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Lucknow: Commercial flight
operations from the Nolida
International Airport in
Jewar will commence on
June 15, officials said on
Saturday. According to the
state government, domestic
carrier IndiGo will first
launch services from the
newly developed facility. A
statement said the inaugural
flight is scheduled to depart
from Chaudhary Charan
Singh International Airport,
Lucknow, at 7.05 am and
arrive at the Jewar airport at
8.05 am on June 15, Officials
said the first regular com-
mercial service from the air-
port will thereafter operate
to Bengaluru. The airport,
located in Gautam Buddh
MNagar district within the
Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority area, is considered
one of the Uttar Pradesh
government's flagship infra-
structure projects. Officials
said it will strengthen the
state's position as a major
aviation, logistics and con-
nectivity hub. — PTI
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Parandur airport crucial for State to
achieve $1.5 trillion economy: experts

It will not only improve connectivity but also atiract investments, support exports, and prove city's global competitiveness,
An airport must be viewed not only as a transport hub, but also as a strategic economic asset, they say at a panel discussion

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAL

or Tamil Nadu,
Fw‘hirh is aiming to
hecomme a 3.5 tril-

lbon econogity, It is cruckal
tor Chennai to get a second
airport at Parandur at the
earliest, say experts,

While speaking at a pa
nel discussion on why Pa
ramdur is vital for the city
and the State, induwstry
leaders said it would not
only improve connectivity
but alsa atract invest-
ments, support cxports,
and showcase Chennai's
ginbal competitiveness, [t
i important o view an alr
port not only as a transport
hub but also as a strategic
economile asset that will
unlock new opportunities,
they said

K. Phanindra Reddy, a
former 1AS officer, said.
“The second airport is like
regaining a lost opportuni-
1y, Your cannol get back the
tme and opportunitdes
lost, but you can at least
ensure that you lose no
further. The decision will
be made very quickly. This
State has great strengths,

Heed of the howr; . Krshnan, partner, 50
Association, Guindy: Viay Gopaian, formes CFO, J

and this gap must be
overcome.”

]. Krishnan, partner, 5,
Natesa Iver Logistics LLP,
and  governing  council
member of Madras Cham-
ber of Commerce and In
dusstries, said Chennal was
unigue in having both a
port and an airport, but
while other citles woke up
early and realised the need
for 4 second airport, the ci
iy missed the bus long ago,

“Tamil Nadu is one af
the premier States in the
country comtributing to the

prr Logistics

tax kitry, [has created a kot
of| employment [oppor
tunities], has @ motivated
workforee, amd wvery few
States boast such advantag-
es. But it has not heen lev-
eraged. Chennai has been
focusing on semiconduc-
tar, IT, ITES, und hence, wir
cargon is increasingly im-
pertant, The curremt in-
frastructure s highly In-
adequate. We need to
think fast and act right and
rapidly,” he added,

V.K. Girish Pandian, pre
sident of the Industrial Es

Asia india; and e 145 officer K. Phanindra Reddy at a parel d

tate Manufacturers Asso
ciation, Guindy, said the

BOVErNMENL's priority
izt b b0 ensure that the
second  airport i esta-

hlished at a pood time.
Vijay Gopalan, former
CFO of AlrAsia [ndia, said
the Pamndur  airport
witld be hugely beneficial
fior the State economibcally,
He recollected how the ak-
line, which wanted to
make Chennal its hub,
eventually chose the Ben-
galury airport in 2013, and
highlighted the capacity

SUPER CHENP

e Eanafacturers

L SR RAH LM ATHAN

constraints of the existing
city airport,

"Some of the best cities
i the world such a2 Singa
pore, Homg Kong, Tokvo,
and Dubai are aviatfion
hubs. Even ten years ago,
we had an opportunity,
There is only 50 much we
can do with the existing
airpore, and we need a
much larger alrport. In
tront of our eyes, we lost to
Bengalum. The second abr-
port is nat a Jusury bat an
absolute necessity for the
State,” he said.
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Ranchi airport posts ¥87.56 cr net profit in FY 2025-26 as passenger traffic hits 27 lakh

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE
B Ranchi

The Birsa Munda Airport gen-
erated a net profit of ¥87.56
crore in the 2025-26 financial
year, while passenger traffic
reached 27 lakh during the
fiscal, its director Vinod
Kumar said on Saturday.
He said the airport’s
remarkable progress in pas-
senger traffic, amenities,
financial performance, and
infrastructural development
reflects the economic
progress of jharkhand.
"In FY 2023-24, the airport
earned a profit of ¥49.21
crore, which increased to
$04.00 crore in FY 2024-25.
It further rose to I87.56
crore in the financial year of
2025-26. This achievement

RT'WQF!I’H?

continuous

reflects
improvement in opera-

tional efficiency and
revenue generation capac-
ity,” Kumar said.

About passenger traffic,

he said the airport handled
about 27 lakh passengers in
2025-26, a significant
increase from 6.5 lakh in
2014-15.

“This growth symbolises

' | | Vi
f‘,‘-L BIRSA MUNDA AIRPORT

the flourishing economic
activities, trade, tourism,
and improved air connectiv-
ity in |jharkhand,” Kumar
added.

Several important devel-

opment projects have been
completed at the airport
in recent years, which
include the construction of
a new air traffic control
{ATC) tower, installation of
DVOR and ILS systems,
apron expansion, passenger
boarding bridges, expan-
sion of the security area,
and modernisation of
passenger facilities.

"These projects have
further strengthened the
airport's capacity, safety,
and operational efficien-
cy,” its director said. Kumar
said the airport will organ-
ise 'Yatri Suvidha Divas’ on
June 15.

A series of programmes
will be organised to
promote passenger conve-
nience, public awareness,

social responsibility, envi-
ronmental conservation,
and the enrichment of local
culture on the occasion,
he said.

To promote environmen-
tal conservation, a tree plan-
tation and sapling distribu-
tion drive will also be
conducted.

"To showcase [harkhand's
rich cultural heritage, folk
dances, local art, and hand-
icraft exhibitions wiil be
organised. Painting and quiz
competitions will be held for
children, while blood dona-
tion camps, free health
check-up camps for passen-
gers and stakeholders, and
free eye check-up camps
for taxi and auto drivers
will also be organised,”
Kumar added.
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A Lucknow-Delhi Indigo Right
was delayed on Friday after
a hoax bomb threat was
received shortly before it was
to take off from the
Chaudhary Charan Singh
International Alrport at
Amausi here.

