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Advanced aviation system installed at city airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The Regional
Executive Director (RED),
AAT Kolkata, Nivedita Dubey
inaugurated an Automated
Weather Observing System
{AWOS) at the Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) airport,
Kolkata on Monday.

The system is installed and
integrated by the Meteoro-

logical Watch Office (MWO),
India Meteorological Depart-
ment, Kolkata. An issued
statement said it is a state-
of-the-art integrated aviation
meteorological system.

The AWOS sensors will
collect all the met param-
eters, such as temperature,
wind speed and shear, rela-
tive humidity, runway vis-
ibility range and cloud
height from six observing

stations installed at six Met
parks along the runway at
Kolkata airport.

These will feed real-time
data into the system that will
process the data centrally to
make it available in a compos-
ite format It is also helpful for
the airport operator, Airports
Authority of India in Kolkata,
to assess the meteorological
situation to then take a call on
aircraft operations.
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Dense fog delays departure of
10 flights from Kolkata airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The departure
of at least 10 flights, sched-
uled to take off from Kolkata
airport, was delayed due to
dense fog on Wednesday, Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI)
officials said.

However, there was no
delay in the arrival of flights
as the aircraft landed dur-
ing low visibility procedures
(LVP), they said. LVP was
implemented from 3.40 am to
7.40 am, an AAT spokesperson
said. The ATC declares LVP
when visibility falls below 800

metres, after which 'follow-me’
vehicles gnide aircraft to their
stands, a top Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) official in
Kolkata said. The LVP is also
activated when the cloud ceil-
ing is below 200 feet.

The procedure involves
coordination among the air-
port operator, air traffic control
(ATC) and pilots to manage
flights safely and minimise dis-
ruptions. These ensure that air-
craft are able to land, taxi and
take off safely, using advanced
navigation systems and ground
lighting. On Wednesday, 12
incoming flights to Kolk-

ata and 26 flights departing
from the city operated during
LVP. The spokesperson said
that no incoming or outgo-
ing flights were cancelled due
to the bad weather nor were
there any diversions.

Dense fog at the airport
disrupted flight operations
on many occasions this win-
ter. Flight operations were
disrupted for three consecu-
tive days from January 23 to
25 due to dense fog. A total
of 72 flights were affected on
January 23, 34 flights on Janu-
ary 24, while 53 flights were
affected on January 25.
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Flight operations affected at city airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 FEERUARY

Flight operations at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) Airport were
disrupted on Wednesday
mormningasdense fogreduced
visibility, prompting the imple-
mentation of Low Visibility
Procedures (LVP) from 3.40
am. to 7.40 a.m.

Despite the adverse weath-

er, arrival operations remained
unaffected, with 12 flights
landing asscheduled. However,
departure operations expe-
rienced delays, with 10 flights
facing disruptions due to poor
visibility. No flights were can-
celled, diverted, or forced to
return to the ramp, airport
authorities confirmed.
Meanwhile, regional exec-
utive director, AAI Kolkata
Nivedita Dubey today inau-

gurated Automated Weather
Observing System (AWOS)
installed and integrated by
Meteorological Watch Office
(MWO), India Meteorological
Department, Kolkata. [tis a
state of the artintegrated avi-
ation meteorological system.
The sensors will collect all
the met parameters from six
observing stations installed
at six Met parks along the
runway at Kolkata airport.
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Passenger traffic
through European
Airports’ increases

2 5 Im Billion. European airports

welcomed more passengers
® last year than in 2019,
surpassing pre-COVID levelds for the first
time since the pandemic, industry figunes
showsed on Wednesday, Passenger traffic
reached 2.5 billion in 2024, up 7.4% from
the previous year. wv
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Malay51a Alrlmes India passenger traffic up 14%

Eu-hit Vaid

Mew Delhi

The Kuala ~ Lumpur-
headquartered Malaysia Air-

lines expects to grow its pas
senger traffic flow to and
from India routes by 14 per
cent in FY25 on a year-on-
year basis, a senior airline of-
ficial told businessline.

