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State Identifies Site for Ballari Airport: Patil

Qur Bureau

Bengaluru: Karnataka has identified a potential site
for a proposed airport in Ballari. If found feasible,
furthoer steps will be taken after consultations with
local public representatives, led by the chief minisier,
indusiries minister MB Patil said on Friday

The minister was responding to a guestion raised by
Gangavathi MLA G Janardhana Reddy (BJP) in the
legislative assembly:

“A site located about 18 km from Ballari has been
earmarked. If thelocation is found suitable, the next

steps will be taken after discussions with public repre-

senbal |'LP'< from Ballari, Vijayanag gara and Koppal
districts,” Patil said in a statement. “The proposed
Ballar] atrport should benefit not only Ballar disteict

but also the penple of Koppaland

l!hl.n:l feasible, Vijavanagara,” he added.
furtherstepswill  Theannouncement comes after
be taken after Patil earlier this week unveiled
consultations plans to build analirport inthe
with lacal public Kalvonn Karnataka rogion to
representatives,  support the northern part of the
led by the chief state. The newly identified site is
minister, says located about 33 km from Hosapeie,
minister Patil 26 km from Hampi, 33 km firom

Sandur, 75 km from Koppal, 14 km
from Kurugodu, 13 km from Toranagallu, and 43 km
from Siruguppa. However, (is saitability for anairport
will need to bedetermined by the Alrports Authority
of India, Patil said. Alrports, the mindster added, must
be planned with foresight to avold mistakes seen in
Hubballl, Belagavi and Vijayvapura.
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Noidaairport
expects to handle
4 m passengers
this calendar vear

Aneash Phadnis
Mumihas

Noida International Airport
(NIA) expects tohandle upto
4 million passengers in CY
2026, its developer Zurich
Alrport said in un investor
presentation this week

The NIA received an aero-
drome leence from the Dir
ectorate Ceenernl of Civil Avi-
ution on March 6.

While the date for itz in-
:._Tmtim has not been fi-

ised, the NIA (s expected
00 COMMENnce  operations
within 3045 davs after re-
ceiving the aserodrome I
cence, Zurich Airport said.

In the initial period, the
airport will handle domestic
and cargo flghts with day-
time operations,

Operations are expected
to ramp up in three-four
maonths,

ROBUST NETWORK
“We ane working closely with
girfines to develop a robust
and well-balanced imterng-
tional network,” it said.

The NIA added that the
pirport's  security  pro-
gramime i being reviewed by
Buremu of Civil Aviation Se-
curity and approval expected
in due coourse.  “Sub-
sequently, NIA will co-ordin-
ate with all partners to plan
formal  innuguration  and
commencement of commer-
cinl operations,” it added.

Meanwhile, Akasa Air and
the NIA jointly announced
setting up of & malntenance
repair and overhaol (MRO)
fmcality at the airport.

Under the agreement,
Akasa Air will operate o
state-of-the-arm MRO fucility
within the airport premises,
offering advinced MBO ser-
vices at the NIA, supporting
1 broad spectrum udpﬂmlg
malnIenance activities.,
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Patil slams centre over airport status

arnataka Infrastructure
Kl]cvclopnmni Minister

M B Patil on Wednesday
criticised the Centre for de-
claring Madurai airport in Ta-
mil Nadu as an international
airport while not granting
similar status to the Hubba-
Ili and Belagavi airports in
Karnataka, calling the move
discriminatory and unaccep-
table.

Patil alleged that the
decision appeared to be
influenced by the upcoming
Tamil Nadu elections and

=
5 - E e
questioned the Centre's

indifferent attitude towards
Karnataka's long-standing

demand. “The Narendra
Modi-led central government
has declared Madurai Airport
as an international airport
but has not taken a similar
decision regarding Hubballi
and Belagavi airports. This
reflects a discriminatory
approach. How can it be
butter for them and lime for
us?” he said in a statement.
The Union Cabinet
on Tuesday approved the
proposal to declare Madurai
airport as an international
airport. —PTl
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City activists push faster alrport suburban rail deadline

group of 40 environmentalists,
Acwm activists, mobility experts

and citizens has approached
the Karnataka Rail Infrastructure
Development Company (K-RIDE)
seeking revision of the March 2030
deadline for the airport corridor of
the Bengaluru Suburban Rail Pro-
ject. In a letter to Managing Director
Lakshman Singh on March 12, they
urged advancing the target to March
2028 and accelerating Corridor 1
work.

“We have urged K-RIDE, in the
larger interests of the quality of life
of millions of people living in and
around Bengaluru, to urgently and
comprehensively review and revise
the Corridor 1 target to March 2028.
We expect Intelligent solutions and
actions from technocrats, instead of
reasons for delays in a much-needed

public transport project. With all
planning and alignment permis-
sions in place, at this stage, we firm-
ly believe March 2028 is doable,” the
group said in the letter.

“Citizens have fought for subur-
ban rail for decades. It is tragic that
Bengaluru still waits. Every delay is
a betrayal of commuters who suf-
fer daily in traffic. Fast-track subur-
ban rail, and you will restore faith
in governance and give Bengaluru
hope,” said Rajkumar Dugar, found-
er of Citizens for Citizens (C4C).

Experts also pointed out that the
suburban rail project and track dou-
bling works have faced major delays,
with none of the four corridors near-
ing completion. According to them,
slow progress is increasing project
costs while prolonging inconven-
ience to commuters.

