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{ MARINE GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION }

Bids invited to lay groundwork
for Great Nicobar airport project

layashree Nandi
bettersg@bindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: The government
has invited bids for marine geo-
technical investigation work for
a greenfield international air-
Eurt at Chingenh on Great Nico-

ar Island to be developed by
the Airports Authority of India
(AAl), according to documents
seen by HT.

Chingenh is one of the
so-called pre-tsunami villages,
from which tribals were relo-
cated to various camps after the
2004 tsunami; they have since
been secking permission to
return, but the administration
hasn't allowed them to. HT
reported on January 23 that
members of the Tribal Council of
Great Nicobar say the Andaman
and Nicobar administration has
asked them to give up claims to
some of the villages in which
they used to live before the tsu-
nami = a request they are not
keen to accede to because the old
villages are an integral part of
their culture and heritage.

The international airport is
one of the four components of
the Great Nicobar Holistic Devel-
opment project. The other three
are an International Container
Transshipment Terminal (I0CT):
a power plant: and a township.
The total land required for the
project is 166.10 sqkm.

The tender called by Engi-
neers India Limited, a state-

The airport is a component of
the Great Nicobar Holistic
Development Project.

owned engineering consultancy
and project management com-
pany on February 4, is aimed at
ensuring that investigations
related to design and construoc-
tion of offshore and coastal infra-
structure reguired for an airport
is conducted: this is especially
important given the environ-
menital vulnerability of the entire
chain of islands in the Bay of
Bengal.

Such imvestigations normally
include in-depth soil sampling.
drilling. and geophysical surveys
to evaluate the seabed and sub-
seabed conditions.

Further, AAl last November,
also invited an e-tender for
“Project Management Consult-
ancy Services for Development of
Greenfield Airport at Great Nico-
bar Iskand”.

That tender document said
the project cost is estimated o be
28,573 crome. AAlalso called fora

pre-bid meeting and site visit at
Chingenh, sccording to the dooe-
ment. One of the major concerns
is the huge loss of forest land
involving the airport.

Arvording to the Evaluation of
Social Impact Assessment Study
for Greenficld International Air-
port at Great Nicobar Islands,
published in 2024, the total area
of the proposed airport is 845 ha
(hectares) or 845 sqkm, out of
which forest land is 142 ha.

HT first reported on April 14,
2023, that the Tribal Council of
Little and Great Nicobar, in
August 16, 2022, withdrew the
NOC given for diversion of land
foor the controversial Great Nico-
bar Towmship and other projects.

The withdrawal of the permis-
sion was after the council said it
was not informed that the land
‘being marked for development
inclnded areas and villages that
the communities lived in prior to
the 2004 tsunami disaster.

“We were shocked and dis-
tressed to bearn that parts of our
pre-Tsunami villages of Ching-
enh (along the south sast coast)
and Kokeon, Pulo Pacca, Pulo
Baha and In-haeng-loi (along the
southwest coast which are affili-
ateed to the largest Great Nicobar-
ese village Pulo Bhabhi) also will
be denotified and diverted as part
of holistic development plan of
Great Nicobar,” the Tribal Coun-
cil wrote to Amardeep Raju,
member secretary of the envi-
ronment ministry's expert.
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As many as 1,279 posts of
ATC lying vacant: LS told

LS told

AAI allocates Rs 3.490 crore for
modernisation of air navigation infra

NARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: Even as India
is emerging as one of the
world’s fastest-growing civil
aviation markets, a total of
1,279 C[x:sts out of the sanc-
tioned 5,537 positions for
air traffic controllers are cur-
rently vacant, the Lok Sabha
was informed on Thursday.

The air traffic is managed
by the state-owned Airports
Authority of India (AAT),
which is also the sole Air
Navigation Service Provider
(ANSP) in the country.

“Air traffic is managed
by the Airports Authority
of India (AAI) through a
total sanctioned strength of
5,537 Air Traffic Controllers
(ATCOs). The total vacancies
of ATCOs are 1,279." Minis-
ter of State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol told the
Lok Sabha in a written reply.

To date in the current
financial year, 4,320 ATC per-
sonnel have been trained at
the seven operational training

- SART

&6 AIR TRAFFICIS
MANAGED BY THE AAI
THROUGH A TOTAL
SANCTIONED STRENGTH
OF 5,537 AIR TRAFFIC
CONTROLLERS (ATCOS).
THE TOTAL VACANCIES
OF ATCOS ARE 1,279

centres in the country.

The minister said
deployment of ATCOs is
undertaken by AAT based
on the Directorate General
of Civil Awviation - Civil
Aviation  Requirements
(CAR) on Watch Duty Time
Limitations (WDTL), which
is as per Continued on P&

international norms and also
as per air traffic volume at air-
ports, 1o ensure safe and efficient
air traffic management.

“Aviation safety is maintained
through optimal utilisation of
available manpower in accordance
with the extant norms and stan-
dards. No key operational units
have been shut down due to man-
power shortage,” Mohol said.

The Airports Authority of
India { AAT) has earmarked Rs
3,490 crore for upgradation of air
navigation infrastructure, includ-
ing Rs 1,532 crore for automation
of air traffic management systems
at alrports.

Minister of State for Civil Avi-
ation Murlidhar Mohol told the
Lok Sabha that A AT continuously
undertakes modernisation of air
navigation infrastructure and
upgradation of Air Traffic Man-
agerment (ATM) systems to cater
to the growing air traffic demand.

“AAT has earmarked a capital
otitlay of appruximaifl:,' Rs 3,490
crore during the period 2026-
2028 for the modernisation of
Communication, Navigation and
Surveillance / Air Traffic Man-
agement (CNS/ATM) infrastruc-
ture at various airports across the
country.

“Out of the said expenditiare,
around Rs 1,532 crore pertains
to automation of ATM systems
ACTOSE aj.rpur‘ls:' he said in a writ-
ten reply.

The remaining funds have
been allocated for the upgradation
of other CNS/ATM equipment.
In November last year, a glitch in
the air traffic control system had
disrupted flight operations at the
Delhi airport.

Separately, AAL has issued
a Request for Proposal to IIT
Madras for engagement as a con-
sultant to support and strengthen
the cyber security framework of
OT/IT (Operational Technology/
Information Technology) systems
at its airports.

Mohaol, in the written reply,
also said AAT undertakes recruit-
ment from time o lime o ensire
availability of adequate techni-
cal manpower for maintaining
operational safety and continuity
of services. “During the last three
years, recruitment to 2,341 posts
in technical roles at the executive
level has been conducted by AAL

he added.

The number of bird-hit inci-
dents reported at the country's
atrports jumped to 1,782 last year
from 1,278 recorded in 2024. At
times, bird hits cause sign.iﬁr_'a.nl
damage to aircraft.

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has regulations
and guidelines in place for man-
agement of potential wildlife haz-
ards at licensed airports.

In the last five years, as many
a5 6,337 bird-hit incidents were
reported at the airports in the
country, as per data provided
in a written reply by Minister of
Seate for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohal.

While the count of such inei-
dents stood at 1,782 last year, it
was at 1,278 in 2024,

The number was at 1,371 in
2023; 1,131 in 2022 and 775 in
2021.

Operators of licensed airports
have develaped Wildlife Haz-
ard Management Plan (WHMP)
as well as procedures to identify
main causes of bird-hit incidents.
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Passengers Put Up With Inadequate Amenities, Forced Into Buggies & Queues For A Ride Home

How not to manage crowds:
A lesson by Chennai airport

FOOTFALLS
AT CHENNAI

AIRPORT

International | Domestic
passengers passengers
Dec 2025 Dec 2025
5.45 lakh | 13.64 lakh
Total April to
passengers Dec 2025
Dec 2025 1.73
19.10 lakh| crore
International

aircraft 9 v
movement % - % ?
Dec2025 | o i -
3,668 ; £
Domestic

aircraft movement 9,044
Dec 2025

§ NEW PLAZA: NOT OPEN

Venkadesan.s
@timesofindia.com

he plane lands,

doors open and

bags are collect-

ed. Youare only a

cab ride away
from home sweet home, But, at
Chennai airport, the journey
has just begun.

