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Ministers jostle for second
airport site selection

Political leaders pitch constitu
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ith the AAI team visit-

ing the city to inspect

the proposed sites, a

political tug-of-war has

erupted within the rul-
ing party over the proposed location
for Bengaluru's second international
airport. While the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAl) is vet to finalise a
site based on multiple technical and
logistical criteria, ministers and legis-
lators have started lobbying for the
airport to be established in thelir re-
spective constituencies,

FPublic Works Minister Satish
Jarkiholi revealed that he had already
written to Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, suggesting that the
new airport should be located in
cither Sira, MNelamangala, or
Tumakuru. “Sira would be ideal. If
not, Nelamangala or Tumakuru is
more suitable. I've also communi-
cated this to the Union Civil Aviation
Minister and received a positive
response,” Jarkiholi said, opposing
the idea of locating the new airport
near Kanakapura Road in south
Bengaluru. “That area is already con-
gested with traffic and not ideal for
future growth. Building an airport
there serves no purpose,” he argued.

Countering his remarks, Deputy
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar said,
“It doesn’t have to be in Kanakapura,
but 1 have no objections to wherever
the airport is set up as long as it's ben-
eficial to Karnataka."
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AAl team inspects proposed sites for Bengaluru second airport

Shira would be ideal. If not, Nelamangala
or Tumakuru is more suitable. I've also

communicated this to the Union Civil Aviation
Minister and received a positive response

Meanwhile, TB Jayachandra, MLA
from Sira and the State Government's
representative in Delhi, said he had
submitted a letter signed by over 30
MLAs from north Karnataka recom-
mending Sira as the site for the sec-
ond airport,

Final decision within a
month

Minister for Infrastructure
Development MB Patil said that a
high-level AAl team had conducted

-Public Works Minister Satish Jarkiholi

surveys at three potential sites and is
expected to submit its findings with-
in @ month. “Once the feasibility
reports are reviewed, we'll approach
expert agencies for a detailed study,
after which the government will
finalise the location,” he said.

Patil also emphasised that merely
having land was not enough. “You
need developers. Just because [ want
it in Vijayapura doesn't mean it can
happen, Companies like Tata and
Adani assess feasibility and only then

encies; AAl to submit feasibility report in a month

come forward to invest,” he
explained.

No one can hijack this
project

Home Minister Dr G Parameshwara
also weighed in, commenting on the
various proposals. “A survey has been
conducted in Nelamangala and
Kanakapura too. But the airport must
meet AAL' strict guidelines. We wel-
come the recommendation for Sira,
but this project cannot be hijacked by
anyone,” he said.

He added that while several lead-
ers, including TB Jayvachandra and
Aravind Bellad, had suggested Sira,
the location might not be ideal from
the perspective of Bengaluru’s acces-
sibility.
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Playing politics on the runway

The government should pay heed to the needs of passengers and not politicians

STATE OF PLAY

Hemanth C.S.
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eldom do infrastructure
s projects, especially in

the mobility sector,
catch the attention of lawmak-
ers. The lack of attempts being
made to fix Bengaluru’s poth-
oled roads or speed up the
progress of the metro rail pro-
ject indicate this apathy in the
Karnataka’s capital city.

However, one large project
is drawing the attention of law-
makers. Even those outside
the city seem interested in get-
ting a slice of this massive real
estate pie, which could be
around 5,000 acres of land.

This project is the second
greenfield international air-
port in Bengaluru, which is a
necessity for the city as the
Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) will not be able
to accommodate more than its
peak capacity of 80 million-90
million passengers by the turn
of the next decade.

With no scope for the KIA's
expansion, the Karnataka go-
vernment began exploring po-
tential sites for the second air-
port a decade early, which is a
welcome sign.

Having finalised three po-
tential sites for the second air-
port — two on Kanakapura
Road in south Bengaluru and
one on Nelamangala-Kunigal
Road - the Karnataka State
Small Industries Development
Corporation, the industrial
and investment promotion
agency of the State govern-
ment, recently invited an Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI)
team to inspect them and con-
duct a feasibility study on
these sites.

To coincide with the AAI
team’s visit, 42 legislators
from various political parties
led by veteran Congress lead-

Karnataka

er T.B. Jayachandra petitioned
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
to develop the airport at Sira
in Tumakuru district, which is
about 120 kilometres from
Bengaluru. Prior to this,
Home Minister Dr. G Para-
meshwara had also pitched
for Tumakuru, his home dis-
trict located north of Bengalu-
ru, as the best location for a
second airport.

The lobbying for the airport
to be developed in these loca-
tions has deeper political
overtones, especially given
the ongoing battle over chief
ministership between the in-
cumbent, Mr. Siddaramaiah,
and his deputy, D.K. Shivaku-
mar. Two of the three shor-
tlisted sites which were in-
spected by the AAI team are
part of, or are close to, Mr. Shi-
vakumar’s Assembly consti-
tuency, Kanakapura. Those
who oppose the development
of the airport in south Benga-
luru have hinted that Mr. Shi-
vakumar will stand to gain if
the project comes up there.