“As per our information, the
overall on-ground work done on
doublings is less than 50 percent,
and on BSRP, it is less than 15 per-
cent. This pathetic progress brings
disrepute to Bengaluru. For a global
city, having earned itself the sobri-

quets of Silicon City, IT City, BT

City, Science City, and Tech City,
the snail-paced work by KRIDE until
now is eroding trust and diminish-

ing impact, while being extremely

disturbing,” the group said.
Apart from expediting work on
the airport corridor, the group urged

authorities to resume work on the
second and fourth corridors, iinalise
the third corridor between Kengeri
and Cantonment, and begin work
on depots at Akkupete and Solde-
vanahalli. “Bengaluru is India’s
growth engine, yet our infrastruc-
ture lags. The Suburban Rail Project
is not a luxury, but a necessity. Ben-
galuru deserves world-class mobility.
Authorities must accelerate BSRP to
match the city’s economic stature,”
said Mohandas Pai.

“Bengaluru’s air quality is wors-
ening daily. Suburban Rail is the
green solution we cannot afford to
delay. Every stalled project is a blow
to the environment. BSRP must be
prioritised over road-centric vanity
projects,” said Dattatreya Devare,

trustee of Bangalore Environment
Trust. — BMB
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21 flights
cancelled at KIA

BENGALURU, DHNS: A
total of 21 flights were
cancelled at the Kempe-
gowda International Air-
port on Wednesday due
to the ongoing airspace
restrictions.

The keyimpacted sectors
are Abu Dhabi, Riyadh, Jed-
dah, Dammam, Dubai, and
Doha.

Overall, 11 arrival flights
and 10 departures were can-
celled.

With the operations im-
proving at the airport, the
airportauthoritieswithheld
details about the currently
operational flights to West
Asia.
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Akasa Air Plans to
Set Up MRO
Facility at Noida

Press Trustof india

Al A lrgeort For setilng up an
uft maindennncs, repair and
overhau] | MR} fockliiy af the Je
warairport in Uttar Pradesh

Under the collnboration, Akas
Aarwill operate Emcility within
the nirport premises, offering od
vanced ¥R services, supporiing
1 broad spectimum of maintennnes
nctivities, it s 1

iITY'8
ATy will
L e

This would be Aknsn Air's firsl

MHO facility, sinee it launch in
August 2 This partiership

tunities

velopment and emp
lpwment in the e
gion,”  said Clris

Sclinallis

Tabasrank B
TR
tabecritical wlag tosmard &1

ssdrellsbly g while advancing
uenovating and op
rationnl meeellenoe
nerass the seotar, the statememt sa
il The parinership also o 51
magor step in shapiog an integr

tedl avintion ponsvstem that sap
ports industry growdih

A Indin's aviation market conti
Filbs 10 P 3 ]

hackbome
while contritmting 1o the develop
ment of @ more self-reli
tionecoaystem inlndia.”
h & the Ddrectorate Ge
neral of Civil Avintion issued the
hil e licence ¥
il Adrport, o a
qards the commenie-
mentof light operations
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DGCA examining Air India
request for pilot flight duty
time norm relaxations

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation {DGCA) i8 ex-
amining a request from Alr
India for a relaxation in pilot
Aight dury time norms for in-
ternational flights that have
become longer due to air-
space restrictions.

Air Imdia is operating
flights to Europe and the US
taking routes via Egypt and
Greece,

Outhound flights to the
'S are making rechnical halt
at Rome and Vienna. Flights
to Europe are taking up to
two howrs longer than usual,
prompting Air India o seek a
relaxation.

FLIGHT DUTY RULES

An official said Air India had
submined a request seeking
varation from the pre-
scribed Flight Duty Time
Limirations to operate cer-

Air India has
sought an
extension of
90-115 minutes in
limits to tide over
challenges due
the closure of lran
and Iraq airspace

tain sectors with two pilots
due to operational con-
straints arising from the
closure of the Iran and Irag
airspace, which have resul-
ted in longer fight routings
and increased Aight ime.

Currently, under the rule,
the maximum fiving time for
two-pilot operations is 10
hours and Aight duty period
is 13 hours,

Air India has sought an ex-
tension of 90-115 minutes in
applicable limits to tide over
the challenges.

“The matter is under ex-
amimation,” he added.
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Amid disruptions, Air India evaluates East Asia routes

llnhl-t WVaid
Mew Delhi

The Tata Group-led Air India
is evaluating new services to
East Astan destinations such
as Osaka and Jakarta, as well
as Phnom Penh, even as it ac-
tivates contingency routing
plans to maintain connectiv-
ity on westhound long-hanl
flights, industry sources told
Iesinessiine,

According o industry
sources, flights to Osaka may
be reinstated by the end of
the upcoming summer
SEASON.

The airline hod earlier op-
erated services to the Jupan-
ese Oty pror fo s
privatisation.

As per sources, Japan's

STRATEGIC SHIFT. Air India has activated contingency f ight
Pil.ﬂ'l'i o Furnpc and the US

popularity with tourists |s
among the factors being con-
sidered for the move.

They added that the coun-
try is expected to see a fur-
ther rize in tourist inflows
during the upcoming sum-
MEr SEas0n.

As such, Air India is evalu-
ating deployment of a Boging
787 on the Osaka route,

Besides, Indonesla and
Cambodia are countries of
active expansion interest for
Air India, sources added.

When contacted, Air India
did mot elicita response.

Motahly, the evaluation of
East Asia routes comes amid
disruptions in West Asian
airspace,

The escalation of the con

fliet involving the United
Srates, Israel and Iran has
resulted in the closure of se-
lect Gulf airspace, leading to
widespread cancellations by
India-based carriers to West
Aslaand Europe.

Industry dota indicated a
significant number of tlight
cancellations operated by In-
dian carriers following the
airspace closures.

AIRSPACE DNSRUFTIONS
However, industry insiders
said the airline has activated
contingency routing plans
that were developed during
last year's reglonal alrspace
disruptions in West Asia to
sustain connectivity to key

markets  including  the
United Kingdom, Europe,
Canada and the US.

Speaking to businessiine, a
senjor airline official had
carlier said the network
planning teamn had “war-
gamed  multiple  conflict
seenarios” and identified vi-
able alternatives in the event
of restricted Gulf airspace.

