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US protests Adani’s
push to move cargo
carriers to new airport

TheUSisopposing the Adani group'sattempt
toshift cargo carrierstoits new airport outside
Mumbai, people familiarwith the mattersaid,
in a dispute that underscores concerns about
the conglomerate’s growing control over
India’s aviation infrastructure. The US
Department of Transportation wrote to
India’s aviation ministry in March, arguing
that Adani Airport Holdings Ltd.'s push to
relocate freighters — including FedEx Corp.
— violates the bilateral Air Transport Agree-
ment, the people said, asking not to be ident-
ified citing mles. The DOT wamed that
forcing American carriers to do so could
prompt it to consider adverse measures under
the treary. BLODMBERC
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Hyd-Surat flight hits jackal

Cages
Installed To
Trap Another

Times News NeTwork

Surat: A mishap was averted
at Surat airport after an air-
craft reportedly ran over a
jackal while landing on the
runway. The incident occur-
red on April 8 when an Indigo
Airlines flight from Hydera-
bad landed at around 8am.

The incident came to light
on Sunday.

Following the incident, fo-
rest officials intensified their
efforts to trap another suspec-
ted jackal on the airport pre-
mises by installing cages.

Airport officials said the
jackal's small size prevented
any major impact on the air-

Jackals often seen around airport

he area around Surat airport has traditionally been a habitat

for jackals, which find food such as fish, birds and small
animals nearby. Earlier, anallah running along the airport wall
provided anentry route for them into the premises. However,
after the opening was sealed with iron grills a few months ago,
officials suspect that a couple of jackals may have been trapped
inside the airport compound. The jackal killed in the recent
incident is believed to have been one of them.

craft, which safely reached the
apron. Following standard
protocol, the aircraft under-
went a thorough inspection

and was found fit for flving.
“The incident occurred du-

ring landing. We carried out a

detailed inspection of the air-

craft as per pmmcal but found
no damage,” said a senior air-
port official. “The same air-
craft usually operates a Dubai
flightfrom Suratafterarriving
from Hyderabad. However, the
Dubai service was not schedu-
led that day due to the Iran con-
flict, so the aircraft departed
for its next destination later
that night,” he said.

During the incident, the
jackal was split into two parts.
Its remains were later handed
over to forest department offi-
cials. “As airport authorities
informed us that a couple of
jackals were straying near the
runway, we had already placed
cages in the area for the past
few months. However, jackals
are clever and difficult to trap.
We have also tried other met-
hods but without success. We
suspect at least one more jack-
al may still be inside the cam-
pus,” forest department sour-
ces said,
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Airlines cut Bangladesh, Nepal flights
on cost pressures, uncertain demand

— fuel (ATF) rates for those
Aneesh Phadnis flights have been doubled.
Wbl While the future ATF
rates would depend on crude
Airlines are cutting frequen- oil price movement, petro-
cies to Bangladesh, Nepal leum companies are also ex-
and Thailand amid rising fuel pected to recover full
prices that has pushed up air- charges in a staggered man-
fares and slowed travel ner. “We have been told it is

demand.

While Air India and In-
diGo have reduced Dhaka
flights, Air India Express has
cut its sole service from
Kathmandu to Bengaluru in
April. Flight tickets are open
for sale again in May.

Air India Express is also
curtailing flights between
Surat and Bangkok in the
summer schedule,

Passengers from
Bangladesh connect to West
Asia via Mumbai and Delhi.
The Iran-US conflict and
subsequent cancellation of
flights to West Asia has im-
pacted traffic flows. Also,
higher airfares has tapered

SOARING PRICES. Domestic and international airfares have
risen with the introduction of fuel surcharges

demand to Thailand and
South East Asia.

“We had expected passen-
ger demand to come from
South East Asia routes but
that has not happened. It ap-
pears that people are defer-
ring leisure travel,” an airline
executive said.

Domestic and interna-
tional airfares have risen
with introduction of fuel sur-
charges. “Nearly half of the
seats were sold before the

current crisis when fuel price
was around $80 and now that
cost has increased airlines
need to recover the extra ex-
penses,” he reasoned.

NO PRICE RELIEF

State oil marketing compan-
ies have limited fuel price
hike to 25 per cent for sched-
uled domestic flights in
April. There is no price relief
for international and charter
flights and aviation rurbine

not a waiver and hike has
only been deferred,” an air-
line executive said of do-
mestic ATF price relief.