The IndiGo flight carrying
around 180 passengers was
scheduled to depart from
Lucknow at11:15 am however

LUCKNOW

Bomb hoax delays Lko-Delhi
flight at Amausi airport

sources said that a tissue
paper with "bomb"” written
on it was found inside the
toilet of the aircraft after the
boarding had been complet-
ed.The aircraht was shifted to
the isolation bay and stan-
dard security protocols were
followed after all concerned
authorities were informed
and de-boarding of passen-
gEers was carried out
Sources said that the frisk-
ing of the passengers was
completed by 12:30 pm which

was followed by a screening
of the luggage."The anti-sab-
otage check was completed
by 1356 hours and nothing
was found on the aircraft,”
the sources added. The plane
departed at 3.05 pm.

The Indigo spokesperson,
while giving details, said that
shortly before take-off, a secu-
rity threat was noticed
onboard IndiGo Aight 6E 2111
scheduled to operate from
Lucknow to Delhion June 12,
2026. "Following the estab-

13 JUNE 2026

lished protocol, we informed
the relevant authorities
immediately and fully coop-
erated with them in carrying
out the necessary security
checks. We regret the incon
venience caused to our cus-
tomers. We made all efforts
to minimise it including offer-
ing them refreshments and
timely updates. As always,
safety and security of our
customers, crew and aircraft
are our topmost priorities,”
she said.
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Valley alrport concern

MUZAFFAR RAINA

Srinagar: The proposad clo-
sure of Kashmir's only civil-
{an alrport for weeks starting
In July has sparked concorn in
the Valley, with chief minister
Omar Abduliah on Friday tak-
ing up the issue with central
ministers to cantion them on
the move's Impact on Hves and
torism here,

The announcement comes
weeks after the Unlon cibinet
approved the development
of the Srinagar alrport clvil
enclave al an estimated cost
of ¥1,677 crore to enhance
passenger-handling capaci-
t¥, modernise aviatlon infra-
strocture and significantly im-
prove alr connectivity to and
from Kashmir.

Separately, Srinagar air-
port recently 1ssued a passen-
ger advisory that sald a total
clisura of rinway onaraiions

Srinagar alrport.
File pletura

was proposed from October 1
to Detober 16, An offtclal said
repalrs were being done as
part of Phase III of the run-
way-resurfacing project

It also sald the runway
would remain unavailable om
Mondays and Tuesdays from
July 1 0 September 30, The
operations will thus remain
suspended for around seven
wooks botwoon July 1 and Oc-
bt 16,

An officlal spokesperson
sald Omar hald back-m-hack
mesatings with defence minis-
ter Rajnath Singh and Onlon
minister for civil aviation Kin
Jarapu Rammohan Naldu 1o
New Dwelhi on Friday to raise
CONCerns over the proposed
closure of the atrport.

In a statement, an official
SpoKespErson sall the chiaf
minister undsraecored the im-
portance of maintaining un-
Interrupted alr connectiVity o
Jammu and Kashmdr, partcu-
larly during the peak autamn
tourism season when the Val-
loy attracts a large number
of visitors from across the
COUNITY.

The chief minister re-
guested the defence minister
o explore the possibillty of
operating civillan fllghts from
the Awantipora Alr Base, as
was done during similar air-
nert elnsurns 1n 19ER and 2060
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Taxiing towards takeoff: Noida Airport to
compete with IGI for passengers, airlines

mll.lmmﬁndm coim

New Delhi: Constrained sup-
ply sruggling to cope with ex-
ploding demand has long been
the prevalent theme for criti
cal Infrpstructure In India,
arross aectors. Additional ca
pacity becomes ready long af-
ter the existing one has got sat-
urated and i bursting at
seams, Challenges of this sce
nario are well known (o desi
consumers, who have been o
the receiving endof many nde-
mand-supply crunch

MNoida International Alr-
port (NIA) will brenk this
mottld when it becomes oper
ationnl Monday It brings chole
#5 to alr trovellers in a region
where the sole hub, Delhi's
IG1A, handled 78 crore flvers
last venr; 27% less than its cur
rent capacity of 11erore passen-
gers annually (CPA) with four
runways and threeterminals

This West Asia war-ray-
aged year has not been great
forthe global economy ingen
eral and aviation In particu-

lar: An IGLA still having room
for more Dights, and an NIA
keen to make its mark quick-
Iw 15 good news for llers, who
will have more options in the
near future But italso brings
its ownchallenges for N1Aop
erntor Flughafen Zirich AG,
an unprecedentsd one in In
dia as new airports here have
traffic waiting for them when
they open. Not so with N1A

Sample this Existing air
ports in Bengaloru (HAL) and
Hyderabad (Begumpet) were
shut for commercial oper-
ations when the two IT cities
got new airports in 2008, Goa
got Mopa as Navy's Dabolim
hos resirictions on commer-
cial operations. Mumbnai got
its second airport with the ex-
isting CSMIA operating way
bevond capacity, 20 any addi-
tional Night goes to Navi Mum
bal, And Vieng alrport will not
see commercial lghts once
Bhogapiiram gets operational
later this vear

NIA, however, will have to
compete for flights with the
hiigrely bestter conmected 1GLA

HOW NIA PLANS TO GROW

Especially during the ongoing
Wzl Asia erisis when alrines
are cutting Dights left, right
and centre as operating costs
spiral and the rupee falls.

The NIA developer had ap-
pointed Landrum & Brown
(L), one of the world's aldest
aviation planning consulinney
firms, o conduct a traffic
study To determine that, LER
first did so for the Delhi region
as o whole. The study projects
NLA will account for about B%
of Delhi-NCRs alr traflfie de-
mand this fiscal, with that
share rising to almost 14% in
the fiscal ending March 2060,
IGIA will “continue to be fa
voursd by airdines during the
initinl vears post commencoes
ment of operations at NIA..,
once trafficat IGLA nears itsul-
timate capacity, it 1s expected
that there will be spillage of
{tradTho to NLA," It says

NIA opens with an initial
capacity of 1.2 crore passen-
gers per annum (CPA), which
is the capacity of IGIA's aldest
amdl smallest terminal. T2 5o
with no capacity constraints,

what the long-awaited second
commercial alrport in the
short term menns for Delh-
NCR fliers Is more options es-
pecially in peak hours as IGLA
has no spare slots in highly
sought morning and evening
timeslotsof 69 am/ pm. People
whoneed to reach Delhioroth
er big cities in time for morn-
ing business mectings and ba
back in time to sleep at home
will have more early morning
and lnte-night Mights.