Accordingty, services
bound for Europe, the US
and Canada are being routed
through airspace over the
Red Sea, Egypt and the Medi-
terranein Sea o bypass con
strained zones, These adjust-
ments add approximately
3045 minutes to average
European flight durations.

[n addition, for services 1o
the US and Canada, Air Indin
has incorporated technical
halts at Rome and Vienna for
refuelling before continuing
transatlantic operations.
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IndiGo tickets get costlier
over fuel surcharge levy

—
Dur Bursau
Mumbai

IndiGo has imposed a fuel
surcharge manging from
T425-T2 300 in view of sharp
risein fuel prices,

The surcharpe will come
iite  effect from Friday
midnight.

While tickets on domestic
and South Asia routes will
get costlier by T425, West
Asia truved will gret costlier by
TS0,

Tickets to South East Asia,
China, Africa and Central
Asia will sttract T1,800 sur-
charge and those to Europe
will get pricier by 12,300,

HIKING FARES
IndiGo is the second Indion
carrier after Air India to im-
pose the levy and joins grow
ing list of airlines hiking
fares.

International Air Trans-

port Association’s jet fuel
monitor indicates 35 per
cent increase in fuel price in
the region.

“Awiation turbine fuel rep-
resents 4 sipnificant share of
airlines’ operating cost. This
sudden and steep increase
will have a material impact
on all airlines’ costs and net-
waork, including  IndiGo's,
While offsetting the entire
impact of this fuel price
surge requires a very sub-
stantial adjustment to fares,
IndiGo has introduced a rel-
arively smaller amount as a
fuel charpe keeping in mind
the consequential burden on
customers,” the airline said.
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Airlines flag rising
refinery margins
behind ATF spike

Sharp fluctuations

St}

M Erent Cnade = Platts premism il refoery margin | 8 ATF price (MORAE")
st I @

avy for FYIE

v S Q

* MOPAL: Mgan of Patts fuah Gulf, the benchmark for 17 priomg
inindia; ssuns: Avation mduckry officals

DEEPAK PATEL
Mews Defhi 13 March

Aviation marbdne fuel (ATF)
prices in Insdls have risen far
mare sharply than erude oll
prices since the West Asia con-
flict bepan on February 28, &
Intian refinees’ margies on jet
fusl have expanded stesply
even though thelr cost of con-
verting crude oil i ATF has
largely remainad unchangad,
aviation Industry exscutives
1old Biesiress Stadered.

As ATF rypically sccounis
fior neardy 40 per cent of an sdr-
line's aperating expensas In
Imdllka, the drmmatie Inoreages
in pet fuel prices have pushed
alrfares upward and forced
Inadla’s rwo misjor carriess (o

Impose a “fuel surcharge® on
Pessciioers

S:s.ﬂlng- Thussday, Adr
Infls Introduced & fusl sor-

charge of T390 on all domestie
flights and %10 on Lnferms-
thonasl flghts 1o Sasre coun-
tres, West Askn, and Sing-
xpore. Fallowing sulr, IndiGa
on Friday announced a fuel
surcharge to ke implemented
from Saturday — T425 on do-
mestic and Indian subcond-
nent flights, Tooo for Middle
East flights, 1,800 fior South-
el Asla West Asia, Chinaand
Afriea, and T2 300 for Europe.

Baith carrlers sald the move
came n response to 4 sharp
spike in ATF prices trigmened
by thea ongoing condlict in West
Asla, "While offsenting the an-
tire impact of this fuel price
surge requbnes o very substan-
tial sfusrment to fores, IndiGa
has Introduced o relstively
smaller armaune a8 a fae] char-
e, keeping in mind the conse-
quentisl burden on custsn
e, IndiGo salkd Tem to Page T

Airlines llag rising refinery
margins behind ATE spike
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TRAVEL TRAVAILS

Tourism bears the bruntas uncertainty hits flight opsin Gulf

PAVAN KUMAR H
& NAINAJA
HUBBALLI/MANGALURU,
DHNS

ncertainty over flight
l I operations, particu-
larly those transiting
through Dubai or originating
from Gulf countries, is se-
verelyimpacting the state’s
tourism sector.

Nearly 75% of bookings
for both inbound and out-
bound tourists with tour op-
erators have been cancelled
since March 1, with almost
no new bookings reported to
the war-affected countries.

With March to May being
holiday season for Indians, a
majority of outbound tour-
ists had booked family tour
packages to Arab countries

and Europe. The war in
West Asia has also impacted
religious tours for Muslims
during Ramzan,

Tour operators told DH
that tourist arrivals this
March have dropped by
nearly 80% compared to pre-
vious years, especially from
Israel, European countries
and United States.

As Dubai serves as a key
transit hub for many trav-
ellers, partial closures and
frequent flight disruptions
due to warnings of missile
and drone attacks have hit
tourism sector in the state.

Karnataka Tourism Soci-
ety vice president Mahalin-
gaiah S said March to May is
the peak holiday season for
ourbound tourists.

“Regular cancellation of

flights and sudden changes
in timings have led many to
cancel their plans,” he said.
He said the sector may not
recover from the impact for
at least two months even if
hostilities end immediately.
“Tour operatorsin Karna-
taka are expecting to suffer
50% to 60% of the losses
this season due to drop in
inbound tourists,” he said.
Vathika Pai of Nirmala
Travels told DH that a cus-
tomised holiday tour sched-

uled for March has been
cancelled, while customised
tours planned for April have
been put on hold.

Subrahmanya HP, region-
alincharge of Vikram Trav-
els and Resorts India Pyt
Ltd, said the company had
cancelled tours to Dubai till
the end of May. “Our Dubai
season runs from September
to end of May. Due to prevail-
ing conditions, we cancelled
planned departures. We are
now focusing on destina-
tions like Bali, Vietnam and
Thailand,” he said.

