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HC rejects Leela arbitration plea in AAI land dispute

Urvi Mahajani

MUMBAL
In a kev ruling on public land
lease disputes, the Bombay
High Court has upheld the
Airports Authority of India’
[AAl) right to evict HLV
Limited (formedy Hotel Leeh
Venture Limited) from three
plots near the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport. On June &, Justice
Somasekhar Sundaresan dis-

missed multiple petitions filed
by HLY, which mins The Leela
Mumbai hotel, and held that
the land in question qualifies
a5 “public premises” under the
AAL Act, 1984. The court
further noted that, as per the
lease agreements, disputes
over evicion and recovery of
dues are excluded from arbi-
tration.

“The arbitration agree-
ments executed between AAl
and Leela, which are con-

The court observed
that the land in
question qualifies
as ‘public premises’
under AAl Act, 1994

tained in the lease deeds, do
not cover within their ambit
the subject matter of eviction
of unauthorised occupation..
and recovery of associated rent
and  damages”  Justice

Sundaresan ruled. He added
that the parties had “explicitly
agreed to the position that the
land leased to Leela would
constitute public premises”
The case centred around
three lease deeds Two
executed in 1983 for 9000
square metres each for a hotel
and a flight kitchen (which
expired in 2012), and a third
executed in 1998 for 1,000
square metres for a new hotel
wing {expired in March 2024).

In 2017, AAl initiated evic-
tion proceedings, prompting
HLV to seek court interven-
tion. HLVS counsel, senior
advocate Rafique Dada, argned
that the entire dispute ought to
be referred to arbitration and
that the land was part of a joint
development with private
land, losing its character as
“public premises.”

AAL represented by senior
advocate Ashutosh
Kumbhakoni, countered that

the parties had consciously
agreed that eviction matters
were outside the arbitration
framework.

The court agreed, noting
that “eviction and recovery of
lease rentals from public
premises being ocutside the
scope of arbitration, whether
some other legislation is uti-
lised is of no consequence to
the core issue”

Full report on
freepressjournalin
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Air safety in Mumbai a matter
of major concern, says ex-ATC

S Balakrishnan
MUMBA | \ Plane flying
o, - over slums
he horrendous crash of = near Kurla
I an Air India Dreamliner
in Ahmedabad on

Thursday focuses attention on
~ the safety of hundreds of
flights landing and taking off
from Mumbai airport daily, A
one person who has taken it
upon herselfto ensure air
safety in Mumbai is a former
air raffic controller (ATC) and
air safety officer (ASO) herself
A self-effacing womnan, §
Mangala, 58, was posted in
Mumbai by the Airport
Authority of India (AAIT). Files
from builders seeking
permission for their projects
coming upin the flight path
used to come to her clearance.
She went strictly by the book
and rejected several
applications since the grant of
NOC would majorly
compromise flight safety.

Vijay Gohil

vears old, studying
in Neyveli in Tamnil
Nadu. My elder
brother,an NDA
graduate whom |
hermo worshipped,
was anair force

INTERVIEW

=

dangemous
conditions at
Calicut airport's
numway resulted in
an accident on
Augnst 7, 2024, in
which 19 innocent

radius of the airport and non-
reporting of air safety
incidents to me by Mumbai
ATC. More than 85% of
accidents take place during
take-off or landing when the

“My conscience did not navigator on AN32 passengersand the  reaction time for the pilot is
permit me to approve their transport aircraft. two pilots were very less.
projects, becanse tomorrow if - Once when 1 killed. The accident
an airplane crashes into one returned home was blamed on How many bulldings are
of these towers, 1 would feel from school. 1 pilot error. The violating air safety norms
terribly guilty In any case, found him crying pilots are dead and  in Mumnbal?

there are clear air safety rules

like achild on our

cannot defend

An AAL | MIAL obstacle

and I went strictly by them,” mother’s lap. He themselves, survey in 2010-1 revealed 439

she said. was sad that some obstacles on the take-off and
However, the builders went  of his colleagues were killed in+~ You have been accusedof  landing paths alone. In

to New Delhiand got her an accident at Ludhiana It violating the between buildings were not

orders superseded. That was was a nine aircraft formation organisational chain of considered. Apparently, the

when Mangala decidedtobes  and he wasin aireraft number  command in AAL 2020 survey revealed 1140

whistle-blower to expose the
“serious violations of Air
Safety Rules” by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation {MCA)in
general and the AALn
particular. She filed an
intervention application in
2014 ina publicinterest
litigation initiated in the
Bombay High Court by a
Kochi-based advocate. Here
we reproduce aninterview
conducted bv the FFI in
March 2023, Exverpts:

3 Aircraft number 6 and 7
collided during the final
approach oflanding. The year
was [9853-84, That scene at my
home left a deep impression
on me. [ subsequently cleared
the exams to become an ATC:
ajob thatlregarded asa
mission aimed at flight safety.
Many of the air accidents
could have been avoided if
necessary precautions had
been taken.

My repeated warnings
from 2012 onwards about

Adrsafety does not need any
celebratory protocel. I your
immediate superior does not
respond to your warnings,
then vou are at liberty to
approach the higher ups. The
safety of lakhs of passengers is
at stake. It should not be
compromised on bureaucratic
red tape.

‘What specific air safety
issues did you take up?
With respect to Mumbai, air
safety violations are in four

obstacles in the narrow take-
offand landing funnels. In
2004, a PIL was filed by a
lawver in Bombay High Court
on this [ssue and in 2018 1 was
permitted tofile a fresh
petition. The matter is still
pending.

Is it true that you were
sacked by the AAIT

The HC judgment permitting
me to file a petition was
passed on A pril 6 2018, and 10
days after that 1 was

What prompted you to latent dangerous condiionsat  categories unsafe runway dismissed by the AAL 1 have
start the fight for flight Mumbai airports main conditions, violations of rules challenged my illegal
safety? Runway 0927 and Calicut framed by international civil dismissal. lam certain [ will

A childhood incident was airport were ignored by the avintion safety organisation, win because my fight is for air

responsible for it. 1 was only 17

authorities, The same latent

AAland the DGCA, tall

safety,
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The rot starts at the top of the aviation ladder

here is a version of Murphy’s law
which says that “if there is a possibility
of several things going wrong, the one
that will cause the most damage will be
the one to go wrong”.

The fiery end to Air India flight AI171 at
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, on June 12, 2025, just after
its departure for London Gatwick, is a rude
wake-up call — one that has been sounded for
several years. But the Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA), the judiciary, the statutory body the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), the
Airports Authority of India (AAI) and all airlines
in India have been turning a blind eye to the need
to ensuring stringent training and safety
standards. Sound bites such as the one about
India being the fastest growing aviation system
have all come to nothing due to years of
corruption and political manipulation in the
system. A major failure in India is the complete
lack of accountability. Other than pilots being
blamed, no one else has been held accountable.
The rot starts at the top of the aviation ladder.

Downward slide

After every major crash, beginning with the
Indian Airlines Airbus A320 crash (IC605) in
Bangalore on February 14, 1990, followed by an
Alliance Air Boeing 737 crash (CD7412) at Patna on
July 17, 2000, an Air India Express crash (IX-812)
in Mangaluru on May 22, 2010 and another Air
India Express crash at Kozhikode (IX1344) on
August 7, 2020, the aviation authorities have been
lulled into complacency. The crash of the Air
India Boeing 787 at Ahmedabad is another
accident in the chain. Meanwhile, the same set of
people continue to be at their desks even as
safety and training have been on a downward
slide over the years. The lack of accountability
and the inaction have cost the lives of hundreds
of passengers.

Take the case of the Union Minister of Civil
Aviation. After every crash, the first statement
made is to defend the safety standards of airports
in India even when there are blatant violations of
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO)
standards. It is no exaggeration to say that
accident investigators are picked and chosen on
the basis of who will toe the line and place the
blame squarely on pilots. There have been
violations in the Ahmedabad accident. We have
had the DGCA issuing a statement that is in clear
violation of ICAO standards — naming the pilots
who were involved in the crash. No other country
would mention the names of the crew even in the
final report. We need professionals to head the
DGCA and the AAI, and not bureaucrats and
persons who seek publicity in these crucial

Ranganathan

is a former airline
instructor pilot and
aviation safety
adviser. He is also

a former member of
the Civil Aviation
Safety Advisory
Council (CASAC), India

The air crash in
Ahmedabad is a
wake-up call,
and aviation
officials and
airlines in India
need to ensure
stringent
training and
safe flight
operations

organisations and positions. India has one of the
weakest judicial systems as far as aviation safety is
concerned. After the crash in Mangaluru, a public
interest litigation was filed that listed irrefutable
data and safety violations by the MoCA, the
DGCA, the AAI and Air India. A Bench of the
Supreme Court of India swept this aside by
passing on the case file to the MoCA to check
whether this was a valid case.

This was a move that hammered the last nail in
the coffin of aviation safety. Apart from the last
crash, at Kozhikode, there have been so many
accidents and serious incidents, but things carry
on without any accountability. The loss of over
300 lives in Ahmedabad (the passengers and also
local residents) should shake the people in the
system who are in slumber. Even the Pakistan
Supreme Court comes down very hard on its
aviation regulator and airlines.

Reading the visual evidence

The video recordings and images of the
Ahmedabad accident that are out on social media
are the only sources of information available at
this moment. The take-off captured on CCTV at
Ahmedabad airport has led to more information.
There is much speculation about the flaps of the
aircraft not having been configured for take-off.
All modern Boeing aircraft, which includes the
Boeing 787, have take-off configuration warnings
and no pilot would attempt a take-off if all
conditions are not met. There is also much
commentary floating around about this flight
having taken off from an intersection. Data from a
leading flight data provider clearly shows that the
crew used the full length of the runway, from the
beginning. The initial part of the CCTV footage
from the airport clearly shows the growth of a fair
amount of grass along the sides of the runway.
The southwest monsoon has arrived, but
monsoon preparation mandates the mowing of
grass at airports to less than three inches before
the rains arrive. This will aid in reducing insects
and worms which would otherwise attract bird
life. Ahmedabad has a history of bird menace in
the airport area.

The initial take-off acceleration of the Air India
plane appears normal until lift off. Going by the
statement of the sole passenger/survivor and also
a video grab quoting a person during a television
interview, a loud thud has been reported about
30 seconds after lift off. It is quite possible that
birds flying close to the runway in search of
worms and insects may have got sucked into the
powerful aircraft engines and caused a
compressor stall at the point of rotation. The lift
off and initial climb appear shallow before the
nose is raised high. But the climb rate is very

shallow due to possible partial thrust loss as a
result of bird ingestion in both engines.
Thereafter, the nose is raised and the aircraft
appears to descend slowly with a high nose angle.
The aircraft appears to have stalled and the
impact on the building with the tail section
intact, points to a stall. The Digital Flight Data
Recorder and Cockpit Voice Recorder will give us
the clear picture.

The second reason that may have caused the
partial thrust loss could be Foreign Object
Damage such as what happened to the Air France
Concorde flight (AF4590) on July 25, 2000 while
on a flight from Charles De Gaulle airport in Paris
to New York. The crash was caused by a metallic
strip that had fallen from a flight that had taken
off minutes earlier. It was lying on the runway
and punctured the wheel of the Air France plane.
Fragments from the exploding tyre hit the fuel
tank, causing a leak and fire. All lives were lost
with some fatalities on the ground. It would be
worthwhile checking whether something similar
happened to the Air India flight. The most
intriguing part of the video is of the aircraft’s
landing gear extended throughout the climb till
the final moments. If there had been bird
ingestions in both engines, the loud noise may

have been due to a compressor stall, which could
have created what is called the startle effect.

The DGCA'’s statement which mentions the
names of the pilots and their experience levels,
also says that the captain was line training
captain. Was this a training flight? And was the
copilot at the controls? In such a situation, the
change of controls and the partial loss of thrust
could have been overwhelming and may have
been a reason for the crew to miss landing gear
retraction. If the gears had been raised, the drag
would have not been present and the aircraft
would have had a better climb gradient to clear
the obstacles on the ground.

Focus areas in the investigation
With global aviation bodies such as the National
Transportation Safety Board from the United
States, and the Air Accidents Investigation Branch
from the United Kingdom now a part of the crash
investigation, the ofhcials should also look at
obstacles in the take-off funnel. The building
which the aircraft crashed into was multi-storied
(one plus five floors, according to a report).
Having a seventy-foot structure so close to the
take-off path should be investigated. This should
also be a lesson for authorities in India not to
issue no objection certifications for construction
activity by caving in to political pressure.
Whether we will learn lessons from this
tragedy is the big question.
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KNI Airport: ADDArestricts
high-rise buildings after DGCA ban

KANCHAN SIDDIQUI

DURGAPUR, 12 JUNE

In light of increasing urban-
isation on farmlands sur-
rounding the Kazi Nazrul
Islam Airport, the West Bur-
dwan district authorities, in
collaborationwith the coun-
try's pioneering Aerotropolis
project, have initiated a
month-wise survey to identify
and address potentially haz-
ardous constructions that
violate height restrictions laid
down by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

Following calibration trials,
the DGCA granted final
approval for flight operations
at the airport on 24 April
2015. In 2017, the statutory
aviation authority directed
the Asansol Durgapur Devel-
opment Authority (ADDA),
a state-backed urban infra-
structure body, to ensure that
no plans for high-rise buildings
above 160 feet are approved,
in order to prevent potential
obstructions to aircraft oper-
ations.

Although the Aerotropolis
project covers 913 hectares,
civil construction has been
proliferating across an addi-
tional 1,500 hectares around

the airport's take-off funnel
zone. Currently, at least a
dozen 12-storey buildings
are under construction within
1,500 metres of the runway.

Constructionregulations
near airports primarily focus
on height restrictions to ensure
aviation safety. The Airports
Authority of India [AAI)
enforces these regulations
around airport zones. The
AAI permits limited construc-
tionwithin 150 to 500 metres
ofthe runway. Specifically, a
building may be one metre
tall for every seven metres of
distance from the runway.
For take-offand landing paths,
this ratio is one metre of
building height for every 20
metres of distance. Buildings
within 660 to 810 metres from
the unway ends are restricted
to a maximum height of 12
metres, as per DGCA warn-
ings.
“This is referred to as the
restriction zone within the
funnel area of flight operations,
which includes a 30-degree
angular exposed surface on
either side of the taxiway
arms,” explained an AALavi-
ation expert. In 2017, the
DGCA stipulated that any
building exceeding 30 metres

in heightwithin 30 kilometres
ofan aerodrome must obtain
prior permission from the
authority. The statute further
warns thatstructures breach-
ing height restrictions may
be demolished under the Air-
craft (Demolition of Obstruc-
tion) Rules, 1994. Italso rec-
ommended that planning
authorities use zoning maps
toindicate permissible build-
ing heights in areas surround-
ing airports.

“We are conducting
maonthly inspection surveys
in coordination with the dis-
trict administration to prevent
any violations of the DGCA
norms. Detailed inspection
reports areregularly submitted
andrecorded with the district
magistrate’s office,” said
Kailash Mondal, director of
KNI Airport. He added: “We
have not yet received any
complaints from pilots regard-
ing obstructions.”

Kabi Dutta, chairman of
the Asansol Durgapur Devel-
opment Authority, stated:
“Sincereceiving the DGCA's
guidelines and stipulations,
we have strictly enforced
restrictions on high-rise build-
ings along the airspace cor-
ridor.”
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BIAL in talks to raise about
S$1.1 billion in bonds

Tenor for the
privatelyissued
bonds could goup to
15years

BLOOMBERG

Bangﬂ]ﬂre International
Airport Ltd. in India
is in advanced talks o
raise about Rs 9,000 crore
(811 billion) by issuing local
currency bonds, seeking o
refinance an existing debt
and fund expansion projects,
according to people familiar
with the matter.

The airport operator,
which is partially owned by
Canada-based Fairfax Finan-
cial Holdings Ltd., isindiscus-
sions with a group of large
investors including the State
BankofIndia, ICICI Bank Ld.
and Axis Bank Ltd., said the
people, who asked not to be
identified because the infor-
mation is private. The com-
pany, known locally as BIAL,
runs India’s third largest air-
portin the city of Bengaluru.

The tenor for the privately
issued bonds could go up o
15 years, said the people. The

initially proposed coupon is
8.15%, butitcould be loweras
negotiations continue, partic-
ularlyafter the Reserve Bank
of India slashed the bench-
mark rate by 50 basis points,
they said. Terms are not vet
finalised.

The fund-raising effort re-
fects India's growing focus
on building and upgrading
airports, a priority for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as he
looks to accelerate growth for
one of the world'’s fastest-de-
veloping economies. BIAL's
airport has capacity to handle
51.5 million passengers per
year, according to areport by
Crisil Ratings, thelocal armof
S&P Global Ratings.

Indian airports will incura
cumulative capital expendi-
tureofover600 billion rupees
in the three vears through
fiscal 2027, up 12% from the
amount spent during the

three-year period between
2022 to 2024, according to
Crisil Ratings.

The bonds would be unlist-
ed, whichis notvery common
in India as most primary bond
sales are conducted through
auctions on electronic bid-
ding platforms on stock
exchanges, the people said.
Since the borrower is an
unlisted company, it would
find it cumbersome to meet
certain parameters to list the
bond in the exchange, said
twoof the people.

BIAL declined to com-
ment, Axis Bank, ICICI Bank
and State Bank of India didn't
immediately replytorequests
for comment.

ICRA, the local arm of
Moody’s Ratings, rated BIAL
with a triple-A grade. “The
rating considers the healthy
improvement inscale of oper-
ations,” it said in a note.,
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Iran airspace closure
hits ops at IGI airport

Jignasa Sinha and Aheli Das

htreportersi@hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: Dozens of flights
were delayed, diverted, or can-
celled as Israeli air strikes
prompted a temporary shut
down of airspace over Iran,
stranding hundreds of passen-
gers at Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International (1GI) Airportand
elsewhere.

Air India confirmed it had
delayed or diverted several
flights. “Due to the emerging sit-
uation in Iran, several of our
flights were either delayed or
returned to their origin after
take-off,” the airline said in a
statement.

As per FlightRadar24.com,
over 350 flights were delayed to
Delhi's IGI Airport on Friday
with an average delay time of 26
minutes.

According to airport officials,
at least 25 flights were either
cancelled, returned to origin, or
delayed in the early hours of
Friday.

An airport official said
“Around 17 flights were can-
celled — this includes mid-air

AT LEAST 25
FLIGHTS TO DELHI
WERE CANCELLED,
RETURNED TO
ORIGIN, OR
DELAYED EARLY ON
FRIDAY, AIRPORT
OFFICIALS SAID

returns, ground return, arrival
flight cancellation, departure
flights cancellation. Eight other
flights were diverted to other
stations due to air space issues.”

At IGI's Terminal 3, confu-
sion and anxiety played out in
long waits. Arun Negi, 33, from
Uttarakhand, was en route to
London with his wife and four-
year-old daughter when their
Air India flight was first
delayed, then abruptly can-
celled.

“We boarded at 6am, waited
in the plane for over an hour.
Around 7.30am, they told us the
flight was cancelled and we
should deboard and claim
refunds. The staff had no clarity

on rescheduling,. 1 live and work
in London—this trip was essen-
tial. Now we're stuck, looking
for a hotel and booking new
flights,” said Negi.

Outside the arrivals gate,
Rajendra Singh, 67, kept glan-
cing at the flight information
board. “My daughter Sarbjit is
flying in from Milan. Her flight’s
two hours late. It left Italy, but
still hasn't landed. Someone
told me the flight would be
diverted to Dubai but nobody is
sure,” he said.

Shree Ram Pandit, a retired
teacher from Jharkhand, had
come to receive his wife, Sush-
eela, returning from Chicago.
“She left the US last night and
was supposed to land by 2pm.
She called me once in the morn-
ing saying the plane was
diverted to Riyadh after the
pilot made a mid-air announce-
ment. Since then, her phone’s
off and I don't know where she
is. We were to catch a flight
home today. Now I don't know
where to stay in Delhi.”

Many were re-routed via Gulf
airports including Sharjah,
Dubai, and Riyadh.
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West Asia crisis hits ops at IGI,
runway closure to add to woes

HushagraDixit
@timesofindiacom

New Delhi: As the Israell de-
fenee forces sirock Iran, lea
ding to the closure of the air-
space over large part of ‘West
Asia, several flightsbound for
that region were cancelled,
deluyed or diverted. This im
pacted flight operations bet-
ween [ndinand Europe. While
it is still unclear when opera-
tlans throueh West Asks will
resume, i double whammy lo-
oms for Delhi, which will shut
down ome of 108 [our runways
at IGI International Alrport
for upgradation from Sonday;
until Sept 16, impacting over
i flights daily

1G1A officiils said that
while thers were no- issues
with demestic or infernatio-
nal traved to other regions 1ike
Southeast Asia, and that Might
operations for Ahmedabad-
—where the crash of a Lon-
ton-bound Dght on Thirsday
killed 245 people—resumed,
thiey were unclear when ope-
rations through West Asia wo-
whd resumee. They sdded that
flights were being delayed as
they wore being rerouted whi-
S mnny were being cancilled

Offirials said at lepst 17 in-
ternational Mights were ean-
celled and eight Air India
Mights wers diverted, OF the
&, Uwo were alr reliaen Nights,
two ground return, six arri-
vals were cancelbed, seven de
partures were cancelled, ami
etght Adr Indiaflights weredi
verted. Air return flights are
called off after they take off
while the ground return are
those that sre boarded ond
scheduled (o takeoff,

According to  website
Flight Radar, over 350 Mights
were delayed o IGLA on Fri-
day with an averagedelay of 26
minutes. An advisory ssued
by the Delhi airport authority
on X stated, e to evolving
nirspues conditbons over Iran,

L LR
LInDm

Al g

Hoax forces Al flight to return to Phuket

New Dethiz“FUL Bomb all,” This message written on a tissue paper
Imside the lavatory of Air india’s Phuket-Delhi flight with over 160
peopbe on board triggered a security abert, leading the Alrbus A320
tooreturn to arigin en Friday, Phuket International Airport in
Thalland said Al 379 returmed after the bomb threat was found in the:
lavatory. Al sources said a security akert led to the aircraft returning
to Phuket. Al 379 took off from Phuket at9.15am and returned there
atllL.38am, as per fight tracing sites. Subsequent checks showed
that the threat was hoax and the flight was lator cleared to keave for
its destination at 4. 28pm (all timings local)l, indian carrlers recelved
hoax threats For almaost 1000 flights Last year. mx

Iravg amd the neighbouring re-
gon, some fight schedules ha-
i heen impacted, Passengers
are ddvised to contait their re-
spective airlines for the Intest
updates  regarding  thelr
flights. We stromgly arge all
passengers to rely only an affi
cinl sourees for accurwte and
up-to-date information.”
After ghving out details abo-
uttheaffected lights, AirIndia
sald, “We regret the inconveni
enoe ciised to ol pRssEngers
due o this unloressen disrup
tion and are making every of
fort to minimise it including
providing accommodation lioe
passengers. Refumds on eancel
lation or complimentary re
scheduling are also being offe-

e {0 guests who opt for it, Al
terpative arrangements  are
beingmade i ily passengers o
their destinations.™
AnIndiGoadvisory stated,
“Dae 1o alrspace closure over
Iran and nearby reglons, soms
fight routes may be impacted,
potentinlly causing longer tra-
wel times or cancellations: Ple
wse cheek vour flight status on
our website or app before hea-
ding to the alrport.”
Meanwhile, the upgrada-
Hhn of runway 2870 from June
15 to Sepl 15 will lead to the re
scheaduling of # lights and the
eancellation of 114daily Barlie
the runway was closed in April
amud My resulting (n delays of
hundreds of flights daily
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Stories From Modern Cockpits

Forgotten after every plane crash is the terrifying complexity of pilots’ jobs. Their work
unpredictability. Their lives are often defined by fatigue, anxiety,
Then there’s aircraft reliability & airport congestion

involves precision, pressure &
even depression,
Mana] Hathi

Ewvery air tragedy brings the role of

phiots imtosharpiocus, Never: thowgh, s

[ there encugh appreciation of what a
F pllot's job entails - it's a terrifyingly
complex interpley betwesn human

= expertise, technology, and splitsecond

FORMER Boeing

mml:;lh The path to the airline cockpit (=
among the most rigonies professional

L6000 Fiying hrs fourneys Commereial pllots acoumulate

betwesn 1,500 and 4,000 Night hours
before joining major carviers, but the learning never
stpe. Regubitions mambile comprehensie
reeurrent tralning every six to twelve
months, recognising that aviatlon tech
evolves constantly and human performance
requires consistent reinforcement. Far

from the pglamorous image often
portrayed. o pilol’s life is o grusiling
blend of precision, pressure,  and

unpredictability — a profession where
margin for error b5 razor-thin, and the
stk nothing less than human Hves

During stmulatar sessjons, pilots face
multiple system fallures, severe weather
srenarios, and medleal emergencies - often
combined totest their ability to prioritise
and execute under extrome pressiie.
These aren't theoretical exercises but
based on real incidents where quick
thinking meant the difference between
tragedy and survival, But In real Hfe, a
pilot can be called an tohundle undmaginable
situations well bevond the scope of
simulator training

I s, 1w commanider on Boeling 747 with Abr India
when a mast surreal accident ocourred. A fully loaded
Boedng 737-200 stiated the take-off fun and bogan rotation
{pulling the yohks back o 1ft off) late and shallow in the
hot April weather Mearthe ranway send it struck alorry
piloed high with cotton bales, then hithigh-tension electric
wire and crashed - 55 died, 83 survived. The final probe
repart cited the coptain’s delnyed rotation and the ground
tenm's faflure 1o regulate traflle on the highway during
Miight hoiirs, as probable cises

The report deseribed the moment this way, “The
pilod ot disorkented an noticing the lorey and did not
react for 2 seconds and thereafter
overaofation.” From a pllot's viewpoint, there 15 no
‘fustover-romibon’. It's s panicked pull on the yoke, two
seconds toolate. Every pilot knows, rotate on echedule,
i tool we practise extensively but one minor slip and it
was the end of the road for 55 lives.