Instead of a short, direct
walk to a cab, passengers are
made to form a long line for
buggies to take them to the
multi-level car parking in Aero-
Huh. There, the trek continues.
Another line. This time for a
lift, one of two that passengers
can actually find. There are
four more lifts nearby, but find-
ing them can be hard without
proper signage.

Upstairs, vou've to jostle for
space while you wait for your
ride. There isn't even a place to
sit. Forget about drinking wa-
ter or functional loos.

“I haven't seen this any-
where,” says Mumbai-based
businessman Jeet Mordani, ar-
riving in Chennai with his wife
on Thursday. He calls the buggy
system ridiculous.

“T'm coming to Chennai af
ter six years, I remember board-
ing the cab right outside the
terminal on my last visit,” says
Mordani. “1 did not expect an
airport in a metro to have such
poor planning.”

But there isa new plaza right
next to domestic T1 terminal,
fully ready for use as a pick-up
point for cabs and private cars.
But, it has not been opened yet.

The delay is tied to a legal
and contractual stalemate over
the newly constructed plaza
and pick-up point. Meenambak-
kam Realty Private Ltd, devel-
oper of AeroHub, agreed to
build the facility on the condi-
tion that pick-up duties would
shift there. When AAI later
proposed a second pick-up point

near the plaza after public back-
lash, the contractor objected.

AAT terminated the contract,
but the plaza project froze in
legal limbo. “We sought a legal
opinion. Without that, we can-
not open the new plaza or per-
mit a second pick-up point,”
says an airport source.

So passengers are forced to
suffer - things get really bad in
the evenings and late nights,
when multiple flights land in
quick sueccession.

Airports Authority of India
insists it has enough buggies
for the rush, but in the arrival
area, queues stretch, tempers
fray, and passengers are left
stranded. "I travel very often
to different cities for work and
L haven't seen this system any-
where. The multi-level car
parking stinks and resembles
a carshed,” says a Union govt
staffer from Mumbai.

“Passenger amenities and
service should be the top prior-
ity for AAIL Why should they
fear overpaying compensation?
The plaza and the pick-up point
should be opened soon at any
cost, or TAPA will approach the
court for remedy,” says Indian
Air Passengers Association
(LAPA) CEO Empower Sankar.

Marimuthu, a cab driver,
agrees. He points to a pack of
stray dogs nearby, eating food
waste tossed out by passen-
gers and drivers. “The place
is filthy,” he says.

Pics: L R Shankar

ONLY IN CHENNAL 1&2) Passengers wait for buggies 3) They
wait again for lifts 4) At the multi-level car parking, there's no
place to sit while they wait for their ride
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Passengers report late-night
chaos at airport Uber facility

BENGALURU, DHNS

assengers slammed
Pmismanagemem at the

Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport’s Uber facility
late Tuesday, saying they
waited over an hour despite
booking Uber Sedan rides at
Terminal-2.

One international passen-
ger booked an Uber Sedan at
11 pmand waited over an hour,
butthecabneverarrived. Uber
stafftold him Sedan and Uber-
Gowereunavailable, instruct-
ing him to book Premium or
Comfortrides instead.

Over 30 passengers, includ-
ing women travelling alone,
waited up to 90 minutes. An
elderly couple headed to Gora-
guntepalyawasalso stranded.

Passengers also alleged
irregularities at the pick-up

point. A cabdriver, who parked
elsewhere, allegedly asked
a woman to step outside the
designated area to board.

In another case, a sedan
driver allegedly refused wait-
ing passengers, claiming the
ride was booked two days ear-
lier.

Calling it “ascam, not a ser-
vice”, passengers demanded
immediate action against
Uber, citing severe late-night
inconvenience.

Govtstepsin

Transport Minister Ramalin-
ga Reddy said he has brought
the issue to the notice of the

Uber statement

AnUber spokesper-

son said, “We remain
committed toareliable
airport experience in
Bengaluru. Trip comple-
tion rates are strong, with
average waits usually
under five minutes.
During late-night surges,
UberGo wait times may
increase briefly, but other
categories offer minimal
waits at competitive
prices. Our airport team
monitors demand in real
time and suggests alter-
natives for a seamless
experience.”

chief secretary, who would
take action against the service
providers.
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Fears over Navy's ‘takeover’ of
Dabolim airport sparks unease

B NAVY REPORTEDLY MOVES FILE TO SHUT CIVILIAN OPS

M VIRIATO WRITES TO RAJNATH m OPPN WARNS OF STIR

THE GOAN | NETWORK

MARGAD

A huge storm is brewing in
South Goa over reports of
Navy taking over Dabolim
airport and shutting down
the Portuguese-era airport for
commercial and civilian oper-
ations, with Opposition par-
ties issuing a stern warning to
the government to come clean
on Daholim airport’s future or
face an unprecedented stir,

In New Delhi, South Goa
MP Captain Viriato Fernandes
dashed off a letter to Union
Defence Minister Rajnath Sin-
gh regarding the airport. He
later told the media outside
Parliament that reliable sourc-
es had informed him that the
government had put up the
file for the closure of Dabolim
Airport for civilian use.

Back home, the Congress,
Goa Forward Party and the
Aam Aadmi Party slammed
the BJP government for alleg-
edly working in collusion with

GMR to shut down Dabolim

airport. These political parties
have told Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant to come clean on
the Dabolim Airport issue or
face a massive stir from next
week.

Expressing shock and sur-
prise over the file reportedly
being moved by the Navy to
shut Dabolim airport for civil-
ian use, Leader of the Opposi-
ton Yuri Alemao demanded
an immediate clarification
from the Chief Minister and
the Defence Minister on the
status of Dabolim airport.

Congress Cuepem MLA Al-
tone D'Costa wamed the BJP
that the people of South Goa
will not sit guietly and watch
the BJP shut down Dabolim
airport to benefit GMR.

Goa Forward Chief Vijai
Sardesai also attacked the
government, giving the Chief
Minister and Transport Minis-
ter Mauvin Godinho a week's
time to come clean on the sta-
tus of Dabolim airport.

Demanding the immedi-
ate resignation of Godinho as
the MLA representing the Da-

Dabolim airport won't be shut: Mauvin

VASCO: Amid growing speculation over the future of Dabolim
airport, Transport Minister Mauvin Godinho has firmly stated
that the airport will not be shut down. The Black and Yellow
United Taxi Assodiation of Dabolim Airport met Godinho at
his office on Thursday, seeking his continued support for the
airport’s functioning, even as fresh political claims sparked
renewed concems.

“Everyone is aware of the rumours that Dabolim Airport will
be shut and taken over by the defence. | personally travelled
to Delhi along with Chief Minister Pramod Sawant, Curchorem
MLA Nilesh Cabral and Rajya Sabha MP Sadanand Shet
Tanavade and met Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. He
gave us a clear assurance that Dabolim Airport will never shut

down,” Godinho said.

bolim constituency, Sardesai
warned of a massive agitation
to protect what he termed a
symbol of Goan identity.

Aam Aadmi Party Benaulim
MLA Venzy Viegas warned
that the people of Goa, keep-
ing aside their political and
ideological differences, will

hit the streets if any attempt is
made to shut Dabolim airport.
He demanded a white pa-
per from the “double-engine”
BIP government to reassure
the people of Goa that Da-
bolim will not be shut and
handed over to corporates en-
tering the defence sector.
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India aims
50 MOore
airports in
5 vrs: Naidu

NEW DELHI: India aims
to have 50 more airports in
the next five years which will
also create hu orti-
nities for the cgf:r?ﬁ-}rf's real
estate sector, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan
MNaidu zaid on Friday.

Noting that airports are
the “scaffolding” for the real
estate sector, the minister
also said that he is work-
ing actively to address issues

ted to height restrictions
for buildings near airports
withoul compromising on
aviation safety.