Flight cancellations from
Gulf have disrupted travel
plans of many overseas In-
dians planning to visit their
native places for Ramzan.

Advocate P A Hameed
Padubidri, who works in

Riyadh, said several Indians
who had travelled for Umrah
pilgrimage and others on
tourist visas have remained
stranded in the Gulf.

Tickets to India that were
booked months earlier for
around 400 to 500 Saudi
Riyals are now available at
nearly 2,500 Saudi Riyals.

Gopal, a guide in Hampi,
said the number of foreign
tourists visiting the heritage
site had dropped drastically
over the past 10 days.

The war has also impacted
sea routes. Since the first
cruise call in December, a
total of 1,164 passengers
and 820 crew members
have arrived in Mangaluru.
Three more cruise ships are
expected to visit the port
before end of tourist season.
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India- Gulf Flights Slowly
Resume Amid Turbulence

Airlines restore
frequencies even as
Middle East airspace
disruptions persist

Our Bureau

Mumbal: Alrlines are gradually
inereasing Night freguenches bt
ween [ndlaand the Gull evenasthe
regional conflict contines o dis
rupt ons ol thworkd's bishestavis-
ton corridors, forcing lnrge-scalo
cancellations and allcting (hou
aandds ol passongers,

Imdin's civil wiation minisiry
id on Friday 11 is “closaly monlio
ring the evolving situation in the
West Asia region and (s lmpact on
alr triwvel betwoen Lnrlmdz:-d oot
ries in the regon,” as airlines ad
just operations to ensure pos
senger safiety ond contl
ity ol servioes

The  disrif
|I"'"

Elioiy i)

L i
-

ot

lrwes the psenlation of hostilites in
vl i thee LTS, Esrwed andd I, and
Tehran's redalietbon against 1S ne
ighbatrs, foreing i lnes worldwi
die to ookl parts of Middles Eastern
airspace & key transit corridor
linking Asia with Europe and
NorthAmerica,

As of Fridoy sevoral cariors we
e sl operating redoced schisdis
hes while rerouting Nights around
sensitive pones, Increasing travel
tirmes anil operational compleciy

Ikata trom @y lation analyies frm
Cirium highlighis the scale of the
disruption.  Since February 28,
when the wir bisgan, more than
000 Nights wore schaduled inand
ol of the Middle East through
Thurscay: af wihick over 48, 00 we
recaner e

Despite the turmotl, demand on

the Inviliis-Gulll route has remadned
strong, The mindstry sajd 150857
passangors travelled Ieom Gull co
urtrics o India betwoen Febroary
2 and Wednesday:

“Flight operations by Iindian car
riers to/from Riyadh have resu-
el from Mareh 12, 2026, the mini
sty sadd

Aamld the volatile oporating envi
ronmiend, alrlines hive began cag
Uhsly restor]ng roubesand mdoing
capaciy

Acr Dnalka skl §0 wrl 1] eoperinle TH ol
ditiomal International Nights -
ween March 10 and March 18, ad-
ding 17,660 seats across nine roules
connecting Delhl and  Mumi=al
with destinptbons in Buroge, the
L%, Matleltves and Sri Lanka (o ne
cormisiate passnnmeres strugeling
tofird trawvel opdlons.

lndlﬁn toLevy Surcharge on All Flights

Delhl; IngiCo on Fr |r|.}g.- Said if il lewy
fuel charges on damestic and infer-

national fights starting Saturday amid the
steepsurgs injet fuel prices due tothe Iran war
The charges will range fromed 25 to 2,300 par
ticket based an the destination. Rival Air India had
#ar|ier introduced a similar surcharge. "While
offsetting the entire impact of this fuel price surge
requires avery substantial adjustment Lo fases,

incfilio has introduced a relatively smaller amount &s a fuel
charge, kesping Inmind the consequential burden oncustomers.” India’s
largest airling said in a statament =0ur Bureaw
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Airlines seek govt aid amid Iran war

ADITYA KALRA &
ABHUITH GANAPAVARAM
New Delhi, March 13

INDIA'S BIGGEST AIRLINE
[isdiCG o s ackifg the pover o
ment to cut fuel e and
along with rival Alr India,
pressing New Delhi in get pri
vate alrports to lower some
charges, three sources told
Rewters, as conflict in West
Asda addsto the carriers" finan-
cial pain

IndiGo and Alr India are
facing a double whammy as
the Iran war makes it difficuli
for carmiers to use West Asian
almpace at atimewhen Indian
airlines are already banned
from Pakistan’s alrspace dusto
diplomatic tensions between
New Delhi and lslamabad,

That has left the two carrt
ersfadng higher ostson their
intermational network ax they
are forced to take longer
rorutes, with IndiGo Qying to
the UKy Afmica and &ir India
adding astop on some Qights
to NorthAmerica,

The aldines are lobbying
the Inden Emerniment to pro-
vide financial relief, specifi-
callyrelated toaviation-redated

DOUBLE WHAMMY

mindiGo and

Air indla have

sought

rationalisation

of some

charges at

privately-

ownied

Erports

®Air india has asked govt to reduce

IThl:a_hrﬁnu local taxes an premium econamy

:" irbaps tickets to 5% from 18%

the lran war mindiGa is mATFattracts a

makes it seeking tax refief  federal tax of

difficult far on ATF, which 11% and

carTiers to use makes up additional state

""_'r“tm“ T0-40%, of an levies that can be

srEpace airling’s expenses | ashighas 29%
taxes and charges, said the IndiGo, Air India and

three sources, all of whom are
famiiarwith the matter,
Inclitio is seeking tax relef
onaviation turbme fusl (ATF),
whichmakesup 30-40%aofan
airline’s expenses but attracts
afederal tax of 11% and adidi-
tirmalstate leviesthat can beas
high as X994, sald two of the

Hunces.