Then there are heroes who played right into those
crucial seconds. Consiler Captain Liu Chuanjian of

Siehizan Alrlines, who in 2008 Laved 139 lives when his
Alrbus A3Es cockpit windsereen exploded & 32,000 feet
Operating in 0" C, he manually steeced the plane to safety,
Another case was thot of Captain Tammie Jo
Shults. She successfully emergency-landed Southwest
Flight 1380 afler an uncontained engine failure, saving
148 lives through exceptional airmanship. What went
wrong? An engine fon blade on the Boeing 737 fatled
ored flying debris hit the left side of the fuselage ond o
window, the damage eansing the plane (o decompress,
A passenger was partially sucked throdgh the damaged
window and later pronounced derd a1 the hosy
Baeshingd the profisssional veneer Les a troubling real [ty
Research has shown that despite being rostered for only

fHat s of legally allowed duty hours, 7% of pilots repor
severe fatligue, 2% significant depression, and 12%
anxiety symptoms. The profession’s demands extond
beyond the cockpit. rregular schedules disropt cireadian
rhythms, creating chronie fatigue that eompounds
over years. The mental toll is rarely discussed.

Pllots undergo simulator trainkmg that mimics
emergencies, but these simulations alse ingroin a
constant awgreness of worsi-case scenarios Pre-igh
stresses must be sef aside the moment they step intothe
cockpin, Many pilots report sleepless nights following
turbiilent Dights or nearamisses, endlessly replaying
thelrdecisions. The psyvchological burden is immense.

Unlike most professions where mistakes might cost
money or Inconvenisnce, pliot errors can cost Hves.
‘Thisweight affects sleop, refationships, and meneal health
i ways the travelling publ e never considers

Modern ovintion presents a unique paradox.
Todoy's aireraft are marvels of sutomation. vet this
sophisticotion creates new challenges. Pilots must

malntain manual Mying skills they rarely use while
managing complex automated systems that can fmil
unexpectedly

Alreruft rellability adds anotherlayer of completity:
Boeing 737 MAX, grounded globally after two fatal
crashes in 3008 and 3088 - Lion Adr Flight 610 and Ethiopion
Airlines Flight 302 that killed 46 poople due to a flawed
Maoneuvering Characteristics Augmentation System
(MCAS) - romnins o cautionary tale. Even after its
return In late 2020, pllots e expressed lingering
distrust in online forums, often debating the adeguacy
of retrainingand reliability of Boelng'sfixes,

The Ahmedabad crash hos relgnited scrutiny of
Boeing's safery record, particulsrly after 5 024 Alaska
Alrlines Incident involving a door plug
blowout on a 737 MAX & Those events place
additional pressure on pilots who must
remain hyper-vigilant

4 SEICM OOy challrnges.
Maojor hubs like Delhi and Mumbal are
notorious for their crowded skies, where pilois
often find themselves in holding patterns,
cireling at W,000 et while awaiting a landing
slot, This not only burns precious el b
Al increases risk of runway Incarsions -

naar-misses that can turn deadly In 2008, an
Alr Indla Alrbus AT narrowly escaped
lissster in Maldives after lnnding on anunder-
construetion runway due to 8 communieatian
erroc Such incidents highlight the chaotic
enwircnment pilots navignte, where a single
milastep by ground staff or abr traffic control
can force split-second decisions with
catsstrophic consequences,

When we rush to aszign blame after
aviation sceidents, we must remember the
thousands of suceessful Mights completed

daily by professionals who've committed themsaives
bringing people: [y hinme, Thelrexpertias, il through
vears of training and maintained through constant
vigilanee, represents one of modern society's most
mmarkable professional achisvements

The aviation ndustry must continue addressing
systemnic kssues - whether in adreralt deslgn, alrport
management, or scheduling practices - to support these
professionals who keep our skies sife. Thelrs bsa job where
heroism B8 not an cxcepltion bl a daily expectation.
performed under pressures most can searcely imaging

Understanding this reality isessential loappreciating
haoth the complexity of aviation safety amd the
Extranrdin dedieation of those who make commereial
flight possible The cockpit may be invisible to most
passengers, but within it lies 2 world where precision,
prossure, and professionalism  iotersect at avery
mament of every flight.

The writer served ay Alr Indin s director. operotions &
direcior @l safery
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Boeing Dreamliner
under DGCA heat

New Delhd, June 18: Aviation
watchdog DGCA on Friday
ordered enhanced safety
inspection of Air India’s
Boeing 787 Dreamliner fleet
powered by GEnx engines, a
day after 241 people onboard
died in the plane crash in
Ahmedabad.

The enhanced DGCA
inspection will include
checks of various systems
and a review of take-off
parameters of the Boeing 787
Dreamliner aircraft of Air
India, owned by Tata Group.

Air India's fleet includes 26
Boeing 7878 aircraft and 7
Boeing 787-9 planes.

Meanwhile, US aircraft
engine maker GE Aerospace,
in a statement, said it contin-
ues to work closely with the
appropriate regulatory and
investigative agencies.

The Directorate General of
Civil Awviation (DGCA) has
directed Air India to carry
out additional maintenance
actions on its Boeing 7878
and 787-9 planes equipped
with Genx engines with
immediate effect.

These actions will be car

ried out in coordination with
the DGCA regional offices
concerned.

With effect from Januoary
15, the regulator has ordered
various one-time checks of
the Boeing 787 planes,
including inspection of fuel
parameter monitoring and
associated system checks.

Inspection of cabin air
compressor and associated
systems, electronic engine
control system test, engine
fuel driven actuator-opera-
tional test, and oil system
checks have also been
ordered. Besides, the DGCA
has directed to carry out a
serviceability check of the
hydraulic system and review
of take-off parameters

According to an order
issued by the DGCA, flight
control inspection has to be
introduced in transit inspec-
tion till further notice,

Also, DGCA has said there
should be “closure of main-
tenance actions based upon
the review of repetitive
snags during the last 15 days
on B787-8/9 aircraft at the
earliest™, PTI
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DGCA orders safety
checks of Boeing 787s

Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

The Directorate-General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
ordered “enhanced inspec-
tions™ of Boeing 787-8 and
787-9 aircraft following the
crash on Thursday in
Ahmedabad of Air India'’s
London-bound 787 Dream-
liner flight.

businessline first reported
on Thursday that the DGCA
was exploring the possibility
of having all the Boeing 787s
in service checked before any
further flight operations.

On Friday, the regulator
directed Air India to conduct
enhanced safety inspections
onits Boeing 787-8 and 787-9
aircraft fleet, equipped with
GenX engines. The DGCA
also mandated additional
maintenance actions to en-
sure airworthiness and
safety of the fleet.

As per the DGCA order, ef-
fective June 15, Air India will
conduct one-time checks be-
fore departure from India,
including inspections of fuel
parameter monitoring, cabin
air compressor, electronic
engine control, engine fuel-
driven actuator and hy-
draulic system, as well as a
review of take-off
parameters.

Further, Air India will im-
plement ‘flight control in-
spections’ during transit un-

) ' L : i
Air India is required to review
and address recurring snags
on its B787-8 or -9 aircraft
reported over the last
15 days v soosi

til further notice and carry
out power assurance checks
within two weeks. Addition-
ally, the airline is required to
review and address recurring
snags on its B787-8 and -9
aircraft reported in the last
15 days.

“The report of the checks
is to be submitted to the
DGCA for review,” the regu-
lator's order said.

BLACK BOX RECOVERED
The investigators from the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB), with as-
sistance from the Gujarat
overnment, recovered the
*black box’ from the roof of a
building at the crash site.
“The DFDR (Digital Flight
Data Recorder) has been re-
covered from a rooftop,”
sources said.
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[ran airspace closure: India’s airlines look to
reroute, make technical stOps in Gulf region

llulli Vaid
New Delhi

Indian airlines are actively
looking at making new tech-
nical stops in the Gulf region
— either in the UAE or Saudi
Arabia — for refuelling
flights to Europe due to the
situation emerging from the
Israel-Iran conflict, industry
sources told businessline.

These new technical stops
have been necessitated by
Iran closing its airspace in
the wake of Israeli strikes.
The latest development,
coupled with the closure of
Pakistan’s airspace, has
complicated route planning
for airlines.

TECHNICAL STOP

“A technical stop in the Gulf
region is one of the options
under consideration,” the

ROUTE CHADOS. Planes parked at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport as Iran closed its airspace, amid escalating
tensions with Israel. Iraq, too, has shut its airspace sm

industry sources said. “A few
flights can still fiy directly to
Europe from certain air-
ports in western India. How-
ever, direct flights from
North India will either need
to refuel at a domestic air-
port located in the western
region or make a technical
stop in West Asia,” said an-
other source.

On Friday, Indian airlines
had to divert or reroute sev-
eral flights post Iran’s air-
space closure, Air India said
that the decision was taken
as a precautionary measure
to reroute or return flights
that would have normally
flown over Iranian airspace.

Affected flights include
those on routes between In-

dia and North America,
Europe and West Asia. Some
of the diverted flights will
land in cities such as Vienna,
Sharjah, Jeddah and Frank-
furt, while others are return-
ing to their origin.

Air India stated that sev-
eral diverted flights included
Al130 (London Heathrow to
Mumbai), which was
rerouted to Vienna; AI102
{(New York to Delhi) diver-
ted to Sharjah; Al116 (New
York to Mumbai) redirected
to Jeddah; and A12018 (Lon-
don Heathrow to Delhi) di-
verted to Mumbai.

IndiGo said that Delhi-
Istanbul and Mumbai-Istan-
bul flights were running be-
hind schedule and would be
rerouted.

The situation remains un-
certain, with Iraq too closing
its airspace amid the escalat-
ing tensions.



AN

g fAa=aas uifrseo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESSE LINE

—
Avinash Mair
Ahmedabad

Heer and Dheer Bakshi, Brit-
ish narionals in their mid-
twenties who travelled from
London to meet their grand-
mother in Ahmedabad, were
among the 241 passengers
killed when a Gatwick-bound
Air [India flight crashed
seconds after taking off from
the Ahmedabad airport on
Thursday.

“The two sisters were re-
turning to London. They
were my sister’s only chil-
dren. Now both are gone,”
said a heartbroken Kartik
Vasavda, uncle of the two sis-
ters who accompanied the
parents to provide DNA
samples at the Ahmedabad
Civil Hospital on Friday. One
of the sisters was a fashion
designer, and the other was
emploved with a software
firm in the UK.

A few meters from the
DNA sample-collection
room, a resident of Naroda
locality, Gunvanti Robert

Christian, was sobbing in-
consolably outside the post-
MOrtem room.

“My nephew Lawrence
Daniel Christian was on the
flight. He was studying in the
UK and had come to attend
the final rites of his father,
who passed away following
heart attack in Ahmedabad.
Before he travelled, we had
tried to convince him that we
would show him the final
rites on a video call. But
Lawrence did not agree and

DELHT

RESCUE MISSION. NDRF team on rescue and search operations at the crash site on Friday vy sows:

flew down to Ahmedabad on
June 1,” said Gunvanti Chris-
tian.

Black and white-coloured
‘Dead Body Vans’ were lined
up outside the postmortem
room. On Friday, hospital au-
thorities released six bodies,
whose faces were intact and
could be identified, Though
the Gujarat government has
been silent on the exact num-
ber of casualties even 24
hours after the incident, offi-
cial sources told businessline

14 JUNE Z025

Air India crash cuts short many lives in their prime

that the number of the dead
was expected to exceed 250,
which was confirmed by Air
India.

CASUALTY ON GROUND

On a concrete bench outside
the post-mortem room,
Kalpesh Parekh sat wailing.
“They are not allowing me to
see my brother's body,” he
said, crying our for his 15-
year-old brother, who ran a
tea stall with his mother near
the SRP Camp at Meghanin-

. where the lane
ﬁhcd. The crashdesrﬁ:y:d
the tea stall, killed his
brother and left his mother
severely burnt.

NARROW ESCAPE
Residents of Meghaninagar
recounted tales of horror
from Thursday afternoon.
Vijay Singal (25), who lives in
a Gujarat Housing Board
apartment 500 m from the
crash site, said, “I was leaving
for work after lunch when |
heard a loud explosion.
When 1 reached the spot, 1
saw a lot of local people try-
ing to help those who had
been burnt.”

Another resident, Rahul
Patni (23), who drives an
auto rickshaw for a living, re-
counted how completely
charred bodies were pulled
out of the wreckage. “My
house is just 600 m from the
accident site and if the plane
had flown a few meters more,
it would have crashed into a
densely populated =zone,
killing thousands.”

Also read p10



AN

YR fAa=aas wifSswon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE

DELHT

14 JUNE Z02&

Air India may see a temporary dip
in bookings post crash, say agents

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Meow Delhi

Air India may see a tempor-
ary dip in bookings as
anxious customers put off
their travel plans following
the Ahmedabad air crash on
Thursday, travel firms said.

“There will be some anxi-
ety among travellers until
the accident investigation is
completed.

“We are seeinga dipin for-
ward bookings on Air India
a5 SOME Customers are post-
poning travel. This is natural
after a tragic accident,” said
Jyoti Mayal, former Presid-
ent of the Travel Agents As-
sociation of India.

Mayal, however, sees a
temporary impact on air
travel demand. “By nature
Indians are resilient, and we
don’t see a long-term impact
ontravel,” she said.

“For a few days there will

The ongoing
tensions
between Iran
and Israel

are also likely to
affect air travel

be negative sentiment about
India, but it will subside with
time.

Air India is run by the Tata
Group, and it is a brand that
Indian consumers trust, so
we don't see a long term im-
pact,” added Madhav Oza,
Director, Blue Star Air Travel
Services,

A London-bound Air India
Boeing 787 crashed in
Ahmedabad on Thursday
killing 229 passengersand 12
crew members. The air-
craft’s flight data recorder
was recovered on Friday af-
ternoon.

The civil aviation regu-
lator has also ordered en-

hanced checks on Air India’s
Bocing 787 aircraft. While
the regulatory action will
help enhance customer con-
fidence, ongoing tensions
between Iran and Israel are
also likely to affect air travel.
On Thursday, Air India
flight to/from Europe and US
either diverted or turned
back to their base following
the closure of Iranian air-
space.
A bomb scare on an Air In-
dia’s Phuket-Delhi flight on
Thursday also added to the
tensions.

FLIGHT DIVERSION
Thomas Cook said it is work-
ing with its airline partners
on rescheduled /diverted
flights and is supporting cus-
tomers via central tour man-
agement team.

“We are closely monitor-
ing the situarion to keep our
business and leisure custom-
ers updated,” a spokesper-

son said.



Corporate Communications Directorate

BANGALORE MIRROR

* Flight was bound for London’s Gatwick Airport " Police say

hile a pall of gloom
pervades through the
nation over the dev-

astating plane crash, a video

(1)
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Debris of Air India Flight AlTT1 sean at the crash site, in Ahmedabad on Thursday; Pic 2: Rescue efforts
s 3: Family members of Former Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani pray;
ng tha news of har brother who died in the crash

ore than 200 people wiere
killed when an Alr India
plane bound for London
with 242 people on board
crashed minutes after taking off from
the western city of Ahmedabad on
Iwrsday, authonties said, in the world's
worst JL'-I.aliHn disaster in o decade

AL least one person is known to have
survived, police sald, and the man told
Indian media how he had heard a loud
noise shortly after take-ofl

I'he plave came down in a residential
area, crashing onto a medical college
hostel outside the airport during lunch
hiour, 1 wais headed for Gatwick Airport,
south of the British capital,

City police chief GS Malik told
Reuters that 204 bodies had been
recovered from the crash site, Vidhi
Chaudhary, another senior police
officer, sald police found one survivor
who was in seat 1 1A, adding that
here could be more survivors in
hospital.

"Thirty seconds after take-off,
there was a loud nolse and then the
plane crashed,” 40-vear-old Ramesh
Viswashkumar told the Hindustan
Times, which showed a boarding pass
for seat T1A in that name online

“It all happened so quickly,” he told
the paper from his hospital bed

“When [ got up, there were bodies all
around me. | was scared. | stood up and
ran. There were pieces of the plane all
arcund me," he said. “Someone grabbed
hold of me and put me in an ambulance
and brought me to the hospital.” He
sajd that his brother Ajay was seated in a
different row on the plane, "1 can’t find
him anymore. Please help me find him,”
hie said

Police chief Malik said the bodies
recovered could include both passengers
and people killed on the ground. Federal
minister CR Patil sald the dead included
Vijay Rupani, the former chief minister
of Gujarat. “There are also chances that
the death toll will go up. More than

of twao British citizens prepar-
ing to return home via the
doomed flight AI-171 has tak-
en the social media by storm.

The video of two Britons
namely Jamie Meek, a Lon-

don-based Yoga enthusiast
and Fiongal Greenlaw-Meck
has gone viral. This is said to
be their last Instagram post
before heading to London
via the ill-fated Boeing 787-

8 Dreamliner plane. In the
video, the duo could be seen
waving ‘goodbye India’ and
also reminiscing about the
good time they spent while
haolidaying here —IANS

50 injured are in hospitals at
present.” Relatives had been
asked to give DNA samples 1o
identify the dead

Mews channels said the
plane crashed on top of the
dining area of state-run K
Muedical College hostel, killing
many medical students as well

The passengers included 217
adults, 11 children and two
infants, a source told Reuters.
OfF them, 1659 were Indian
nationals, 53 were Britons,
seven ortuguese, and one
Canadian, Air India said.
—Reuters

pllane cralshed on doctors’ hostel

Crash
after off

The crash occurred just al-
ter the plane took off, televi-
sion channels reported. One
channal showed the plane
taking off over a residential
area and then disappearing
from tha screan before a
huge jet of fire can be seen
rising into the sky from
beyond the houses.

“My sister-in-law was going
to London. Within an hour, |
ot news that the plane had
crashed,” Poonam Patal, a
relative of one of the passan-
gers, told news agency ANI at
the governmant hospital in
Ahmedabad.

Ramila, the mother of a stu-
dant at the medical college,
told ANI her son had gone to
tha hostel for his lunch break
when tha plana crashead. “My
son is safe, and | have spokan
to him. He jumped from the
second floor, so he suffered
some injuries,” she said,
According to air traffic con-
trol at Ahmedabad Alrport,
the aircraft departed at

1:38 p.m. (0808 GMT) from
runway 23. It gave a Mayday
call, signalling an emergency,
but thereafter there was no
response from the aircraft.
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DGCA orders safety

drill for A-178

TR
TR, -

PM Narendra Modi with Gularat CM Bhupendra Patel (Teft)
and Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan MNaidu fextreme
right}at the site of the A-1 plane crash in Ahmedabad

7 fleet

PM chairs review
meeting in
Ahmedabad a
dav after crash

DEEPAK PATEL

Mewe Delhil, 13 june

A day after the crash of Alr
India Hoelng 787-8 Dream-
liner Al-171 in Ahmedabad,
that elaimed 241 lves on
board and ot lesst 24 on
the ground, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviatlon
{DGCA) ordered an immedi
ale “enhanced safety inspec-
ton”™ of the airline’s entire
Boeing 787-8 and 787-9 fleet.
This includes series of checks
before any departure, starting
this Sunday.

Besides the regulatory
step taken on Friday, there
were slpnificant develop-
ments that may fast track the
probe into one of the worst
aviation disasters. The cock-
pit voice recorder and flight
data recorder, collectively
known as the biack box, were
recovered Friday aftermoon,
hours after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visited the
crash site and chaired 2 high-
level review meeting.

The top executives of the
company, which k at the
centre of the crisis, were at
ground rero as well, That in-
cluded Air Indin CEO & MD
Camphell Wilson, who visited
the crash slte,  Tum to Page 6@

m Related reports PEp
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A-Imust conduct detailed review of take-off performance data: DGCA

Tata Sons Chairman N Chandrasekaran,
who had reached Ahmedabad on the day
ol the crash, briefed the CEOs of some of
the group companies on Friday. He also
sent outanote tothe employees, saying it
was the darkest hour in the history of the
Tata group. Chandrasekaran promised
full transparency on the probe, that will
be conducted by a high-level committee.

Even as the detailed investigation
could take several months, an early
report could be expected within weeks,
sources said.

Responding tospeculation, US trans-
portation secretary Sean Duffy, speaking
at a press conference in Washington DC
on Friday, said it “would be way too pre-
mature” to consider grounding the
Boeing 787 fleet.

The crash of the London-bound
Dreamliner seconds after its take-off
from Ahmedabad on Thursday after-
noon had left alone survivor— Vishwash
Kumar Ramesh, an India born British
national — amongthe 242 on board.

The Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) recovered the black box
within 28 hours of the crash from the

accident site in Ahmedabad, civil avi-
ation minister Ram Mohan Naidustated
on X. "This marks an important step for-
ward in the investigation. This will sig-
nificantly aid the Inquiry into the
incident,” he added.

DGCA order details

Inadirective issued on Friday, the DGCA
ordered Alr India to carry out a fresh
round of intensive checks across its
entire Boelng 787-8 and 787-9 fleet with
GEnx engines. These inspections are to
begin from Sunday onwards.

The directive called for a series of
specific checks before each flight's
departure from India, including inspec-
tion of fuel parameter monitoring sys-
tems, cabin air compressors, and
electronic engine control (EEC) umnits.
The fuel parameter system ensures cor-
rect fuel flow to the engines and moni-
tors discrepancies, while the cabin air
compressor is responsible for cabin
pressurisation and ventilation. Elec-
tronic Engine Control (EEC) system tests
are required to verify engine health and
response.

