
ment added.
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Rewa airport boundary
wall collapses in heavy rain
Heavy rainfall in Rewa, Shahdol

Air port wall collapses in Rewa after heavy rainfall on

Saturday
Our Staff Rop orter

0L
—

Rewa air port boundary wall
has collapsed duve to heavy
rain an Saturday. The bound-
ary wall of the airport was
bullt ot & cost of Bs 300 crore.
PM Narendra Modi had inau-
gurated & on October 24, 2024,
On the intervening night of
Friday and Saturday. n Iarge
part of the boundary wall of
Rewa airport collapsed due 1o
rain. After this, water also
filled [nside the airport. Rews
recorded 205mm rainfill

Airport Director AK Mandal
informed Fre¢ Press, There
was heavilywaterdopsingup o
4ft-5ft In the campus of Alrport
after hesvy minfull It led w the
oollapse of boundary wall
Ralny water reached up to the
Wy The entire airport is &
low-iving area. So water from
periculture field rushes 1o~
wards the Alrport side leading
0 hewy witer-Hogging. We
have made green feld o chock
the water logging but this time
Itwas not sufficient

Heovy rainfall paralysed
normal life in Rewa district.
There was flood-like stuaton
due 10 heavy rain [n various
districts e Shahdol, Mandla,
Seond, Balaghat Maihor and
Dindori. Water level of Bansa-
gar dam swelled in Shahdol
triggering flood-like situation
in low-ying areas in Shahdol

An alert has been lssued for
very heavy minfall, thunder-
gorm and lightning, gusty
winds (H0-40 lanph) In Vidisha,
Rajgarh. Guna, Ashoknagar,

| RAINFALL IN

| 24 HOURS

| PLACE MM

| Becharl 251.0

| Majngaon 2384

| Guedh 2200

| Huzur 205.0
Rewn 203.6
Unchehra 196.0
Ajnigarh 180.2
Rampur 189.0
Sidh| 186.8
Churhat 170.0
Rampur Baghetan 154.4

Waterlogging

was up to 4ft-5ftin
Airport campus;
water reached up to
runway: Airport
director

Shivpuri, Kand, Jabalpur,
Damoh Sagar, Chhatarpur, Ti-
kamgarh and Nwari disrics,
Henvy rainfall, thunderstorm
and lighming. gusty winds (30-
40 lemph) are likely in Raisen,
Narmadapuram, Dhar, Indore,
Ratlam. Ufjain, Shajopar, Agar,
Ma e saur, Neemioch, Gwallor,
Datla, Mhind Morena, Sheopur,
Sidhi, Rewa, Mauganj, Satna,
Shahdol. Umaria Dindori,
Narsinghpur, Chhindwara,
Seonl, Mandln, Balaghat,
Panma, Maiher Pandhurna,
Bhopal, Sehore, Betul, Harda,
Burhanpur, Khandwa, Khar
gonie, Barwanl, Alimjpor. Jhe-
bun and Dewns districts.
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CM SETS SEPT 30
TARGET FOR NAVI
MUM AIRPORT

“hh;‘\!

CM Fadnmvis, aloing with his
deputy Eknath Shinde. visited
the airport on Saturday noon
1o ik stock of the progress.

G Mohiuddin Jeddy
and Yogesh Nalk

Teiters @ himdustantime. com

MNAVT MUMBAL With over 54% of
the tanstruction complete, chief
mimister Devendr: Fadnavis has
announced & mrgel of Seplem
ber 30 for the formal inaugura-
tion of the long-wwaited Navi
Mumbai Internntional Afrporn
[NMLA), The greenfield project,
which his seen years of delays, is
being readied at a rapid pace,
with the stite government now
pushing to complete the remuin:
ing work in time for Prime Min-
ister Nurendra Modi to inaugu-
rateiL

Fadnavis, along with deputy
chief minister Eknath Shinde,
visited the NMIA site on Satur-
day neon to mke stock of the
progress. “The airport is pro-
gressing rapidly, with around
H.000 workers on-site. 1f
needed, the workforee will be
doabled o meet the deadline.
Although the September 30 tar-
et s ambitious, we've aligned it
with the Prirme Minister's avails
bikity for the irmuguration,” the
CM tald the media.

The airport project. billed as
ane of India’s most modern ayvis
tinn hubs, is being developed by
the Adani Groupe-led Navi Mom-
bai Intermtional Afrport Lim
ited [NMIAL) in partnership
with CIDCO. 1t will evenmually
handle up to %0 million passen-
sers anmually, micre thisi double
the capacity of Mmnbai's exist-
im Chhatrapati Shiveji Mebora)
Internatiomal Alrpar.

Final work underway
Officials sty the nomway is fully
completed, while terminal con
striictinn is nearing the finish
line. Cmgoing wark includes
imterior ﬁuigfs.ﬁiqudcimullu
Homns, and ceiling work. Most o
the necessary construction and
regulatory clearances are in
place. with only a few commer
cinl operation licences pending,
widch will be processed in paral-
lelwith rermaining constriction.

“The goal s to have sl opers-
toral permissions feady by the
time we begin commercial
Mights" Fednavis said. Domestic
operitions are expecied o com-
mence two months after the
tisvgration, following security
handover and cledmnce by the
Central Industrial Security Force
[CISF). International services
will be launched o few months
therealler.

Mumbai-Pune Eway
missing link deadline
Fadnavis has also urged the
Maharashtra Stute l-lu.l.ld“sml):_\-\d-
opmecnit Corporation (3 o
a.ﬂ'vancl: thie completion of the
‘missing link" project on the
Mumbai-Pune  Expressway
While the current deadline =
Diecember, Fadnnvis, duting a
sttevisit on Saturday, asked offi-
cials toaim for November.
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Noida Int’l Airport issues 20-km ban on

unapproved construction, tree planting

DIPIKA KIROLA

GREATER NOIDA: As the
Moida International Air-
port nears completion,
authorities have issued a
strict advisory of “no con-
struction or tree planting” is
allowed within a 20-kilome-
tre radius of the airport with-
out a Height Clearance or No
Objection Certificate (NOC)
from the Adrport Authority
of India (AAT).

This advisory is aimed at
real estate developers, builders,
local authorities, landowners,
and residents in the surround-
ing area. According to Kiren
Jain, Chief Operating Officer
{CO0) of Noida Inlernational
Airport, obtaining clearance

is not just a formality—it is a
critical safety measure to pro-
tect flight operations and navi-
gation systems from potential
obstructions.

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion has issued height restric-
tion regulations under the GSR
751(E) Rules, 2015 1o safeguard
aircraft operations. These rules
prohibit any unapproved verti-
cal development within safe-

Eua.rd:.-d airspace, as it could
impact the Obstacle Limita-
tion Surfaces (OLS) and risk
the safety of aireraft, a YEIDA
press statement reads.

All concerned parties must
first consult local authorities
before starting any construc-
ton or planting activity, These
authorities will refer to the
Colour-Coded Zoning Map
(CCZM) provided by AAIL
to determine the permissible
height at the proposed site. If
the planned height exceeds the
limie, applicants must apply for
a Height NOC.

A::curd.ing to officials, to
ensure strict compliance, the
government has introduced
the Aircraft (Demaolition of
Obstructions caused by Build-

ings and Trees) Rules, 2023,
These rules empower authori-
ties to take legal action, includ-
ing demolition of unanthorized
struclures or trees and impos-
ing penalties under the Air-
craft Rules. “The airport has
strongly urged builders and
residents to immediately stop
any unapproved development
within the 20 km radius and
apply for the necessary NOC
without delay. Timely compli-
ance is essential to ensure safe,
efficient, and obstruction-free
operations al the upeoming
Moida International Airport,
which is expected to become
a key hub for air travel in the
region” said a senior Noida
International Adrport Limited
{MIAL) aofficial
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Start flights
from Navi Mum

airport by end of
Sept: Fadnavis

B B Nayak, Nisha Nambiar
& Anurag Bende un

Navi Mumbai: Stating that
94% of the work on the Navi
Mumbai International Air
port (INMIA)} was over, CM
Devendra Fadnavis on Sat
= 3 urday said
the remain
ingg work
should pro
coed i such
n way that
vz flrst pas
senger flight can start oper-
atbons by end of Sept

He said airport author-
ities had been asked o in-
crase  Lhe
strength of workers to meet
this iarget. Along with ihe
airport, the Mumbai-Pune
Expressway ‘miszing link'
project will help the state
govt develop an economic
corridor comprising Miom
bai, Mumbai Metropolitan
Reglon and Pune, hesald,

For the ‘missing link’
project too, though MSREDC
has set a Dec 2025 deadline,
the CM said he was hoping
Tor completion in Oct-Nov.

Om his way to Pune by
roadd, Fadnavis reviewed the
of thendrport. Fad-
navis said the new airpart
wotlld have the world's ‘fas-
test hagpage claim system”,

The airport's indtial
phaseswill accommodate 2
million passengers and 0.8
million metric tonnes of
eargo annually from Sept
025, he added.

He expressed satisfac-
thon that PM Modi, wivo per-
formed the ground-break-
Ing ceremony for the alr
port in 2008, will also inaw-
gurate the facility in Sapi
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‘Electrical, software faults in spotlight
as other factors ruled out for Al crash’

—
Rahit Waid
Hewr Dedhi

Aviation experts beliove that
future lines of enquiry by the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Buresu {AAIB) are likeby
to focuis on possibbe electrical
or software malfuncrion that
may have caused the crash of
Air India Flight A1171.

Experis cited the Bureau's
prefiminary  findings mling
out other potential causes
such as weather conditions,
the mircraft’s airworthiness,
pilots” tencies,  bird
strike and substandard fuel.

Quoting the report, ex-
perts told erinessiine that
given the sudden shutdown
ofboth engines and the pilos’
reaction to reverse it, the
AAIE “is expected and should
seriously investigate the elec-
trical or software faukt angle",

Several pilots tald busimess-
line that “no evidence so far
SUppOrts any misconduct
I:hspﬁl]ul:a. Even the mpl:br!:rr
does not blame the pilots.
However, there is a lot of
doubt over electrical or soft-
ware fault,”

FUEL SWITCH

Expertsalso pointed toa 2018
FAA (US' Federal Aviation
Adrministrarion) advisory an

possible  dis ement  of
the Fuel switch locking mech-
anism on similar mind-

els. However, the advisory
was ot congidersd a eriteal

safety issue at the time and
not acted upon by Air India, as
compliance was not mandat-
ory. Veteran aviator Captain
Shaleti Lumnba asked the AATR
why the position of the fuel
control switch is not men-
thomed inthe EAFR.

“AAIR must state i they
refer to this switch’s physical
position or the relays in the
TCEB (Throttle Control Box)
position a5  ‘Run' and
Curol®,” he saad, “The fuel
control switch, when moved,
makes & distinet sound. Has
the voice recorder confirmed
this movement of the switch
prior to the query by one pilog
to the other?”

According vo Mark D, Mar-
tin of Martin Consulting, that

the fuel switches were found
in ‘run’ from the crash evid
ence ltself shuts down the
malicious, binsed, and ap-
palling “theorv ol suicide,”

Martin said the engine
shutdown was most likely due
tovthe faulty Honeywell-made
switch, which the FAA alerted
airlines to in 2018, or further
evidence needs o be re
viewed as to what, from
the switches, caused both en-
gines 1o ghut down on takeoff,

“The crew response was
swift and in line with emer-
gency rocedures.
Everything in d'rrF:iatn shows
they were trying 1o gave the
aircraft, not bring it down,”
another expert wold
hiestessline,

Fuel switch locks are safe: US FAA,
Boeing to civil aviation authoritics

—
Routers
WashingroniMew Delhi%oncreal

The LE Federal Avation
Adminstratonand Boeing have
p'hﬁ:lyiu.nd nabfcabons that
the fuet switch lacks on Boeing
|:Ia'1= are wals adocumer sesm
by Rewrers showed and four
sourceswath knowdedgeof the
ruatter s,

Thie FAAs Conginued
Arworthiness Motifcation on
Juiby 11 carne after s prebminary
repoet on Fricay into lastmonth's

By TET-8 crash that kiked
26l peophe, mised questions
TheFAAsnotfication ool
aviation auchorities, seen by
anﬂs.ﬁd‘a&m@hﬁ.d
control swich desigr, inchiding
!hcb\:ihﬂfﬂlurt.asiﬂh o
varous Bosng srplane modkds,
the FAL dors ot considar this
(55 15 e anuresafe condition
thatwouldwarrantan
Alrsgrthiness Directive anany
B i plane miodels,
Including the Model BT
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Plane truth

Dien’t tise Adr Indian crash mterfm repovt b assign Mame

T Ise preliminnry report of the Alreraft Aceident
Investigation Bureau (AAIE) into the crash of
Air India Flight AL17Y offers a chilling
finding: fucl supply to both engines was cut off three
seconds after take-off from Ahmedabad. Fuel-contral
switches for each engine, which are not meant to be
tevuchid during fight, were found to hove moved from
“Run' to “Cutoff™, effectively shutting down bath
wngines ot a critical moment of acent,

The simultuneous and unexplained cotoff
of fuel casts s long shod ow over the tragic
ineident, witle also opening up several
difficult questions, The AALB has
acknowiedged the improbabilicy of acddental
activation, s the switches are spring-loaded
aned mechanically protected against
unintended movement. It fas not, bowever,
eetnblished definitive cowee orintent, Wasitn
mechanisl falbiore? Was there sn inusbvertent
signal from an extemal system? Orwas there
amoment of human error under duress tha
we sthll donot fully understand®

Further complicating the picture are
techaieal advisories from the past cited by the
AATR report. While the report has not
revomnmensded “actions to Boging 78787
engine operaters and makers “az this stage”,
it did refier toa 2018 US Federal Aviation
Adptlsmistratlog (FAL) warnimj n'plrr] itlg
potential issues with the fuel control switch
locking mechanism on varions Boeing
il1|.l|J|.']l|.TJu'1J.:u:rn1r||.t came aftes ru'[md‘l'.t-[iml
these switches were srometimes installed
without the kocling feature engaged,
potentially allowing for inadvertent
moverment during Aighr. This advisory s
relevant to the Alr Indin erash, as the alromft
wvelved, a Bocing THY-8, hod the same type aof
fuel eontrol switches with the anme locking
mechanksm The fact that such volnerabilities
were known and vet not addressed throagh
hinding regulation, raises questions about
eversight and compliance

Renctions from the sviation communicy
have been sharp, particubsely from prlots®
wizncintions, There is concern that the
narrutive emerging from the preliminry
findings appears too quick o lean on the
pemsitsility of pilot errorn Excerpts from the
cockpit vobce recorder, particularly one
exchunge where one pilot ks heard nsking,
“Why did yowcut that off 77, huve been
interpreted by some as siggestive of blame
But without full comtextual evideniee, such
l:l':lFI:IIi'I'I[i shirald not be used Lo cast
aapersions, especinlly when the pilots ane no
longer nfive to rexpond. Pilots” amions have
rightly coutioned syninat what they percelve
s pattern; a tenkency to shift focus towards
cockpit error when systemic or design issues
may be at play. There |s discomiormwith the
possibilicy thar conclusbons mury be drawn in
wirits Thdt shield alserafk manufacturem from
deocper scrutiny. The AATR report tsa
prediminary document. Toextrapolate hlame
ur motive from it b to rsk underminbng the
imtegrity ol the investigation, The final report
will hopefully be shaped by exhanstive
technieal analysis, consulrstion with experis
i full eronsparency.



Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 14 JULY 2025

fora wes

a9 18 37k 126

JeCdl B BHT

1Ta1zsﬁa%ammmﬁa’a=rw1€rws‘%maﬁ
STH &I 171 % AR B % oIE 3T
TR UfSe SReieH &1 (TTeTRsT) &
TR i o A STarel & 3 ST A I TS
X fou €1 59 o1e® H 260 AR H A & W o
Zexe faferet T StiiTESe (STt ) Ft
STIRTR % T o STAvd 2012 T ed TUSTEs s
i wavayul @ Hiifth I8 e T8 5N R e ®
ATIET 6 < AT TR B oh S T TG 3T & | WY
e o frepd & steshet aret T wnfier €, ST A A
Hifedi o TSI oh S Y T 1R 1 2 e e
o R WS Tehiet ohl Teea § qrait | Rt ¥ ferm =erent
T f¥TRT T TR ST St TR e arett 81

TR e 1 SRR § e ST T for et
171 IS WA % 30 ThE o W GHCARI &1 1T 21
% fom U oS W soieh ¥ ffehedel o STHEe )
TR T 217 | el 3 Sl UBet W fom Tt 4 ‘WS
1 SMITRIA TR TS off | Tt 3h ARfies R
e & foh SO oht S8 STl IS A o L G g
1 TS oft Riifer W Sherer o=l &1 =’ | S W
f&m T ol Shiehfue aifaw Nehfet ht RS & saret
T i a1 T € 2R Uk Trete 3 O W ST R S
RIET [T S8 R fohRa 2 9 T GEY UReie Edl © o
35 fEa= &g 78t foram| R sTramsit ot ye=e 8t
Yt | UiE | 2018 T STHNERT thetel UusH Teii-
TR o Ueh Jeifes T T sare feam 7, fores wpe
e =it wffelT romTett + fesrhe oht o et TS <ft <
8 e HRITeR ot Wehfcr AT T 3TR 39 & =i STHfard
TR HFT TR o7 2R 98 I € F Tad-17 e s
HIT el S o SRITT WR £ 1 37 oIS o fermm
i ST T2 et of| KA o1 7% e o sreredn
ST & o ST a1 St SEuAwT 1 3o fmfareii &
foru feredt smraTs st STgera 78 i T

TUSTESH ! 15 T it RIS 2 Ay fegepa a5 & &6
T TTTC! ol <[k ohT STCehell ol S feal & | 38 ERret
Y e Tl I T GRT ST &1 4 ST FHeH
Tehet 21 FRATE o Aeiott T Gifedl o GRS i foRT ST
T ST TR IS TR 81 BRI STk forRTsh o Rare.
A AT i § AR FEl & % Wer S| g
AT ek o I7 qehetent @, 39 fawy W eI
SR i ST 21 T8 ot 7T @ foh R & wga
TR YT & | RUTe H et T e foh e shele feerer
I IS o TS & Hhe o dIG 81 Y fea | e 78
oft el & foh T TR alfer A kst UfeR Wik ST haret
Tt ST AT & ST S ST et B ST €, 9 3§
TR 3 A TG | B T 7| SHY Fohdt forean € foh
fomm % STHA ¥ W 33d B SHT g9t @G 81 T |
RIS TIE RepSt qAT 37T Tehrien! ARSI Sl T
SHHR 3 {1 BTCH i SoTe Tl Tt §feshet 2|

AR e w5 9 Higd AUg  9e Fwr e R
e ST ST I Tt 0 T8t TgeT =fed Fiifh T
TRfeh frreshel Ueh Sifeet STt JETTd & Sit e H |
Tk HTeT et | ot % § foh sant srere R S
T oY TS | LTS ol STl S o T TareTsrsTa ot et
TE & | ST e RIS % U § Si R 9
T % o GAHTEeher SRR €1 58 STRe Jre
TR TS IS % TEH, Th ©R ¢tk e
TRt 31R weh fermr farfehea e onfirer €1 ke
T METTQT 3 fereTas T oft wfeierer Tl o BT ST
TR foRar & @R ST & TdieT siferes T ®9 §
[ 7 e |




Corporate Commumcatmns Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHI

14 JULY 2025

| TR sfed wetE 171 fome

| T o TR TS Ueh ST
¢ e & wfiyes fFrehat o

| oheToh | TS 1 W hleh

| ST R P ST o et

35 @ %) wR g b w8

§trraaaﬁrl%|aﬂa?r1%mﬁv

. fop =g 787-8 fomm & <A
: T o WIS shole e i
{12 ST ! {99 % 3SH T
| % AES O Uehe a1 ‘T |
| ‘et ot fRufe H w6 e
{ T o fSEY 31 9 At 39
| foM 3 oTa® 3SH awar
@Y e S | e
Wﬁ%mdaaﬂﬁ%’l
| 3% ‘He A B W I Bl
| g frerT T e ST @
| SR

| R ew & URere @
| gEd e T S AT
| PR e gifereie T
ST SEIHTE el TR e T8
¢ 9T el fopar I foh R &bt
| =TTk T o fohdll WeR BN
| B9 ¥ &g fopam T A feew
| o R TeEE A aSe 4 Y
| Ty S B M| TH AR
e 7 e, R § e e
iﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁaaﬁ@rﬁw
: ofreher foRam T o 41 E|
i fedt 7 3 B ¥
| TR og fopar A f
| Frreem e e i g
;wﬁa'c:%w

| PBAFD TR @H g el
¢ e o e fopan fop et =t
i By ¥ o R mm iR
| o ¥ e T T
 fora for 9 wet s Tl X
| 2 IvTTEE e R H AR ast

u ST RUIE & Urrere) &t
el Bt 3R Gebd fpy
SIM A 3T R DS qard

» R $f$a1 % % urIere!
A el fp AR 3R
FARTAETATID©

T B ST 30 wny R o
I T8T T | ST 18] foh o gl
it e feman @ €1 e ware
fdid o weh TR St 6t SR
A HAT R

TF 3 IR TReie o
T, ‘TR ST g1 3 38H
& oIS Ueh W1 9 HEAT 8¢
i fean 3R fam 6 o5 TRy
@amﬁmﬁa‘rm@
Siftem & H1Y 3 W W@
ST e Tl asTe el gdl
Tt €, T Qe I I
fashetar AT ST =nfeul’

wueTEsl i RaE # St
ISl ot ST ol sherel
e fewmm snfier femam wan @
STEl Ueh Yrele GO § Jed ©
o = 39 e =1 et
fohar 21 39 W T <TeTh
TS T © o SE T el
PN I FsE e aE AT’
F TR T2 iR foum &
Tfgehel hioTsl eied TRER o
SE B TT | 39 Bl | o
T HaR 241 I o STATeT 19
T AN St i o T el
T TG THeRING ®F §
TR |

R fear & TS =l |
Fel, '30 Wehe | TE WA &l
T A, Aee, TR e,
gifstfere Ye S ST T

[ T T2 39 Sl Bl =l

EHRIEGRE IR VAT ED]
T 37 &1 bt TR o1 S
IS H ISR SRS
foue & aR o FHH FTD
AT 2

(99 g3 8 W)

AR ST R
JUAACTTH ...

TS5 1 1 2N

A S S Ierel o
S i ==l Sl S TE
gHfTaa w3 & foh SeH s 3
3EH WO H ITh S W
qeme €1 9 SE A
fezgmar @ s o TR e
TR o} SSH ! TishaT ST T&T
ST ST @1 AT 8 ikl @
7T ferT =hT ST fevem Tdl
Y IR I3 ST 2| qisifed
eIl & fop e gefea &g
TR 9% @1 § X fiRR o
e R =1 o e =l
frder a1 31 ke % o 2
TR Rl

iferT a5 fsha 8T g3l 9%
I R TS B BT AT? 2
Iz et for 37 o H AU o
g Goha TEI 2|

TR e & wE fome
TRl 4 2018 H TR
Tetel UfauyH TeHResH
BRT SN U geife & ftsh
fopa Frars <rare < 7 oft fom
EEEEFICE EER Gl)
I TR T ST=IE & sig
| B e g
Af et 7@ o SR R Sfear T
fr g S H gfe Fi e fm s
I ST e i Y| TRICTET §RT

RN, =TeTe g & fSrReHl
IR STEHTETE H BIed aret
ST TR 1o i @il o @rer
B WR e i R-wi1e! Tefle
RIS | ohT Wfci=iferee st arett
o wARfad  Umee"
T (eTeddT)
R = TH WH A W
Sfeahel ol WIS H foar fom
T G - STt S8 oI
o feam =l
T T S

et ek fo femM aed i ol ST g
IS ® 9 el 3 o 5
T T W S b1 3TE ol
2| wueTEst % qd
SR 2020 o
FHITHIS T 3T T
TR e T
e 9T 100 ¥
ferw geesll @l
S T =gt feka,
T, ‘IRfe R o
ot off frepd W
TRIEel | U it off
et & | 28 TuSTEel bl v,
frremer 3R qRee adish @ 1o
ST IR S S e’ T
a1 foh 376 &I 36 a1 W BT
e fof e oie R 53T I 3=
e, it R @ o el
T S

R fear = e o
TR RO Grestes §9 &
Y2l a1g VHER i TR i
IS T T T H @R Efear s
TR SAMYE & NS
wwantﬂwwﬁ&mﬁﬁ
R R iR Y 9o
@@ﬁﬁaﬁmt—mﬁmlw

IS LS o TR H T STH W
ST = WeeR 1 39 s i
T SRS 38 Ueh e et
SR foRaT - ‘B Wagd
TR IS 171 T HaR

T, ‘12 Sl STEHIER
e iefer o e e S
TeTE171 ¥ IS Sifern gEg
T St Rte enferemien
WA TE R



FEHSEG TS 31% T
se o’ 12 hl T
11341%171 el oh g9 |
fer= gl ST =3 = 319+
TR TeR FOIE Wi < € | STiehdl
mwaﬁwwﬁ%ﬁaﬁ
I°h gtld"llil{-d LRI L $IS€|T °h o
foM o 399 e e s Ui
T = 9 U A, f5EE S Fl
$ﬂdlaﬁaﬂﬁmm€fw
R g g2 | <o H fise dF
e affsyes faume sy
(a1 (2000), HIR®
(2010) 3R hifsEpe
(2020) ¥ ol SRl HB T
ST HEAT |

T faHT 214 (2000)
Tl § 17 SR, 2000 Hi

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHI

14 JULY 2025

TARH TR i 35H Hielh-
7412 @t g1 60 NI hl
i &1 T i1 91" 2001 I
TIHR I Tl T hle AH
AT bl FRUTE T g g
o7 foF I8 BIGHT YT <hl TeAd!
g g3

e 9§ = 3man

e ¥ weEe e 8k
gaTe 373 ol &M § aqela,
UeAT B8 3T ohi &Il b
AeToi RUlE 9 faeer ey

%l Ueh foehey o ©9 H foehfad

F o Y- Td o I

TSl ol 8, STHIR ATARIT
T H{H, < W H AR eHEA

SYHLOT TS Hid Sl
RIS Rt TS

HITTE EI6ET (2010)

22 3, 2010 ol HI[& Bdls
IS W U Efear Tauy i
S ETFI-812 ol GHeT
T 158 TR ol Hid 81 T8 o)
Hle AH TFR | 3HH o
Ul @l TTerd! 9 TR
ST U@ T 4RI S1LG.
TREA §RT TXhR bl Qi T2
Rae & faum o «E b
CHEIE R ER HECER D G
ST STl SISt 737- 800 forr
HE-G G99 & dEs[e
el eI I TN

ST ® &1 |THA 3T
S HAEE BAl o7
gAYl Cae-e T
fESTE 3T GR&T yonferdi |
T e 37 | St Ruie
T gaE 3Tl W ded) JHele
R Usie, RN wfen ¥
e IR Fisfie 9= &
foeg, Sgax WfTeror qem W
T YTl ohl ST Hied
He<aqul o= FRe Yami
ol RIS &l 718 o)

ISR BISET (2020)
7 3T, 2020 @rﬁ%m@

eI Bl TR, ﬁﬂﬁzwﬁn
TR T 3R 169 I g U |
QUETES! A 39 HeAThI STaH
TS % Tedd! SR LT

%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁwa@aﬁ{tﬁaﬁmﬁﬁﬁm

ﬂiwf%rmmaﬁﬁ aﬂwﬂm
fopaT| o R faeH o ded gals
g IS &3 737-800 famm A
TR SITCST o qﬁlvrﬁﬁlohls h
AUl aA-21q T W &l

AR ATST 1 U fomam) wAferd

S 110 Hic TeA @E | S
R

e | =it g et

TSRS = 79T ST Ruie o
Teel &l 9% ffercdiy
T TTen g o ST b
oY o ek GURI ol &1

ﬁl S AT ehl el
H{d T/ IeH G & o
Sfeh fergeteX afereor @]
FH 3R AeTh A HHE
el & FCTehTcT bl HSTed e
1 QY {AT| TR 3Tgf I
300 HieX deh ol &t 8731
foraR % 37% 2024 T 941
caA-2 {Hd W Heldrd
ARl g & & 9
FaoRITT ot | ST = T
?m"qﬁmml:lgfmﬁa@r sAfereh
H A & HY AT W
PIREERSRIRERI

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



AIRPORTISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHT 14 JULY 202E

Low visibility
AAIB report needed more technical clarity

Last week's preliminary report by the Alrcraft Accident Investigation Bureau
{AAIE) onthecrash of Air India Dreamlimer Flight 171 to London on June 12, killing
260 people, has raised more questions than answers. The probe by the AAIB, which
was set up in 2012 to comply with the Internaticnal Civil Aviation Organization's
{IZAD's) recommendations, is significant because it comes a little over three years
after the Tata group acquired Air India. But the report appears to ratse a raft of
speculative conclusions, which will neither bring closure to the victims" families
nor offer clardty on safety protocols for the aviation industry, The report’s lack of
clarity on the role of the pllots is also troubling.

The plane crashad 30 seconds after takeoff from Ahmedabad, ploughing intoa
dinctors” hostel in a crowded locality. One of the pilots had submitted a Mayday call
just before the crash. The AAIR's prefiminary report sald the fuel supply to the
enginesstopped moments after takeoffbecause the fuel-control switch had shifted
from “rn” to “cut-off ™ position. Recordings from the cockpit voice recorder (CVR)
report one of the pilots asking the otherwhy he had switched offthe fuel switch, to
which the reply was that he hadin't. The report does not identify the wolces. It also
citesa 20 Special Alrworthiness Information Bulletin of the United States (LIS)
Federal Aviation Administration. which flageed a disengagement issue with the
fued switch-locking mechanism. Because the bulletin was advisory and the issue
was not deemed an unsafecondition requiring a legally enforceable airworthiness
directive, AlrIndia had not conducted inspections on its fleet. Addingto the ambi-
guity is the statement in the report that there was no recommended action for
Boeing or manufacturers of the GEnx-1B engine.

The problem with the AAIB's 15-page repaort is that it has sparked damaging
speculation about “pilot ermor™ or, worse, pilogsuicide. Meither finding has abearing
on comipensation payoutsto the families ofvictims. But experts have sharply criti-
cised the report, pointing out that theissue ofwhether the fuel “cot-off ™ was a result
of human error or a technical flaw requires more comprehensive information. i
hias been sugpested that the order ofevents presented in the report is confused. The
report ststes that the fuel-control switches moved tocut-off position some seconds
after the liftoff. But the report also notes that the Bam Air Turbine, or the backup
power source that activates only after both engines fail, was deployed immediately
after takeoff, suggesting that the engine ceased functioning before liftoff or the
moment the aircraft's wheels left the ground. Without an analysis of the full tran-
script of the CVR and other technical data, it is impossible to gain clarity on the
cause of the crash.

Civil Aviation Minister K Ram Mohan Maidu has rightly urged the media and
the public not to jumyp to conclusions since, as he has pointed out, these prelim-
inary Aindings are just the beginning of a complex investigation, which will take
at least a year. The question is why it was issued with such obvious gaps. The
AAIR investigation team is not lacking in expertise. Itis led by the director gen-
eral, who is a former Indian Afr Force aermonauntical engineer, and includes
members from the US National Transportation Safety Board, an airtraffic control
officer. and an aviation-medicine specialist. India had also granted a request for
observer stams for an ICAO expert. Given this collective expertise, a report with
clear findings would have been in order.
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Pilot error or not, insurance
payout unlikely to be affected

ANTHIRA WA RIER
Mumbal By

With the imitial findings of the Adr-
craft Accident Investigation Bureai
AAIR} on last month's Air Toedis
crash in Ahmedabad not explicithy
altributing the incidenl to pilot
ertor, industry experts said -
ance payouls watilkd nol be affeced
evett il that were the case.

“The insuranceamount has tobe
paid by the airfine bacaiwee even il it
witd an exnor by the pilot thal caused
the accident, it i% covered in the
policy. The insvirsnee ameotnt has to
be paid irrespective ol the scenanio.
Alsn, some of the victims have
appraached a UK law firm 1o get
bether oompensation.” an insurance
breoker told Business Stardarnd

The anly case where thete coulkd
bea change b insurance payout is i
Adr India’s management wene fownsd
by be aware of the accident and the
accident was delibenine.