Imcdia’s covil aviation ministry
didnotrespondto mquestsfor
coimaiedst

Inditio had a domestic
market share of 6 3.6% In Jan
uary, while Air India Group
controlled 265 %,

Indilio and Air India also
sought the ratdonallsation of
some charges at privately-

owned atrports, like feeslovied
on passengers, arguing they
were higherinsomecasesthan
at stite-run alr PLI” 5 AI:I.IJ miis £
be reduoed, said thesources.

The coumtry's two biggest
imternational carmers did not
operate 64% of their 1,230
schedledflights to'West Asia,
Europe and Morth America
from February 28, when the US
and Isracl launched theirmm
paign :IH-Ii.I‘LHI lran toMarch @,
Cirium dats s hows.

Last week, HSBC said that
the current situation in West
Asia would lead to a“signifi-
cant burden® on the cost and
profitability of Indian alrlines

Air India ha s also asked the
government to reduce loal
taxes on premRmm coonomy
tickets to just 5% from 16%,
sald oneof the sources, Theaie-
line, owned by Tata Group and
Singapore Aiclines , has fore-
castahitof 5600million ayear
dije io the Pakistan alrspace
ban which started in Ap il
2025, Reuters has reported.
The airfine, which was sold by
the Indian government In
2022, mwported a bass of 5433
milliom last year

=—REUTERS
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IndiGo introduces
fuel charge onint’,

dometic routes

FE BUREAU
Hew Dalhi, March 13

INDMZO AIRLIMES OM Friday
introduced a mew fuel charge
eff ective March 14 in response
tothe rising fuel coststhat are
imipacting the aviathon sector,

The rn|.|r|1r§,"'-': largﬂ.r air
lineplans tocharge lts domes-
tic ustomers T4 25 per ticket
as fwel charpe, whilecustomers
hrnrl:lling 1o West Asia wall be
asked to pay 1900 perticket
Similarky, passengerstravel ling
to South East Asia, China, and
Africa will have to pay £1,800
per ticket as fuel charge, while
tovrists to Europe will have to
pay T2,300 per ticket

The develo pment comes a
few days after the Air India
group had made a similar
announcement toimpoe fuel
sumharges.

"This measure s taken dus
to the signifimnt surge infuel
prices fallowing the angoing
peopolitical issues in the Mid
dle East IATA's jet fuel monitor
indicates an 85 +9% ncrease in
fuel prices for the region’
[neditro svid in it statement,

The lran eonilice, combined
withan Ongoin Eh.an on IndEan
carriers |n Pakdstan'salrspace ks
I'u|:|.'|:||.g.; hIIIHL"I International

RISING COST

p——

-

Eak ——— e ——
Additional fuel charge
e secton linE)
Indiian Subcontinent

525

West Ana
.
.‘.inu'lh East &sm,
China and Africa

Europe

2,300

routes— [ndiGo now fikesto the
L Kvia Adraca wihileAdr Indiabuas
added stops on some North
Americain I]i.g!lt:—m:l.'.:lngllpﬂ-
ational costs Thishasadded an
estimated bwato thres hours of
nghl time and a 15-20M%
Increase in fusl consumption
T hese In'ngr"r routes gn.-nﬂ}'
InEfease operating eosts, with
aviation turbime fuel [ATF)
already making up 30-40% of

A alidine'sepenses
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® VK MATHEWS, FOUNDER &CHAIRMAN, I1BS SOFTWARE SERVICES

Al is a survival tool, not just for productivity’

TheAl disruprion hos rafted il
Jlobal tech wcton it softusre
el servios stocks rikinga
shuprp il pece i v
VEMathews, findord chair
et of L85 ST i Serploes —
i evate vprse SaeS company
whose dients inchade
Epini reide 5, Sivpapore
Adrfines, Lufthomsa,

artief Eheftes, v indach
Folals geer 5000 of the
pindal mir freyphi sft
tvm i rarket ~ spoaks ko
Anees Hus sabnabou! uda i s
mucmes for P [T avie his owm
Dusiness Excerpis:

Softwam and servicesstocks
havetakena berl.l:'.ngxld:ﬂll},l:
Ls this the beginning of the
enl for Inclian [T services?
TheStreetissceptial about
thecagital prangintoAl The

warldspent about $500bilion
on Al comipute nfrastrue e
lastyecar. This year, committed
investmeEnt kover § 530 billon.
‘When Sundar Pichai confirmed
his intention to nvest 17510
5185 bllion, the market
tanked Then theneis the
anxictyabout code gen
crators — 60 to 709 of
Frr{rlr'mthrlrrh L -
torare imvolved in gen
erating code Will these
companies beahle to
charge the same when ous-
tomers realise they andoit
miuchcheaper? In reality,we
are yet to see productivity mins
atscale

There isagrowing feeling
that Al tools will no longer
help software finms but
begin rr.-|:||.=c'mg them What

s your view?

Take the central menation
centreofanairine cmploying
thousands of people across 10
oounitrics. Thoyare servicing

reguests
L froma
queue —a
wheel-
chair,a
bassinet,
Anal-
matve

parrerwill

20 to the operations manager
and say, g bve me the Lt sl ght
hoursof your 200- person shift.
Then have Al agentsdo the
sameworkin 10mimrtes. The
manages ks amazed, the board
eets micited and the soumbent
vendar lzoks obsolete. But that
isonly scratching the surface,
The de=per enterprise ko gic lay
e — husiness mules budt over
decades — reguine enonmous

effort tocmck

OURMET PROFIT
CAME DOWN TO
$18.4 MILLION IN

FY25 BECAUSE WE
ARE MAKIMG Al
INVESTMENTS

Hiow can Indian I T companies
naw igate this?

They have to moveupthe
value chain Previously, you
weoredoing something with
100 people, nowyou do itwith
70 - thatisnot pood enough
They have toadvise theous-
tomeron howtodo ther busi
nessbetter. Instead ofthe ous-
tomer telling youwhat they
want,you should be teliing
them It s not just a productin-
itytool, & is a survival toal,

Creer 5. 6million employees
work ln Inellan IT. Hewwoe-
ricd should theybe?