Meanwhile, Infrastructure
Development Minister M.B.
Patil said that the second air-
port is being constructed for
the city and the decision is not
about personal preferences.
He said that the government
would go by the Centre’s di-
rectives, viability and feasibili-
ty reports, and a detailed pro-
ject report prepared by global
consultants. He also shot
down the demands of the 42
legislators, stating that setting
up a greenfield international

airport in Sira is not viable and
that a district-level airport
could, at best, be built there.
That leaves south Bengalu-
ru as the most viable option. Is
this a step in the right direc-
tion? Experts and IT heads
and a majority of those living
in the southern part of the city
believe it is. Prior to the open-
ing of the KIA in Devanahalli,
located in north Bengaluru,
there were calls for keeping
operational the existing Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) airport, located in the
eastern part of the city, for
commercial operations or at
least short-haul flights. Protes-
ters demanding this argued
that commuting to KIA would
be tedious for those living in
south and east Bengaluru due
to traffic woes. But the HAL
airport had to close commer-
cial operations due to an
agreement between the Union
Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Bengaluru International Air-
port Limited, the operator of
KIA. As per the agreement
signed on July 5, 2004, no air-
port can operate within an ae-
rial distance of 150 km of the
airport before the 25th anni-
versary of KIA, which falls in
May 2033. As this agreement
expires in 2033, KIA too will
run out of capacity, paving the
way for the second airport.
Residents of south Bengalu-
ru point out that building an
airport beyond the existing
one does not address their
concern. Besides, construct-
ing an airport in southern
Bengaluru would also thwart
competition from the pro-
posed Hosur airport, which
the Tamil Nadu government is
pursuing. After all, commut-
ing to the proposed Hosur air-
port to board a domestic flight
would be a better option for
residents of the southern part
of the city than travelling
more than two hours to reach
KIA or an airport beyond it.
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Delhiairport: Over 450 flights delayed,
many cancelled due tocongestion

NEW DELHI, PTI

Hundreds of passengers wait-
ed for long hours at the Delhi
airport on Saturday as more
than 450 flights were delayed
and many flights were can-
celled due to congestion, with
the situation starting to ease
from the afternoon onwards.

Chaotic scenes were wit-
nessed at the airport with
many passengers standing at
some placesinside the airport
and waiting for updates on
Friday evening and Saturday
morningastheimpactof flight
disruptions due to inclement
weather conditions persisted.

Many people took to social
media to complain about the
chaos and flight delays.

Delhi airport operator

DIAL putoutmultipleupdates
on social media platform X
about flightoperations,along
with some pictures of waiting
areasinside the airport.

In a post on X at 7.19 pm,
DIAL said flight operations at
theairport are normal across
all terminals.

At 5.01 pm, it said flight op-
erations attheairportarenor-
mal, butsome airlines arestill
affected by last night’s weath-
er conditions. “Ourteamsare
working hard to minimise
inconvenience. Please check
flight status on our website
and airline websites for up-
dates”.

Inapostatll.53 am, DIAL
said that last night’s inclem-
ent weather significantly
impacted flight operations

across country, “We want to
assure you that all airlines
and stakeholders are work-
ing hard to minimise any in-
convenience to passengers,”’
it said.

Over 450 flights were de-
layed and the averagedelayfor
departing flights was around
50 minutes. Around 18 flights
were cancelled, as per data
from flight tracking website
Flightradar24.com.

IndiGo, in a post on X, said
please expect a wait while fly-
ing to/from Delhi. “Ongoing
air traffic congestion in Delhi
is causing flights tobe held for
takeoffand landing clearance.
Due to the consequential im-
pact, a few flights across the
network are impacted too,” it
said.
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Over 15flights diverted at
Delhi airport due to adverse
weather conditions

Press Trust of indla
Haw Delhi April

More than I5 flights were
diverted at the Delhi air
port on Friday evening
due to Inelement weither
conditions

The national capital wit
nessed strong dust storms
and gusty winds,

A source said that over
15 Mlights were diverted at
the Indira Gandhi Interna
tiomal Airport (IGIA)

"Due to inclement weath
er conditions in Delhi,
some of the flights st Delhi
Adrport are impacted. Pas
sengers are advised to

contact thelr respective
nirdines for the latest ght
updates,” nirport operator
DIAL said na poston X at
1915 hours

IndiGo sald Delhi and
Jalpur are experiencing a
dust storm, affecting take
offs nnd landings and poten
tially causing air traffic
congestion. This may lead
to delays or diversions, the
operatar sifd in the post,

The lndia Meteorological
Department (IMD) issoed
an arange alert for

Delhi and the adjoining
NCR, warning of adverse
woather conditions in the
coming hours
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Amaravati project o
. . [ ] ﬁmﬂrﬂvﬂt] prﬂlﬂct Lagmonth, the AMRDAdeared 58 ernment's full support for the
" tenders for devel tal works  Amaravati project, sad
gets bigger: Naidu i Rl
The AndhraPradeshCapitalRegion  struction orupgradationof roalsand  total cost of developing the basic capi-

Govt seeks to acquire
another 30,000 acres

Plansinternational airport, more roads

New housmg for All IndiaService officers m the Amaravati

capitalarea, Sremuvas finvaia

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, APRIL 13

WITH ANDHRA Pradesh Chial
Minister N Chandrababo Maidu
reviving his dream project to
make Amaravati the state’s cap-
ital soon after he retumed to
power last june, the state gov-
ernment |5 planning 1o acguie
another 30000-40.000 acres of
land for additsonalinfrastructue
projects, including an fAterna-
tional arport.