The directive also mandated oper-
ational testing of the engine’s fuel-
driven actuator and ofl systems, both of
which are essential for regulating engine
components and ensuring proper lubri-
cation and

AirIndin operates a fleet of 34 Boeing
787 alrcraft (also called Dreamliner),
including both the 787-8 and 787-9 varl-
ants, one of which was involved in the
crash, according to aviation analytics
firm Cirium. The airline has placed firm
orders for 20 more Dreamliners, with
options for an additional 24, Overall, Air
India’s total Aeet stands at 190 aircraft,
with an average age of 8.4 years. Globally,
there are 1,148 Boeing 787s currently in
service, with an average age of 7.5 years,
Cirium stated.

The DGCA on Friday also directed
that the hydraulic system — which
powers critical functions such as the
landing gear. braking system, and flight
control surfaceslike flaps and nudders —
be thoroughly checked to ensure it is
fully operational. Additionally, Air India
must conduct a detailed review of take-
off performance data to detect any

anomalies in engine output, aircraft
welght calculations, or environmental
factors that could compromise safe
departure. The DGCA also ordered that
flight control inspections be included in
all transit checks — routine Inspections
conducted between an aircraft's arrival
and its next departure — to ensure no
issues are overlooked during quick tum-
arounds at airports.

Power assurance checks, which con-
firm that engines are delivering
adequate thrust, must be completed
within two weeks. Additionally, AirIndia
hasbeenasked to address and resolve all
repetitive technical snags observed over
the past 15 days.

All inspection reports will be sub-
mitted to the DGCA for review, and
regional offices of the regulator have
been tasked with ensuring compliance.

The crash aftermath

As technical scrutiny intensified, PM
Modi met the injured as well as the lone
survivor in hospimal. He also met the
family of former Gujarat Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani. who was among the

deceased.

“We are all devastated by the air tra-
gedy in Ahmedabad. The loss of so many
lives in such a sudden and heartbreaking
manner is beyond words. Condolences
to all the bereaved families. We under-
stand their pain and also know that the
vold left behind will be felt for years to
come. Om Shanti,” the Prime Minister
wrote on X,

The Air India CED, in a video mess-
age, said that an advanced team of
nearly 100 caregivers and 40 engineer-
ing staff had arrived in Ahmedabad. Air
India is in the process of sending many
more caregivers to Ahmedabad while
setting up several friends and relatives
assistance centres in  Ahmedabad,
Mumbai, Delhiand London Gatwick air-
ports, he said.

Meanwhile, other countries are step-
ping up their act on air safety. Among
others, Japan is tightening the oversight
of Boeing 787 operations in the wake of
the Air India tragedy. On Friday, the
country’s transport ministry announced
that it had instructed Japanese carriers
to inspect their Boeing 787 aircraft.
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More alrspace curbs for Indian airlines

Air India reroutes 16 flights; IndiGo warns of delays, cancellations after Israel’s offensive against Iran

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 13 june

International operations of Indian airlines
were thrown into disarray after Iran, lrag,
Jordan, and Israel closed their airspace on
Friday, dealing a severe blow to carriers
already grappling with the ongoing
airspace ban in Pakistan.

These restrictions have narrowed west-
bound corridors drastically, forcing signifi-
cant detours, delays, cancellations, and
flight recalls, particularly affecting routesto
Europe and North America.

The Iranian closure came in response to
Israel’s large-scale military offensive —
Operation Rising Lion — targeting nuclear
and defense installations across Iran. Iran
sealed its airspace, citing security concerns.
Iraq, Jordan, and Israel followed suit, esca-
lating the disruption.

For Indian airlines, the detour require-
ments have become significantly longer,
leading to increased fuel costs, tight crew
rotations, and additional logistical compli-
cations. On Friday, IndiGo — India's largest
airline — issued a public advisory noting
that some of its services may experience
longer flight times or cancellations due to
airspace closures over Iran and nearby
regions. “Please check your flight status on
ourwebsite orapp before heading to the air-
port,” the airline said on X.

The situation was far more acute for Air
India, which had to recall or reroute at least

Flight diversions as seen on the website of Flightradar24 on Friday. Iranian rspact
curbs disrupted several transatlantic and European routes. Among the affected
was Al130 from London Heathrow to Mumbai, which was diverted to Vienna

16 international flights, less than 24 hours
after suffering one of the deadliest aviation
disasters in Indian history.

The fatal crash of Ali71 flight in Ahme-
dabad on Thursday killed 241 passengers
and crew and leftjust onesurvivor, deepen-
ing the airline's ongoing crisis.

Air India confirmed on X that multiple
transatlantic and Europe-bound flights
were impacted. Flight Al130 from London
Heathrow to Mumbai was diverted to

Vienna, while Al102 from New Yorkto Delhi
landed in Sharjah. Another New York ser-
vice, Al116 to Mumbai, was rerouted to
Jeddah. Flight Al2018 from London to Delhi
had tobe brought down in Mumbai, and Al-
106 from Newark to Delhi was diverted to
Vienna.

Outbound flights faced equally serious
complications. Al129 from Mumbai to
London and Al119 from Mumbai to New
York both returned to Mumbai. From Delhi,

Alo3 to Washington DC and Ali89 to
Toronto were recalled after departure.
Meanwhile, Al8S from Vancouver to Delhi
wassent to Jeddah, and Alio1 from Delhito
New York was rerouted to either Frankfurt
or Milan depending on prevailing airspace
conditions.

Al126 from Chicago to Delhi also had to
land in Jeddah. Flight Al132 from London to
Bengaluru was diverted to Sharjah. Two
other flights — AI2016 from London and
Alo4 from Washington to Delhi — were
both rerouted to Vienna. Algo from
Toronto to Delhi was diverted to Frankfurt.

The airline expressed regret for the
inconvenience and said passengers on
affected flights were being offered compli-
mentary rescheduling or full refunds.
“Alternative arrangements are being made
to fly passengers to their destinations,” the
airline said, adding that it was providing
hotel accommodation where necessary to
minimise disruption.

The unfolding airspace crisis has com-
pounded Air India's challenges in the wake
of Thursday's crash. The ill-fated flight
Ali71, operated by a Boeing 787-8 Dream-
liner, had taken off from Ahmedabad en
route to London but crashed within sec-
onds, The aircraft, bearing registration VT-
ANB, burst into flames on impact, claiming
lives of nearly everyone onboard. Among
the 242 occupants — comprising 230 pas-
sengers, ten cabin crew members, and two
pilots — only one passenger survived.
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Plane with 242 on board crashes

® London-bound Air India Dreamliner plunges into medical college ® Chances of saving anyone slim: Shah
Tragedy hits ' 1 [
Ahmedabad

SATISH JHA
AHMEDABAD, DHNS

disasters in recent times,

# London-bound Air India
flight carrving 242 passengers
and crew crashed into a medi-
cal eollege within a minute of
taking off [rom the Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
Airport in Ahmedabad on
Thursday afternoon.

One male flier, 40-year-
old Vishwas Kumar Ramesh,
miraculously survived in the
crash that claimed the lives of
a“majority of the passengers”,

FLIGHTTO

I n one of the worst aviation

DISASTER

But the death roll could be
over 300 as the Boeing TB7-8
Dreamliner plunged into the
government-run BJ Medical
College and staff guorters
and exploded into a massive
fireball.

Atleast fivemedical students
have been killed in the horrific

tragedy, whichissaidiobethe  leastthreeda

first such crash involving the
Dreamliner aircraft.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, who rushed to the city,
told the media that death count
wolld be given only after con-
ducting the DNA test of the
family of the passengers. He
also said that “temperature
soared tosuch high level inthe

plane because of the burnimg
fusel that chances of soving amy-
onewasshim”,

The plane had 169 Indian
maticnals, 53 Britons, seven
Portuguese and one passen-
ger from Canada onboard and
heading 10 Gatwick airport. A
source privy to the develop-
mient it the airport said thatthe
crash happened “prima facie
due to complete failure of the
engine”.

Among the dead was Guja-
rat’sformer chiefminister and
senior BIP leader Vijay Rupani.
He was on his way to meet his
wife, Anjali. in London. Union
Jal Shakti minister and Gu-
jarat BJP presidemt CH Paril
confirmedthedeathof Rupani.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police Kanan Desai was quot-
ed as saying by FT7 that *265
bodies have reached the civil
hospital”, But a government
source said 284 bodies had
been recovered by 7 pm.

“Rescue teams have also
recovered a number of body
parts. Wi have started DNA
sample collection to identify
the bodies. [iis going to take at
s inascertin the
identities,” the source added.

Inastmtement, Air Indin said
“the flight AFI71 from Ahmed-
abad to London Garwick, was
involved in an accident today
after take-olT.

Hundreds of firelighters,
NDRF, Central Industrial Se-
curity Force, Army and police
personnel rushed tothe spot to

douse the fire.

The fMlight, loaded with fuel
for the long journey, crashed
intothe roofof the canteenand
hostel buildings of BJ Medical
College.

"I was in my office when 1
heard a loud noise, [ came out
running and saw the aircraft
crashing into these buildings.
Initially, | couldn't understand
what was happening. It was
sciry,” sabd Ashutosh Pandey,
an evewitness whose office s
located close to the crash site,
»Crash, Page 8

Medical students
among dead

Crash, from Page 1

The three buildings which
were hit by the aircraft were
blackened by the fire.

DH spoke to multiple
sources, including police of-
ficials at the crash site, who
claimed they saw a number
of dead bodies. “We picked
upatleast 40 to 50 dead bod-
ies and put them into ambu-
lances. It was a horrible site.
We didn't see anyone alive,”
said two army officials who
emerged from thesite,

The US National Trans-
portation Safety Board said
itwould lead ateamof USin-
vestigatorstravelling toIndia
to help in the investigation.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA).
the country’s aviation reg-
ulator, in a statement said
that the aircraft, AII71, lost
comtact with air traffic con-
trol (ATC) shortlyafter relay-
ing n distress call and went
downjust beyvond the airport
perimeter,

“The flighttook off ar 1:39
PM IST (08:09 UTC) from
Runway 23. Shortly after
takeoff, the pilots issued a
“MAYDAY" distress call to
air traffic control. However,
no further communication
was received before the
plane plummeted to the
ground. Aircraftimmexdiate-
ly after departure from Run-
way 23, fell on the ground
outside the airport perime-
ter. Heavy black smoke was
seen coming from the acc-
dentsite,” it said.

Tata Group, which owns
Air India, announced that it
“will provide Rs 1 croretothe
families of each person who
has lost their life”,
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CRISIS IN THE SKIES: Dreamliner plunges outside airport perimeter after distress call

‘Mayday’ call, no response, then crash

SHEMIN JOY
MNEW DELHI, DHNS

ayday, Mayday, Mayday,
M pilots of Air India’s ill-fated

Dreamliner aircraft head-
ed to London screamed to the Air
Traffic Controllers within a minute
of it taking off for London from
Ahmedabad.

The efforts of the ATCs to reach
the pilots, Captain Sumeet Sabhar-
wal and First Officer Clive Kundar,
did not fructify and within minutes
theBoeing-787 aircraftcrashed out-
side the airport perimeter.

First introduced in the 1920s, a
‘Mayday’callis a standard protocol
used globally and it is said ‘Mayday,
Mayday, Mayday thrice in a row to
ensure that the messageis heard by
theresponders. The termis derived
from the French ‘m'aider’, which
means ‘helpme’.

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) said in astatement
theflighterashedimmediately after
the take-off at 1:39 pm.

The flight had 242 people, includ-
ing 10 cabin crew, on board. Of the
passengers, around 100 were wom-
en while around 20 were children,
including three infants.

“Asper ATC, theaircraft departed
from Ahmadabad at13391ST (0809

UTC) from runway 23. It gave a
MAYDAY Call o ATC, butthereafter
noresponsewasgiven by the aircraft
to the calls made by ATC. Aircraft,
immediately after departure from
runway 23, fellon the ground outside
the airport perimeter. Heavy black

smoke was seen coming from the
accidentsite,” the DGCA said.

Captain Sabharwal is an expe-
rienced pilot with around 8,200
hours of flying experience while
the co-pilot had 1,100 hours of flying
experience.

o

Rescue operation underway after an Air India plane crashed near Ahmedabad airport on Thursday. Fn

Immediately after the incident,
PM Narendra Modi spoke to Civ-
il Aviation Minister Rammohan
Naidu. The PM has directed the
minister to ensure all necessary
support is extended immediately
and asked to be kept regularly up-

dated on the situation. All relevant
agencies are on high alert, and co-
ordinated effortsareunderway, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation said.
Officials said Naidu was in Vijay-
awada artending the first anniver-
saryeventsof the NDA government

when the incident took place.

“Treating the incident with ut-
mosturgency, the minister cutshort
his engagements. He is in constant
contactwithofficials toensure swift,
coordinated response and support,”
they said.
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Engine failure, bird hit? Experts -

weigh in on possible causes

Higher chances of
Dreamliner facing
tech snag soon

after takeoft

MRITYUNJAY BOSE
MUMBAI, DHNS

uman error, technical fuil-

ure, bird strikes, inadequate

maintenanceand sudden ex-
treme weather conditions are com-
mon causes of aviation mishaps,
according to pilots and experts,
who caution that speculating on
the cause ol the Dreamlinererashar
this stage would be mere guesswork
until the Black Box is deciphered.

However, based on currently
availablevideos, they suggested that
the likelihood of a technical issue
occurring soon after takeoff from
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional Airport (SVPIA) is higher
than other possible causes.

Frominitial reports, Captain Su-
meet Sabharwal, flying with co-pi-
lot First Dfficer Clive Kundar, who
was at the helm of the Boeing 787
Dreamliner, issued a Mayday call
to Air Traffic Control (ATC) shortly
after takeoll.

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIR), both operating under the
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA),
have launched investigations into
one of India’s worst-ever civil avia-
tion disasters.

“Bird strikes can occur at any
time — around airports or even at
high altitudes during Mlight — and
can lead to engine seizure, At this

The London-bound Air India plane taking off from the Ahmedabad
airport and moments later crashing. en

stage, it can't be completely ruled
out, as the aircrafi was seen flying
over a housing locality where bird
activity is possible,"said a pilot with
extensive experience in helicopters
and fixed-wing aircraft. “A bird can
be sucked into the engine, damage
the fan blades, and cause engine
failure,” he added.

Regarding the weather over
Ahmedabad and elsewhere in Gu-
jaratduring the day, expertssee no
CONCErns,

*The weather was pretty okay,”
they suid, adding that updrafts and
downdrafts do not appear to be the
CAuSE.

“The aircraft caught fire and
emitted smoke only after the crash,
rufing out the possibility of a mid-air
explosion at this stage,” civil aviation
experts said.

“From multiple available visu-
als, it appears there was an issue
during liftoll — it was just sinking.”
aveteran pilot said, noting that this
occurred when the aircraft was
at full thrust. “The liftoff did not

happen property, indicating a pos-
sible engine issue, [t nosedived and
crashed onto the top of a building,”
a former pilot added, pointing out
tharthe Dreamlinerisa rwin-engine
aircraft,

“It is a top-of-the-line airplane,
and both engines encountering
problems raises questions,” hesaid,

Asked about human error, the
experts said that it was difficult to
say anything at this stage,

Power loss?

Robert A Clifford, founder and se-
niorpartner of Clifford Law Offices
in Chicago and lead counsel in the
Boeing 737 MAXS crashin Ethiopia
six years ago that claimed 157 lives,
said, “Review of available video
and eyvewitness accounts indicates
some form of power or flight con-
rol loss. Governmentinvestigatrs
should have flight data recorder and
cockpitvoice recorder information
within a couple of days, which will
provide vital information touncover
the cause of this rragedy.”
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= The Boeing 787
Dreamiiner is one of the
most advanced jets in
service and experts say
ithas a generally strong
safety record, with no
previous fatal accidents

= The 787-8 alrcraft

imvolved in Thursday's

actident was deliverad in

2014 and |s the smallestaf
L three variants

q = The twin-engined 787

! comes with a choice of

it two types of engine,

- supplied by GE Asrospace
or Britain's Rolls-Royce.
The engines on the crashed
plane were supplied by GE

= Boeing has sold more
than 2,500 7875, Including
47 to Air India. It has
delivered 1,189 jets to
airlines or lessors, but has
Dieen DEset In recent years
by production delays

» The TB7 first flew in
2011 and entered service
inthe same year after
development delays.

Its creation marked a
breakthrough in design,
promising 20% greater fuel
efficiency

= Its size, range and
efficiency made it ideal
for opening new routes,
bypassing hubs served by
jumbos such as the Boring
747 and Airbus A3B0
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AERO DRIVE

Thegrowthenginethat pronelled Indiatotake ﬂlght

MUMBAI, AFP

ir India's London-bound flight 171,
/ s which crashed on Thursday, wasa
ing 787-8 Dreamliner, part
of India's push to expand its aviation
sector.

Its economic growth has made India and
its 1.4 billion people the world's fourth-larg-
estair market—domestic and internation-
al—with the International Air Transport
Association (IATA) projecting it to become
the third-biggest within the decade.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made
the air sector’s development a priority since
coming to power in 2014.

Modi, who has said he wants to “bring
air travel to the common people”, began a
plan in 2016 t boost air links between small
towns and megacities. “A common man
who travels in slippers should also be seen
in the aircraft — this is my dream,” Modi was
quoted as saying by the aviation ministry at
the time.

AnIndiGo Airlines Airbus A320 aircraft.
REUTERSFILE

Air India, the country’s former national
carrier, was taken over by the Tata Group in
2022, The sprawling salt-to-software con-
glomerate has since sought to turn around
the airline by ordering new aircraft and
upgrading its existing fleet.

The airline currently operates a fleet of
over 190 planes, according to the latest avail-
able data on its website, including 58 Boeing
aircraft. Over the last two years, it has placed

orders for 570 new aircraft.

In September 2024, Air India kicked off a
$400 million refit programme to revamp 67
legacy aircraft in its fleet.

The airline’s global network spans 31
countries across five continents, connecting
India with destinations in North America,
Europe, and the Asia Pacific. The airline
saysitoperates about 5,000 flights a week
*“to and from 49 destinations within India
and 43 destinations outside India”.

Domestic air passengers have more
than doubled in the past decade, according
to government figures, as Indian airlines
quickly ramp up their fleets.

This has partly helped the number of air-
ports more than double in the past decade,
from 74 in 2014 to 157 in 2024, according to
ministry figures.

The government is pouring in millions
of dollars and promising to increase the
number of airports to between 350 and
400 by 2047, the centenary of India’s
independence.



e | o
CIEGIDAGLIE RS E R D E oy

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DATINIK JAGRAN DELHI 14 JUNE Z0Z5

QUCARIA fqHIH BT i a1a e, 31a &

m@%ﬁé\mﬁ?ﬁa’lﬁmaﬁ

AP A Aedd, AEvEIe
U §ieA1 % AR ®

THeARrE wo oA 7a7-8 U HIEH o AWl o 9w o Enll il
SR P T A g 38 Wi 3 SR ¢ 4 o, &
o T 1 v R S R g ¢ i o e ) Rl
%ruﬂﬂnluﬁ.ﬁmmﬁimm 'Mﬁw‘?mmmﬁﬁq
el 3 uap e & dEn iﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁl&nﬂ?l
femmn Fed v A . B 9, G INI e o o3 e & e et
iy Sl i GARRE ) o ARl @1 01 ke 4 e e fade e o ncns
feem @1 99T, &l FHEA
¥ W 265 EA ¥ v ot -mﬂﬂmﬂmﬁmﬁﬁlqﬁﬁﬁﬁmm
woTe d ww Ay @) osni O (o0 ol 96 # 215 Weld & S A0 BICTISA [0 ; wR S g e
7 S A F T e o & U3 ) G S B a6 1B0D 5691 444 Tenfii o & | IR 9 T 15
T faw w W A o) R A, B © 90 WoH ©f @ o] +918062779200 T P B S |
L

o IF ¥, 2 4
foié st 3 s s 2 i HEARYAC] W Ugd GIOW, Bel-qul e 59 | 951 oo e < 0t wgedl
a T ¥ U, o 39 T3 5521 P S SN T
% ¥a T ) HI w9 ﬂﬁﬂiﬁrﬂﬁwm Ell?lf'l’f'\ql?fﬁ'-lﬂ e B Fh . R
s e v % A o Tl @) A et &
A TSI FERd e B 1 3 o ol 3rafea
(Fiaii) | ypEEn U 317 e 1 2 o s

fear = ﬂﬁﬂﬁ]’ﬁﬁﬂﬁl‘i
15 5[, 2025 F =% 9ET-787

o T3 S5A1 @ SRR @1 369, 16 d 1

& | 05O s § | 3 o b

fauer wshrder (o) 3

P o0 e 2 iy e el i ) i e
%Hﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁi | XTI HBINPTOLI | NN
S ey
g WA wE A e roriniith SO
IEH N wse Send SIS Fai
e e s sk E e it e o e §
wEErE § T T gE-asl L e aifd 9 ) e @ | A
feardl M gt T Sy ST A T i AR
= frdie diEr gl S T o S SR o 1 e
ﬁﬁqﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁmn YEHEIES ¥1 GCART W1 S o) ] 1 Sidte e FERHTE AR e T 6 & |
FLIT T s s | o e 440
e S L L T (R i e
Sl sl i B T 20T BB IMEATET Wi o e W g o 37 ;‘S‘; f;ﬂ %m
Gre i ow 3 vu e oy T R SR T TR 3t A e eew i “3;
sl P s 21E) 1 G ot o 40 e | e b s g | ST SR G @ el
Gy 3 v oy w WURRIE S ERAIRG 21w IR SR A g | B9 B8 A e,
N it I R IH 3 3 02 3l 33 WA
o W B el w TN WATH D e dm g g | T S R e v 3y
w1 21 Ted T F wr g VAN U | IEE SO GG T OO S0 o4 6 S | 59 P &l 4 fwE i A s
3 Tt oE A i wey o R R A AN U e W geady | L I B | ot A 3 S <
& W 21 A fuw tger O REEIRmAR A 3 AR Wi e waRd B ARy Al 81 & fip vagvama & g wfea
Sfefr o, e e O S 30 9w E TER ] i i 1 | T S5 O 6 215
R 9 W 9w W
Y, TR i e W ORI W R ISH Y TR AasE W EEwaE W o9 § 909% © TR
ferzs 1 G, §59 WA W WAnE weie SErRE Bl 4w DD a59 RoE @ o e W 2w 9 s g
STEAA i T WA AR Sig-aaE W U g OWO Tl 0w I55EE SEeh fasemm | g S e
g1 osm s, ensifes o @1 gwd gRfem w3 I e g A wen e g 4 ) wAw ar U

fereest @1 st 3 359

S & ded s A e

H Hafgn Tpfler #§ dE wWEE Bl @ Ee A 9 H0 (WHEE) % onE S S
it 2 2 A 3% A el oigm =H R i ASRYE R AR o am § favdle 3w
AT AR T 3R O R Wew T o @) SEE U W o e W et Wl e A 1 e 8|

# WA T A8 O W T § 9o T BEE % e T Wil diewme Wi & onee i @ IE . 69



e | o
"I fa\=aas uifSsvor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN

mWﬂwwgsn

il i v el @ ) endial vl
i a3 Si3en @ fomat il e
S Fedcrr el df e o
&, i fibe wait telt awed o fom

