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Low Visibi]ity: F]ight ops shut
for 2 hours at Kolkata airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The Airports Authority
of India (AAI), Eastern Region, on
Wednesday shared that flight opera-
tions at Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International (NSCBI) airport were
stopped for roughly two hours in the
morning due to low visibility while
some flights were diverted and depar-
tures got delayed due to the same.
According to the data shared by
AAL the flight operations were shut

from 4:18 am to 6:16 am. However,
low visibility procedures were imple-
mented from 4:38 am. As far the
operational impact was concerned,
three domestic and one interna-
tional flight were diverted. 18 domes-
tic and two international flights were
delayed in terms of departure. Arrivals
were not delayed.

Additionally, AAI shared that the
movement of the Governor to Fara-
kka, Murshidabad by BSF helicopter
was cancelled.
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Private airports’
capexto top
160,000 crore
by FY27: Crisil

Our Bureau
Mismbai

Private Indian airports will
maintain a strong credic pro-
file FY27, rating agency
Crigil said.

The airports are expected
to spend around  TE0,000
crore in capital expenditure
over the next three vears to
prepare for traffie growth, 12
per cent higher than the
spend berween 20222024,

While 70 per cent of this
expenditure will be funded
by deb, the credic profile of
airports will remain strong
as a result of projected 17 per
cent revenue growth.

“Revenue growth will be
driven by rising passenger
traffic, a regulated increase
in acronautical tariffs and an
increase in non-seronautical
revenue,” said Ankic Hakhu,
Director, Crisil Ratings,
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‘Cumulative capex of airports
to grow 12% to T60K cr in 3 yrs’

The cumulative capex (capital expenditure) of Indian airportsis
expected to grow 12 per cent at¥60,000 crore in the three years
through FY27 from 53,000 crore during 2022-2024, to add
required infrastructure forabout 65 million passengers per
annum, ratings agency CRISILsaid on Thursday.CRISIL said 70 per
cent ofthis capex is expected to be funded through debt.

Expected growth in passengertraffic, increase in tariffs and
spending within the airport ecosystem will lift revenue of private
Indian airports atanaverage growth rate of 17 per cent between
FY25 and FY27, it said. PTI



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHBANDHU

DELHT

13 DECEMBER 2024

der  dAmEaz fom
(FFrry) | e ST T
A T | T e A et %
forg sfiftrm, sife-gafees dod
i WA w4 % feu ofim
1 & T ol ¥ owem, Wi
wftafEsd 100 WEE S
Tt 51 s ot wahE
% arpge T ferd o A A
A 3Ry F owE w9
feerm fiftrm e ol oiv-arfw
FE B kA T S e
TR B 6 oA oE e
Tt % fo grm ol gfem o6
S ey Fem ) wE oAy
HAn = = i & Ay 2g 52
st o | 7 fm Pty i s
wftere o e Tyers 3
T Fufia drEme i, dEane
Hie HE, THTEEA TEEwd s

e i b e
1 @ giefl aftsar
W v & IS e aot
s & fom iftferern, Jife-
seifige el da were
®ea & for At
cifoTiecan Afaier) & @

Eﬁmﬁﬂﬂmﬁmﬂ'ﬁmuﬁ
- g i afeEt &
fn wes =i afsn § s W
T | FIOE ST U
?m*ﬂdeﬁﬁrmwﬁaﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁW

2 E |

W Fivs R & e Et
JueTE 24 B2 3 AEE #
ol 2 eeeft Juea

B Fiase tu, demse, oo
Hee, eweTsa doate 3T
TS 3153 & fivalies wfea
-l ba gt

F O W AE R wR i
wtatezsn AifafeE & o TrEe
5 I 1 W w9 & feu
Foattea € o v 4 @Y s
TiHE T U Oea S e

oy s s T e

% T o o g e w0
afggr wifatezsn wifafad =
uftsrer diws off Fean sie we
w Ffm & g w0 wEnid
WlETFic H Wes HEl "Rl W
Far wimem fm osmom, fam
s & mg w3 -
E i ) EE = W
it 51 Wi sft 52 Fwn &
o e e e L i ol
AT, THiE G99 S wE W
e s fem smom ) I F O
gy + fom o e vt
f mafirefearn smrm

e e F ws T d s
g e 12 Tafers ofesl =
AT R HuE S e
=0 fasm =il & e v
s wia =4 70 fafers =l =t
e Fod H T E



Corporate Communications Directorate

T ﬁWTWEiIi—UIﬁJm

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

DECCAN CHRONICLE

HYDERABAD

12 DECEMBER 2024

GMR Airports in Hyd
launches Al system

SABA
ANJUM SHAIK | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC.11

GMR Airports has lau-
nched an Al-powered
Digital Twin platiorm and
a new Alrport Predictive
Operation Centre (APOC)
at Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Airport in Hyd-
erabad. These advanced
systems are designed to
improve airport opera-
tions, reduce delays and
make air travel smoother
and more comfortable for
PASSENgers. qukI:lg at
the launch, civil aviation
minister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Naidu addressed
Hyderabad's growth in
aviation with the airport
now connecting to 90 des-
tinations and passenger
traffic increasing from 6.5
million in 2010 to 25 mil-
lion in 2024,

He said though the par-
liament was functioning
he came all the way to
attend this event. He
called this a big step tow-
ard making flying accessi-
ble for everyone, follow-
ing the vision of “from
Hawai Chappal to Hawai

Civil aviation minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu said

airport now serves 90 destinations.

Jahaaj.”

India‘’s aviatiom sector
has grown rapidly with
over five lakh domestic
passengers flying in a sin-
gle day on November 17.
The number of airports
in India has doubled from
74 in 2014 to 157 today,
with more under develop-
ment. Technologies like
DigiYatra, used in 24 air-
ports are making travel
easier and new programs
like SPARC aim to pro-
mote innovation in the
aviation industry The
APOC brings together all
parts of the airport air-

- DC

side, landside and termi-
nal operations into one
svsiem.

It uses real-time data to
handle problems quickly,
reduce waiting times and
make sure smooth travel
for passengers. Real-time
updates also improve safe-
tv and efficiency across
the alrport. He said,
India, once inspired by
other countries’ aviation
sysiems, 1s now setting an
example for the world.
Many countries are
adopting India's innova-
tions in airport manage-
ment and technology
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Airports may Hike Capex to I60Kk crin 3 yrs

Move aimed at building infrastructure for about 65 million passengers a year: Crisil

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Indian airports are ex-
pectedtoraise total capex spending
to 60,000 crore over the next three
years through FY27 from %53,000
crorein FY22to FY24, ina bid to ex-
pand infrastructure to cater to abo-
ut 65 million additional passengers
a year, according to Crisil.

In the report released Thursday;
the rating agency said 70% of the
fresh capex isexpected to be funded
through debt, adding that its esti-
mates are based on a study of 11 pri-
vate airports that contributed abo-
ut 60% of total passenger traffic in
FY24,

Revenue of the privately held In-
dian airports is also expected to
grow at an average 17% between
FY25 and FY27, backed by growing

passenger traffic, higher tariffs,
and increase in spending within
the airportecosystem.