They showld not worry, but
they st stayat the forefmmt,
Atleast 30 to 40 of the work
wedoin the next five yearswill
bevery different. If yooane
unable towork s.ul‘.'-l'r:r:.u']rwhil

thistechnology, you will be
replaced, Butl donot beBeve

employment isgoing toreduce,
The sature of jobs will hife.

Asa Saal cvmpany, doyou
foreseo pricing pressure on
1 BS going forward?

Cur bnsanes muns as long as
airlines carry moe passengers,
ancl pn:lrﬂe'rl Eroveth asabout
590\ have been profitable
sance inception — mvenoe has
grovn from § 140, 6 million in
Frilw5284.3 milliom im
FY2 5. Met profit did come down
toS18. amilllon n FY25 from
547 .6million ayear carfier,but
that is because we are making
irreed ments tn Al We should be
abletoreduce our cost of opera-
thons thanks to Al — our major
itycost is mtcllectual property

creation, meaning people,
E
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Amazon expandsair

cargo service to N-E

FE BUREAU
Hew Delhi, Mareh 13

IM AN EFFORT to enhaneeits
opemations in the Mortheast
{N-E], Amazon India has
laumched a new aircango route
linking Guwahat|with Kollata
as part of its Amazon Air ser
vice The service, which began
in 202 3, onginally operated in
major chides such as Hyderabad,
Dl Muimbeai_amnid Ik-nﬁrll'u:nt
The newly established
route s expected to signifi-
cantly sup port d clivery infra
structure, lmproving ship-
ment speed by five times. This
enhancement will faciitate
deliveries  throughout the
seven sister states: Arunachal
Pradesh, Aswam, .'\'la.1|.||1 ur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Naga
tand, and Tripuraaccording to

aCompany statemant

“For sellem n the region, the
imtroduction of Amazon Air
wervices (o Guwalutl vill eon-
nect enterprises with ous
tomers across the naton The
inereasad fulfillment speedwill
allow businesses o engage
with a broader customer base
and meanngfully contribute
to India’s burgeoning digital
econony, while also providing
the advantapes of faster, more
refiabledel veries to commarmi
thes throughout Assam and the
Mortheast, Ravi Kota, IAS, Chief
SECIELARY of Aceam, said

Abhinav Singh, vice presi
dent - operations for India and
Avisd pabia Amazon, furd bermoted
that advanoements in logistics
infrastructure are expectad o
oreate s gmificantjob ogrporuni

thes for the kncal youth.
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IndiGo, Air India seek cuts
in fuel taxes, airport charges

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India's biggest air-
line IndiGo is asking the govern-
ment to cut fuel taxes and, along
with rival Air India, pressing New
Delhi to get private airports to
lower some charges, three sour-
ces told Reuters, as conflict in the
Middle East adds to the carriers’
financial pain.

IndiGo and Air India are facing
a double whammy as the Iran
war makes it difficult for carriers
to use Middle East airspace ata
time when Indian airlines are
already banned from Pakistan's
airspace due to diplomatic ten-
sions between New Delhi and
Islamabad.

That has left the two carriers
facing higher costs on their inter-
national network as they are
forced to take longer routes, with
IndiGo flying to the UK via Africa
and Air India adding a stop on
some flights to North America.

The airlines are lobbying the
Indian government to provide
financial relief, specifically
related to aviaton-related taxes
and charges, said the three sour-
ces, all of whom are familiar with
the matter.

IndiGo is seeking tax relief on
aviation turbine fuel, which
makes up 30-40% of an airline's
expenses but attracts a federal tax
of 11% and additional state levies
that can be as high as 29%, said
two of the sources.

IndiGo, Air India and India's
civil aviation ministry did not
respond to requests for comment.

IndiGo had a domestic market
share of 63.6% in January, while
Air India Group controlled 26.5%.

IndiGo and Air India also
sought the rationalisation of

Air India has also sought a cut
on taxes in premium economy
tickets to 3% from 18%.

some charges at privately-owned
airports, like fees levied on pas-
sengers, arguing they were
higher in some cases than at
state-run airporis and must be
reduced, said the sources.

The country's two biggest
international carriers did not
operate 64% of their 1,230 sched-
uled flights to the Middle East,
Europe and North America from
February 28, when the US and
Israel launched their campaign
against Iran, to March 9, Cirium
data shows.

Last week, HSBC said that the
current situation in the Middle
East would lead to a “significant
burden” on the cost and profita-
bility of Indian airlines.

Air India has also asked the
government to reduce local taxes
on premium economy tickets to
just 5% from 18%, said one of the
SOUTCES.

The airline, owned by Tata
Group and Singapore Airlines,
has forecast a hit of $600 million
a year due to the Pakistan air-
space ban which started in April
2025 Reuters has reported. The
airline, which was sold by the
Indian government in 2022,
reported a loss of $433 million
last year.

FARES TO GO UP
AS INDIGO SET TO
LEVY FUEL CESS

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: IndiGo will start levy-
ing fuel charges ranging from
2425 to ¥2,300 on domestic and
international flight tickets from
March 14 amid the steep surge in
jet fuel prices due to the ongoing
war between the US, Israel and
[ran.

The move willincrease the air-
fares.

For domestic flights and those
within the Indian subcontinent,
the fuel charge will be 425, while
it will be 900 for the Middle East
services, the airline said in a state-
menton Friday.

The fuel charge will be 31,800
for South East Asia and China,
Africa and West Asia flights, and
32,300 for Europe flights.

Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
accounts for nearly 40% of an air-
line’s operational costs.

While announcing the intro-
duction of the fuel charge, the air-
line said the measure has been
taken due to the significant surge
in fuel prices following the ongo-
ing geopolitical issues in the Mid-
dle East.