G A s o e i

3R 5729 F 3= 1R

171 &% 3% B & og
gl o f e @ ) Fae
AbEl st s 2w W Rend
FE 242 €M waER 4, B A4
Fae Uh § 9E 99 ) EauE
& ey o § R F
T T wm I e | a1 )
B & 9 4 98 e =\
form e ) o w9 Al d
gid & e, RREw, gdmed
it waed amfe o woifte
THIEI AG-TZaTE 2R
B AN § 1 e R
U s, Fere ofauee
EifrETE, T ofaem
# W o ag T e
Frmfer sign, Zhairdng aft afaueE
s =6 #1050 qitm

o WET % faom
PRI-8 {I:-l:-ﬁﬁ{ ¥l = dEE
tan o 2, o 2= 9 BEd W
R BN, SHiC FWE Fig &
Frere TR T W e R T
T T H # 2E TE
F fAm § I & W O iEm
o Tt e & o weel e OE
?ﬂﬂi"lﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬁﬂmﬁﬁ
'THHT-ITU"I‘IF‘IEHEE oy
ﬂﬂgﬂﬁaﬂ?ﬁﬂnﬁ%ﬁrﬁ
198 o e om g o T
T 0 20 )9 R A g el
&1 T # | 50 Heeh wideg 0 T8
t 5 TEE MmiTE F 90 R
e T, S T 1985 TEE
- Aigeeh o
R S 9N w1 8 96 o
Wl uaR iR & wwRE 182 #
wiEeEd a3 9y Beee
Fh A | & 3= o
faqa o iﬁ?ﬁﬁ:’%awaaﬂ
Had Wl 329 WM OHR MO )
T & Ot 3RS & T
LEwiics SerRrE o Frn e
Fete oar of FF Feill el d
ua gl & wesle sl e,
== e A B R R
mmaﬁwmmﬁm

d R fem e wW W 2
3T 3 EEEY GRS T
famig S0 9O 92T 98 i
T O |,
== F T o M9E, e 9
Tl A T e
FriEm & wnm Hida &) oER
e & W45 9 95 Wive faum

DELHI

14 JUNE 2025

O 18 | 20 W T 8 Al
o W fimee & d%d oo #@
9| sEEeErE § v 96t W
T | T 38 1§ B o oI
et a1 i w9 FeEn
] W w7 e 8 B R
g9 4 i o= 1 e g,
Foterdl = [ FEH T A
EiE R D e s R R
aEEE AaEaisl & o qe
TR F0 e, TR S e,
fefstemt do Fetel figen & o
600 iz Y1 UHNEH U a3
e d@F #1 Fe =1 )

A ) uEaRE h o @
SRl i E2 i =
qEEEE B W TR Hem =
i WAl R, 9w =R
THE AR EME WY & 0
1 T8 YR # #HR Ay 70
A T UHSH W6 999 ©) 3EY
Tl SIS AT RS e
% " =E el WowE B
=il GG i i e

ITE 7RI
T W T A S 2P0 B
frrdl o fawa + St == oW
| Al e g
A T He s B i T B/

A # o 39 e E g
o A 3 AR A g @ e
Rall f1 2p ReE @ g
o @ R @ 3 aEEn S d
u ol 9 aas O wEe &9
HIA1 T R

T W A a & B
I R # AR
frer &) e Rufy § Siffaw
Fil R 9 AR a|ﬂ1mﬁm
A el aghE wEl
T B 51 3 ST TR
TG, FEEG, Flel=, 0T
¥t W afe &) 55 e gan
WZE & AETE el S
w| T dten W e
e G wgae d e f9
21 7 9l 35F T 9 R A

mmmﬁqﬂmm
g 2l ede § a9 w2 A
il T A W e dwE
W a W g wEd W
FRE W OHEER = e
FAE R & uA wed afEE
A T AR = G
T T Aw U e, i
FAT WATEF T
affe sl i 2ol i el &
IpETER #EE R0 W PR
w98 TEE AR SRHCER
0 =R F B d g #) 9°
s 5w e WEW § | 5
¢ 7 v frow, Teme e
St 3l FE WE Tt S
1 faeril | e smq e 8 R
s 8 uai §fea % <R
7878 FOETH R 5 ang F
TE gan? wel Aig el e 6
4% §fiR 3 F A a0
] T g7 S T T AR
& fg ER @, 3% amee
AR 6 W A A 9 e
4 =2 R s afay, of e
Fre sl Ol sl 4 2w Fea,
OiH, AR iR, @A aEd] alln
e A F o e e
81 3R § % wEa WE iR
WEHA Wl Wl ®eH 38
3 5w & for Zemem o wa
aTel TR TS )
{ TrED FvrTe1 e T TR
i PR & SRR
TS
responsedjagran.com




_ AN

I EGIEACL IR SRR D E iy

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN

DELHI

14 JUNE 2025

ﬁmﬁﬁﬁmwmg?faaaﬁwwﬂﬁﬁﬁma

ﬂéﬁﬁﬁﬁi; HeanmEr EHE
wed d 242 § O foF um
# AE a=n & G g
FA W e T9 110 9 d8
T 45 TN EEEE FER
W & wias ° 99 e
1 HZA A 56 9 97 3w
wm & B e o de
110, el e 81 FEe
foias 1 ®en € B e
wHe § 110 HiE W Ean 96
e, wd T, wiEET e
e 4 6l 6 96 Hie v
T T A UF TOEE
&l 2

sfrm frgg 1w
= WAEe H% WEsIH
F v e w3
fF ol gEe sem A 2
3t de %1 Ruft & amaR
W Siag A e

k|

] ¥
&

3
nln

b S

1 |

'I‘ rEN L

-----

TT Sl dnE
- LER AL

T A

o fdvasl A @2, & e
3o i, Ui @ i &
TN T & @I FE
W A Tl 339
» I5H D YA H T
diftT O3 & oA 0 @l
VI W1 ]

o [ET4 g & @ ¥ dad
A gdedr A a0 4 wee e
T@ ¢, ol T8 T
110 & @

» PP TNl @ e & i
faw ¥ fd e S
IfEr g &

A TN e 2 | e
B % W § 439 9 ghe
& wed § g faw o E,

w9 = 170 TR Em
e fmm d w=iE -
T e Soa el 71 fas

e umen uEuEE e
% WY TF WewW A el
s v Wl d <fF anh
MG e 5 % e
o da1 =, T 9% T B
o 39 fa %1 oy PEiE 92
ol @fiFT = w8 11 9
Bl &1

a5 WET 787 SEEGH
Emmﬂfﬂtﬁﬂq%l
1971 § 3@ 7% gu foum
et W 2007 § Py M
T S SeEE § T
T o foom % ew e o
dd afEl % =97 39 daE
=1+ | g ferdai e
& fn fom dwm = e
o 2| fawae FER # owE
FrFm R & o7/ | &34 |
A faae @ e P
ATA TEE WA S U B

et o €, wen gee
& W% 5% e g T A6
=1 £

I%H W & faam oW
i e wRew F WET R
w firo, @ e @ @ 5w
e W favam @3 9 i
I SO GG e
o, Foraet ot amet FHeme g,
1 s ) e
i A FHEe o, SAY 9
et A8 Frem vk R
T T & 5 IS B e
il Sl
Iy, fd Wt =4 %
A W e w e =
#1 3 we W SuEe
T wEA WA HE e
aim 2| fodell & srER
el e =1 wEd
1 w9 3TEd T8 B |



Corporate Communications Directorate

_ AN

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

DAINIK JAGRAN

DELHI

J3H TIfad, Emgﬁm#ﬁaaﬁmﬁ

AT, % feeddl: 90w &
T W T & 9 PEan
F G W W ISE W
el AW TS| 7Ok 8 w6
B @ == wEm § IsH
TG WM @ H A W OB
T F 319 TF HE 1800
I5H UWifad € ©1 s
U Fied @l ol w16
TS W AR foAn

% SR, T Fiear 4
ﬂwqﬁ%ﬂﬁm
F T TaA a9 A &
o I=M F S H
W 7T A I e,
I 95 39S gal &A 5l
i?ﬂm?ﬁhﬁmtmhﬁﬂﬂ
N F U FF I5HI
o+ W0l wEen o £ A A
T He T W EiE W2

14 JUNE 2025



e | o
"I faA=aa= wifSrevor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN DELHI 14 JUNE 2025

CICT THE P YIRHEH BT HIgd e,
e Qe IR diild URGel sl
g, 7 - 2w % St m

» OF, 9 W9 Tgd ANl

U R 3 Y #

W& 1 9 T W A, gy siewd ¥, B Wl 8 Wl
Wi wE A faei = LRI
@TWWEHWW ! o i W, a0 Wi azi @)
W s v few g 0= e oo mid SAFSH i

W M WoEE § EnE

w5 weE 9l S aEd

i eed £ g wa g | 0! & W B S 0BT B - e 0
oFd €, 39 e 0 F O | e g oriEadiy SRS Tl W R
TE W AR A AR g | 0 2 40 4 IENEER &9 4 wEenEA i undl 3l
% frafim 3=m s § A gen S T A T A S e A
woell, 39 |@EF 0 wiawd | w O] @l -0 TR - HEHEME 6100
T T | T R O | QR OE PR P Y SEendia o Y S | 242
W e FW OE, W o | dwon o d ) oeel & Rfooe anf 3 gier g 9 9 241
TERT 57§ TR g | ad oA femaen e dai

wehifeal W 9s WiE
wow F 35 v oo me T & @ 99 oe Ree difsal & fov wwza W
HY A s g W osfwen & gHeaws B9 & uw A o qof wedn o) ofeen &

R an, A abEl # g
s w1 wEd w9
ST 91 | EE S TE
w o mEn Ow H@Rw ouEn

A% A 71 I T R g
aEd qfewe o 7| EW wed o

| 9% T TR % g
wad T B T

el SpR Al g s
4 uam gfE famm gdew &
tifeal & fow wEa wEl d qu
HwA Fi e # R



Wi fas=aws uifSsyo

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN

e | o

DELHI

14 JUNE 2025

[ F16d & d1C SoRRICT- S0 g H fERT Te] TdUeH ddey

SRR {1, 7 feell : TFER =
e arr awd afoee deet
# fau T = uREs EE A

Hﬁfﬂ AT U5 W G
1 uan it %t = Il W

T T3 2

TRl Wl & T, T,

SES1 T HH B
I 3 3K T9EE 6 A
UF-SHL T EHE A € Ol 96

o WRAR A SuiF ol
WA U3 Hldl WIFRI

o @S A oe, 5w 4
10-20% ! & ol & 9ig

i & WS W AN B R g

#A smummeE offeefi o

AFTE IEEAA 4 g |
a8 o= nfa # fawwm w9
e O 8 15 Wi w0
HEFT TR H wed WEr 9
I @AY fava 9§ 9t e
W #| 3R T a9 oEe &
dra R = feredt @ 4

2l W F wEn i ¥ ol ae

Tl a9E | g9 A SEEnEn
o T fawel @ qiw = A

ﬁmﬁaﬂ:ﬁmmﬁaw

HE UsH I o ands 4
% foeell 3 Al U I8

TSFT H IO TR & U
A T wn i R
10-20% ¥ afg & Wl 21

SIS R & T ¢ I

A5 1 787 SMAE [a9H fUod 14 7 9
il o &% T WiaRd o de ¥ 8 AR
TR TFell ar GUCT ©f [ g3 &1 380
T € WA TR & T IMaET &
froat 3 3@ 9% & a6 & an 7

U3R & 3 Ao a1 43 o ufareE

ey ot Ot 3t P S deve oo
USMAFREH (T | - P ST O S
Sigeng-R o fefiodt I & | v oft aw ol
ol Ty 2 @l 2013 § 4 1 feama & arm
SIeNg=R T SR OB Ui o W o uE)
o] | Teehlcli= S¥aTe) Eicd arell U i o
sieens-R & 42 ot 33 o) e awa @ fom Ao
1 91 | 39 990 W elEy O U U 5 faum 41

41,000
TR Bl A A B gpr | 3 o

35 W @ Al
2 &1 T
787-8 fdWH

11553

H o SeEAR

1148

i AR Jar o

Igﬁmiﬁ'fi
' k!B
7.5 k!0

aign famEl o
i i

WA Tavess ¥ frear

U 3fEm 3R I wReET | 787
e R E e I BRI ®
439 34 9787 44 27 7878 WM
a9 £ | o7 4 e direT-8 ml
eiftee & for sy e |

20 Afafe fout @ e

U3 i 3 43 3l facel
Jeoh o R R T & 1399 20
My dt7a7 ol o and 2
1 37 390 1Y 24 Hiakad e
4 i e & |

SRR & oF WIS

SenER & d giEd 787-8,787-9
¥ 787-10 & 1 787-8 WEA T I
13,530 fireirdies & | cimg 57 diev,
s 17 diev i e eo diee &1




e | o
I faA=ae= urfsrevor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIE JAGRAN DELHI 14 JUNE 2025

GUCANRA W & 70%
zrﬁ'ﬂamﬁtﬁ\au?ﬁ?r

g%mmraﬂqmm Tl 4|

oA UsE-171 EAR UF Afd A =ad,
F IETeER H IsH ‘foUE % gEemrE B
T F O 30 Yhe  © UE @ s

% wior femst saF 5§ 3 T &4
foaq Afcw@ Folsl & gHeARdd @ I
FRed W GHeAnRd ¥ EUE % 3R
T HEAREE W HEd | d@l o ® T
Ted Ugd UF oA GHedRdd W e 31
d A fF @ 70 9 U Ui # sed W
ofoerd I o Hel e w W R Ea | 5
o0 E O T AT IH ¥ e o e 3 R




Corporate Communications Directorate

’

THE ECCNCMIC TIMES

DELHT

14 JUNE 2025

Flight Diversions, Safety Woes Spark Sky Scare among Flyers

Travel cos see surge in queries related to rescheduling trips, aircraft models amid Iran-Israel tensions, Ahmedabad plane crash

several flight diversions due to

Iranian airspace closure after Israsl
attnck. .. Anunprecedented wave of
disruptions in two days has spoaked

Anumeha Chaturvedi

New Delhi: The fatal Boeing 787
Dreamliner erash in Ahmedabed, a
bomb scare causing emergency
landing of o Phuket-Delhi fight, and

Panic in the Air

Concerns over alrcraft | Many
safety, gecpolitical  Indians are
tensions trigger | . 1', considering
panic amang “35* 4l short-haul
business & domestic
leisure travellers . | journeys
TRAVEL AGENCIES SEE A RISE IN RESCHEDULING
REQUESTS FROM CUSTOMERS FOLLOWING S8
UNSCHEDULED LAYOVERS, OVERNIGHT DELAYS

Indhizn atr travellers, with many
seeking to reschedule their trips in
the near term, travel compianies say

2!

Many business and lelsure travel-
lers have taken to social media for
gueries and rescheduling requests

On Friday, Air India diverted or
recalled] at least 16 Nights on transsat-
lantic and European routes as lran
closed its alrspace after [srael lnun-

Platforms working
with airline partgers,
on-ground tour |
MAaNagers on

passengers to their
‘destinations. offering
‘accommodation

‘\\\

ched an atinck targeting its nuclear
and military sites

The ights included the ATI30
London Heathrow-Mumbai flight
that was being diverted to Vienna
and the Al102 New York-Delhi flight
that was being diverted o Sharjah.

In o statement, Alr Indis also stated
thie AN Delhi-Washington flight
was returning to Delhi, the AllBg
Vancouver-Delhi Might was diver-
ting to Jeddat, and the Ala2 London
Heathrow-Bengaluru Oight was
beingdiverted to Sharjah

The Tata Group alrline sald alter-
native arrangements are being
made to Ay passengers to their
destinations, noting that it is pro-
viding accommodation where
needed to minimise disruption

This comes just a day after the crash

of an Atr India flight in Ahmedabod
that killed at least 2685 peaple,

Many travellers nre posting queri-

es anid concerns on social media

“I have a light to London tomonr-
row All2% from Mumbai to London.
Can you please let me know if the
Night will go ahead or not? Please
et me know, " one Karan Awasthi
posted on X tageing AirIndia. Ina
subsequent post a few hours later,
he said: “What the hell! Can't you
reply to genuine concerns?”

Another user, Jenny claimed that
Might A130, which was diverted to
Vienna, was heading to Milan
instead. “My husband is onboard
No food provided, No clear updates

What's going on”” she winte.

“Planning Tours to become Complex’ s+ 9

‘Planning Tours to
become Complex’

»+ From Page 1
Ravi Gosain, president of Indian
Association of Tour Operators
(LATO), said the uncertainty arm-
undairspace closures, flight dela-
wsand rerouting will likely rema-
In prevalent for the foreseenble
future due to the lseael-Irnn con
Miet, making planning and ex-
ecuting trips more “complex”

“We also hesrd about a flight
Froum Phiuaket to Delbd bedng diver-
ted due to a bomb threat. Ineci-
dents like these, combined with
the ongoing geopolitien] ften-
shons, create a ripple offoct seross
the global travel eeosystem,” Go-
sain saidd, “IF instability around
pgeopalitical rensions persists, the
longterm effects on consumer
confidence and global mobility
could be siEniflicant,” he warned,

Travel agencles sald they ae
busy felding queries and resche
dlutling requiests from people sche
duled to travel in the coming few
days, with many also rmising con-
corns about the safety of Boeing
aireraft following media reports.

“Customers are asking for mo-
del mumbers and abreralt details
of Nights following Thursday's
crnsh, Even we don't hove the de-
imils @t times and hive (o rese.
arch on these,” said Kapil Jain,
cofounderand CEOof Fly Diving
Travels
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Airline, which operates 437 aircraft, has to renew insurance next
month, at a time of rising geopolitical risks and safety concerns

IndiGo in for a Crash Course
in Surge in Insurance Costs

Shilpy Sinha

Mumbai: IndiGo airlines, the co-
untry's largest carrvier by fleet
and market share, may see a sur-
ge in aviation insurance cost
when it renews its policy next
a

month, likely driven by incr
sed geopalitical risks and decline
in reinsurance capacity after the
AirIndia plane erash

Asof March, IndiGo was opera-
ting a fleet of 437 aircrafi, prima-
rily narrow-body Alrbus A320
and A32] models, each insured
for a hull value of $30-45 million
It has o total insurance cover af
around $20 billion for its 437 air
craft, with an annual premium
estimated between $14 million
and §15 million, according to in-
surance industry sources.

On the liability side, a narrow-bo-
dv alreraft is typieally covered up
to $750 million, while wide-body
aircraft are insured for ns much as
$1hillion

Last year, IndiGo's risk was pla-
ced in the Indian insurance mar-
ket with New India Assurance as
the lead underwriter, supporied
by multiple domestic insurers, in-
cluding ICICI Lombard, The poli
cy was heavily reinsured in the
London market, where global ca-
pacity providers continue todomi-
nate the aviation war and liability
space. The Alr India plane crash in
Ahmedabad on Thursday could

SAFETY COVER
IndiGo hasa total insur-
ance cover of around
$20 billion forits 437
aircraft, withanannual
premiumof$14-$15m

result in hull and liability claims
of $120-5200 million, becoming
one of the costliest aviation insu-
rance payouts involving an Indian
carrier, according to industry so-
urves. They said global reinsuran
ce markets could harden due to
muounting liability claims

“Such losses, generally affect
multiple reinsurers, as airline fle-
et policies are often placed on fa-
cultative basis involving several
participants, and since the linbili

tv claims take time to guantify, it is
currently difficult to assess the
impact of the incident on future
pricing,” said N Ramaswamy cha
irperson and managing director
of GIC Re.

“With regards to the liability los-
ses to Alr India under their avia-
tion all risk policy, while the basic
compensation will be governed by
Montreal Convention, the range
will greatly vary, depending upon
the nationality of the passengers
as well asfuture court rulings,” sa-
Id Amit Agarwal chief executive
officer and managing director of
Howden Insurance Brokers India.

Another factor that could influ
ence aviation premium is the geo
political situation. For instance,
on Friday, several Air India inter-
national flights were diverted af-
ter Iran closed its alrspace follo-
wing an attack by lsrael.

War risk rates are Hkely to rise
when airspace becomes restric-
ted and conflict zones expand
Generally, aviation war covers
have a seven-day cancellation
clause. If tensions escalate in the
war zones, insurers can issue a
seven-day notice of cancellation
Alter seven days, unless with-
drawn, the policy ceases to provi-
de cover for affected regions.

During the India-Pakistan con-
flict last month, insurers had issu-
ed notices to general aviation ope-
rators. The notices were later with-
drawn as the situation stabilised
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Over 200 Air India

Staff Sent to Sites
for Support Work

Forum Gandhi

Ahmedabad: Air India amd its pa-
rent Tata Sons have quickly mobill-
sed suppart systems to help affectsd
families amd e on-ground coor-
rpency work follo-
i phine crash
man N Chandrase
karan described the incident as “one
of the darks yys in the Tata Gro-
up's history™

“Words are noconsolation right now,
bant my thoughts are with the families
and loved ones of the people who died
and were injured in the crash. We are
here for them,” he sajd in a note o
employees, reviewed by ET.

The chairman stressed that the
company is fully commitied to un-
derstanding Whin!  ge—
wint wrong. “We want
tn understand what
happened. We don't
Enow right now, but we
will” he sabd, adding
that investigative ie-
ams from Indin, the
UK, and the US have al-
ready arrived in Ah.
medabad o probe the
crash —

“They have our full cooperation,
and we will be completely tanspa
rent about the Nndings, ™ hs said

Alr India, nlong with Tata Sons, has
deployveda “core toam™ and an “angel
team” a1 all key sites, including the
crash site, hospitals, and the DNA
identification centre, “to assist with

on-ground coordination and provide
suppaort to the affected (Emilies,” a
person familiarwith the matter said

M

w (ham 200 Adr Ind in employees
et mabilised across these o

pency work, another person sxid.
A third person said, “The aldine
tws also armnged Ove hotels, inclu-

ding Tata group properties, o

A5E

VCORETEAM'AND
AN ANGEL TEAM'
HAVE BEEN SENT TO
EVERY LOCATION TO
ASSIST WITH ON-
GROUND SUPPORT

the families and next of Kin, provi
ding them with immediate care and
logistical support, completely freeof
oost.™

The ‘Tata Gro-
up's  hospitality
arm IHCL has Taj,
Gingerand Vivan
ta hotels in Ah-
mediabid.

The Tata Group,
Chandrasekiran
sald in his note {o
employess, takes
Its responsibility
10 society seriouns
Iy “That includes baing open about
whint oceurod yesterdamy ™

He urged patlenoe and cantioned
against jumping to conclusions whi-
| the Investigation is still underway
“There is plenty of speculation all
around us. Some of it may be right,
somenl it may be wrong. [ want tour-
ge patience,” he said

Chandmsekaran reminded smplo-
yees that when Tata took over Alr In
ilia 1= e gree
'S op pric & N0 OO
proimisean = built this
group on st snd It is = cifTi-
cult moment, but we will nid retreal
from our responsibilities, from do-
ing what is right. We will carry this
lmss. Wie weill naot Fory y
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DAY AFTER TRAGEDY

Regulator Orders
Extensive Checks
on Al's 787 Fleet

Black box recovered, marks important
step forward in investigation: Minister

Arindam Majumder

New Delhic The Directorste
General of Civil Aviation
(DMGCA)Y ordered enhanced in
apections of Air India’s Boeing
875, following Thursday's
erash in Ahmedabad that killed
241 people on board, The soruti-
ny will beextensive and include
aone-time check of take-ofl pa-
rameters. reviewing technical
snags on these alreraft in the
pasl 15 days and resalving any
recurring problems. Air India
has o Meet of 33 Dreamliners
the oldest of which was acqul-
redl in 2002 The plane that went
down entered serviee 1n 2014
Apersonawarcol thedevelop
ment said that
the exira mainie
nanos checks we-
reardered becau-
se  preliminary
Investigations have pointsd to
the possibility of foults with
the plane ora human error, and
not a universal issne with Boe
ing TH7s or the GEnx engines
that powered the plane
Boeing told ope
rators in a service hulletin
they don’t need to take any ad-
ditional measures for sale
operations of theaireraft
But the person cited above
eautionsd that no eonclusion

RELATED

REPORTS

35

o - L
PM VISITS CRASH SITE »+ 8

can be drawn until a thorough
Investigation has been comple
ted. Planes have many redun-
dancies to prevent a single pro-
hlemfrom leading toacalamity.
Asaresult, crashes nre typical-
ly coused by multiple failures
and early hypotheses are often
ruled out during lengthy, tech
nical crash investigations,

Cockpit Voice Recorder s 5
CRASH WON'T HIT SECTOR »» SEEEDIT

Search On for Cockpit
Voice Recorder

»» From Page 1

The Air India Boeing T87-8 with 242
people on board bound for London
Gatwlck began losing heighl sec-
onds after take-ofT and erashed over
a residential area in Ahmedabad
killing all but one person.

