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31 airp

orts shut

over India-Pak
conflict reopen

VINEETA PANDEY
MEW DELHI, MAY 12

The government on
Monday reopencd the 31
airporis that were tem-
porarily shut for civil use
in the wake of the India-
Pakistan confllci and
Operation Sindoor. After
the ceasefire betwern the
two nations, the govern
ment opened these dual-
use airporis after getting
clegrance from the Indian
Air Force, which had
taken control of these ajr-
ports for military use.
However, the airlines safd
they will take some time
to restort [!-Mn!‘tlnl‘i.‘i in
certaln places. The secu-
rity measures that were
enhanced at all airports
across the country will
remain.

The airports shut were
Adhampur, Ambala, Anur-
itsar, Awantipur, Bathin-
da, Bhuj., Bikaner, Chan-
digarh, Halwara, Hindon,
Jasalmer, Jammu, Jam-
nagar, Jodhpur, Kandla,
Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod,
Rishangarh, Kullu
Manali (Bhuntar), Leh,
Luihiana, Mundra,
Maliya, Pathan-kot,
Patiala, Porbandar,

Rajkot {Hirasar},
Sarsawa, Shimla,
Srinagar. Thoise and
Uttariai.

In a statement on
Monday, AAI sald the 32
airports that were closed
for civilian aireraft opera-
tions till 0529 hours of
May 15 are now available
for aircraft operations
with immediate effect. “It
is recommended for trav-
cllers to check flight sta
tus directly with alrlines
and monitor airlines’
websites for regular up-
dates,” the statement said.

Amritsar alrport has
been  shut down for
Monday night after drone
activity was spotied in the
area. Flights enroute to
Amritsar were returnsl
to Delhi. Chandigarh
Airport announced Might
operations have been
resumed [rom 10,30 am on
Monday. Jammu airport
also eald fights had
resumed from Monday:

IndiGo said it will pro-
gressively commence
operations on the provi-
ously closed routes,
adding the walver on can-
cellation and reschedul-
ing will continue till
May 22
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Aviation minister
holds meet amid
flight disruptions

Airlines taking cautious approach

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 13

Civil svintion minister K.
Rammohan Naldu on
Tuesday held a review
meeting with airline rep
resentatives and senior
officials of the civil avia-
tion ministry The meoting
comes in the backdrop of
disruptions in flight opera-
tions in recent days in the
wake of the military con-
flict between India amd
Pakistan.

“Ini the aftermath of the
Pahalgam attack, 1 appre
clate the extraordinary
efforts of the securily
forces in safeguarding our
nation. Also, kudos to the
seamless  eoordination
between  the ministry
DGCA, AAT and airdines
during this emergency
With the NOTAM ending
on 15th May 1 suggested
that airfines resumae their
normal schedules from the
15th across all 32 airports
for which the NOTAM was
issued. All alrlines
responded  positively to
this suggestion. We are
protad 1o witness the avia.
tion sector rising to the
occasion with a unified
commitment to ‘Natlon

» THE MEETING comes
in the mmmﬂ of dis-
ruptions in flight opera-
tions in recent days in
the wake of the military
conflict between India
and Pakistan

First”. With the continued
suppart of alriines, air
port operators, and other
partners, the ministry will
stand firmly with the
armed forces,” the minis-
torsaid in a post on X,

Even as all dual-use air-
ports reopened on
Monday and Mights
resumed 6 8 majority of
these, most airlines have
been taking a cautious
approach in flving to
some of the airports,
After o last-minute diver-
sion from Amritsar to
Delhi due to drone activi-
ties, IndiGo on Tuesday
announcad the eaneella-
tion of Nights to Amritsar
and five other places

“In light of the latest
developments, flights to
and from Jammu,
Amritsar, Chandigarh,
Leh, Srinagar, and Rajkot
are cancelled for 13th May
2025," IndiGo said on
Monday
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Srinagar airport
ready for flight
operations after
AAI notice

SRINAGAR, May 12: The
Srinagar International Air-
port is ready for flight opera-
tions after the Airports Au-
thority of India announced the
resumption of civilian flights
at 32 such facilities.

Theseairports were tempo-
ranily shut last week in view of
the military standoff between
India and Pakistan. The AAL
along with other aviation au-
thorities, had issued a senes of
Notices to Airmen, announc-
ing the closures across north-
ern and western India.

An official today said, “Aero-
drome closure NOTAM has
been revoked and Srinagar air-
port is ready to facilitate flight
operations,” He said a response
from airfines about the resump-
tion of flights was awaited.

Hayjj flights from Srinagar
were also affected due to the
closure of the Srinagar air-
port. = PTI
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AAI to resume flights from closed airports

SABA
ANJUM SHAIK | DC
HYDERABAD, MAY 12

The Airports Authority of
India (AAl) on Monday
said flight operations at
some airports, which were
suspended because of bor-
der security, will soon
resume. The affected air-
ports  include Jammu,
Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur,
Amritsar, Bhuj, Jamnagar,
Chandigarh and Rajkot.
After the AAI advisory
Air India said it is work-
ing progressively to
restart its flights to and
from the affected cities.
The airline has requested

passengers to stay tuned
for updates as their teams
work to bring back normal
operations.

Air India will resume
flights to and from
Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhuj,
Jamnagar, Chandigarh
and Rajkot starting on
Tuesday:

IndiGo has already started
restoring its services in a
phased manner. According
to its advisory, the airline
began resuming opera-
tions from May 12 itself
“Our teams are working
diligently to ensure a
smooth, secure and seam-
less travel experience,™

* AIR INDIA will resume flights to multi-
ple destinations, including Jammu,
Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar, and

Cha

services from May 12.

lga.rh. starting Tuesday, while
IndiGo has begun phased restoration of

said the statement.

IndiGo has restarted
flights from Delhi to
Jammu, Chandigarh and
Amritsar

However, no flights were
operated from Hyderabad
to any of these destina-
tions on Monday Indigo,
however, said flights to
and from Jammu,
Chandigarh, Leh,

Srinagar and Rajkot are
cancelled for May 13.
Airline officials said oper-
ations are being resumed
in phases and that flights
from Hyderabad will also
begin in the coming days.
They asked passengers to
check their websites for
real time updates on
schedules.

However, IndiGo's website

has already made book-
ings available for flights
from Hyderabad starting
May 13, 2025.
As per the schedule visible
on the airline’s portal
there are six flights to
Amritsar, seven to
Srinagar, four to Jammu
and two te Leh from
Hyderabad for tomorrow
Though the process of
restarting flights has
begun, full-fledged opera-
tions may take a few more
days to return to normal.
Passengers are advised to
stay updated through the
airlines’ official communi-
cation websites before
heading to the airport
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32 airports closed during
India-Pak conflict reopens

VINEETA PANDEY I DC
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

The government on
Monday reopened the 32
airports that were tem-
porarily shut for civil use
in the wake of the India,
Pakistan conflict and
Operation Sindoor.
Following the ceasefire
announcement between
the two nations, the gov-
ernment opened these
dual use airports after get-
ting a clearance from the
Indian Air Force (IAF)
which had taken control

of these airports for mili-
tary use. However, the air-
lines said they will take
some time to restart oper-
ations in some places.
Security measures that
were enhanced in all air-
ports across the country
will remain.

The airports shut during
India’s Operation Sindoor
were Adhampur, Ambala,
Amritsar, Awantipur,
Bathinda, Bhuj, Bikaner,
Chandigarh, Halwara,
Hindon, Jalsalmer,
Jammu, Jamnagar,
Jodhpur, Kandla, Kangra

(Gaggal), Keshod,
Kishangarh, Kullu Manali
(Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiana,

Mundra, Naliya,
Pathankot, Patiala,
Porbandar, Rajkot
(Hirasar), Sarsawa,

Shimla, Srinagar, Thoise
and Uttarlai
In a 5talemenl on
Monday, AAI said that the
32 airports that were
closed for civilian aircraft
rations till 0529 hours
May 15 are now avail-
able for aircraft opera-
tions with immediate
effect.
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32 airports to resume
ops, Air India flights
in routes affected

TDG NETWODRK

NEW T

Airports Authoriy of In-
dhia (AAT) on Monday an-
nounced that civilian flight
operations will resume at
32 airports that were tem-
porarily shut last week in
view of the military stand-
of T e bween India and Paki-
slan,

Adr India on Monday an-
nounced that it is work-
ing towards commencing
flights o and from Jammnm,
Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur,
Amritsar, Bhuj Jamnagar,
Chandigarh and Rajkot.

Air India toolk to X to an-
nounce this travel advisory,
The airlines said (hat their
teams are working to hring
operations at these airports

Back to nurmal.

“Following o notification
from aviation authorities
on the reopening of air-
poris, Air India 8 work-
ing towards progressively
commencing flights to and
froam Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhug,
Jamnagar, Chandigarh and
Bajkot. We appreciate your
understanding at this ime
as our teams work on bring-
ing operations al these air-
paoris back to normal, Please
stay tuned for further up-
dates,” Air India sadd.

In a stalement on Monday,
state-owned A Al szid the 32

airports that were closed for

civilian aireralt operations
1l 0529 hovrs of Moy 15 are
now availahle for operations
with immediate effect.
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Small private airport capex to rise
50-60% in next three fiscals: Crisil

TOG METWORK
KEW DELH!

Capital expenditure at zmall
privale airports- mearly
half of the overall upeom-
ing private airport capex
- will be up 30-60 per cenlt
on an average in the Ascals
2026252 compared with
previons three fiscal vears,
according to Crisil Ratings.

The rating agency asserted
that this will be driven by
capacity expansion due to
suhstantial increase in ter-
minal utilisation levels,

Capital expenditure, or
capex, is used to set up
Iomg-term physical or fived
assels,

O the olher hand, capex
at large private airports - me-
maining half of the overall
i peodiing privile alrporl
capex = will see a decline
during the same period as
inch ofthe capaeity expan-
sion has been completed or
is nearing completion.

Net-net, the overall -
pex of private airports will
shighily show down by 10-15

Crisil Ratings said it bas analysed 11
operating privale airports and two soon-
to-be-operational privale airports, which
account for more than 95 per cent of
India’s private airport passenger traffic.

per cent to Re 40,000 crore
over the next three years.

Crisil Ratings said it has
analysed 11 operating pri-
vitle aarports and (Wi sooT-
to-bhe-operational private
airparts, which account for
more than 95 per cent of
India's privale airport pas-
senger traffic.