Indian Oil Corporation
said pricing in furure shall
depend upon the emerging
situation. “The conflict in
West Asia will continue to
weigh on the outlook of air-
lines. Airlines within Asia-
Pacific could face thinner
profit margins on cstalatj.ng
jet fuel prices, given limite
fuel hedging across carriers,
Longer flight times from re-
routing would also add to air-
lines” operational expenses,”
said Isabel Goh, an analyst at
S&P Global Ratings.
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EMERGENCY AID
Airlines may get 5-year,
¥5,000 crore credit line

MNew Delhi: India is 52t to

cushion the impact of the West
Asia crisis on its airline industry
with about ¥5,000 crore under
aproposed revamped
Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme, sources
told businessline. The credit
window s likely ta run for five
years, with up to 1,000 crore
per airline, extendable by ¥500
crore if the promoters match
the infusion. The allocation
farms part of a broader ¥2.5
lakh crore credit guarantee
proposal that is under
consideration. p12
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Airlines may get 5,000 cr credit
under proposed govt scheme

ARRESTING CRISIS. Likely to run for five years with ¥1,000 crore cap per airline with a possible extension

—
Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

India is expected to cushion
the impact of the West Asia

crisis on its airline industry

by allocating around 5,000
crore under a proposed new

version of the Emergency

Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS), sources
told businessline.

Accordingly, the airline
portion of the proposed
scheme is expected to run for
five vears, with up to 31,000
crore that can be allotted per
airline.

“The allotment can be ex-
tended by a further ¥500
crore if the promoter also
puts in ¥500 crore,” a source

told businessiine.
“The proposed new
scheme is expected to cush-

ion the industry from the
pressures arising from the
West Asia crisis,” the source
added.

Notably, the allocation for
airlines is part of a broader

NOT JUST FUEL. The government has already capped
domestic ATF price increases at 25 per cent

proposal fora32.5 lakh crore
credit guarantee scheme be-
ing considered amid the im-
pact of the ongoing West
Asiawar.

EXTENDED SUPPORT
As per sources, the Union
Cabinet is expected to soon
take a call on the scheme to
support various sectors af-
fected by the crisis.

Besides, the scheme is
likely to provide up to 90 per
cent credit guarantee cover-

age through the National

Credit Guarantee Trustee

Company (NCGTC), a
second source told
businessline.

“The scheme is expected
to extend support across sec-
tors, especially to the airline
industry,” the second source
said, highlighting ~disrup-
tions in routes, costs and
operations.

Furthermore, sources said
the earlier ECLGS had been
effective in supporting busi-
nesses during stress periods
suchas Covid.

Recently, the Centre has
taken various steps to shield
airlines and protect passen-
ger interests from the impact
of crude oil price volarility.

PROTECTION BOOST
The Centre, via the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, has imple-
mented measures to cushion
airlines against a sharp rise
in operating costs driven by
higher aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) prices, airspace re-
strictions, and currency
pressures,

To arrest any substantial
increase in expenses, the
government has capped do-
mestic ATF price increases
at 25 per cent, resulting in a
lower effective rise.

In another move, the gov-
ermnment has removed airfare
caps and kept the 60 per cent
free seat allocation rule in
abeyance to provide airlines
with  greater  pricing
flexibiliry.

Additionally, India's awvi-
ation regulator has tempor-
arily relaxed pilot flight dury

time limitations for long-
haul flights in response to
global aviation disruptions.

PASSENGERS GAIN

In addition, India's airport
economic regulator has
ordered a 25 per cent reduc-
tion in landing and parking
charges for domestic flights
across major airports.

Meanwhile, the reduction
in airport charges is cur-
rently limited to domestic
operations. The decision will
be reassessed before the end
of the three-month period,
based on prevailing
conditions.

According to sources, in
the absence of such interven-
tions, airlines may have been
compelled t undertake
steeper fare increases, re-
duce capacity, and rational-
ise routes to maintain finan-
cial viabiliry.