US transportation secretary Sean
DufTy said in Washington DC that it
“*would be way too premature” to
consider grounding the Boeing 787
Mleet.

“Any faults that could have contrib-
uted to the accident of the aircraft
eausation should be eliminated,”
said Amit Singh, founder of Safoty
Matters Foundation, which works
on aviation safety

Civil aviation minister Ram Mo-
han Naidu said that the fight dota
recorder, popularly called black box,
was recovered on Friday afternoon.

“This marks an important step for-
ward in the investigation,” he said.
“This will signilicantly aid the in-
quiry into the incident.”

The search for the cockplt voice re-
corder is continuing. The two units,
painted orange, are designed to sur
vive extreme conditions and are
eritical in establishing the cause of
accidents.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
visited the craush site on Friday,
chaired a high-Jevel review meeting,
and met the injured. Air India CEO
and MD Campbell Wilson also visit-
ed the crash site.

“The technical team is helping at
the site and our caregivers are pro-
viding support to the families. We
know the investigations will take
time but we will be fully transparent
and support the process for as long
as it takes,” Wilson said in a video
message posted on X

A National Investigation Agency
(NIA) team examined the crash site
on Friday, officials said. They said
that It was a procedural visit and
ruled out any chances of sabotage.
The team was accompanied by offi-
cials of other central agencies, The
NIA typically investigates terror-re-
lated offences,
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A DAY AFTER THE TRAGEDY

DGCA orders thorough
inspection of 787 ﬂeet_

® Investigation on
to find answers:
Tata Sons chief

SWARAJ) BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, June 13

A DAY AFTER Air India’s Lon-
don-bound Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner crashed shortly
after take-off from Ahmed-
abad airport, killing 241 of the
242 on board, the aviation reg-
ulatorordered a safety inspec-
tion of the airline’s Dream-
liner fleet. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said it would imple-
ment immediate checks
acrossall 33 Boeing 787-8 and
787-9 aircraft operated by Air
India, including key systems
and take-off parameters.
Tata Sons chairman N
Chandrasekaran said on Fri-
day that the group "will not
retreat from its responsibili-
ties” even as it grapples with
“one of the darkest days in
Tata Group's history”. In an
internal communication to
employees, he said: “This is a
very difficult moment. What
occurred yesterday (on Thurs-
day) was inexplicable, and we
are in shock and mourning.
To lose so many lives at once

W

4

)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets Vishwash Kumar
Ramesh, the lone survivor of Thursday’s Air India plane crash,
at a hospital in Ahmedabad on Friday. The PM also visited

the crash site BPAGE 15

FAMILIES LINE UP FOR DNA
TESTS TO IDENTIFY KIN P14

EDIT: BOEING, AIR INDIA HAVE
THEIR TASKS CUT OUT P&

is incomprehensible”.

The internal note came as
the search team recovered one
of the aircraft's two black
boxes on Friday, a break-
through that is expected to
shed light on what went
wrong during what was to

m

have been a routine flight.
Investigators said the
retrieved unit could either be
the flight data recorder or
cn:kpil voice recorder. It has
been handed over to the Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB), which is lead-
ing the probe with support
from the US National Trans-
portation Safety Board
(NTSB), Boeing, and engine
maker GE Aerospace.

Continued on Page 14
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DGCA orders probe...

*WE WANT TO understand
what happened. We don't know
right now, but we will,” Chan-
drasekaran said. "Wy this rou-
tine fight turned into a calamity
is something trained investiga-
tors will help us understand
when their work is complete.
Once we have verified facts, we
will be transparent in our com-
miunication.”

In the meantime, the
DGCA's order mandates rigor-
ous inspection of multiple criti-
cal systems on all Dreamliners,
including the electronic engine
control unit, foel system,
hrydraulic lines, cabin air com-
pressor, and oil system. Transit
inspections will now include
flight control checks. Operators
havebeen told to submit reports
of anyrepetitive snagsinthelast
fortnight and carry out power
assurance tests within two
woeks. Aviation experts said
wihile black boedata will provide
answers, key questions loom
large. "Alrcraft was good,
weatherand visibilitywere suit-
able, the pilot had more than
8,000 flying hours, Something
drastic clearly happened,” said
Jitender Bhargava, former exec-
utive director of Air India.

Anotherexpert familiarwith
air traffic control procedures
said:“There was no distress sig-
nal, noindication fromair traffic
control (ATC) that something
was amiss. There's usually time
fior a go-around, but here, the
crash occurred before any call
for help. That's extremely
unusual”, GE Aerospace, whose
GEnx engines powered the air-
craft, has activated its emer-
gency response team. “We are
prepared to support our cus-

Atail of an Air India Boeing
787 Dreamliner plane that
crashed is teen stuck on a
building after the incident in
Ahmedabad, india, on Friday

ALTERS

tomer and the investigation,"a
GE spokesperson said.

The day also saw Prime Min-
ister Narenda Modi chairing a
review mesting inAhmedabad,
where all aspects of the tragedy
were  discussed.  Murdidhar
Mohol, minister of state for civil
aviation, sald the government
was leaving no stone unturmed.

AirIndiahaslaunched assis-
tance centres at four airports,
Ahmedabad, Delhi, Mumbai,
and Gatwick, tosuppart families
ofvictims. Tworelief flightswere
also deployed to bring the next
of kin to the crash site.

Alr India and Alr India
Express have alsochanged their
profile pictures to a black icon
across their social media plat-
forms on Thursday, hours after
the crash of the ill-fated fAight.
Their websites, too, went black
and white.
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Dreamliner plunges...

As rescuers struggled to find survivers in the
charred wreckage and pull out the (njured, many
of them with grievows burns, officials tried to
assess the magnitude of the losses Unofficial
reports said chances of survival of those on boand
were remote and up to 25 people in the medical
complex could also have died.

The plane carried 217 adults, 1 children and 2
newbornsd6# Indians, 53 British, | Canadian and 7
Portugnese nationals were on board. The ather 12

Slams into
medical hostel

3

1 of 242 aboard | One flyer | Many medicos
feared dead survives perish

‘24

Melvyn Thomas
AHMEDABAD

An Ahmedabad-London Air
Indiz Boeing 787 Dreamliner
(A7) plane carrying 242 pas-
sengers and crew crashed into
the BJ Medical College UG
hostel mess in Meghani Nagar
almost immediately after wle-
oft on Thursday, possibly kill-
ing all on board. It also killed
an undetermined number of
people in the college hostel just
off the perimeter of the air-
field.

1t s possibly the worst air
tragedies and triggered an fm-
mediate and frantic emerg-
ency response. There was no
official count of those killed
even hours after the crash
whichtwrnedthe plane, carry-
ing a full load of fuel for its
long-hauwl flight, into a ball of
fire, as it exploded when it
crashed Pieces of the sircraft

bedy and fuselage and tyres
were strewn all over the area
when fire services reached.

Theaireraft issued s Mayday
call, a signal that the aircraft
was n distress, immediately
after ke off at .38 pm and
thereafter there was no com-
munication. It had managed to
climb harely 800 feet whenit
began losing altitude. At that
height the Boelng which was
eleven vears old, was visible till
it dropped . It quickly lost alti-
tide, skimmed into the trees
outside the airport and
crashed into the building
where junior doctors and
nurseswere partkking hinchin
the mess. Thick black smoke
billowed out and was visible
for miles as people rushed to
thespothearing the explosion.
It was just a couple of minutes
after take-off,

} Contdon | nation

were two pilots and 10 crew members.

Visuals from the wreckage area showed bodies
heing pulled out and the injured, many with
burns, wheeled into the city civil hospital close by

Evewitnesses in Ahmedabad said the bloze was
50 Intense that it led to several multi-storey build-
ings being burnt, trees singed and cars torched.
One image showed the tail of the plane crashing
through the top floor of a building, the dining area
of the hostel of nurses and doctors.

Elsewhere oo, there were scenes of complete
devastation with mangled metal of the wreckage,
snarls of tangled wire and smoke rising from
hurning em bers.

The incident’s gravity prompted an immediate
high-level government response. Prime Minister
MNarendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit
Shah were apprised of the situstion, with Shah
heading to Ahmedabad o review and oversee res-
cue and relief operations.

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel
immedistely swung into action, contacting Chief
Secretary Pankaj Joshl and other senior officials.
He issued urgent instructions for “war footing”
rescue and relief efforts, prieritizing Immediate
treatment for the injured passengers, The Chief
Minister directed the arrangement of & green cor-
ridor to facilitate swift transportation of the
injured to hospitals and to ensure all necessary
medical arrangements were made on priority.
Home Minister Amit Shah further bolstered the
response, assuring Chief Minister Patel of full sup-
port from NDRF (National Disaster Response
Force) teams and the Central Government.
Following this, Health Minister Hrishilesh Patel
and Minister of State for Home Harsh Sanghvi
rushed o the Civil Hospital to oversee the care of
the injured

Aijrport operations in Ahmedabad were tem-
porarily suspended and resumed towards the
evening

This is the first crash involving the Boeing
Dreamliner, feted for its advanced feamres. It is
also Indin's second biggest alr disaster since 2020
when an Air India Express flight skidded off a wet
runway while landing ar Kozhikede in Kerala and
split nto two
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| OUR TAKE ]

Lessons from the
Air India crash

The immediate focus needs to be on the probe
into the disaster. The Centre must look closely
at safety protocols and plug gaps, il any

ndia is mourning the lives lost in Ahmedabad on

Thursday, when an Air India Boeing Dreamliner

from the city bound for London crashed into the

BG Medical College hostel, 33 seconds after take-
off. Of the 242 people on board — 230 passengers,
including the former chief minister of Gujarat Vijay
Rupani, and 12 crew members — just one person, a
British citizen of Indian origin, survived. The survivor,
Viswash Kumar Ramesh, however, lost his sibling,
who was travelling in the same flight. Other casualties
include medical students taking lunch at the hostel
mess hall, and atleast one person from the locality,
when the aircraft turned into a fireball that charred the
surroundings,

Just as we try to come to terms with the loss of so
many lives, a slew of questions await answers. The
Ahmedabad crash is the nation’s worst air tragedy
since the 1996 mid-air crash over Charkhi-Dadriin
Haryana that killed 349 people. On the top of
everyone's mind is how the Dreamliner, which had no
record of fatal accidents until Thursday, crashed
immediately after take-off. Was dual-engine failure the
cause? Did the control system fail? Was there a bird
hit? Was the fuel contaminated? Or, were there other
concerns? All these will be answered only aftera
thorough probe. To be sure, such a painstaking process
will tnke time. Until then, it is bestnot to jump to
conclusions, or pin blame on the airline company, the
pilots, or the maker of the aircraft. Boeing.
Investigation will be a challenge since the aircraft had
crashed inan urban space and hundreds of persons
gathered at the site before it could be secured by the
authorities. A thorough sweep of the site is necessary
not just to recover evidence thatmay help in
discovering the cause of the crash, but also establishing
the identity of the dead.

The Al-171 crash is also an occasion to closely
consider all concerns regarding airline safety. Flying
has become safer over time, but an accidentof this
scale is bound to casta shadow over the sector, which
has been expanding at great speed in India. The
expansion of the middle-class, risein disposable
incomes, and professional exigencies have led toa
spike in the demand for air travel. New airports have
been built and existing ones expanded to meet the
demand. Airline companies — Indian and foreign —
too have cashed in on the rush and have included new
destinations in theiritineraries and expanded the

number of flights: Between 2019 and 2024, the number
of domestic routes rose from 646 to 823. In the same
period, domestic air passenger numbers grew from
137.6 million in 2019 to 228 million in 2024. However, it
has been a hard task to meet the sector’s need for
quality personnel — pilots to ground staff including
maintenance engineers — with reports flagzing a
decline in pilot training and so on. These concerns and
fears — some of them exaggerated — will have to be
considered and addressed toreassure fliers that safety
isnever compromised.

Indian aviaton has been a great story of economic
liberalisation — the country is now the world's third
largest aviation market. The Centre intends to turn
Indiainto an aviaton hub and compete with the likes
of Dubai and Singapore. Passenger satisfaction and
trust is crucial to realising this ambition: The Al-171
crash may cast a shadow over such prospects. Which is
why the government should doits best to establish the
cause of the crash, pin responsibility, penalise the
guilty, and undertake necessary remedial measures.
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The length and breadth of
plane crash investigations
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In six of India’s deadliest air disasters,
investigators pinpointed human error

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: India has witnessed
several major air disasters over
the years, many of which have
resulted in loss of life and trig-
gered important safety reviews.
Most investigations into these
accidents have pointed to a com-
bination of human error, non-
compliance with procedures,
and in some cases, systemic fail-
ings in aviation oversight.

On August 7, 2020, Air India
Express Flight 1344 from Dubai
to Kozhikode skidded off the
runway and plunged into a val-
ley while attempting to land in
heavy rain. The Boeing 737-800
aircraft was carrying over 180
passengers and crew, of whom
21 lost their lives.

According to the final report
by the Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AAIB), the crash
occurred due to non-adherence
to standard operating proce-
dures by the pilots, particularly a
delayed decision to initiate a
go-around. The report also
pointed to underlying systemic
failures as a contributing factor.

Officials stand near the debris of an Air India Express flight that

skidded off a runway while landing in Kerala in 2020. AP

Another major tragedy
occurred on May 22, 2010, when
Air India Express Flight 812
overshot the runway while land-
ing at Mangalore. The aircraft
broke apart after falling into a
gorge, killing 158 people. The
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) concluded that the
captain ignored repeated warn-
ings from the first officer to initi-
ate a go-around and continued
with an unstabilised approach.

On July17, 2000, Alliance Air

Flight 7412 crashed during land-
ing in Patna. The Boeing 737-200
aircraft stalled on approach and
crashed into a residential area,
killing over 60 people. Investiga-
tors found that the pilots lost
control of the aircraft due toa
failure to recover from an
impending stall and poor execu-
tion of go-around procedures.
Indian Airlines Flight 605
crashed on February 14, 1990,
during its approach to Banga-
lore. The Airbus A320 hit a golf

course short of the runway, kill-
ing 92 people. The DGCA attrib-
uted the crash to pilot error,
including an incorrect descent
path and a failure to recognize
and correct the situation in time.
On April 26,1993, Indian Air-
lines Flight 491 crashed shortly
after take-off from Aurangabad.
The Boeing 737-200 collided
with a truck and power lines,
resulting in 55 deaths. Probe
found captain misjudged the
takeoff and that inadequate air-
port security and infrastructure
played a role in the crash.
India’s worst aviation disaster
remains the Charkhi Dadri mid-
air collision on November 12,
1996, in which 349 people were
killed. A Saudi Arabian Boeing
747 and a Kazakhstan Airlines
Ilyushin I1-76 collided mid-air
near Charkhi Dadri in Haryana.
Investigators determined that
the Kazakh crew failed to main-
tain the correct alttude and that
poor English communication
contributed to the accident. This
incident led to sweeping changes
in Indian airspace, including the
mandatory use of airborne colli-
sion avoidance systems (ACAS).
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{ INTERVIEW } GRAHAM BRAITHWAITE, DIRECTOR OF AEROSPACE AND AVIATION AT CRANFIELD UNIVERSITY

‘No credible evidence yet that crash
caused by aircraft or engineering issue’

ollowing the Air India flight
171's crash that claimed the
lives of 241 people onboard,
concerns have been raised
about the safety of Boeing's
Dreamliner jets, The development
comes after multiple whistleblow-
ers warned of manufacturing
defects in the 737 MAX aircraft
introduced in 201L
However, Professor Graham
Braithwaite, director of aerospace
and aviation at Cranfield Univer-
sity, UK, and one of the world'’s
leading experts on aviation safety
and accidents, told HT's Swapnil
Ghose that there was no indica-
tionas of yet of such issues playing
a part in Thursday’s accident.
Edited excerpts from the inter-
view:

In 2018-19, there were two
crashes of the 737 MAX air-
liner, after which Boeing
faced a lot of controversy
and blowback. Since then, do
you think Boeing has taken
any positive steps towards
improving its safety proto-
cols and oversight mecha-
nisms?

Alot has happened within Boe-
ing since that point. Now, it would
never claim — and [ don't think
anyone in aviation would claim —
to have achieved perfection. There
will be problems and we've seen
some problems around produc-
tion quality. The high profile event
involving Alaska Airlines (in Janu-
ary 2024 when a door blew off

midHlight) was an example of that.
There have also been some
issues around production quality
with the 787 fleet. However, there's
no suggestion and I've seen no
credible evidence yet to suggest
that what happened on Thursday
is linked to an aircraft production
issue or an engineering issue. But,
it will be one of the things that
investigators will look at, the same
as they'll look at things to do with
the operation of the aircraft.
Within Boeing, they will be
incredibly sad at what happened.
Nobody wishes to make aircraft
that are unsafe. You could see that
the share market gave them a pun-
ishingon Thursday. And it'stobe
expected until we get to a point
where we've got some confirma-
tion as to what the cause was.

Could you give more details
on the kind of transforma-
tion that you're talking
about? What are the steps
that they've taken?

[ think they've changed a num-
ber of things that put safety back
into the heart of the organisation.
Some of the accusations [against
Boeing] were that economic prior-
ities had perhaps become inappro-
priate or misplaced at an earlier
period. Making sure that good
engineering judgment and a
“safety first” culture is in place is
part of that.

Asamanufacturer, you will be
getting feedback from all your cus-
tomers aboutyour products. You'll
be getting inputs from the regula-
tor and because of the accidents
they have had, they are under a
huge amount of scrutiny from the
regulator in the US.

For the travelling public, you
would hope increased scrutiny
either ratchets up the pressure to
ensure high quality or it at least
gives you the comfort that people
are looking very carefully at the
organisation.

There was a perception that
safety at Boeing was taking a
backseat to certain eco-
nomic incentives and to rec-
tify that, they changed the
leadership and so on. Can
you shed any light on why
this initial change of culture
happened at Boeing? Were
they were prioritising eco-
nomic incentives over the
safety factor?

[ don’t think it was a wilful
choice. 1 don't think anybody
chose to not be safe. But, [ think

one of the things about safety is
thatit's invisible until it zoes bad.
In other words, you don't see good
safety because nothing happens.

We tend to measure salety in
the things that go wrong. There'sa
statistic from the International Air
Transport Association that says,
‘On average, you would have to
live on an aircraft for 300 years
before you are likely to be involved
in a fatal aircraft accident’ And
even then, you have a chance of
surviving.

But it's not that flying is a natu-
rally safe activity. We take people
up to a high speed, a great height
and close proximity to a very flam-
mable material. As we saw on
Thursday, when it goes wrong. it
can be merciless.

I know it was a huge shock o
many people at Boeing and there
was a really important correction
and change to bring it back to
what it should be. But it goes
beyond Boeing. The oversight
comes principally from Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) —
they have a really important role to
play as well. One of the things that
the MAX accident showed is that
there was probably a bit too much
reliance on Boeing having to
assess its own work, and that bal-
ance needed to change.

But, hindsight is a wonderful
thing. It's much easier to spot
these problems, unfortunately,
after the event. Hence, the reason
why [having an] open reporting
culture is so important.
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Time to reassess safety
priorities of airline sector

he Air India flight Al-171 tragedy has
reignited concerns around safety over-
sight, emergency handling and regula-
tory transparency in India’s aviation
sector, While investigations are ongoing, early
observations provide insights that merit the
attention of industry and policymakers.
Video footage showed a plume of dust
kicked up as the aircraft became airborne, an
unusual sight during normal take-off. The sole
survivor says he heard a loud bang, raising the
possibility of an engine malfunction. In a nor-
mal situation, the aircraft would have taken a
lotless mnway length to get airborne using the
powerful GE Trentengines. The stress on the
crew to manage an emergency during a crit-
cal phase of flight would have increased con-
siderably.
Another concern is that the landing gear

remained extended during the climb. Leaving
the gear down significantly reduces climb per-
formance, especially critical if thruost is com-
promised. Whether this was due toworkload
saturation, distraction, or checklist

DELHT

India over the last five years, the tragic Air
India Express crash at Kozhikode in August
2020, which claimed 21 lives, tells a different
story— one that can't be buried under statisti-
cal oversight This raises concerns about safety
data accurately reflecting operational realities.
The absence of such a significant accident
from India's safety narrative is troubling. It
suggests that a focus on meeting numerical
targets may obscure critical lessons. Although
India claims Level 4 implementation of its

State Safety Programme (SSP), its

omission remains to be seen. But, it S5P Foundation value remains unre-
illustrates how a high-stress environ- ported. This gap, coupled with the
ment caninterfere with routine pro- lack of transparent debate or reform
cedures, even in a modern cockpit. after the Kozhikode crash, suggests
Itis essential to avoid speculation : that the mechanisms for identitying
and await official findings. Still, the Amit and mitigating risk may not be func-
pattern emerging here aligns with Sinah tioning asintended.
known risks: Multiple stressors ng India’s growth in aviation must be
occurring close together can over- ——————  matched with an equally strong com-
whelm human capacity and lead to mitment to a safety culture based on

omissions. This points to the importance of
robust emergency training and real-time sup-
port systems. While the latest ICAO State
Safety Briefing claims zero fatal accidents in

openness, acoountability, and learning, Select-
ive reporting or focusing only on positive indi-
cators risks fostering a false sense of security.

The Al-171 incident isa reminder that avia-

14 JUNE 2025

tion safety extends beyond infrastructure and
certification. It is about the readiness of sys-
tems and people to respond when things don't
go as planned. For airlines and regulators, this
is an opportunity to revisit crew resource man-
agement protocols, scenario-based training,
and post-incident learning frameworks.

India has substantially improved its safety
oversight systems over the years, as reflected
in ICAO's effective implementation score.
However, sustained progress depends not only
on audits and metrics but on acknowledging
gaps and acting on them without delay. Fora
nation with global aviation aspirations, the
foundation must be built on more than com-
pliance — it must rest on trust, accuracy, and
continuous learning, As the Al-171 investiga-
tion proceeds, the focus must remain on iden-
tifying lessons and ensuring they lead to mean-
ingful change. Only then can we say that safety
is not just promised — but truly practised.

Amit Singh has been associated with the avia-
tion industry for over three decades and is
trustee of Safety Matters Foundation, an NGO.
The views expressed are personal
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16 long-haul Air India
flights diverted as
[ranian airspace shut

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

As many as 16 long-haul
and ultra long-haul Air In-
dia flights were diverted on
Friday, following Israel’s at-
tack on Iran and the subse-
quent closure of Iranian
airspace.

In a travel advisory, the
airline said that alternate
arrangements were being
made to fly passengers to
their destinations.

“Due to the emerging
situation in Iran, the subse-
quent closure of its air-
space and in view of the sa-
fety of our passengers,
some of the Air India
flights are either being di-
verted or are returning to
their origin,” Air India said.

Diversions and returns

Air flight AI-130, heading
from London to Mumbali,
and AI-106, flying from Ne-
wark to New Delhi, were
both diverted to Vienna;
Al-102, scheduled to fly
from New York to New Del-
hi, was diverted to Sharjah;
and AI-116, flying from New
York to Mumbai, was taken

| e — |
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Passengers at the Air India
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ticket counter in Delhi after
flights got delayed. REUTERS

to Jeddah. The airline ad-
ded that flight AI-2018,
from London to New Del-
hi, was diverted to Mum-
bai, while AI-129, flying
from Mumbai to London,
and AI-119, flying from
Mumbai to New York, re-
turned to Mumbai.

AI-103, heading from
New Delhi to Washington,
returned to New Delhi.

In a social media post on
X, IndiGo said that due to
airspace closures over Iran
and nearby regions, some
routes may be impacted
and cause longer travel
times or cancellations.