Ankit Hal, Director, Cri-
il Ratings said small private
airports are expecied o am-
hark on a significant expan-
sion of up to L5 times their
currenl e by Recal 2028,

“T'his is in response o es-
calating travel demand and
mode rate capacity on the
groursl,” Huku said.

Strong demand, leading
to recovery of air traffie
movement, has vielded a
remarkable compound an-

nual growth rate (CAGR)
of 45 per centl in passenger
traffic at small private air-
ports between fiscal vears
2022 aryd 2025,

In comtrast, large private
airportsare expected fosee
a significant reduction in
caprcily addition following
suhstantial expansion over
the past three vears, which
has absorbed high traffic
prow th amd kepl lerninal
utilisation stable at B0-85
per cent.

“While capex intensity for
smmall private airporis will
rise tooover 2 times, project
risk will he manageahle
since these are expansions
of existing sole airports in
their respective cities,” said
Gauri Gupta, Team Leader,
Crisil Ratings.
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32 airports
reopenas
tensions ease

NEW DELHI, DHNS: All the
32 airports, which were
closed during the military
escalation between India
and Pakistan, reopened on
Monday, twodays after both
the countries announced a
ceasefire.

In a statement, Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
said, “In light of evolving
circumstances and dynam-
ic airspace conditions, com-
mercial flight operations
were temporarily suspend-
ed at 32 airports until 05:29
hoursofMay15.Itispleased
toinform that these airports
are now fully operational
for civil aircraft movements
with immediate effect.”

Passengers scheduled
to travel via these airports
are advised to stay updated
by checking flight status di-
rectly with their respective
airlines and monitor official
airline websites for the latest
information, it said.

The airports, which were
closed, included Chandi-
garh, Srinagar, Amritsar,
Ludhiana, Bhuntar, Kis-
hangarh, Patiala, Shimla,
Dharamsala, Bathinda,
Jaisalmer, Jodhpur, Leh,
Bikaner, Pathankot, Jammu,
Jamnagar, and Bhuj.
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32 airports
re-open

FPJ News Service

HEW DELHI

The temporary closure of 32
airports across northern and
western India for civil aireraft
operations amid India-Pakis-
tan tensions has been lifted
with immediate effect, the
Airport Authority of Indin
[AAl) stated on Monday,

In a press release, the AAl
stated that the airports” tem-
porary closure was initially set
to last until 05:28 hrs on May
15 but will now be mvailable for
civil aircmft operations.

"Attention Flyers: reference
notice lssued for temporary
closure of 32 Airports for civil
Aircraft operations till 05:29
hirs of 15 May 2025,

P Contdon | Nation

32 airports re-open

Itisinformed thatthese Airports are now avail-
ahle for civil Aireraft operations with immedi-
ate effect. It is recommended for travellers to
check flight status directly with Airlines and
maonitor Aidine’s websites for regularupdates”
the release read.

Meamwhile, Mohali Deputy Commissioner
also stated that Chandigarh Alrport was now
open for normal civil flight operations with
immediate effect 25 per information conveyed

by CEO of the Chandigarh International
Alrport Limited (CHIALY,

“Chandigarh AirPort @ixcairport is now
open for normal civil flight operations with
immedinte effect as per information conveyed
by CED CHIAL™ the DC Mohali stated on X,

Earlier on May 10, the Airports Authority of
Indin (AAl) and relevant sviation authorities
{ssued o series of Notices tn Airmen [ NOTANS)
announcing the closure of 32 alrports across
Northern and Western India for all civil flight
operations

They include Adhampur, Ambala, Amritsar,
Awantipur,  Bathinda, Bhuj Bikaner,
Chandigerh, Halwara, Hindon, Jaisalmer,
Jemmu, Jamnagar, Jodhpur, Kandls, Kangra
(Gageal), Keshod, Kishangarh, Kullu Manali
(Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiona, Mundra, Naliya,
Pathankot, Patiala, Porbandar, Rajkot (Hirasar),
Sorsawa, Shimla, Srinagar, Thoise and Uttarlai.
The Airports Authority of India (AAL) eadier
extended the tempomry closure of 25 seg-
ments of Adr Traffic Service (ATS) routes within
the Delhi and Mumbai Flight Information
Regicns (FIRS) due o operational reasons.
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IGIA runway to shut again mid-June

Neha LM Tripathi
neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHE The government has
begun preparations for one of
Delhi airport’s four runways to
be shut again in mid-June and
has instructed airlines to plan
flight cancellations, officials said
quoting civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu's discussion
with airlines on Tuesday.

Runway 28/10 of the Capital’s
IGI Airport needs to be shut for
its landing instruments to be
upgraded. The first attempt to do
this in April had to be aborted
within four weeks after flight
schedules descended into chaos,
with the airport unable to handle
its typical load of roughly 1,400
flights a day on three of its run-
ways.

A second attempt will be
made beginning June 15, which
will last 90 days. The period
identified by officials as rela-

f— -—or—-mv//

Closureofrunway 28/100on April 8 aﬂ‘ected operations. SALMANALUMT

tively leaner than at present
when many are expected to flyin
and out of the city for vacations.
“Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu called a meeting
with airlines on Tuesday morn-
ing and instructed them to start
preparing for the runway clo-
sure, which is expected to last
for around three months,” said
an official aware of the matter.

The minister has taken a pro-
active approach to avoid repeat-
ing the chaos that ensued in
April. “The minister also asked
the airlines to plan flight cancel-
lations in advance to minimise
inconvenience to passengers,”
said a second official aware of
the matter.

“He (Naidu) further asked the
airlines to propose all possible

measures that could be taken to
minimize the impact of the Tun-
way closure on passengers,” the
official added.

The high-level meeting was
held at the ministry of civil avia-
tion with comprehensive stake-
holder participation, including
representatives from all Indian
airlines, Airports Authority of
India (AAI), aviation secretary
Samir Kumar Sinha, Faiz Ahmed
Kidwai, the director general of
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), and Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar, chief executive officer
of Delhi International Airport
Ltd.

The renewed focus on
advance planning comes after a
chaotic episode in April when
Delhi airport authorities shut
runway 28/10 on April 8 to
upgrade its Instrument Landing
System (ILS) to CAT III B stan-
dards— an enhancement aimed
at enabling operations during

low-visibility conditions com-
mon in Delhi's foggy winters.
The runway's lighting system
alsoneeded to be extended from
650 to 900 metres.

However, by April 11, the air-
port began experiencing signifi-
cant flight delays, attributed to
poor planning among stakehold-
ers, including a lack of any man-
date for airlines to mandatorily
reduce services. The situation
was made worse by spells of
thunderstorms.

The crisis exposed critical
gaps in India’s aviation ecosys-
tem, particularly the absence of
a regulatory mechanism that can
enforce necessary adjustments
during planned infrastructure
work at critical hubs. Despite
being informed well in advance
about the runway closure, air-
lines had not reduced their flight
operations—a crucial step that
could have potentially mitigated
the chaos.
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EXPLORE WAYS TO
FELICITATE ARMED
FORCES, MINISTER
TELLS AIRLINES

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Civil aviation minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naidu on Tues-
day urged airlines to explore
ways to acknowledge the contri-
butions of the armed forces dur-
ing Operation Sindoor, officials
aware of the matter said.

Naidu made the suggestion
during a review meeting he
chaired with airlines and senior
aviation officials. The meeting
comes a day after Airports
Authority of India on Monday
announced the resumption of
civilian flight operations at 32
airports across northern and
western India, but temporarily
suspended flight operations
north of Delhi after drones were
spotted above some border dis-
tricts.

“The minister, during the dis-
cussion, urged airlines to
explore ways of acknowledging
the contributions of the armed
forces, such as through in-flight
announcements,” an official
close to the development said.
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Flight ops north of
Delhi see brief halt

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

MNEW DELHI: The Airports Author-
ity of India on Monday announced
the resumption of civilian flight
operations at 32 airports across
northern and western India, but
temporarily suspended flight oper-
ations north of Delhi after drones
were spotted above some border
districts.

turned back to land in the capital.
This was the first scheduled com-
mercial flight to Amritsar since the
airport reopened. The flight 6E
2045 took off at around 8.26 pm
but landed back in the capital
around 9.15pm. Several other
flights also rerouted to avoid the
area. According to multiple AAl
officials, a blackout in Amritsar,
possibly due to suspected drone
activity, led the diversion.

The airline issued a statement
cancelling flights in several cities
scheduled for Tuesday citing safety
COTCETTIS.

Earlier in the day, a fresh Notice
to Airmen (NOTAM) was issued
for reopening the international
flight routes, thus lifting the
restrictions that were initially
imposed till May 10 and then
extended till 5.2%9am on May 15.

“Attention Flyers: reference

notice issued for temporary clo-
sure of 32 airports for civil aircraft
operations till 0529 hrs of 15 May
2025. Itis informed that these Air-
ports are now available for civil
aircraft operations with immedi-
ate effect,” AAlsaid in a statement.
The ministry of civil aviation, in
a separate statement, confirmed
that the temporary closure has
been lifted, and advised travellers
to “check flight status directly with
the Airlines and monitor Airline’s
websites for regular updates™.
On May 7, the government sus-
pended civilian flight operations
trom the 32 airports across north-
ern and western India, including
Srimagar and Amritsar. AAL along
with other aviation authorities,
issued a series of NOTAMs
announcing the temporary clo-
sure of these airports for all civil-
ian flight operations. The suspen-
sion of operations followed India's
targeted strikes on nine terror
bases in Pakistan and Pakistan
occupied Kashmir in retaliation
for the April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack which claimed 26 lives.
The decision to reopen airports
and routes was taken after the IAF
early on Monday said “no activi-
ties” were reported in the border
areas. “The night remained largely
peaceful across Jammu and Kash-
mir and other areas along the

International Border. No incidents
have been reported, marking the
first calm night in recent days,”
said the [AF in a statement.

The IAF later advised AAl o
temporarily halt all flights north of
Delhi following reports of drone
sightings, AAI officials said. The
restrictions were withdrawn at
10.50pm.

Betore the late night halt, some
airports reopened on Monday
evening, They included Mundra,
Jamnagar, Rajkot, Porbandar,
Kandla, Bhuj and Keshod airports
in Gujarat; Jaisalmer, Kishangarh,
Jodhpur, Bikaner and Uttarlai air-
ports in Rajasthan; Adampur,
Ambala, Patiala, Bathinda, Hal-
wara, Pathankot, Chandigarh and
Ludhiana in Punjab; Srinagar,
Jammu and Awantipur airports in
J&K; Hindon and Sarsawa in UP;
Kullu, Shimla and Kangra in Him-
achal Pradesh; and Thoise and Leh
airports in Ladakh.