The government expects
these steps to eventually sta-
bilise and reduce airfares,
thereby benefiting passen-
gers, sources said.
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Star Air to connect
Mundra with six cities
|

Mumbai: Regional airline Star
Air on Monday announced it
will launch services to Mundra
with 38 direct weekly flights,
linking the port city to six key
cities across Western and
Northern India, starting April
25. With over 17,000 additional
seats now available each
month, the move will boost air
connectivity and economic
grawth in the region, Star Air
said. #n
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Dubai restricts foreign
flights, only one daily

Indian carriers fear losses at a time when ATF is higher

SANJAY SAMUEL
PAUL | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 11

Dubai has reportedly imp-
osed restrictions, allowing
only one foreign flight
daily to its airports until
May 31, owing to the West
Asian crisis. From India
alone, approximately 75 to
85 Nights operate daily to
Dubai, making it one of
the busiest international
routes.

Major carriers including
Emirates, Flydubai,
IndiGo, and Air India
Express connect multiple
Indian cities to Dubai air
ports, with top routes
from Mumbai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, and
cities in Kerala. From
Hyderabad to Dubai,
Emirates earlier operated
three fights daily, Air
India and IndiGo one each
— this was the schedule
before the crisis. The
restrictions on foreign air-
lines have sparked fears of
revenue IDSSE‘S il.II]L}[lg
Indian carriers, which
had planned more flights

than airlines from any
other country, letters
show

EFFECTS ON FLIGHTS FROM INDIA

«The one-flight-per-day cap
means 30 or 31 flights per

month for each foreign
airline, compared to the
hundreds of daily
flights operated
by Emirates and
flydubai, according
to Flightradar24 data.

« Travel between
Hyderabad and Dubai
has also declined in
recent ti

The war that began on
February 28 forced the avi-
ation industry to set new
norms. “Such decisions at
this point of time, when
ATF 1s at an all-time high,
will push operators into
greater losses. There are
multiple areas involved in
airline operations, and
restrictions like these will
affect the industry,”
explained Fawzan Fareed,
regional manager
{Operations India), Sri
Lankan Airlines.

According to sources,
Air India and its budget
carrier Air India Express
have scheduled more than
750 flights into Dubai dur-
ing this period. IndiGo has
481, followed by Saudia

and Gulf Air with 480 and
404 respectively Spicedet
had planned 61. The one-
flight-per-day cap means
30 or 31 flights per month
for each foreign airline,
compared to the hundreds
of daily flights operated
by Emirates and flvdubai,

according to
Flightradar24 data.
Speaking to Deccan

Chronicle, Ashok Sanma-
rkar. who has worked for
three decades in top air-
line operations, said: “We
should understand the sit-
uwation here. There must
be a threat the administra-
tion is anticipating. Fewer
flights mean less revenue
for the airport. The
authorities must be trying

to minimise damage in
case of a crisis. Otherw-
ise, no airport would cur-
tail fights alrports
make huge money when
flights land and take off.”

Dubai International
(DXB) handles 2,000 to
2,500 flights per day, with
Indian carriers such as
Alr India and IndiGo oper-
ating hundreds. Recent
operational constraints,
however, have affected
schedules. Travel between
Hyderabad and Dubai has
also declined in recent
times.

Nitin Joseph of BMJ
Travels noted: “Unfortun-
ately, the current restric-
tive measures severely
curtail our operational
capacity, creating a stark
imbalance between pas-
senger demand and avail-
able flight supply Since
the war began, demand
from Hyderabad to Dubai
has drastically fallen. The
sudden reduction in
approved flight slots has
significantly disrupted
scheduled operations.
Furthermore, the Indian
aviation sector is current-
ly navigating several com-
pounding pressures.”
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Cleared for takeoff, unfit to
land: How India’s aviation

giants lost their captains

Air India made
afundamental
mistake of letting
go of experienced
employeesin
recentyears

K GIRIPRAKASH

Ahmedabad crashofan AirIndia flight,

which killed 260 people, and IndiGo’s
camastrophic operational breakdown —
which alone erased Rs 37,000 crore in
market cap in December — reflected a
deeper problem impacting both airfines,
which had made the position of their re-
spective CEOs untenable,

Within amanth, both Campbell Wilson
of Aiv Tndia and Pieter Elbers of TndiGo
WETE g0NE, iesof asectorwhere the
eargin for ervorat the top s less.