Improved access to funding and a
predictable regulatory regime will
alsosupportthe strongcredit profi-
les of private airports, Crisil said.

"The number of passengers at In-
dian airports is expected to clock a
compounded annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 8-9% over fiscals 2025-
2027 from 376 million last fiscal,"” sa-
id Manish Gupta, senior director at
Crisil Ratings. “Growth in domes-
tic traffic, which comprises over
80% of overall volume, will ride on
rising demand from the business
and leisure segments and govern-
ment push to increase penetration
of airtravel.”

As of July this year, the govern-
ment had operationalised 84 air-
ports and 579 routes under its re-

gional connectivity UDAN scheme
todeepenregional penetration, the
report said. It added that while the
impact is small at present, with air
traffic in these airports contribu-
ting around 2% of domestic air
traffic, these regional routes are
important as they provide feeder
traffic to the metroairports.
International traffic will also
grow, driven by increased business

travel, easing visa requirements,
and improving connectivity with
airlines adding new routes. For
this, airport operators are Inves-
ting in aviation-related infrastruc-
ture such as terminal buildings
and runways to create room for in-
creased passenger flow.

Additionally, airports are develo-
ping non-aeronautical offerings
such as lounge, car parking, food
and beverage spaces and retail out-
lets, which will help increase reve-
nue, too, according to Crisil.

"Although around 70% of capexis
expected to be funded by debt, the
credit profiles of private airports
will remain strong over fiscals
2025-27 due to an average projected
increase of 17% in revenue of air-
portsinthe Crisilratingsstudy,” sa-
id Ankit Hakhu, director at Crisil
Ratings.
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M Passengers Slam
AirportFood Costs

oy MUMBAIL A significant

[ “dl percentageof airline

Fd passengers said thal food
and beverages that are
sold at airports in the country are
"extessively” priced, with the some
passengers paying more than 200%
than at restaurants, organised retail
andrailway stations, according o a
survey. According to online soclal
platform LocalCirles, &0% of airline
passengers surveyed say they were
charged 100-200% more for food and
beverages at airports as compared 1o
railway stations. The survey conduc-
ted recently, recelved over 28,000
responses from airline passenpgers
located in 309 districtsof India
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GMR may
consider 2nd
runway: Official

PTI
HYDERABAD

GMR Group which manages
the Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport here may consider
adding another terminal and
second runway once the pas-
senger traffic hits 45 million
annually, a senior official of
the airport infra major said on
Wednesday, SGK Kishore,
Executive Director and Chief
Innovation Officer of GMR
Airports, at a press conference
exuded confidence that the
passenger traffic would hit 45
million (annually) by 2030
from the existing 30 million.
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AIRPORTS SHOULD
BE LIKE A SECOND
HOME, SAYS NAIDU

Neha LM Tripathi

letters @hindustantimes.com
HYDERABAD: Union civil aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu on
Wednesday said that his focus
lies on ease of travel for civilians
flying by air.

He was addressing an event
for the launch of an Al-enabled
system called Airport Predictive
Operation Centre (APOC) at
Hyderabad’'s Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport. “Increas-
ing air traffic necessitates
advancements in airport man-
agement. This new facility will
be a milestone for future airport
operations. It will enhance effi-
ciency and improve opera-
tions,” Naidu said.

The system, a first in India
and introduced in Hyderabad, is
also set to be introduced in Delhi
airport soon. The airport opera-
tor- GMR, unveiled APOC, a sys-
tem that will integrate airside,
landside, and terminal opera-
tions into a unified system, utilis-
ing real-time data to optimise
decision-making, minimise dis-
ruptions, and ensure seamless
operations.

“Airports should become like
a second home. My vision is that
we have to create 50 more air-
ports in the next five years.”
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12.5 kg gold seized,
airport staff held

Abhishek Sharan
abhishek sharan @hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Mumbai unit of
the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) seized 12.5
kilogram of smuggled gold,
worth ¥9.95 crore, and arrested
six persons, including three air-
port staff members and three
suspected ‘receivers’ of an
alleged smuggling syndicate, on
Wednesday. With this, the
agency has seized 36 kg of
smuggled gold in the last two
days.

The agency began its opera-
tion after receiving specific
intelligence about a syndicate of
airport staff, employed at a food
court at the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
Mumbai, being allegedly
involved in smuggling of gold,
DRI sources said.

Modus operandi
The modus operandi was to
receive the gold from interna-
tional transit passengers and
deliver it outside the airport to
receivers from the syndicate,
the sources said.

During its surveillance of the
airport, DRI officers intercepted

two such consignments of
smuggled gold while these were
being delivered outside the air-
port.

“Three airport staff members
who were delivering the gold
and three receivers were appre-
hended in the operation,” a DRI
source said.

On examination, the consign-
ments yielded 24 oval-shaped
balls of gold dust in wax form,
packed in eight pouches. On
assaying, 12.5 kilograms of gold,
valued at ¥9.95 crore, was
recovered by the DRI team.

The gold was seized, and the
six accused were arrested under
the provisions of the Customs
Act, by the DRL

“A very big syndicate
involved in gold smuggling has
been busted,” the DRI source
said.

On Tuesday, DRI officers had
seized 23.92 kilograms of gold,
along with 5.4 lakh in cash and
37 kilograms of silver, estimated
to be worth ?19.6 crore in total.

The operation led to the bust-
ing of a gold extraction and
refining facility and the arrest of
the alleged mastermind of the
syndicate that controlled the
facility.
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12 flights cancelled at Chennai airport
due to glitches, inclement weather

Twu fng-’nts couldn’t take c:-ff ::Iue to

technical glitch, officials said.
REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

Twelve flights were cancelled
at the Chennai airport on Wed-
nesday owing to various
reasons.

Seven departure flights to ci-
ties including Kochi, Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Madurai, Shiva-
mogga, Bagdogra, Jaffna, and
Kolkata, and arrival flights
from Thiruvananthapuram,
Madurai, Kochi, Kolkata, and

Jaffna were cancelled. While
eight flights were cancelled
due to operational reasons,
two flights couldn’t take off
due to technical glitch, officials
said.

The departure and arrival
flight from Jaffna were can-
celled due to inclement weath-
er conditions at Jaffna.

One flight was diverted to
Bengaluru from Chennai air-
port as rain lashed the city on
Wednesday morning.
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‘Airport capex to
grow 12%in 3 years'

he cumulative capex {eapital
T expenditure) of Indian airports is

expected to grow 2% at 160,000 crore
in the three years through FY27 from 153,000
crore during 2022-2024, to add required
infrastructure for about 65 million passengers
per annum, ratings agency Crisil said on
Thursday.

Crisil said 70% of this capex is expected to be
funded through debt. The ratings agency said
its projections are based on a study of 11 private
airports in the country that account for 60% of
the total passenger trafficin FY24.