Malaysia Aviation Group's
Chief Commercial Officer of
Adrlines Dersenish  Ares-
andiran said the rise in load
factors has been driven by re-
instated routes, expanded
codeshare partnerships and
strategic market initiatives,

“The Indian aviation mar-
ket is experiencing robust
growth. We estimate around
1.3 million passengers for
FY25.

“With increased flight fre-
quencies, new routes and
collaborations, we anticipate
sustained momentum in the
coming fiscal years,” he said.

Aresandiran said the air-
line expects to achieve 25 per
cent  higher  passenger
growth in 2024 compared
with 20119, supported by the

malaysia -

malaysiaarines =
e EERENERED
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|

—

h_\ malaysiaairli

BUSY ROUTE. Currently, Malaysia Airlines cperates to 10
destinations in India with over 71 weekly flights neurees

addition of four new destina-
tions in India.

CONSISTENT DEMAND
According to Aresandiran,
the Indian market has
emerged as a cornerstone for
Malaysia Airlines, ranking
among the largest and fast-
est-growing markets in its
network. The airline has re-
ported healthy  passenger
loads and consistent demand
across all destinations,

As per the latest estim-
ates, the load facror for
metro cities is currently at 88
per cent, while for tier-2 cit-
ies, it stands at 86 per cent.

“We are commirtted to fur-
ther expanding our reach in

India, including to tier-2 cit-
ies such as
Thiruvananthapuram,
Ahmedabad and Amritsar.
We remain open to exploring
new opportunities as soon as
bilateral rights become avail-
able," he said.

Consequent to the avail-
ability of bilateral fying
rights, the airline is explor-
ing options to start services
to the North-East region, in-
cluding Guwahari, and po-
tential new routes to Vi-
sakhapatnam and Goa.

CODESHARE PACT

Furthermore, Aresandiran
said that the airline is lever-
aging partnerships to grow

its presence in India, such as
the codeshare agreement
with IndiGo. This collabora-
tion allows Malaysia Airlines
to offer passengers access to
16 addirional destinations in
the country.

In addition, the airline
plans to deploy Boeing 737-8
aircraft on all India roures to
enhance the overall travel
experience. “A combination
of seamless interline con-
nectivity, renowned hospit-
ality and a strong emphasis
on hyper-personalisation of
services has  significantly
boosted Malaysia Airlines’
operations in India. Our
commitment to delivering
tailored experiences is evid-
ent through various special-
ised programmes designed
to meet the unique needs of
different  traveller sep-
ments,” Aresandiran said.

Currently, Malaysia Air-
lines operates to 10 destina-
tions in India with over 71
weekly flights to New Delhi,
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chen-
nai, Hyderabad, Kochi,
ﬂhmedalﬂd Amritsar,
Thjrmrmandmpur&m and
Kolkata.
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Boeing calls for policy mix to boost sustainable fuel production

[DEEPAK PATEL
Hew Delhd, 13 Febiary

Agovernment mandate toblend acertain
level af sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)
withaviationturbine fuel (ATF) might not
warkin isolarlon, and acomblnation of
policiesis needed inIndiato incentivise
SAFproductonand consumption, Brian
Moran, chiefsustainability officer at The
Boelng Company, told Business Standard
on Thursday.

In Novemnber 2003, the National
Biofuels Coordination Comminee (MBCC),
led by Union Petroleum Minkster Hardeep
Singh Purl_ established "indicative” targets
forblending SAFin ATE.

Accordingtothe committee, atleast 1
percent SAF should be mixed into ATF by
2007 Initlalbyfor international fllghts only.
Subsequently, by 2028, thispercentage is
propesed toincrease to 2 per cent.

Moran said that Boelng does not plan

toinvest financially inany SAF
production plants inthe country burwill
instead focus onsupporting the SAF
ecosystent, includingassistingthe Indian

collaborationwith Lanzader o establish a
SAF production facility In Haryana. In

Jamuarylast year, Jullen Manhes, head of
SAF at Alrbus, told the newspaper that the

oovernment inldentifying the right European planemakerwas

policy measures to boost SAF production. wilingtoinvestin Indiato
SAF lsacleaner fuel made from accelerate SAF production IF

sourcessuch as plants, waste, orused theright opporiunity amse

cookingoll, reduciing carbon emmissions. It
functionslike ATF, but ATF derived
from crude oil and emits more pollution.
In.Jumne 2023, the Indian 0l
Corporation {Indiandil) announced a

Alrbus competeswith
Boeing inthe commercial
aviation market.