IndiGo: Death by a thousand cuts
In the case of IndiGa, several issues
pointed directly at the inefficiency of wp
management. Reports about near-miss:
esin the gir, an increasingly fragile crew,
whistleblowers accusing management
of unsafe. faigue-inducing rosters, and
the regulator issuing a show-cause notice
10 CEO Pieter Elbers over planning and
oversight lapses kept adding up.

The airline was also confronted with
open letters and whistleblower allega-
tions, with one pointing out that pilot fa-
e at IndiGo had reached impairmeni
levels comparable to fiving after consum-
ing aleohol above legal limits. Surveys of
pilots indicated that they experienced
exvessive davtime sleepiness and were
forced to fiy despite feeling too fatigued;
therewere also reports that one pilot was
dismissed after reporting farigue.

When the niriine management failed to
prepare for the new Flight Duey Time Lim-
itations {FDTL) effective from November 1,
20025, the eonsequences were catastroph-
fe. with hundreds of Bights cancelled, The
airling's biggest nsset— its loval customer
base—waislefi blindsided asit ran asched-
ule it simply could not legally operate. It
had not recruited enough pilos or made
timely changes to rosters 1 incorporate
FDTL norms, and published a winter
schedule that could not be implemented
under the new duty-time and rest limits,

Onee the norms came into effeet, the
erisis hit the roof, leading to n “schedule

Itwa.smiilingmhnppen.ﬂwlunem;?:'n

An AirIndia Airbus A320-200 aircraft takes off asan |nmmnmmmmmrmaramatm
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport in Ahmedabad. REuTERS FILE PHETO

melidown™ with 4.500-5,500 cancella
rions over about 10 days and on-rime per-
formance dropping to around 4%, causing
massive hardship for passengers. The DG-
CA's show-cause notice made it clear that
the "primary cause” of the disruption was
IndiGo's “non-provisioning of adequate
arrangements” tomeet the revised FITL
reguirements — a failure of manpower
planning, rostering and operational pre-
paredness for safery-driven rules that had
beensignalled wellinadvance, The airline
kept assuring passengers and stakehold-
ers that it was in control of the situation.
The December crisis proved otherwise,

The DGCA, on its part, sacked [our of
its own flight operations inspectors re-
sponsible for overseeing IndiGo's safety
and operational compliance, for failing to
Nag crew-shortfall and FDTL-related
risks in time. IndiGo responded a bit late
with Jason Herter, the head of IndiGo’s
operations control centre, leaving the
organisation in February. In March, EI-
bers fallowed. William (Willic) Walsh, the
former British Airwavs and [AG chiefand
nugoing IATAdirector general, is expect:
ed o take charge in August.

Air India: A transformation that
fell short

I the ease of Air India, the Ahmedahad
erash hurt the management the most,
But several pre- and post-crash incidents
showed that the airline, sold by the Gov-
ernment to the Tam Group in January
2022, had management not fully up
the mark.
According to parfiamentury disclosures
and regulatory briefings. roughly 191 of
267 Air India-group aireraft checked since
Junuiry 2025 have been Nageed for re-
curring technical defects — making it the

Indian carrier with the highest share of
suchfindings. Theseinclude delayed orin-
complete cabin-pressurisation checksand
inconsistent recording of ETOS data on
long-haul aireralt, prompting both EASA
and DGCA o step up oversight,

Multiple mid-air technical incidents
have been logged since 2022, includ-
ing cobin pressure loss, in-flight engine
shutdowns, fuel and hydraulic alerts, and
rejected takeoffs. In January 2026, Airln-
dia’s technical incident rate hitabout 109
events per 1,000 ﬂighbs — roughly fowir
times the level seen in late 2024,

Soon after privatsation, the civil avi-
ation ministry told Parliament it had re-
ceived about 1,000 complaints against
Air India in just three months, covering

Roughly 131 of 267 Air India-group
aircraft checked since January 2025
have been flagged for recurring
technical defects — making it the
Indian carrier with the highest share
of such findings

refunds, overbooking, baggage, stall be-
haviour and flight-handling. Media re-
ports highlighted an inereasing numberof
comiplaings, from elderly passengers who
were allegedly abandoned at foreign air-
ports o long-haul Mights turning back due
tocloged Invatories. Commentators and
safery experts warned that, while mostof
these did nit resultin major mishaps, the
frequency of technical occurrences and
“small” operational incidents increases
the risk that several near-misses will go
unreported or even under-investigated.
Under Camphell Wilsan, the airfine
tried to chart o new course. It unveiled

Vihaan. Al a five-year transformation
programme launched in 2022, aimed
at renewing and growing the fleet, over-
hauling products and cabins to give them
a fresh Iook, improving on-time perfor-
mance, and repositioning Air India as
a world-class carrier. As of today, it hos
placed orders for 570 aircraft worth $90
billion — a statement of ntent if nothing
else. However, the record shows that Vi-
haan Al has failed o deliver its intended
results by several notches, except in the
caseofbuyingalarger numberof aircrafi.