This s inaddition tothe 34,241
acresacuired from 29881 frm-
ersn Evilbgesol Guniurdignct
during Maidu'searfier stint as O
Trean 2004 to 2015

Baidu had first anmounoed
Amaravati as the state capital
when the TDP came to pawer'in
2004, But after losing povwer in
2019, the project Was scrapped
Iy the YSRCP govermument which
propased a “three capital for-
muls® for “decentralised pover-
e — Amamvach a3 kegsba-
e capatal, Visakhapatnam as
admanistrative caplital, and
Kurnool a5 judiad capital

Waorkonthe Amaravat proj-
e trestarted alter Madu's mium
o porver Last June The state gow-
CYRMEnt now wanls 1o expand
the capi il development plan by
inchuding an intemational air-
portand more outer and inner

CONTINUEDDON PAGE2

Develo pment Authosity (APCRDA) is
leamitto be scouting for land in the vil-
lages located inthe core capital zone, in
Guniurand Knshnma districis

Acconding D Sournces,  new inker-
rational airpart has been proposed in
Amaravati not only to provide guick
and easy access to the capital ary, but
also inview ol the fact that the nearest
airport al Vignyawada may soon be-
comecongested.

Besides an airport, the additional
fand & proposed o be used foran outer
ringroad to provids acoess 1o the capi-
tal region, including the 16.9-sg-km
seed capitalarea, andio nevw highways
and expressways, mainly going to-
wards Hyderabad and other parts of
Andhra Pradesh induding
Machdipatnam and Visakhapatnam.

The Naidu government has put the
project on the fast track. APCRDA
Commissioner K Kannababu said
Prime Minister Marendra Modi has
been invited to inaugurate the restart -
ing of Amarnati works, estimated at
Rs 1 lakh crore. Chiefl Secretary K
Vijayanand sad Modi is expected to
come later this month.

briclges, construction of three reseroirs
aspartof the Krishna fver iood man-
dgernent plan, water supply.and develk
opment of parks and green spaces,

P Marayana, Minister for Municipal
Administration  and  Urban
Developrment said thes tender swaerne
part of the 73 works worth s 48,012
crore cleared by the Cabinet. About
20,000 workers from across the coun-
try, mostly from Uttar Pradesh, Bibar,
Jharkhand, Oclisha and hattigrarh, ane
expected in the state o workon the
jprojpects. Sources said the stte govem-
ment is confident of completing the
Amaravati project this time, after se-
curing funds [rom the Centre (s
15,000 crore ), Workd Bank (LISS 800
rmilfion LHUDCO(Rs 11,000 crore Land
ADB (LSS 789 million].

The Naidu government has also
staned re-engaging with the Singapore
government, which had hefped pre-
jpare Lhe original Amaravati master-
plan Earfier this month, Chief Secretary
K Vijayanand held talks with a
Singapore government delegation
which amrved in Amaravati. The state
government sought the Sngapore gov-

tal city of Amaravati, as per the pro-
posed plan and facilivies, at about Rs
64,000 crore.

According tothe plan, the groe nfiekd
project includes a 217-s0-km core cap-
il region withinw bech is the 16.9-5-
km seed capital area housing the
Secretaniat, Legislative Comples, High
Court building, housing for minigers,
MLAs, MLCs, HC Judges, semior [AS and
IS officers,

Nine theme cities are plansed in the
larger capital region —knowledse aty,
heakhcity.electronicsany, Durismarty,
justice aty, media aty, sports city, fi-
nance cityand govemment city.

The actual capital region plan en-
visagesa vas 74.20-50-km me tropoli-
L ane, covering Vipyawada ary and
summounid ing areas, nchuding the dis-
tricts of Guntur and Knshma, of which
217 sq km formsthe corecapital area

Mearmwhile, of the land acguired
earlier, the APCRDA has an excessofl
6,203 acres, of which 1900 acres will
beallocaird toorgan Sations A s vr-
ioussectors incuding education, med-
ical services and hospitality, according
Lo MVEnistEr Narayana
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Airport, thermal
power plant: PM
to launch slew
of projects in
Haryana today

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 13

CHIEF MINISTER Nayab Singh
Saini on Sunday said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's visitto
Haryana on Monday will mark
thebeginning of a new develop-
mental chapter for the state.
Modiwill launch several de-
velopment initiatives to mark
the birth anniversary of B R
Ambedkar. Modi willinaugurate
the Hisar airport and flag off a
commercial flightto Ayodhyain
Uttar Pradesh. He will also lay
the foundation stone of the new
terminal building at the airport.
At another event in
Yamunanagar, he will lay the
foundation stone of an 800 MW
modem thermal power unitof
Deenbandhu Chhotu Ram
Thermal Power Plant. He will
also address public gatherings in
Hisar and Yamunanagar.
Sainisaid thatunder the lead-
ership of Modi, the country is
making fast progress to realise the
vision of a developed nation by
2047, “Our mission is to ensure
that the light of development
reachesevery citizenand our na-
tioncontinues to progress on the
path of self-reliance,” he said.