AirIndia Express said their ser-
vices will resume on routes includ-
ing Hindon-Bengaluru, Jammu-
Delhi, Jammu-Srinagar, and Srin-
agar-Delhi from Tuesday. “The
reinstatement of other flights... is
expected to follow from May 15,
the airline spokesperson said.

An Air India spokesperson
asked its customers to wait for the
updates.
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32 airports open for civil
ops as hostilities reduce

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Airports
Authority of India (AAT) on Mon-
day Issued Notices to Airmen
{NOTAMs) for the reopening of
32 airports across northern and
western India for civil flight
operations three days after their
temporary closure was extended
until Thursday next (May 15)
amid escalating India-Pakistan
conflict.

A separate NOTAM issued for
re-opening the international
flight routes said all 25 routes
were now available.

The decision to reopen air-
ports and routes came after the
Indian Air Force (IAF) early on
Monday said “no activities” were
reported in the border areas.

“The night remained largely
peaceful across Jammu and
Kashmir and other areas along
the international border. No
incidents have been reported,
marking the first calm night in
recent days,” said the IAF in a
statement

The authorities have started
reopening the airports, said two
officials from the AAL

The NOTAMs accessed by HT
said airports under the Mumbai
Flight Information Region, such
as Mundra, Jamnagar, Rajkot,
Porbandar, Kandla, Keshod, and
Bhuj, have been reopened while
Srinagar, Jammu, Hindon, Sar-
sawa, Uttarlai, Awantipur,
Ambala, Kollu, Ludhiana, Kis-
hangarh, Patiala, Shimla, Kan-
gra, Bathinda, Jaisalmer, Jodh-
pur, Bikaner, Halwara,
Pathankot, Leh, and Chandigarh
airports have been notified to
resume operations.

A NOTAM is a written notice
to  aviation stakeholders

The Chandigarh international airport bore adeserted look on
May 7 after early morning strikes on Pakistan. RAVIKUMAR HT PHOTD

announcing a particular change
in the airspace of an airport ora
country.

“The process of issuing
[NOTAMS to] all airports is
on-going and will be notified
soon,” an AAL official said, add-
ing that the resumption of (light
operations will depend on
respective airlines. "Reopening
an airport is not a time-consum-
ing process. The airlines have to
plan their Nights, which takes
time.”

A second AAI official said the
flight routes have been issued,
but it will take a couple of hours
for the airlines to start using
them.

The operations at the Delhi
airport continued, but some
flight schedules were impacted,
and security checks took longer
due to airspace conditions and
enhanced security measures as
per the Bureau of Civil Aviation

Security (BCAS) orders.

The BCAS on Thursday issued
an advisory for stricter security
protocols at airports across the
country amid tensions with Pak-
Istan.

The measures will be effective
until May 18, They barred visi-
tors from entering airports and
suspended the sale of visitor
tickets.

Additional passenger and
baggage checks were conducted
at boarding gates for all flights
apart from regular security
screenings.

The airports were closed fol-
lowing precision strikes at nine
terrorist targets in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) on Wednesday. The tar-
gets were hit as part of Opera-
tion Sindoor on May 7 in retalia-
tion to the April 22 terrorist
attack in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam.

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi chaired a meeting at
his residence on Monday, which
was attended by defence minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, external
affairs minister § Jaishankar,
national security adviser (NSA)
Ajit Doval and chief of defence
staff General Anil Chauhan.

Air Chief Marshal AP Singh,
Army chief General Upendra
Dwivedi, Navy chiel Admiral
Dinesh K Tripathi and foreign
secretary Vikram Misti were
among those who attended the
meeting.

Earlier on May L1, the PM had
given clear directions to the
Armed forces to respond to
cross-border firing and shelling
with full force, saying “Wahan se
goli chalegi, toh yahan se gola,”
sourees said.

They said the Operation Sin-
door is far from over, and India
will respond with bombs to
every Pakistani bullet fired from
across the Line of Control (LoC).

They said that the PM has said
enough is enough, “Wahan se
goli chalegi, toh yahan se gola
chalega.” (If they fire bullets
from there, we will respond with
bombs). The turning point was
the attacks on the air bases, they
said. "If they fire, we will fire,
and if they attack, we will
attack.” sources added.

Following India and Pakistan's
understanding on the cessation
of hostilities, the Indian Air Force
informed that the tasks assigned

PM Modi holds review
meet with top officials

PM Modi and Union ministers
ata meeting with senior
officials on Monday. ANl

to it in Operation Sindoor had
been completed with “precision”
and “professionalism.”

They further informed that
the operations are still ongoing
and have not finished. According
to their post on "X, a special
briefing regarding the same will
be conducted in due course.

The Indian Air Force also
urged everyone to refrain from
speculation and disseminate
unverified information.

“The Indian Air Force (IAF)
has successfully executed its
assigned tasks in Operation Sin-
door, with precision and profes-
sionalism. Operations were con-
ducted in a deliberate and dis-
creet manner, aligned with
National Objectives. Since the
Operations are still ongoing, a
detailed briefing will be con-
ducted in due course. The IAF

all to refrain from -
ﬁ{liesa.nd dissemination nﬁﬁ-
ified information”, the Indian
Air Force posted on X.

Operation Sindoor was
launched on May 7 to strike mul-
tiple terror sites in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied-Kashmir
after the Pahalgam attack.
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‘32 airports that were closed

now available for operations’

The Airports Authority of India (AAI) on Monday
announced that civilian flight operations will
resume at 32 airports that were temporarily shut
last week in view of the military standoft
between India and Pakistan. Security measures
were enhanced, and at least 32 airports in
northern and western parts of the country were
temporarily shut. “It is recommended for
travellers to check flight status directly with
airlines and monitor airlines’ websites for regular
updates,” the AAI said in a statement. e
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Airlines to resume flights
to 32 airports by May 15

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE i bew Deit

CIVIL Aviation Mindster Ram Mohan Naldu on Tuesday sabd
expressed opllmlsm that alfiines would resame thelr normal
operati ons (o the 32 elosed airports from May 15

AlrIndin sadd it would oporate to the alrports from Wednes-
day. An Alr Indla spokesperson snid, “We will b progressive.
Iy operating to almost all the airparts from omorrow (May
140" The minister released o statement to this effect after
hobding & review mesting with top officials and mepresenta
tives of all airlines in New Delhi. The Minister said. *'With
the NOTAM (Motice o Alrmenjonding on Moy 15, sugpested
that airlines resume thelr normal achedules from the 15th
across all 32 airports for which the NOTAM was issued. ATl
alines responded posithely to this suggestion,™

A Ministry source said, “At present, partial operations are
taking place. The full-Bedped operatlons will resume from bMay
15" The NOTAM o close 32 alrports in the North and Western
Inilis wpto May 15(5. 2% am)was 1ssued by the Alrports Author-
ity of Indis on May® a5 a precautionary step after the launch
al Operation Sindoar. A revised NOTAM by AAI said the air
ports would apen for commercial operations from May 12, bat
leading airlines ke Inligo and Air Indiahad stated they would
ot operate Mghts to specifiec alrports 0 May 13,

This was on aceonmt af uneonfirmed reporis of drone at-
tmcks by Pakiston af o fow cltles.

Q

WIth the NOTAM
[Motice o Alnmen]
Enading on May 15, 1
suggested that
Alrines resuma thelr
normal schedules
from May 15 across
all 32 arponts

Flam Mohan Nakgs, O
ol mhige bhinit e

Precaution

The NOTAM 1o
dowe 32 alrports In
the Morth and
Westem inda up o
May 15 was sued
by the Alrports
Authorty of Inda
a% & precautionary
Atep afher
Operation Sindoor.
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Temporary closure of 32 airports
lifted after India-Pakistan ceasefire

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

India reopened its 32 airports
on Monday that had been
shut since May 9, owing to
the conflict between India
and Pakistan.

The Centre ordered the
closure of airspace across
northern and western India,
including Srinagar and Amrit-
sar, from May 9 to May 15
due to the military standoff
between India and Pakistan.

"Temporary closure of32
Airports for civil Aircraft oper-
ationstill 05:29 hrs of 15 May
2025 has been lifted. These
Airports are now available
for civil Aircraft operations
with immediate effect,"
according to a Civil Aviation
Ministry statement.

Travellers are advised to
check flight status directly

with the Airlines and monitor
airlines’ websites for regular
updates.

The Airports Authority of
India (AAIL) and other relevant
aviation bodies had issued a
series of Notices to Airmen
(NOTAMS), announcing the
temporary suspension of civil
flight operations at 32 airports
in Northern and Western
India. Major airports affected
include Chandigarh, Srinagar,
Amritsar, Ludhiana, Bhuntar,
Kishangarh, Patiala, Shimla,
Dharamsala, and Bathinda.

Travellers are advised
to check flight status
directly with the Air-
lines and monitor air-
lines' websites for
regular updates.

Additionally, strategically
important locations such as
Jaisalmer, Jodhpur, Leh,
Bikaner, Pathankot, Jammu,
Jamnagar, and Bhuj were
also closed.

India and Pakistan on
Saturday reached an "under-
standing” to stop all firings
and military actions onland,
air, and sea, with immediate
effect. This indicates a sig-
nificant de-escalation in the
heightened military alert
that had followed recent
hostilities with the neigh-
bouring country.
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Civilian flight operation restored at
J-K’s Srinagar international airport

AGENCIES
SRINAGAR, 12 MAY

Jammu and Kashmir's Sri-
nagar international airport
is one of the 32 airports in
the country where NOTAM
was revoked on Monday.
An official statement said
that Srinagar International
Airportis among the 32 air-
ports now reopening for
civilian flights amid a cease-
fire announced by India
and Pakistan following four
days of hostilities.
“Attention Flyers: refer-
ence notice issued for tem-
porary closure of 32 Airports
for civil Aircraft operations
till 05:29 hrs of 15 May 2025.
It is informed that these
Airports are now available
for civil Aircraft operations
with immediate effect,” said
anotification issued by the
Corporate Communications

Directorate, Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI).

“It is recommended for
travellers to check flight
status directly with airlines
and their websites for regular
updates,” it stated

While Srinagar airport
is a defence airport, the clo-
sure NOTAM has been
revoked, and Srinagar Airport
is ready to facilitate flight
operations. After cessation
of hostilities between the
two countries, a modicum
of peace has returned to
the border areas along the
740-km-long Line of Control
(LoC) and the 240-km-long
International Border (IB)
in J-K.