“Pilot's mistake does not clange
anything. The Estimdics is @8l pay-
able. Only il the managemen! has

B

Industry exgerts have estimated nsurance cladms Lo e tune of

S473 million

deliberately crashed the aircralt or
were aware of the pilot"s condition,
people might be eligibde for higher
compensation. Bug, it & too earky 1o
comment om L7 another durance
biroder Dol B ness Sramderd.
Typically, an aviation claim
mcluides three kinds of labilites:
damage o the sircrafl, loss of Hves

PHOTIET

whowere abodnd the airerall, nciud-
g the crew members, and Thind-
party Eahilaty becavise of loss of Tives
where the aircrall crashed, and
cargo liabdlary.

Thethird-party Rahility comgpen-
sxtion for those who kst Lheir lives i
goveriied by the Montreal Comven-
tion, which applies to madt interms-

tiomal Hights.

Under the Convestion, airfines
arestrictly liahies for damagesiipioa
certain  threshold — corrently
around special drawing rights [(SDR)
128 B3 or approximately ¥ 130 crore
per passenger — and can be held
lEable for higher amounts il negli-
gence,  inchiding pilot error, is
prosen,

Industry experts have sitimated
nsisrance claims o the tunes al S§73
milHom, with $125 nxillion for the hull
and the remaining $350 million for
Iiabiliry, which imediades third-party
IEabiliry o wedl.

Marjor part of the claims will Hlely
e borme by glohal reinsurers, = avi-
atiom policies are Lypacally struc-
tured  with prinsary  insurers
translerming a significant partion of
the risk through seissdrance
armangeiments, State-owned GIC Re
will pany about 513 per cent of the
5475 million — 4 per cenl rom obdi-
gnlory oesgion and Li3 per oent
wrillen through s Lomedon branch.
it will make the provision b O,
which Will be bess thah T200 crore.
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What India’s last 3
air crashesrevealed
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Dismay, uncase
among A-I pilots
after crash report

They Hag its vague’ language and
omission ol key technical details
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Dismay, unease among Al pilots after crash report

The AAE repart imcludes s briel coclgit exchange: One
prilot aske why thes fuel was cut off: the other repliss he
did ot do it A muyday call followed seconids later,
belone the abrcraft plunged into a hostel compouncd
belonging to B MesBcal College, killing 241 people on
‘board amd 19 o the ground. One passenger survived

“In 30 seconds, Uhat's all they said? Whens are the
standand callouts Bke Vi, rotale, gear ip, and posilie
rate? Why has that transcript oot beenincluded 7™ cxid
an Alr Indis pilol, relerring Lo mandatory vechal coes
during tikedl that comfirm spesd milestoness and pir-
crafl configliration.

These starsland callous serve as verbal chackpoints
Between pilots to ermione both are aligoed duriog the
most critical phase of fight. *Vi™ oarks the speed
beyond which takeoll must contimie even il thene 2
probiem; “rofale” is the momenl when the aircafl’s
nose ig1ilted alfthe ninway; “positive rale™ badicates
that the plane s cimbing sofily: and “gear op” inst naes
retraction of the landing gear.

Several cockpil crew members criticised what they
s “ambi oo nguape™ and key omiskions. There
was iy reference, They noted, W akerts from the Elec-
tromic Centralised Adreral Monitorng (EICAS)system,
which logs warmings inresld time. “10(he switches were
moved, or fuel flow was miermupted, sursly there
wolikl ve been engine shuldown aberts?™ a pilof said

s roissing B any mentionol the Emengency Loca-
tar Transaitter (ELT), acrash-survivable device meant
lor activate autoamatically. “Why did it oot tHgRer?” o
jprilot asked. "IN didn't sctivate, either it was domaged,
oot functioming, or mproperly nstafled” the pilat
added

“We el deeply disturbed and demoralised by the
way this reparn lasbesn foaned, and by the conclu sioms
ther peneral priblic & deawing From i, oo pilot said.

Molaivy Adr India prilots pormted bo oo 3018 salely bull-
etin issued by the US Federal Avintion Admatinistration
[EAy) that had warned ol potential mabinctionsin the
Iocking mechaniam of fiel switches with Uhe same part
riambwer {4 TLELF-30N ued on the Boeing 787 Whiks the
nufvisary was nol mandatoey, Adr Indizconfrmesd it did
ot comduict the advised inspections. Tt may have been
advizory, but nol acting oo @ was a lapse. Especially
whien the throttle quadrant an this plane was replaced
Iwice —anoe in 2o s again in 2003 Why wasn't [his
checked?™ o pilat asked

Tlots alsn radssd conoeris sboul the data captisred
by the Flight Data Recosder. “Dad it bog the switch posi-
tion or the valve status dowisineam? 17Cs recording
by electrice] commands, even a momentony short cir-
cuit or poswer Auchationoauld show upasa fied cotofl
event,” one pilot explyined.

dlamchs,” i1 sairl.

training, and operale doder the highest safery stan-

An experienced Dreamlbiner pilot at Adr India also
raiser] o techuisa theory: “Once the Rim Adr Tarbine
(RATI deploys after otal power loss, only the captain's
(Bl sear) display systems remmain active, I the Arst
affcer [right sent ) was the one flying at takeodl, the cap-
Lain mary henve taken contrel immediately past-thrust
loss. Bul agait, the report dossn’t clarfly amy of this:
Who was Aying when mayday was called? Who tried
engine relighr®

Adr Erufin and the Minstry af Civil Aviation dil nat
immediately respond to Busness Standand's querdes
reganing this maller.

The prefiminany report has ool issued any directive
1o planemaker Bocing and eoginemaker GE.

When asked aboiil the concerns missd by pilots,
Bo=ing reitersted on Sunday the statesment it had
imsuied a day earlier: “Our thonights remain with the
loved ones of the passengers and crew on board Adr
Imehia Flight i71, as well as everyone affected on the
ground in Ahmedabad. We continoe o suppoart the
irrvisstgalson and owr custoonens. We will defir to the
AN e provide informati o sbail AT nadheremne
with the UN Intemational Chil Aviation Organization
protocal known as Annes 137

In a statemen! on Sanday, the Enilian Commercial
Hlote” Assaciation (ICPA], which nepressenis narrow-
by [Ee=et pilots at Adr Bndia, refected speculation that
the crew could hove shut afTthe fuel delfberately. *Uneil
the official investipation & concluded and the koal
reporl is published, any speculation is unacceptabkes
and mizst be condemmed. The crew acted in Hne with
their training under extremely challenging condi-
taions,” the association said.

The ICPA also denousiced the “neckless amd
wifonimdesd Ensimiation” circulaling in some quarters,
including foreign media which hinted ot pilot Suickde.
“There is absaluledy no basis for such a clim. Pilots
iemdlengn extensivie peychologicsl senssming, recurment

The Airline Pilots” Association of India (ALPA) has
separalely alleged that the ivestigation naay be hiae)
“The tone and dinsction of the iovestgalion sigiest o
bridss Eowards pilot ermoc.. we strongly olject to this line
afthoght,” ALPA said, demancding, that its represen-
tafgves beallowed to obderve the investigation procesd

Eveni [ormer investigators have onged restrodnt.
Aurchindo Hasda, former chief of the AATH whe led
probes inle more tham 100 crushes, including the Air
India Express crash al Kozhikode airport in
202, told PTE "It will be too prematune o
draw any conclusions, including the role of
oneolthe pElots, from the preliminay report.

We should allow the AAIR 1o complete s
ivvestigaiion ina Coir, wibissed and transpar-
ent manner.”

Hansda saidd the focus maow should be an
whry amd how the fiel switches moved to
CUTOFE. “That's what the Tl repart should
establish ™ he noted

With Lensions rinnizgg high, some Air India

pilods say the preliminacy Godings have [eft
thint rneasy shout operaling the Dreamfiner
vintil more carity isavailable, One senbor cap-
Lain sakd the aidise should conmsider proac-
Lively inspecting the fusl control switches
across Lhe entire Oeet mather than relying an
selective chiecks, adding that caution should
ke precedence over conveniénoe.

Amother pilot noted that the prefiminary
repart mses unresolved techaical questions
il that any premabeee concusons aboual
crew eror would be deeply unfortunate,
expecially il sulsequent ivdings point oo
riachaitical or électoomic Bl

I commaiicat fon sent by pilods an Sat-
uirclay — bouirs after the prelimitory repon was
muide puhlic — Manish Uppal, semior vice
presilent for light operations a1 Adr India,
acknowladaed the tragedy and sireaced the
timpartance of learning from it. “Prefiminary
imvestigation report has been officially
releasend in the recenl tragic accident inval-
wing our fight Ali7e from Ahmedabad 1o
Lomtbon Gatwick on Jure 12, As aviation pro-
Tessiomals, we inderstand Lop fnportance
from every safey event B the learming to
ensure sale skies,” Uppal said

He noted that the incdent has deeply
imprected the airline’s pilol comumanity and
the brreader aviation frternity. “The initial

repart gives the aivlinean initial insgght. This isnot the
It wond, but an imsportant ep in Identifying Betom
and ensuring that all possible measires ane taken 1o
prevesit such a tragedy from reoccurring, ™ he added.

Uppad also said thal pilots ane rained (o remain
calm under pressure, o continudoishy keam, and (o act
decisively, amd orged them to apply those vakies now.
“Together, we will reflect, react aid rise moe than
before." e said. Ar India, be noted, will soon onganise
a dedicated session to collectively review the Andings
ol the: report.



oo

AIRPORTS AUTH

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIEK BHASEKAR JATPUR 12 JULY 2025

BERIETE FelTge H debrlep!
TRTET, 20 € deb Wet 38!
SR | RS | geEE o W UsH e usae
=l TAEE i AR i T-11o @l o el 18 F
a1 T9E 20 S ol sy AmE ¥ v
AP TAE W Wl 3| e U i
T FI GRS HEUEE- 2872 TEAR H U
12:20 & SR § 3T & fFT @A e
oft, Tt TR 3 = Sl i FEen o &
2 7 o T 35 AR tEE S A
175 TN =l TR T TO9THT 361 FEA 6 92T
H H @ Al H] 374 FoIRE | S



AIRPORTS AUT HORIT"I’ OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN CHRONICLE HYDERABAD L3 WL 0eh

Vol. 88 No.193 Established 1938 | 28 paces | <..

COckplt audio hints at cut off of
fuel flow, confusion: AAIB report

Pilot: Why did you cut off the switches? 2nd pilot: I did not; AAIB finding shocks

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, JULY 12

The Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau'’s
(AAIB) preliminary report
on the Air India flight 171
plane crash in Ahmedabad
mdicates fuel supply was
shut down to both engines,

one after the other, as the 1:38.42: Flight progresses to recovery
fuel slfltchlle-s were sh.lflifdl x achieves maximum ® Engine 2 relights,
from “Run” to “Cut Off airspeed of 180 knots. unable to recover.

mode immediately after

TO TRAGEDY

1 PM 38 MINUTES AND 39
SECONDS: AllT1 takes off
(transitiones to air mode)

THE NEXT 12 SECONDS

THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BUREAU (AAIB)
REPORT RECORDS THE LAST CHILLING MOMENTS BEFORE THE
CRASH OF THE BOEING 787-8 DREAMLINER OPERATING AIR INDIA
FLIGHT Al 171 FROM AHMEDABAD TO LONDON ON JUNE 12.

EXT NINE SECONDS
SIGNS OF ENGINES
SWITCHING ON.

@ Engine 1 relights,

tﬂktf-nﬂ“. resulting in g 1:39.05: PILOT
engine shut down and the FUEL cut-off switches TRANSMITS “MAYDAY
accident. moved from ‘run’ to ‘cut-off, MAYDAY, MAYDAY™

irThe Tj‘uund Eic_ked up with a gap of one second. R TRV o
om the cockpit voice contro
recorder of the ill-fated Both mﬁ?ﬁﬁg:f:ﬂtgz asks for callsign.
Boeing 787 aircraft .tlm.t e L 4 THERE IS NO
crashed on June 12 indi- OMNE PILOT ASKS THE | Fuel control switches on the RESPONSE
cates that during the take- OTHER WHY HE CUT OFF | B787-8 aircraft
off I;l; fuel system transi- FUEL SWITCHES. THE 1:39.11: Aircraft data
tioned from “Run” to “Cut . . recorder stops
Off", prompting one of the SR % EI:-I.&E'S'A-I'E 1:3B.AT: RAT starts producing power. ;
pilots to ask the other, _ ™. | 1:38.52: Engine 1 fuel cut-off 5"‘:‘“" ATC OBSERVES
"Why did he shut it off?" Ram air turbine, an emer- | transitions from ‘cut-off" to ‘run’. plane crashing
The second pilot respond- gency generator, deploys. | 1:38.54: Awdliary power unit opens. | 144.44: Airport fire
ed, saying “he didn't do it” —— | 1:38.56: Engine 2 fuel cut-off switch | tender leaves for

The pilois then tried to AIRCRAFT loses height. | switched to ‘run’. rescue.
bring the fuel switches
back to “Run” mode and SWITCHES SWITCHES DREAMLINER | FAA hadin
attempted to relight the _ guarded with have to be switches are 2018 flagged
engines, due to which VETERAN pilot says posi- | brackets so pulled up located under CONCErns on
Engine 1 showed partial tion of a fuel switch can- | that there are | manually the thrust the switches.
recovery, but Engine 2 was be changed acciden- | no accidental before chang- | levers in the Al said check
incapable of sustaining tally, there is a procedure. | movement. ing position cockpit. was not must
any recovery.The pilots
tried to bring the fuel partial recovery, but deployed Thirtytwo sec- [ Page 15: RAT deployed,
switches back to “run” Engine 2 did not. The ram onds after it took off, the alreraft crashed after 32

mode. Engine 1 showed

air turbine (RAT) got

aircraft crashed
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Al crash probe: Fuel was
cut oft soon after takeoff

One pilotasked other if he toggled fuel switch, got ‘no’ asreply

Al crash report: Fuel was
cut off soon after takeoff

Alcrash, fromPage 3 does not recommend any

SUMIT FANDE
NEW DELHI, DHMS

oth the englies of the
Bf:m‘lu] Alr Indea Might
171 weere starved of fuel
wiillin seconsds of the aircralt

takdmg ol i hiel switchesran-
sittoned from run’ o ‘cunnl

Let’s not jump

to conclusions:
Minister Naidu
Civil Aviation Minisier
Kistjarapn Ram Mohan
Nithdu on Satuiriday sasd

Both engines crossed the
takeoffdecisionspeed, which
was consistent with the liftolf
parameters, Within three sec-
onds, the aircraft achieved a
maximum recorded speed of

action to Boeing, or GE, the
engine manufacturer, or Air
India, the aireraft operator.
A day after the crash, the
AAIB recovered one of the
black boxes from the roof-
top of the hospital where the

podition, one after the other, irisimmature o jump ¥ & %
withina gapofonesecond. ac 1o conclusions at this 180 knaots, and immediately  aircraft crashed. The second
o, fmrcdadsaro b Y | et R e s thereafter, the fuel supply blackboxwas recovered from
the Boeing 787-& Dreamliner The Air India plane that crashid moments after takingoff  medabad, as the AATR to both engines was thedebrisonJunelf, 2025,
lastmonih from the Ahmedabad alrport, lles on a bullding. 7 A has only released th
SEIT N Fil on e . .
 The report ”-'?""1"?’ by mmm'ﬁ smtcheld off. b . AAIB, \_-vl-lzu:h operates un-
it AUCCTalE Acoident ey B -
i Rt UAATE: s 5.5 st '[’he investigation team is dprﬂ_te Ministr _\fof‘(]wllﬁma
released ntc on Fridey, 2~ STeW agency. reviewing and examining tion,istasked with investigat-
e oS Mot o || Lyt o, DUnEGfNeR further evidence to shed ingallairaccidents involving
Ahrmsedabnd thist kalled wll bus megshad from i i 7 1
oneoftheMIpeopleonboard Dt Pilots’ Assn more light on the sequence alrcraﬁwnhan.'\lIU],chlg'hI
and B othersontbegroundon  yaaapm allegesbias ofeventsthatled tothecrash.  (AUW) of more than 2,250
Jue 12 T ol
L enence of || TS Cata et s Neinaiihe At this stage, the report kgsorturbojetaireraft.
eveits reconstricted by the alrcraft PR CRHCIN preliinary report of
Investigators from the datsre For ekt Lazpm  Fuel eutofl i bhes the AMIBintothe Al
tricved from the cockpit woice JEELT Alrsraf af prgine 1 andangine crash, the Airfine Pilots
recorder, one of the pilaes is Crew arrives at irarsferren 2 briinesitaonod from Associngion of End
hieard il the other why be noardng gaie from Groundto | RANIIVIRF 2800 | (ALPR) alliged the
el et off the fuel aupply. He Lizpm TadContel: | LIS Ec Tone and direction of
respands by saving he lasn't Fliots mouest L7 pm Lnrm the probe suggested
dane anythingRke that, The e pushbach and Alrcraftcleared | #Mayday call from b towards pibol
o, haweer, does ot specily starl-ip; AIL ap Tor taizart SHE I O ervor,“We leel thai the
witich pilot said whnt proves pushbach | o smpim & AT enguires ahoul h\lﬁtfl‘ll‘ihhiﬂl
[t amatter of inveatigation LiGpm ® Ajrcraft call g CURnDITEPOsE. e i adivection
whether the transisons inthe TOATC query, achievn ® ATC obsarves aincraft presuming the guilt
switch postioms of the fuel sip- piloty cordorm T T erashimgoutside of pilots, and we
plfm'rul,':|||n|,"rr|||1r||.:lly,‘1:j;;||J ﬁllll’tl‘.‘!ﬂl'ﬂlﬂr “ﬁ‘nr ;I;II:U-;:::'EH;!:'TV mw‘m‘;ﬂ;i
vertently, of were iriggered by 1 GO thimeghe”.
an elecmumnie malfonction. s s RO i Datails on Page $

Thamugh the fuel control
wilches were subsequently
“rmwvves] from cvtedf o run”,
the engenes could nol induce
eore speed neceleration and
recovery, resulting in one of
the worst civil aviation cixag
ters. o5 the fuel-laden alreral
ramamed arealghn it hospl-
talcemplex,

A the Might ssared losing
attitide before crossing the
arrport perimeter wall, ane ol
the pibots ransmined “Moy
dny, Maydny, Mayday” With

e awmrcradt kising thrust, the
RAT, Ram Ak Turbine, was
activated immedsancly, indi
cating o loss of prwer supply
o theaireraft svsteme

Apicmurein the AATBrepor
abows the throst bevers in the
airorafi were found i be in the
ifle position after the crash,
bt were in 3 takeoll position
elurtng the shor duration the
Mighrwas abrborme.