14 JUNE Z0Z%
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Air India’s Dreamliner fleet to
undergo enhanced safety checks

A day after crash, the DGCA issues new inspection guidelines for the Boeing 787-8 and 787-9 Dreamliner fleet powered by
GEnx engines; they include pre-flight checks, inspections in transit, power assurance checks, and review of repetitive snags

Sandeep Phukan

NEW DELHI
day after Air India
A flight AI-171 crashed

shortly after take-
off from the Ahmedabad
airport, India’s aviation sa-
fety regulator, the Directo-
rate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), issued fresh
inspection guidelines for
the airline’s Boeing 787
Dreamliner fleet, which is
powered by GEnx engines.
These new guidelines will
be mandatory from June
15.

The GEnx engine’s ma-
nufacturer, GE Aerospace,
said that safety is a top
priority. In a statement,
the company said it sup-
ported the actions “taken
by the Indian Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
for enhanced safety in-
spections of the Air India
787-8/9 fleet”.

“We are committed to
providing all technical sup-
port necessary to under-
stand the cause of this acci-
dent,” a GE Aerospace
spokesperson said.

The enhanced DGCA in-
spection includes pre-flight
checks, inspections in tran-
sit, power  assurance

checks, and a review of re-
petitive snags. These ac-
tions should all be carried
out in coordination with
the DGCA regional offices
concerned, it said, adding
that a report on these in-
spections must “be submit-
ted to the DGCA for
review”,

Air India’s 26 Boeing
787-8s and seven Boeing
787-9s must all undergo a
one-time check before the
departure of a flight from

India, with effect from June
15.

This includes an inspec-
tion of fuel parameter
monitoring and associated
system checks, inspection
of the cabin air compres-
sor and associated sys-
tems, an electronic engine
control system test, an en-
gine fuel-driven actuator-
operational test and oil sys-
tem check, a serviceability
check of the hydraulic sys-
tem, and a review of take-

off parameters.

The regulator added
that a flight control inspec-
tion must be introduced in
transit, until further not-
ice, while power assurance
checks must be carried out
within two weeks.

The DGCA also directed
a “closure of maintenance
actions based upon the re-
view of repetitive snags
during the last 15 days on
B787-8/9 aircraft at the ear-
liest.”

Modi pays
tribute to
Vijay Rupani,
visits family

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday met with
the family of former Guja-
rat Chief Minister Vijay Ru-
pani, who was among
those killed in the crash of
Air India flight AI-171 in
Ahmedabad.

Posting on X, Mr. Modi
paid tribute to his de-
ceased party colleague, de-
scribing him as a humble
and hardworking indivi-
dual.

“Met the family of Shri
Vijaybhai Rupani Ji. It is un-
imaginable that Vijaybhai
is not in our midst. I've
known him for decades.
We worked together,
shoulder to shoulder, in-
cluding during some of the
most challenging times. Vi-
jaybhai was humble and
hardworking, firmly com-
mitted to the Party’s ideol-
oov” Mr Modi wrote.
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DGCA orders Al to check its
Boeing 787s with GE engines

Air India told to inspect fuel parameter monitor, cabin air compressor and associated systems

daanish anand@livermint com

ndia’s civil aviition regulator, the

Directorte General of Civil Aviation

(DGCA), has ordered Air India o

carry out additional maintenance

acthis on it et of Boelng 7R7-8/0
aireraft eouipped with Generad Electric's
GEnx engines with immediate offect.
The order comes a day after the tragic
crash of Air India fight AL- 171 inwhich
235 prople lost theirlives.

The DGCA ordered Air India tocon-
it aome-time check before the depar-
ture of all flights from India from the
muicdmight on L3 June. The Tata Group-
owned airline has been ordered to
inspect the luel parameter monitor,
cahin air compressor, and associated
systems, Adr India must also conduct
checksof the electronic engine control
syt and the ofl syem, anda servioe-
ahility check of the hydraulic system,

The DHGCA abso safel thet Mlighit control
inspections must be inchoded nall tran
sit checks until further notice. Under
this inspection, the arline will have to
check for damage, wear, and proper
functionality of components such as
aflerons, elevators, ruddersand others.

The regulatorasked Air India
[0 CrTy Oul power assurance
checks an its Dreamliners

|
A wideo grab shared by the PMO captures Prime Minister Marendra Mod|'s visit to
the site of Air India plane crash in Ahmedabad on Friday. P

Inaviation inaneeand regulitory servi-
oes “Thisisthe first step DGCA s taking
o try torule outall the possible causes of
this accident,” Sarin added
The Alrcraft Accident Investigation
Bureau recovered the rear black
box in Might AI-I71 from a
roaftop of B Medical Col-

within twoweeks toverify 15 lege on Friday. The black
the engines' ability to pro- JuﬂE b i thve front is yet (ol
duce the required output The date from found. Black boxes con-
for Nying. Arrlndia hasio which Al will do taiin voboe necondings and

submit a closure report of
maintenance actions based
onareview of repetitive snags
in Boeing 787-8/9 aircrafl in the
past 15 daysat the earliest

“All this means is that DGCA s look-
ing closely; it isonly a preventive meas-
wre,” sabd Nitin Sarin, managing partner
at Sarin & Co, a law firm that specialises

one-time checks /

flight data that can help
ascertain thecause ol crash.
Rewtersreported kate on Fri-
day, citing a source with direct
kmowledge afthe matter, that Air India
and the povermment were looking at
several aspects including issues finked
1o bts engdne thrast, Daps, and why the
landinggear remained open. A possible

bird-hit i not among the key areas of

focus and anti-terror experts were part

ol the investigation, the report said,
Captain Kishore Chinta, a pilot with

an Indian airline, wold Mint, "There

could definitely have been some

sigmificant snag in the engine,

which either caused the

throttle to come back,

which prompted the

three months of 2004,

According to Boeing disclosures, the
company started making the plane that
crashed on Thursday in 2009, afler
receiving an order from Ethiopian Air-
linves, Construsction beggan in 2000 af the
Boeing factory in Everett, Washington
stale, However, lor reasons not Knowr,
it handed the VT-ANE registration
787-8 model to Air India on 31 January
2004 Air lnclia VT -ANB's first Might was
on 8 Febsruary 2014, and in the last 11
vearsit has clocked 39,450 Might hours,
according to the Aviation Week Net-
woirk Fleet Discovery database

Theaircraft hasbeenserviced multi-
plie times in thee last decade, Five vears
ago, inJune 2020, abolt was found o be
nnissing betwesen the wing and fuselage.
Thisdetection prevented an accident,

Accurding to Boving disclosures, in
2005, anair compressor Rilure caused
sinike in the cabiing, prompting the ale-
craft to be diverted to Kolkata for an
emergency landing.

In March 2004, the aircraft required
an inspection of the engine mounts of
pylons. Five months later, there were
reporied incidents of cracked wind-
shields. In late 2009, the Might was
pulled out of service. During this time,

the plane was adorned with a
special 150 Yearsol Celebrai-
ing the Mahatma' stickerto
mark Mahatma Gandhi's

150¢h birth anniversary,

muavday eall. T have full The number of Mails sent to Boeing
faith in Air India's ongi- black boxes J/ rematned unanswered at
necring [team]. Noairline recovered by AMB /'  the time of publishing,

will let any aircraft goupin
the airwithou properminte-
mance.”
TRTs ‘anxions” delivery history
On Thursday, American nigaeine
Prospect reported that a few Boeing
employees were “anxious™ about three
TR7-Bsdelivered to Air Indiain the first

Boving president and

CEO Kelly Ortberg said in a
statement an Thursday, “1 have
spoken with Air India Chairman N,
Chandrasekaran to offer our full sup-
paort,anida Boeing team stands ready to
support the investigation led by India's
Adrcraft Accident Investigation Bureaun.”
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DGCA orders enhanced inspection of
Air Indias boeing 767 Dreamliner fleet

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Aviation
watchdog DGCA on Fri-
day ordered enhanced
safety inspection of Air
Indias Boeing 787 Dream-
liner fleet powered by GEnx
engines, a day after 241
people onboard died in the
plane crash in Ahmedabad.

The enhanced DGCA
inspection will include
checks of various systems
and a review of take-off
parameters of the Boeing 787

Dreamliner aircraft of Air
India, owned by Tata Group.

Air Indias fleet includes
26 Boeing 787-8 aircraft
and 7 Boeing 787-9 planes.

Meanwhile, US aircraft
engine maker GE Aerospace,
in a statement, said it contin-
ues to work closely with the
appropriate regulatory and
investigative agencies.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
directed Air India to carry
out additional maintenance
actions Continued an P4

14 JUNE 2025

DGCA orders

on its Boeing 787-8 and 787-9
planes equipped with Genx
engines with immediate effect.

These actions will be car-
ried out in coordination with the
DGCA regional offices concerned.

Air Indias Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner aircraft, operating a
flight from Ahmedabad to Lon-
don Gatwick, crashed soon after
the take-off on Thursday after-
noon. Out of the 242 people on
board the plane, only one person
survived.

With effect from January 15,
the regulator has ordered various
one-time checks of the Boeing
787 planes, including inspection
of fuel parameter monitoring and
associated system checks.

Inspection of cabin air com-
pressor and associated systems,
electronic engine control system
test, engine fuel driven actuator-
operational test, and oil system

checks have also been ordered.

Besides, DGCA has directed to
carry out a serviceability check of
the hydraulic system and review
of take-off parameters.

According to an order issued
by the watchdog, flight control
inspection has to be introduced
in transit inspection till further
notice, apart from having power
assurance checks within two
weeks.

Also, DGCA has said there
should be “closure of maintenance
actions based upon the review of
repetitive snags during the last 15
days on B787-8/9 aircraft at the
earliest”. Reports of these checks
have to be submitted to the regu-
lator for review.

The London Gatwick-bound
Boeing 787 aircraft that crashed
on Thursday was powered by
GEnx engines. GEnx engines are
made by GE Aerospace.

On Thursday, GE Aerospace
said it is prepared to support Air
India and the investigation into
the plane crash in Ahmedabad.



e | o

I EGIEACRE IR SRl DG il

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVEHARAT

TIMES

DELHI

14 JUNE 2025

wm@a@@q@rméméﬁﬂéeﬂmw

AI-171 & 9 B &g AAIB 3 6 B

FidIae RETET § T G Bew & el SIew, UI Sear
3T g SAre yoival B 37 B YUY o] aaie aedr

Maneesh Aggarealdiimescindia cam

B 7= ferdl: sFAEEE | T5F WA &
S0 HEE H ﬂﬁQT-ITEﬁT-!TEI-T"mEE
um:qm:fa:rmarrwwz
T i (AAIR) S TEIFE W
AT TR M AR A A TS E W
WM T4 H W\ TS S
S U 97 A" H e i
T F W WS R R
T w5 SEW H T o e e
T 99E = (CVR ) &5 w5
=z vAREZ 27 F=iE (SSFDR) ¥
W WEHH HF TEU WEA W W OE

T U 9 9w N A W R
WWTFWWFHH
FH W 6, R TR 0 T
MO F AR AT W IEA F
e, S 2 W 7 g s 0
A & Y ST 5 | 92 m
7 | T, e Al W
WHE AR U A 3 &6 306 A0
T, THHE £F 9§ W W 9 T
71 7 T & T A
W UHA ¥ FET FE TEEE §E
TATE ST | A O A
T = vF T 90 P, 9 T 9
0 W W F 2 79 e A w0
ST TR R

i A F T T S TR 6 8§ ot 9 §F 0 & N o Rets
o T | T SR T S i W -5 SR R T 9 e S

T o T T o T S R W B-U T e

. ot o e o w81 | e sftsmi = 99 B 56 o & et R
W AR A S O] sed W o A R o @ o 2

P B I H &
el ot HH URR

TR e 3 79 7 =-23 9 T
H 1 ORIEE o S & i 5ae
T8 Al o ?ﬂ?ﬁ':l"n:mil-lfqru'_rl

Tl e T8 Il | i

W T 3 796 9E A fied |

T, T S A O T E-T
TR AW T & A A
TE W1 IHEl Aged e foaR g
T8 # | Tl U T ol T o1 6

oA T T84 & fom o T B
et | ol e died off W T &




NAVEHARAT TIMES

DELHI

Mane#ah A ggarsahEimesalindis com

m E e e o T 5 W JEa
& W 757-8 EEATH 93 W FOW A9 994 |
ﬂﬁﬂmﬂﬁuﬂw?ﬁw?wm
TR T 2F W% TR U a6 S0 T 9
TIH A S S A | T (A, TR o TEE
i W WL § W B # | T S e e
Fore 78 = A T |

FEn F o e A (NR) 590 O
_ITI_ITTHT :Fﬁ'ﬂ'm‘mi‘lﬂﬂﬁﬁ:‘-ﬂ?ﬂ
= H TN F 7 A T A mwa’mﬁrﬁw
TR7-8/9 T T FEEE F | T 0 T S
F R T S & AT e San T 5
S I WE H Wi EMe 3 949 996 |9
== | T TOETE T T T, e T
FH, TS §A wgw, $9 e S,
ﬂflﬁﬁil:-"l:[ ﬁ?ﬁgﬁl’:ﬁnnﬂﬂmqﬂnﬁ
TAM ITE0 i T H A | TS 9E W4 £
i T = g 9w wn) T T
Fo-F A5 T 5 S e S e S
T W PO NS S WA == R

27 BHETE IR Al B AR H

T Sy HRY B R @ 93 o Tae o9
EPETE B TS T P HId © 51 Jael ©
o 3 o Ja A o & s v Em
¥ 43 3 miE W 34 S # s 5 W
T i O T "‘W"’-‘Hm
?ﬁqlﬁfﬁﬂﬁ?'r.}ﬁ??ﬁéﬂﬁlﬁmﬁ?ﬁ

ﬂ,ﬁmﬁaﬁmm%ﬂ?ﬂﬂhﬁﬁw

1100 THATER IS E

T A T T T | 100 H HiUS FeeeE
ol THeeE & %8 3 T g o o 95 et
TR 1 o i W o T e §, o

O WG S & MR AR T | S T

ol WHORH & TH 3 gHAcgT A & | §Hoy
el TH ga & & (o Ao e E |

PEr——
mmmm

T"r'l T

lﬂmﬁmm'—ufafn
m-ﬂ g——
el Thed B & ==
O U S G -:-_'.".'".'15.-...
IR FAA ETOPS (77 foagees)

ETOPS: 7 511 1 | 787 WibQwmrE giior]

[ G e e T

w2

& o FiA o as, S e
i o o A

i | AT B R

F - 3 32 iz 7 OFa Fe
F’F ﬂ'ﬁﬂ;‘ﬂ_rlal —#*Lg-_jrn - Bl T @ Hed A
T4 W i Aol 91 Foll
g gt et

Wl TE g
'.‘El—.'na?rm:-n—-'r

W fAa=aw uifSso

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

14 JUNE 2025

ST I TRIRT IGT

Phoiog: FTHAFP

| ST 39 fau=r 7 12 |

al:ﬂﬁmﬂ%wﬁnmﬂ
T AR ilﬁr"h“lv' 787-8 WA
o 7F S50 T9F U2 T TEA W
= W| TH A T4 7700 |
i 97 2% =i )
= 5 7 = I 9 T BE-
T T S A 5
i o w TH w38 T
& wifET T T AW
&% 3% F94 71 50 S ° W
7
a-THTT'UFl‘H??F-TF'H
wqm.mwmmm
HEEH W3 H
TR T T Eﬂﬁ
TARWATH  fogiad
T | 50 TEE 6
W TEHE Wi ::r“?ﬁgm
T 77 W 4168
e H witE ST 7 W04 340 WY
T Wi O IS 58 | BT A
T 641 W == W [EW wiEA
U TS UE = £ S 9
1 20 HEE | F9 T T A TH
4 v T i R e

R RIS T

EESAC LR FE i o
A Fedl 3] FaIserS o
w1 = T

| 50 wa%wﬁefragm

FAUN A T A I
Wﬁﬁi‘lﬁrﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂ'ﬂl

A= e A O TEE

Fa-Td 87 om0 3 Sah)
A T | = A T N
W e S S

.#mﬂmﬂﬁhﬂmhmmm

wit o, spdyed el AR w0 S wEm @

A T T e Tl e v, i, et |
H T W 1] el 9ol #18t oot Hepel |

T e T Fm Eefrefes o
AR e I e

| T e & A F U
T SR S T Hoeiet 1
WA Gl | S A TP W Fafim
= i o el TEM & 2 g
o7 T £ gadie et 3 TEiel

ELCEinn Ty onen & | gE e e
el AR R ot 4 Hug e 3R
21 ToeeE vazo Pt B TE-TRGOIC S e 8 |



e | o

RGP B SRR UCE a4

AIRPORISAUTHORILY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVEHARAT TIMES

DELHI

14 JUNE 2025

13+ FeATZH A, IR
firg-weR o oot At

é‘{ﬁﬁ:ﬂéﬂi 30+ sa'—‘rmaﬁlsmmm

B T e, 1G] e

9 W TR F I T TR
¥ 3 1G] STV TER T
T (DIAL) T & s, 30 3 =
mm-mmmﬂmmirun
e TET ( FEnre o ammeae ) W e
T EET W o BT T U

ol 4 T5F A F 1 9 W E
Ay el A e TEn w, v T
B = e oF T ST e
O, =R, Fv W oadn G
3 W # mred fm ) v S
A = T8 v B e Ser T
%mmm#ﬂmﬁﬁﬁsm
TET | EEA W TE wemee o B wie
DIAL 3 Ty fifEm o i &
5TH, T 4N AE9E F i R e
TS § AE e w T 8 ey
T AT 9E 2 T e sl ofEd A 4
AW TEA F AT A A
Emtirm e A T e O,
Peeelt #ied ain A-frggfem % ARl 9
B | e 5 e e i e ke sl
f-freafem = e e B mmiR W
o = B, oo fom Sfte, el o e
T TEE = 3 A e m

Al mage

m =i A et vROTE Bl
-a{qﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁumm

w Hpaz A Pl oy T

m firsm 4 fieelt: oR Emad

m &g (g @ Reeh: favn et
m Fiftrres | Rt e el
m #e A et o 2l

feeett & IoF R Al 9
Terged, oM W 3R e

= e @ v v R el
m =i o Tt v frem 2ead
m T T ese: el R



e | o
W faA=gw= Wi

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

RAJASTHAN PATHRIEKA DELHI 14 JUNE 2025

-

s 8
ﬁqﬂm%ﬁmﬂmﬁ@am%mmw

O st s wmeE ) P T & P IS A

patnka.com "
TR &l Wi 8rft F1ie R w e R e e
A8 TEe I'fmﬂ ?17'11 + R & &1 e E2el)| B EIHiles MEREEE Bad i

A e s sgl o Bl & aw o aee e e aﬂaﬁemﬁmuﬁ @A 1 fre S A W
(raelt) 2t U weR o Sewe, R ea IS, T iR R AR R 7 S B, Saie e
A 2 T B AR B 2F-E  AWE 1 & 600 & AR 1 Sueky anEi B dftam e A g e e =

& A8 Tee e fiee f g @ i ae Rseio @ g S & TE ¥ A REE a0 o A

U3 § FEd % e el SR O S ) e s s | e B & e 3 o A, 3 0 R A 1 g 2022
e & o =% o gl AN S @ e o S @ et I T B5YE, USE T A8 ¥ 189 T @
ﬂﬂﬂE’ﬂlﬁWWﬂm% Bl @1 TR O & e & o o @l e IMFFTRENE  dERgTRE S
oY B 3 U & mm ﬁ:{ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂ elafiem & s e wgEeE ) SEE @
W R ﬁa;tﬁm%ﬂﬁﬁ qaméﬁmﬁgﬁmawm i . Bt 21 ool 120 e a e P Ru 4
i il EATE O s A0 ") r - Z B b

i‘“s,fqﬂ?mariq%mﬁﬁuﬁa . Rl (Eropdiam) g @) sl R ﬁmmmmﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁ'?ﬁ mm%%ﬁlﬁﬂmﬂ
e ¥ e s A CTR A 0 S, T, S, S H T, - EFEH & A1S T [ & A (R 3 e
o T W B | = A e, @i, g6 m e Sl e =y T A TG an 4 79 e ER v 3R mEE D g i el a SdwgTeE A am § i
STt 3 -l A T e B e A e e O € B 256 ) o 35 o o el RO B R B o e 1 et e s A e
fF emh ® W % fow wm o B ¥ 81 e B Rl (VESaN) i aw ol ) i o) Ao 21 e o S T o SiferrR T T F g & | T A 6 A
TO 3T ) e | i, Bt 8 Sl A S AE SR AW A 3 & arg o 4 WA 5 9 10 dE & g o ffireet Srebeeaem s o we




e | o

Head fAa=gas uifSsyon

AIRPORTSAUTHORILY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

RASHTRIYA SAHARA

DELHI

14 JUNE 2025

43 o Soh ot aeen i

N DGCA%E’Q@@QII%#WW@ 1 ST W 265 911 1 GReHIeH

B 265 3 #am o e A
# o=

m v % yEE At
waEE Fir, wRaE @ e
3 ¢ gieae dum

SEHETETE (W) | S
A AT W O3H A WA
TEEimER. # U i W e
TEEATE 3 911 T gHeA | B
ﬁwmﬁﬂﬁmﬂﬁﬂmﬁﬂm
TH | W] A A B e
vt A i gewm = | e s |

“ﬁmﬁﬁ_ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁlqﬁj FET
T gFAR T I I8 T
5 2 ™| gesEr 8

BRH & A 265 FE 5] UEEHES &
T oW T T R e

Nm"erﬁaa?ﬁwﬁmmmmﬁmﬁm

2 foeelt (wRuwE) | e s s S o @ e 3
TR 1 SR A gHe w5 2 ) A e e
7 T ) P gl e o (D A g R e e A
WA B %9 § SRAEE S a e A g8 0 S SeAst
FEEAH] S TR ST # Ty e S el I

T G ST St e & s § T R
F IR IR 171 F = A AR i m e
T A A A G | T U g S g 8, 5
=9 % 2 e 3w A T SR

#ﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁﬂﬂiﬁﬁ?

mmmﬁ{ﬂm}lhﬂﬁgﬁﬂ
Fi= = () 1 FAn F
w0 & tm i 5 Tioms
a7 787 FvenTw e W
T = 0 o ) e
=1 S50 @ 1, Wi Fe
T S 9 ¥ UF AT &
29 H T [ T SEeEEE
T = = T =R A I
¥ a0 9% § 93 dewa S
= FEEE W W gHeamEd #
T |

TEEN § TR §EE F 960 787
T T SO T e
TR I ST

0 T 3 o e
F7 2% Fi frma A o HiE ==
IS8 A 9 TFA W W 8
T T 5 9 T g W
T T E = T
T & 7o I e &
TN FE W T R S
T e g T SRR
T o T g W W S
mnmmmﬁmﬂm

72 He 4 o
9 =i DNA o

SpHEEs | B RS 8 T
o 5 & e e i =
qninn:m_fﬂmﬁirﬁjﬁﬁ
59 T9 F ST A A
o & T #1 T | drm
F =hm vfia 8 e == =
R Eﬁr ol ?ﬁmﬂ ?:
'HEFWET‘H‘?THHET
g §, T foe e e o
oA TR TR

TE WU AR e AR
T g SRR # T
= HiEE A T e
HiEwE Fied U | A T
3 A T ) T o
FRAE F 99 A 79 e
FFHT FaAl fAEEE ([FEE) &
= 3 wrw s st e s
% st % 79 92 51 =1
i Fm a3 0, o
o Wi = i e # ) wed o =
= o g AR



e | o
W faAr=aa= urfSrsvor

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

RASHTRIYA SAHARA DELHI 14 JUNE Z025

for™ e | ST Tia
arel 10 TR HERTE &

m i () o wa & foae & oaee S
Hm TS B (56) §E F
Wﬁ?ﬂm@nmgﬁm wm;aﬁqqfama:hapﬂﬁ

+ 9 § TR =9 9 F9 10 7R

i 15 1 - A A )

e * § 5 o o o

TR & TR-9EEE 6 S

T o & BEE W e ?ﬂfﬂm_qﬁm_?él'-n'-‘:ﬂﬂ
TEAER A e - Wﬁlﬁri‘:

FEETEAR TR 230 T 2 & T ENE
SRV MM L e A fct & e &
AT i T TEA W T # | ST =R A I
an 787 T e (oemhi7) = @ v TR 2 e e
AR OWER TOTYAE Y20 ST W A AW 9 3
FA TS S AR A R e O I WA iR
AR TFE e A s Y | T o0 91 05 5771 T e

AN B | U S A
= 78 THe ¥ 0 =i -
T e o W W 241 SR T
st T & 10 TR F TE AR &

T (23) 76 i o e T 3 T
i A | A 2 g e SR
Tihem SIS § R R |



AN
W faA=aa= uifsreswo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

RASHTRIYA SAHARA DELHI 14 JUNE Z025

3R S UE He1aT i Tehel
foA 0 e 3 : TR

W FE A =

% et |

T i W6 A
o EariE | ﬁmqmw

Eﬁ"ﬁmﬂﬂmmﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂf
e & R 39 T

=1 fien 30 # =i il 9 g
% i S FROT 1 A A FE AN
AR R AR AT S
T 29 = i i = fasam
TTH TH = W = ) TEE A

T = A= o ol

e Aty W & A O R A=
m At st 51 RARSIR =@ e =R
%4 ¥ frd we s gmdedieh U A 5 F AT
T T W F R T

iemm  UHEIEEE F7 | T8 U = =
AF T AR S FHeH aEE T AR s oe T

A A § e &
m"l"“’ﬁ'ﬁmwﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬁ
Eﬁﬂmmuﬁwaﬁﬂm
NS = SR TS M | e
™ A FErE = A 9 I R
TeA TN F1 TS w0 Ew

A T FE T I § I
TVE T T W g w4
T i W TR = FaE A AN
Tl A S SR A ¥ 3
™ F FIEEEEa, 55 W R



e | o
I fa\r=aas uifSrsvon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

RAEHTRIYA SAHARA DELHI 14 JUNE 2025

&R 3541 fiwe e & &
B &R TG 7eg B Rearag

= feeeeit () | T
FEmTf g S A T A & e A
T #fe famm g 21" start A, @
¥ izt & fom e e e & o e
A 8 g0 FEm i Tt #T = 2
RaR 1 Q9 FeREI B o T
femda f=ediw e =t i e ) 2m
F A UH = sif”
Fas dat A aam e & i o
4 fF 72 ot =it M T O A
Ot A ¢ SEEEE O qEN 787 EMEER
o aeA A (gam171) R
Waﬁmﬁa Ferfoan F

T e U = s W WEEA e e
%I wE s Redar T

A FE, T : : ST T g A
T == | g S TR O E T2 @ e
T w0 & 9l A el daew 9F O #ieee wiets g i
= A £ | 56 o 2 T e 2 e, el ool |

fomda ten v Aqm AndR g 242 S0 #2471 TSR 99 =



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE STATESMAN

KOLEATA

13 JUNE Z02&

All flights between Kolkataand
Ahmedabad halted, resumelater

IndiGoflight 6E318,an Airbus A320aircraft, which departed fromKolkataat1.49 p.m. wasrecalled due to closure of Anmedabad airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLEATA 12 JUME

n  Ahmedabad-

bound fight from

Kolkata was forced

return mid-air on
Wednesday alternoon after
the runway at Ahmedabad
alrport was abruptly closed
following an Air India aircrafi
incident, airport oficials con-

frmed.