Security forces have
advised border residents
that they should not hurry
back to their homes as there
are unexploded shells which
are being defused.

“Once the unexploded
shells are defused, the areas
along the LoC and the IB
would be safe for the return
of the people living along
the borders,” the security
forces said. Official estimates
said over 200 houses and
shops have been destroyed
in Uri, Kupwara, Bandipora,
Poonch, Rajouri, Samba,
Jammu and Kathua districts.

There has been calm
through the LoC and the IB
in]J-K, as also in neighbouring
Punjab and elsewhere along
the International Border
between the two countries.

Scores of civilians injured
in indiscriminate mortar
shelling by Pakistan are
being treated in various hos-
pitals in Jammu and Srinagar
in addition to those with
minor injuries being treated
atvarious district hospitals
across the union territory.
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Post ceasefire, flights
from Shimla airport
toresume today

TRIRINE NPWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MAYLE
Flights from the Shimla msr-
port are set io resume as the
situation starts 1o get back to
normul after India and Pok-
ietan apreed 1o 8 esageline A
'|'l|'.'|h|"illl.'l|'ll1.'l'!]l'£l't!1l’!"l‘l‘i‘||_
theairport isnow open and all
Dights will be operational
freim 'Fl.u.-:q.l..-l_'-' onvwands.

The Shimba aarport author-
ties hove advised people to
chiock  thrr fght status
directly with wirlines and also
momafor airline's wehsite for
regular updates, The asport
authorities hawe alsoconduet:
e an inspertion of infrastruc-
ture and installatinns towards
airgide and the ety side in
whichall fcilities were found
1o b serviceshle.

The Afrperts Authorty of
India, in o press note here
issued today, men tioned thst
the civil operations in 32 mir-
portd were dosed Gl 529 pm

on My 15, It stoted that the
airports wene now availshlie
for dvil gircraft operations
with immiechio e eled.

Along wilh the Shimla A
port, flights hove also
resumed from the Gogpgal
and Bhuntar sirports. Locat-
e ot Jubbarhatti in Shamia,
the Shimla ninport is the onby
domesti airport in the state
cugital, The airpart i erueial
from Wourism potnd of view
85 it provides aireraft servie
£a to New Diefhil Dhammsala
and Ammntear

The Mights from the Shimla
alrport were suspended in
viesy of “Operation Sindoor™
thet was lounched by the
Indinn Army on May 7 alter
the terrorist attack at Pahal
gam in Jammu and Kashmir
on April 22 in which over 26
civilians were shit by temor
1y, The Shimle Airport {8
ome of the 32 pimports from
where airline services were
tempormrily suspended.
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Mumbai ATC:
With Flying
Colours

o

Praises have been flying in
for the air traffic control
(ATC) at Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) for its
exceptional work in
managing the increased
air traffic.

The air traffic diverted
southwards after the
rising tensions between
India and Pakistan.

After India's action against
the Pahalgam terror
attack, Pakistan closed its
airspace for Indian aircraft,
which increased airspace
congestion above Gujarat
and Maharashtra.

120 increased load of

daily flights handled by
Mumbai ATC

Action taken: Additional
staff deployed, including
raclar controllers

450 Daily flights, after
Operation Sindoor started

. Mumbai ATC
managed
arocund 400-

450 additional flights
daily on top of their
regular load with utmost
precision and calm. In

moments of challenge,
Mumbai ATC rose with
quiet excellence. Their
vigilance kept India
moving.
Murlidhar Mohaol
State minister for
civil awiation

TEXT: Dhairya Gajra
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32 airports reopen
for civil flights after
temporary closure

GKNews Service
New Defhi, May12

The temporary suspension of
civil aircraft operations at 32
airports across the country,
has been officially lifted. All
affected airports are now open
for civilian flight operations.
The Ministry of Civil Aviation
confirmed the resumption of
services, stating that normal
operations may now proceed at
these locations, Travellers are
strongly advised to check the
status of their flights directly
with airlines and tostay updat
edthrough airl e websites and
official communication chan-
nels, as schedules may be sub-
ject to change during the transi-
tign hack to regular operations.



AIRPUR ISAUT HC’R!TY OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

GREATER KASHMIE SRINAGAR 13 MAY 2025&

Small private airport capex in India
torise 50-60% in next 3 fiscals: Crisil

LANS
New Delhi, May 12

Capital expenditure (capex)
at small private airports in
India — nearly half of the
overallupcoming private air
port capex — will be up 50-60
per cent on average in fiscals
2026-2028 compared with
previous three fiscal vears,
areport showed on Monday.

This will be driven by
capacity expansion due
to substantial increase in
terminal utilisation levels,
according to the report by
Crisil Ratings.

On the other hand, capex
at large private airporis -
remaining half of the over-

all upcoming private airport
capex - will see a decline
during the same period as
much of the capacity expan-
sion has been completed or is
nearing completion.

“Small private airports
are expected to embark on
a significant expansion of
upto 1.5 times of their current
base by fiscal 2028, This is in
response to escalating travel
demand and moderate capac-
ity on the ground. Strong
demand leading to recovery
of air traffic movement has
vielded a remarkable com-
pound annual growth rate
{CAGR) of 45 per cent in pas-
senger traffic at small private
airports between fiscals 2022

and 2025,” said Ankit Haku,
Director, Crisil Ratings.
However, capacity growth
at these airports has been
relatively sluggish, with a
modest CAGR of 20 per cent
over this period, resulting
in terminal utilization levels
increasing from 60 per cent to
90 per cent and a need to build
additional capacity, headded.
Additionally, greenfield air
ports are set o become opera
tional this fiscal yvear, with
minimal capital expenditure
required going forward, Ther
strategic locations in or near
Tier 1 cities mimimise offtake
rizk, enahlinga smooth rampup
of paszenger and cargo volumes,
Full Text on greaterkashmircom

e ——
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IndiGo flights connecting six
airports will resume today

IndiGo on Tuesday said scheduled flights from
six airports, including Jammu and Amritsar, will
progressively resume from Wednesday, On
Monday, the airline had cancelled irs fights to
and from Jammu, Amritsar, Chandigarh, Leh,
Srinagar, and Rajkot for Tuesday. “Each flight is
being reinstated with meticulous coordination —
ensuring every journey is seamless, secure and
on track,” IndiGo zaid in a post on X, These six
airports are among the 32 airports that were
reopened for civilian flights on Monday after
being temporarily shut. =
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Erumely airport: govt. seeks
to speed up land acquisition

Aimed at expediting land acquisition for the
Sabarimala greenfield international airport, the
authorities will soon open a special tehsildar
office in Erumely or Kanjirappally in Kerala.
Official sources said a special tehsildar too would
be appointed for coordinating the acquisition
process. An office of the general land acquisition
tehsildar under the Revenue department had
already launched proceedings for a detailed
survey of land.
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SRINAGAR, JAMMU, HINDON, BATHINDA
Airports open, flights
Oon some routes resume

SUKALPSHARMA
MEW DELHI MAY 13

WITH THE reopening of 32 air-
peorts shut amid India-Pakistan
hestilities innorthern and west -
ern india from Monday, some
cammercial Might operations
were seen alb airports like
Srinagar, Jammu, Bathinda,
Adampur, Shimla, and Hindon
Tuesday by Air india Express, Air
Irdia, Spicejet, Alliance Adr, and
Star Adr, according o Might rack-
ing data and information fram
Al ine sources

Air India Express operated
flights on Hindon -Benga hiru,
Jammu-Dethi, Jamms-Seinagar,
and Srinagar-Dedhi moutes, nline

with the resumplion plan s par-
et Adr India also restarted oper-
ations between Srinagar and
Delhi, Spicelet also aperated
flights between Srinagar and
Dl Tuesday, Regional airhine
Alliance Air operated fights on
Dethi-Shimla and Dethi-Bathinda
routes, and Star Air on Adampu
{Jakandhar -Himdon route
Accordingo frdusiry sourres
scheduled civil ight aperations
at the affected airports ane ex.
pectedinbe fully resinred over the
ol few days ina phased man-
ner Civil Aviation Minister K Ram
Maodan Naicly suggested to air-
[brwes o pesme sorrnal sched ules
across the Affecied alrports from
Thursday Adl airdines “responded
postively”, Maidu sad on 3
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Civil aviation minister meets airline
representatives onairport closures

New Delhi/Mumbai: Civil aviation minister K. Bammehan
Maidu, alonz withseniorofficials, helda meeting with aidines rep
resentativeson Tuesday, and discussed the fight disraptionsduc
o airport closures, lowering tax on jet fueland other issues. At the
meeting, the aviation minister also asked the airines to look at
waysof acknowledging the contributions mesde by thearmed for-
s, P
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Small pvt airports’ capex may rise
50-60% annually over next 3 years

MUMBALI: Capital expenditure
(capex) of small private airports
is expected to rise 50-60 per cent
annually over the next three
years, driven by capacity expan-
sion on account of a substantial
increase in terminal utilisation
levels, ratings agency Crisil said
on Monday.

On the other hand, capex
at large private airports will
seefﬁec?ine durinrpie same
period, as much of the capacity
expansion has been completed
or nearing completion, it added.

However, the overall c
of private airports will ski aﬁﬂ}r
slow down by 10-15 per cent
to around Rs 40,000 crore over
the next three years, as per the
ratings a V.

Crisil said its analysis is
based on the capex of 11 oper-
ating private airports and two
soon-to-be-operational pri-
vate airports, which together
account for more than 95 per
cent of India’s private airport
passenger traffic.

For this study, small private

irports are classified as those
;vnﬂmi'li:apacity of less than 20 mil-
lion passengers per annum and
located in Ahmedabad, Guwa-
hati, Jaipur, Trivandrum, Man-
galore, Lucknow and Goa, while
the large private airports are
classified as those with more
than 20 million passengers or
located in Delhi-NCR, Mum-
bai MMR (Mumbai Metropol-
itan Region), Bangalore and
Hyderabad.

Capex at small private air-
ports will be up 50-60 per cent
on average in fiscals 2026-2028
compared to the previous three
fiscal years. This will be driven

'However, the
overall capex of
private airports will
slightly slow down
by 10-15 per

cent to around Rs
40,000 crore over
the next three years'

by capacity expansion due toa
substantial increase in termi-

nal utilisation levels, Crisil said.