India is one of the world's
fastest growing civil aviation
markets and currently, there
are 165 operational airports
in the country. On an aver-
age, a néw airport or a new
terminal is built every 33
days, Naidu said.

He was speaking at the
Mational Urban and Real
Estate Development Con-
clave 2026 organised by

real.sstate indnstny holy,
Maredco.

Highlighting the growth
potential of the country’s
real estate sector, he said the
segmient is projected to be
worth §1 trillion by 2030 and
further increase to be valued
at $5-7 trillion by 2047.

He also emphasised the
importance of focusing on
quality of living along with
the standards of living in
real estate development. The
focus on standards of living
will create assets and with
the focus on quality of liv-
ing “we will be ereating well
being’, the minister said. M
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Hybrid cannabis worth 8 crore seized
near airport; man, his sister arrested

Times News NETwoRK

Ahmedabad: The city poli-
ce’s special operations gro-
up (S0G) seized 22.78kg of
hybrid cannabis worth Rs
7.97crore near Noble Nagar
on Wednesday evening and
arrested a man and his sis-
terallegedlylinked toanin-
ter-state drug network with
Thailand connections. The
total value of the seized
items, including a car and
mobile phones, was estima-
ted at Rs 8.01 crore, accor-
ding to a complaint filed
with the Detection of Cri-
me Branch (DCB).

Acting on a specific in-
put, the SOG team intercep-
ted a car near Prem Pra-
kash Ashram on the Chilo-
da-Airport stretch around
4.30pm. The vehicle was se-
arched in the presence of
independent witnesses. Po-
lice found three cloth bags
on the rear seat containing
26 sealed packets of suspec-
ted contraband.

On opening the packets,
officers found a greenish-
brown plant-based sub-
stance with a distinct
smell, A forensicsciencela-
boratory (FSL) officer con-
ductedapreliminary testat
the SOG office and confir-
med that the substance ap-
peared to be hybrid canna-
bis. The entire contraband
was weighed on a digital
scale and found to be
22.78kg.

The arrested accused
were identified as Chetan
Prajapati, 28, a native of
Rajsamand district in Ra-

Representational Pic

Thailand link and
airport arrest

olice officers said that four

men from Rajasthan were
allegedly sent to Bangkok to
collect the consignment. On Jan
9, one of them was caught at
Mumbai airport with abag
containing contraband and is
currently in jail. The remaining
three allegedly delivered the
stock tothe siblings in Gujarat.
Police are verifying travel
records and examining digital
evidence to trace the foreign
supply chain. T

What is hybrid cannabis?

H ybrid cannabis is a modified strain of marijuana with enhanced
potency. Compared to traditional cannabis, hybrid variants often
contain higher levels of psychoactive compounds and fetch a higher
price. Police sources said the seized 22.78kg consignment was valued at
Rs7.97 crore based. The packaging in sealed plastic parcels indicated
organized trafficking. Officials said such consignments are typically
brokeninto smaller guantities for distribution tolocal peddlers before
they are sold to users inurban areas. tun

jasthan, and his sister, Jiva
Prajapati, 34, from Chittor-
garh in Rajasthan, and cur-
rently residing in the city.
Police also recovered
three mobile phones, an In-
dian passport in the wo-
man’s name, and the car
used for transportation.
During questioning, Ji-
ya told police that she had
travelled to Bangkok in Nov
2025, where she came in con-
tact with two persons who
later asked her to arrange
carrierstobringhybridcan-
nabis to India. Four men
from Rajasthan were alle-

gedly sent to Bangkok in
Jan.

One of them was caught
at Mumbai airport with a
bag of contraband, while
the remaining three alle-
gedly handed over the con-
signment tothe siblings.

Police said the seized
stock was meant for sale in
the city. The DCB registered
an offence under sections of
the NDPS Act for posses-
sion, trafficking, and crimi-
nal conspiracy. Further in-
vestigation is underway to
trace other members of the
network.
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Customs seizes 31 exotic creatures at airport

Stuffed Into
Speakerbox,
2 Reptiles Die

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Customs sleuths at
Chennai airport thwarted an
attempt to smuggle in wildlife
by arresting a passenger and
seizing 31 exotic creatures
from him.

Nine African spurred tor-
toises, four iguanas, an eas-
tern water dragon, a dozen

ouT OF PLACE

NO ROOM TO BREATHE: 9 African spurre
a dozen ball pythons were among th

ball pythons, an albino corn
snake, three blue-tongued
skinks and a white-sided
kingsnake, protected under
the provisions of the conven-

tion on international trade in
endangered species of wild
fauna and flora (CITES), were
all seized. These animals were
stuffed into a speakerbox wit-

hout any breathing space, re-
sulting in the death of alizard
and a snake.

Based on a tip-off, the air
intelligence unit of Chennai

Customs intercepted a flver, a
Chennai native, when he arri-
ved from Bangkok on a Thai
Airways flight on Wednesday.
A speaker in his possession
was seized. During a search
officials found several cloth
bags hidden inside. Each bag
contained wildlife species.
Further examination of his
check-inluggage led to the sei-
zure of a tray in his trolley,
which had a few more exotic
species hidden inside.

The reptiles were seized
and the flyer was secured, as
he failed to produce any valid
import certificate or licence
forthe legal import of the said
wildlife species. Wildlife cri-

me control bureau officials
werealerted, and an inspector
reached the airport and iden-
tified the species.

Enquiries confirmed that
the first-time flyer had been
engaged in exchange for mo-
netary gain. The seized speci-
esweresent to Bangkok hy the
same airline, and the flver was
arrested.

Wildlife smuggling has be-
en reported at Chennai air-
port after a hiatus, indicating
the loeal cartel was becoming
active again, even though it
had been engaging in smugg-
ling through other airports in
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Mumbai.
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DGCA fines Air India
X1 crore for flying without

——
Cur Bureau
Mumbai

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has fined Air
India ¥1 crore for operating
an Airbus A320 on eight
routes in November without
a valid airworthiness review
certificate (ARC).

ARC Is renewed annually
and wvalidaves an aircraft's
certificate of airworthiness.
The lapse came to light after
Air India voluntarily in-
formed the regulator.

Following an investiga-
tion, the DGCA imposed the
penalty.

MERGER TRANSITION

In a statement on Friday, Air
India said it had received the
DGCA order related to the
2025 incident and that all
identified gaps had since
been addressed.

“Air India remains un-
wavering in its commitment
to maintaining the highest
standards of operational in-
tegrity and safery,” the air-

valid airworthiness permit

line said. The regulator had
earlier clarified that the air-
eraft (registration VT-TQN)
was previously part of
Vistara's fleet. As part of
Vistara's merger into Air In-
dia in 2024, it was decided
that the first ARC renewal
for all 70 Vistara aircraft

post-merger  would be
handled by the DGCA.
While ARCs for 69 aircraft

were issued after the merger,
the concerned aircraft was
grounded for an engine
change when its ARC ex-
pired. It was subsequently
released for service follow-
ing the engine replacement,
the DGCA said.
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IndiGo receives approval to launch
one-stop flight services to Istanbul

—
Rohit Waid
Kew Dallhl

Airline major TndiGo has se-
cured regulatory approval to
operate one-stop flights to
Istanbul using narrow-body
A320 aircraft, even as it pre-
pares to phase out leased
wide-body operations on the
rowte, industry  insiders
told husfressiine,

These flights, sources said,
will operate with a technical
halt at Ras Al Khaimah in the
UAE. Besides, these services
will be run using Airbus A320
afrcraft from Mumbai and
Dethi s @ temporary ar-

rangement. The transition to
this operating pattern is ef-
fective February 28, 2026,

INTERIM PLAN
Accordingly, the interim plan
will remain in place until the
airling inducts its secomd
Airbus A321XLR aircraft, ex-
pected bx the end of March.

The first Istanbul flight
using the XLR is slated to op-
erate on the Mumbai-Tstan-
bul sector.