While it sounds easy, NIA
has not had it easy since incep-
tiomn. Ii was to hawve three
launch airlines — [ndiGo,
Akasa and Air India Express,
But due o massive losses of
the Al Group last fiscal, the Tn
ta group budget carrier has
pulled out of NIA. So Noida
will primarily be an IndiGo
dirport with some flights by
Akasa o begin with, Reglonal
Nights, which so fur didn't get
IGLA slots, could make a bes-
linge fior Noida unless Delhi air-
port changes its stance.

Moreover, airlines have nio
oost acvantage ot NLA. Delhl

= Starting capacity The People Rush

(T1 with one runway) A massive urban agglomeration like

| 1.2 crore passengers  Delhi-NCR needs multiple alrports with

annually (CPA) its population projected to grow by

» T1 to expand to 3 nearly 50% of current estimates by 2041

CPA by 2030 RO NCR populat 65 Figiner

> Work on 12 & 2021 [ 7.2

b

when passenger

traffic hits 2.4 crore < Y, i

> T2 to be built in 2036 [ 10

twostagesof 2CPA 2041 |, 113

each Senuroe NCR Plannire Bosrd. Combined populniion of

> Hﬂﬁﬂhlnﬁm Dol snd parts of Haryana, Ragesmhan aitd UP in the WCR

capacity to be

trigger for launching How much I's dof wir trafii 10.2 e il

the next phase of will Dedhi's air 10 -4 &4 5 s

development traffic grow by 8 9.6 sk er 29 EN | e

» UP govt working to i~ aﬁﬁ; | 3

expand NIA area to study NIA's domestic share NIA's int’l air traffic

over 5,000 hectares estimalos and 1 ssaL Ller LTer

E?EMIMM Noida airport's  2- (108%) (129%) (152%) (72%)  1- 4lakh Glakh  8.1lakh 10lakh
OUSE many ; ———————— (21%)  (26%)  (3.2%)

more terminals and shareinit o : ,

runways St AR iy FYa7 Fras FY2 FYa0 FYis Fya9 FYag

I}

govt has temporarily cut VAT
on et Tuel to 7%, dimming the
shine on Noida's 1% VAT ad-
vaniage, Connectivity will also
beamajorissue in initial years
as long as golng by road is the
only option for passengers and
thll NIA gt o metro link

“NLA has been bid out on
revenue-sharing, which is per
passenger basis and there's no
revenue share for cargo. Al-
most a quarterof aircargo des
tined to and from NCR comaes
from NIAs catchment area
However, in [ndia, 70-75% car-
go goes in the belly of passen-
ger planes. S0, unless vou have
enough commercial fights,
cargo bulldup can’t happen,”
sald an industry inssder NIA is
betting big on cargo

Taking off amid turbu-
lence, thiscould have financial
implications. But NIA's long:
term story |8 rock solid. So
much so that other big private
ilrport operators in India arve
already seeing a role for them-
selves when and if Flughafen
Zurich AG decides to dilute its
stake in Nolda Alrport

The reazon is the popula
tion growth of the Delhi-NCR
megapolis, which will be-
come the most populous ur-
ban conglomerate globally by
overtaking Tokve by 2030
when population touches the
g-crore mark, according to
NCR Planning Board. That is
the time when NIA is project-
ed to be completing the first
of Itsthree phase-wise expan-
slons. Phase 1 expansion will
see NIA Tl growing to a ca-
pacity of 3 CPA. The current
plans are for two runways
and as many terminals to re.
ach a peak capacity of TCPA,

An airport 1s a long=term
story. The Palam Alrfield was
estahlished by the Britigh in the
196305 and expanded to be used
asan airbase during World War
II. Commercial Nights here
started in 1962 when the same
wiere moved from Safdarjung
Alrport due to increase in traf-
fie In its nineties, IGIA is vet to
se¢ the final chapter in its evo-
lution which will be the re-
placement of T2 with T4 some-
time in the next decnde
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Ghats to Taj & Kumbh: Artist’s 2-yr journey finds canvas

Meenakshi Sknha it imesolindiz com

Noida: When passengers walk into
Noida Interpational Airport on June
15, they will be greeted not just by the
usunl glitter of steel and gloss, but by n
100-foot painting deplcting the state's
heritage and an installation with more
than 8,500 brass bells — two artworks
by Padma Shriartist Paresh Maity
The works, commissioned nearly
two vours ago, had come with o straight
brief: create something maghcal and im-
mersive, something that would give the
building a soul. Malty (61), a native of
Tamhik in West Bengal whose career
spans nearly five decades and 80 soloex-

hibittons across India and
abroad, rose tothe challenge.

The frst work, Jagritl
(awakening), is a painting
measuring 8 by 100 feet, com-
posed of six panels. Compled
ed in Oct 2025 and installed a
the airport shortly thereafter,

it draws lis philosophical AmstParﬁhMany

structire from Sadanga, or
the six limbs of art, that forrm the bed-
rock of clnssicn] art thoory

Each of 1ts panels is devoted toa
place of religious and eultural signifi-
cance in UP, The first is Varanasi with
itsancient ghats and temples. Thesec-
ond panel depicts Sarnath, where

j Gautam Buddha deliversd

his first sermon. Two others
capture the Taj Mahal in
Agra at sunrise and the still
waters of Kusum Sarovar in
Mathura-Vrindavan The
fifth panel paints Ayvodhya,
the birthplace of Lord Ram,
and the last is on Maha-
kumbh at Pravagraj, roiling
with the energy of the world's largest
spiritual gathering

“The work refllects the idea of spiri
tual awakening and India’s rich civilisa
tional legacy”™ Maity said, adding that
he spent nearly two years in research
and travel, revisiting the six sites depict-

el In Jagritl, sketching and absorbing
before commitiing anvthing to panel.