Arthe mkendL, co-pikor Clive

Kitnclaa was Myingt the abreraf
whibe Captain Sumest Sabbhor-
il ws thepiot-a-comimand,
manitoring the flight. Ahcad
of the fight, the two clonred o
breathnlyzer test. Subharwnl
tad nerdy 8800 henars on the
Boeing T8 unsder his bed while
Kundar had over LW hours

The aireraft, with 10 crew
members, was operating be-
tweent Alvmedabad and Lo
don's Garwick airpore.

Thi: regort says the kel
weebht vas wathin prescribes]
Hirnits under the existing con-
ditions. and there were an
doangerous geods on board,
The sumples collected from
the ok of the mnker userd
for refueling were wsed and
ool tor b carisfacioy,

= ALy, Page

Tha disaster that defiod
logic Page 9
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Misinfo Takes Off amid Fog Over Crash

Expertssay part-facts, lack of timeline in initial report on Air India plane putting shadow on pilots

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Hours after the preliminary
Andings into the June 12 Air Indiserash
weers relensed on Saturday, selective
exrerpts began ciroulsting on social
medin— particularty the cockpit ex-
change— interpreting them as an appa-
rent signifier of piloterron
Aviation safety experts snid

the report's sparse narrative, lack of
timefine, and ahsence of human factors
dhata have-allowsd speeulation to over
whelm facts

The report by the Alreraft Acoident
Investigation Bureau (AAIR), teked
with inquiring intothecrash, said analy-
sisof theaircrafl'scockpit voice recortder
ard Might data recorder showed both fuel
control switches had been transitioned
from run to cut-all position

CEO, Safety Operating : investigatar;
Systems; formerly of  JOMN STRICKLAND Direclar at former head, Peru
US Kirways ALS Consuiting and airline Industry veteran secident hoard

soconds after Lift-off. Between 1014 so-
conds later, both switches were turned on
ageain, bt the plane failed (o rogain
power fnst enough to prevent the crash,

Thee report offers no explanation for
this.

Expeirts said the absence of technical
context, behaviowrnl analysis. oraclear
sequenee of events has left room for
wrwverified theories and Al-genersted
content tosproad unchecked

Social Media Conjecture b+ 12

Accusing Pilots will be
Gross Violation: Union

The Indian Commercial Pilots

Association, an Air India union,

has said any accusations of
so-Called suicide against the crashed
plane's pilots would be unfounded. »» 4

Social Media
Conjecture
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BOEING 787 CRASH Claims unfounded, need transparency: Pilot bodies

Accusing Air India Pilots
a Gross Violation: Unions

Qur Bureau

New Delhi: The Indian Commerci-
al Pilots’ Association, a union af
Alr India pllots, has cabsed con-
cerns about discussions sugges-
ting that a deliberate action by one
the phlots may have led to the crash
af the Boeing TAT aircraft in Ah-
medabad last month.

The association termed such ac-
cusations and allegations against
the pilots and Dight crew a “gross
violation of ethical reporting” and
“disservice to the profossion™,

Thir fuel control switches, which
regulate the fow of fuel to the engi-
ne, of the aireralt had been dizeng
need secomndds after lift-off, acoor-
ding to the initial Aindings of anin-
vestigation into the accident that
claimed 275 livea.

The preliminary report by the
Alrcraft.  Accldent  Investigation
Bureau{ AAIR)did not recomment
action against the mamifacturer
Boaing, or engine supplier General
Electric, indicating no major Buli
with the plane or itsengines, safety
expertssajd.

According tothe report, in the voi-
e record ings from the cockpit, one
of the pilots was heard asking why
the switches were disengaged and
the other replyving that he did not
do g, The AAR report did not say
whether the fuel flow was cut off
deliberately or accidently

“Intheaftermath of this incldent,
wearedeeply disturbed by specula-
tive narratives emerging in sec-

Caution Urged

ICPA criticised media speculation

Praliminary
report doesn't
assign blame

ALPA-] also
denied
pilot error
claims

tionsof themediaand publicdisco-

urse—pairticulardy the reckless

and unfounded insinuation of pi-
Lot subcide,” the assockation said.

“Let us be unequivocally chear:

there is absolutely

no basis for such a

claim at this stage,

amd imvoking such a

serious  allegation

bazed on incomplete

or proliminary in-

formation is notonly irresponsible-

—it is deeply insensitive,” it added.

Any mention of plloeterror or suich-

e “in the absence of verified evi-

dence is a gross violation of ethical

AAIB
prefliminary
report found
no major
fault with
aircraft or
BNgines

AAIB hasn't
said if
actions were
deliberate
or accidental

reporting and a disservice to the
digenity of the profession,” itsaid
Anather group, the Aidine Pilots’
Association of India, also rejected
any suggestion of a plloterror cau-
sing the accident, stating: " The fo-
ne and direction of the investiga-
tion suggest a bias toward pilot er
ror; Wecategorically reject this pre-
sumption and insist on a fair
fact-based inguiry” The associa
thon renewed §is call to be Ineluded
in the investigaiion process, af le-
ast as observers, “Transparency
and the inclusion of qualified per-
sonnel. especially line pilots, are
essential for public trust,” it said.

USFAA, Boeing
Notify Fuel Switch
Locks are Safe

Washington | New Delhi: The
US Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and Boeing have privately is-
sued notifications that the fuel
switch locks on Boeing planes are
safe, with the FAA saying they are
saffe, a document seen by Reaters
showed and four sources with
knowledge of the matter sald.

The FAA's Continued Alrworthi-
ness Notiflcation on July 1 came af-
ter a preliminary report on Friday
intolast month's Boeing T87-8crash,
which Killed 260 peo-
ple, raised questions
over engine fusl cu-
1ol switches,

The FAA's notifica-
tlom 1o Civil Aviation
Authorities, seen by
Reuters, safd: “altho-
ugh the fuel control
switch design, inclu-
dhirig the lockbng fea-
fure, is similar on va-
rious Boeing airpla-
e models, the FAA
does not  consider
this issue to b an unsafo condition
that would warrant an Airworthi-
ness Directive on any Boeing airpla-
nimaodels, including the Model 787,

When asked for comment, the
FAA said it did not have anything
toadd bevond the notifcation.

Boeing also referred to FAA's no-
tiffcation in a BMulil-Operator-
Message sent to the airlines in the
past few days, which said the pla-
nemaker i pol recomimending
anyaction, twoof the sources said.
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AIRINDIA PLANE CRASH

Probe tlags possible Boeing
system failure: UK lawyers

SWARAJBAGGONKAR
Mumbai, July 13

INTERNATIOMAL  LEGAL
EXPERTS representing the
families of victims of the Air
India crash are pointing fingers
at aircraft manufacturer Boe-
ing, stating that preliminary
findings suggest a potential
failure inits aircraft systems.
The Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB) released
its 15-pageinitial reportonSat-
urday, concluding that both
engines on the Boeing 787
Dreamliner lost  power
momentsaftertake-off. Thisled
to a rapid loss of altitude and
control, ending in catastrophe
that claimed 260 lives. The
report cites the aircraft’s fuel
cutoff switches transitioning
inexplicably from ‘Run’to‘Cut-
oft’, effectively shutting down
theengines one after theother.
Sarah Stewart,aviation part-
ner at Stewarts, the UK’s largest
litigation-onlylaw firm, told FE,
“The factual information raises
a troubling spectre that this
accident may have been caused
byun-commanded fuel cut-oft,
suggesting a possible failure in
the Boeingsystems."She further
said that the cut-off switches
were foundin the'Run’position
in the wreckage, which could
mean the pilots were unaware
the switches had disengaged
mid-flight. The AAIBreport also
references a special airworthi-
ness informationbulletin issued
by the US Federal Aviation
Administration in December
2018. twarned ofthe potential
disengagement of the fuelcon-

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

TO LEAD

LEGAL COURSE

® Reportindicates the crash
may have been caused by
un-commanded fuel cut-off,
suggesting a possible failure

in the Boeing systems, says
Sarah Stewart of the UK-based
law firm Stewarts

B lames
Healy-Pratt
of Keystone
Law saysthe
report raises
serious

from Stewarts
and Keystone
Law were in
Ahmedabad
over the
weekend

to support
families

concerns for
both Boeing
and Air India

i ‘Pilots should
not bevilified’

THE INDIAN COMMER-
CIAL Pilots" Association
(ICPA)on Sunday said the
crew of the Al 171 flight
that crashed last month
acted in line with their
training and responsibili-
tiesunder challengingcon-
ditions, and the pilots
should notbevilified based
on conjecture. Strongly
rejecting insinuations in
some quarters about pilot
suicide, the association rep-
resenting narrow-body
pilots of Air India stressed
that untilthe officialinves-
tigation is concluded and
the final report is pub-
lished, any speculation is
unacceptable and must be
condemned. =—PTI

trol switch locking mechanism,
atechnicaldetailthathasresur-
faced with grave relevance in
thiscrash.

James Healy-Pratt of Key-
stone Law, another UK-based
aviation firm advising families,
said the report raises serious
concerns forboth Boeing and Air
India."Our group of families will
be takingaction against Boeing
in US courtsvery soon toobtain
both evidence and answers
about therole ofthe fuel control
switchesin thistragedy, he said.
Lawyers from Stewarts and Key-
stone Lawwere in Ahmedabad
over the weekend to support

Mon, 14 July 2825

families through the coronial
process and guide them
through compensation proce-
dures.Theyarealsoliaisingwith
legal representatives ofAir India
and itsinsurers in London for
interim payments.

Responding tothe prelimi-
nary report, Boeing issued a
statement, saying, “We con-
tinue to support the investiga-
tionand ourcustomer. Wewill
defer to the AAIB to provide
information about AI171,in
adherence with the United
Nations International Civil
Aviation Organisation proto-
col known asAnnex13”

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/777467 @
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Small plane crashes at
UK’s Southend Airport

Associated Press

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Emergency services
raced on Sunday to the scene of
a small plane crash at London
Southend Airport.

In a statement on social
media, the airport confirmed a
“serious incident” involving
what it termed a general avia-
tion aircraft.

Essex Police said it had been
alerted just before 4pm local
time to the “serious incident™ at
the relatively small airport,
which is around 72 kilometres
east of the capital.

Images posted on social
media show a plume of fire and
black smoke emanating from
the crash site. The plane
involved is said to be 12 metres
long. No details on where the
plane was heading or how many
people were on board were
immediately disclosed.

“We are working with all
emergency services at the scene
now and that work will be ongo-
ing for several hours,” Essex

Passenger planes parked at
Southend Airport in London

on April14,2020.  GETTYIMAGES
Police said. As a precaution due
to their proximity to the inci-
dent, police evacuated a local
golf club and rugby club.

The local member of parlia-
ment, David Burton-Sampson,
urged people to stay away and
let the emergency services do
their work.

“My thoughts are with every-
one involved,” he said.

According to the airport’s
website, four flights scheduled
to take off on Sunday afternoon
were cancelled.

14 JULY 2025
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More pilots’ bodies object
to probe report on Al crash

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In the wake of the
release of the preliminary report
into the Air India crash, the
Indian Commercial Pilots’ Asso-
ciation (ICPA) on Sunday raised
concern over imputations being
made over the role of the All71
pilots.

The ICPA is a body originally
formed by pilots of the erstwhile
Indian Airlines that has, in the
interest of fliers, raised several
issues related to safety. In an
official statement, the ICPA
called accusations against the
AIl71 pilots and flight crew a
“gross violation” and a “disser-
vice to the profession”,

“In the aftermath of this inci-
dent, we are deeply disturbed by

US FAA, Boeing notify fuel
switch locks are safe: Report

WASHINGTON/NEW DELHI/
MONTREAL: The US Federal
Aviation Administration and
Boeing have privately issued
notifications that the fuel
switch locks on Boeing planes
are sale, a document seen by
Reuters showed and four
people with knowledge of the
matter said.

FAA's Continued Airwor-

thiness Notification on July 11
came after the preliminary
report into the AIl71 crash
raised questions over engine
fuel cutoff switches.

PTI separately reported
that Air India replaced the
Throttle Control Module
(TCM), which includes fuel
switches, of the crashed plane
twice in the last six years. »Pg

speculative narratives emerging
in sections of the mediaand pub-
lic discourse — particularly the
reckless and unfounded insinua-
tion of pilot suicide,” said ICPA.

The Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AAIB) released
its 15-page preliminary report on
the Air India crash on Saturday,

continuedon 311

St

mty will help him work towards
the BJP's goal of a “Viksit Ker-
ala” and "Viksit Bharat”. “Today,
thankfully there is peace in Kan-
nurand Iam among those who
want the peace to prevail. I see
the 1994 attack on me as a bad
dream which I want to forget. 1
see my nomination as the
party’s commitment to Kerala
and its people. The party is now
promoting the idea of Viksit
Kerala and Viksit Bharat. To
help realise this vision, I must
work even harder,” he said.

Eminent academic

A noted historian and aca-
demic, Jain worked as an asso-
ciate professor at the University
of Delhi’s Gargi College. She has
authored several books, includ-
ing Flight Of Deities And
Rebirth Of Temples: Episodes
From Indian History and The
Battle for Rama: Case of the
Temple at Ayodhya. She was
awarded the Padma Shri in
2020.

“She has distinguished her-
self asa scholar, researcher and
historian. Her work in the fields
of education, literature, history
and political science have
enriched academic discourse
significantly. Best wishes for her
Parliamentary tenure,” the PM
said. Thanking the PM and Pres-
ident, she said: “Dear Honoura-
ble President and Prime Minis-
ter, I am deeply humbled at
being nominated to the Rajya
Sabha. It is truly a great privi-
lege and honour.”

The four nominations come
ahead of the Monsoon Session
of Parliament and precede elec-
tions to Rajya Sabha seats from
across states scheduled in 2026,
Elections to 75 out of 245 seats
are set to take place in April,
June, and November next year
when several leaders, including
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge, former Prime Minister
HD Deve Gowda, Union minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri, and
NCP(SP) president Sharad
Pawar, are set to complete their
terms.

PILOTS' BODIES-Al CRASH
July 12. It laid out the sequence
of events for the ill-fated flight.
As per the report, the fuel to
both engines was cut off shortly
after take-off. Based on the AAIB
report, the fuel control switches
were found in the “cutoff” posi-
tion.

“At about 08:08:42 UTC
(1:38pm, 42 seconds) and imme-
diately thereafter, the engine 1
and engine 2 fuel cutoff
switches transitioned from RUN
to CUTOFF position one after
another with a time gap of 01
sec,” the report stated.