SThelndian! s
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Leading corporate giants oppose eviction notice to vacate
parking slots for biz jets at Adani-owned CSMIA by July 31

MUMBAI: Several of Mum-
bai’s leading corporate glants—
including Essar, Aditya Birla
Group, JSW Steel, and the
Taj Growp—are pushing back
against an eviction notice
issued by the Adani-owned
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj  Intermational  Adrport
(CSMIA).

The notice directs them to
vacate their business jet park-
ing slots by July 31, 2025, While
airport authorities cite infra-
slructure u]:rgmdr:s a5 the rea-
som, industry insiders allege
its a strategic move o compel
aperators o shift to the upcom-
ing Navi Mumbai International
Airport, which is also con-
trolled by the Adani Group.

The controversy escalated
with the revelation that the
upcoming Navi Mumbal aie-
port intends to levy a Bs 20

crore parking stand fee, in
addition to an annual charge,
for corporate jel accommao-
dation. Industry insiders have
slammed the proposed fees as
“exorbitant” and possibly “ille-
gal" arguing that under the
Airports Economic Regula-
tory Authority of India { AERA)
Act, only the designated tariff
regulator has the authority o
approve such charges.
Business aircraft operators,
already grappling with ris-
ing costs, have raised serious
concerns. They note that most
high-end clients favour the eur-
rent airport for its convenienl
access lo South Mumbai,
However, under the new
arrangement, operators would
need to drop passengers al
CSMIA and then reposition
their aircraft to Navi Mumbai
for parking—a move expected

to drive up operaling expenses
by at least 30 per cent, largely
due to increased fuel con-
sumption and added logistical
complexities.

“This unilateral eviction is
unjustifiable,” said Group Cap-
tain (Retired) RK. Bali, Man-
aging Director of the Business
Adreralt Operators’ Associa-
ton (BACA). “We're not unau-
thorized occupants—we pay
prescribed rentals. This move
violates principles of public
infrastructure management.”

Mumbai International Air-

port Limited (MIAL) issued
termination letters to several
corporate entities on March 30,
citing the need o construct a
parallel taxiway and enhance
one of the two ninways.

AAHL, which operates
both airports, defended the
action, saying it was aimed al
boosting capacity at the busy
airporl. A spokesperson added
that parking stand fees at Navi
Mumbai would be sel via
open bidding based on market
dynamics.

The BADA has formally
appealed 1o AERA, demand-
ing increased parking space al
CEMIA and asking for any tem-
porary or permanent reloca-
tion to come at no extra cost. I
warned of legal serutiny if oper-
ators are burdened with unjus-
tified financtal obligations,

Adding to the unrest, com-

mercial aidines—both domes-
tic and international —are also
pushing back against pressure
to shift partial or full operations
i Navi Mumbai. The Interna-
tonal Air Transport Associa-
tion {IATA) warned that using
a “two-airport system” to force
airline movements could dis-
rupl operations. Set to apen in
June after delays, Navi Mumbai
Adrport’s first phase includes
one runway and a terminal
with a capacity of 20 million
passengers aJ'Lnuall)-'.

Adanis majority stake in
both airporis—76 per cent in
C5MIA and 74 percent in Navi
Mumbai—has raised concerns
about monopolistic practices.

As the July 2025 deadline
looms, the aviation sector is
bracing for turbulence—
on the E;ruu.nd as much as in
the skies, AGERCIES
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350 flights delayed
at Delhi airport

New Delhi: More than 350
flights were delayed at the
Delhl airport on Saturday
because of ongolng alr traffic
congestlon.

Soclal media users shared
pietures and videos of walting
passengers at the altrport

Operations at Indira Gan-
dhi International Afrport
(IGLA)Y were disTupted on Fri-
day avening becase of advarso
weather conditlons, and as a
spillover impact, operations
have also beon hit on Satoday,

“Flight operatlons at the
Delhl afrport are Improving,
However, a fow flights are
sHll Impacted because of last
mighit's weather condltions.

“Our on-ground tEams and
all stakehalders are working
together to mintmise any n-
convenience to passengers,”
DIAL said in a poston X.

According to the data
avallabie on the fiight tracking
wehsite, Flightradari4.com,
more than 350 flights have
beon delayed and the average
delay for fllght departures was
over 40 minntes.