On the other hand, capexat
large private airports will seea
dafegline during £1P: same period,
as much of the capacity expan-
sion has been completed or is
nearing completion.

“Small private airports are
expected to embark on a sig-
nificant expansion of up to 1.5
times their current base by fiscal
2028. This is in response to esca-
lating travel demand and mod-
erate capacity on the ground,”
said Ankit Haku, Director at
Crisil Ratin

Strong de dgsma.nd leading to
recovery of air traffic movement
has yielded a remarkable com-
pound annual growth rate of
around 45 per cent in passenger
traffic at small private airports
between fiscals 2022 and 2025.

However, capacity growth

at these airports has been rela-
tively sluggish, with a modest
CAGR of around 20 per cent
over this period, resulting in ter-
minal utilisation levels increas-
ing from around 60-90 per cent
and a need to build additional
capacity, Haku added.

In contrast, large private air-
ports are expected to see a sig-
nificant reduction in capacity
addition, following substantial
expansion over the past three
years, which has absorbed high
traffic growth and kept termi-
nal uti?isaiinn stable at 80-85

r cent, Crisil said.

Additionally, greenfield air-
ports are set to become oper-
ational this fiscal year, with
minimal capital expenditure
required going forward. Their
strategic locations in or near
tier-1 cities minimise off-take
risk, enabling a smooth ramp-
up of passenger and cargo
volumes.

As a result, in the medium
term, most capital expenditure
will be allocated towards main-
tenance - refurbishing equip-
ment, upgrading amenities
and developing infrastructure
- rather than expanding capac-
ity; the ratings agency said.

“While capex intensity for
small private airports will rise
to over 2 times, project risk will
be manageable since these are
expansions of existing sole air-
ports in their respective cities.
Further, their sponsors’ exper-
tise in operating large private
airports and their strong fund-
raising capabilities also mitigate
some of the risks," said Gauri
Gupta, team leader at Crisil
Ratings. AGENCIES
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‘Small private airports’ capex
to rise 50-60 per cent annually’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Mumbai

private airports is expected to

rise 50-60 per cent annually over
the next three years, driven by capacity
expansion on account of a substantial
increase in terminal utilisation levels, rat-
ings agency Crisil said on Monday.

On the other hand, capital expenditure
(capex) at large private airports will see
a decline during the same period, as
much of the capacity expansion has been
completed or nearing completion, it
added. However, the overall capex of pri-
vate airports will slightly slow down by
10-15 per cent to around Rs 40,000 crore
over the next three years, as per the rat-
ings agency. Crisil said its analysis is
based on the capex of 11 operating pri-
vate airports and two soon-to-be-oper-
ational private airports, which together
account for more than 95 per cent of
India’s private airport passenger traffic.

For this study, small private airports are
classified as those with capacity of less
than 20 million passengers per annum
and located in Ahmedabad, Guwahati,
Jaipur, Trivandrum, Mangalore, Lucknow
and Goa, while the large private airports
are classified as those with more than 20
million passengers or located in Delhi-
NCR, MumE:Li MMR (Mumbai
Metropolitan Region), Bangalore and
Hyderabad. Capex at small private air-
ports will be up 50-60 per cent on aver-
age in fiscals 2026-2028 compared to the
previous three fiscal years. This will be
driven by capacity expansion due to a
substantial increase in terminal utilisa-
tion levels, Crisil said.

On the other hand, capex at large pri-
vate airports will see a decline during the
same period, as much of the capacity
expansion has been completed or is near-
ing completion.

e private airports are expected to
embark on a significant expansion of up

Cnpi:al expenditure (capex) of small

to 1.5 times their current base by fiscal
2028. This is in response to escalating
travel demand and moderate capacity on
the ground,” said Ankit Haku, Director
at Crisil Ratings.

Stmntg demand leading to recovery of
air traffic movement has yielded a
remarkable compound annual growth
rate of around 45 per cent in passenger
traffic at small private airports between
fiscals 2022 and 2025.

However, capacity growth at these air-
ports has been relatively sluggish, with a
modest CAGR of around 20 per cent over
this period, resulting in terminal utilisa-
tion levels increasing from around 60-90
per cent and a need to build additional
capacity, Haku added.

In contrast, Iarge private airports are
expected to see a significant reduction in
capacity addition, following substantial
expansion over the past three years,
which has absorbed high traffic growth
and kept terminal utilisation stable at 80-
85 per cent, Crisil said.

Additionally, greenfield airports are set
to become operational this fiscal year,
with minimal capital expenditure
required going forward. Their strategic
locations in or near tier-1 cities minimise
off-take risk, enabling a smooth ramp-
up of passenger and cargo volumes.

As a result, in the medium term, most
capital expenditure will be allocated
towards maintenance — refurbishing
equipment, upgrading amenities and
developing infrastructure — rather than

ing capacity, the mnn.%s agency said.

“While capex intensity for small pri-
vate airports will rise to over 2 times, pro-
ject risk will be manageable since these
are expansions of existing sole airports
in their respective cities. Further, their
sponsors’ expertise in operating la.rge pri-
vate airports and their strong fundrais-
ing capabilities also mitigate some of the
risks,” said Gauri Gupta, team leader at
Crisil Ratings.
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Airports reopen

= NEW DELHE All 32 alrports
that were temporarily
shiit owlng to alrspace
restrictions following the
escalation of tensions be-
tween India and Paklstan
were reopened on Mon-
day. Adrlines said they
had begun preparations
0 resume operatlons at
these \
NATION
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32 shut airports reopen,
airlines fasten seatbelts

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: 41132 alrports that
were temporarily shut owlng
o airspace restricttons fioll ow-
ing the escalation of tensions
between India and Paklistan
were reopened on Monday.

Thedecislon was taken two
days after the announcement
of an agreement between the
two coumntries for the cessation
of hostilities.

“In Mght of evolving clir-
cumstances and dynamic alr-
space conditions, commerclal
fight operations were tempo-
rarily suspended at 32 Alrports
until 05:29 hirs of May 15th, 2025,
115 pleased to inform that these
Afrports are now fully opara-
tlonal for Civil Alreraft move
ments with immediate effect,”
the Alrports Authority of India
announcad on 3

The civil aviation minisiry
advised travellers to check
alrlines’ wehsites for fight
status and updates,

Welcomlng the declslon,
alriines such as Alr India, Ind-
Go and Spicedet said they had
started working to commence
operatlons at these Alrports.

“Following a notification
from avlation authorities on
the reopening of atrports, Alr
India Is working towards pro-
gressively commencing flights
to and from Jammu, Srinagar,
Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhuy,
Jamnagar, Chandigarh and
Rajkot. We appreciate yourun-
derstanding at this Hme as our
teams work on bringing opera-
tions at these alrports hack to
normal,” Alr India said.

Delhl alrport sald In & post
on X It was great news that
things were getiing back to
normal.

“Thank you for your pa-
tlence. Please check with your
afrline for the latest flight in-
formation and safe travels!"
the alrport posted.

The aviation anthorities
had on Friday announced
the temporary closure of 32

alrports across northern and
western India t1 May 15 over
security and operational is-
#ies In the aftermath of Oper-
atlon Sindoot,

The affected alrports wera
Srinagar, Chandigarh, Adam-
pur, Ambala, Amritsar, Awan-
tipur, Bathinda, Bh, Bikaner,
Halwara, Hindon, Jaisalmer,
Jammu, Jamnagar, Jodhpur,
Kandla, Kangra, Keshod, Kis-
hangarh, Kullu Manall, Leh,
Ludhiana, Mundra, Naliya,
Pathankot, Patlala, Porban-
dar, Rajkot, Sarsawa, Shimila,
Tholse and Uttariad.

IndiGo cancellations
Late on Monday, InfiGo an-
noinced that flights toand from
Srinagar, Jammu, Leh, Am-
dtsar, Chandgarh and Rajkot
stood cancelled on Tuesday.

The alrline cited “latest
developments". Earlier in the
evening, a Delhl-Amritsar [n-
diGo filght had turned back
after a precantional blackout
In Amritsar.
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32 closed airports
reopen, airlines
resume flights

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Allthe32airports
in north, west and central In-
dia that were closed for com-
mercial operations since May
7reopened at 10.30am Monday
following the India-Pakistan
ceasefire.

Accordingly; airlines
started resuming operations
to their network stations in
these 32 places from Monday
itself and expect to restore the
suspended  350-400 daily
flights in the next few days.
Clearing the backlog of
stranded passengers will take
a few days, and airlines have
said they will operate extra
flightstodo that.
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Airports reopen after
Indo-Pak ceasefire

‘Flyers Have Been

Advised To Check
With Airlines For
Flight Updates'

Trues News Nerwoas

Ahmedabad: All airports in
Cujarat resumed operstions
following a cemseline between
India and Pakistan after days
of eross-border tensions du-
ring Operation Sindoor

Afrportssecrnss Gujarst, in-
cluding Rajked, Bhuj, Jamini
gar, Kandls, Porbandnr, Mumd-
ra, and Keshod, reapensd forel
vilian flights

The temporary closure, en
forced ns 8 precaution amid
cross-horder tensions, disrup-
tod trevve ] oeross 52 sonsitivezo
nes near the border or key Indi-
an Alr Foree (IAF) Ihstalln
tions.

Gujaral’s strategic western
corridor was significantly al-
ferted, particularly given the
prEser of boih commercial
and duak-use military airports

Accordingioaseriesal KO
TAMs (notice to airmen) issu-
edearlier, airspace restrictions

Alrfnes have begun rebooking and
rescheduling services

were to be in foree until May 15
However, with the censelire an
nuncement, fight operations
are heing restored. With opera
tions restarting, som nye
and time adjustme are
still vxpeciod. Passensers are
advised to check with airfines
for the latest Might updates.
Airports in Gujarat, inclu-
ding Rajkot (Hirasar), Bhul
Juinnag Kandla, Mundr.
! Naliya. and K

i

nal carriers and private :
nies have begun rebooking and
rescheduling services

IndiGo issued an advisory

on Sunday, statine “In line
with the latest govt directives,
the airports are open for opers-
tion=s. We will progress W
commence operations on the
proviously closed row " The
mirline also extended is
changs and cancs on fes
watver for affected flights until
May .