Motahly, the development
comes a5 IndiGo prepares to
return the Boeing 777 air-
craft currently operated un-
der a wet-lease agreement

with Turkish Airlines. The

wide-body jets had been in-
ducted as an interim meas-
ure to operate high-demand
long-haul  services and
bridge capacity gaps arising
from aircraft groundings and
delivery delays. Howewer, the
regulatory approvals for the
leased Boeing 777 aircraft
were time-bound, with ex
tensions granted only on the
condition that the arrange-
ment would be phased out
within a specified perind.
According to sources, with
timelines now requiring the
return of the leased alreraft,
IndiCo has been preparing to
transition key international
routes to its own fleet.
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Srilankan Airlines
adds wo tlights for
India-Pakistan match

SriLankan Alrdines s operaing twoadditional
flghs from Mumbal on Samrday and Moaday
tocater to the surge In demand for the India-
Pakdstnn crickes march in Colomba, with sev-
eral corporate houses closing group bookings
for thelr business assoctates. India and Palds-
tanwillclash in Colomboon Sunday during the
group stage match of the ongoing T2o Workd
Cup. My ey corporate houses jolned hands
with us to close mulriple groups of thedr s
ness associates heading for the game. We ans
delighted o cater the premier brands on boand
with us.” Fawzan Fareld, regional manager for
India. Bangladesh and Nepal, SriLankan Alr-
lmes tobd Brstrees: Stapdard. B REPORTER
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DGCA slapsX1cr fine on A-I for operating
Airbus A320 plane without certification

PRESS TRUST OF INIDIA
Siew Dbl 13 February

Ay (arion safery warchdog The Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA) hess imiposed a fine of T1 crore
on Tata Growp-owred Atr India fior
operating &n Alrbus AZ20 neo plamse
without the requisite sirearthiness
certification on at least eight routes
last year, sceording to sources.

The DGCA, on December 2 last
wear, sald i was probing the inchdent
of Alr Indis operating an AI20 Higo

plane withouwt having a requisite alr-
worthiness certificarion on at least
edpht rowstes.

The sources on Friday said the
regulator hassiapped T1erone fine oo
Alr India or the vlolstions.

“Alr Indls acknowdedges the
recelptof a DGCA order in relation to
an inchdent that was voluntarily
repofted back I 2025 All denrified
gaps have since been eatbsfactorily
addressed and shared with the auth-
arlty,” the alrlinesaid in a statement.

O Movember 263023, the airline

informed the DGCA about the flying
of the Azaoalreraft with the explred
alrworthiness  review  cermificare
(ARC) on efght revenue sectors. ARG
15 lnsmyed annually ln respect of &n alr-
craft after s comprehensive review of
I maintenance records, physical
condition and verification of com-
pliance with all atrworthiness soan-
dards, It lsa valldation of an adreraft's
maaln certificate of alrwortiiness,

Under the norms, Alr India has
been delegated the powess o [asue
the ARC for an atreraft.
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India aviation reform vital

before reckless expansion

Abhijit
| Bhattacharyya

prospect of civil
viation spreading
{0 every nook and
e af this coum-
oy is a welcome
development. This was evi-
dent at the just-eoncluded
“Wings Indiz" in Hyd
erabad. and acknowledged
by both Airbus and Boeing,
W two Iiggest plavers in the
world passenger aivcraft
market. While Airbus pre-
dicted India’s eommercial
alreraft wonlld triple to
2250 by the next decads,
Bosing elaimed “India and
South Asia will meed 2200
new aircraft by 24",

Nevertheless, the reality of
Indian aviation must be
closely examinad. Lat's start
with the Stmte's foundational
documend, the Constitution
aof India, which prescribes
the rale and responsibility of
various wings of the State:
Pa:]laml and stabe legisla-

we, jodicis
53 and the overlapping Cen-
tre-state CONCUITENt respon-
sibilitbes. Under the Seventh
Schedule, the “Union List"
(Item 29) inchudes “airways,
aircraft and air navigation of
aerodromes, regulation and
organisation of air waffic
and MES; [rovE
sion for aeronautical e
tion of such education and
provided by states and other
apencies”, There i no men-
tion of aviation in either the
“State List" [ctu'nx.uunu
Items) ar the “Concurmest
List" (of 47 items). ,
like comtrol over the
Railways, aviation is the sole
prevogative of the Central
government amd its
and responsibilities are
clear  anid  unambiguous
Aviathan 15 a Central subject
amd niot that of the states as
it's a strategic asset of & con-
tinentlikecountry of 1.42
hillicm peaqle.

This issue has gained crifs-
cal importance due 10 two
recent aceldents — the first
on Jume 13, M25 at Ah
midabad airpoert after an Air
India Bosdng-787 “Dreamlin-
er* erashed immediately af
inair and an the ground; and

the second on January 28,
26, near Baramat airfield
in Maharashira. where a
chartered Learjet-45 of a pri
vate OPErALDT
crashed. killing the deputy
chiel minister of Mahar-
ashira and his staff on board.
In ﬁhmedaba.tl. a big 'Dline
crashed within seconds of
takeofl. At Baramatl, a
small aircraft crashed sec-
onds before landing. That
means both take-off and
landing in Indian aviation,
along with the man-machine
inferface and overall airport
Infrastructire and mange
ment, deserve an | e
Inak. and mmr}m
nﬁ to be injtiaietnld:

i aviation
at mmknectmmq)aaddﬂ&ﬂm
always work, mainly due to
sheer  complexities  and

adequate mumbers of trained

ersonnel in the apron,
L‘ngar controd tower and
-‘\\LIlLﬂﬂ i easenthally a

capital, fusel, labour and tech-
intensive industry, and the
am;l.allun period of each

|:erm riise
e i oo
alism. Hence, anyone -ﬂl:h
thee sale motive of profit and
cutting eomers ta fly high
should never be allowed to
operate. The Skate Ilas Io
oo down hard amd
comtral to ensure that ﬂ]ght
safety gets top priority at all
tirmes,

Aviation s the most unfor
giving among all modern
industries, and the way
things have been run i
India ever simee the 1981-1962
liberalisation and privatisa-
tion means there is a vital
nead for course-correction
by the Indian State. The
skies can't be lefi solely in
the hands of private plavers
any longer. As i well
known, over 3 non-sched-
uled private carriers have
closed shop In kst 34 yenrs,
On top of that the
Government of India was
foreed to privatise Air India
awing to the recurring losses
it was incurring.

Since the vast majority of

private airlines have clearly
provad themselves to be kess
tham competent, i s tms: for
the Centre to pet back into
the aviation sector because a
continent-like-country Indka
should pever be Jeft without
a strategic industrial asset
like aerial rowte. Let the pri-
vale firms continue (o oper-
ate, but the field today neads

operators with finan-
cial heft, The private opera
tars,  regrettably, g

showed their ambition but
not their ability. Without
womomics and
pockets, aperating in the avi-
aLi.cln sector is hard to sus-
Quality control and
ﬁl;._.lll safiety belng the top
, fimancial shortouts
are baurd to lesd fo avoid:
abile disashors.

Let's :pe'mse an open-
source Internet document. A
letter dated March 5. 2018 by
the chief ehsctornd officer of
Telangana, addressed to all
state officials, forwarded
information received {rom
the Election Commission on
the “list of non-scheduled
operators' permit-holders, as
updated by the DGCA, New
Delhi, up to 2.2 2015, There
were 99 (NSOF) private car-
riers on the eve of India’s
019 Lok Sabha elections.

Today, the same “List of
NSOP", as updated till
.S and uploaded In its
wehsite, contains 133 carri-
ers (il private. except
Pawan Hans, which is the
only  government-owned
heliopter service provider).
The list contains a bewilder-
hs warlety of aircrafl and

ieopters, virally all of
which are foreigm-made, and
l"h” mmg&daﬂmxm.