The second work, Myvstic Abode, 15
an installation comprising 18 panels
and more than 8500 brass bells. “The
installation invites visitors to pause,
engage thelr senses, and experience a
moment of calm amid the pace of con-
temporary life,” Matty sakd

For passengers rushing to board
an early Might, or waiting out a delay,
the works offer a renson to stop, loolk
andl, for & moment, feel somewhere
rather than merely passing through.

Maity is also credited with creating
one of the world's longest murals for the
imternational terminal & 1G] Alrport
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Maintenance of Srinagar airport runway
necessary, no major repair in 15 yrs: AAl

CuR CORRESPONDENT

SHINAGARL [UTNELS
The Airports Authority of
[ndia {AAD on Satarday said
itwill undertake a major over-
haul of the runway at Sring-
gar Intemational  Ajfrport,
with phased maintenance
work plonnesd from July and &
proposed 15-day closure in
October, as the mmvay has
not undergone muajor repairs
in the kst 15 vears

AAI Director for Srinagar
pirport, Javed Anjum  said
rumway maintenance was
long overdue as such
repairs are penerally
required every 10 vears.

“Every runway needs main-
tenance, Here, the last main-
tenance was done 15 years
ago. Maintenance of arunway
i5 necessary every 10 vears,
So, we hove taken up Lhe
muaintenanee of the runway at
the airport here,” Anjum sakd,

Arcnrding to AAL flight
operations will remain sus-
pended on Mondayes and Thes-
days from July to fscilitate
phased repairs. The authority
has also proposed a complete

closure of the rumsay for a

Javed Anjum, DMrector, Srinagar International Adrport,
addresses a press conference in Srinagar on Saturday, aa

fortrught m October to camry
ot the final phase of thewarke

“Monday and Tuesday are
mandatory. For safe aircrafl
operations, we need safe run-
ways. We will take up a small
portion of the mumsay every
Monday and Tuesday, while
i ght opemtions will continie
during the remaining days of
the week,” Anjum said,

He said the final phase of
the project would require o
complete shutdown of the
rumway for 15 daysin October

The airport director, howey-
er, said the AAT would shide
by any decision taken by the
government regarding (Hight
operations dunng the mainte-
nanoe penod.

‘As and when we get
instructions, whatever the
govermnment's plan is, we will
abide by that. [fwe areasked
to operate flights or defer the
maintenance schedule, we
will do sn,” he snid,

The proposed October

closure has raised con-

cerns within the tourism
industry which fears it
eould affect tourist arrivals
during the peak Durga
Puja holiday season

Mesrwhile, airport authari-
ties said Srinagar airport con-
timiees to witness significant
grmowth mn connectivity and
infrastructure development.
During the Airports Authority
of Indin's “Yatri Suvidha
Diwas”, officials highlighted
Improvements in passenger
facilities, cargo operations
s future expansion plans.

Passenger traffic at the air-
part, however, dedined from
447 milbion in 2024-25 to 3.38
million in 202526 folowing
the Pahalgam terror attack in
April 025, in which 26 people,
micstly tourists, were killed.

Despite the dip, officials
said passenger traffic had
grown from 2 million in
2014-15to 4. 47 million m 2024-
25, reflecting the airport's
expandng mle in regwonal
connectivity and  economic
development.

“The Govemment of India
has allocated Hs 1,667 crore
for the expansion of Sonagar
arport. The terminal capacity

will increase from 2.5 million
passengers  per  annuam
(MPPA) to 10 MPPA, while
the terminal area will expeand
froum 20,000 sq m to T1,000 5q
mi, A miltidevel parking fel
ity with capacity for 1000
vehicles will also be devel
oped.” officials sid

The e terminsl will be
built to international stan-
dards and will be capable of
handling 15 aircraft stmulta-
neously, The expansion pooj
ect is expected to be complet-
e within four vepss

Authorities also sad that, m
oollaboration with the Jammg
and Kashmir admindstmtion
and the Notional Highways
Authonty of India (WHALL a
new airpart nk mad from the
ring road is being planned to
Improve passenger access o
the airport

Cargo operations have
alsn expanded significant-
Iy, with annual cargo han-
dling increasing fram 7,000
metric tonnes to 10,500
metric tannes over the past
five years The airport cur
rently has an annual cargo
handling capacity of 40,000

metric tannes,
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Al crash: No

timeline for

final report

No specific details about

probe status, findings

v

NEW DELHI/AHMEDABAD,
AGENCIES

ircraft accident probe
agency AAIBon Friday

1Issued an interim state-

menton the probeinto Air In-
dia’s AI-171 plane crash that
killed 260 people on June 12
lastyear, and said the final re-
port would be released upon
completion of all investigative
activities, requisite interna-
tional review and consulta-
tion processes.

The Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIB)
said the investigation team
had undertaken an extensive
and rigorous examination of
all relevant technical, opera-
tional, organisational and hu-
man factors associated with
theaccidentover the lastyear.

[tdid not provide a timeline
for the final report, nor spe-
cific details about the probe
status or findings so far.

The update was met with
scepticism from some fami-
lies,who gathered in Ahmed-
abad to mourn the victims.

Inits interim statement on
the progress of the probe, the
AAIB said it remained firmly
committed to conducting a
thorough, independent, ob-
jective and evidence-based
investigation.

“The finalreportwill bere-
leased upon completion of all
investigative activitiesand the
requisite international review
and consultation processes

Publication Date
13/06/2026

Bereaved relatives at the
crashsiteonthe
firstanniversary of the
tragedy, in Ahmedabad on
Friday. REUTERS

prescribed under ICAO An-
nex 13,” it said.

ICAO (International Civil
Aviation Organization) An-
nexure 13 refers to investiga-
tions into aircraft accidents.

According tothe AAIB, the
investigation had been sup-
ported by accredited repre-
sentatives, technical advisers
and subject matter experts
from relevant organisations.

Meanwhile, the AAIB not-
ed that the sole purpose of an
accident investigation was
to enhance aviation safety
through the identification of
lessonsand safetyrecommen-
dations, and not to apportion
blame or liability.

“Accordingly, the AAIB
urgesall stakeholders, includ-
ing the media and the public,
torefrain from speculation or
premature conclusionswhile
the investigation remains in
progress, thestatementsaid.