“In the cockpit voice record-
ing, one of the pilots is heard
asking the other why he cut off.
The other pilot responded that
he did not do so.” it added.

“Let us be unequivocally
clear: there is absolutely no
basis for such a claim at this
stage, and invoking such a seri-
ous allegation based on incom-
plete or preliminary informa-
tion is not only irresponsible—it
is deeply insensitive to the indi-
viduals and families involved,”
the ICPA said.

Any mention of pilot error or
suicide “in the absence of veri-
fied evidence is a gross violation
of ethical reporting and a disser-
vice to the dignity of the profes-
sion”,

Air India flight 171 was
headed for London’s Gatwick
Airport on June 12, when it
crashed minutes after taking off
from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat. The flight,
which had 242 passengers on
board (including cabin crew),
crashed into BJ Medical College
in Ahmedabad. The accident,
which is among the deadliest
aviation accidents recorded,
killed a total of 260 people ---
241 on board and 19 on the
ground at the crash site.

The Airline Pilots” Associa-
tion (ALPA), a member of the
International Federation of Air-
line Pilots’ Association
(IFALPA), in a statement on Sat-
urday, said, “The tone and direc-
tion of the investigation suggest
a bias towards pilot error...
ALPA India categorically rejects
this presumption and insists on
a fair, fact-based inquiry.”

While the report mentioned
the fuel control switches being
found in a mode opposite to
what they should have been, it
did not share the transcript of
the CVR, which not only upset
the pilot bodies but also indus-
try experts.

It is learnt that the ALPA
India is also considering taking
legal action against the authori-
ties for not having a pilot repre-
sentative as part of the investi-
gating committee,

“It is unfair for the govern-
ment to not have a trained B787
pilot or a senior commander be
part of the investigation. The
actual fault leading to the crash
should be known; however,
there is a fear that the investiga-
tion is being carried out in one
direction, which is to prove the
pilots at fault,” one of its offi-
cials requesting anonymity said.

Officials in the know of the
development said that ALPA
India is to meet the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on Monday for an issue
not related to the crash.

“ALPA members are meeting
the DGCA officials on Monday
for some pilot-related issues,
but they aim to also discuss the
importance of a pilot represent-
ative during the investigation of
the crash,” the person con-
cluded.
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‘US FAA, Boeing notify fuel switch locks are safe’

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON/NEW  DELHI/
MONTREAL: The US Federal Avia-
tion Administration and Boeing
have privately issued notifications
that the fuel switch locks on Boe-
ing planes are safe, a document
seen by Reuters showed and four
officials with knowledge of the
matter said.

The FAA's Continued Airwor-
thiness Notification on July 11
came after a preliminary report
on Friday into last month’s Boe-
ing 787-8 crash, which killed 260
people, raised questions over
engine fuel cutoff switches.

The FAA's notification to Civil
Aviation Authorities. seen bv Reu-

ters, said: “although the fuel con-
trol switch design, including the
locking feature, is similar on vari-
ous Boeing airplane models, the
FAA does not consider this issue
to be an unsafe condition that
would warrant an Airworthiness
Directive onany Boeing airplane
models, including the Model 787.”
When asked for comment, the
FAA said it did not have anything
to add beyond the notification.
Boeing also referred to FAA's
notification in a Multi-Operator-
Message sent to the airlines in the
past few days, which said the
planemaker is not recommending
any action, two of the sources
with direct knowledge said.
When asked for comment,
Boeine referred Reuters ques-

tions to the FAA.

The preliminary investigation
report into the crash by India’s
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB), referred toa 2018
FAA advisory, which recom-
mended, but did not mandate,
operators of several Boeing mod-
els, including the 787, to inspect
the locking feature of the fuel cut-
off switches to ensure it could not
be moved accidentally.

The report said Air India had
said it had not carried out the
FAA's suggested inspections as
the FAA 2018 advisory was not a
mandate. The report noted “all
applicable airworthiness direct-
ives and alert service bulletins
were complied on the aircraft as
well aseneines.”

‘Al replaced module in
cockpit in crashed plane
after Boeing directive’
Air India replaced the Throttle
Control Module (TCM) of the
crashed Boeing 787-8 plane twice
in the last six years following a
directive from Boeing in 2019
news agency PTI quoted people
aware of the matter as saying on
Sunday.

TCM includes fuel control
switches that have come to focus
in the probe into the fatal crash as
these switches were cut off imme-
diately after takeoff of the flight
The replacement of TCM twice, in
2019 and 2023, was mentioned in
the AAIB's preliminary probe
report into the crash that was
released on Saturdav.
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Who are part of the >-member AAIB
panel leading probe into Al-171 crash

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The five-member
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) team that probed
into the June 12 fatal Air India acci-
dent in Ahmedabad, which
claimed at least 260 lives, is
headed by the agency’s director
Sanjay Kumar Singh, the bureau
hasrevealed, asit released the list
of officers thatinvestigated one of
the worst air disasters in decades.

On Junel2, the London-bound
Boeing 787 Dreamliner began to
lose thrust almost immediately
after taking off from the Ahmeda-
bad airport and ploughed into a
medical college hostel, killing all
but one of the 242 onboard and
another 19 on the ground. Ina pre-
liminary report released late on
Friday, AAIB said the aircraft took
offat 08:08:39 UTC (13:38:391IST)
and at about 08:09:05 UTC
(13:39:05 IST) one of the pilots
transmitted “MAYDAY MAYDAY
MAYDAY",

Soon after the incident, AAIB
director general GVG Yugandhar
appointed a five-member panel to

AAIBdirector Sanjay Kumar
Singh is heading the probe
into the June 12 plane crash

probe the AI-171 crash. Besides
Sanjay Kumar Singh, who was
appointed the investigator-in-
charge, other members on the
probe panel were Jasbir Singh
Larhga, Vipin Venu Varakoth,
Veeraragavan K, and Vaishnav
Vijayakumar. A brief profile of
these officials:

Sanjay Kumar Singh

Currently serving as a director at
AAIB, Singh has a 15-year experi-
ence in aircraft accident investi-
gationand aviation safety. At 56,
Singh has managed investiga-
tions into 15 accidents or serious
incidents and has overseen the

classification of at least 300
reported occurrences. Singh
holds a bachelor’s degree in
mechanical engineering with a
specialisation in aeronautical
engineering, along with an MBA.
His LinkedIn profile notes over
25 years of experience in consult-
ing, advisory, and operational
roles related to Air Force assets.

Jasbir Singh Larhga
Associated with AAIB for over a
decade, Larhga has played key
roles in numerous aircraft acci-
dent probe, including the 2020
Kozhikode Air India Express
crash. His career also includes
tenuresat DGCA, the aviation reg-
ulator, as well with Pawan Hans
and Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd.
At AAIB and DGCA, Larhga has
contributed to investigationsinto
incidents such as the Jet Airways
runway excursion in Goa in 2016
and the Air India Express taxiway
incident at Mangalore Airport in
2019. He was a chief investigator
in the June 12 Air India crash. A
senior official described him as
efficient and diligent during his
reculatory tenure.

Vipin Venu Varakoth

Currently posted as an assistant
director of air safety at the
DGCA’s Mumbai office, a post he
held for over seven years, Vara-
koth has over 15-year experience
with the aviation regulator.
According to his LinkedIn pro-
file, he earlier served as an air
safety officer for nearly the same
duration as his current position.

Veeraragavan K

A colleague of Varakoth's at the
DGCA's Mumbai office, Veerara-
gavan has been posted as an
assistant director of air safety for
close to four years. Before this,
he was posted in Delhi as an air
safety officer for nine years. His
professional experience includes
a brief stint as an analysis engi-
neer at Tata Consultancy Servi-
ces in Chennai.

Vaishnav Vijayakumar

A serving air safety officer af
DGCA, Vaishnav Vijaykumar has
been involved in multiple investi-
gations pertaining to aircraft acci-
dents and other serious incidents
involving the aviation sector.
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Air India crash report &
unanswered questions

he release of the preliminary investi-

gation report into the tragic crash of

Air India Flight All71 on June 12,

2025, brings with it a fresh wave of
confusion, and suspicion. The 15-page docu-
ment, expected to clarify the early findings of
the crash of a Boeing 787 Dreamliner at
Ahmedabad, opens a Pandora’s box of unre-
solved questions and incomplete disclosures.
It paints a picture that is more fragmented
than coherent.

Flight ATl71, operating a scheduled service
from Ahmedabad to London, crashed
moments after takeoff, killing all
260 people on board. The aircraft,

VT-ANB, lifted off the runway and &

within seconds, both engines ceased
to produce thrust. Within half a
minute, the plane had descended

whether they were consequential or collat-
eral, or how the aircraft’s health monitoring
system processed them.

Moreover, critical questions remain unan-
swered: Did the Engine Indicating and Crew
Alerting System (EICAS) generate an ENG
FAIL or similar warning at any point? Why
did both fuel control switches move to CUT-
OFF? Was it pilot action, inadvertent contact,
or a system fault?

Did the pilots misinterpret any signal, or
was the failure abrupt and total? Why did the
Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT) not
activate? Why were crash-proof
recorders (EFAR) damaged, espe-
cially when installed in parts of the
fuselage designed to survive
impact?

Adding to the mystery is the dis-

(Y
into the nearby college hostels, Amit crepancy in the aircraft's altitude.
engulfed in flames. According to the The RAT is said to have deployed at

report, the aircraft reached a speed
of 180 knots at approximately
08:08:42 UTC. Shortly after, the
Engine 1 and Engine 2 fuel control switches
were found to have transitioned from RUN to
CUTOFF — just one second apart. Ten sec-
onds later, the crew attempted to restart the
engines, But by then, it was too late, The air-
craft descended uncontrollably to the
ground.

ICAO Annex 13 clearly states that the
objective of a preliminary report is not to
assign blame or determine cause, but to pro-
vide a factual sequence of events, highlight
significant safety concerns, and issue urgent
recommendations if necessary. It is meant to
inform other States and parties involved
about the early facts of the case, so that
timely corrective actions may be initiated if
needed.

However, while the AIl71 preliminary
report adheres to the form of Annex 13, it
falls short in spirit and substance. It avoids
conclusions, as expected, but in doing so also
omits a substantial amount of critical infor-
mation that should have been presented.

The most glaring absence is of the com-
prehensive Flight Data Recorder (FDR) data.
The report mentions the transition of the
fuel control switches, which implies that this
data exists and was retrieved. Yet, no graphi-
cal or tabular snapshot has been shared
through the report. Nor is there any confir-
mation that 100% of the FDR data was recov-
ered. Similarly, the Cockpit Voice Recorder
(CVR) s only referenced once —a vague sen-
tence about an attempted restart. There isno
transcript, no clear timeline of the cockpit
conversation, and no insight into the crew’s
awareness or state of mind.

In high-profile crashes worldwide — such
as Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302 — the pre-
liminary reports have included detailed
readouts from the FDR and CVR, graphical
system schematics, warning messages, and
pilot action logs. Those reports ran over 30
pages and offered transparency in the public
interest. In contrast, All71's report appears
hastily compiled, which should not be the
case for an investigative report.

It describes the deployment of the Ram
Air Turbine (RAT) — a small emergency tur-
bine that powers key systems during engine
failures, shortly after takeoff. It also notes a
slew of unrelated system alerts yet offers no
explanation as to whv these were trieeered.

Singh

60 feet, as inferred from the CCTV
image, which again fails to produce
a timestamp, which suggests that
the onboard systems had already detected a
power loss almost instantly after liftoff. Yet,
the report timestamps this after the fuel con-
trol switch cutoff. Which came first: the RAT
deployment or the engine shutdown? Abso-
lute clarity about the sequence is necessary.

The report offers no safety recommenda-
tions, Despite multiple system anomalies,
potential failure of critical safety features,
and questionable cockpit switch behaviour,
the report stops short of issuing a prelimi-
nary advisory to airlines, manufacturers, or
regulators.

Compare this with Boeing's past actions.
After similar incidents, service bulletins and
safety information bulletins were quickly
issued. Was any such communication shared
internally within Air India or to other 787
operators worldwide?

For the families of the 260 people killed,
this report offers no reassurance on the
investigation, no clarity on whether similar
aircraftare safe, and no indication that any-
one has been held accountable or that cor-
rective measures are underway. Transpar-
ency is the cornerstone of trust in aviation
safety. A preliminary report that fails to pro-
vide basic data may only fuel doubt, and
grief. In a country striving to become a global
aviation hub, where air traffic is growing
exponentially, this tragedy —and the lacklus-
tre handling of its investigation — signals
that our institutional capacity for accident
investigation is still inadequate.

The AIl71 preliminary report was an
opportunity to demonstrate transparency,
integrity, and commitment to learning.
Instead, even as it avoids speculation, it
avoids detail too. It follows the letter of ICAO
Annex 13, but not its spirit.

What we need next is not just a final
report but a cultural shift where accident
reports are comprehensive, timely, and made
with the public’s right to know in mind —
where safety recommendations are proactive
and where the data speaks for itself, because
in aviation, the truth is a matter of life and
death.

Amit Singh, a Fellow of the Royal
Aeronautical Society (FRA¢S), is the founder
of Safety Matters Foundation.

The views expressed are personal



Corporate Comm Imications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES MUMBAT 13 JULY 2025

Nizha LM Tripatid

I =
MEW DELHE In the dnal seconds
ol Alr Indis Flighs 7L as both
enggines ket powwer andihe Bosing
THT began 5 fanal desee1e, & T
uiﬂ‘u:hml‘a. uniskder] bepween

npusadm hm—mu
sbTemning whal WelTon:

Tiewe ol the pilots b Besend ask:
g e o iy Al he cainll
The ey ot sespianaded i he
il Bt o 3™ scnrding to the
Alrcrsdt Accidens Iivesgrion
Bercau's prelisinsry repan
Thiasee eirstirsc! wilds e
el 4 0 i
ot ket whether e sccidern was
sz by Buman e, eaecluns
eul BT, O W CNTRCTRETICY AT
i e casasTphialy

mTﬂ:tnmaJhlmﬂ

o sl prwodes firg

Chive Wy, 17 servedd i
gibl.l'lflli'h“ﬂln:q.l.al.i.S.l!lﬁl
Sabdarwil 56 sunduding. Buth
Bl Brench anay
T s AN et Bl Pt reguiTe-
e e TR nmal.