What went wrong? According tosever-
al people associated with the aidine, 1p
management made a fundamental mis-
take by letting go of experienced employ-
ees, who were partof Aar Indin before Tata
Groupiook over, creating avacuumat the
middle and senior levels, Had they been
retained, their institutional knowledge
during the transition would have proved
invaluable, It is a lesson the Tara Group
must heed asit now searches for Wilson's
replacement — someone who can steady
the airline, win back passengers, and this
time, actually deliver on the promise of
ransformation.

Trwould, however, bewrong inlayall the
blameatthe doorstep ofthese two CEOs or
theairlines they lead. Theairlineindustry
in Tnchian faces several challenges, largely
due toourdated rules and regulations, The
ministry and the regulagor, DGCA, are run
by bureduerats, whose knowledge of the
industry is at best basic. It needs profes-
siomals whoshould be paid salaries which
are among the best in the industry to ag-
tract the right talent, and a government
that males decisionswithoutnudges from
the natinnal champions.

(The wrriteris o Bengaluru-tased senfor
autacion fournalise)
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Indian Aviation’s
Blggest CEO Shake-Up

AirIndiaand
IndiGao chiefs
Campbell Wilson
and Pieter
Elbers exit
within weeks leaving Indian
aviation atan uncomfortable
inflection point, Host Anirban
Chowdhury explains withET's
Arindam Majumdar and John
Strickland of JLS Consulting.
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Maran Case: Spi

More Time to Dep

New Delhi: Cash-strapped Spice-
Jet and its chairman and mana-
ging director Ajay Singh on Mon-
day told the Delhi High Court the
airline would collapse if forced to
immediately deposit¥144 crore in
an arbitration dispute with for-
mer promoter Kalanithi Maran
and KAL Airways.

The airline instead reiterated
its proposal to offer an “unen-
cumbered” one-acre land parcel
worth 400-500 crore in Udyog Vi-
har, Gurugram, as security. The
court had earlier rejected the of-
fer after Maran claimed the pro-
perty was mortgaged.

Seeking a four-week deferment on
the deposit, SpicelJet, through se-
nior counsel Mukul Rohatgi and
Amit Sibal, told Justice Subramoni-
um Prasad that the aviation sector,
particularly theairline, has been hit
by the West Asia crisis and rising
aviation turbine fuel prices. Imme-
diate compliance with the order wo-
uld jeopardise operations, it said.

“Give me breathing time in this
period of strangulationof aviation
industry. We have paid 7729 crore

ceJet Asks for
s_it_?_14 r

\

in cash and have to now pay balan-
ce interest of 7144 crore. This amo-
unt is not humongous. My entire
ecosystem will collapse if my as-
setsareattached,” Rohatgi argued.

He said enforcement of the order
could disrupt operations, affect
employees and passengers, and wor-
sen the airline’s financial position.

SpiceJet also said it has appoin-
ted real estate advisory firm
CBRE to sell the property and re-
guires at least six months to
complete the sale.

Rohatgi told the court the govern-
ment isconsidering a support pack-
age for the sector, similar to measu-
res during the Covid19 pandemice,
under which airlines may be allo-
wed to borrow from public sector
banks with sovereign backing.

The matter will be heard further
on Wednesday.

14 APRIL 2026
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Star Air to connect Mundra
with Mumbai, 5 other cities

REGIONAL AIRLINE STAR Air
on Monday announced it will
launch services to Mundrawith
3B direct weekly flights,linking
the port city to six cities across
Western and Northern India,
starting April 25.The move will
boost air connectivity and eco-
nomic growth in the region,
Star Air said.