Presented by T}H
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Nofinal report...

The AAIH strted thasignificant progress has been

No final report, only

_i_nterim statement

Dhalrya Gajara

viLbEaR]
—

Ak ol il gathiened o
investigate the Alr Indin AL
crh in Ahvmedobad lns vear s
underwin, saicl the Adreralt Ac-
cident  Investigation  Buredau
{AATRY om the st noniversary
o the nccident, The
gative body nlso said it may con
duet o

Frversi-

chsion & supparied by
SCICTILITC ar .ll!.Lb

Although Union Civil Awt-
ation. Miniser Fam Mohan
Maldi had said the firal irvei-
gation report bmo the crash
winilcl e rddensed by e first on-
fileei sy, AUATE did ot |:-|ll:1||
thes lull report, O Fride: Moidu
sl thee invesstigation conlingies
with dilipepee and profisssional
s in secordanoe with estab-

{l I 1
evalugtions o en- TICRASH
sure  the con

=l

lshed natonal and  eer-
mariond] procedires “We re-
makn comesited o a thorough

il aldertive determibnation of

further enhoncing  ivingion
snfery” ke skl on X, On Friday
AAIR Bserd an innerim state-
mier fow the disnster; which oe-
curred shortly after the Boeing
i 0ff from Abmedabad
w Jume 12, 0
According  to
AAIE, the past 12
manths have been defined by
an “extensive and rgorows”
gathering ofevidence. 1t sabd te
probe am has fooused on a
wide ramge of technical, oper-
mional, organsational, and
hitman (nciors while sworldog

Wit b tiermationally secredited

represeniatives, technienl -
visers, nned domnin experta

CONTINUED ON HATION

BEE NATION

made in reviewing aircrafi systemis and flight
recorder dota, engine-relared components. and
degailed maintenance history and operational rec-
orids relevan o the investigation. The agency i
currently snalysing the evidence gathered and the
resailes ol sirions el ‘i i cormpreho-
sbve ane integrated monnes” 10 added e sdedi-
tiomal tee bmicnl esulmtions and -\{h'fi.I"'\-l -
iliinis, Whervver ooiskderod neossany, will con-
I

The Fedemtion of Indian Pilots (FIP} has, on
multiple occasions. written to the AALD about sev
erl possible theores that might hawe led tot

arash ralsing concerns that the investigation is

overlookang, seriows dectrical problems with the
Boeing 787 In s statement on Friday, the agency
sald every aspect of te accident will be examined
“with the utmost care and dilipeno: so that the
fndings and safery recommendstions command
the confidence of all stakeholders”

r akeo wrged alf stabeholders, the medis, andche
publiz w refrain from specolating or jumging o
premutise conclsions while the invesigation
reeagis. “The sode purpose of an accident Imes-
ation i o enhonee aviotion sifety through ohe
ienifoaton of kssons and sfety recomimenclo-
tions, and not to ppportion blame or liobilineg i

r

wbch=cl

The AAIE dated it will publish the final imestiga
tion report after completing ofl investigtive aetiv
ithes, the requisie international review:, and the con-
sulinion  precess.  preseribed under  the
Internathonsl Civil Aviaton Orgonizations Annex LE
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IndiGo flight
cleared after
bomb scare

An IndiGo flight from
Ahmedabad to Delhi
made an emergency land-
ing at Lucknow's airport
Friday following a bomix
threat found on a lavatory
tissue paper, Flight GE-
2111 landed safely, and all
|60 passangers were
evacuated. Sacurity
agencies, including bomb
disposal and dog squads,
conducted a comprehen-
sive thres-hour search of
the a rr.".-'u‘1 ani EIEIF'EI—
Finding no suspicious
lterns, authorities declared
tha plane safe. The flight
subsagquently departed Tor
Diethi. Onticials are now
investigating to idenfity
the parson responsible for
the hoax

-Biswajeet Banerjoe

13 JUNE 2026
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Bomb Scare Forces Flight's
Emergency Landing in Lucknow

UP State Bureau

LLCERDNY

Panie gripped passengers
gboard an  Ahmedabad-m-
Drethiflight after a bormb threat
mlessnge Wik repotedly dis-

covered on & piece of dssue  nfbrmed abe teaffic conrol
poper durdng the journey,  ond security agencies. leading
prompting  dithorities o oo sl decsion lamd 1he
divert the pircrall and corry  pirerall i Lockoevs us o opoe
Wil e emergency inding o contionary mesure

Lucknonw pirpori Upon arrpal, the plans was
The Night wos en moute o mesed ooon skt are {
Delhi when the suspicious  theairport where seocurity per:
note was found, immedintely  sonna, banb disposal sponds
alerting the cabin crew. and intelligence agencles
Following stondard security  lsunched & comprehensive
protocole.  ailrline  officials  inspection
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Air India seeks to defer aircraft
deliveries amid downsizing bid

Bloombery

oS SR TR T

Ar bnadis Lad s loodong m Sefer
alrcralt debiveries, oot fEghts
amud peond ot o1 EaTon Plam
afier majority owner Tata
Group instracted the canmiet to
focus on redocing its reoord
losscs. acoording te poople
{armliar with the mancr

The change in strategy is an
abrigt pivod from an bt
growih plan. I reflects the koss
of confdenor in an atrfme that
sullered & Latal crashy 2 vewr agn
and has door iscurted an
anrnal loss cguivalont (o about
1 billon

The downsinng will imvodve 2
varety of efforts to reduos oosts
Adr Infia is b disows o with
Alrbus 5E and Bocing Co. o
b dereen el of 2= ey
as 500 plancs previousiy
onderol. said the poople, who
asked not o be identificd
becawse the tallks afe privale
Dt s wwcmaled eruadde Abr Iradis
o sy bk the barpe povmcnes
o tor plare mualorrs wion dok-
oy, The Carmier b b recval e

AIRINDIAIS IN
TALKS WTTH
AIRBUS AND
BOEING TO

SLOW DOWN
DELIVERIES OF AS
MANY AS 500 JETS

afrg, plars to iy bo new domes
b i ey e thomial Gesting
Thclrs, [AMAREME woff Fowles 2wl
mstponing launchees o some
arpodts. such as the new Nodds
Irecrnanoen ] Alrpert nesr New
Diefba. the people famiar with
thae matter saiad