Embﬁer Challems: Air-

bz, Eeureull, Hawher, PC
12, AW (AugristaWestbnd),
Gulfsiream, Robinson., Pil-
atus, Sikorsky, Bombardier,
Dauphin, Leonarde, Mi-172
and Learjet-45 fill the inven-
tory which crisscross the

Indian skies. This mush-
rosming growth of NSOPs

ry check of flying meachines,
repair, overhaul, spare

and varios other parapher-
nalin which require huge
mmt and an endless

Do of cash himus. ol the

ﬂﬁigﬂkt}me airfield at

Baramati, where the
January erash ok place, s

will always profir fo operate
in a proper take-off landing
emvirmment, with all equip-
meint on the ground in order,
Helicopters ean of coorse he
deploved from helipads; bt
if a fastmoving 15-vear-okd
Learjel45 with a VIF on
‘heward takes to negatiating an
inherently challenging sce-
nario, with manual hefping
banids on the pround or a
rudimentary conteod towes,
it may be time to first con-
centrate on arrival and
departure facilities on the
ground before going in for &
reckless expansion of air
assls

Adreraft donot fiy 24 hours
aday. it flies for 1hours, it
bas to b on the groumd 14
hours for maintenanoe: and

istics, enginesring ]
before it can be in the air
agiln.
Post-script: An Alr India
Boeing 707 London-Benga-
Inirua fight fiwced 2 “fisel con-
ol swilch™ glitch before
taking off on Fehruary 1.
While the plane landed safe-
Ly and the crew filed a report
with the DGCA, the UK Civil
Aviation Authority righthy
questioned  the  airline’s
actiom,

“How Al T87 craft with full
pazsenger load, grounded on
arrival in India for safety
checks, took off from
London™ The very nextda‘,
the  government
Parliament thal “over 1mp
thirds of Al planes were
ud.emml':!ﬂ with recurring

l"'lmrl\ Indian  aviation
needs major reforms: we
have had enongh dﬁxmme
sovkiing e ivabe ]nla;rm

muslm; an ghtsa!’!

The writer is a lie meber
of the Aeronautical Society of
India ond an alemnus of the

Nutionel Deferce Collige,
New Delfii. The views
expressad here are persomal.
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IndiGo Looks to Fly in LO0OO Pilots

Recruitment push follows
cancellations triggered
by new pilot rest rules
flagged by the regulator

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: IndiGo s planning to
hire over 1,000 pllots in what is
one of the largest recruitment
drives by an Indian carrier Indi-
as ]HFI-‘J.‘H carrier was forced to
eancel over 5,000 flights over se-
ven days in December as it found
Itsell short of crow lollowing the
implementation of new rest rules
for pilots

The recruitment includes trai-
nee first officers, senior first offi-

cers and captains. According to
oneof the hiring notices, thealrll-
ne is open to hiring pilots who
don’t have experience on the Ajr-
bus A3 aireraft, which is prima-
rily used by the airine

The new rules capped the number
of landings a pilot can perform bet-
ween 12 am and 6 am while increa-
sing weekly rest requirements.

An investigation by civil aviation
regulator Directorate General of
Civil Awiation (DGCA) found that
the alrline didn't hire adeguately
for the new rules, nor accelerated
training. leaving pilots stretehed
thin through frequent reassign-
ments, longer workdays and exten-
ded dendbeading where they travel
s passengers to operabe Nights at
another location

A senior official said the alrline
was proactively preparinga pipe-
lineof pllots to kesp pace with its

rapid pace of induction of air
erafl. It also has o robust Imternal
training plpeline upgrading aro-
und 20-25 first ofMicers o coplain
permanth

The alrline on an average in-
ducts around four new aircraft
permonth

Incrensing the number of phlots
demands a continuous training
process at airlines as trainee first
officers need six months of trai-
ning before becom ing first officers

Only First Officers with a mini-
mum ol 1,500 hours ol Nving time
are eligible to get upgraded as
captains, while individual airli.
nes can have higher limits.

The regulator DGCA stipulates
airlines to have three sets of pilots
including one captain and one first
olTleer per alreralt, However:, for L
diGo the requiremant becomes mo-
rethandoubleof that duetotheair-
line's high utilisation of aircraft.

A DGCA investigation into the
December meltdown found that
while IndiGo required 2422 cup
talns it only had 2,357, according
to the carrier. Following the cri-
sis, the regulator was forced to
|.{]'.'I'|'l'| tem [HW.’LI"}'HEI’I]‘I |]l 10ns wa -

ving off night-duty restrietions
rules until February 10

The alrline is also restructuring
its network to build higher buffers
betwesn schedules, While the buf-
fier in December was negligible, it
has increased to 3% in Februnrg
while standby crew levels have be
en raised toa minimumaof 15%.

In ii=z investigation, the DGCA
had said there was an overriding
focus on maximising atilisation
of erew, alrerafl, and network re
sources, which signifieantly re
duced roster buffer margins.

Crew rosters were designed (o
maximise duty periods, with in-
ereased rellance on deadbeading,
tall swaps, extended duty pat
terns, and minimal recovery mare
gins. This approach compromi-
sed roster integrity and adversely
impacted operational resillence
the DGCA =said
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Air India Fined 1 Crore for
Flying Jet without Permit

DGCA blames airline
CEO, says failure has
eroded public trust
in aviation safety

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The eivil aviation re-
gulator has fined Alr India ¥1 cro-
re for flying an Airbus aireraft
elght times without an airworthi-
ness permit

The Directorate General of Chvil
Aviation (DMGCA) blamed Air In-
dia CEQ Campbell Wilson for the
lapse, which it =aid had eroded
publle trust in aviation safety [
nlso suspended two senbor execu-
tives leading the ailrlines Conti-
nuing Afrworthiness Manage-
ment Organisation, the unit re-
sponsible for maintaining air-
worthiness of an aireraft

In December 2025, ET exclusive
lv reported about the violation,
following which multiple emiploy-
ees were suspended. The aireraft

continued flying for two days be-
fore an engineer noticed that the
leenee had explred

The certificate of nirworthiness
of alreraft is lssusd by the DGCA
and is renewed every vear, ensu-
ring that the particular aireraft
has undergone periodic mainte
nance and is in a safe condition
for Might

Operating an alr
craft without valid
licences and certifi-
cates 1s consldered

a1 serious offence

and Alr  India,
Theabreraft's which fuced o fatal
alrworthingss crush in June lnst
certificate,  voar is likely to face
issvedand |00y penalties in-
renewed tluding suspension
m‘? of top executives.
confirms it Is The Alrbus ASZ0
maintained alreraft was groun-

andsatetofty ded for maintenan-
cework for a month

when its licence expired. When a
query was roised by the Qight ope
rations department whether the
re was any approval required be
fore the aireraft was returned for
commereial Nlights, the head of

defect-cell, who is responsible for
highlighting any maintenance is
sues, closed the gquery without
proper checks

Further, theaireraft mointenan-
ce engineers conducting night
checks after every flight also fai-
led tonotice it

Air India said it acknowledged
the regulatory arder on the inci
dent, which it had valuntarily re
ported last year (o authorities
"All identified gaps have sinee be-
en satisfactorily addressed and
shared with the authority, ™ it said
inastntoment

Earlier, an internal |nvestign-
tion by Alr India blamed a series
of systemicfailuresand insuffici-
ent cross-checks in its enginee-
ringunit.

The alrline's brass |[ncluding
CED Wilson were enrller {ssued
show-ciise notices for operating
multiple expired components fit-
ted in aircraft.

Last year, the regulator suspen-
ded the airline’s head of enginee-
ringquality department, which is
responsible for audits to ensure
the airline is adhering to all regu-
lations.

DGCA Tightens Pilot
Breathalyser Test

Mumbai: The Directorate Ge-
neral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has put in place stricter breath
analyser test requirements for
pllots, whereln those found re-
peatedly violating thenormsco-
uld even face cancellation of
their pilot license, according to
As0Urce

Under the revised norms,
which eame into efTect from Fo-
bruary 9, FATA (Foreign Alr-
crew  Temporary Aonthorisa-
tion)of an expatriate pilot ope-
rating in India will be cancelled
and not considered again if that
cockpit crew tests positive for
aleohol eonsumption during
pre-flight breath analvser ex-
amination.

Among other provisions, the
lHeense of a pllot who tests pos|-
tive in a Brenth Analyser (BA)
test before opernting a light on
three oceasions will be cancel-
led, the source said.