“While offsetting the entire
impact of this fuel price surge
requires a very substantial adjust-
ment to fares, IndiGo has intro-
duced a relatively smaller amount
as a fuel charge, keeping in mind
the consequential burden on cus-
tomers,” the airline said.

On March 10, Air India and Air
India Express announced fuel sur-
charges on tickets.
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IndiGo to levy fuel charges in
the range of 7425 to 32,300

IndiGo will start levying fuel charges ranging
from 425 to 2,300 on domestic and
international flight tickets from Saturday amid
the steep surge in jet fuel prices due to the West
Asia crisis. The decision will affect the airfares
and comes three days after Air India Group
announced the introduction of such charges. For
flights within the Indian subcontinent, the fuel
charge will be 3425, while for West Asia services
it will be 900, the airline said in a statement on
Friday. The fuel charge will be ¥1,800 for South
East Asia, China, and Africa flights, and ¥2,300
for Europe flights. e



AIRPORTS AUT HUP&T‘?’ OF !HLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS DELHT 14 MARCH 2026

IndiGotolevy fuel
chargeforglobal,
domesticflights
fromMarch14

New Delhi: IndiGo will start lev-
ying fuel charges ranging from
Rs 425 to Rs 2,300 on domestic
and international flight tickets
from March 14 amid the steep
surge injet fuel prices dueto the
West Asia crisis. The move will
increase the airfares and comes
three days after Air India Group
announced the introduction of
such charges.

For domestic flights and
those within the Indian sub-
continent, the fuel charge will be
Rs 425, whileitwill be Rs900 for
the Middle East services, the
airline said in a statement
on Friday. The fuel charge will
be Rs 1,800 for South East Asia,
China, and Africa flights, and
Rs 2,300 for Europe flights. Avi-
ation Turbine Fuel accounts for
nearly 40% of an airline’s oper-
ational costs,

Whileannouncingtheintro-
duction of the fuel charge, the
airline said the measure has
been takendue tothesignificant
surgein fuel prices, following the
ongoing geopolitical issues in
West Asia. PTI
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Flying IndiGo? get
ready to pay more

MPOST BUREAL

MNEW DELHI: IndiGo will start levying fuel
charges ranging from Rs 425 to Bs 2,300 on
domestic and international flight tickets from
March 14 amid the steep surge in jet fuel prices
due to the West Asia crisis.

The move will increase the airfares and comes
three days after Air India Group announced the
introduction of such charges.

For domestic flights and those within the
Indian subcontinent, the fuel charge will be Rs
425, while it will be Rs 900 for the Middle East
services, the airline said in a statement on Friday.

The fuel charge will be Bs 1,800 for South East
Asia, China, and Africa flights, and Rs 2,300 for
Europe flights.

Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) accounts for
nearty 40 percent of an airine's operational costs.

For each domestic flight. the fuel surcharge
announced by IndiGo is higher compared to
the Rs 399 being levied by Air India and Air
India Express. A mﬁasn Air and Spicefet have not
announced the levying of fuel g5 50 far

While announcing the introduction of the
fuel charge, the airline said the measure has been
taken due to the significant surge in fuel prices,
following the ongoing geopolitical issues in the
Middle East.

“While offsetting the entire impact of this fuel
price surge requires 4 very substantial adjust-
ment to fares, IndiGo has introdoced a rdal:rwl':,r
smaller amount as a fuel charge, keeping in mind
the mn.r.l:q_utn!:ml burden Confinved on P4

Flying IndiGo?

on customers, the airline said.

From 00:0] hours on March
14, overall prices for all new
bookings on IndiGo flights will
include the fud charge, a state-
ment said,

While regretting the incon-
venience rﬂcu.n;ﬁum the fuel
charge, IndiGGo said it would con-
tinue to monitor the situation and
make relevant adjustments as and
when appropriate.

On March 10, Air Indis and
Air India Express announoed that
they would levy a fuel charge of
Rs 399 on each domestic flight
ticket from March 12 and also
hiked the charge for international
bookings due to a steep rise in jet
fuel prices. The revised rates came
into effect from March 12,



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MORNING STANDAERD DELHI 14 MARCH 2026

IndiGo second airline to levy
fuel surcharge, fares to go up

ARSHAD KHAN @ MNew Delhi

DAY'S after Adr India imposed a
fuel surcharge, India’s largest
carrier IndiGo — which con-
trols nearly two-thirds of do-
mestic air traffic — has also
introduced a fuel surcharge on
both domestic and internation-
al routes. The surcharge will
come into effect from 0001 hrs
on March 14, 2096,

According to the airline, the
measure has been taken due to
a sharp surge in fuel prices fol-
lowing the ongoing peopolitical
tensions in the Middle East.

The International Air Trans-
port Association's . Jet Fuel Mon-
itor indicates that fuel prices in
the region have risen by more
than 85%. Jet fuel is the single
largest expense for airlines, ac-
counting for about 30-40% of
their total operating costs. For
its flights, IndiGo has intro-
duced a fuel surcharge ranging
from 7399 to T2,300.

“While offsetting the entire
impact of this fuel price surge
requires a very substantial ad-
justment to fares, IndiGo has
introduced a relatively smaller
amount as a Fuel Charge kesp-
ing in mind the consequential
burden on customers,” the air-
line said in a statement.

Earlier this week, Air India
announced a hike in fuel sur-
charge ranging between 7399
and 550 (about T4,600) amid the
ongoing conflict in West Asia.