The expansion sees Mundra
directly linked to Mumbai, Hin-
don, Goa, and Surat, it said. In
addition to the 38 direct weekly
flights, theairline will introduce
16weeklyone-stop connections,
strengthening ties with Kolha-
pur and Bhuj and further sup-
porting the region’s workforce
and entrepreneurs. PTI
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LUCKNOW
Dubai Flights
Disrupted

Passengers from Lucknow
face disruption amid glo-
bal flight crisis Travel
plans of passengers flying
fram Lucknow to Dubai
were severely disrupted
after multiple connecting
flights were cancelled,
leaving many stranded
and uncertain about their
journeys, The issue pri-
marily affected travellers
relying on connecting
routes, as cancellations in
international sectors led to
a chain reaction impacting
onward travel.
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Air India's first
retrofitted Boein

787-8 lands in Delhi
NEW DELHI: Air India’s first
retrofitted Boeing 787-8, with
registration VT-ANT, touched
down in Delhi on Monday night,
an official said. The airlines’
Boeing 787-8 alrcralt operate in
the US, the UK, Europe and the
Far East. *_the aircraft operated
anon-stop ferry fight from San
Bernardino to Delhi, fying over
the Pacific and landing at
10.39pm today (Monday),” an
airline officinl said
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Air India’s continuing
saga of turbulence

(CEO) can be seen as an admission of

the faflure to turn the airline around.
After buying the airline from the government
inm 2022, the Tatas had staked its turnaround
on Wilson's abilities but now the airline faces
serious losses. And lest one forgets, Afr India
I still trying to recover from the devastating
Ahmedabad erash last year.

Several civil aviation veterans and expents,
including farmer chairman-managing direct-
ors (CMDs) of the airline, are now asking wiy
Campbell's exit — he was appointed in July
20722 — didn't come sooner, given that, within
manths of his taking charge, a view emerged
that he might not be up to the task

amphdl Wilson's recent resignation
‘ as Air India chiel executive oflicer

realised that they had neither the expertise
nar the bandwidth to pull off & urnacound,
and relied heavily on the advice of thelr part-
ner {in the Vistara venture, which has since
been merged into Air India), Singapore Inter-
national Airlines (SIA),

But some industry watchers believe that
SIA's interest in Air lndia is driven more by a
desire to look after its own A few even argue
that the SLA investment in Alr India has more
to do with ensuring that its own traffic —
heavily dependent on Indian passengers —
remains intact

Simitar allegations dogged Vistara through-
out s brief life; many Industry watchers
argued that Vistara's operations were designed
o make it a spoke in the SIA hub. Many kept

Alir India is also likely to welcome a new  pointing at the chaice and o ticn of air-
safety chief. It has also brought in a pew  crafi w angue that the airfine was not poised 1o
advisor who will liaise with the compete in dhe ultra long hawl space.
authorities — something that has That airline too remained loss-mak-
proved markedly fraught for the air- ing despite the combined heft of SIA
line. and the Tatas.

Internal engineering is also a There have ahways been questions
pressure point because some Alr about hiring practices at Alr India.
Ingia aircraft have recently reported Anjuli Many key positions in both Air India
technical glitches. The Tata group Bhar and AIX have either been filled or
and the airline’s board must now AGaVa e expected be filled by secondment

introspect on what went wrong and
how to course-correct.

There have been reports of the alrline’s
improved service on many routes — both
domestic and international (the latter mostly
featuring newer aircraft). Small gestures, like
cebebrating a passenger's birthday on board,
have gone a long way towards rekindling the
warm connection many India fliers feel with
the erstwhile national carrier. Credit poes to
the Air India crew, who have won hearts in
the last couple of years even as the business
struppled.

Sdll, even as some hope for a revival of the
carrier’s past glory, two questions must be
asked, One, what went wrong with the Tatas”
jplan wo reshspe Air India as a world-class car-
rier? Twa, did the 2072 takeover ever have the
Ingredients to ensune success?

A large cohort is summarily dismissive,
claiming that very few within the Tata group
had the appetite for it

Indeed, some, including airline insiders,
term the purchase a foil accompli for the
group as opposed to any active exerclsing of
chaoice. They say the Tatas were neither
geared nor enthusiastic about adding to their

troubled commercial airlines portfo-
lio at the time.

Irrespective of the truth in such claims,
what is inarguable is that the Tatas quickiy

of personnel from SIA. One can only
imagine what the impact an the cul-
ture and morale in the @xdsting set up will be,
especially with lukewarm perceptions about
SIA personnel,

Lack of engineering capabilities and
expertise remains a critical weakness.