Alr Inadia’s cownd amibszons
folbow & weties of i_'l'i.l!lt.'.ﬂgn
thadt havy pashed it deep into
the red. The deadly crash bast
Jume. Paksitan Closimg 108 aky
wpoa b0 Dnndisn carmiors, amd the
war in lran have disrupted
flsghes forced condly revouting
and devven up fuel expenses
The weadk Frdian mapee Meis ahuo
added oo its Snancial woes since
monach of the arfoee 3 comils 2 in
il

The Taty Growp, whikch took
over the national carrier Ia
201, oowi wants Alr Indias o
tCmupeT its growth soawgy o
focun on stabiliziag current
o ratmne. and implement amd
CLETE measures. poophe Lamil
iar with the matier said. Adr
India earlier this wear
anroursird Might o= e 10 the
Iran war and alrspace shuot:
dorama An Aar Inefias sposhies por
son waid the Bloomby rg Gudricy
wte hisghby spevulaanee, and the
CATT remains commiiied o
moaderrairing i Movt and carry
g, oat i bong Y wansdor
matkmn plan

Tata amid Airbus dida’
respond o regacts for OO
ment A Bocing spokesporaon
devlined 10 Commemnit

The Axg carmier. whach oper
ates ity namesake Alr India full-
service girfine s low-Cost aim
Adr Inafis Exprcws, buns Beers los
g Moy for rowdne thuen 3 dec
ade oven though revenee and
opcrathon: have grown on the
buncik off thee CominiTy s ETONE o
D expansion and songng
travel devieansd
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Air India changes course

(M/E BLREAL'

Calomtta: Al India 1s looking
1o defer alreruft dellveries, cut
flights and postpons cxpansion
plane after majority owner
Tata (AvUR Instructed te car-
Tler to fiscus on reducing s re-
oond 1osses, 4 Blsombarg News
report suld on Friday.

The change In siralegy s
an ehrupt plvot from an am-
bitlons growth plan. 1t reflects
the loss of confldence in an
alrline that sufferad a fatal
crush a veir ago and has sinea
ineurred an annual loss equiv-
alent toabout $3 billion

The downsizing will in
voive a vartety of efforts tore-
duce costs. Alr India 15 In dQis-
cusslons with Alrbos SE and
Boatng Co, toslow down deliy-
eries of as many as 500 planes
praviously orderad, the repoT
snid guoting sources,

7 B

Ajrline tocut flights,
dhislay airorall delivery

Doing so would enable Alr
India to push back the large
pavments due to plamns makers
upon delivery.

The carrier s also resval-
nuating plans to fy to new do-
maeste and iInternationsl destd-
nations, proming some routes
and postponing launches at
s atrports, such as the new
Naolda International Atrport
niegr New Delhl, the sources
told Blocmberg.

Alr India’s cowad amibi-
tons follow & sarles of chal-
langes that have pushed U
deep Into the red. The deadly
crash last June, Prkistan clos
ing its alrspace io Indian car-
riars, and the war In [ran have
disrupeed Mghts, froed costly
rerouting and driven up fuel
BN persag,

The weak rupes has also
added to {ts financial woes
since much of the airline's
Costs are in dollars,

The Tata group, which
ook over the natlonal carrier
in 2022 now wants Alr India
to temper its growth strategy
o focus on stabiising currand
operatlons and implement
COst-CUtiing measures, people
famillar with the matter sald

Alr India earfier this year
announced fight cuts due
to the Iran war and airspace
shnidlowmns,
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AIl7I crash: No repOrt a Year Probe in advanced
later, ICAO deadline missed

Manju¥@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The Aircraft Accidentl Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) released no report on the
Afdr India Flight 17 crash on Friday, the first
anniversary of the tragedy in Ahmedabad
that claimed 260 lives, It thus missed the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organisation’s(1CAQ)
12-month deadlinefor afinal or interim report.

The Annex 13 document of ICAQ, which la-
vs down the guidelines for accident investiga-
tion, doesn't mandate but only recommends
that member states release a final report wit-
hin 12 months of anaccident.

The ministry of civilaviationon Friday sa-
id that significant progress has been made in
the examination and analvsis of aircraft sy-
stems, flight recorder data, and engine-related
components. The Federation of Indian Pilots
{(FIP) said it had requested the govt not to put
out an interim report.

Pk Continued on P3

Umia Kacam

Senior cabin supervisor Shraddha Dhawan's family
at an interfaith memorial service held in Mumbai on
Friday. Families and friends of 11 deceased crew
members who were from Mumbai gathered to
mourn their loss, Al pilot Amol Mahadik, who lost his
wife and crew member Aparna, urged people ‘not to
jump to conclusions or place blame on the pilots or
crew before the investigation is complete®

stage, says AAIB

+ Continued from P1

the resulis of various ex-

aminations are currently
bring analysed in a ermprehen:
siver and integrated manner...
Additional technieal evaluations
and apeciallst examination,
wherever considerod necessary
will continue to be undertaken
to ensgre that all findings and
eonclusions are supparted by
verified evidence and sciontific
annlysis” the minkstry said

For decades, India had hon-
oured the 12-mosith desidline for
Ental airiine secident reports, but
since the 2010 Air India Express
Mangalare aceldent, that trend
has changed. The final report
wis released in 2002, The final
report into the 5020 Air India
Express erash in Kozhikode was
relessed 13 months lnter Prior o
that, the final reports of the 2000
Alliance Air Paina erash, 1994
Charkid Dawkrd mdd-anke oodlkion,
1583 Indinn Airlines Auranj:
abad, 1991 Indian Airlines Im-
phal, and 1990 Indisn Alrlines
Bengaluru aceldent and aother
necidents were released within
a year of ocourTence,

Unader ICAD's Anmex 13, the
prurposs ol an mvestigation isto
find out the causes in order to
prevent a repeat. The ICAQ,
hemee, recormmencds that i a
nal report cirnnot be released in
12 months, an interim report
miust be redegsed to the public on
this AR versary to b repeited
anniinlly umtil the final opart is
out. India did not release an in-
terim report an Frida

“ahven the controversy sur
rounding the ALLT1 accident. we
requested the govi to not release
an interim report.” said Capt C
5 Randhawa, president of the
Federntion of Indiam Pikots (FIFL

Two conflicting thearies -

r [ The evidence gathered and

one stating that the plliot sabi
taged the aircraft amd the other
that the BTET suffered a fatal

techinieal fault — have been ot
thir centre of controversy “The
interim repart will lead to great-
er confusion and speculations.
Such an action could be detri-
menital to the AATR probe,” said
i better sent by FIP to thee gost
early this week.