When asked IfBoeing has
any financial Investment

“THEREARE SOME POLICIES THAT HAVE BEEN TRIED
IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES THAT MAY OR MAY NOT BE
WORKING YET. INDIA CAN OBSERVEAND CHERRY
PICKTHE BEST OF THE POLICIES™

BRIAN MORAN, CHIEF SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER, BOEING

plans toboost SAF production, Moran
replied on Thursday: "Our money lsbetter
used developing new alrplanes. The kind
ofmoneythat we are talking about here
(forsetting upSAF plans, etc.), thereare
infrastructure fundsand banks that
spechlize init That would not be
our firstcholos, We have different
things tooffer. We are not golng to
be imvesting financially in these
projects.”
Hesald that ofl companies

' such as Praj Industrles and
B IndianOil ses anopporTUnicy to

engage withthe SAF marketplace
because aviation isagrowing
business, and there s an
increasing need forSAE
“They realise that, but
they need some
supportive policy
around them for
this tomake

sensefinancially.. That iswhere Boeing
canhelpthese companles, aswe have
front-row seats with regulators tosee what
types ol policies arebeingput in place to
incentivise and scale up SAF production,”
headded.

He=zald that the current requireinent
oflor2 percentblendinginIndiaisnota
Tard bow bt eather indicative and very
small. "It 1s a good start because it begins
the processof talking about SAF in India,
bt it does not compare towhatother
couniries are dolng(where there are clear
mandates),” he added. However, this
could prove beneficial because India
cannow analysathe impact of SAF
policies worldwide and choose the best
ones foriself.

“There are some policles that have
been tried in different countries that may
or may not beworking vet. Indialsina
really good posidon becauseitcan
observe and cherry-pickthe best policies,

tailoringthemtois realites. As Boslng,
wewant tobe par ofthat consultation
process, bringing ideas, data_ and facts.”
heobserved.

When asked ifthe Indian government
should also specify amandate regarding
SAFblending, hereplied: "It ks hard tosay
thatinisslation. Anenergy company
maywant that. But without other
incentives that come with it itwould be
likeshooting vourselfinthe footto
mandate something but nothavethe
Infrasmructure or the pollcy regime to
make itareality... I'would nevertell India
whatto do, but [ think a combination of
pollciesisthe dightwaytogo.”

He said there should bean incentive to
“produce and offtake SAF inreducethe
green premibum”.

“What exact form that Incentive takes
—whether at the level of productionor
final consumption — s really upiothe
government todecide.” headded.
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SAF Industry Readying to Help
Decarbonisation Take-off for Airlines

The use of sustainable aviation fuel could pick up soon as India senses the opportunity to scale up its aviation fuel for global markets

TE@timesofindia.com cleti gonaretelam N

ecosystems

———
The aviation industry is looking Nagaral Meda
for fresh wi t high ,“m Brian Moran
or ires WIngs 0 soar g er. Transtraph Conmutiog Py Lt Chitlﬂmtllnlhi!llyﬂffnr lm"lﬂﬂf-rﬂhnl:.l Erik Birkerts

The Boslng C gmpany

Rajiv Agarwal
The tailwinds could be coming Iw’ -Growth & Execution

Engineers India Limited Lanza et
L

India’s major focus is on Make in
India and local supply chains. It is
supporting local manufacturing,
with the solar PV module

manufacturing capacity expanding from 2
gigawatts to approximately 70 gigawatts in
the past ten years. The Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme has made the sector
more attractive, promoting the manufacturing
of high-efficiency solar PV modules

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

crore in imports,
gone entirely to the farmers.
When the blending was at 10
percent, we saved T41,000

crore in imports

342,400 crore to our farmers.
These figures also depend on the
rate of world crude prices.