In addition to the expected growthin
passenger traffic, increase in tariffs and
spending within the airport ecosystem will lift
revenue of private Indian airports at an average
growth rate of 17% between FY25 and FY27, it
said. That. coupled with improved funding
access and a predictable regulatory regime, will
support the sirong credit profiles of private
airports. PTI
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CISF security personnel
sanctioned for Noida and

Navi Mumbai airports

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
MEW DELHI

he Union government has

sanctioned a combined
strength of more than 280
Central Industrial Security
Force{ CISF) personnel o guard
two soon-to-be operational
international airports in Noida
and in Maharashira’s Navi
Mumbai, official sources said
Thursday.
The ministry of home affairs
{MHA), under whose com-
mand the CISF works, had
sanctioned 1,840 posts for the
Wavi Mumbai airport and 1,030
for the Noida International
Airport (NIA) in Uttar Pradesh.
The total CISF manpower sane-
tioned for providing a counter-
terrorist cover to the two
upcoming airports is 2,870,
The sanction of the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
manpower is for the first phase
of operationalisation of the two
airports. The force's strength
will be enhanced once these air-

ports finish phase II, sources

The security units, o be head-
ed by Depuity Inspector General
rank officers, will take charge
once the infrastructure to install
security gadgets and other logis-
ties get ready at both the facili-
lies.

Being developed by the Adani

Group, the Navi Mumbai
International Airport ject
will be completed ll:':l'lw.]??ﬁas-
s and will have a total handling
capacity of ¥ crore passengers
per annum. The first phase will
have a capacity to handle 2 erore
PassEngers Per annum.
Commercial operations at this
airport, second in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region afier the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airporl, are
expected to begin by March-
April, 2025,

The NIA greenfield facility is
betng built in the Jewar area of
Giutam Buddh Nagar district in
Uttar Pradesh, about 75 km
from Delhi, and will be the
national capital region's second
international dvil aviation facil-
ity after the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Adrport. Tt
is also expected to gel opera-
Honal for passenger operations
by April next year.

The CISF is the national civil
aviation security force that
guards 68 airports al present. It
provides a counter-terrorist
cover Io these faeilities, thronged
by lakhs of domestic and inter-
national passengers every day.
The force frisks passengers,
checks their baggage and under-
takes anti-sabolage, counter-
terrorist and counter-hijack
checks in coordination with
other agencies,
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Cumulative capex of airports expected to grow 12
per cent at 60,000 Crore in three years: Report

PTIE MUMBAI

he cumulative capex

(capital expenditure) of
Indian airports is expected to
grow 12 per cent at Rs 60,000
crore in the three years
through FY27 fram Hs 53,000
crore during 2022-3024, to
add required infrastrocture for
about 65 million passengers
per annum, ratings agency
CRISIL said on Thursday:
CRISIL said 70 per cent of this
capex is expected to be fonded
through debi.
The ratings agency said its
projections are based on a
study of 11 private airports in
the country that sccount for 60
per cent of the total passenger
traffic in FY24.
In addition to the expectsd
growth in passenger traffic,
in:riia__w ':!'.h_ tarhiit'ﬁ ~ and

ending within the airport

Zaq.'slefn will lifi rn'cn;f?a!’
private Indian airports at an

R

average growth rate of 17 per
cent between FY25 and FY27,
it said.
That, coupled with improved
funding access and a
predictable regulatory regime,
will support the strong credit
profiles of private airports.
“The number of passengers at
Indian airports is expected to
dock a compounded annual
growth rate { CAGR) of 8-9 per
cent over fiscals 2025-2027
from 376 million last fiscal
Euz'-;:EMh in domestic traffic,
ich comprises over B0 per
cent of overall volume, rﬂl
ride on rising demand from
the business and leisure
segments and government
push to increase penetration
of air travel” said Manish
Gupta, Senior Director and
Deputy Chief Ratings Officer,
CRISIL Ratimgs,
As of July 2024, the
government had
operationalised 84 airports

and 579 rootes under its
regional connectivity UDAN
scheme to increase regional
enetration, CRISIL — said,
adding that while the impact is
small at present. with air
traffic in these airports
contributing around 2 per cent
of domestic air traffic, these
regional routes are important
as they provide feeder traffic
to the metro airports.
International traffic will also
En:rw. driven by increased
usiness trovel, easing visa
requirements, and improving
connectivity with  airlines
adding new routes, it said.

To cater to this growth, airpor
operators are inwvesting in
aviation-related infrastructure
such as terminal buildings and
rumways o create room for
increased passenger flow.
Additinmgl}'. airports are
developing non-zeronautical
offerings such as lounge, car
parking, food and beverage
spaces and retail outlets, which
will help increase revenue, ton,
the ratings agency said
“Although around 70 per cent
of capex is expected o be
funded by debt, the credit
profiles of private airports will
remain strong over fiscals
2025-27 due to an average
projected increase of 17 per
cent in revenue of airports in
the CRISIL Ratings study’
CRISIL  Ratings Director
Ankit Hakhu said.
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Touting at IGI airport
tackled: 540 arrests,
254 vehicles seized

STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI

Tle Indira Gandhi
International (BGI) alrport i
wlnwul.ng rampant cases of
touting es i with fnrengn
nationals, a menace that dam.
Indias reputation on the
ohal stage ard deters loreign
bonarisrn, with the arrest of 540
touts and the seteune of 254 veli-
cles this year significantly sur-
passing kast year’s figures of
264 arrests and 96 vehicle
sefpures.
“In a determibned efort to erad-
beate touting activities at 1GI
Airpart, Delhi Police’s 1GI
Alrport Uit has launched an
extensive and st ic erack-
dovwn, resulting ln an unprece-
dented impact on passenger
safety and airpost operations.
With the arrest af 540 towis and
the sebrure of 254 veldcdes in
22, compared o 164 arrests
amd 96 vehicle seizores in 2023,
the IGI Alrport Pollce has
demonstrated 2 rero-tolerance
policy toward tooting” the
%ol'u.'zsas'd In & statement.
Ij.::'uul:u:l.;, the act of coercing or
cevin e inlo Wk
ummhwmdgpmfaﬁeﬁ.]mh -]
been a perslstent problee at |
It tevvodves touts mis-
gulding travellers 1o use unais-
thoeized s, sccommodation
services, or even shopping
options. This deceplive peactice
not anly comprom jses 11
per safety but also tarnishes the
airpori’s reputation, often leav-

kg viethms vulnerable 1o finan-
cial oliation, harsssment
and v risks

Deputy Commssiomer of Police
(Gl Usha Rangnani said.