Belatedly, but still Emporiant, questions are
now being asked about why the Tatas didn't
ask the government to bundle AIESL, the
engineering and MRO wing of the organisa-
UCIE:, when the airline was Ia:gu:ingwl.d {AIESL
remaing under povernment ownership).

If the Tatas, having re-entered commercial
flying only a few years earlier, lacked the nec-
essary foresight for this, shouldn't their part-
ner SIA, a veteran of several decades, have
kenown better and advised accordingly?

All sajd, the most worrisome guestion for
the airline is not when the promised turn-
around will happen, but if it will happen at all.
A new CED, head of safety, and some other
top level appointments may bring fresh kead-
ership — In a sense, it is back 1o square one —
bt the shackles of the past four years of less-
than-passing-grade performance will take
herculean effort to cast off.

Arnpuli Bhargava writes about governance,
infrasiruciere, and the social secror.
The views expressed are persomal
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SpiceJet warns HC of ‘collapse’ over 144 crore payout

Krishna Yadav
krishna yadavi!ivemint.com

NEW DELHI: Spicelet told the
Delhi high court it could “cal-
lapse™ if forced to immediately
deposit #144.5 crore in its long-
running dispute with Kalanithi
Maran and KAL Airways Pvt
Ltd, citing disruptions caused
by the West Asia conflict and
rising aviation turbine fuel pri-
CES.

Appearing for the airline,

senior advoecate Mukul Rohatgi
told the bench of Justice Sub-
ramonium Prasad on Monday
that SpiceJet’s operations and
cash flows have been severely
impacted, particularly due to
restrictions on fights to the
Gulf.

“The entire business is held
up... | am the smallest of the big
three airlines. Il my accounts
are attached for non-deposit,
the entire system will collapse—
at least I will collapse,” Rohargi
told the court, seeking time to

arrange funds.

After hearing the submis-
sions, the court adjourned the
matter to 15 April.

Spicelet moved a review peti-
tion on 7 April seeking relief
from the high court’s earlier
direction requiring it to deposit
2144.5 crore by 14 April. The air-
line also proposed to furnish a
one-acre commercial property
in Gurugram as security instead
of making an immediate cash
payment.

Rohatgi submitted that the

property is unencumbered and
owned by the company and that
SpiceJet is willing to deposit the
title deeds before the court. He
said the airline has already
taken steps to monetize the
asset by appointing real estate
advisory firm CBRE but argued
that such transactions could
take several months and should
not be forced into a distress
sale.

“We should not have a crash
sale which will give me 50%," he
said, urging the court to grant

additional time so that the asset
can be sold at a fair value.

Rohatgi further submitted
that the broader aviation sector
is under stress and indicated
that the government may step in
with reliefl measures,

“l am told that the govern-
ment is bringing out a package
which will grant me a chance to
get loans from PSU banks on
governmental sovereign secu-
rity. The government will stand
security for the airlines,” he
said.
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Spicejet claimed inability to pay up immediately
owing to disruptions caused by West Asia war., mmr

Spice)et warns of
‘collapse’ iIn HC

piceJet told the Delhi high court it could
S “rollapse” if forced to immediately deposit

T144.5 crore inits long-running dispute
with Kalanithi Maran and KAL Airways Pvt. Ltd,
citing disruptions caused by the West Asia
conflict and rising aviation turbine fuel prices.

Appearing for the airline, senior advocate
Mulkul Rohatgi told the bench of Justice
Subramonium Prasad on Monday that
SpiceJet’s operations and cash flows have been
severely impacted, particularly dueto
restrictions on flights to the Gulf.

“The entire businessisheld up... Tam the
smallest of the big three aidines. If my accounts
are attached for non-deposit, the entire system
will collapse—at least T will collapse,” Rohatgi
told the court, seeking time 1o arrange funds.

After hearing the submissions, the court
adjourned the matterto 15 April. Spicelet
moved areview petition on 7 April secking relief
from the high court's earlier direction requiring
it to deposit TH4.5 crore by 1 April. The airline
also proposed to furnish a one-acre commercial
property in Gurugram as security instead ol an
immediate cash payment. KRISHNA YADAY
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