In September last year, the
DGCA had proposed changes to
the Civil Aviation Requirement
{(CAR)on the procedure for mo-
dical examination for crew
members for alcohol consump-

tiom before and afteroperatinga
flight

*For conflrmatory BA 1ea-
dings upto 0.009 per cent BAC or
mg/dl for thefirst time, the crew
shall be off rostered and subjec-
ted to counselling. For schedu-
led operators. the counselling
shall be carried out by the Chief
Medical Officer and the Chief
of Flight Safety on the adverse
impact of alcohol and subsegu-
ently released for fight.

"In case of operators other
than scheduled operators, the
counselling shall be carvied out
by the Accountable Manager
and Chiel of Flight Safety/CFI1
All such cases shall be reported
to DGCA; however, thisshall not
be endorsed on crew license
approval,” according to the revi-
sed DGCA norms. BAC refers to
Blood Aleohol Content

According to the new CAR, a
pilot will face suspension of his
or her license if the second time
pre-flight breathanalysertest is
found positive, or breath analy
soriest 18 !I[].‘qi.l Ve LN one |I'|!'«."|:l:|'|.
ce and missed breath analyser
test the second time. — PT1
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DGCAslaps
Z1-crfineon
AirIndiain
Airbus case

PRESS TRUSTOF I NDIA
Hurmbai/Wew Delhi, Feb 13

AV IATION SAFETY WATCHDOG
DGCA has imposed a fine of
t1 crore on Tata Group-owned
Arr India for operating an Airbus
A320neo planewit hout the requi-
site ammworthiness certificationon
at least eight routes kst year,
according to sources

The Directomte General of Cnal
Aviation (DGCAJ, on December 2
last year, said it was probing the
Incident of Al India operating an
A320nco plane without having a
requilsite alrworthiness certifica-
tion on at beast E:I\Eh* ramies.

The sources on Foday said the
regulatir hasslapped ¥ 1 come fine
onAlr India for the violations.

“Air India .'|.r||:r..rm.'|ﬂ'|gr—: the
receipt of 3 DGCA ooder in relation
Lo an bncldent that was u1.l||.u|.1..1.|:|]:\.r
reporied badk in 2025, All identi
fled gaps have sinee been atiofac-
torily addressed and shared with
the avthodty,” the aifdine said ina
statement

Om Rovernber 16,3025, the air
line informed the DGCA abot the
flying of the A3 20 ainxaft with the
rxrlnﬂl:lnli.m.'l'lrﬂlinnin-nr"wrﬂld:l-
cate (ARC)on dight mvenue sectors

ARC I8 lssued amually in
respect of an aircraft after a com
prehenshe review of 115 malnte-
nance reconds, physicl cond ition
and verfleationo feomplianeswith
allainsorthiness siandards 1t isa
validationofanainoraft’s main cer
tific ate ofairworthines.
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30K flier complaints filed this
yr on Air Sewa portal, says govt

Neha LM Tripathi

lettars@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Over 30,000 com-
plaints have been filed by fliers
through the government's Air
Sewa portal this year, with ticket-
ing and fare-related issues
accounting for the highest num-
ber of grievances, the civil avia-
tion ministry informed the Lok
Sabha on Thursday.

In a written response to que-
ries by Congress MP Shashi Tha-
roor, civil aviation minister
K Ram Mohan Naidu said a 24x7
Passenger Assistance Control
Room (PACR) has been estab-
lished for real-time monitoring
and resolution of air travellers’
grievances in coordination with
airlines, airports and other stake-
holders. “Since its operationalisa-
tion, approximately 97% of pas-
senger grievances have been
addressed,” Naidu said.

According to details of com-
plaints logged till February S, the
Air Sewa portal received 16,634
complaints over ticketing and
fare issues, followed by grievan-
ces regarding flight delays (8.498)
and baggage (5,102).

Complaints were also received
through social media and calls,
including 1,153 related to refunds..

Complaints logged

Air Sewa portal
® = Ticketing & Fare

I% 16,634

&= 5102

> 8,498

Social media and calls
Refunds ‘ Cancellation

1,153

547
Baggage Dela',-s

373 |157

Details of complaints received till
February 9, 2026

India has 25K licensed
pilots, govt informs LS

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India has 25,001
pilots below the age of 65 and
holding valid flying licenses, the
Centre informed the Lok Sabha
on Thursday, even as the govern-
ment said that it does not main-
tain data on commercial or air-
line pilots that are unemployed
or not in active service.

In a written response to que-
ries raised by Trinamool Con-

gress (TMC) lawmaker, Minister
of State (MoS) for civil aviation
Murlidhar Mohol provided cate-
gory wise details of licences
issued by the civil aviation regu-
lator Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA).

According to the data, the
country has 10,051 Airline Trans-
port Pilot Licence {ATPL) hold-
ers for planes and 210 for heli-
copters. Maximum license hold-
ers are the Commercial Pilot
Licence (CPL).
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DGCA TIGHTENS
ALCOHOL TESTING
NORMS FOR PILOTS

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has tightened breath analyser
(BA) norms for flight crew, with
repeated violations now leading
to suspension and even cancella-
tion of licences under revised
rules effective February 9.

Under the amended Civil Avi-
ation Requirements (CAR), the
Foreign Aircrew Temporary
Authorisation (FATA) of an
expatriate pilot operating in
India will be cancelled and not
reconsidered if the pilot tests
positive in a pre-flight breath
analyser examination.

A pilot found positive in a pre-
flight BA test on three occasions
will face cancellation of licence.
A second violation, either two
positive pre-flight tests or one
positive and one missed test, will
quality for a suspension. For
post-flight violations, one posi-
tive and one missed BA test (in
either order) will entail a three
vear suspension.

The regulator clarified that
blood alcohol level is not the sole
determinant of flying fitness, as
impairment from hangover may
persist even after BAC drops to
zero. The new rules mandate a
minimum 12 hour abstinence
from alcohol before flying,
though effects of heavy drinking
may last 48-72 hours. HTC
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Airlines say
duty norms
will reduce
productivity

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The industry body repre-
senting airlines in the
country has informed the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) that its
proposed rest and duty
norms for cabin crew will
“decrease productivity” of
staft, hamper growth, and
erode their competitive-
ness in the global market.
In a letter, a copy of
which has been reviewed
by The Hindu, the Federa-
tion of Indian Airlines (FIA)
has opposed several provi-
sions proposed by the
DGCA in a November noti-
fication on cabin crew rest
and duty hours. The FIA
represents Indian airlines
including IndiGo, Air In-
dia, SpiceJet and Akasa.
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DGCA slaps X1 crore
fine on Air India

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI

The DGCA has imposed a
fine of ¥1 crore on Air India
for operating an Airbus
A320 neo plane without
the airworthiness certifica-
tion on at least eight routes
last vear, according to

sources. “Air India acknow-
ledges the receipt of a
DGCA order in relation to
an incident that was volun-
tarily reported back in
2025. All identified gaps
have since been satisfacto-
rily addressed and shared
with the authority,” the air-
line said in a statement.
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DGCA fines Air India Rs 1 cr for flying plane on expired certificate

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 13

TATA GROUP airline Air India
hasbeen fined Rs1crore by avi-
ation safety regulator Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) for operating an air-
craft with an expired Airworthi-
ness Review Certificate (ARC)
in November, according to
sources.

The Airbus A320 bearing
registration VT-TQN operated
eight commercial flights on an

expired ARC, before Air India
voluntarily informed the
DGCA about the gaffe on No-
vember 26.

Operating an aircraft on a
lapsed ARC istypically catego-
rised as a serious safety lapse.
Inearly December, Air Indiaex-
pressed regret over the inci-
dent, saying that it suspended
all personnel involved in the
decision to operate the aircraft
while its ARC was not valid.