“Touting at MGl Alrport bs &
mmh:jdinm umader the Dielhi
Prevention of Tooting &
Malpractices against Toarist
Act, wnel the police have demon-
strated & 2ero-tolerance
approach wward this illegal
activity”
Several cases in recent months
have been reported at the Delhi
alrport where travellers includ-
ing foreign nationals have been
targeted especially al night by
these people. In one incsdent. »
fareign mational arriving late ai
night was spproached by a tout
wihn falsely chrmed that protests
in Dellsi Jad esnused all hotels
and public fransport to shui
down. The tout explolied the
E.u&mger‘sumuurmaud Tured
I irito his trap, charging Rs.
YR under retense of
arranging travel to Varanast
The victim was biter abandoned
on the roadside. “Acting swifi-
Iy, the 1G1 Airport Police regis-
tered the complaint and
Baunelwed a coondinated opera-
tion. Within 24 hours, they
rended the four suspecis
:llmzd.mulbd I'J:umuP:I'gt-
mind, Amit Malbotra, The
police froze the suspects’ bank
accounts, emsuring the victims
money was recoverad” the DCP

il

She added that in another case,
a foretgn matbonal was over-
el fiwve times the standand
taxi fare from [GL Abrport to CR
Park The victing's friend lodged
a comglaint and within hours,
the 1G] Alrport Police tracked
diwwn the offenders, Mooy Blati
and Kamal, and arrested them,
Moreover, earbier this year, a salo
female traveler was targeted by

touts whe misled her about
hu[elduum-smdm.eumdnim
coerce her mta E ying for ‘pre
i’ services. pmmelvluu
her complaint. the [Gl Airport
Police arrested the offenders,
The K51 Abrpoet Police Tsave also
Ly s CHivee meastires
to conthal touting. Specialized
teams, including  plainclothes
offtcers, ol the ierminals,
arrival areas, and I zomes
around the MP“ﬂ‘ g
Further, enhanced foot and
motorcycle patrols allow officers
to navigate crowded areas and
swiffly access remaote of the
rt, while eollaborations
with BAXA { it Sevurity
Group) and DIAL (Delhi
International t Limitad)
ha'ueﬂnanglhruu undl.ge:we
s
tuu.l.uLAddnmlly,lmn‘l
atbons with traffic e barget
bt mm%mﬁummduuﬁ'-
fic violations.
To further curby touting, the
pulice rely an intelligence
ered through surveillance and
public ck. Their “E:
ind Ears” scheme has e d
the police to carry oul wtid
raidip.d:dmlg rl‘fe Em:l;gn of
touts to operate. In sddition,
preventive measures ensine that
repeal offenders are comtinuous-
Iy monktosed and kept from
returning to [egal activities.
AThe arrested touts belong 1o
multiphe states. highlighting the
uldn read mature of this issue
ing 373 from Delld, 107
fmm Utiar Pradesh, 31 from
Haryana, 11 from Bihar and
others from Rajsthan, Punjab,
Mabarashtes, Uttsrakhand, and
Silckim
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Low visibility forcesflight
disruptionsatcityairport

Three domesticflightsand oneinternational flight were diverted toalternate airports

STM'ESMAH HE\H‘SSEE\I'ICE

KOLKATA, 11 DECEN

Flight operations at Kolkata's
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport were
disrupted early this morning
due to low visibility caused
by dense fog. From 4.18 am
to 6.16 am, no flights could
operate, with Low Visibility
Procedures (LVP) officially
declared at 4.38 am.

The adverse weather con-
ditions led to significant oper-
ational challenges. Three
domestic flights and one
international flight were
diverted to alternate airports.
Additionally, 18 domestic

Kolkata enveloped in thick fog early on Wednesday morning. , sxs
tional departures faced delays.

departures and twointerna-

However, arrivals remained

unaffected, with no delays
reported. The poor visibility
alsoimpacted scheduled hel-
icopter operations, including
the planned movement of
the Governor of West Bengal
to Farakka, Murshidabad,
which had to be cancelled.
The Governor was to travel
via a BSF helicopter, but the
adverse conditions rendered
the journey unsafe. Airport
authorities and airlines have
assured passengers that they
are working to restore nor-
malcy and minimise incon-
venience. Travelers have been
advised to check with their
respective airlines forupdates
on flight schedules.
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Hyd airport rolls out India’s
first Al-powered ops centre

Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: The GMR-ope-
rated Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (RGIA) at Hy-
derabad has become the first
airport in the country to leve.
rage cutting-edge technologi-
es such as Artificial Intelli-
gence (AD, data analytics and
IoT to create an Al-powered
digital twin platform with a
next-gen 31!'[1(!1'1 J!I‘Eﬂ]i.!Tl'L'l-
operation centre (APOC),

The innovative platform
integrates airside, landside,
and terminal operations into
a unified system that levera
pes digital technologies such
as Aland real-time prescripti-
ve analytics to make flying
smoother for passengers.

The system integrates
multiple stakeholders, inclu-
ding airlines, ground hand-
lers, and air traffic control,
and utilises realtime data
collected by almost 40 diffe-
rent sources using loT sen
sors to optimise decision-
making, minimise disrup-
tions, and ensure seamless
operations.

Flagging oil the Al-powe-
red system at Hvderabad air-
port on Wednesday, Union ci-
vil aviation minister Kinjara.
pu Ram Mohan Naidu said
*With rising air traffic and
passenger footfall, it becomes
necessary for us to advance
our airport management sy-
stems. The APOC facility is
goingtobe a game changer for
the entire civil aviation ope-
rations as it will enhance effi-
ciency, improve passenger ex.
perience, save costs and also
teal with safety aspects.”

GMR Airports executive
director-South & chief inno
vation officer SGK Kishore
said the company plans to al
=0 deploy this technology at
Delhi International Airport
over the next few months as
partof plans toadopt the digi-
tal twin platform as a stan
dard operating model across
all GMR-operated airports in
aphazed manner

6 ISLANDS FOR SMOOTH OPS AT RGIA |
mmmmmamumsw

» Airside Island: Monitors - =
aircraft movement on tarmac,
detects bird movement &
objects on runway

# Landside Island: Keeps tabs
on ground transportation,
vehicular traffic, parking and
cab availability

« Terminal Island: Monitors
passenger flow, security
checks, immigration, baggage
handling and boarding
procedures. Real-time updates
for travelers

GMR Airports executive director-South SGK Kishore explains

» Technical Island (Digital APOC to Union minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu at RGIA
Twin): Manages systems like | o Social Media: Engages with | e Stakeholder Island:
air conditioning, lighting, passengers on social media Ensures coordination
energy, upkeep of lifts, platfarms, shares updates on between airlines, ground

escalators and baggage belts | flight traffic & disruptions handling staff
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RGIA may get second terminal
& runway amid pax traffic surge

@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: GMR Airports,
which recently completed a
major capacity expansion at
the Hyderabad internatio-
nal airport to 34 million pas-
sengers per annum (MPPA)
from the initial capacity of
12 million MPPA, is already
considering adding a second
terminal and a new runway
due to passenger traffic soa-
ringtonearly 30 MPPA.
“Weare already reaching
30 million after six months
of the inauguration of the
expanded terminal. Even
though it is designed for 34
MPPA, we are using techno-
logy to see how we can maxi-
mise the asset to reach up to
45-50 MPPA. With the type
of growth Hyderabad and
India are witnessing, itison-