“Omgoing air traffic con-

goestion In Delhl 1s causing
filghts t0 be held for takeoff
and landing clearance. Dus
to the conssquential im-
pact, a fow flights across the
network are impacted too,"
IndiGo satd. ena
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45-minute storm
blowsintoa
400-flight chaos
at Delhi airport
New Delhi: Flyers in and
out of Delhi faced double
disruption since Friday
evening. First, a dust storm
led to many incoming
flights being diverted to
other cities on Fridav

Then, there were long
delayvs in these flights final-
lv arriving at IGI Airport
due to the main runway be-
ing shut for upgradation,
triggering  network-wide
delays on Saturday, report
Saurabh Sinha & Priy-
angi Agarwal,

Over 350 departures
from IGI Airport wereaffec-
ted between midnight and
2pm Saturday, leaving thou-
sands stranded. The avera-
ge delay was 40 minutes,
and many airlines had to
cancel flights due to the sca-
le of disruptions. Over 40
Delhi-bound flights had be-
en diverted due to stormy
conditions on Friday.

» ATC suspends ops, P 22

ATC suspends
ops for nearly
45 mins at |Gl

» Continued from page 1

storm, with winds re-
aching Tdkmph, hit 1GI

around 6.30pm and created
chaos. The sudden change in
wind speed impacted take-
offs and landings, with Air
Traffic Control suspending
operations for nearly 45 min-
utes. The inclement weather
caused a cascading effect
with many flights arriving
and leaving late from Friday
evening to early Saturday:

On average, 1GIA han-
dles 1,300 flights and about 2
lakh passengers (domestic
and international) daily. The
sheer volume of passengers
affected meant stranded
flyers were packed like sar-
dines with airlines unable to
give clear information on
when their flights would op-
erate, “The weatherrelated
disruption was such that de-
spite our best efforts, there
has been unavoidable incon-
venience which we regret.
This factor was beyond our
control,” said an airline offi-
cial, with other airlines issu-
ing similar statements.

Delhi Airport tweeted at
11.53amon Saturday that pre-
vious night's inclement
weather significantly im-
pacted  flight operations
across the country

r l The strong thunder-
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Dehradun, Srinagar air fares up 487%
as holidayers flock to hill stations

Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

A scorching heat wave across
the country has pushed up
travel demand for hill sta-
tions in North India, result-
ing in up to 48 per cent in-
crease in last-minute airfares
to Dehradun and Srinagar.

The two rank among the
top five most-booked destin-
ations during the two long
weekends this month, ac-
cording to data from travel
portal ixigo. Other destina-
tions experiencing high de-
mand include Goa, Coim-
batore, Jammu, Port Blair
and Jaipur.

FARE SURGE
According to ixigo, the aver-
age one-way spot fare to Srin-
agar from Delhi and Mumbai
in the first week of April
was 29 per cent and 48 per
cent higher respectively, ona
year-on-year (y-o-y) basis.
For the Dehradun sector,
the highest increase in fares

Soaring airfares

Average one-way fare for the first week of

April 2024 mApril 2025 % increase

0 10,070 a2
M543 10 Seinagar b

8,260

i =
D e T 2
i 6,733
Kolkata to Port Blair 2_5,

All fares in¥  Fares are for tickets purchased one-two days before travel date

Source - ixigo

was seen from Kolkata (33
per cent), followed by the
Delhi and Mumbai routes,
which reported 11 per cent
and 7 per cent rise.

Among leisure destina-
tions, Port Blair has seen a
25-26 per cent y-0-y increase
in spot fares, driven by grow-
ing demand and fewer flights.

Domestic airlines are ex-
pected to operate 25,610
flights per week in the sum-
mer schedule, marking a 5.5
per cent growth on a y-o-y
basis.

Compared to the last

winter season, the increase is
a modest 2.4 per cent. “Hill
destinations continue to be a
key growth driver for Sarovar
Hotels this summer,” said
Akshay Thusoo, Senior Vice-
President ~ (Commercial),
Sarovar Hotels.

“We are witnessing a
strong start to the summer
with advance bookings up by
35-40 per cent compared to
last year. Overall, Q1 is shap-
ing up to be a strong quarter
for leisure travel,” said
Vibhas Prasad, Director,
Leisure Hotels Group.
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Tariff-triggered events won't
hit long-term plans: IndiGo CEO

Irdia's largast carder Indito is confident
that the global events triggered by tariff
hikes will not impacdt its long-term
plans. The large domestic market,
which includes a big untapped
segment, will help airlines, the
company’s Chief Executive Pieter Elbers
{pictured) said. "Some of the mone
recent dynamics and the global scale
are not changing any of our capacity
lexpansion) plans fornaxt year,” he said. He, however, said a
major economy like India cannot be insulated from a major
wiorld event like the tanfhwars. Elbers said the companyis
desirous of doubling its size by the end of the decade and the
same will not be impacted, i
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AAIB plans detailed analysis
system for aircraft incidents

Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (A&18) plans ta putin place
a system for camying out granular analysis of incldemnts and
accidents involving planes in the Indian airspade based on
varlaus pammeters, Coming under the civil aviation ministry,
AME is responsible for dassification of safety occurrences
invalving aircraft operating in the Indian airspace into accidents,
serlous Incldents, and Inddents. It carners out detallad
investigations into accidents and also suggests measures to
improve safety, PTI