The closest intermational par-
allel i Al 171 may be Ethbopian
Adriines Flight 302, the 3019 Bob
img 737 MAX crash that kilked 157
people. Days after the accident,
B737 MAX was grounded the
wurld over. Ethiopia released the
final report in Dec 3022, In an
umzsual respomnse, the 1S’ Na-
tiosal Transportatlon Safely
Boand (WTSB) and France's Bae
reau of Enguiry and Analysis
(BEA) issued separate critigues.
T NTSH skt the report shifted
blime sway from the adrline nmd
its pilots, while containing fac-
tual ervors. 1t also sald that
Ethiopka had {sswed the neport
without letting the NTSB review
newly added material, as re-
quired umder 1CAD'S Annex 13,
By contrasl, Indonesia’s investl
gation into the related Lion Afr
610 B737 MAX erash was com-
il and released almost ox
aetly on the one-vear deadline
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As losses begin to hurt,

Al asked to downsize

Majority Owner Tata Group Tells Airline
To Focus On Reducing Its Record Losses

FLYING INTO A TURBULENCE

for nircraft deliveries,
it flights and postpo:

neexpanslon plangafler fm.
Jority owner Tata Group n-
structed the carrier to focus
onreducing its record losses,
necording to people imiliar
withithe mattern

The change in sirategy is
anabrupd pivot from an ambi-
tious growth plan. 1t reflects
this loss of conlbdénce b an
alrline that suffered] a fatnl
crasha year ago ol hos since
incurred an annual loss equi-
vabint to about £3 hillion (Rs
20 S erareapproximately).

The downsizing will in-
volvea varbety of efforts tore-
duce costs. Air Indinis indis
cussions with Adrbus and Bo-
elng fo slow down deliveries
of a8 many as 500 planes pre-
viously ordered, said the peo-
plie, who asked not to be iden-
tifbed because the talks are
jrbvate, Dadng so wouldenak-
le Adr India to push back the
large payments due to plane
makers upan delivery

The carrier i% also reeva.
luting plans o dly 1o new do-
mestic and internatiomal
destinations, pruning some
routes and postponing laun-
chis al sope ajrports, such
as the new Nolika Internatio-
nal Alrport, the people fami-
liar with the motter snid

Alr Indin’s cowed ambl:
thons follow & serkes of chal
lenges that have pualved itde-
ap into the red. The deadly
crash last June, Pakistan clo-
sing its airspaco o Indian
carriers, and the war in [kan
have disrupted fighis, for

\ irindia is looking tede-
]_.

» Change in strategy reflects
loss, of confdence in an airline
that suffiered a fatal orash a year
ana and has since incured an
annual loss equivalent to about

| 728,500 crore

= Alr India i in discussions with
Alrbus and Boeing to slow down
defiveries of as many as 500

ced costly rerouting and dri-
von up el exponses. Thewe
ak Enclian cupes has also
ded to its financinl woes sin-
cemuchof the airline's costs
are in dollars. The Tata Gro-
up, which took over the nn
thnal carvier i 2002, now
wants Air India to temper its
growth strategy to focus on
stabilising current opors-
thoms and implement oost
cLlting measwres, people G-
miliar with the matter snbd.
Air India earlier this vear
announced fight cuts due io
the Iran war and alrspace
shitdowns, An Alr India
spokesperson sald the Blo-
omberg queries were highly
speculative, and the carvier
remaing committed to mo
dernising its Neet amd carry-
Ing out its long-term trans-
Tormation plan

Tataand Abrbusdisdn't re
spogsd o Pequests for com
ment. A Boelng spokesper-

planes previcusly crdened,
enailing Alr Indky in push back
the lange payments due to plane
makers upon defivery
= AN S also prunifg Somi routes
and postponng launches at
SOme airports
= The crash, Pakistan closing its
nirspace o indian carriers, and
[ LiS-Iran war have disrapbid
fiights, forced costly rerouting
and driven up fuel expenses
= > Thie weak nipée also
added bo its financial woes

son declined to comment
The flag carrier. which
apirales its namesake Alr
India full-service airline and
low-cost arm Air India Ex-
press, has been losing money
for more than a decade avon
though revenue and opera-
tions have grown on the back
of the country's strong eco-
nomic expansion and sur-
ging travel demand, Alr In-
afin previously ordersd a
combined 600 aireraft from
Airbus and Boeing during
203 anvd 2024, and then pat in
mere orders early this year
a5 part ol an ageressive Neet
expansion. The bulk of its
deliveries are expected in
20T and 2028, the peoplo sa-
b, Adrdines typically spiread
out payments for jets over se-
veral years, with the biggest
eash outlny — which can be
abogit B%s of the purchase
price — coming when they
are handed over auocsinina
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Didn’t want interim report out: Pilots’ body

Told Govt There'd Be ‘Confusion,
Speculation’ Given Conflicting
Theories About Ahd Crash

MaRLY A e saTisdia com

AMummbak: The Alrcoalt Acct
dent  [mvestigntion  Bareas
(AAIHEdid nod rodense any e
ot man I:||| Alr Imdlla Fiight

o Awial nbrliee
potie, il s ¢
tis Express Mungnl
||.l'||.' Ehat tremd b che

uuu '|.I|.1.n.'-' Adr PFaina
65 okl Dt moid

s [mdinm Adrtl-
Tl In|I|.|r|

relenssd within o year off oo
CUFTEne

T Anniis L3 doceni
ICAD, wh
e mesa

af L prirposse of
5 to fleed oui

the anmiversary toke repested
apmuzlly until the final rr~||-||t
15 el
inter|m peport

_In. Fedoration of [mdiay

el an o
said FIP presi
5 Hamidhawa

Hl'n.l e by |l|.- -'i.‘u[l’l
BMorsover, such a report mn
e ennelusive due ta flart
hior