Iy a matter of three to four

vears,” said GMR Airports

‘Will take cue from Hyd airport APOC
to set up centralised data repository’

Hyderabad: Union civil aviation minister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Naidu said the govt plans to replicate the pathbreaking
Al-powered airport predictive operation centre (APOC) system
at Hyderabad airport at other airports across the country to get
acentralised repository of data for quicker and better policy
making. “We feel there are other data points that canalso be
captured at airports. At the ministry, we are thinking of how we
canintegrate all this data into one central repository because
it's important for us to back up any policy decision with the
right kind of data and analytics. We are taking some ideas from
this APOC centre to try and evolve it so that the ultimate goal of
having one central repository is met,” he said.

ple of years, we may have to
commence the second run-
way and second terminal,”
hesaid.

executive director-South &
chief innovation officer
SGK Kishare,

“Next we will be plan-

ningthe northern runway at
the second terminal. That
planning has already star-
ted, and if everything goes
welland traffic remains buo-
yant, maybe in the next cou-

Kishore said the Hvdera-
bad airport airside is cur-
rently handling around 43-44
flight movements per hour,
and the airport is targeting
50 plus moverments per hour,
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540 touts at IGI airport held in 2024: Police

Tripune Niews SERVICE

NIV DN, DECTMER 18
Booking cab services from
non-prepaid ticd booths at
Indira Gandhi International
Abport eould land you ina
trap, Giving this informa-
tion, the Delhi Police said
taking action against fraud-
sters, B0 Louts were arrest-
e in 2024, X vehicles were
seized and 41 preventive
apprehengions were under-
twken, police officials =mid
on Wednesday,

Comparing the data from
last year, DCP (IGT Airport),
Usha Rangnuni, suid that in
2023, D touls were amested
which increased to M0 in
2024, ¥ vehides were seized
in 2023, this year it incmeased
1o 254 and Mrom zerm, preven-
tive arrests spied to 41 this
weur she gaid.

Prowviding further details,
the police officer smid 373
touts were residents of Del-

hi, 107 from Ttar Prsdesh,
32 from Horyana amd 11

from Rajasthan, Punjab
Muharashira, [itwrakhand
amd Sikkin

The DCP said specialised
teams in uniform and in
pliin dothes were deployed
il the sirport acrss lermi-
nals, arrivals and parking
mnes, Along with this foat
snd molomycle patrolling
Tad beeninereased, she suid

"Collnborations with RAMA

Abrport Security Grou p) and
DIAL Delhi Tntemustional
Airport Limited) e
strengthened  intelligence-
sharing and operation] coor-
dination. Joint checks with
traffic police in forecourt
aresy b address touting and
traffic violations simullane-
ously,” the officer said.
Shuring someinstances, the
DCP said in Septembsen i fior-
sign  passenger, who hoad
armived kte @l night was

ARRESTS DOUBLED IN A YEAR

Wn 2023, 264 touls weie anestad
inereasing to 540 In X022 ; MEvehicles
wetire siiped in 2023, this year &
Inceeasad Lo 254

B3T3 ouls were residents of Dehl, 107
e Litear Pradesh, 32 from Hanana
and 11 Irom Ragesthan, Punjab,
Maharashira, Wtarakhand and Sekkim

plane et hesswere: dieploved acmes
lerminals, arnals and parking 2ones

appmached by & out posing
a5 i helpdul loeul. The police
officer suid fhut fhe tout false
by informed the passenger
that Delhi was witnessing
heavy protests, leading to do-
sure of all hotels and puldic
transport, “Manipulating the
passenger’'s  concerns, the
tout und his associsles luned
him into their trapwith prom-
iges of alternate arrange
ments,” {he officer added,
The passenger was taken

o muliiple locat kns, where
his credit card was used to
de=posit Rs 99,700 under the
guise of arran ging o private
vehiclke 1o Varanas, Ulti-
mately, he was obandoned
on the rmadside, police said.
Rangnani said that within 24
hours of receiving the com-
plaint, the pobice apprehend:
el four persons, including
the mastermind Amit Bal-
botra. Further, the polie
froze the suspects’ bank
sccounts recovering the vic-
im's money

Similarly, money was
extorted rom & woman fiar-
eign national by mizguid-
ing her sboul hotel clo-
sures,  Another foreign
mational was charged Hs
2 500 fivr a ta ride from the
airport to Chittaranjan (CR)
Park which is only 15 km
from the airport, Police
arreated two persong after
analysing CCTV [foolage
fram the area,
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Premji-Ranjan Pai Family Offices

to Board Akasa with Big Stake Buy

Airline likely to get $130-140 m in fresh funding from new and existing investors

Arindam Majumder &
Digbijay Mishra

New Delhi | Mumbai: A consorti-
um comprising Premji Invest and
Claypond Capital, the Bengaluru-
based family offices of Wiprofoun-
der Azim Premji and Manipal gro-
upchief Ranjan Pairespectively, is
buying a significant minority sta-
ke in Akasa Air, said people brie-
fed on the matter.

The transaction will form part of
a $130-140 million fundraise by the
budget carrier, the people said.
Thefamily of late billionaire stock
trader Rakesh Jhunjhunwala’s es-
tate is also doubling down on their
holding in Akasa by joining the la-
test round, they said.

Akasa signed a term sheet with
the Premji Invest-Ranjan Pai con-
sortium early this month and the
deal isinthelastlegof completion,
said the people cited above.

“The contours of the deal has be-
en finalised and the company will
soon move for regulatory appro-
vals from the Competition Com-
mission of India(CCI),” said a per-
son involved in the process. The si-
ze of the stake that will be bought
by the consortium could not be
ascertained immediately.

The stake sale was initially plan-
ned to be finalised by October. Ho-
wever, the negotiations got pro-
longed due to mismatch over Aka-

sa’'s future revenue projections.
Akasa, like many other low-cost
carriers, follows an asset light mo-
del where it acquires a new air-
craft at an attractive price from
manufacturers and immediately
sells it to a lessor at a profit, subse-
quently leasing it back for its ope-
rations. Income from the sale and
leaseback process

— helps an airline to
Contours of generate cash,
thedealhave crucialtorunope-
beenfinalised rations in an in-
andthecowill tensely-competi-
S00Nn move tive market.
forregulatory  However, a delay
approvals indelivery of Boe-
fromCCl,says ing 737 Max pla-
asource nes has weighed

on Akasa’s projec-
ted income from aircraft sale and
leaseback for the next five years.
“The term sheet has been signed
and the Premji Invest-Ranjan Pai
consortium have invested just
over $100 million but other exis-
ting investors are also participa-
ting intheround taking the total to
around $130-140 million,” said a
personawareof the matter. Aterm

sheet is a non-binding offer to in-

vest in a company after due dili-
gence.

The initial investment talks were
centred around a valuation of over
$350 million but the deal is being fi-
nalised at a slight discount though
still significantly higher than

All On Board

Premji Invest-Ranjan
Pai consortium
invested just over

$100 m

-

-

Akasa’s previous valuation. The
company was last valued at aro-
und $86 million in 2021, as per
Tracxn.