ATE A}

AIRPL)H I'SAUT HURIT‘!’ OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 14 APRIL 2025

SreipIferes ArSTHIg
Yoh W AR : 3

TR ! T TSl TAeATS STl sl SR €
o Yk St o B ATl afvad Herei
1 SHD! SIERIAD ATSHIST T HIE ST
el T U o e i stfereer diey
Tead S foh gl Sie] s’ Qe
& AR HUT| 36 Fel, TANAGE TD
Tcfafertt & smret Hret o fora A amar
(forar) ATt | whiE agwa el 81 @1
2\ BTeifes, SEiH el fob e of e gt
AT Yoo g oid a2 Afersh e o
ST el T Fepoll | Ueard = =hel o o1
T o i Tk 279 ST/ i ST St ht
T © SN 30 WHE SWIA UsMl - 977



AIRPUH I'SAUT HORITY (JF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK BHASKAR DELHI 14 APRIL 2025

Gellsc H dEin

-fore diar zar ansh,
A ugad & Pruar
¥ | TR T AW W
@ﬁm % RS H OHE W
SE U T G e
i 781 91 39 He | g e
TE TR FRE 1 UNERY §
R RIE w O S
| A T W A F AR
AR & g s |
AR T S T A I I A
=19 14000 FH Tl Tl
i O &, e § 9 7%
Wi #1 W ® 3 SR
ﬁﬁgﬁqmmm
e TATRS F Teiica
e PR vae WEaR
F forn W ooy 3 el
W, FAEH F WA A
LEs) THR T W
i 3 PRI T 81



R LI ] 'rfrrrmr;:aa_ui&t:ﬂzm

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIK BHASKAR JATPUR 12 APRIL 2025

URUIC; ICHIZ Bl
TGO TATSE Y®

g SR H A9 S
at i % fo st
e 7 TRUE g fEd
SR TR AR
# FSIg F 0 FARRT
TR E ol e
SR H AROR @ g
FeAiz F fom v
S T S
R 1 5H ° T
3% 40| Foretere SRt
F fog off g Tl vemse
IURT T B  I
SR W 1 S F anorEt
4R FeEg F fou dhd
Teige T St



AIRPUH TSAUT HC)RITY OF lNL‘HA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIK BHASKAR

JATPUR

12 APRIL 2025

TS50 TeRenSa o1 3T $ac vnm- 3R 3em, fmci dfas w8 feme

= UeTise A 964 a1l ol #isTel udr 18l aldl, 7R 31k i A

& MR W GIHIT; AR 314 & 78T 31511 P18 BT Ul

ﬂsuﬁuﬁtﬁ?aﬁﬂm iffearaararsa arel & faudsa

SRS A TS SR R Fed 8, A 9 H F A
W T O % o i e de e 6 e

ARAR S | BT

T FITT 7 7T 9 U =, T
T 3 T e ° A SN fre
TiSe T F6 T T8 S S0EA A
T 3, WU S o T e
A &1 e F e ey
(Tees) 3 e i gud :c:ﬁ%‘rm:l
HFA TR TR T RS T
] TR H E & e YR o T
= e weE & T B =R
foe e T 9 TEUUE I TfE e
FoA F T AfET FF1 7% v @
AR e T A T o1 R e
et = @ 21 A e e
=4 W | A6 e §iea & o 3

I SIER] 8 &

W o O = e ST R A A S
A1 21 W W 99§ e 3 TR Wi i A

a\fwﬁfﬁm ﬁgﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁi@mmmm

A9E F Feid T8 ¢S el H SE

7 W & T T e T el & i G i F e

T T 2, 3 U S TEe 9§ o A 3 CERA 1 9 v 2 8, g9
fom e S 21 29 Srans ot S dm i #f ias F ST T

R 78 709 5 9 = w© ) g
o W W A ShEavE e B
2 TR S W A ISH F IRE A
T § A AT F g THIUE 7 U
i IFEAW 2024 T F o1 T RS

Fe | Tig T o = 9R o
W W it 1 T SR g
waE w0a ™ dge ¥ e
T &1 2, Teltian! S T Ui Frw
AR A e 1 = 38E o9

TiafaftEi vl 38 FauEes
fese feen e, formm
IR A e

T Y1 A o F @ U 4
v e fnfe e ) geneE 1 weRea
T T YiEed 9 o o 21 21 &N
g At 3ifaiter UiEIy TiE e f
o FeleeH ok 9 aA & 29 ae H
it €, formdr siten it wwen 76 at
aEl, P TRER & HWES Wiy
ﬂﬂﬁ!ﬂﬂfﬁwq?ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁaﬁl
S, WU He, 9 i A

G
1 U

S ¥ siEh, S5, w=iFEm, FEE
‘I € 1 o, I, 3 i 2
e e #g?mahwmﬂ’{

52 % fou @l € R
gammm%ﬂqﬁ|w



AIRF‘UR 'SAUT HORIT Y DF lNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN DELHI 14 APRIL Z0Z5

famT ST o feee,
Ugd 1 Hdi
ez, dad : s vEemw
FANGEE & HEERT UEERE
W17 °5E |/ wH 200 H Afaw
A F qHEE T AR w9
T wE YR 35 A @
TROE W OIEE o9, 39
AAET UATE W FAW A
1 T Tower = = T