HARDEEP SINGH

Minister of Petroleum

and Natural Gas

Since we started ethanol
blending, we have
saved 1 lakh

which has

and distributed

in the form of sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF) and
emerging technologies, for
which several initiatives are
being taken so that the industry
can contribute to the global
decarbonisation efforts. As the
aviation world prepares for
SAF to be the wind beneath its
wings, India’s policymakers and
regulators are nudging airline
companies.

Regulators and policymakers
are taking ambitious strides
around the world. While
India has not mandated SAF
blending for domestic flights,
the first steps have already been
taken. India has set indicative
SAF blending targets — one
percent by 2027 and two
percent by 2028, applicable
for international flights. India’s
aviation companies have begun
with their response, completing
the first test flights.

Aviation decarbonisation
can be achieved through
multiple levers such as
operational improvement,

hydrogen fuel, electric aircraft,

sustainable aviation fuels and
others. New technologies
being developed could
provide breakthroughs

that have not been entirely
envisioned.

l g_‘i'__'lﬂﬂk Dugar

Yinofis

“We have been thinking ahead
and set the target for SAF to
be introduced two years later
(in 2027). Several airlines have
responded with their test flights
(with blended SAF). We hope to
stay ahead of the curve,” Minister
of Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri said during
India Energy Week.

“The current blend is capped
at 50 percent. It is technically
feasible to use more but it cannot
be done since the fuel is not
easily available. By 2030, the
planes can be 100 percent (SAF)
compatible,” said Brian Moran,
Chief Sustainability Officer, Boeing.

BIO-FUELLED FOR
SUSTAINABILITY

Using agriculture residue for
ethanol and SAF production

lBemard Hoffait

fAviation Fuels, Strategy & Growth Division

Te otalEnergies

also addresses the problem
of stubble burning and
allows farmers to generate
additional income from

the waste. It is just one of
the agricultural residues
(including maize, sugar, used
cooking oil, besides municipal
waste) that can be supplied
as sustainable fuels to the
industry. Alternate feedstock,
such as sweet sorghum,
seaweed, and reusable
plastic waste, can give further
impetus to SAF's potential in
the country.

As the world shifts to
optimal use of all resources,
municipal solid waste could
be a key input for SAF. Its
potential could further
increase with higher solid
waste generation, better

VP Institutional Relations Sustainable

Alex Kueper
:F‘ & Head of Renawablp Aviation

segregation capabilities,
and higher diversion of SAF
production. Using agriculture
residue for SAF production
also addresses the problem of
stubble burning and enables
farmers to generate additional
income from waste.
According to initial industry
estimates, by 2040, India
will have the opportunity to
produce 8-10 million tonnes
of SAF against the potential
demand of around 4.5 million.
By then, the SAF blending
rate is seen at 15 percent. An
estimated 230 million tonnes
of surplus agricultural residue
are unused and could also
be used for the 2G ethanol
plants being set up by the oil
marketing companies.
SAF production in 2024

y OF PETROLEU
M'”ﬁ}'} TURAL GAS

Government of India

was around 1 million tonnes.
According to IATA, SAF
demand is expected to hit

50 million tonnes by 2050.
With the right regulation,
technologies, demand from
consumers, and feedstock for
production, could help create
a new industry.

Vision 2040 for India’s
aviation sector has estimated
passenger traffic at 1.1 billion
and freight traffic at 1.7 million
tonnes. India currently accounts
for a little over two percent of
the global ATF demand. Given
India’s abundant feedstock
for SAF and high exposure to
exports for ATF (50 percent of
ATF produced being exported),
India is well-positioned to
capitalise on the rising global
demand for SAF.
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M Airlines Report 268 Snag Cases in Past 13 Mths

MEW DELHI &5 many as 268 instances of aircraft malfunctioning
1 were reported by private airlines in the 13 months ended Janua-

ry this year, according toofficial data, Data presented to the Lok

Sabha as part of a written reply by the clvil aviation ministry on
Thursday showed that in 2023, the number of such instances stopd at 384,
During the period, including 2024 and 1l January 2025, there were 268
instances of aircraft malfunctioning, The total number of flights operated
by private carriers inthe given period was 10,42 593, The ministry said the
percentage of faults per Aights was 0.025compared to 0.033in 2023
IndiCa reported 118 aircraft technical faults while Air india had 66 such
faults. The data also showed that Spicejet planes had 23 technical faults and
that of Air India Express stood at 26 during the given period. While Akasa
Air had 5 alrcraft smags, that of FlyBig and Blue Dart Aviation were at 3and
1. respectively.
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Indigo starts
direct Maha
Kumbh flights

Staff Reporter

PUNE

In ppod news for Punekars
heading to the Maha Kumbh
Mela, IndiGo has announced a
direct flight from Pune to
Pravagraj, starting Feb 16.