{cns b g
erdoul.” said a et
ter sent iy FIP to
1 g narly his

Laiudon
tound AITT] cras
hod i kasedy

Truim Almoedatad
alrport an Jume
]

st {nbert
perrnlied b ATTT] muy be
Abrlipes Flighst

and Ir.1.ru L-~I‘|||1-1uul Lnuu..
ryand Annbysis s
pearitigues, A A
fal Al
rey b ol
prok
Foand
memith
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Can’t believe it’s been a year, say
kin of crew members who died

Srimeyee Palit

Mumbai: “Whes 1 gol o
know that the airerall wis
Aving o Gatwiek (alrpart In
Laomslany, | was supe that |1
wiaa the alreral which had
Aparna on boand. Buat 1 was
SELN hopesful. The s might
I lansded in Mumbal and ca-
me 0 kow That nome of ihe
erow hail survived. |ean't be-
lisnvn i hins e one yoar sin-
enihen. ™ As Alr indis empio-
yeos, former colleagues, Tri-
emds and family mombers
gathored im Mumbai on Fri
dny 10 mark tho first anniver
saryof the AT crash in Ah:
mednbnd, Amal Mahadik's
recilection of theday e lost
his wife captured the grief
fhat continwes o lnger wit
hin theairline community

The London-bound Feoe
ing T8 crashed shortly aof
ter take-off from  Ahmesd
abad on Jine 12 1nad year, kil
ki 230 peofle. Oive passeig
or survived. Al 12 crew
members disd In the acci-
dent, I of whain were boased
in Mumbal

Bahadik, on Alr Indin
ernpboyes whose wifo Apap-
A 'was asong Lhe caldin coow
meflers of board, recallesd
bebig ol o trainkng ocadeny
wiven be first learnt that an
alrerall had gone dawn in
Ahmssdahad

“By the time 1 got o the
chagsroam, the ws hadd bro-
Kon out and 1 gof goknow that
nplone had gone down in Ah-
mesinbad, | =il didn’t think
it would be Aparna‘s plane,
because obwiously you don't
think of sach things, right™
hesnid

Thee momorinl service on
Friday, which was aftended
by servingand retired Airln
dia emplosees and families
of the crash victkms, nclu
ded  multidaith  proyers,
by, resdings amd & ming
s silenoo.

Thet mames of the deobar
sl erenw e bers wens e

e 1 o
{Top) Falher of Thight sitendant L5raddha Dhawan; {middle] a friesd af

gy S

Bhawan's, who Said ‘Some days | wish she would retuen, walk in with
Beér hag'; snd (Eboe] Biends of crew members’ relafives

ol as collengees remennbe
rid them ns friemls, mentors

and dedicnted avialion pro
feszionnls

P L e

A chose friend of Shradd
ha Dhawman. oneof the decoa
sl crew members, sald thot
the loss bs Incamparabile. “1t
was particailnrly heuribies

King when Shraddha's voung
danghier, Adyva, ashed aboad
her mothern ™ she sall, adding
thnt Shraddhs Dha Huamel
often spoken aboul working
ahroad.

Addrossing the gathe
g Aasol Makadik sald, “1
swonild alsoaurge pesopde not toe
Nump to conclssicns o Hace
blame on the pilots or crew
bifore the westigation |5
complote. The crow mom-
bere we bost were dedicsied
professionnls who took im
menss pride im thoir work,
and hemee they doserve o b
romembersd  with  dignity
and respect,”

He added that Alr Indin
had stood by the affected fa
milies over the past one yoar
“All off the belongings, foren
=bo reports and related docu
menis hivve been shared wiih
the families. Alr Indin hos
supporied  us  throughout
ehis difficult period for s
i has been there for the
milies whenever fesded,”
Blnhindik sabil
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Etihad Airways told to
refund 11.21L ticket

cost to Karnal judge

PARVEEN ARORA
KARNAL, JUNE 13
The Distnicet Consumer Dis-
piites Redressal Commission
(DCDRC), Kamal, has direct-
ed Etihad Arways to refund
Rs 1.21,737 as ticket cost, along
with %% interest per annum
from the date of purchase, and
pay compensation and litiga-
tion costs to a Civil Judge and
her husband after holding it
guilty of deficiency in service
and unfair trade practices,
The commission awarded a
compensation of Rs 75.000
each to the complainants for
mental agony and harass-
ment, along with Bs 22,000
towards litigation expenses.

It directed the airfine to com-
ply within 45 days, failing
which the amount will carry
mterest at 129 per annum.

The complaint was filed by
Nitilea Bansal, a Civil Judpe at
the Karnal court, and her hus-
band, a Block Development
and  Panchavat Officer
(BDPO) in Fatehabad district.
Thecouple had booked round-
trip tickets from New Delhi to
Zurich via Abu Dhabi and a
retirn journey from Rome to
Defhi after their wedding in
2025. The tickets were pur-
chased through MakeMyTnp,
said counsel Rajan Gupta

He: said the aidine preponed
the departure time of their
flight from New Delhi by 110

hours. The revised schedule
made it impossible for the
complainants to reach the air-
port on time due towerk com-
mitments. Despite requesting
the aidine to restore the oripi-
nal schedule, provide an alter-
native flight, or issue a refund,
their requests were rejected,
foreing them to book aflight of
another aidine at a higheroost

Commission president
Jaswant Singh, along with
members Neeru Agarwal and
Sarvieet Kaur, observed that
the passengers had infoermed
the airline of their difficulties
before the travel date, giving
the airline sufficient time to
accommodate their request,
or resell their seats.
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Air Arabia flight
diverted to Kochi
after technical snag

N EW DELHI, JUNKE 13
An Air Arabia flight (G5 454)
operating from  Shagah to
Eorhikode was diverted to
Cochin Intemational Airport in
the early hours of Saturday
after the crew reported a tech-
nical issue imvolving the air-
crft's engine reverse thrust
system, airport officials said.

Arcording to officials of
Cochin International Airport
Limited (CIAL), the airport
authorities activated emer-
gency response procedires
after receiving information
about the technical snag. The
aircraft landed safely at
Kochi airport, and all 170 pas-
senpers, nine infants and
crew members were reported
safe. After the snag was rec-
tified, the fhght resumed its
journey to Kozhikode from
Kochi at 7.15 am, nearly four
hours after its unscheduled
landing. — TNS
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