The Ahmedabad airport
on Thursday resumed oper-
atlons with limited Nights
after a brief halt following
the crash of an Air India's
UK-bound passenger aircraft,
"Sardar Vallabhbhal Parel
Intemational Airport, Ahrmed-
abad, is now operational with
limited Mights,” aspokesper-
somn of the alrport said.

Indito flight 6E 318, oper-
ated by anAlrbis A0 aircraft
(registration VTIPP), had
departed from Netaji Subhas
ChandraBose International

Airport In Kolkata ar 1.49
pumn. local time. Shortly after
takeoff, the fight was recalled
due 1o a closure at Sardar
Vallabhbhal Patel Interna-
tonal Adrport in Ahmedabad,
where a separate Air India
aircraft had encountered a
minway incident, prompring
emergency protocol. The
IndiGo Right, which had 179
passengers on board, was
scheduled toland in Ahmed-
abad at 252 p.m. but was
directed to retwrn to Kolkata
while altbome. It landed
safelv and was assigned stand

number 105 upon return.
No injurles were reported,
and passenpers wene deboard-
ed without incident. Alrport
sources said that all further
flights 1o Ahmedabad have
been suspended undl further
notice. Kolkata airportavthor-
ities confirmed the suspen-
sion, stating that they were
awaiting clearance from their
counterparts in Alunedabad
before resuming operations
onthe affected route. Further
updates are awaited from
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) and
airport authorities regarding
the cause and resolution of
ihe runway closure.
"Hight Al 171 from Ahmesd-
abad to London, Gatwick,
earlier today, was involved
inacrashshortly after takeoff,
outside the OrL. As a result,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Alrport Alurmned-
abad, is currently not oper-
ational. All flight operations
are temporarily suspended
until further notice from
NSCBI Alrport Kolkata. Pas-
sengers are advised to check

Structures, objects pose threat to flight ops at Kolkataairport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
COLKATA, 12 JUNE

Hours afier the Alr India fight
bound for London’s Gatwick
alrport with 242 passengers
onboard crashed shortly afier
take-off from Ahmedabad
on Thursday aftermoon, ques-
tions in connection with
safery and security, mainly
during take-off and landing
of Mights at the Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International
[NSCBI) airport, are being
ralsed.

Officials expressing serious
concern with the safety issues
feft that obstacles starting
from highrises, lampposis,
waler tanks, hoardings and
hillboards, lightning arresiers,
dish antennas, high-mast
lighits, tall trees ete that divectly
come in the Might path of
Kolkata airpon pose serious
threats during take-offs and
landings of Mights.

The airport authorities
have recently identified anournd

with their respective airlines
for the latest updates before
proceeding to the airport.
Werequest your cooperation
and patience as authorities
manage this evolving situa-
tion,” said anofficial of NSCEI
Alrport.

Meanwhile, in lightof the

380 obstacles after a study
on Obstacle Limitaton Surface
(OLS).

Only around 100 such
obstacles have beenremoved

Tt the existing rest 280 seem
to be a bone of contention to
ensure safe flight operations.

An official at the airport
sajd: "Many tall rees and
illegal highrises have been
cutdown and dismantled so

AlLT1 crash, an operational
control room has been acti-
vated at the ministry of civil
aviation to coordinate all
details. Ministry also gave
contact, 011-24610843 |
9650391859 on X-Handle.
"Inlight of the recent incident
involving #Airlndia Flight

far but that's not sufficient
for unopposed safe fight
operations. We have expressed
ourconcems during meetings
with all administrative bodies
like local municipalities, police
and state home department
seeking their Interventions
o how to remove the exdsting
obstacles.”

A meeting of the Airfield
Environment Management

Al71, an Operational Contral
Room has been activated ar
@MoCA_Gol (New Delhi) to
oversee and coordinate all
IECESSATY FESPONSEe MEeasUres.
Forassistance or information,
kindly contact: (Delhi Control
Room) 011-24610843
|#650391859

Comimimes (AEMC) was held
recenily todiscuss the issue,

Nandini Chakraborty, piin-
cipal secretary of the state
home depariment, top palice
officials of the Bidhannagar
police commissionerate and
representatives of munici-
palities, including Bidbhasregr
Municipality were present
inthe meeting, according 1o
the airport authorities.

Operation Control Room
(Ahmedabad) 9978405304
J079- 2325 1500, ministry tweet-
ed.

"We are committed o
swifl response and Lill suppon
o allaffected,” Civil Aviaton
ministry tweeted on X-Han-
die.
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Plane crash: One Black

Boxrecovered as
authorities begin prob

NIKHIL VYAS & RAHUL

GAHLAWAT

NEWDELHL 15§

Authorities on Friday recov-
ered ane of the two hlack
bees of the ll-fated Adr India
Flight AI171 that crashed in
Ahmedabad on Thursday,
even as Alr India confirmed
that 241 people on board
theaircraft, incuding fommer
Gujarar Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani died in the disaster,
while one person survived.
Atleast four MBES students
and the wife of a doctoralso
died as the plane crashed
into the B] Medical College
building in Ahmedabad.
The Digital Flight Data
Recorder, popularly called
‘black box' was recovered
from the roof of the hostel
building ol Bl Medicl college
while efforts were underway
1o recover the second one,
which is typically mounted
on the tail of the plane.
Intheeventofanalracei-
dent, the black box is the
mastvaluable piece ol equip-
mentas it offers investigators
chues about what wenwrong,
from technical failures to
human error. It is actually
two comiponents packed into

- e

one casing, the first being
Flight Data Recorder (FDR),
which records the technical
dataoftheaircraft likespeed,
altinde, engine pesformance,
and navigatinn details. The
second compaonent is Cockpit
Voice Recorder (CVR) which
stores audio from the cockgpit,
including pilotconversations
and other sounds from the
Righrdeck. Gujarat Ant-Ter-
rarism Squed (ATS) alsorecoy-
ereda Digital Video Recorder
[DVR) from the debris of the
plane which could hokds cru-
cial visual fontage.

DGCA directive: The Direc-
ot General of Civil Aviation
DGCA) on Friday directed
enhanced safety inspections
of Air India’s Boeing 787-8/9
models in the wake of the
Fatal plaue crash nesar Ahmed-
abad adrport Thedhecks indude
inspection of fuel parameter
monitoring and associated
systemchecks, Inspectionol
Cabin air compressor and
associated systems, electronic
engine control-system fesg,
engine fuel driven actuator-
operational testand ol system
check, serviceahility check of
hydraulic system and review
of take-off parameters.
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PM Modivisits crashsite,
meetskinofdeceased

The Prime Minister assured the affected familiesof the nation’'s unwavering support

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

rime Minister Narendra

Modi on Friday visited

the site of the Ahmedabad

planecrashand expressed
solidarity with the affected families,
assuring them of the nation’s
unwavering support during this
difficult ime.

Mr Modi met those injured in
the aftermath of the tragic plane
crash that claimed numerous
lives, including the lone survivor.

The Prime Minister also chalred
areview meeting at Ahmedabad
Adrportwith top authorities includ-
ing the ministers and senioroffi-
cials.

The Prime Minister visited

Ahmedabad a day after the dev-
astating Alr India plane crash
claimed the lives of at least 241
people. The plane, bound for
London's Gartwick Alrport, Thurs-
day crashed intoa medical college
complex in Ahmedabad minutes
after takeoff, killing everyone,
except one, on board. Former
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani was among the dead.

ThePM, whoarmved inAhmed-
abadat#.30in the morning, went
straight to inspect the crash site
after which he visited the Civil
Hospital, where the injured are
receiving treatment.

Hewas accompanied by Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel, Union
Civil Aviation Minister KR Naidu,
Minister of State for Home Harsh

Sanghavi, Chief Secretary Pankaj
Joshi, and Director General of
Police Vikas Sahay.

“Met those injured in the after-
math of the tragic plane crash in
Ahmedabad, including the lone
survivor and assured them that
weare with them and thedr families
in this rough time. The entire
nation is praying for their speedy
recovery,” the Prime Minister
said in a post on platform X

During his visit, PM Modi met
with the only survivor of the crash,
Vishwas Kumar Ramesh, a British
national, whao is currently being
treated at the Ahmedabad Civil
Hospital. The PM also interacted
with the injured persons and
inquired about their conditon,
Mr Modi had earlier expressed
shock and grief over the crash,
stating: " The ragedy inAhmedabad
has stunned and saddened us. It
is heart-breaking beyond wards.
In this sad hour, my thoughts are
with everyone affected by it Have
beenin touch with Ministers and
authorites who are working to
assist those affected.”

PM Modi also met the family
of former Gujarat Chief Minister
Vijaybhai Rupani. “It is unimag-
inable that Vijaybhai is not in our
midst ['ve known him for decades.
We worked together, shoulder to
shoulder, including during some
of the most challenging times,
Vijaybhai was humble and hard-
working, firmly comminted to the
Party’s ideology. Rising up the
ranks, he held various responsi-
bilities in the Organisation and
wenton toserve diligently as Gu-
jarat’s Chiel Minister,” Mr Modi
said in a separate post on X.

Everything happened
in front of my evyes,
can't believe I am
alive: Sole survivor
of AL 171 crash

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JEW DELHI, 13 JUNE

In what can only be described
asamiraculous escape, a British
national, is the sole survivor
of the tragic Air India Al 171
crash that took place in Ahmed-
abad.

Vishwash Kumar Ramesh
was en route back to London
after visiting Gujarat.

Recounting the horrific
tragedy, he said: "Everything
happened in front of my eves.
I can't believe 1'm alive.”

“For a moment, | was certain
I was going to die. It was sup-
posed to be a routine flight for
the Al-171, bound for London.
But within moments of takeofT,
chaos erupted,” he told media
persons,

According to his description,
the aircraft hesitated in the air
fora fiew seconds. Then, flashing
green and white lights flickered
across the cabin. Seconds later,
the plane veered off and
slammed into the hostel building
below. "The impact was deaf-
ening,” he said.

“Ifeltit race uncontrollably
and then crash into the building.
Flames engulfed the cabin. |
saw the air hostess and other
passengers burn right in front
of me,” he added.
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India, China agreeto expedite steps toresume d:rect airservices

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 JUNE

Amid reports that China pro-
vided diplomatic and military
support to Pakistan during
its recent conflict with India,
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misrimet China's Vice Foreign
Minister Sun Weidong, who
is on a two-day visit to India.

During the meeting, the
two sides reviewed the devel-
opments in India-China bilat-
eral relations since their last
meeting in Beijingon 27 Jan-
uary. They agreed to continue
to stabilise and rebuild ties
with a priority on people-
centric engagements,

Mr Misri appreciated the
Chinese side’s cooperation
for the resumption of the
Kailash Manasarovar Yatra
this year. He noted the dis-
cussion in the April meeting
of the Expert Level Mechanism

for cooperation in trans-bor-

derrivers for the resumption
ofthe provision of hydrological
data and other cooperation,
and hoped for progress on
this.

The two sides agreed to
expedite the steps toresume
direct air services between

the two countries. The Indian
diplomat hoped for the early
conclusion ofanupdated Air
Services Agreement. The two
sides further agreed to take
practical steps for visa facil-
itation and exchanges between
media and think-tanks.

“The two sides positively
assessed the activities planned
under the 75th anniversary
of the establishment of diplo-
matic relations between India
and China and agreed to
facilitate the same,"” the Min-
istry of External Affairs said.

During the meeting,
the two sides
reviewed the develop-
ments in India-China
bilateral relations since
their last meeting in
Beijing on 27 January.
They agreed to contin-
ue to stabilise and
rebuild ties with a pri-
ority on people-centric
engagements.

The two sides agreed to
hold certain functional dia-
logues, including in the eco-
nomic and trade areas, to
discuss and resolve specific
issues of concern. This was
the first high-level interaction
between the two nations
since the briefconflict between
India and Pakistan last month
in the wake of the Pahalgam
terror attack.

(Representational image)
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Flight with 242 crashes, 1 lives

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA, PHERDZE
L. VINCENT, SANJAY
MANDAL AND PT1

New Delhi/ Ahmedabad/
Caleutta: A London-bowund
Alr India Might crashed
into a demsely populated
area immediately after
takeofl from Ahmedabad
on Thursday afternoon,
with most of the 242 peo-
ple on board and many on
the ground feared killed,

The accident In Ah-
medabad would count amonyg
the 10 worst alr disasters
ever in the world in terms of
human toll. [t was the worst
wir tragedy over Indian skios
since a Saudi liner barreled
into a Kazakh aireraft over
Charkhi Diadrl west of Delhl in
November 1906, kKilling 349,

The Bosing T87-8 Dream-
Iiner with Z30 passengoers and
12 crew members turned Into a
fireball as 1t went down in the

Ar area, omde toa
hostal of the B.J, Medical Col-
lege, near the Sardar Vallabh-
bhal Patel International Ar-
port. Barely 30-0dd seconds
Into takeofl, the airoraft began
to struggle for helght, stalled
anddropped doad

NDTV reported that at
least five doctors had died in
the madical complox.

No official death count had
been provided till late in the
night. However, Ahmedabad
police commissioner G.S.
Mallk mentional one survivor.

“The police found one sur-
vivaor (Who was) In seat 11A.
One survivor (the same pas-
senger) has been found in the
hospltal and {8 under troat-
ment,” he wld news agancy
ANI. “Cannot say anything
about the number of deaths
yetr. The death toll may in-
crease as the flight crashed In
n residential area.™

Among the 280
169 were Indians, 53 were Brit-

Meghaninagar
residential area

sh, 7 wers Portugusse and one
was i Canadian.

This is the first crash an-
ywhere Involving a Boelng
Dreaminer, foted for 1S ad-
vanced fsatures,

Former Gujarat chief min-
Istor VIijay Rupan] wis among
the passengers.

The Directorate-CGenaral
of CIvil Aviation (DGCA) sald
the alrcraft departed at 1.3 pm
from Runway 23 and soon after
gave a Mayday (dlstress) call
to alr traffic control (ATC)
Thereafter, 1t became unre-
spansive to the ATCscalls.

The last signal recelved by
Fllghtradar, an online Mlght
tracker platform, shows the
alrcraft reached an altitude
of 625 feet before It sudden-
Iy began losing altitude at
a vertcal speod of 4756 foot
por minmto

A sendor pliot who watched
the video of the crash said it
appeared that both englnes
lost thrust, “In such a situa-
tion, the plane can't go up; it
Just keeps coming down,” the
pliot told The Telegraph on

Last signal:
|

<

A portion of the crashed plane juts oat of

30U passengers
| creww members

Tha pilot, Captain Sumeat
Sabharwal, had experience
of fying 00 hours
The copilot, First Oicer
Clive Kundar, had 1 )
hours of flying under his
balt
The Dreamliner had boon
doliversd to Air India in

Takeoff:

n residentinl

building in Ahmedabad on Thursday. (FTT)

the condition of anonymity.

He sald the video did not
suggest & bird hit “In case of a
bird hit, smoke smerges from
the rear of the engine. Also,
there are other external vis-
ible Indicators that woers not
saen, ot least in this video,” the
pllot satd.

Hi sald 1t was “extrome.
Iy unusual™ for both sngines
of the Dreamliner to mal-
unction at the same dme. “1t
could have resulted from fuel

contamination or some other
reason,” he said, adding that
the real reason would omerge
from the investigaton.

This is India’s worst alr
tragody since the Novembor
1996 mid-alr colliston over
Charkhi Dadri. around 100km
west of Delhi, involving Sau-
dia and Kazakhstan Alriines
flights that Killed all 349 people
on board the two planes,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

KOLEATA

FLIGHT OF FANCY

13 JUNE 2025

u Mid-sze, twin-engina.
wide-body jet airliner
= Known for: Fusl efficency,
comiorable passenger
5‘.':1” fo .ndﬁlw lax i
aturas
dimming. The aircraft's first
comimdcial WAaS on

October 26, 2011, with All
i 8. Air India
these

P FROM PAGE 1

Thursday's wagedy 1s the sec-
ond major str disasier in Ah-
médibad. On October 19, 19688,
mn Indian Alriines plane crnshod
n s final approach @0 the cliy
atrport, Kllng 133 peaple.

Horror scenes

One visual from the wrackngo
area showed the snout of the
plane crashing through the
1op door of o bullding that ap-
poarvd to be the dining aren at
n medical hostel.

“The plane was flying very
low and 1t crashed) Into the res-
dential quarters of doctors
and pursing smaff of the civil
hospital and B.J. Medical col-
lege,” Haresh Shah, an evewit-
nass, told PT'L

“There are several Nve-
Door butldings which are resl-
dential guarters of doctors and
nursing staff. Many people in

mAbout S0%. ol | mThe 787-8 ]
the Bosing 787-8 maintains a
| Dreamlineds lower cabin E
structure | altitude b 5
mada from equivalent 1o i
carbon fiber- 6,000ft,
| rainforced r,| humidity levels,
| making it lightor and improved .Cf"':-:tl
| mnd moro fual- mir Uity
| efficient. it uses reducing
rakad wingtips and
smoother noss & and
confours for botter capacity
airflow and Bss

thoso npartmonts wers njured
as, along with the plane, the
budldings alsocaught fire. ™

Another eyewimess sald
soveral cars and vehicles
parked on the premises also
caught fire

A seareh was on for the alr-
craft's black box — the Might
dota recorder and cockplt
volco recordor for clues o
understand what happened in
the last crucial moments

The atreraft was under the
command of Captain Sumooet
Sabharwal, with experience
of Aying 8.2 hours. The copl-
le, First Officer Clive Kundar,
nd 1,100 howrs of (ying under
Inis bele

The Dreamliner had
been deliverad (o Alr India in
January 2014. According to
flightradar, 1S first Qlght was
on December 14, 2003, Accord-
ing to Clroum, an aviation data
firm, the plane had accumilat-

Engine: GErx- 1B/ Trant 1000

The Air India aircraft that crashed alter taking off rom Ahmedabad airport on
Thursday was a Boaing 787-8 Dreamiiner. What to know about the alreraft

— Wingspan: 50m

e = S

An Alr India Bosing TRT Dreamlines iThes over

Tolowo on April 27. (Koki Takagi vis R euters)

Plane with 242 on board crashes

ol more than 41,000 hours In
fMght and taken off and Innded
at least B.000 dmes

A e from the ehvil avintion
minisory’s Alrcraft Accident In-
vestigation Buroai has arrived
In Ahmodabad to probe the roa-
son fir the crash. The DGCA oo
s Investigating the aocident.

Boolng said 1t was in con-
tact with Alr India and stood
ready to offer any support to
the airiine, FT1 reported.

The slrport resurmed Himie-
e operation at 4.06pm, after a
brief suspension following the
crash, with safaty protocals In
place. Tt advised passengers o
check with thelr airiines for
the Latest updates beforo loav-
Ing for the atrport

President Droupadi
Murmu and Prime Minister
Norendra Mod) exprossed soll.
darity with the bereavel

The Tata group, which
owns Alr India, sadd it = would

provide #1 crore to the funiNes
of each person who has lost
thelr life in this tragedy ™.

“We will also cover the
medical expenses of those
njured and ensure that they
recoive all necessary caro and
support. Additdonally, we will
provide support in the build-
ing up of the B.J Medical's
hostol,™ it added

Alr India chairman N
Chandrasekaran said an emer-
pency centre had been activat-
ol and a support team set up for
familes seeking information.

Gautam Adanl, chalr-
man of the Adanl Group that
manages the alrport, twooted
about “extending fall support
to the families on the ground™

The last major alr crash
in India involved an Alr Indis
Express Boelng TI7-800 that
In 2020 overshot Rozhikode's
runway after landing and dis-
Integrated, Killng 18 people
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Ahmedabad flights disrupted, UK-bound fliers rattled

SANIAY MANDAL

Caleutta: The crash of Alr
India fight AT 171, between
Ahmedabad and London-Gat-
wick, Impacted several flights
connecting Ahmedabad and
Calcutta on Thursday.

One aircraft, an IndiGo
Mght, with 179 passangers
from Calcutta to Ahmedabad,
returned to the city on Thurs-
day afternoon

Alrport officlals sald 6E 318
had taken off from Calcutta at
1.46pm but had o renen as the
runway at Sarar Vallabhbhal

Pate] International Alrport
was closed after the crash.

The plane that crashed
within seconds of taking off in
Ahmedabad flaw at 1.38pm.

“The flight returned to
Calcutia at 2.58pm. It was later
cancelled. Tt had 568 passen-
gers who were going onward,”
sald an officlal at the Calcutta
alrport.