Kunder, S punior pilur, bud
L8 By on e Boedreg 785 und
s rEspomhi T com g e
el o iering e critiesl kel
phese. Sabharwl, with G556
hnn.mu:uu:n.]mi'l.ﬂ s
i Wl IR SR

mu:mu-al 40w
dard armesgemens desimed
coitidne e enwe with o)
mm]mnﬁ B

5 Rawat, lovmse jolstfirers
pencma] of DECA, cvedonad

et it conciusin it
[ TR
T ron. “While nathing can
e wscriTanod withs puiphrsal
setile e 0 S nepar il Bes
ks G [l B e e
e wwitchied of the fued siickes
i i e ot devivingg the
same, ol can be posiively
i 2t this stage,” e sal

The prelmsinary fepar
rmana’n:ls umi.mp .ipxe
o s dutines. Cliing Slest i
frnm 1he EAFR (the inisgrated
Mbarkhones), sl e Swildes
e 10 Ot s o Seenmd

almost immediaely shes

€ plase Tifst off froes the
il “The aresafl s hived e
oo meem fevonded airspeed of
150 Knots LAS ot abois 080541
T e imsmiealitely Shorea fley,
B enigin |andesgine 2 e cor
ol wwhehes waasiosel rum
LR OO pused i e fiey
T i e gl T
. Bussghly T sk beer,
e plare crashied and exploded.
An expesienced sirlise com
1, g ANCAETEY,

ol

ittt the it
et g hes-exitied phue. 1
& highly unlikely that any plo,
especilly Aunng ke
want to Bade around with
walichess Behind the S fevels.
A b, yeou ] Boeues om psbsing the
Rataling gear witich s bocated ke
e ot e of the cockgt, o
rnie the! " ial

A secosd pilon fremed the
phuse 5.3 S when fas e
Ry i ol Sight [nave.
ewds in the fronr amd s the
cesgre console, where the fael
aaiiches ane located. "N kot i
R W I ey srend st
wwbehes b dbe Mkl sevson of
e cocipil when ol anention s
St o frward Sight cockpit
e o o of e
jpilos, during take-off e land-
g this sald

Ara Lsa mmsent e

e tuklong ol Broes che A sirpurt an fune 1L

thie cRalt - the repart does not
Mt when o I whet wids
ety - coee (he exclunge
erween e e st b e

4
pilas - i Is Emclear wha
Terarmed the Arst cagine's swiizh
w “RUN" poskion. Engine Ts
wrvitch Followed amsthes foer @
o bates, Thee R sevrined beer-
vl et restart st cokd
indieate plior following emer
gr=cy potecels or the dme
needed o recogmse he Sra
Engine s, TESIA atEmp Befune
g o e seanal 1y v
e 4 secund rnervad was pars of
EmeTgECy e A b
e Thae i why the endres CVIL
T Wi FTa” Al
e Sy Lacar said

they cngsged the fucd
winchies i B o saide the TETS
Full Aaatusivy Dietad ErgineCon
e (FADECY gyse i sunmsc
23y a5 SEUEnice [ PSSy
B e The coew then Sainls
Ry o B g 0800I LTC -1
vtk afler the belged R o o
a1 st sy sevoinds belore the
it recorder tworking.
mmmmnmqum“
et e cockpil. Sabhay
ol i e e ol
iR SETsEs alr
m‘|m while L:Ekm
ol LA B overall Thedr
EAETICIOS Wil CEITEL
with Bath pdlits Baving flowe
e e, T hours o the pres
s 150k oy,

Theat the* Tt dioess sl Liless
Iy which i Bl it S
meni in the cruclal eschange
nefiects (mvestigative. protocal
h.uwmmt};npupl:mm
artions Deemisng wleter the
pilon Tying ar pllog mosimrng
nuwed the switeles—and wiry
Wil e cracal 1 thie fissd irwesss
. “WhSR SUrjEes 18 e

nrysery wisithe erow
ST ketion ranseripe docu
et i e PIR. 10 S
thit dsTing &5 EIETEOaY e
exckpis wosk be s quics. For
smrers, ke off checkEa and
emetgeny el i s e ke
it in e Tepert allowieg e
nesader i becredive with neiiey
AssUIn Chearly  eritical
upoclman Aniorws 10 e
i s R e ek

aal Mlartin, CED of Maris
I:am.gg,ummnm
Bt o Aska

FIELD OF DEBRIS

Hir India flight 11 ploughed into the 81 Medical College bosted seconds aftes

take-off. As he Boaing 78T Dreamliner tore through trees, bl nd Eveualy
wentup in aball of Names, its debris scattered somss the compound. AME'
MWMMMMP!WHM

ht main fﬂ-lll.ﬂ
Thess wenm smbaodes in ATt
wall of the cantean budsing

Right engime - i M

R separated o e
planey al-end ng
wensbualy tel J001E
it thie il st
of wonia

Parts of These werne foundlie the
EaRtnES 30 SRt bukding i
w2 1 theew PPty

Mose landing gear
Found on the geesnd,

The righi -wing nid-sailien was
foahil 20 At 308 10 DAt
S0 St wnamhaet of the fing

i Of LT

aixrtt andsandia
camer of the bettom of
Buidding

Flight dei
Tha fghe 6ok aad wirdud o uppa
STt (eSS0 fret wathmnt of
e Tt conveact: poind, rear Budicing F. the
uthememast drumun on the wmasnd

Thisis whi masy of the key
PEORRL AR The CaL,
indasing B Yeel umach and landing
O Tever:, wer Modueed

Key to mystery: 32 seconds in flight deck

Picking up the
missing pieces
to tragic puzzle

Fﬂ'm

T
MEWY DELHI: Scamesed across a
L0 Kot e fiekd b Alimssls
I, e remsmaies of Alr ndia
Flight I7] proidded Imves igans
et o el o wissaend e s
oha g et Witk
pnm enucial w s
bt cassiend the Bocing T87s cal
encgize: [alie. The Adr
Acckles Investgatan
an-.. prellmimary  feport
revesiks bave cach reconesed pieee
Trom heanily dassaged Night
FEOIAETS I [Wretcly positimed
kTR SOl e
pssEnactig the bl Tuvond
o Ty b e 260} v

A tale of two black boxes
The sveaigarion’s beealaie
e on ofe o Gee diorad’s g
Entunced Altome Fight Resond
s (EAFH), Integrmied hlack hases
ths combine wadisonal fighs
s reonding with cockpin vole
CHpurE I single unks The aft
EAFE ioewned in the sl sectom
wiss discuvered o e ool of the
Tosae] miess o day ey the crask
T EAFH hia! lmigeiet and ey
il TR e hinsing The
wires were: prosruding fros ihe
Denssin g s e connecr were
b, the vt s, Extevhe
damage rendered it unesdabie
irgisgh el S

A heenieheegh cune whes die
Tt EAFR was foiisd thires
days katey “froen the weckage
detris besddes the Bullding F~ -
ik radl ey s come of e o
bk et baci1ig "t il o

ered b soot” This recorder
vemalned "6l amecdal o the
bl riehs puars o the

nmsscnor miehed bet il con
nected” uoviding Investiguices
with the erigical dam (1]
underszis Se disa e, The for
wad pevnrier ek “pyro
ety 48 howrs.of Mighe dads asst
Akt lchabing the e Bal”

Tonnhaours b leng” of wolse
rezordings ol thie i s

Conzole, frozen in time
The: & (R Cofe s
where g b
wern hoth Sl cormul saiites
i the “ALN position— confimy
g e amernp by e pllos w
e e sty “Both el ool

*mn were lound i the RUN

Th-nnqrmnsuhhuurd
prrocediunes [l el
Mmoo o, The Ml hos
e s susin
e e
ot “Tireedy seseed b the Sde
e lap posltion. ook Wit
& I et Pl e~
The landisg gear lewer
e e the TOWN
ndicating e gear hasd noe et
Bern perractd whis e eoer
ey beginr-vesbreni with e
eyl b oeily secomds e
ctimib. Hiwever, the thiest iever
“simmined sgnificam Semisl
damage” with” hoth dirustevens
fouamd niear the sh (idlie) position™
RSy T ——
dheied] Niggda rervninder datu “the
EAFT dam revealed tht she dwes:
Severs remsaned dermarnd isieoll
s il the Smpece ™ This dis-
ey thie Severs ook
e eed boring the coosh from.
imipact, cather thas nefiecting phol
s AT the ETETRENy

T wre

fruvided evidenice
of e alren

S autnatic e

gn.)- Tesporses. The Assdliary
et UTiE (APU] Wi “Toiial

epen” indicaring the AP Sl
[EoTE RTINS TR e
sthie-fnl enygine Labire.

The peport ootess that e AP
ek Dt sl annecranais; 6 st
DEDESINTL, hlhhn.ﬁl it the

faetbaned as il
e e st -cticeh fre ot at
Sy S0 Klhigrums ol jet fuel,
ey critical componesss s
wirved in reooinisile cosdiion
T |wESIZATIN owms o
udly revraetid atl el veed el
contral swiiches. lndisg gear
COMpONEnEs. mechanims,
e P o the Sight decli
Oz noahie sbernce fmm e
asalysls was any mesgon of the
Emergency Locsior Ti
FELTY The fepart states, smiky:
The Esergency Lot Triss
ey was Dot activeted during
e without ebormng o
e e S ConAIkiL

Tever (el was in the ‘dewn’ pesithn m thelme

The kundisng gear
al rensvery, and images ofthe EAFR



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

DELHL

14 JULY 2025

Small plane crashes at
London Southend Airport

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDOR, JULY13

EMERGENCY SERVICES raced
Sunday 1o the scene of 2 small
planecrash af LondonSoutherd
Airport. Inastatement onsacial
mirdia, the airport confirmed a
*serhoies incident” lwoling
what & terrmed 2 generald dvia-
tion aimcrall

Essex Police said i had been
aleried just bedored pam. local
timie ba the *seriois incdent” at
the relatively small airport
which s around 72 Elometers
ol thecapital Frages postad
onsoial media showa plumeol

lireand black smokesmmnating
frowm the crasdh sibe, The plane in
volved ks said 1 be 12 meters
bang. Mo details on where the
planewas heading or e may
prapie werr on boand were im
rmediarely o s hosed.

‘We are waorking weith all
BIICTRETICY S vices at thee scone
i il Ehatwork will ke g
ing lor several hours,” Essex
Palioe skl As a precasition due
b their prosamity bo £he inodent
prolice ey abesd adocal goll duly
arud raghy chib The lecal mem
I'."I'I1||FI|'IE:-|=I'I'III.[1!'-'IG|H. -
Sampsan, unged peopde o stay
away and let the emergency
serviens dotheir work,
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JUNE 12 AIRINDIA FLIGHT Al 1771 CRASH IN AHMEDABAD

Crash report: Unanswered
questions, and some
reading between the lines

SUKALPSHARMA
& ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI,JULY13

AT THE heart of the June 12 Air
India flight Al 171 crash in
Ahmedabad is the fact that the
Boeing 787-8aircraft's wo engine
fuel control switches transitioned
from ‘RUN' to ‘CUTOFF position
withina second ofeach other mo-
ments after lift-off, according to
the preliminary reportinto the in-
vestigation of the aviation disas-
ter. One of the pilots is recorded as
asking theotherwhy he cut offthe
fuel, to which the other pilot re-
sponded saying he did not.

Need for video
recorders?

Now, aviation experts are
pointing to the likelihood of there
being much more on the codkpit
voice recorder (CVR ) than what's
been shared in the report. Why
wasonly the one paraphrased re-
mark — one pilot askingthe other
whydid he‘cutoff and the second
pilot’s responsein the negative —
included, that too without direct
quotes fromthe CVR transcript?
What was the pilots conversation
like before and after this spedfic
exchange? Who was the pilot who
asked the question, and whoan-
swered? The initial report is silent
onthese. Most preliminary airac-
cident investigation reportsinthe
past have been a compilation of
basic facts, mostlydetailing 'what
happened’ more than the ‘why it
happened’. This particular report
miarks a departure from the nor-
mal in providing more details of
what led to the crash, but limits
the information on the most cru-
cial exchange that took place in
the cockpit to just that one line
and a really brief response.

Both switches are docu-
mented as transitioning back to
'RUN afterthe exchange between
the pilots captured in the report.
Generally, when the CVR is played,
the roomhas colleagues of the pi-
lots who've worked with both of
them so that their voices can be
identified in exchanges. In all
probability, that exercise would
have already been done. The
recording datashould also be able
to identify the individual headset
microphones of the two pilots.
The report, however, stops short
of identifying which ofthe two pi-
lots asked the question inthe
cockpit, and who answered.

The fully-labelled cockpit
voice recorder transcript, which
could be released inthe final re-
port, should be able to reveal
which of the two pilots tried to
restart the engines — co-pil ot Qive
Kunder (pilot flying) or pilot-in-
commandSumeet Sabharwal (pi-
lot monitoring ). Experts believe
that only the full audio and tran-
scriptofthe cockpit voice recorder
recording would be able to shed
light onthe pilots’discussions and
actionsin the cockpitin themin-
utes leading upto the tragedy. The
recording must alsobe correlated
with the flight data from the flight
recorders.

The Ahmedabad crash could

Wreckage of the Air India plane that crashed on June 12in

Ahmedabad, Gujarat. Express file
also underine the need forcock-  Air India’s Al 171 that arashed. It
pitvideo recorders, experts said.  goes on to say the SAIB was adwvi-
The US NTSB is among agencies  sory and not a directive, and that
that have been recommending  Air India did not perform the ad-
the need forvideorecordersinthe  visedinspedtions as they were not
cockpit for years, only to bemet  mandatory.

with strong resistance from pilot Notably, the cockpit’s throttle

urnions. Avideowould have given
a clear view of the instrument
console over the shoulders of the
pilots, which would have helped
establishif any crucial switches
were moved when they weren't
supposed to be touched, and if so,
by whom.
Aviation psychologist
in the probe team

The preliminary report from
the investigation, led bythe AAIB,
had experts fromBoeing, General
Electric, Air India, Indian regula-
torsotherthan the AAIB, and par-
ticipants from the US, the UKand
Canada. Alongside “experienced
pilots, engineers, aviation medi-
cine specialists..and Right
Recorder Specialists”, who have
been taken on board as subject
miatter experts to assist the inves-
tigation, there is one interesting
addition: anaviation psychologist.

Given the circumstances of
the crash, an aviation psycholo-
gist could have been drafted to
peruse human factors like stress,
fatigue, guality of communica-
tion between the pilots, and indi-
cations of their alertness and de-
cision-making. In this particular
case, given the indication that
both the fuel control switches
transitioned to CUTOFF position
in quick succession, the psydhol-
ogist could help analyse any hu-
man involvement that might
have been there. It is not clear
whether the inclusion of the avi-
ation psychologist in the initial
probewas tocover all bases, or to
look into any specific aspect.

Aviation psychologists are
learnt to have played a big rolein
the Germanwings Hight 9525
crash enroute from Barcelona-El
Prat Airportin Spain toDisseldorf
Airport in Germarny in2015.

Relevance of FAA
advisory

The AAIB report does makea
specific reference to a December
2018 US Federal Aviation
Administration issued Special
Airworthiness  Information
Bulletin {SAIB} highlighting that
some Boeing 737 fuel control
switches were installed with the
locking feature disengaged. The
same switch design is used in
Boeing 787-8 aircraft, including

Mon, 14 July 20825

control module —which is inte-
grated with the fuel control
switches —was replaced in 2019
and 2023, but the reason for re-
placement was not linked to the
switches. The initial report said
that no defect pertaining to the
fuel control switches on the air-
craft was reported since 2023, If
that is the case, then why did the
initial probe report include this
specific SAIB? Was it in the spirit of
maximum disclosure while sug-
gesting the issue was not really
relevant tothis particularaircraft?
Itisnotclear.

Ifthereindeed wasaproblem
with the fuel control switches'
locking mechanism, does it imply
that the spring-loaded switch
could bemoved withjust asingle
flick, instead of being pulled up
first and then moved from one
mode to the other, which is how
itisnormally operated? Was there
any possibilityof the switch, ifthe
lodking mechanism was disen-
gaged, just flippingonitsownand
shutting down the engine? That
really is notclear.

The report nowhere clearly
states that the fuel control
switches were indeed moved by
eitherof the pilots during take-off.
It just says thatthey “transitioned”
from RUN toCUTOFF based on the
black box data. Some pilots and
experts havesaid that theinvesti-
gators mustalso dosely examine
the possibility of an electrical or
software malfunction signalling
to the aircraft system that the
switches were in cut-off mode
without being physically moved.

Thefactthat the preliminary
report has not issued any rec-
ommendation to the operators
of the Boeing 787 aircraft and
the GE GEnx-1B engines sug-
gests that the investigators, at
least for the time being, do not
have sufficient reason to believe
that anelectrical or system mal-
function could have led to the
fuel control switches “transi-
tioning" to CUTOFF.

Itisworth noting that the pre-
liminaryreportisonlyanaccount
of the initial indings of the inves-
tigation, and is subject tochange
on the basis of the progress of the
probe over the coming months.

FULL REPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77’ @
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Mandate of AAIB, probing
Ahmedabad plane crash

The tail end of the Al 171 stuck on top of amedical hostel. Bhupendra Rana

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, JULY 13

AMONTH after the Air India flight crash
in Ahmedabad, which killed more than
250 people, the Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau( AAIB jreleased a prelim-
inary report on Friday.

The 15-page report stated that the
two engine fuel control switches onboard
transitioned from ‘RUN' to ‘QUTOFF posi-
ton within a second of each other, mo-
ments after lift-off. One of the two pilots
isrecorded as asking theother why he cut
off the fuel, to which the other pilot re-
sponded, saying he did not. The report
has led to further gquestions and demands
for greater scrutiny of the black box data.

Who conducts aircraft probes?

Matters of international civil aviation
are governed by the Convention on
International Civil Aviation, or the
Chicago Convention, signed in 1944, The
international Givil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), a UN agency with 193 member
countries (including India), oversees its
technical standards,

Annex 13 of this convention lays out
theinternational protocols for investigat-
ing aircraft accidents and serious inci-
dents. It bestows theresponsibility forin-
vestigationwith the *State of Occurrence’
— the country where the accident hap-
pened, Some other countries also have a
formal right to participate, such as the
State of Registry' (where the aircraft is
registered) and the 'State of Manufacture’
(of the aircraft).

Whatis the AAIB?

The Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau(AAIB),a government agency un-
der the Ministry of Civil Aviation, is lead-
ing the investigation into the crash.

$The IndianEXPRESS

Untl 2012, the Air Safety Directorate
of the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation investigated accidents and
safety-related incidents. In line with the
ICAO's Standards and Recommended
Practices, and to provide independence
to theinvestigation function from the reg-
ulatory function, the government estab-
lished a new bureau.