UF AR 0 95 A T, T
&9 WRAE G 0 3 A faEe
o =y 1 T fF w9 9 e
Zaiil | THH fauE o Haw |9l
A= AT A 7 )



AIRPUF‘ I'SAUT HUFI'IT‘# OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

ES DAINIK JAGRAN DELHT 14 APRIL 2025

e e ot faum
nuifad, 200 I3H faafaa
7 feeell : JEPAR T 37 3T &
a5 I3 1 3 T TR fareE,
% ¥aar ot T T | e
21 T 200 33 3 G W FEA
Wit facifad 781 | 39 IR T
¥ | a8 WEPITIgH 159 20
fome ol 38 A e | i T
B e M A B
il il I B¢ 1 20 1 aelic ant
1112 39 & % W U 0E Bl &
HH Bl ol 1 | (@)



AIRPORTS AUT HORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIK JAGRAN KANPUR 13 APRIL 2025

1 u% R R weEs &
T T TFR & [0 78
Hﬁﬁam?ﬁqm
T\ WiEe Y saeE q
o
TR W

o W3 ¥ fAH Fa A @
¥ gran

® eITG @l Tlse 3a
@ ear ¥

A A HETA o o g1
TR E T % e T

e g
el A {E W ST W A
forem T 21 TEE O o
TTEE S F A
=] Wi I T8 & T
¥ EEE ® ISH W

IG5 AT F
=S| HEE A L
G fepme i swe &
fu «f 359 = FH &
AT =@ o1 39 W =EE
Pl = e o T e
ﬁﬁmwﬁm Ea

"IHEFJWEI*TTTF“P—JTI fa
HUH SIS I9
¥ fog 19 Hex famm =
TR AT E | A A T
ITH IF FE o T g
gigs = =9 R famea

TeAlE ToT O] A TS
& fou figge foar €
faMa 0 REE
¥ fou w9 @ vTM IE
F, 70 AW H 5% FE
SRR T T



AIRPORTS ALl ) HUP!T Y OF tNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

LOKSATYA DELHT 14 APRIL 2025

9D e DI GIelapIfciab oot
R 3R ofal: §iSan s

o TIIREEE

AEfgeel!, drmaE

I i T w2 T
e e & e
T A AT Tt m:mmhaﬁm
T A A T e v e ot e @
1% Wieme wE T TR DECE RS CRE il
T I e wed A T e o dfra
Wi e g A e T W W e o e
FET =LE AT UAersA #t EER i e i
TR TR FEEETE vt ww ¥ e e
g e Aakr A e o 2 E e aEaE

e o wdt s T e afestEt e
(famm) Arseat Hand At e adter Fa
T T TR ECRLEE e o

T, T T W R et = weam E
i T e IeE e Ao e F e s
it o e e A R E e ) it e
e TEd A wmE e St e
H T ¥ 3 7 A e



Corporate Communications Directorate

MINT

DELHI

14 APRIL 2025

Tariffs won’t hit long-term plan: IndiGo

flul'_*edback.(-'ﬂiwnm||1t.{m1

melia’s Largest carrier IndiGo
is confident that the glohal

events triggered by tariff

hikes will not mpact itslong
term plans. The large domestic
market, which includes a big
untapped segment, will help

airlines, the company’s chief

exvoutive Pieter Elbers told
FPTlinan intermetion,

"some of the more recent
dynamics and the global scale
are not changing any of our
capacity lexpansion) plans for
next yvear,” He however, said a
mmajoreconomy like India can-
not be insulated from o major
worldevent like the taritf wars,

Elbwers said the company is
desirousofdoubling itssize by
the end of the decade and the
sattrie will rt Des it ], The
long-term businesstrajectory
psone ol growthand the airline
will not he affected if there is a
quarter of blip or high achieve-

Despite near-term headwinds, we are confident of continuing to
stran gthen our network, says IndiGa CED Pieter Elbers REUTERS

mients aswell, e said,
Toaquestion on duspolyin
India’s aviation market—Tatas
are theonly formidatsle com
petitorsto Indigo—and how he
sees it puing ahead, Elberssug
gestin] that havinganairine of
big size and scale thatisable to
compele globally would be
helpful for India. He said simi-
larconsalidatinn was observed

also inother aviation markens,

Toa question on the review
of seats framework by Indian
authorities while negoiiEring
with other countries, Elbers
sitid] parting seals representsa
“missed  opportunity” lor
Indian carriers, as the foreign
carrivrsare benefiting from it