In addition to the DGCA
probe, the airline also con-

ducted an internal investiga-
tion into the matter on the
regulator’s instructions.
Following the tragiccrash of
Air India flight AT171in Ahme-
dabad last year, the carrier has
been received a number of
regulatory actions by the
DGCA, many of which were a
result of voluntary disclosures.
On Friday, the aitline said all
identified gaps have been ad-
dressed “satisfactorily™. "Air
India acknowledges the receipt
of a DGCA order in relation to

an incident that was volun-
tarily reported back in 2025.

All identified gaps have
since been satisfactorily ad-
dressed and shared with the
authority. Air India remains
unwavering inits commitment
to maintaining the highest
standards of operational integ-
rity and safety,” an airline spo-
kesperson said.

Accordingto flight tracking
data, the three-year-old aircraft
— which earlier flew with Vis-
tara— operated its last flight of

that month on November 25,
suggesting that it was
grounded immediately after
Air India’s disclosure.
Thedataalsoshowsthat the
aircraft operated eight flights
on November 24-25. It was
under maintenance for a
month, having operated its last
flight on avalid ARC on October
24. The aircraft re-entered ser-
vice on December 10, after its
ARCwas duly renewed.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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‘Imports of aircraft from US likely
to boost tourism & slash air fares’

India @would import aircraft, engines & spare parts worth
about $100 billion from the US under interim trade pact

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
on Friday expressed hope that
India would import aireraft,
engines and spare parts worth
about $100 I:Illlilnn from the US
under the interim trade pact.

Import of aeroplanes may
help boost tourism, and bring
down airfares, he said.

According to a joint state-
ment issued by both sides on
Saturday on the framework
for the first phase of the bilat-
eral trade agreement, India has
expressed its intention to pur-
chase $500 billion of US energy
products, aireraft and aircraft
parts, precious metals, technol-
ogy products and coking coal
over the next five years.

He also said India needs
coking coal to boost its
steel production and the US
is a major supplier of this
commaodity.

“with the US, we are hope-
Al eagt miseoacnnlanssinli,
the country, which woruld be
good for our tourism, which
would be good for our mobility
and hopelully bring down the
airfares for all of us It should
open up remaote area connec-
Hvity into the country,” he said
here at ET Now Global Busi-
mess Summit.

“Wery easily | can see before
my eves, just the aviation sec-
tor, meeting probably a hun-
dred billion dellars of imports

» "Yery easly | can see before my eyes, just the aviation
sector, meeting probably a hundred billion dellars of

imparts in the next five years” Goyal said

 He also said India needs coking coal to boast its steel
production & US s a major supplier of this commadity

# The Indian steel sector is targeting to increase production
ta about 300 million tonne from current 140 million tonne

- Boeing planes, aireraft
engines and spare parts in the
rpgced, v v e s,

The Indian steel sector is
targeting to increase produc-
Hon to about 300 million tonne
from the current 140 million
Lonne.

It will lead to doubling the
requirement of coking coal, he
saiel.

“We need nothing less than
530 billion of coking coal. Cur-
rently two countries mainly
supply coking coal. If there's

more competition and if more

countries come into play and
provide us our needs, will that
nateuyroiehationaglity hatten
pricing?” Goyal said.

Further, he said India’s trade
pacts with the EU and US open
up a market of nearly £55-60
trillion.

Both the EU and US have
high per capita income, he said
adding “does anybody in this
room think that they can com-
pete with India on any prod-
uet” The minister added that
India has fully protected the
interests of farmers.
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DGCA FINES AIR
INDIAZ1 CRORE

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has imposed a
%1 crore fine on Air India for
operating an Airbus A320 neo on
at least eight routes last year
without the mandatory
Airworthiness Review Certificate
(ARC). The regulator described
the violation as “serious” and
attributed the lapse to top-level
management. The flights took
place on November 24 and 25,
covering cities including Delhi,
Bengaluru, Mumbai, and
Hyderabad. The ARC is issued
annually to validate an aircraft's
compliance with safety
standards and maintenance
records. Air India had the
delegated authority to issue the
certificate but failed to ensure
compliance. In a statement, the
airline said the incident,
voluntarily reported on
November 26, 2025, had been
addressed, and all gaps were
rectified. Air India reaffirmed its
commitment to operational
integrity and passenger safety.
The DGCA’s order highlights
regulatory vigilance over
airworthiness and underscores
that lapses, even when *
self-reported, carry significant
penalties.
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Imports of aircraft from US may boost
tourism, bring down air fares: Goyal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B NMew Delhi

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Friday expressed hope that
India would import aircraft,
engines and spare parts
worth about $100 hillion
from the US under the
interim trade pact.

Import of aeroplanes may
help boost tourism, and
bring down airfares, he said.

According to a joint state-
ment issued by both sides
on Saturday on the frame-
work for the first phase of
the bilateral trade agree-
ment, India has expressed its
intention to purchase $500
billion of US energy prod-
ucts, aircraft and aircraft
parts, precious metals, tech-
nology products and coking

coal over the next five years.
He also said India needs
coking coal to boost its steel
production and the USis a
major supplier of this
commodity.

“With the US, we are
hopeful to get more aero-
planes into the country,
which would be good for our
tourism, which would be
good for our mobility and
hopefully bring down the

L

airfares for all of us... It should
open up remote area con-
nectivity into the country,”
he said here at ET Now
Global Business Summit.

“Very easily | can see
before my eyes, just the avi-
ation sector, meeting prob-
ably a hundred billion dollars
of imports — Boeing planes,
aircraft engines and spare
parts in the next five years,”
he said.
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‘Speculative’ tag on crash report

New Delhi: The Alrcraft Accldent In-
vestigatlon Bureau (AATB) on Thursday
categorically denied an Itallan media re-
port that tries to shift blame for the ATITL
plane erash In June 2025 to pllot error.

The Bureau called the report “Ineor-
rect and speculative”, clarifying that the
investigation was still underway.

“The Investigation 15 still In progress.
Mo conclusions have been reached,”
AATE sald.

“The preliminary raport released ear-
ler provided factual Informaton avalla-
ble at that stage. The final Investization
report, containing conclusions and safoty
recommendations, will be published upon
completion of the Investigation In llhe
with established mternational norms.”

According to a report in the Itallan
dally Corrtere delia Sera, sources famillar

NO CONCLUSIONS YET: AAIB

with the probe sald the incldent was the
result of a technical fault but was an “in-
tentlonal act” as one of the pllots Inten-
tionally turnad off the fuel switches.

The probe team has urged media
organisations to exerclse restralnt and
avold premature speculation.

“Unverified reporting causes unnec-
essary public anxiety and undermines
the Integrity of an ongolng professlonal

Investigation,” the AATB said, expressing
its full commitment to the high standands
of aviatlon safety.

The prellminary report rovealed that
fuel supply to both engines of Alr India
fiight AT171 was cut off just seconds after
takooff.

Pushback from airlines
A group representing India‘s top atrlines,
IndiGoe and Alr India, has asked the gov-
ernment to dliute proposed fatligue man-
agoment rules for cabin craw, warning
they could disrupt fliight schedules and
it growth Drospects, & leter shows.
‘The pushback from the Federation
of Indian Airlines (FIA) on a key Indlan
government proposal comes after INdiGo,
the country’s largest alrline cancelled
aboutd, 500 ights in December due to
poor planning for new fatlgue manage-
ment rules for pllots



AIRPORTS AUTH

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA HYDERABAD 13 FEBRUARY 2026

Bomb threat to Gulf Air
flight turns out to be hoax

Mahesh.Buddi
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: GMR Hyvdera-
bad International Airport
(GHIAL) lodged a complaint
with the RGI Airport police
alleging that it had received
an email threatening to blow
up a Gulf Air flight arriving

in Hyderabad from Bahrain
on Wednesday.