What are the AAIB’s functions?

Ingeneral, the AAIB classifies 'Safety
Occurrences'involvingaircraft operating
in the Indian airspace into various cate-
gories. It investigates all “Accidents™ and
“Serious Incidents” with aircraft of an All
Up Weight(the total weight of anaircraft
with passengers and cargo) of more than
2 250kg as well as Turbojetaircraft. It can
also investigate other cases.

Under the Aircraft (Investigation of
Accidents and Incidents) Rules, 2017 the
sole objectiveof such investigationsis the
prevention of accidents and incidents and
not toapportion blame or liability.

The AAIB deputes Investigators to
reach the site and gather evidence soon
after it receives notice of the incident. Its
website states that initially, the aim is to
gather and preserve perishahle evidence
forsubsequent analysis,

Next, the Investigation team reviews
evidence to assess the detailed examina-
tions required. Further, documents and
records gathered from the Operator,
Regulator, involved Personnel, or other
stakeholders are analysed. The AAIB is
mandated access toallrelevant evidence
from any agency/organisation without
seeking priorofficial consent.

After completionofthe investigation,
a draft report is presented internally and
accepted by the AAIB Director General.
Following further consultations and re-
views, the final reportismade publicand
published on the official website.

Mon, 14 Jﬁiy 2025
https://epaper.indianexpre
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Cockpit
caution

Inddia’s aviation minister Ram
Mohan Nakdu's advice against
leaping tooonclusions on the 12
June crash of Air India’s flizht
171 in Ahmedabad needs to be
taken by all, just as the classic
prirciple of “ressonahle doubt
requires wide public approcia
tion in a world fed by social
medin frensies Often, the dots
in @ case join up to offer an
apparent answer, The interim
probe of the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Barean found thet
secomds after takeoft, the ill-
fated Boeingz 787s fuel supply o
both engines was cut off in
quick succession: one pilot
asked the ather why he did it
and the latter denied doing so.
By the time both switches were
Tlipped back to “run”, itwas too
late toregain thrust. The report
leavesopen a window for a role
plived by a technical snag, bt
the potentinl homan rode makes
it imperative to wait for final
findings. The disbelief evoloed
by the latter possibility is alsoa
remunder of why a just society
demandswe minimize scope for
false attribution of blame, even
if it means such a system muy
erron the side of pinming down
less of it overall. Every shadow
of doubit ona hypothesis needs
to be pursued by investizators,
evenifaprisve faciestory seems
toadd up, Let's be patient.
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ALPA-India pushes for role in crash probe

A dav after claiming AAIB’s preliminary report is biased towards pilol error

MUMBAI: Pilots' grouping
ALPA-India on Sunday said it is
triulling legal recourse to have its
members as part of the investi-
gation into the Air India's Boe-
ing 787-8 plane crash, a day after
alleging that AATRS prl.'H.mmﬂn'
reporl sugpests a bias towards pilot
Crror

The Arline Pilots’ Assoctation
of lndia (ALPA-India) represents
over 800 pilols of atrtines and heli-

The prelim report by the
AAIB has been put up on
the website. It does not
have anyone's signature on

it. We want transparency,
says ALPA-India chief

copler companies in Lhe country,
1t is a member of the International

Federation of Airtine Pilots” Asso-
ctation (IFALPA), which claimsto

have 1 lakh pilots from across 100
couniries as its members.
Against the backdrop of the
AAIBRS preliminary repor, repre-
senilatives of ALPA-India will meet
officials of the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Monday to discuss variows issues.
“The prelimtnary report by the
AAIB has been put up on the web-
site. It does nol have anyone’s sig-
mabire on L Continusd an P4

ALPA-India

We want transparency. We
had asked for our representation
in the investipation panel” ALPA-
lndia president Sam Thamas said,

Thomas stressed that its
members have domain experiise
ani can contribute meaningfully
in the investigation of the Air
Indla plane crash.

The assoctation is mulling
legal recourse to ensure that its
members are made a part of the
investigation team,

His comments come at a
time when people [rom certatn
quarters are opining that fuel
switches could have been cul off
by & pilot, a proposition that has
been strongly rejected by pilots”
groupings.

Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AAIB) i its pre-
liminary repart on the crash that
killed 260 people on fune 12 said
the [uel switches to the engines
were cut off within a gap of 1
second brimediately after take-
off and caused conluston in the
eockpit of Atr India flight AT 17L

Indias second largest air-
line h}' domestlc market share,
Air India is owned by the Tats

Grogp.

mfﬁ:.ing cockpit voice record-
ing, the 15-page preliminary
report, released on Saturday, satd
one pilol asked why the switch
was cul off and the other pilot
responded that he did not do so.

“We are once again surprised
at the secrecy surrounding these
investigations, We are also relter-
ating the Fact that suitably quali-
fied personned are not taken on
board for these cructal fnvestiga-
tions,” ALPA-India said in a siate-
ment on Saturday.

“We leel that the investiga-
tion 1s being driven in a direction
presuming the guill of pilots and
we strongly object to this line of
thought]” it had sald.

Last month, IFALPA offered
i1s ‘technical expertise’ to the
Inecdian civil aviation authorities
in the Ahmedabad plane crash
probe being conducted by the
AATR,

I a letter to AAIR Director
General GV G Yogandhar, the
federatinn had said it was ready
iy pruv'u]l: expert techmical and
other forms of assistance, share
global best practices and offer
personnel 1o collsborate closely
with the investigators.

A five-member team
appointed by the AAIB is probing
the crash, which is also the first
whene a Boeing 787 Dreambiner
accident resulted in hull loss.

“Experienced pilots, engi-

neeers, aviation medicine special-
ist, aviation psychologist and
flight recorder specialists have
been taken on baoard as sub-

ject maller experts Lo assist the
tnvestigation in the area of their
domain expertise,” AAIB said in
the preliminary reporl.  AGERIIER
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The Al171 tragedy: A crisis of expectations and accountability

The crash of Alr India flight Al171 is more than just a tragic aviation incldent = it's a reckoning. Beneath the twisted metal and chamed debris

lies a sobering question: Has the ambition to revive India’s national camier outpaced its ability to reform it?
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Too premature to draw conclusions on
role of pilots: Former AAIB chief

PRESS TRUST OF INDA
W Bew Dalhi

draw conchssions on the

rale of pilots from the
preliminary investigation
report inio the fatal crash of
Afr India plane last month
and the fimal report will men
tion ahowt the most probable
cause for the accident, former
AAIR chied Aurobinda Handa
said on Sunday.

A day after the Aincraft
Acciders Envestigation Burean
[ AATR) released its predimi
mary report inio the crash that
killed 260 people, he said, “We
should allow AAIR 10 com-
plete the imvestigation in a &ir,
unbiazed and tramsparemt
manner. Handa has imvesti-
gated more than 1000 aincrah
accidents, mcluding the Air
India Express plane crash in
Koehikode in 2020,

"AAIR has done a good
job. Going forward, they wall

Il will be ton premature to

now focns to And out as o
why and how these fuel
switches moved and whether
there could have been amy
mechanical and/or electrical
Eailores!malfumetion, he said.
The report, released on
Saturday, said the toel switch
es of the crashied Boeing 707
B plane’s engines werne cat off
within a gap of one second,
and kter swiiched on

From the cockpit woice

- g L
recordimng, one of the pilois s
heard asking the ather wiy he
did cut odf the switch and 1he
other pilot saying he disd oot
do so. The report did oot
mention which pilog asked the
questton and whach pilot
responded. The co-pilot was
Pilot Flying (PF], and the
Pilat In Command {PEC] was
Filot Monitoring {PM) fior the
fight.

"It will be too prematare to

dhraw amy concdusions, inded
img the mole of one of the plots
trom the AAIR'Ss preliminary
investigation repoart om AIr
Imdia Hight 171_. 'We shonld
allow AAIB to complete the
imvestigation in a fair, unhi
ased and tansparent manner,
Handa s2id. The Pilot In
Comrmand {PIC) was 5-year:
old Captain Someet
Sabharwal and the First
Otfacer was 31-year-ald Clive
Kundar. Sabharwals Hying
experience with 7RT was mane
tham &586 hoors, incloding
B260 hours as PIC, while
Kumndars flying experience
with this type of aircrafi was
1,128 bours

Kondar was pilot flying
while Sabharwal was pilot
moniforing for the AT 171
tlight operated swith the near
Iy 12-year-old Boeing 7&7-8
aircraft. According to the pre-
|iminary report, both pilogs
b sdeguate rest period prioc
o operating the Hlight.
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Until final report is
out, any speculation
unacceptable: Union

Al pilots’ assn lashes out

at ‘insinuation of suicide’

Chorus Grows
Against Prelim
Crash Findings

Times News NETwWoRK

New Delhi/Mumbai: A day
after Airline Pilots’ Associa-
tion of India said Alreraft Ac-
cident Investigation Bureau's
(AAIB)preliminary reporton
the Air India 171 crash led to
the promoting of a “presump-

> EDIT PAGE: Not AAIBly
done/Report Crashlands
b Al scraps ‘unfit’ plane
just before boarding, P 20

tion of pilot guilt” even before
the probe was complete, Indi-
an Commercial Pilots’ Asso-
ciation (1CPA), one of the Air
India pilots’ unions, Sunday
slammed the “reckless and
unfounded insinuation of pi-

“ To casually suggest
pilot suicide in the
ahesence of verified evidence
is a gross violation of ethical
reporting. It is not only
irresponsible, but also deeply
insensitive to individuals
and families involved. Until
final report is published, any
speculation is unacceptable
= Indian Commercial
Pilots’ Association

Fuel switch locks safe:
Boeina. US aviation org

l Juel switch locks on all Boe-
ing planes, including Dre-
amliners, aresafe, US Federal
Aviation Administration and
Boeing stated in privately is-
sued notifications Friday, ac-
cording to a Reuters report.
So Boeing hasn't recommen-
ded actionon thisissue, P14

lot suicide” that has been doi-
ngthe rounds since the report
was made public on Saturday.

AAIB had stated that both
fuel switches on the Boeing
787 transitioned from “run”
to “cut-off” three seconds af-
ter it took off from the run-
way, cutting off fuel supply to
the engines. “In the cockpit
voice recording, one of the pi-
lots is heard asking the other,
‘Why did you cut off (the fuel

supply)” The other respon-
ded he did not do s0,” accor-
ding to the report. However, it
didn’t elucidate why the fuel
control switches were cut off,

Soon after the report's re-
lease, pilots and aviation ex-
perts, in interviews and posts
on social media, claimed one
of the pilots had knowingly
cut off the fuel supply switch.

»Speculation..., P 20

= Contimeed from P 1
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Crash report a ‘cover-up’, say
AIl71 UK victims’

MNaomi Canton

London: Relatives of flyvers
who died in the June 12 Air
India erash have slammed
the preliminary probe as a
“cover up” to protect the Ta-
tas-owned airline, Boeing,
and Indian govt.

“This report is wrong.
We don't accept it,” said
Ameen  Siddigui, whose
British brother-in-law and
Gloucestershire  resident
Akeel Nanabawa, died
alongside wife Hannaa Vo-
rajee and their daughter Sa-
ra in the June 12 crash of the
Ahmedabad-London flight.

Speaking to UK's The Tel-
egraph from Surat. Siddigui
alleged that “they want to
hlame dead pilots who can-
not defend themselves”. Sid-
digui added that he had re-
jected Air India's compensa-
tion offer and would take the
airline to court for “killing”
his family members.

UK law firms are already
representing families of doz-
ens of passengers whodied in
the AL171 crash and eonsider-
ing legal action against Boe-
ingand AlrIndia.

Tushar Joge, whose cou-
sins in-laws Vallabh Nagji
Apheda and wife Vinaben
Vallabh Agheda, both in
their Tis, died in the crash
echoed the claim that the

UK law firms are representing
families of dozens of passengers
who died in the Al 171 crash and
considering legal action against
Boeing and Air india

probe report was a “cover-
up” for Adr Indiaand Boeing.

“We were preempting
that they would start blam-
ing the pilots. Why are they
not looking for a mechanical
fault? How qualified are peo-
ple in Indian Air Accident
Investigation Bureau? FAA
{US aviation regulator) gave
an advisory in 2018 to check
potential disengagement of
the fuel control switch lock-
ing feature. Shouldn't they
have made this a mandatory
requirement rather than an
advisory?” Joge asked,

The Agheda couple were

families

travelling to UK to spend
time with their youngest
daughter and her family in
Reading. Speaking to TOI
from Vadodara, their son-in-
law said: “Tt does not look
like it's the pilot's fault, It
could be Boeing's design
fault with the switches or it
could be Air India’s mainte-
nance issues. Most of the
families believe it's a prob-
lem with aircraft. Air India
is helping us with compen-
sation but we are move con-
cerned about getting the
right report. We want the
truth to make sure another
disaster doesn't happen.”

Imtivaz Ali Syed, whose
London-based brother
Javed, died with his wife and
two children, lamented that
the probe report was replete
with “aviation jargon prais-
ing Boeing's svstems” while
saving “nothing conclusive®,
“Evervone — Air India, Boe-
ing, Indian govt — has some-
thing to protect. But we have
lost our entire families. How
can we move on without the
truth? Imtiyazasked,

Rafik, cousin of crash
vietim Falzan Rafik from
Leicester, told BEC he did
not trust Indian govt. “Until
the airline provides the
cockpit recording to us, I'm
not going to believe the re-
port,” Rafik said.
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AI171 Report Crashlands

Inquiry is disservice to airlines flving Dreamliners. It's also slanted so that attention
focuses not on possible technical problems but, minus any real evidence, on pilots

Amit Singh

On June 12, an Air India Boeing 787
took of ! from Almedabad and crashed
moments later; killing all but one of its
oectipants. Exactly a month later, the
offictal preliminary report was releasad,
While it provides a basic sequence of
everils, It falls w answer the most
critical question: When did the engines
stop producing thrust?

This isn't a technical
debate, It's the key to under-
standing what went wiong, and who or what
was respansible. Instead of offering clarity,
the report quistly steers readers toward the
idea of pilot error, without saying it outright
This subtle shift leaves many, especially those
unfamilkar with aviation systems, assuming
the pilots made a mistake. That assumption i3
both dangerosus and unfounded.

capahble

It's important ta begin with the man at the
controls. The captain of Al 171 was nat only &
seasoned Boeing TH7 pilot but also o certified
trainer entrusted to teach and evaluate
others. As part al the selection process to
become a trainer, he had undergone detailed
pavchological screening, including by profes-
sionals trained to assess stress-handling.
decision-making, and memtal fitness, He was
the pilot you'd want in the cockpit on 8 had day.

Yet, certain foreign media outlets have
fleated malicious theories, sugeesting pilot error
or intentional action. Shockingly, one Indian “safety
expert” repeated these ideas without evidence, The
report dees not support these theories, and they insult
the memery of a competent professional who can no
longer defend himself.

Let ws be clear: no factual basis exists to hlame the
crow, The mvailable evidonce polnts o more profound,
maretechnical questions that the report avoids addressing,

Moise & silence

The report says the aircraft's two engines stoppad
responding three seconds aftor takeof It also savs the
pilots tried torestart them aboat 10 seconds later By then,

thee plinna wins (v ing too bow and too slow to recover.

It also notes that two necessary switches, used to
control the engine fuel supply. were moved to the 'off”
position, These switches are designed 1o be hard o
maowve accidentally and they have locks to prevent that.
The report lneludes a short volee recording from the
cockpit without clear attribution;

Pilot 1: “Why did youcutoff 7™

Pilot 2: =1 dida't do it

That's it, no further transcript. No context. The
words are wsed to hint that maybe one of the pilots

turned off the engines. But there's no follow-up No
analvsis. No explanation for how these switches might
hawve moved on thelr own, which 1s entively possible
based on earlier warnings issued by safety regulators
about this exact tvpe of switch wsed In ancther Boeing
plane - the 737.

Big contradiction
COTV footage from June 12 shows the aireraft in the
air, landing gear down, and a small emergency device
called a Ram Alr Turbine (RAT) already extended
Thisturbine islike s small windmill that pops out when
bothengines fatl, helping to power basle Dight controls
Theissue is that this turbine doesn't deploy instantly

1t takes a few seconds to come out after both engines
stop. Yet, in images, it's already visible when the air-
craft is barely a few storeys off the ground. That means
the engines must have falbed before the thne mentioned
inthereport

50, which is wirong, camora images or the AAIR
report’s timeline?