The flight will operate on all
days except Saturdays. These
flights will commence oper-
ations on Feb 16 and may con-
tinue until the Mahakumbh
concludes, which reportedly is
on Feb 26.

Flight 6E 2062 will depart
from Prayagraj at [L10am and
arrive in Pune at L10pm. The
return flight 6E 2065 will take
off from Pune at 2pm and land
in Prayagraj at 4.10pm.

With this, IndiGo has
become the fourth airline o
operate 2 Fune-Frayagraj

-
+

flight. Akasa Air, SpiceJet and
Air India have all launched
flights between these two
cities. However, all of them
operate with layovers, which
makes IndiGo the first ailine
to launch a direct Pune-
Prayagraj flight

Mearwhile, many passen-
gers have expressed concerns
over the exorbitant ticket
prices of the flights to
Prayagraj, Airfares for these
flights reportedly start at
Rs20000 and go up to
Rs60,000, making travel diffi-
cult for pilgrims. In response
to this, the civil aviation minis-
trv has asled airlines to main-
tain reasonable prices.
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Airlines report 268 instances of
alrcraft snagin 13 months till Jan

New Delhi: Asmany as 268 instances of aireraft malfunc

tioning were reparted by private aidines in the B months
ended January this year, according (o official data_ Data
presented tothe Lok Sabha s partof awritten reply by the
civil aviation ministry on Thursday showed that in 2023,
the numbeer of such instances stood at 354 FTI
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System to give real-time
weather data for flights

SANIAY MANDAL AND
DEBRAJMITRA

Calcutta: An advanced sys-
tem o provide real-time infor-
mation about the weather at
Calcutta airport was inaugu-
rated on Wednesday.

The Automated Weather
Dbserving System (AWOS)
was nstalled and integrated
by the Meteorological Watch
OMice, India Meteorological
Department, Calcutta, said
an airport official. “It is an in-
tegrated aviation meteorolog-
jeal system, ™ said the official

The AWOS sensors have
been installed at six observ-
ing stations on both sides of
the two runways of Calcutta
alrport

“These sensors will collect
all the Met parameters like
temperature, wind speed, rel-
ative humidity, runway visi-
bility range and cdoud height.
These will feed real-time data
into the system that will pro-
cess the data centrally to make
it available in a composite for-
mat,” said the alrport official.
“It i helpful for the airport
operator, Airports Authority
of India in Calcutia, to assess
the meteorological situation
and take a call on aircraft op-
erations,” he said.

Now, the data of various
paramelers are collected sep-
arately by separale systems
and provided to the airport
operators

According to an alrport
official, weather data is avail-
able every hall an hour. How-
ever, during low visibility
procedures, the runway visual
range data is provided al a

AWOS equipment that have been installed at the alrport

sharter interval.

“In the new system, weath-
er variations will be report-
ed instantly which may help
reduce delays in airerafl op-
erations,” said a Met official.
“Also there are some param-
eters which were earlier not
recorded, would be recorded
now. These are cloud heights
and wind shear which are im-
partant for Might operations,”
said theofficial,

Wind shear is the varfation
in wind velocity ooccurringina
particular direction.

Two observing stations
each are located at two ends
of the runways al touchdown
polnts of alreraft while the
third padr has been installed in
the middle of the runway,

Flight operations are often
delayed due to fog and poor
visibility at Calcutta alrport,

particularly during the winler
SEASON

Dperations were affected
on Wednesday due to low vis-
ibility. Low visibility proce-
dures (LVP) were implement-
ed at airport from 3.40am to
7.40 am, said an official. Take-
offs of 10 flights were delayed

“Flight operations were
not stalled but because of LVE,
there were delays in the moirm-
ing Mights,” he said. When
LVP is implemented, vehicles
and alreraft move carefully
and slowly in the operational
area.