Similarly, Alr India anne
unced that flights to and from
Rajkot, Bhu), Jamnagar, and
other reopensed airports would
resume gradueally wging pas
sengers o monitor schedules
and exerciss PaLiENCE 85 Oper-
Phixias porimiadise,

While Raikot Internut ional
Adrport is now open Tor civil
operations, mno  scheduled
flighta aperated an Manday In
diGo is sot to resume Limited
services from May 1 (Toes
dav), beginning with flight on
the Mumbai-Rajkot-Mumbai
Foute.

On Moy M (Wednesdayvh,
two flights  (Mumbai-Rajk
Mumbai) and (DelhiRajke
Delhiy — will be operations
Full s
diGo was expected o r
from My 15, Conflrmatio
gurding Air India’s operations
was still awaited
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32 closed airports reopen,
airlines resume ﬂlght ops

Hi!DI'EEI'IEI]DI‘IH| plc

L I T e

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: All the 32 airports in
north, west and central India that
were closed for commercial oper-
ations since May 7 reopened at
10.30am Monday following the In-
dia-Pakistan ceasefire.

Accordingly, airlines started re-
suming operations to their net-
work stations in these 32 places
from Monday itself and expect to
restore the suspended 350-400 daily
flights in the next few days. Clear-
ingthebacklogof stranded passen-
gers will take a few days, and air-
lines havesaid they willoperateex-
traflights todo that.

Amongthe 32airports tempora-
rily closed are Srinagar, Jammu,
Leh, Chandigarh, Amritsar, Bi-
kaner; Hindon, Jaisalmer, Jodh-
pur, Kandla, Kishangarh, Kullu
(Bhuntar), Ludhiana, Rajkot (Hi-
rasar)and Shimla.

IndiGo 6E 2247 Delhi-Jammu
was among the first resumed
flights when it took off from IGTA
at 6.34pm Monday “Flight oper-
ation was smoothly conducted at
Jammu airport (Monday)! IndiGo
6E 2247 landed from Delhi & return
flight 6E 5642 departed for Delhi,”
Jammu airport said on X. IndiGo
also resumed its Delhi-Chandi-
garh and Delhi-Amritsar flights on
Monday, “Over the course of the
next few days more flights will re-
sume gradually across the net-
work,"” the airline said.

Air India said it will “progres-
sively resume flights to and from
Jammu, Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur,
Amritsar, Bhuj, Jamnagar, Chan-
digarh and Rajkot starting Tues-
day (May 13). Bookings for these
sectors are now open.”

Air India Express said it would
start resuming operations to the
previously closed airports on
Tuesday (May 13) with Hindon-
Bengaluru, Jammu-Delhi, Jam-

SHAHEED BHAGAT SINGH
INATIONAL AIRPORT, CHANDIGARH

T 1 | I L
IndiGo resumed its Delhi-Chandigarh
and Delhi-Amritsar flights on Monday

mu-Srinagar, and Srinagar-Delhi.
Hindon-Mumbaiisscheduled tore-
sume from Wednesday and “rein-
statement of other flights. includ-
ing international services from
Amritsar, is expected to follow
from May 157, the airline said, add-
ing it will “gradually reinstate
flight operations from previously
closed airports following the lift-
ing of notice to airmen by the au-
thorities™.

Other airlines also said they
would resume flights to the cities
on their networks.

“Flight services to and from
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Interna-
tional Airport, Chandigarh, have
resumed as of 10.30am on May 12,
2025. Passengers are advised to
check with their respective air-
lines for updated schedules,”
Chandigarh airport posted on X.

India had closed airports and
some segments of air traffic ser-
vice routes within the Delhi and
Mumbai flight information re-
gions to ensure civilian traffic re-
mains out of harm’'s way as Pakis-
tan was targeting cities and civil-
ians here. Pakistan, however, did
not do so and, in fact, had resorted
to using civilian planes in its air-
space as shields.
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After 32 airports

reopen, some
flights cancelled

New Delhi: All thedZairports
In north, west anl central In-
din that were closed for com-
mereial operations since May
T reopened at 10 30am Monday
Aceordingly alrlines started
resuming operations to their
nefwork stations in these &2
plivces from Momday [tsell
nnd expect to restore the s
spended 350400 daily Nights
in the next few days.

However, amid drone in-
trusions over the border re-
glons of J&K, Rajasthan and
Punjab on Mordlay evening
IndiGo cancelled fights o
anl I Ammii, Amritsar
Chamnfigarh, Leh, Srinagar
aned Bajkot for Tuesday

* Delhi-lammu flight, P &

Delhi-Jammu
IndiGo flight
was first to

resume op

b Continued from page 1

mong Lhe 32 alrports o
¥ \ resume operstions ame
Fi Srinagar, Jammu, Leh,
Chandlgirh. Amiltean Bikan
e, Hindon, Jatsslmer Jodhpar,
Kandla, Kishangarh, Kulln
(Bhuntar), Lodhinnn, Rajkot
(Hirazar) and Shimla
Tnd iGen GE 2247 Dislhi-Jame
mu was among the first re
sumed Mights when ook ol
froam IGLA at 6.34pm Monday
"Flight aperation Was
smoothly conducted at Jam-
mu alrport (Monday ¥ IndiGo
ik 2247 landed from Delhit &
return flight 6E 5642 departed
for Delhi,” Jammu airpart
said on X Indifo also re
sumed its Dethi-Chandigarh
and Dellil-Amritsar Dights on
Mondwe “Owver the course of
thie next few davs more Mights
will restime gradtundly scross
the network,” the airline said
Alr lndba said 1t will “pro-
pressively resums flight= o
and from Jammu, Srinagar
Leh. Jodhpur: Bhij, Jamnagnr,
Chandigarh and Rajkot start
ing Tuesdoy. Bookings for
these saciors are now open.”
Alr Inilia Express sald i would
start resuming operations o
the previously closed airports
on Tuesday (May L3 with Hin-
don-Bengaluro, Jammuo-Delhi,
Jammu-Srinagae and Srin
gar-Delhl. Hindon-Mumbai is
schisduled 10 resume  from
Weldnesdey and  “reinstate-
mentof other flights, including
Internntbonal services from
Amritsar, is expected to fallow
from My Ehne ] e sabd
Other airlines also =aid
they would resume flghts o
thie el bes on thedr networks,
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After 32 airports
reopen, some
flights cancelled

Tmars Newes Nerwann

New Delhi: Al the & airpor
innorth, west and central lnd
that were closed for commer
al operations since May 7 e
pened at 30 30am Mondey fill
wing the India-Pakistan ceas
fire. Accordingly airines sta
ted resuamning operations to the
nitwork statlons in these 32 pl
05 from Mondsy tisell and e
pect lorestore thesuspended 25
400 daily fights in the next fo
daye Clamrmg the backlog
stranded passengers will tuke
few days. Adrlines said they wi
operwte exira flights todo that

*Continued on P10

IndiGo Delhi to
Jammu was
among first

resumed flights

FFromPl

A mong the 32 airports o

\ resume operEtions A
A Srinagar, Jammu, Leh,
Chandigaarh, Amritsar, Bikan-
er, Hindon, Jaisatmer, Jodhpur,
Kanedln, Kishangarh, Kol
(Bhuntar), Ludhians, Rajkot
(Hirmsar)amd Shimla.

IndiGo 6E 2247 Delhi-Jam-
m wis among the st pe
sumied Mights when it ok off
froen TG1A st Gipm Moniday
“Filght mpersation was ssnoathly
conducted ot Jammu alrport
inbonclay)! I GE 2247 kand
o from Delhi & return flight 6E
6612 departed for Delhi," Jam
it brpoart saidd on X, IndiGoal
=0 resumed its Delhi-Chandi
garh  and  Delhb-Amriisar
fights on Monday “Over the
course of the pext few days
v KlbEhits will resuome gradu
ally macmoss the network.” the
airiine said.

Adr India snid it will “pro-
greaaively resume flights to and
fromi Janemi, Srinagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amritear, Bhugj, Jam
nngar, Chamdizarh and Rajhot
starting Tuesday, Bookings for
Vhiese sectnns Are now open.

Alr Indin Express sabd It
would start resuming oper-
atinns 1o (he preyiosly elosed
alrports on Tuesdmy (May 15
with Hindon-Bengaluru, Jam
mieDethl,  Jnmmu-Srinigar
and SrinagnrDokhi.

Hindon-Mumbat 18 sched
k]t resume from Wednesday
and “reinstalement of  other
Migghits, Eclinding inlernt ol
services from Amritsar b8 ex-
pected (o odlowy from May 157,
the airline said

Other airdines alao said
they would resume MHghts to
theeitios.
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After 32 airports
reopen, some
flights cancelled

New Delhi: Allthe32airports
in north, west and central In-
dia that were closed for com-
mercial operations since May
7reopened at 10.30am Monday.
Accordingly, airlines started
resuming operations to their
network stations in these 32
places from Monday itself
and expect to restore the susp-
ended 350-400 daily flights in
the next few days.

However, amid drone intr-
usions over the border regio-
nsof J&K, Rajasthan and Pu-
niabon Monday evening, Ind-
iGocancelled flights to and fr-
om Jammu, Amritsar, Chan-
digarh, Leh, Srinagar and
Rajkot for Tuesday.

»More flights to resume, P 10

Over next few days more flights will resume gradually across network: IndiGo

»FromP1

A mong the 32 airports are Srina-
%gar. Jammu, Leh, Chandigarh,
Amritsar, Bikaner, Hindon, Jai-
salmey, Jodhpur, Kandla, Kishangarh,
Kullu {Bhuntar), Ludhiana, Rajkot (Hi-
rasar)and Shimla.
IndiGo 6E 2247 Delhi-Jammu was
among the first resumed flights when it
took off from IGIA at 6.34pm Monday

“Flight operation was smoothly con-
ducted at Jammu airport (Monday)! [n-
diGo 6E 2247 landed from Delhi & re-
turn flight 6E 5642 departed for Delhi,”
Jammu airport said on X. IndiGo also
resumed its Delhi-Chandigarh and Del-
hi-Amritsar flights on Monday, “Over
the course of the next few days more
flights will resume gradually across the
network,” the airline said.

AirIndia said it will *progressively

resume flights to and from Jammu, Sri-
nagar, Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhuj.
Jamnagar, Chandigarh and Rajkot star-
ting Tuesday (May 13). Bookings for the-
se sectors are now open.” Air India Ex-
press said it would start resuming ope-
rations to the previously closed air-
ports on Tuesday (May 13) with
Hindon-Bengaluru, Jammu-Delhi,
Jammu-Srinagar, and Srinagar-Delhi.
Hindon-Mumbai is scheduled to resu-

me from Wednesday and “reinstate-
ment of other flights is expected (o fol-
low from May 157, theairline said Other
airlines also said they would resume
flights to the cities on their networks.