Akasa Air, and Pai and Premji In-

vest declined to comment.
The carrier is likely to use the
fresh capital for further expan-

sion and to make pre-delivery pa-

yments for aircraft, the people sa-
1d. The latest round will dilute
shareholdings of the Jhunjhun-
wala family and that of founder
and CEO Vinay Dubeand his brot-
hers Sanjay and Niraj Dube. To-
gether, they own around 67% sta-
ke inthe airline.

The Jhunjhunwala family, which
owns about a 38% stake in Akasa
through various trusts, will rema-
in the single largest shareholder.

The funding will be used for further

expansion and for making pre-delivery
payments for aircraft

Family of Rakesh Jhunjhunwala's
estate doubled down

investments in the airline

Stake of Jhunjhunwala family
and CEO Vinay Dube and his
brothers Sanjay and Niraj
Dube will be diluted

BHAVIN G

The fundraise comes at a crucial
juncture for Akasa as gestation
costs for airlines remain high du-
ring their initial few years. Akasa
has lost over Rs 2,300 crore in the
first two years.

After starting in August 2021, the
airline was able to exploit a Covid-
induced drop in aircraft rentals
and easy availability of pilots and
cabin crew to add 25 aircraft to its
fleet.

The carrier placed an initial or-
der of 76 Boeing 737 Max jetliners,
following it up with an order for
another 150 planes of the same ty-
pe in January 2024. However, Aka-
sa’s growth plans got stifled due to
a sharp slowdown in Boeing's air-
craft production amid increased
regulatory scrutiny from regula-
tors after multiple safety inci-
dents.
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Boeing still struggling to make
its best—sellmg ]et — 737 MAX

ALLISON LAMPERT &
DAM CATCHPOLE
Seattle, December 12

SIMCE ACRIPPLING stri ke at many
of Boeln g'sUSplane factorles ended
more than a I:I.1IJ:II“I. JHIJ. i!rlJHl'\Ehh
ramping up productionof its best
selling 737 MAX jet has been delib-
eratehy slow,

Safety Inspectons insidethe 737
MAX factoryoutside Seatte labori
ously scoured half-construced
|'|L'|ru.-= for flaws thr'!.' may have
missed during the seven-week work
soppage

Otherwodeers poured overman
wals to restore their r:l:plrﬂ‘l ut'M}'
licenses, The factonyrwas indtially so
“.I-t‘h.‘hh In II.I.'I'J -MNo U'Eﬂ:llJEI !h.ﬂ. ones
employee left mrly beausethebins
of fasteners he was sked with
replenishing weren't being used,
according to a source inside the
|'|I:|:||r The sl oo new 737 KAX
plane has been completed. Boeing
said on Tuesday that it had restart od
MAX production last week, as first
reported by Reufers

Boeing's crutiousapproach, fol
lowing eriticism that the plane-
maleer for yearsrushed produoction,
has garmered prajse fmn regulaton
and someairline CECs

Bu't it also has some smaller sup-
pliers who cut jobs or operating
howrsduring the strike hesitating to
stall-up again, cieating further
uncerainty in an already fragile
:.l.l;ppl:.r chain, .1:4:|:|l|:|:|1:g to thres

Boeing said that it had restarted MAX production |ast week

suppliers, one analyst andan indus
try source. Both Boeing and rhval
Airbus have struggled to meet pm
duction goals due to supply chain
delays. Boring CEC Kelly Ortberg in
Octobertold analysts he was antic
mpating a |1|.|:|np':,r return from the
supply chain post strike.

Parts that used o takea day tobe
finished at a processing shop now
take a wesk, one suppliersald.

Thisaccount of Bocng'seffort to
restart produeston of s stongest-
selling jet is based on intervicws
with a dozen Boeing factory work-
ers and 10 suppliers, most ofwhom
spoke on condition of anonymity
because they are not authorised in
alktothe media.

It shows that Ortberg is sticking

to his pledge to auutiously restart
737 MAX production, prioritlsing
safety and quality due to height
ened regulatory scoutiny following
afant ary mad-ar p;uul: blowou t on
a near-new plane.
Theinterviewsalso reveal ed that
some suppliers are still strugpling
to recover frome the sirike after
wrestling with slumping plan c pro
duction during the pandemic, and
the 20019 MAX grounding following
two fatal crashes mvolving the
model. Boeing “will continuwe to
steadily Increase praduction as we
exectibeon our safet ya el ol al ity
plan and work to meet the expecta
boris ol our rrgul.llnr and cis-
tomers,” Boring s pokesperson jes
sica Kewal said —REUTERS

13 DECEMBER 2024
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Direct IndiGo flights

from Ahd to 5 cities

FPJNEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD
—

IndiGo Aidines has launched
direct fight services from
Sardar  Vallabhbhai  Patel
International (SVFD) Airport o
four cities, starting Tuesday.
The airline has introduced
direct flights connecting
Ahmedabad with Guwahati,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi,
and Kolkata Additionally it has
alsp added a connecting flight
from the city airport to
Dimapur.

Announcing the flights, the
Ahmedabad Airpart, in an X
post, said, “Ahmedabad Adrport
is happy to announce divect and
additional  connectivity  to
Gwahati, Thirwananthapuram,
Kochi and Kolkata along with a
one-stop connection o Dimapur
with Indilzoa "

Starting Decermber 10th,
IndiGo has introduced new
flight schedules connecting
Ahmedabad to multiple cities.
Ahmedabad-
Thiruvananthapuram:
Flights will operate four times a
weel on Monday, Wednesday,
Friday, and Sunday. The flight
departs Ahmedabad at 425
P, arriving in
Thiruvananthapuram at 7:05
PM. The return fight leaves

Thirwvananthapuram at 7:35
PM, reaching Ahmedabad at
8:55 PV
Ahmedabad-Guwahatiz A
daily Right will depart Sardar
Vallabhblai Patel International
Airport (SVPD) at 8:30 AM and
land in Guwahati at 1115 AM.
The return flight departs
Guwahati at 4:35 PM, amriving
in Abmedabad at 8:35 PM.
Ahmedabad-Dimapur  {via
Guwahati): The same flight con-
necting Ahmedabad to Guwahati
will continue to Dimapur. After
landing in Guwahati, it departs
for Dimapur at 100 PM, arriving
at 200 PM. The return leg
departs Dimapur at 2:30 PM,
landing back in Guwahat at 335
FM  before heading to
Ahmedabad at4:55 FM.
Ahmedabad-Kochi:  Flight
number 6E 6237 will operate
three dayz o weele—on Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday, It
departs Ahmedabad at4:25 PM,
arriving in Kochi at 6:45 PM.
The return flight BE 6238,
leaves Kochi at 715 FM and
reaches Ahme dabad at 8:50 PM.
Ahmedabad-Kolkata: A new
daily flight will depart
Ahmedabad at 820 PM, reach-
ing Kolkata at 115 PM. The
return flight departs Kolkata at
1250 PM and arrives in
Ahmedabad at 345 P
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IATA chief optimistic about India
prowdmg more bilateral flying rights

GENEWA
—

Global airlines’ gmouping
IATA's chief Willie Walsh has
expressed optimism  that
India will provide more hilat-
eral flying rights asIndian car-
riers are set to operate more
wide-body planes in the
COming years

India, one of the world's
fastest growing civil aviation
markets, has been taking a
cautious stance on increasing
bilateral flving rights asefforts
are on to make the country a
global aviation hub. More
number of wide-body planes

with Indian airlines will allow
them to provide direct con-
nectivity o various overseas
destinations.