Another IndiGo flight from
Ahmadabad, scheduled o ar-
rive In Calcuita at 7.30pm, was
also cancelled because of the
runway closure,

In the evening, after the

Ahmedabad alrport reopenad,
an IndiGo Might, scheduled
to take off at 4.10pm, Aow at
6.123pm, sald the official.

There are five dally flights
between Calcutta and Ah-
medabad. “Two want In the
morning.” sald the official.

“We expect flight opera-
fons betwean the cliv and Ah-
medabad to normalise from
Friday. Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel Internatlonal Alrport
has become operational,” the
otficlal said.

Many passengers were
apprehensive after the crash,

especially those with plans to
travel to the UK.

“A group of four was sup-
posed to fiy from Calcutta to
London via Delht on Friday.
They have put the journey on
halcl,”™ sald a tour operator.

A Calcutta businessman
said he and his wife were to go
o London for thelr daughter's
convocation.

“Today"s crash has left us
stunnad. My parents asked me
not to go now, I am in a fix,”
sald the businessman, who
ravels to the UK and Europs
frequently

Biplab Mitra, an EM By-
pass resident, was planning to
visit his daughter in London
this month. “T had asked my
travel agent to book an Alr
India fMlight ticket batwean
Jume 20 and 22, But after oday,
I asked him to book me on a
Gulf airline,” the retired pro-
fesslonal sald. "My daughter
also asked me not {o take an
Alr India fight.”

Tour operators sald they
were getiing several calls from
passengers asking if 1t would
be safe to fly to the UK or other
International destinations,

“There 1s fear and appre-
hension in evervone's mind.
Many are cancelling or defor-
ring thelir plans.™ sald Anil
Punjabi, national committes
member of Travel Agents
Federation, representing the
eastern reglon.

Alr India on Thursday
evenling announced a walver
for all Alr India fMights out of
Ahmedabad for passengers
holding confirmed tickets.

This 1s valld for tickets 1s-
sued 1l June 12, and for travel
betwoen June 12 ard 14, 2025,
the alriine sald.

;1‘1-' X

A cop in front of debris at
the crash site in Al
om Thursday. {Reubers)
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Al crash toll mounts to 274; 33
on-ground deaths confirmed

Black Box Found —s:\rmm. PEOPLE STILL MISSING'
On Rooftop Of 1
Students' Mess  Fimr oo e |
Trass Hews Mo .sm-nnpem;l'llhl

fro
M-MMMUMMWE!
sufding},” o statomest from |
Kircrafi Azridend muestigagion |
Buré o (AMIBE $aid
. - - » O Thirscay rght.
FULL COVERAGE: P20, 22,78 | Ahmedabar poice sad

ftmdly on Firiday

[ .
sk | 1 »5 badbes hamded over, P 30

Bodies of 8 victims handed to kin,
DNA matchmg to take 48-72 hours

Many Families
Await News Of
‘Missing’ Kin

Timaes s M vopecas

e

Inc;l.llln |
o N Wity

Sriarirves of m oot mawrn autsde 8 hospdal m Ahmedsbad pn Fiday
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sekbifac ztbn of st of M i .mqm.esnua.m.m Bul.a
rEurssECn managed 1o identify his pregnant wite from the
pendant uf her mangalsutr, report= Bharat Yagnik
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o e il floxae of Autvarn- 4 the residersial quarters for super-
speciaky sudonis Solanid's irieed nihe departmnt said kajal was
pergnant, and the couphe iad returmed brom their salive town Talaa
v Ehavmagar deinics adey pefore the arcadent after celebratng
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DGCA orders
added checks on
Al Dreamliners

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Air India Boeing
787 Dreamliners powered by
General Electric GEnx engi-
nes will now operate under
enhanced safety inspections,
according to a Directorate
General of Civil Aviation di-
rective issued on Friday,a day
after an AT Dreamliner cras-
hed in Ahmedabad.

As a “preventive measu-
re”, the regulator has direc-
ted Al to “carry out additio-
nal maintenance actions on
B787-8/9 aireraft equipped
with GEnx engines with im-
mediate effect in coordina-
tion with the concerned re-
gional DGCA offices™.

For passengers shaken by
the AT171 crash whoareto take
flights on AI Dreamliners in
coming days, these steps may
help bolster confidence.
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WH What are trailing ed How do they work?
CRUCIAL FOR PLANES | 5 ovsmatomsr Tl

= e are hinged sur ding, |
The wing flaps of Al 171 have drawn the :ﬁ'g:;ﬂf;,?:::;ﬁm L?rfswr:aﬂ Eﬁ?ﬁ!ﬁ?ﬂﬁ'
attention of experts trying to explain Thay area dawnwards and sfightly

how the Boeing Dreamliner 787-8 eritical hign-ift EE Eoxplains  backwards. Ther

i i A device used movement is usually
alrl:r'.I:\ft crashed in Ahmedabad. o Geeotikeofmdbngng  ConroRed by hydraul o sectric
Here's the role they play in g . aictin the wing's actuators with the pilot selecting

surface area and curvature the desired flap setting via a cockpit

take-offand landing = =

lever ar diad, During cruise, flaps are

(camber), allowing the aircraft
fully retracted to minimise drag and

to generate more lift at

¥ slower speads madmise fuel efficiency
= Extending the flaps...
~Increases B - by changing the airfoll  _increases drag - to help slow down the
' shape to be more curved and larger aircraft and steepen descent during landing
tems differ Modern jets like the T87 Fowler flaps, which slide
th e i > o backward and then down to
by aircraft type aireraft (e element flaps, ;
depending on size, wing Cessna) mirwe often a combination of: Increase wing area
shape, and perfarmance simple plain or
needs split flaps
Double-skotted or triple-
slatted flaps (multiphe ¥
extending surfaces)
’ Flaperons | Unigue
. to the 787, combining
. flap and aileron
- functionality (i.e. "
= they help with roll Krueger flaps (leading-edge flaps)
control even when o0 the wing front
: flaps are deployed) —
i
fezphic: Susil Singh 2
Trajling edge ﬂa,p; on Outboard and Double-sotted Actuation system | Electrically signalled,
“IE Eneing T87 inboard flaps | flaps | Extend hydraulically Pmre-d actuators move
The 76T Casard hight Thess cover most  both backward the flaps precisely. All flap surfaces are
bbbt kbl e of the wing's and downward in  monitored and managed by the flight
flap system, whlmcﬂuﬁe;n i tralfing edge two stapes Fntrol plectonics (FEE)
What happens if To guard against such Can the 787 compensate for 5o, it'sa
trailing edge flaps situations, the 787 has: flap failures? rare event
fail to deploy? Flap position sensors and flag > Yies, to a cerlain extent. High- » On a highly
Such a scenario can affect asymimetry protection | If one thrust engines allow the T87 to automated and
both take-off and landing: flap maves and the other doesn't  Still climb even with minimal redundantly
Take-olf without flaps | (asymmetry), the system can flap assistance after takeofl. designed
el rich i hﬂ[ J 4 freaze the whole flap system to Speedbrakes/spoilers and aircraft ike
ang‘ﬁ;Tmnw;ﬂ Efﬂ?;: avaid roll instability. autobrakes help manage higher- the 787, flap
don't degloy when selected, Take-off Configuration Warning  5Ped fandings if flaps are not fully E::J;::r:g
the take-off process is System | If the pilot forgetstg. Cx{Ended Surt b
abandoned. set flaps or if they don't deploy, »> Flaperans provide added with :
Landing withaut flaps | Called the syster triggers a loud conig  redundancy for both it and rol procedures.
a"“no-flap landing”, it means Searring oot Whan Sake- ST g But yes, trailing
higher |anding speed and thrustis applied. > Pilots are trained in *flapless™ and e flaps
Ionger rollout distance, This * Multiple redundant hydraulic “partial-flap" landing procedures, are misihn
requires a langer runway and systerms to ensure flap inchuding adjustments in approac crikical for safe
greater pilat <kill, Alrlines train | deployment even inthe eventol  Speed, runway length requirements, take-cfs and
for this scenario. a failure in one system. and go-around criteria. landings.
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Publish Boeing report immediately:
Whistleblower’s Iawyer to US FAA

Report Alleged
Serious Quality
Lapses In 787
& 777 Aircraft

Naomi Canton

London: Attorneys for Boe-
ing whistleblower Sam Sa-
lehpour have written to Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion urging it to immediately
release its findings on strue-
tural defects alleged by Sa-
lehpour regarding Boeing's
787 aircraft in light of the Air
India crash in Ahmedabad.
Boeing quality engineer
Salehpour had in early 2024
alleged serious quality issues
with Boeing's 787 and 777 alr-
planes which, he had claimed.
may compromise the safety
and lifespan of the aircraft.
The AirIndiaaircraft that
crashed soon after take-off in
Ahmedabad on June 12 was
aBoeing 787-8 Dreamliner.
The letter from Saleh-
pour's lawyers, Debra Katz
and Lisa Banks, sent right af-
terthenewsof the Al-1T1crash
broke, states that Salehpour
had raised concerns about the
“siructural integrity of Boe-
ing 787 and 777 aircraft and
Boeing's manufacturing proc-
esses” as well as the “compa-
ny’soverall safety culture”, As

Rieuters

GROUND ZERO: A fire officer surveys the wreckage of the crashed Air India Dreamliner in Ahmedabad Friday

Tech issues ground
2 Al Express planes

urat-bound passengers an

two Air India Express flights
faced inconvenience Friday due
totechnical snags. A flight from
Bangkok was grounded aftera
suspected bird hiton landing in
the Thai capital. Though the
Boeing 737 Max landed safely, it
couldn'toperate the return leg.
About 180 passengers were
stranded, later given hotel stays
and the option to reschedule or
cancel with a full refund.

Meanwhile, flight 1X-2749
from Jaipur via Bengaluru was
delayed after the same aircraft
earlier reported an AC failure.
Scheduled to depart at 11.30am,
itwas first heldupduetoa
"technical fault”, thenbya
runway closure. Later, the crew
cited engine overheating.

aresultof hiswhistleblowing,
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion opened an investigation
into Boeing in March 2024,

In Dec 2024, the lead FAA
investigator informed them
the investigation was “com-
plete” and had expressed “ap-
preciation for Salehpour’s
identification of Important
safety issues”. “He assured us
the report would be issued
imminently. We understood
from his comments that
many of Salehpour’s con-
cerns had been substantiat-
ed. We awaited release of the

report and vet, nearly six
months later; it hasnot seenthe
light of day,” the letter states.
Itpointsoutthaton Thurs-
day the world learned of “yet
another tragic disaster in-
volving the same 787 aircraft
that Salehpour identified as
flawed”. “Noone can truly un-
derstand the risks resulting
from Boeing's manufactur-
ing processes until FAA re-
leases its investigative re-
port. FAA must immediately
publish the report without
further delay,” it concludes.
Salehpour, a veteran engi-

neer at Boeing with more
than four decades of experi-
ence, has testified before the
US Senate Homeland Securi-
ty and Governmental Affairs
Permanent Subcommittee
regarding his allegations.
His claims are that he ob-
served shorteuts employed
by Boeing to reduce bottle-
necks duringthe 787 assemb-
ly process that placed exces-
sive stress on major airplane
joints and embedded drilling
debris between key joints on
more than 1,000 planes.
When he reported these con-

cerns internally, he alleges
that he was threatened with
termination and excluded
from important meetings.

“FAA must assure public
that Boeing 787 is safe,” Banks
told TOIL “While it may take
months or years to determine
the cause of the Air India
crash, we know that there isan
important report sitting on a
desk at FAA about the 787 that
needs to become public. We
urge FAA to release its find-
ings.” Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration did not respond
fo arequest for comment.
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Safest seat in an airplane
depends on the crash

dynamlcs, say experts

CONTINUED FROM /= FLAP FRONT

Is there such a thing as ‘safest
seat’ in case of a crash?

Stressing that it's important to note thot air travel is
one of the safest modes of tronsportation, Cheng-Lung
Wu, an associate professor in the School of Aviation

at the University of Mew South Wales in Australia, told
Live Science, "The fotality rote is way, way lower than
driving a cor” Howewver, he odded that there have been
no robust scientific studies investigoting which seats
on an alrplane ore the safest, Wu soid,

"It all depends on the crash dynamics,” Daniel Kwasi
Adjekum, o University of Morth Dakota aviation sofety
researcher, added, "Then it really matters where you
are seated to be oble to survive structuralhy

Federal Aviation Administration data analyzed by
Time Mogazine in 2015 showed that the back third
of o plane hos the lowest fatality rate — but survival
varies with the nature of the crash ond where the
aircroft absorbs the brunt of the impoct. Possengers in
alzle seats in the middle section of the cabin fared the
worst, with o 44% fotolity rote, per the Time's study,
which reviewed 35 yeors of FAA data

=
The lone survivor
told the media that
his side of the plane
was close ba the
ground while the
other side had
crashed into the
hestel building - sa
he was ahble to climb
oul when the
emergency doar
beoke after impact -'-'/’
T

‘Sitting i rgency exit
isa rup::ilhm o

While emergency exit seats are coveted for the omple
leg spoce, o passanger sitting in an axit-row seot has
the incredibly important respansibi dmﬁ?
the emergency exit in cose of an emergency. Fl
attendants are reguired to brief exit-row passengers
about how to do this properly. Typically located around
the wing area or in rows just before the exits, fliers
sitting here need to be physically fit so that they could
unslm:memwmupemthmolm . "For
an emergency exit row seat, the passenger must
someone who can take core of themselves in cose of
and ossist other passengars in nead.

Alﬂnlg-lmspncﬁcfnmure%h:d,mnﬂ:pm!ngers
r woll budnguhofon ating them these
thutmi impair their ability to assist in an emergency
r?udc—m:mmhr. suvsammbernfngmmd
Ibundlng stoff of on international ri'regrwp.udﬁng,
I.hunkumﬂupm—ﬂlgh‘lsnfwbﬂm extrome
impartant. The passenger Is expected to be vigilant and

act immediately Il’somﬂllnqm.nl
- Inputs from Shivika Manchanda
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m Ahmedabad-London Flight Loses Altitude Soon After Takeoff m No Contact After Pilot's Mayday Call m Crashes On Medical College Hostel

Dreamliner nghtmare Kills 245

241 0Of 242 On Board
Die In Worst Single
Plane Crac:h In India

"My
\h

Tomssis Blowes Marmses

_ T
® AIITL Boming 757 Dreamiiner fying & 11-ye-old airrraft cimbs arousd + Cause of the crash not clear Experty
Ibl{l!ﬂﬂﬂ[ﬂlmimmmﬂm 4258t tefore plummeting rapidiy. i 10 dowhis sngine failure, B hie st L} months

bogiees taheof? ol 1. S Tkt i crash [k al @l A secnndt | . i |g fhie first ewer caashiol a = Tata Group, which owes Air Inds,
= Sbcands afler labeodl, 1ot S  Crashes into 61 kedical College hastel | Beoisg TET Dreamliner. Fiight datz ennounces £ crane compensaiion o

Sathirwal isiors Mayday calllo ATC, | e (5 Mioghinisigar a1 Jpm. Tal & sitm Cirium says ihis alrorstt had Tamily of each victim. 1o /20 support
i resposse thersalter el e ol et e i) ol rmare than 41,000 hours of flying time: rebsilding of medwal colege hastel
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Boeing 787 Dreamliners first fatal crash; satety issues back in spot

Vijay MosAN

I T L R L !
CHAN DIGARN, JUNE 13
The cash of an Air India Boe
ing 7878 Dreamliner soon afler
take-off from Ahmedabad is
the first fatal accident though
there have been numetous
reports inthe pastabout the ar
craft strugeling with technical
defects and safiety issues such
as problems withits Bthium ion
battenes, hydroulic and fud
kealks, flap malfunction and
structurnl integrity.

Shortly after the crash, The
New York Times reported that
the acadent happened just
weseks after the company cut a
deal with the US Government
to owvoid toking coriminal

responsibility for o pair of
deadly crashes in 2018 and
2019. Boeing 787 Dreamliner
planes have experienced oper
ational problems in the past
with passengers onboard,
resulting in injuries, the Amer-
con newspuper said,

Last yvear, Boeing engineer
and whistleblower Sam Saleh-
pour hid alleged that the onm-
pany took shoitcuts when
manufbeturing its 777 and 787
Drenmbiner jets and the risks
could become matastrophic as
the airplanes age. The flaws
could add stress to the airerafl
structure, redudng its durabil-
ityv. On its part. Boeing has
described the 787 as the “best-
selling passengerwide-body of

all time”'. The mremft, with its
“mdustry-lending technology™
hag undertaken five million
fMights and camied over a bil-
liom passengers.

Thursday's crash is the 14th
known incdent, a fi=w of them
ategonsed as senous, mvolv
ing Indion registered aircraft
of this type since its induction
over o decade ago, In addiion,
five aircralt operted by for
eign pidines have also been
invobved in incidents in India.
Across the globe, sight semious
acvidents and about a 100 oth-
er incidents of different types
have been reported. The fist
incident in India involving the
Boang 787 had occurred on
October 12, 2013, in Bengalu-

Afire officer stands next to the cras hed Boeing TET-8 airoraft. miumms

i, when after touchdown it
was discovered that a ‘heat
exchanger access panel’ had
detached at the time of land-
ing on munway as the panel
was attached to the amrcraft

with only four sorews instead
of the required 47 screws,
Another incident took place
in December the same vear in
Kdkata when the brakes of the
left hand mam undercuriage

overheatesl and  emitted
spurks The s roraft had epart-
edly suffered atyre burst.

Two inadents took place n
2014 and 2015, one in which a
Boeing 787 was involved ina
near miss soon after toke-off
from the Mumbai airport with
a smaller sircraft that had tak-
en off amund the same Gme
from the adjoining atrcralt in
Juhu, and the olher in July
2005 when o porked atroralt
was hit by an sero-bndge ut the
Dedhi airport during o storm,

M6 saw three moadents
involving three Air India’s Boe-
ing T87s and oneof Dutch K1LM
Anrtnes. In Jonuary, a techmical
malfunction caused smoke in
the aircraft's cabin, forcing it to

meturn o Delhi afler tala=off

In April 2017, an aircraft
suffered a bird strike damag-
ng an engine on approach to
Kolkata, followed by another
aircraft damaging its engines
after it was hit by an arport
service vehicle in a parkmg
bay in Delhi in October 2017,

In July 22, an Air Indin Boe
ng 787 en route to Cochin
from Dubad suffered a loss of
cabin pressure requiring an
emergency descent.

The vear 2023 saw the high-
&1 number of Boeing 787 inci
dents involving three Al air-
crall and of foreign operators
in India In May, an Air India
aircraft on the Defhi-Svdney
mute encountered severe fur

bulence, resulting in njuries to
SOME PASSENERTS,

In Aupust, an Air India
Mumbai-London flight suf-
fered an  un-commanded
engine shut down in-flight,
forcing it to retum to Mumbai.

In January 208, a Boeing 787
belongpng o Bangladesh's
Biman Airlines that was going
I Saudi Arsbin  developed
cracks in the cockpit’s wind-
soreen while it was over Central
India after it returned to Dho-
ka In May 205, a Lufthansa
flight from Hydersbad 1o
Franidfint rejedted take-of a
high speed due to a problem
with the nose wheels. A num-
ber of tyres deflated as result of
the: hard braking
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has only been a few

hours since Air India

flight 171 crashed in

Ahmedabad, killing

more than 260 people,

yet public speculation about

the causes of the disaster is
already rife,

Sections of the media seem
to be encouraging this For
example Twascontacted byan
intemational news ornganies-
tion for an interview about the
tragedy. While ] agreed, | cau-
tioned that 1 could only say
that 7 is tooear y o speculate”
They dedded not to procesd
with the interview. No reason
wis given, but perhaps it was
my aversion to speaulation.

Of course, [ want to know
asmuchasanyoneelse what
caused this disster But
publicly speculsting at such
an early stage, when there is
solittle evidence available, is
more than unhelpful. It is

also harmful, as many exam-
ples throughout history
have shown.
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R GIERCR RN SR UCE R4

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIBUNE

Aviation accident investiga-
tions start as soon as f[irst
mspanders  have  extin-
guished the fires and com-
pleted the search for sur-
vivirs — the first and
foremost  driver when
res ponding to such a disnster
— angl have declared the site
safe. The identification of the
victims will then commence,
completed by a different
agency, parallel to the acci
dent investigation.

The state authoritees aren't
the only people involved
The asircaft manufscturer
(in this case, Boeing) will
usually send repre sentatives
1o assist the investigation. as
ain the home countres of
the victims. Investigntors in
the country where the acci
dent occurred may also
request  assistance  from
oountries with more experi-
ence in aviation accident
mvestigation,

An early step for mvestiga-
tors is finding the black box-
es (Mght daty recorders and
cockpit vaoiee recorder)
among the delris. These con-
tain data about the flight
itzelf, what the aircraft was
doing, and what the pilots
wene siyving.

An investigation into an
aviation accident is akintoan
archaeological excavation —
methodical and painstaking

DELHI

14 JUNE 2025

CRUCIAL: If the evidence is not collected now for Iater snalysis, it will be imevocably lost in Lime. m

If the evidence is nol oollect-
ed and preserved for kater
analysis al the time, it will be
rrevocably lost,

In the mse of Ar India
Right 171, the scene is fur-
ther complimted by the
crash location — a building.
Tt will take time for the acro-
plane wreckage, victims and
personal belongings o be
sorted from the building
debris This must ocour
before the search for
ANSWETS Can ommenoe.

Investigators will also
gather witness stalements
and any video of the event
Their analysis will be fur-

It could take several
years forthe full
forensic
mvestgaton mto
this disaster to nun
its full course.

ther informed by company
documentation, training
and regulatory compliance
miormation

Around 80 per cent of the
aviation acridents are due to
‘human factors”.

According to the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organi-
sation, the human (actors
are:. What we know about
human beings, ncluding
their abilities, characteris-
ties and limitations, the
design of procedures and
equipment people use, and
the environment in which
they function and the tasks
they perform.

It could take severl years
for the full forensic investiga-
tion into this disastertorunits
full course. For example, the
final report into the Sea Workd
helicopter cmsh in Queens-
landd, Australia, thot occurred
in 2023, which daimed the
bves of four people and
injured nine others, was only
released in April this vear.

A history of speculation —
and vilification

There is a long history of
undue and harmful public
speculation about the possi-
ble causes of a plane crash.

For example, sinee the dis-
appearance of Makysia Air
Enes Might MH370 on March
8, 2014, speculation has
swirlsd about whether chiefl
pilot Zaharks Ahmad Shah
was respongible for the disas-
ter and the deaths of the oth-
er 238 people on beard, This
has deeply upset his sister,
Sakinab Shah. In 2016, she
had told CNN that she felt
her brother was a scapegoat”
she must defend.

Similarly, the pilots of the
Bntish Midland flight that
crashed near Kegworth in
1989, in which 47 people died,
were also publicly vilified

The pilots, who survived
the arash, were experienced
but they had misdentified
which engine had falled, and
shut down the wrong ane.
They were widely criticised

in the press for the error, tar
nishing their reputations, los-
mg ther jobs, and, no doubt,
causing more stress to their
families. The nvestigation
kiter revealed the pilots
themselves had nol received
any simulator {raining as
they had tmnsitioned 1o a
newer variant of the aircraft
that they were flyving.

This shows how undue
public speculation about an
airline disuster can add to
the distress of victims and
ther families.

Respect the process

No doubt, pilots and aviation
experts are speculating in
private right now about the
causes of this particular dis-
aster Cafes, pubs and crew
rooims will be rife with discus-
gong and opinions, It is
human nature to wanlt o
knowwhat happened.

But to speculate in public
wont assist the investigative
process. Nor will it help the
famibes of the victims or the
first responders and investi
gutors themselves in getting
through this hormble time.

Investigntors need to work
without external pressures to
ensure accurale fndings
Respecting this process
maintains integrity and sup-
ports the many people who
are currently experendng
unimaginable grief.

Courtesy The Comversafion
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