As per industry reports, ma-
jor airlines have urged the gov-
ernment to cut aviation fuel
taxes and reduce private air-
port charges, as the conflict and
the Pakistan airspace ban have
forced airlines to take longer

e e T

ON THE RISE

oJEtfuzl acoounts for
30-40% of total operating
costs of an airline

For domestic flights,
IndiGo will charge
2425 fuel surcharge

BFCIF Middie East flights.
flyers will have to pay
#900 as surcharge

For Europe. surcharge is
kept at 22,300

B China-bound flights to
attract #1,800 surcharge

routes, rising operational costs
and putting pressure on airline
finances. For domestic and sub-
continent flights, IndiGo will
levy a fuel surcharge of T425.
For West Asian routes, passen-
gers will pay 7900, Flights to
Southeast Asia, China and Af-
rica will attract a surcharge of
71.800, while =ervices to Europe
will carry surcharge of T2,300.
IndiGo said it will continue to

monitor the situation and make
adjustments if required. Witha
fleet of over 400 aircraft, it oper-
ates over 2,200 daily tlights eon-
necting over 95 domesticand 40
overseas destinations,
Industry estimates suggest
jet fuel prices in several mar-
kets have nearly doubled since
the conflict began, rising to be-
tween $150 and $200 per barrel
from about $85-%90 earlier.
Apart from higher fuel pric-
es, frequent airspace closures
in the Guif region, flight can-
cellations on busy routes and
fall in rupee are likely to weigh
on airline revenues and operat-
ing margins in the short term.
Jagannarayan Padmanab-
han, senior sirector and global
head (consulting) at CRISIL In-
telligence, said higher fuel
costs translate into higher tick-
et prices if the shock persists.
“Adrlines globally have already
begun raising fares or adding
fuel surcharges to offset the
spike in jet fuel prices, because
absorbing such large increases
in fuel costs is not sustainable
over long periods,” he said.
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AIRFARES TO RISE AMID
FUEL SURGE

Airfares in India are set to rise as
airlines impose fuel surcharges amid
soaring jet fuel prices triggered by the
ongoing West Asia conflict. Following
Air India and Air India Express, IndiGo
announced that it will levy fuel
charges on domestic and
intemational flights starting March
14. Charges will range from 7425 for
domestic and SAARC flights to
2,300 for Europe-bound tickets.
Rights to the Middle East, Southeast
Asia, China, and Africa will see
surcharges of T900-7 1,800.
Aviation Turbine Fuel, which accounts
for nearly 40 per cent of an airline’s
operating costs, has surged sharply
since earfy March due to regional
supply disruptions and geopolitical
tensions. IndiGo said the surcharge is
asmaller adjustment aimed at
easing customer impact, though
some fare increase is unavoidable.
Earlier, Air India and Air India Express
had introduced similar charges, with
domestic surcharges starting at
7399 and international fees ranging
from $10 to $90. Budget camier
Spicelet wamed that airlines may
have little choice if oil prices remain
high. Beyond fuel costs, flight
disruptions have escalated. Cirium
reported over 43,000 cancellations
between February 28 and March 10,
as camiers avoid West Asian
airspace, increasing travel times and
ticket prices.
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Akasa Air to set up MRO facility at Noida International Airport

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

Domestic carrier Akasa Air on Friday
announced a strategic collaboration
with Noida International Airport for
setting up an aircraft Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul (MRO) facility
at the upcoming airport in |ewar,
Uttar Pradesh.

Under the collaboration, Akasa Air
will operate the facility within the
airport premises, offering advanced
MRO services, supporting a broad
spectrum of maintenance activities,
it said in a statement.

Aimed at strengthening India’s
aviation infrastructure and position-
ing Noida International Airport (NIA)
as one of the country's leading MRO
hubs, the facility will enhance oper-
ational efficiency, generate local
employment opportunities and foster
skill development in the region, as per
the statement.

This would be Akasa Air's first MRO
facility, since its launch in August 2022
“This partnership will not only
enhance India‘s MRO capabilities but
also create opportunities for skill
development and employment in

the region,” said Christoph

Schnellmann, Chief Executive Officer,
NIA. This collaboration marks an
important step toward strengthening
India’s self-reliance in aviation main-
tenance services while advancing
innovation and operational excel-
lence across the sector, the statement

said. The partnership also marks a
major step in shaping an integrated
aviation ecosystem that supports
long-term industry growth and con-
tributes to the regional economy.

As India's aviation market contin-
ues to grow at an unprecedented
pace, developing strong domestic
MRO capabilities will be critical for air-
lines to operate efficiently and reliably
at scale, said Vinay Dube, Founder and
Chief Executive Officer, Akasa Air.

“For Akasa, investing early in this
capability is part of a disciplined
approach to growth, strengthening
our operational backbone while con-
tributing to the development of a
more self-reliant aviation ecosystem
in India," he added.

On March 6, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation issued the aero-
drome licence to the Noida
International Airport, marking a key
step towards the commencement of
flight operations.
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Air India seeks roster relief

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: Alrspace restric-
tons in West Asla caused by
the ongoing war in Iran have
led to longer routes and flight
hours, prompting Alr India
to urge the aviation regulator
to grant relaxation from crew
roster norms to ease certain
long-haul operatlons, sources
sald on Thursday.

Alr India has submitted
a request seeking variation
from the prescribed Flight
Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL) on certain sectors due
to operational consiraints .

The carrier has sought
relaxation In two rules under

WAR WORRIES

Crew roster norms.

Under the applicable FDTL
provisions, the maximum
flving time for a two-pilot
crew Is 10 hours and the max-
Imium Flight Duty Perlod Is 13
hours.

Alr India has requested
permission to extend this by
1 hour and 30 minutes, which

would increase the flving dme
to 11 hours and 30 minutes.
For the flight duty pertod, an
extension of 1 hour and 45
minutes has been sought.

Pakistan's alrspace closure
for Indian carriers after Oper-
atton Sindoor forced domestic
airlines to take longer routes
for westbound flights toward
European and American
coumtries.

According to the sources,
the matter is still under con-
sideration. However, sources
also confirmed that IndiGo
has not made such a request.

In December 2025, the
government had temporartly
relaxed certain provisions of
Crew roster norms.
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