Silent beacon

Additionally, the aircraft's emergency locator
beacon - which should have started transmitting dis-
tress sipnals on impact - stayed silent. Was it
damaped? Mot armed? Mot working? Once again,
the report 2ives no Answers, nor recommends
checking other aircraft for similar issues.

Noflag raised

A pood preliminary report is not meant
to assign biame; i should highlight urgent
riska so other flights can be safer. That didn't
happen here.

Desplie known concerns about the fuel
control switches, the report doesn't call for
any checks acrose the Boelng Oeet, doesn't
advise reviewing the emergency responss
systems, and doesn't confirm that all the Dight
data and voler recordings wre recovered,

Compare this to other major accidents -
like the Ethiopian Alrlines crash in March
208 - where early reports included technical
diagrams. full transcripts, and multiple safety
recommendations, The contrast is stark

Final

This izn“tabout one flight. It's about how we investi-
gate air accidents in India, treat our professionals, and
protect publlc confidence inav latlon salety

Thecaptainof Al171 was arespected trainer and a
trusted professional. His actions in the final seconds
cannot be judged by a single volce quote faken out of
context. They must be understood in light of the
systems around him — the ones that may have failed
firat,

The real guestions are these: when did the engines
stopworking -and why? That's what the public deserves
toknow, That's what the final report must answer.

The writer £5 an ariation professiona! with eeer 25 years
EXDETIERCE
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Not AAIBly Done

Why the unsigned Al I” accident report patently
fails to meet the test of credibility

Accident Investigation Bureau has done well. International

rules gave |t 30 days to submit & preliminary report about
June 12's Al 171 Dreamliner crash, and it pushed 15 pages past the
finish line on Saturday. Unfortunately, most experts have assessed
the report to be short on substance. Preliminary reports cannot be
conclusive, but they should begin to shed lght. Families of the 260
deceased and the rest of humanity are none the wiser

The report's authors admit: “At this stage_..no definitive cause
has been determined.” All we know for sure now is that three seconds
after take-off, fuel supply to both engines stopped. Two possibilities
arise, A pilotcut itoff by Dipping twoswitches —one foreach engine,
Or that the switches were faulty. Without facts, plausibility is a
matter of preference. Are humans more fragile than mechanical
devices? Delibarately switching ofl engines at 65001 is suicidal, vet
some would subscribe to this view,
The issue with AAIB's report is that
it appears to push this possibility It
says one pllol asked the other why
he had flipped the switches, and the
other replied he hadn't.

We don't know the pilots’ exact
words, nor who asked and who
answered, We don't know what was
said before and after: Just two cherry-
picked sentences paraphrased in a
way that they slyly implicate the two pilots who cannot defend
themselves anymaore, IF pilot dialogue is material to the probe, so is
the fact that seven vears ago the US aviation regulator found fuel
control switches used in some Boeing 737: - similar to those in
Dreamliners - had been installed with their locking feature
disengaged. VT-ANB - the lost Dreamliner - was built four years
before that discovery:

AATR s report acknowledges this possibility, but doesn't buitress
it like the alternate possibility of deliberate pilot action. The fact
that no active airline pilots were involved in the investigation, and
that the report was submitted unsigned, raises more questions. As
dees Western media's access to these {indings two days before thelr
official release. AAIR has met {is deadline and may consider iis
joh done, but considering how its “narrative” - the “findings" are
ambiguous —has injured the reputations of AIT1's pilois, it should
reveal its findings in detail.

II‘ thesole purpose of investigations is tomeet deadlines, Alrcraft
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AIR FARE SOARS AS GUJARATIS GEAR UP FOR A RARE FOUR-DAY AUG BREAK

This I-Day weekend, Goa flights from
Ahmedabad 33% costlier than Dubai

Times News NETwoRk nectivity, monsoon charm,

Ahmedabad: After a rather
quiet summer travel season,
Gujaratis are making the
most of a back-to-back holi-
day bonanza this Aug. With
Independence Day falling on
a Friday, followed by Jan-
mashtami on Saturday and
Sunday rounding off the we-
ek, the three-day window
from Aug 15-17 is proving ir-
resistible for a quick geta-
way. However, even if you
planamonth before, around-
trip flight to a nearby desti-
nation mightjustburnahole
in your pocket. At the top of
the price charts is Goa, with
return fares from Ahmed-
abad between Aug 14 and 18
averaging around Rs 28,000
ondirect flights.
Surprisingly, return air
fare to Dubai are hovering
around Rs 21,000, which is
33% less for the same dates.
Even other domestic routes
like Dehradun (Rs 17,000),
Chennai (Rs 10,000), Mumbai
(Rs 10,000y, and Jaipur (Rs
9,000) are offering little reli-
ef. According to travel
agents, the Aug rush comes
against the backdrop of are-
latively quiet summer vaca-

SOARING

Destination Air Fare (in 7)*

Goa [EETYT)

Dubai
Kochi [ETES]
pehradun [N 17,000
Mumbai [ 10,000
saipur [N 9,000

chennai [ 10,000

“When booked on July 12 for travel on

Aug 14 and return nr}.ﬂ-uq 18; Roundtrip

ares, direct flights
Source: Travel agents, online portals

tion season, with many fami-
lies skipping May-June holi-
days.

“Domestic bookings nose-
dived after the India-Pakistan
border tensionsescalated and
the ill-fated terror attack on
tourists in Pahalgam. In fact,
there were ample cancella-
tions too. That apart, airspace
closure and other concerns
also impacted international
travel plans of many This is
thefirst real opportunity fora
short escapade afier months,
and people are booking their
holidays in large numbers,
especially families and young
working couples. That's pus-

hing fares up sharply,” said
Virendra Shah, ex-chairman,
Travel Agents’ Association of
India (TAAT) Gujarat chapter.
“Many travellers scram-
bled to cancel or rebook both
international and domestic
tickets, often at exorbitant
last-minute rates. Therush to
find alternate routes or desti-
nations only intensified the
price pressure,” he added.
Offering the best of both
worlds, including the hills
and the seas, lush forests and
waterfalls, Goa remains the
top pick for many travellers
from Gujarat, owingtoits pro-
¥imity with direct flight con-

beach-side properties, and vi-
brant local culture. Traditio-
nally, the coastal state also
draws visitors from Gujarat
who tend to go gambling on
Janmashtami.

“Interestingly, the trac-
tion for international desti-
nations is also good. People
are adjusting their leaves on
13/14 or 13 and 17 or 17/18 and
flocking to Southeast Asian
spots like Maldives, Krabi,
and Bali, among others. Even
SriLanka bookings have seen
a good uptake,” said Manish
Sharma, a travel industry ex-
pert based in Ahmedabad.

“With flights out of reach
for many, road trips are also
picking up strongly While
Udaipur, Mount Abu, the Polo
Forest region, and even heri-
tage stays in Kutch and Sau-
rashtra are seeing strong de-
mand, particularly for self-
drive holidays and quick fa-
mily packages. Travel plat-
formsarereportingasurgein
last-minute searches for stay-
cations and drivable destina-
tions from Ahmedabad. We
havealready witnessed anup-
tick in property prices in Uda-
ipur,” Sharma further explai-
ned.
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13 Al flyers left without seats at Bhuj

Smaller Aircraft Arrived To
Operate Mumbai Flight

Times News NETwoRK

Rajkot: Tempers flared at
Bhuj airport on Saturday
morning when 13 passengers
were not allowed to board an
Air India flight to Mumbai.
The passengers, many of
whom had travelled from re-
mote parts of Kutch withlug-
gage, were suddenly left
stranded.

According to sources at
the airport, the Air India
flight was to leave for Mum-
bai at 8.55am. During the bo-
arding process, several pas-
sengers were made to wait
while others were allowed to
board. Confusion grew when
the airline workersdisappea-
red from the counter.

By 8.15am, the frustrated

passengers began guestio-
ning why they weren't given
their boarding passes. Air-
port security tried to manage
the situation and as the pas-
sengers grew angrier, they
called in the airline staff.

The airline staff initially
told the passengers that they
hadbeenlate. Thearguments
continued as many asserted
that they had arrived on ti-
me.

In-charge airport direc-
tor Anurag Vaishnav said,
“AirIndiaofficials will be ab-
le to explain what happened.
What I do know is that they
made alternative travel ar-
rangements for the affected
passengers.”

Meet Thakkar, one of the
affected passengers, said he

The waiting passengers at Bhuj airport on Saturday

arrived at the airport with
his wife, two-vear-old son,
brother, and sister-in-law
“We all reached together. My
brother and sister-in-law had
done their web check-in and
were allowed to board. I was
refusedaboarding passatthe
airport counter. The staff la-
ter admitted that the aircraft

that had arrived from Mum-
bai was smaller and had fe-
wer seats than the number of
tickets booked,” he told TOL.
Thakkar said the airline
offered a car to Ahmedabad
and and an evening flight to
Mumbai, but he declined the
offer due to time constraints.
“Il needed to reach Mumbai

today: I spent my own money
to book a flight from Kandla
and made iton time,"” he said.

Many of the other pas-
sengers missed connecting
flights from Mumbai and las-
hed out at the airline for mis-
management and poor com-
munication.

An Air India spokesper-
son told TOT: “The aircraft
scheduled to operate AIGO9
from Bhuj to Mumbai on Sa-
turday was downgraded
from an A321 to A320 due to
operational reasons. A few
passengerscouldthusnotbo-
ard the flight. Our team at
Bhuj arranged alternatives
for the affected passengers,
including rebooking themon
other flights to their destina-
tions according to individual
preferences. Weregretthein-
convenience caused to the af-
fected passengers and thank
them for their understan-
ding.”
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Navi Mum airport to have world’s
fastest baggage claim system: CM

Fics: K & Chauchary

B B Nayak, Nisha
& Anurag Bende | Thy

Navi Mumbai/Pune: After
reviewing progress at the un
derconstrotion Navi Mumbai
airport with Dy CM Eknath
Shinde, CM Devendra Fadna
vis said on Saturdsy the new
abrport wonld have the sord's
‘fastest baggmger claim sy-
5l The airport’s initial
phases will accommodate 30
million | ngers and 08 mn
e o g ol cargo anmn
ally from Sept 3025, he added
He expressad satisfaction that
PM Modi, wheo performed the
pround-hreaking  eeremony
for theadrport in 2008, will also
inaugurate thefacility in Sept.

He sald, “Currently 13,000
o 14,000 workers are imvolved
in the work daily, amnd we have
asked suthorities to ncreass
their strength by oneand-a-
bl times or dotatle by Seqat an,
because other licences are
eomplete, but for commercial
operations, all work has to ba
fimizhed.'

On Oct 11, 2024, &n IAF
C-55 tranapart aireraft comp
letesd the Insugural landing xf
the nirport. Subsequently, on
Dheiz 28, 2024, an IndbGo Aidl-
nes Airbus ASM made the first
eommercial landing

Connectivity o e alrpoct
is al=o a major focus, the CM
sabd, “We have propared 3 big
connectivity plan. The linking
of Atal Setuto Coastal Road s
expacted o be completed by
March next year. From Thana,
adirectelevited road has boen
suggested and that work will
alsevstirt soon,” hiesabd

Arrangements are being
made for eonnecting the ai-
port rom four dinsctions with
all modes of transport, inchi-
dding suburban rallway, metro
or water transport, so that it
will be easy fior passengers to
reach, he sajd

Om the ‘missing hink' pro-
Ject, Fadnavis said in Pune,
“The Navi Mumbai airpot is
nearing completion and once
the missing link gets ready, Pu-
ne resjidents will be able (o e
awch Mavi Mumbai airport inn
little mowe than an hour. The
misging lnk propect will help
them avold 6 km of the ex-
pressweay and smve hall an ho
ur of travel time” The ‘mis-
zing link' project - a 115 kn
tinnel-bridgeroad  section

IN PHASE L AIRPDRT WII.L HAHDLE 20 MH PASSEHGERS ﬂ.NI'I.IAI.L\'

to begin with limited

flights

= Will expand to 247
operations when int'l

fights biegin

INDIGO
» First airfine to
announce NMIA

operations » Initial phase: 15

» Day 13 daily

36 domestic flights  Mights

connecting 15 cities = Expansion

> Later to Increasa to - next year; 404+

19 daily departures  domestic and 8-10

(158 filghts including  international Mights
arrivals) = Plan to hase

= Will include 14 10 aircraft at NMI&

international departures by FY 2027

PASSENGERS  CARGO HANDLING

erase L 20 mn

CURRENT STATUS

> Runway non-functional until Aug 6, notice
o runway closune likely te be extended tii

Sept end

= Existing Mumbai airport continues
pperations with about 850 Rights daily

= Passengers will have cholce between two

airparts once bookings open

» Miavi Murnbai airport - > Dp!rntlng hirs:
Bamto 8 pm
(12-hr window)

> Inauguration
CEfemony clrrently
panned for S2pt and

= Alrline passenger flights to start later
AIRLINE PLANS
AKASA AIR

> Will operate
from Day 1 of NMIA

Wos
FINAL r
prase R

STATUS

= Both tunneds,
including the ane
which 159 km leng

at 34 meters, are

complete, sois
another bridge

= However, the

bridge (set to be

construction

and widest in warld

crucial cable-stayed

India's taliest) across
Tiger Valley is under

BAI Tﬂ PUNE: MISSING LINK

from under the Lonavia ghats

has missed thiee desdlines:
July and Dec 2024 and July
W25, The Rs 555G crore project
is expoected to cut travel time
betwesn Mumbai and Pune by
Bl an hour by bypassing the
congested ghiat section. [t aims
r ease raflle, recduee acch
dents, improve fuel efficiency,
and offer spamless conneetivi-
&y between the two cities,

“While MSRDC set a Dec
2025 deadline, we are hopling
for Oct-Nov completion.™ Fad-
nav ks sald

Whien the other planned or
under<onatruction  augmen-
Lithon prajects stch as Chowk
(Pune-Eway - Pagote  (JJNPT)
M kem voad, Sewrl-Worll con
nector and smaller fivovers to-
wards the expressemy are
eompleted. trannel time botwe-

en the two cities will reduce by
an hour Elghty-ve per centof
the Expressway'scurrent traf-
e is projecied to nse the new
route

Al the site after reviewing
the ‘missing lnk" project, Fad-
navis deseribed it as an engi-
nesring marvel, noting that it
foptures India's longest road
tunnel and highest cable-stoay-
od toad bridge under const

THE PROJECT THE HURDLE
13 5 kIT] > Constructing cable-stayed > Getting skilled

oy il bricge with four 182m-tall workers to reach such a
bunne!-biitge-road pylons (equal ta 60-storey height and install cables and
saction fram under buildings each) against slabis also difflt
Lorminis ghas severe wind pressure in > Onging cabling wil
WHAT IT WILL DO walley is a challenge croate 2 1.000-# slab in
Save over half-an-hr's | * Other than that, the middle of the 650-m
travel by bypassing project faced delays dueto  bridge to connect Tiger
20 km ghats which E_"-“_'“?-_ mansoon winds and \.'_alley mlh twa tunnels on
witness long pile-ups | VEsibility in valiey either side

ruction over the scenic Tiger
Vallew:

“Pumne is the cultural capi-
tal ol the state, but now it has
also developed as the manufae-
turing and rechnology capital.
Therelore, these projects an:
tmportant for all of Maha-
rashira,” the Ch sakd

Shinde called the project &
“game-change:" - With inputs
Srom agencies
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Start flights from Navi Mum
airport by end of Sept: CM

‘Open Eway Link Before Dec Deadline’

B B Nayak, Nisha Nambiar
& Anurag Bende | Tun

Navi Mumbai/Pune: Sta-
ting that 94% of the work on
the Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA) was
aver, CMDevendra Fadnavis
on Saturday said the remai-
ning work should proceed in
such a way that the first pas-
senger flightcan start opera-
tions by end of Sept. He said
airportauthorities had been
asked to increase the nume-
rical strength of workers to
meet this target. Along with
the airport, the Mumbai-Pu-

ne Expressway ‘missing li-
nk’project will help the state
govt develop an economic
corridor comprising Mum-
bai, Mumbai Metropolitan
Region and Pune, he said.
For the ‘missing link’
project too, though MSRDC
has set a Dec 2025 deadline,
the CM said he was hoping
for completion in Oct-Nov,
On his way to Pune by ro-
ad, Fadnavis reviewed the
progress of the airport and
‘missing link” work with de-
puty CM Eknath Shinde.

»‘Fastest luggage claim', P 2
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