IATA Director

General
Willie Walsh has said the
bilateral fiying rights situation
with respect to India will
improve.

"It (bilateral flying rights)

will improve. Ifyou look at the
aircraft orders, the wide-body
aircraft orders that IndiGo
and Air India have, they want
to see more rights available to
them. They are not going to
getrights to fly unless you give
them reciprocal rights.

"I am optimistic that it
(bilateral flying rights situ-
ation) will change” he told PT1
on the sidelines of the IATA
Global Media Day here on
Tuesday.

Bilateral flying rights are
between two countries that
allow airlines from either side
to operate a specified number
of flights.
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Battle against low visibility
takes off in Indian aviation

s we head into the annual winter
chaos in aviation — the fog that
envelopes large parts of North India
in December and January —a feeling
of dread begins to accompany all ticket book-
ings by passengers coming into the region.
Will my flight actually land, and will I catch
my connecting flight? How many hours of
delay will Tencounter? Will my flight take off
atall? Is the Delhi airport and other affected
airports equipped to handle the mayhem?

Last year, the fog and poor handling by
almost all stakeholders led to mayhem at air-
ports in the North, with the capital facing the
bruntof it. Delhi, as a major hub for many early-
morning departures, leads to a cascade of delays
across the country. To manage perceptions
more than anything else, the then Union civil
aviation minister had set up “war rooms” to
tackle this annual menace since there is very lit-
tle the government can do on its own to mitigate
these disruptions. The airlines, air-
craft, and ground infrastructure need
to come together in near-perfect har-
mony, almost likein a ballet perform-
ance to ensure things run relatively
smoothly. Well, the good news is that
after a chaotic and badly managed
2023, things look set to improve this
winter. We seem to be getting more
adept at fighting this war, or at least
the armoury is in place for some
squadrons of the army!

We finally have three operational runways
at Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL)
equipped with what is known as CAT-III
Instrument Landing Systems, enabling preci-
sion landing in pretty low visibility condi-
tions, which is perhaps the most welcome
news. In addition, the runway has newly
installed visibility sensors and systems to pro-
vide real-time visibility data. Follow Me vehi-
cles and jeeps have been equipped with GPS
devices to assist operators in navigating
through fog and maintaining situational
awareness. DIAL claims that all airside per-
sonnel involved in low-visibility operations
have undergone specialised training to handle
the situation effectively.

Delhi airport says it has a plan to manage
the ground situation better as well. Extra
processing zones have been introduced to
manage off-schedule international depar-
tures, and a “swing zone" to optimise resource
allocation for international operations will be
operationalised. This area is designed to han-
dle busy hours with extra immigration coun-

Theairlines, aircraft, and ground
infrastructure need to come togetherin
near-perfect harmony, almost like ina

ballet nerformance HINDUSTAN TIMES

Anjuli
Bhargava

ters and X-ray lanes to speed up the process
for departing passengers. These zones can
help the airport serve twice as many passen-
gers. Additional terminal exits have been
identified to expedite passenger evacuation in
case of cancellations.

DIAL also says that it will provide extra
counters for airlines to re-book passengers in
case of flight disruptions, and a few extra
security processing zones have been estab-
lished to handle the rescreening of passengers
disembarked due to delayed departures. Addi-
tional staff members have been deployed in
terminals to assist passengers, apart from a
dedicated task force of 180 non-operational
staff trained to support terminal operations
during low visibility. On paper, at least, DIAL
seems to be in a better position than last year.

Airlines appear better prepared this year,
too. Almost all airlines have some percentage
of crew that are not yet trained in handling
low-visibility conditions, but IndiGo
and Air India’s performance will set
the tone and determine outcomes.

With close to 86% of its pilots
trained in low-visibility aircraft oper-
ations, IndiGo has implemented a
comprehensive plan to tackle fog-re-
lated disruptions, including position-
ing crew close to airports to fill in
quickly when required. The airline’s
operations control centre will
actively monitor visibility conditions to
ensure that trained crew is available, even
when assigned crew overshoots duty timing
limits. Diverted aircraft will also be sent to air-
ports where maintenance engineers are avail-
able to ensure smooth operations.

Air India, too, said that it had initiated sev-
eral measures to minimise inconvenience to
fliers due to the fog season. The airline said it
has an average daily departure of 1,200 flights,
of which Delhi, its primary hub, accounts for
around 250. A spokesperson said the airline
has an “adequate pool of cockpit crew fully
trained in low visibility operations” to ensure
that morning delays do not cascade into net-
work-wide delays. He added that the operat-
ing aircraft are being properly equipped for
low-visibility operations too.

But sources in the airline maintained, as
things stand, around 50% of Air India’s total
commanders and crew are trained in low-visibil-
ity operations, which might be inadequate, con-
sidering that trained crew is required for inter-
national operations too. This led to embarrass-
ing situations for the carrier last year, whereits
flights to other countries in low-visibility condi-
tions had to be diverted to other air spaces since
the commander in charge was not trained to
land in such situations.

I'll just add one point here for airlines to
remember: Communication is key. Inform
passengers about delays or cancellations in
time, not once they have already reached the
airport. This can save everyone a lot of grief
and reduce the stress on the terminal facili-
ties.

By all indications and based on what my
sources tell me, passengers on IndiGo are
likely to find themselves on firmer ground
than Air India. Fliers must also remember
that for all the war and troop readiness, real
life, like any battle, always springs surprises.
As the maxim goes, focus on the journey and
not the destination.

Anjuli Bhargava writes on governance,
infrastructure and the social sector.
The views exoressed are nersonal
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737 Max planes back on
Boeing production line

Seattle: Boelng is resuming
production of its bestselling
plane, the 737 Max, for the
first time since 33,000 workers
began a seven-woek strike that
ended in early November.

The company said Tuesday
that plane-building resumed
at its plant in Renton, Wash-
ington, after going through a
process of training workers
and identifying and fixing po-
tential problems.

Boeing shares rose 4.5 per
cent, their best singleday per-
centage gain in our months.

Production and deliveries
of Max jets and another air-
line plane, the 787 Dreamlin-
er, have been stopped several
times in recent years to fix
manufacturing flaws.