India had closed airports and some
segments of air traffic service routes
within the Delhi and Mumbai flight in-
formation regions to ensure civilian
trafficremains outof harm’s wayas Pa-
kistan was targeting cities here.
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Air India now flies over
Mongolia to reach some
N American destinations

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

Tata Group-promoted Air
India has started operating
flights to some destinations
in North America from Delhi
via a special air corridor over
Mongolia.

According to sources,
after much internal research
and deliberations, the airline
has zeroed in on a route that
bypasses Pakistan. “This
route saves fuel, time and is
efficient in terms of employ-
ability of adequate load
factors,” one of them said.

For some of these flights
from Delhi that are taking
the Mongolia route, Air India
is making use of Kolkata as a
technical stop. The develop-
ment comes after the airline
conducted ‘payload’ studies
to determine the most effi-
cient manner in which to op-
erate its flights to some des-
tinations in North America
given the current security
situation and closure of
Pakistan’s airspace. Cur-
rently, it operates over 50
flights each week to cities in
continental US and Canada,
from its hub in New Delhi.

PAYLOAD FACTORS

The airline can operate non-
stop direct flights from India
to the US and Canada with
its fleet of Boeing 777s and
Airbus A350 aircraft. How-

Air India will use the route
over Mangolia until normalcy
is completely restored

ever, Air India has to adopt a
longer route to bypass
Pakistan’s airspace. It also
makes technical stops for re-
fuelling at Vienna or Copen-
hagen. These stops, though
effective in maintaining
flight operations, are exor-
bitantly expensive. Besides,
the airline had to make pay-
load adjustments such as fer-
rying lower cargo loads as
well as 50 fewer passengers

depending on the wind
conditions.
EFFICIENT ROUTE

“There was a proposal to
have a one-stop domestic

technical stop at either
Mumbai or Ahmedabad.
However, payload studies

have shown that the air cor-
ridor above Mongolia is the
most efficient route.”
Sources also said Air India
would use this route until
normalcy is completely re-
stored and airspace access
allowed.
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Civil aviation Minister
meets airlines’ officials
—

Mew DelthifMumbaiz _ il
Aviarson Minister K Rarmimaltn
Maidu heid a meeting with
girfines FEFI'ES-EI'IIZE:WE'E on
Tussday, and discussed abour
||i|;|'| dinruptions due bo
airport cosures, kraering tax
on jet fuel and other issues, per
sources. Tha mesting cama
arniel dligruptions in flight
cperations in the wake of
corfict batween India and
Pakietan, SOUMCes sael
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DigiYatra: Shining example of India’s DPI model

mohility, and ctizen-centric service delivery,

DigiYatra hasemerged as one of India’s most sig-
nificant innovations in Digital Public Infrastricture
{DPI} It is not merely a contactless boanding system
= it is the world's first national digital trevelber identity
platform, designed to offer secure, consent-based,
biometric verification at airports. DigiYatra reflects
India’s unique ability to architect transformative sys-
tems by combining regulatory darity, institutional
design, and public-private execution.

The foundation for Digfyatm was laid between 208
and 2069, when [ was serving as minister of state for civil
avistion. At that time, our team devel-
oped the core reguldatory and techno-
logical blucprint that would make
Digiyatra visble and scalable. We reoog-
nised cardy that seamless identity veri-
fication in aviation requinsd secune,
struchured aooess o fight booking infor-
mation. Thisled tothe issuance of anile
enabling airport opembors to aooess pes-
senger name record (PNR) date, with
the tmrveller’s consent. Thiswias a foun-
dational policy breakthrough — it
allowed afrport systems to match & pes-

I n an era defined by digital identity, scamless

RYANT SINHA

and used solely with their consent. Usape data is purzsed
within 24 hours of trevel and is never stored centrally.
Each transaction is opt-in, purpose-limited, snd com:-
pliant with standards equivalent to the European
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). This gave
Diigi¥atra & global edge. ensuring it was both secure
and citizen-friendky.

Unlike other DPIs such as Aadhasr or Unified
Payment Interface, which are fully state-backed,
DigiYatma operates in 4 decentralised coosystem, It links
airlines, airports, and passengers through a federated
identity model. A traveller megisters on the Digiatra
app, uploads their I, provides a facial scan, and links
it to their flight booldng. At the airport,
nition gates that validate their iderntity
at entry. security, and boarding — all
without showing paper tickets or 1D
cards. The system reduces waiting
time significantly and makes the
entire passenger joumey seamless.

As of May 2025, DigiYatra is oper-
ational at 13 airports across India,
including Dielhi, Bengalun,
Hyderabad, Mumbai, Ahmedabad,
and Kochi. More than 34 million pas-

senger s biometric identity with their
flight reservation inneal Im:l:,l:ln:akma ﬂ'l: data silos that
had previcusly nestricted operational efficiency,

Equally critical was mt:insl:ll:lmnrtalstmcrumw
desiimed. Bather than allowing a commeencial vendoror
eovermment entity to fully control the system, we created
the DigiYatm Foundation — a Section 8 not-for<profit
comparry jointhy owned by Indis's major sirport operatons,
and Bangalore International Airport Lid, with oversight
Irom the Ministry of Civil Aviation. This model ensured
that Digi¥atrawould be interoperable, non-commercial,
and governed with public trust at its core

Even in the absence of a formal data privacy law at
the time, we adopted privacy-by-design principles from
the start. The system was built so that biometric data
wioild be stored only on the traveller s personal device

have enrolled in the system,
and over L5 million have used it to travel. The povern:
ment aims to egpand it o over 50 airports by 2006,
cowering nearly all major airports in the country.

India is the only country in the world to have devel-
oped such a national digital traveller identity system.
(Other aviation markets have limited j:l‘]'!:lglal'l'l.l‘l.‘lﬁ—
like TSA PreCheck and CLEAR in the United States—
but thiese are private, expensive, and confined tocertain
airports. European aitports have e-gates, but no unified
passrnger identity model across carriers and terminals.
China has imvested in biometric systems, but they are
top-down surveillance tools, not voluntary, ctizen-
centric platforms. The reasonothers haven't builtwhat
India has with Digi¥itma isthat they have not developed
the DFI playbook that India has refined: Modular, inter-
operahle systems poverned with public-private trust.

The value of DigiYatra poes well beyond conve-
nienoe. As airport infrastnectune struggles (o keep pace
with India's rapidly growing air traffic, the ahility o
increase terminal throughput — how st passengers
move through the system — offers a powerful solution.
By reducing the time it takes for each passenger to
enler, clear security, and board, DigiYatra effectively
increases the capacity of existing infrastructune without
mequiring new terminals or additional land. This, in
turn, lowers operating costs for airports and helps
reduce airfares for passengers. In a capital-intensive
sector like aviation, such efficiency gains are econom:
ically transformative.

The broader promise of Disi'Yatma lies in its versatility
and scalability. Because it is fundamentally an opt-in,
dievice-hased bicametric access systerm, it can be applied
o amy environment requiring time-bound sooess con:
trol—meetros, intercity trains, buses, corporate came
puses, pchecational institutions, or larpe venues such
asstadiums and event spaces. The system's architectune
is inherently modular and cost-efisctive, enabling rapid
deployment without extensive physical infrastrcture
orbackend integration. This positions Digi'Yatm as not
just anaviation solution, bt & template for smart acoess
systems aeross multiple sectors.

With Digi¥atm, India has onoe again shown how
digital infrastructure, thoughtfully designed and inst-
tuticnally grounded, can drive systemic change. As the
platform scales to cover all major airports, it will serve
not ondy as & model for travel but as a template for
future identity systems in sectors like rail, metro, and
publicservices. DigiYatrais a compelling case study in
how the Indian model of DFl—rooted in consent, scale,
and collaboration—can deliver world-class innovation.

What began as & policy experiment in 2018 is today
a cormerstone of India’s nesx-generation trave] infras-
tricture. It stands as a testament to what public-private
cooperation, guided by strategic vision, can achieve
for a billion citizens on the move.

Tt i bl s el srimgelsfea fellows ar ORF and visiting profesor
e practice ar the Lovwloe Schood of Eovnonlcs. Fle isa farmer
Lo irifiidsteramnd Lok Satiin MP. The wlews are persoral
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DPERATION SINDDOR

300,000 flight tickets

cancelled in 6 days

Irline companies cancellsd
A over 00000 thckets du=

sumpension of fight opera-
tioes at 32 abrpons in nortkerm and
western India between May 7 and
May 12, aviation industry sources
anld Busimees Sravcdard.

These alrports were handling
SO0 1o GO0 passengers daiby
befone operations were suspended.
The shuidown followed Operation
Sindoor In response o the killing of
2ir bourisis o a termor acack
Pahalgam oa Aprid 12

The affectad sipaorts, inchuding
Srinagar, Jammu, Leh, Amritsn,
Chandlgarh, and fodhpur, reopened
om the moming of May 12 after o
cemefire wis announced beiween
the two counites However the
mesumption of flighs s ot been
smooth.

Oy 12 imdense dmmne scthvity
ariginming in Pakistan disnapeed
services, and an TndiGo fli ght bound
for Amritsar was forced to retwm
michairon Monday evening. Amund
micdmight oo May 1T, IndiGo —
Irelia’s largest carrier —announced
that s fights to and from Jammm,
Armriisar, Chandigarh, Lzh,
Srinagar, and Exjnt would he can-
cedled for May 13,

In an update on Tuesday
evening. IndiGo stmed om X that
flights o and from these citles
would “progressively resume from
My B4. "Each flighn is heing sein-
stated with meticulous coordina
than — emsuring every jourmney Is
seamless, secure, and on tmck,” the
abrbine said.

Also, just a f=w hours afier
anoouncing plans bo resume ser-
wices, Alr India stmed on X that, in
wiew of the "latest developmenis®
and kesping passenger safery in
mimd, it bad camcelled Mights ioand
fromn  Jammu, Leh,  Jodhpur,
Amriisar, Bhu|,  Jamnagas,
Chandigarh, and Rajkon for May 13,

The Minkstry of Civil Aviation
did not respond En  Besimess

AR PORT ACTIVTIY e g Opasstin Sstear

| Mo of passengers |

| handied in 200%-25 ]
Srirapar BATLAAS |
Chandigath &u5,840 |
Aeniituar 1,540 Bl |
Lamenu LT |
ieh | 1,78k 50 |

Lesare: Knpam kefuaery of nde

Efumedar’s queries on whesher the
govemnment placs toobier Anancial
relief o the alriines.