India needsairlimesand also
the maintenance, repair and

overhaul facilites given the
employment potential, he
saicl, adding that Indigo sends
its atreralt overseas for such
works. To underline employ
ment potential, he said Indigo
eariplovsaver GO, 000 preople,
COin some volces pitching for
capping of domestic airfares,
b saied thee Fares goup during
seasons, and added that it is
only during occasions like the
Rumblh Mela when the fares
really skyrocket. Und erlining
that airlines serve an impor-
tant role from economic and
social perspective, he pitched
for market forces tobe allowed
to play, Average ticket cosis
are not =0 high, and India is
one of the most competitive
avistion marketsin the workd,
With a new airport coming
upr in the satellite city of Navi
Mumilsai, Elbers siid at a con
ceptual level, Inditro will like
(o grow rom the newer fcili
tieswhile maintaining the ser-
viees at the older airports.
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New master's
courses to bridge

gaps in road tunnel
construction,
aviation operations

The programmes’ curriculum was designed in collaboration with key
industry stakeholders, such as Indian Railways, RDSO, Airbus, and Alstom

Divyansh.Kumar
@timesofindia.com

o0 deal with India's ex-

panding transportation

infrastructure demand,
Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya
(GSV), Vadodara, the country's
first transportation and logis-
tics university, has introduced
two specialised postgraduate
programmes: an MTech in
Bridge and Tunnel Enginee-
ring and an MBA in Aviation
Operations and Management.
The courses aim to offer ex-
haustive application-based le-
arning to cater to widely ex-
panding transportation and
aviation sectors.

GSV has partnered with
key industry stakeholders,
such as Indian Railways,
RDSO, Airbus, and Alstom, en-
suring that teaching is embed-
ded with real-world applica-
tions and integrates emerging
technologies to prepare stu-
dents for industry demands.

Bridges redefined

The MTech in Bridge and Tun-
nel Engineering programme
comes at a time when India is
witnessing unprecedented
growth In transportation in-
frastructure development.
Speaking with Education Ti-
mes, Manoj Choudhary, vice-
chancellor, GSV, says, “Across
railways, roads, and defence
establishments, there is an in-
creasing demand for bridge
and tunnel expertise. Many
existing structures are 60 to
100 years old. Thus, there is an
increasing demand for innova-
tive design skills and mainte-
nance expertise.”

The three-year program-
me’s core subjects include ad-
vanced structural analysis, fi-
nite element methods, geo-
technical considerations, and
earthquake engineering. Whi-
le a standard MTech program-
me spans twoyears, this speci-
alised course for working ex-
ecutives has been extended to

three years to ensure that stu-
dents can manage their acade-
mic responsibilities without
compromising their professio-
nal commitments.

“We cover everything from
steel bridge design to pre-
stressed concrete structures
and tunnel lining analysis. The
curriculum includes modules
on bridge management sy-
stems, seismic design, and
even aesthetics. This is not
just about constructing new
infrastructure but also about
ensuring long-term quality
and safety,” Prof Choudhary
adds. The programme is desig-
ned keeping in mind India’s di-
verse geographical demands
and challenges to construct ro-
ad and railway networks as it
Incorporates geotechnical
considerations. For the mas-
ter's courses, GSV will conduct

The teaching integrates
emerging technologies
to prepare students for
industry demands

its own entrance exam rather
than utilising existing national
testing frameworks, potential-
ly limiting the applicant pool.
The programme also features
a strong hands-on compo-
nent, integrating industry
projects, and a dissertation
that focuses on real-world
challenges. “Our approach is
to ensure that quality is built
into the design process from
day one, rather than being an
afterthought,” says Prof Cho-
udhary.

Aviation momentum

Parallel to the MTech course,
GSVissettointroducean MBA

_ generated by Al

in Aviation Operations and
Management. The two-year
programme aims to capitalise
on India’s rapidly expanding
aviation business and logis-
tics. “Thenumber of airportsin
India has grown from 74 to 157
in the last decade, and we ex-
pecttoreach 350airportsinthe
next 10 years,"” he says.

The two-year MBA pro-
gramme is tailored for in-
dustry professionals and
blends academic course-
work with practical exposu-
re. “We have structured the
course to cover essential to-
pics such as flight opera-
tions, airport management,
maintenance, and even airli-
ne revenue management. In
addition to standard MBA
subjects such as managerial
economics and marketing,
we delve deep into aviation-
specific topics like air traffic
management and aviation
law,"” he adds. The program-
me promises an experiential
learning approach with a
major focusonindustry part-
nerships. Inputs from Airbus,
AirIndia, and Indigo have hel-
ped in designing a robust cur-
riculum. “This is not a generic
MBA but has been designed
by considering the demands
of the aviation industry. Every
component—frominternships
to project work — is designed
to ensure that our graduates
are ready to handle the dyna-
mic challenges of a technolo-
gy-driven aviation landsca-
pe," Prof Choudhary adds.

Practical training

GSV's approach is deeply em-
bedded in the philosophy of
“learning by doing.” The uni-
versity has been actively invol-
ving industry experts in curri-
culum design, ensuring that
the courses remain relevant to
the real-world challenges.
“Around 33% of our academic
council consists of industry
professionals. Their continuo-
us input helps us keep our cur-
riculum aligned with the latest
tech advancements,” Choud-
hary adds.
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