Calcutta alrport has Cate-
gory II-B Instrument Landing
System that allows Nights to
operate af a minimum visibili-
ty of 50m. However, on several
days Mights were delayed as
visibility dropped below 50m
because of densefog.
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IndiGo bomb threats an inside job?

Writing On Notes Doesn’'t Match
That Of Passengers, Crew: Cops

Times News NeETwork

Ahmedabad: The city crime
branch, investigating bomb
threats written on paper chits
found in two different IndiGo
flights at Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International airport in
Nov and Feb, has narrowed its
focus to some crew members
and support staff suspected to
b behind the false alarms. Po-
lice suspect a disgrunitled air-
line emplovee, possibly facing
financial distress, may have

planted the notes — one hid-
den on the rear side of a com-
miode seat and another slipped
into & gap between a window
and a seat.

The most recent threat,
written on a lissue paper
wrapped inside a blank im-
migration form, was discove-
red after all passengers had de-
boarded. Cops matched the
writing on the note to hand-
writing samples of at least 300
passengers and crew but fo-
und no match. “Both the thre-

ats turned out tobea hoax. The
recentdelay islikely tocost the
airlines about Rs 50-60 lakh.
We are investigating if it is an
inside job. It could be some dis-
gruntled person working for
theairlines. It is likely that the
suspect got someone to write
the threat to avoid detection,”

said an official aware of the
matter.

Thefirst incident oceurred
on Nov 11, 2024, when a crew
member discovered a paper
with the word “bomb” inside
the toilet of an IndiGo fAight
from Ahmedabad to Jeddah
(via Lucknow), just before ta-
ke-off. The second incident un-
folded on Feh 10, after a flight
from Jeddah to Ahmedabad
had landed. “An immmigration
form was found with a tissue
paper attached, bearing the
message ‘bomb is here” writ-
ten on it. Given the serious-
ness of the matter, the crime
branch is investigating both
cases,” said ACP (crime

branch)Bharat Patelat a press
briefing at the City Crime
Branch office in Gaskwad Ha-
velion Wednesday,

Security officials condue-
ted a five-hour check on all 180
passengers, leading to flight
delays of uptoeight hours and
disruptions to multiple other
flights. “We have questioned
pilots, crew members, pas-
sengers, loaders and cleaning
staff. Handwriting samples ha-
ve been analysed, and forensic
experts are assisting in the
probe, Given the strict SOPs
before take-off and landing, it
appears to be the work of so-
meone within the airline’s
operations,” he added.
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Bird hit grounds
Delhl—Abad ﬂlght

Ahmedabad: Passengers
travelling from Delhi to
Ahmedabad faced signifi-
cant disruption on Tues-
day night when their flight
was cancelled just minutes
before departure. The can-
cellation was caused by a
birdstrike on the incoming
aircraft, necessitating a
thorough inspection,

The last-minute cancel-
lation left many passeng-
ers frustrated, with some
scrambling to find alterna-
tive fravel arrangements.
One passenger, @Umesh-
Ved2, shared on X (former-
ly Twitter), “Flight QP1146
Ahmedabad Delhi cancel-
led without any reason. No
alternate nor stay provi-
ded. Passengers with kids
& elders the worst suffe-
rers, Seems not a reliable
flight. Took another fight
atacostof Rs 24,360,

Akasa Air issued a sta-

tement, explaining, “Aka-
sa Air flight QP 1146 from
Delhi to Ahmedabad was
cancelled due to a bird stri-
ke on the incoming air-
craft, requiring a detailed
inspection. Our Akasa ca-
re officers and ground
staff kept passengers in-
formed about delays and
cancellations while ma-
king necessary arrange-
ments to minimise discom-
fort. Passengers were pro-
vided options to either opt
for a full refund towards
their existing booking or
rebook an alternate avai-
lable flight at no additional
cost. Weregret the inconve-
nience caused.”
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