Howewer, on Tussday, Chail
Aviainn Minist=r K Ram Mohan
Maldh, akong wich senior afficials,
met inp represeoRanives of allines
o discuss tight dismuptions cagsed
by alrport closures. The need for
reduction of mxes on aviation for
Bine fised (ATF) was also mised by
the companies.

Dhuring the meeting, the minisey
urged the akfdines to explone ways
1o hionoiar e comribantions of the
armetd forves, (ncluding rhrough in-
{lighet Ennouncemenss.

Beslide=s cancellabion of domesthe
Migtrix between May 7 and May 13,
the mirflines hove also been finan:
clally impacted by the closure of
Prkismn sirspace tolndian carmens
intermational fights. The rerouting
of these flights due o closare of

Pakistan alrspace me mo effeo
on April 24

This has forced Indiam aleiines
oiake longer rowtes for thedr inter-
national Sights keading west from
nonbem India, Increasing fligh:
time by anywhere betwesn 30 and
100 minutes, an executive sakd.
Soon after the closure of Fak
alrspace. the govermnment b met
adrline companies to azsess the
implication

Mmooy the 32 alrports that were
cloged, the top five in terms of pas-
sengger tradffic were Srinagar Iameu,
Leh, Anzrissr, and Chandigarh,
acconding to offichls. “The 31 alr-
ponswere handing between 50000
and ‘65000 passengers  dally.
Howewver, the sop fve alone socosnt
ed for about 90 per cent of this tral-
fic. The remaining I7 are relatvely
small io terms of pemsenger volsme
the exrriive sald.
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Air India starts using
Mongolian airspace

Alir India bas started using Mongolian ailrspace for
a few of its North America flights from the
national capital as an alternative route for
reductng operational costs that have jumped due
to the Pakistan airspace closure last month,
spurces said on Tuesday, Besides, the carrier is
having a technical stop in Kolkata for some Morth
America flights from Delhi, they added. With
such an arrangement in place, the airline does
not have to make a stop in a European city while
operating certain long-haul and ultra-long-haol
flights from Delhi to North America.
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Air India reroutes to save fuel

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delni

ir India has started using
Ahﬁ.‘mguhan atrspace for a few ol its
North America flights from the
national Capital as an allernative route for
reducing operational costs that have
jumped due to the Pakistan airspace co-
suire last month, sources said on Tuesday.
Besides, the carrier is having a techni-
cal stop in Kolkata for same of the North
America (lights from Dedhi, they added.
The Tata Group-owned airline has been
exploring alternatives for the services from
the national capital o North America in
order o reduce the Qying time as well as
operational expenses.
At present, Air India operates 71 flights
a week to North American destinations
and out of them, 54 services are from the
national capital. The airline {lies to
Chicagn, New York, "L‘l."a:.hlngmn, San
Francisco, and Newark in the US, and to
Toronto and Vancouver in Canada.
Mostly, the Mongolian airspace is used
by some of Air Indids fights from San
Franciseo and Vaneouver. The flights from
Delhi to these two cities are mostly using
the Pacific route, according to the sources.

The {lights ATl186 from Vancouver lo
Delhi and AI174 from San Francisco lo
Dielhi have been using the Mongolian air-
space for the past few ljil.j'h'. as per infor-
mation from [light tracking website
Flightradar24 Com. For some of the
flights connecting North America cities
and Dielhi, the utilisation of the Mongaolian
afrspace and a technieal stop at Kolkata
are among the alternatives that have
been chosen by Adr India, the sources said.

With such an armangement in place, the
airline does not have to make a stop in a
European city while aoperating certain long
haul and ulira long haul fights from Delhi
o North America.

Having a stop in a European city
means higher expenses, including land-
ing charges and fuel costs, according to the
sources. The alternative also helps in
addressing the challenges of higher fuel
burn, operational expenses and Flving
Duty Time Limitation (FDTL) for the
crew. Under the norms of aviation regu-
lator DGCA. light erew can work contin-
uously only for eight hours and with nor-
mal Jlibr]'ll time getting longer, the crew will
be in breach of the Flying Duty Time
Limitation (FDTL) rules.
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Airlines asked to resume flights from May 13

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

ivil Awiation Minister K
Rammaohan Naidu, along with
senior officials, held & meeting with
airlines’ representatives on Tuesday and
discussed about flight disruptions due to
atrport closures, lowering tax on jet [uel
and other issues, according o sources.
Maidu said he chaired a review meet-
ing with all airlines and senior officials.
Adrlines have also been asked o resume
their normal schedules from May 15
across all 32 airports for which the
NOTAMs (Notice to Alrmen) were ear-
ler {ssued. “All airlines responded posi-
tively to this suggestion,” the minister said
ina post on X
Al the meeting, which came in the
backdrop of disruptions in light opera-
tions in recent days in the wake of the mil-
itary canfilict between India and Pakistan,
the minister also asked the airfines to look
at ways of acknowledging the contribu-
tions made b} the armed forces, includ-
ing through in-flight announcements, the
sources sakd.
The sources also said that some airlines
mentioned the loss of Viability Gap
Funding (VGF) during the days of the clo-

sure of the airports. Some airlines also told
the minister and officials that travel sen-
timent seems to be weak as there have
been cancellations, especially with the
peak summer travel season around the
corner, as per the sources.

A total of 32 airports in the northern
and western part of the country were tem-
porarily shut for elvilian fights in view
of the India-Pakistan conflict on May 9.
Seme of these airports were closed
immediately after India carried out mis-
sile strikes on terror targets in Pakistan
on May 7. All 32 airports were renpened
for civilian flights on May 12,

Adrlines operating flights under the
regional air connectivity scheme UDAN
are provided VGE The 1ssue of VGF loss
during the closure period was raised by
some alrlines’ representatives with the
minister, the sources said.

Among other issues, aidines suughl lak
reliel on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATE), the
sources added.

Et‘l_LIIIl}' meastres were also enhanced
.1[ airports, while the closure of airports

isrupted flight operations.

Dn Saturday, India and Pakistan
reached an understanding 1o stop all fir-
ings and military actions on land, air and

sea with immediate effect. "In the after-
math of the Pahalgam terror attack, 1
appreciate the extraordinary efforts of the
securily foroes in safeguarding our nation.
Also, kudos to the seamless coordination
between the Ministry, DGCA, AAL and
airlines during this emergency,” the min-
ister said in the posL

Meanwhile, Indian airlines have been
taking longer routes for international
flights from the northern parts of the
country o the West due to the closure of
Pakistan's atrspace for Indian carriers.

Folbovwing the airspace cosure, the min-
istry had sought inputs from the airlines
on the potential operational and Anancial
impact. Airlines have already submitted
their inpuls.

Meanwhile, the Delhi airport
operator on Tuesday said operations
remain normal.

"However, due to ::h,a.nglng airspace
conditions and enhanced security mea-
sures by the Burean of Civil Aviation
Security, some [ight schedules may be
affected, and security processing tmes
could be longer,” it said in a post on X

Dethi International Airport Lid (DIAL)
operates the Indira Ga.nl:r!.fli International
Atrport (IGIA) in the national capital.
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Message found in IndiGo
aircraft’s washroom

Chit saying

‘bomb’

sparks

mid-air panic

MONALISA CHAUDHURI

Caleutta: A chit with the word
“bomb” written on 1t, found on
an IndiGo flight from Silchar
to Calcutta minutes before it
landed, triggersd a mid-alr
scare on Sunday afternoon.

The matter has been re-
paorted to police.

The cabln crew of fllght 6E
2516 informed the pilot about
the chit, who passed the infor-
mation to Calcutta alrport's
alr trafhc conirol.

Although the flight
landed safely, five minutes
later than the original sched-
ule of 3.05pm, all emergency
measures were in place to
ensure the safety of the
DASSENEETR

“The plece of paper was
found in the washroom at
2.50pm, and the pllot report-
@] the matoer to the alr radfic
control,” sald an officer of the
NSCBI Altrport police station.

A case has been started
under sections of causing
breach of peace, public mis-
chief and saction of suppres-
sion of unlawful acts against
the safety of the Civil Aviation
Act, 1982, which deals with the
offence of destruction or dam-
#ge to an alrcraft.

The deputy commis-
sloner {alrport division) of
Bllhannagar police, Alsh-
warya Sagar, conflrmed that
the police have received the
complaint.

“We recelved the complaint
yesterday. A probe has been
launched,” the deputy com-
missioner sald on Monday,

Investigators said the chit
found In the lavatory was a
tHssue paper with the word
“bomib™ written on 1t.

The safety of passengers
and an alreraft is a matter
of serlous concern, sald an
officer of Bidhannagar
Commissionerate, citing
the ongolng cross-border
tenslon between India and
Pakistan.

The sltuation had prompt-
ofl the directorate general of
civil aviation to suspend ci-
villan flights at 32 atrports in
northern and western Indla,
which were reopencd on
Monday.

The airport authorities
ovaluated the threat percep-
tion and declared the threat as
“spectfic”, sald sources.

Later on Sunday evening,
Indigo formally fled & com-
plaint with the NSCBI Alrport
police station.

“Flight 6E 2518 operat-
ing from Silchar to Kolkata
received a bomb threat on
May 11, 2025. In line with se-
curity protocols, the alrcraft
was taken to an 1solation bay
upon landing. All customers
wers safely disembarked,
and standard operating pro-
cedures were thoroughly fol-
lowed, " IndiGo sald In a press
releass,
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Restore normal
airline ops from
May 15: Mantri

New Delhi: Union aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu
Tuesday asked airlines to “re-
sume normal schedules from
Thursday (May 15) across all
32 airports” which were reo-
pened on Monday morning af-
ter six days. Atameeting with
airlines officials, he asked
them to ramp up operations.

The notice to airmen (NO-
TAM) for temporary closure of
25 segments of air traffic ser-
vice routes within Delhi and
Mumbai flight information re-
gions is valid till 5.29am Thurs-
day. Once this NOTAM lapses,
all air routes in the north and
west will be available.

Naidu wrote on X: “All air-
lines responded positively to
this suggestion.” Airlines had
started resuming flights from
Monday but Pakistan's drone
attacks that night in some ci-
ties led to Air India and IndiGo
cancelling flights Tuesday. n
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