Police registered a case
and launched an investiga-
tion to identify the offender.
The sender used a mail2tor
email TD in the name of for-
mer Maoist party general se-
cretary Muppala Laxman
Rao. At 10001 am, the email

was sent to the RGIA custo-
mer support email address
from ‘muppallakshman-
raoEemail2tor.email’,

“CISF personnel condue-
ted checksof the aircraft and
passengers on the Gulf Air
flight from Bahrain. The
threat was declared a hoax,"”
sald an RGI Airport official.
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Kolhapur-Mum
flights from Mar 2

Kolhapur: From March 2
onwards, the flight between
Kolhapur and Mumbai will
start operating in both
morning and evening ses-
sions and, to begin with,
twice a week on Tuesday and
Thursday. Rajya Sabha MP
Dhananjay Mahadik made
the announcement, stating
that the new schedule will be
much more convenient for
passengersregularly travell-
ing between Kolhapur and
Mumbai. At present, the
flight to Mumbai operates in
the morning session. In ad-
dition, on two days of the
week, the flight will operate
in the evening hours. Ty
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Airlines flag lapses in cabin
crew duty norms, say more
restrictive than int’l rules

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: A day after Indi-
Go fully implemented the
revised Flight Duty Time
Limitations (FDTL) norms
for cockpit crew, airlines ha-
ve sought changes to a sepa-
rate set of proposed duty
and rest rules for cabin
crew, warning that the draft
framework could strain
operations without de-
monstrable safety gains.
The transition to the up-
dated cockpit duty period
andrestregime followed the
expiry of a temporary ex-
emption granted by the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) in Decem-
ber, after widespread flight
cancellations affected close
to 10 lakh IndiGo passeng-
ers. It also marked the cul-
mination of nearly two ye-
ars of sustained demands

by pilots’ groups for impro-
ved work-rest norms, a cam-
paign that intensified follo-
wing sudden death of an In-
diGo pilot at aboarding gate
in Nagpur in August 2023.

Now, the Federation of
Indian Airlines (FIA),
which represents Air India,
IndiGo and SpiceJet, has
written to the regulator see-
kingrecalibration of propo-
sed changes to cabin crew
flight duty and rest require-
ments under the draft Civil
Aviation Requirement
(CAR), saying several provi-
sions could significantly
disrupt operations without
corresponding incremental
safety benefit.

The FIA said the draft
framework appears more
restrictive than global stan-
dards and called for greater
alignment with internatio-
nal regulatory practices.
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DGCA fines Al
Z1cr for flying
plane with
lapsed papers

New Delhi:DGCA has fined
Ajir India Rs 1 crove for operat-
ing flights on an aircraft with-
out a valid airworthiness certi-
ficate. The regulator has direct-
ed some engineering post-hold-
ers be removed, say sources.

The order issued by
DGCA’s joint chief Maneesh
Kumar to AT CEQO Campbell
Wilson said this lapse had
“further eroded public confi-
dence and adversely impacted
the safety compliance of the
organisation... The account-
able manager on behalf of Air
India is found blameworthy.."”

Inastatement, Al said: “Air
India acknowledges the receipt
of a DGCA order in relation to
an incident that was voluntari-
ly reported back in 2025. All
identified gaps have since been
satisfactorily addressed and
shared with the authority.”

On Dec 2 last vear, DGCA
had issued a statement. “Un-
der delegated authority, Air
India issues ‘alrworthiness
review certificate’ (ARC)...
annually.. after a comprehen-
sive review of its mainte-
nance records, physical con-
dition and verification of
compliance with all airwor-
thiness standards,” it said.

In 2024, DGCA had decid-
ed to do the first first ARC re-
newal for Vistara's T0aircraft
after the airline merged with
Al While ARCs for 69 were is-
sued, one Airbus A320's
was not issued. The aircraft
was grounded for engine
change and then released for
flights without the ARC. tan
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Is air taxi a big leap,
or high-flying hype?

Ambition without groundwork risks overpromising

SHEEKHAR SINGH

pilot air tasd comidors for Delhi-NCR, built around electrie verti-
cal take-off and landing aireraft, or eVTOLs. The concept is
straightforward: aireraft that rise vertically like helicopters, fly short
urban routes, and land on specially designed rooftop vertiports.
Travel from Gurugram to centrl Dalhi or from Connaught Place to Jew-
ar airport could, in theory, shrink from hours to under 30 minutes.
Theaviation watchdog, Directorate General of Civil Aviaion (DGCA), has
already issued preliminary gpuidelines for vertiports and cerfification path-
ways foreVTOL aireraft. Industry players, including InterGlobe Enterpris-
es in partnership with US-based Archer Aviation, have publicly spoken of
introducing electric air taxd services in the coming yvears. Start-ups backed
by IT-Madras and other institutions aredeveloping indigenous prototy pes.

T HE Confederation of Indian Industry (CIT has recently proposed

GLOBAL TAKE ON COMMUTING OPTION

On paper, the ecosystem is takdng shape. But globally, even countries far
ahead in aviation regulation have not vet normalised air tais as a daily
commiting option. In the United States, the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion is building certification frameworks and running pilot programmes,
vet large-seale commerdal passenger services still await final approvals.

Inthe United Kingdom, Vertical Aemspace is targeting the latter part of
this decade foroperations. In Dubai, vertiport construetion has begun and
test flights are underway, with commercial operations projected cautious-
Iy Saudi Arabia has signed agreements with Joby Aviation. China has
moved quickly on certification.

No major global city today nins scaled, routine air taxd services for the
general publie. India, therefore, is not behind, but it is not ahead either.

THE VERY MANY IMPONDERABLES
The question is not whether the technology exists. It does. The question
is whether the ecosystem required to support it can be built safely,
affordably and equitably.

Start with airspace. Urban skies arenotempty corridors. They are shared
with commerdal aircraft, helicopters, drones and defence movements,
Introduring dozens, potentially hundreds, of daily low-altitude «VTOL
fli ghts will require a sophisticated urban air traffic management system.

India’s repulatory framework is evobving, but it remains in develop-
ment stage. Certification is a multi-vear process. Integration with exist-
ing aviation systems is complex

Then comes infrastructure. CIT s suggestion that rooftops could serve as
vertiports sounds efficient. But a rooftop is not automatically an aviation
facility. Structural reinfreemnent, fire safety systems, emergency evacua-
tion plans, access control, passenger handling areas and high-capacity
charging infrastructure will all be mandatory.

Urban local bodies will have to amend building norms. Who will bear
these costs: private developers, state governments?

Early industry projection s for India suggested fares in the range of a few
thousand rupees forshort intercity hops. Somedomestic developers claim
that scalecould eventually reduce fares sipnificantly, Butinitial operations
inany country are expected o be premium

INDULGENCE FOR THE RICH OR REAL PUBLIC UTILITY?
If air taxis are priced beyond the reach of ordinary commuters, will they
meaningfully reduce congestion ? Or will they serve a small, high-paying
segment? There is also the envimonmental argument. Electie propulsion
eliminates tailpipe emissions, but lifscyele emissions depend on battery
production and the electricity mix powering the grid.

India's transition to deaner energy is ongoing, but not complete. The
sustanability claim cannot be examined in isolation,

Noise and public acceptance matter as well. Even if quieter than helicop-
ters, repeated vertical talee-offs overurban rooftops , commerdal buildings,
office complexes and transport hubs will change the soundscape. What
prevance redressal mechanisms will eacist? How will safety concerns be
addressed in high-density neighbourhoods?

addressed in high-density neighbourhoods?

Secunty considerations cannot be ignored. Rooftop aviation facilities
in commerdal buildings intmoduce new risk variables, Access control and
surveillance standards will need to be far stricter than typical commer-
cial rooftops.

WHY EXECUTION WILL HOLD THE KEY
MNone of this negates the potential. Advanced Air Mobility could create
high-skilled jobs, push indigenous manufact uring, strengthen India's
aerospace sector and place the country at the forefront of nesd-genera-
tion mohility. Urban congestion 15 a genuine cnisis. Bold solutions
deserve examination.

But ambition without groundwork risks overpromising, Air tasis are not
vet mainstream anyvwhere in the world. Most countries remain in testing,
regulatory or eady infrastructure phases. The sky may open to com-
muters in the coming decade. For now in India, the framework is being
written, the rules are evolving . and the vision remains grounded in prepa-
ration. The promise is airborne, The proof will be in execution.
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