A Boeing 737 MAX alrcrai
being assembled at the
company’s plant in Renton,
Washington. Reuters fik photo

“Our team has worked
methodically to restart fac-
tory operations in the Pacific
Northwest, We have now re-
sumed 77 production in our
Renton factory, with our Ever-
et (Washington) programmes
on plan to follow in the days

ahead,” the company sald.
Boeing builds its 777 and 767
jetsin Everett, north of Seattle
Separately, the company
said it took orders for 49 planes
in November but lost an order
by UK carrier TUI for 14 Max
jets. It delivered 13 planes,
down firom 56 a vear earlier.
Ever since a panel called a
door plug blew off a Max op-
erated by Alaska Airlines in
January, the Federal Aviation
Administration has capped
Boeing's production of Max
jets to 38 per month. Boeing
hopes to convince regulators
that it has corrected quality
and safety issues and can raise
that number 1o 56 planes per
month
AP



HI¥d
AIRPORT

SAUTHORITY

Corporate Communications Directorate

OF INDILA

THE TELEGRAPH

KOLKATA

12 DECEMBER 2024

Airlines differ on allowing

crews to refuse flights

Pilots worry
about West
Asia routes

London: i late Septamber, an
experienced pilot at low-cost
European airline Wizz Alr
felt anxious after learning his
plane would Ny over Iraq o
night amid mounting tensions
between nearby Iran and lsra-
ol

He decided to query the
deciston since just o week ear-
lier the airline had deemed
the route unsale. In response,
Wizz Alr's Might operations
team told him the alrway was
now considered secure and
he had 1o fly it, without giving
further explanation, the pilot
sald

“1'wnsn't really happy with
it,” the pilot, who requested
unomym ity from fear he could
lose his job, told Reuters. Days
lnter, lrag closed [ts airspace
when [ran fired missiles on
Detober 1 at Israel. “T1 con-
firmed my suspleion that it
wasn't safe”

In response (o Reuters’
queries, Wiz Alr sald safety
ol crew and passengers was its
utmaost priority and would not
be compromised “in any cir-
cumstances”, adding its decl-
slons on where to {1y are based
on stringent risk assessments
in collaboration with third
party intelligence speciallsis.

“Our alrcraft and crews
will only fy in alrspace that
has been deemed safe and we
would never take any risks
in this respect,” Wiz Air also
sald in a statement.

Reuters spoke o four pi-
lots, three cabin crew mem-
bers, three Might securlty
experis and two airline exee-
utives about growing safety

A pleture taken with a drone
shows a damaged helicopter
that belonged (o foroes
loyal to Bashar al-Assad at
Hane's military airport in
Syrin.iReutery

concerns in the European alr
industry due to escalating ten-
sions in West Asia following
Hamias' attack on lsrael In Og-
tober 20028, that prompted the
war in Gaza

West Asia is a key alr eor-
ridor for planes heading to
India, Southeast Asin and
Australia and last year was
criss-crossed daily by 1,400
Mights toand from Europe, Eu-
rocontrol data show,

The safiety debate about ily-
ing over the region is playing
out in Europe largely beciuse
pllots there are protecied by
unioms, unlike other parts of
the world

Reuters reviswed nine un-
published letters from four
European unlons represent-
ing pilots and crews that ex-
pressed worries about air safe-
ty over West Aslan countries
The letters were sent to Wiz
Alr, Ryanadr, airBaltic, the Eu-
ropean Commission and the
EU Aviation Safely Agency be-
tween June and August

Hewers
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Dozen flights
cancelled due
to bad weather,
glitches

Venkadesan.Satimesofindia.com

Chennai: At least a dozen
flights — five inbound and se-
ven outbound flights — were
cancelled at Chennai Airport
on Wednesday due to “opera-
tional reasons and technical
glitches,”

A eleventh hour detection
of a fuel leak in an Air India
flight bound for Singapore re-
sulted in the flight getting dela-
ved for nearly seven hours. The
technical snag was detected du-
ring precautionary checks, An
Air India spokesperson said a
valve had to be replaced. The
flight departed at 6.15pm, when
its original departure time was
11.55am. The flight carried 145
people, including erew mem-
bers.

Besides, oneflight from Del-
hi to Chennai was diverted to
Bengaluru due to bad weather
inthecity

Flights to Kochi, Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Shivamogga,
Madurai, Bagdogra and Eolka-
ta were cancelled. An IndiGo
flight to Jaffna, Sri Lanka, was
cancelled due to bad weather in
Sri Lanka. The flight, which
was to return to Chennai from
Sri Lanka, was also cancelled.

An IndiGo flight from Del-
hi, which was scheduled to
land in Chennai around 10am,
wasdiverted to Bengaluru. The
flight finally reached Chennai
around 12.47pm,
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Ahead of peak
season, some
IndiGo flights
shifted to T1

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi International
Airport Ltd (DIAL) is shifting
some flights from its choked Ter-
minal 2 (T2) to T1, ahead of the
peak winter travel season that
kickstarts this weekend. Since
resuming operations partially,
T1 had been seeing 43 domestic
flights daily — 32 of IndiGo and
11 Spicedet. An additional 11
flights of IndiGo have been shif-
ted from T2 to T1, sources said.
Comments were sought from DI-
AL and IndiGo on how many
flights have been shifted and
awaited till going to press.

InaTweet, IndiGosaid: “...a
few of ourflights have been mo-
ved from Terminal 2 to Termi-
nall, Delhi. We have sent notifi-
cations regarding this change
to the customers' registered
contact details. Latest terminal
details can also be checked on
our website.”

T1 was closed following the
June incident. A small unaffec-
ted part of T1 was allowed to be
used from mid-Aug and the ter-
minal is operating at a fraction
of itscapacity. Govt had recently
asked DIAL to begin repair of
T1. The airport operator has got
arepairstrengthening plan pre-
pared from Larsen & Toubro
that has been run past II'T Delhi.

For airlines and passeng-
ers, this is the second winter of
discontent at the country’s bu-
siest airport. Last winter, there
was an issue with fog landings
asonly one runway had a CAT-
[1I instrument landing system.
This time, there is a terminal-
side capacity crunch since the
collapse in June.
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Air traffic in India a concern as nation
has 1,500 aircraft on order: IATA head

ManjuVatimesofindia.com

Geneva: Air traffic manage-
ment in India, which has abo-
ut 1,500 aircraft on order, isan
—— areq of con-

'- years, IATA dl
nzcmr peneral
Willie ‘Walsh
said on Tuesday While pas-
SENZers are aware of conges-
tion over airports with air
craft put in holding patterns,
Walsh highlighted the cong-
estion en route over the Indi-
anairspace.

“We're looking at conside-
rable growth, which needs to
be facilitated by airports and
air traffic conirol (ATC). Tt re-
quires focus by govt and regu-
lator,” Walsh said on the side-
lines of International Air
Transport Association (TA-
TA) Glohal Media Day.

Theen route congestion in
the coming decade is of parti-
cular concern, both for do
mestic and  international
flights operating inthe Indian

Walsh plays down possible economic
impact of single ownership of airports

peaking about possibility of high airport

charges in the future because of monopoly,
with airports like CSMIA and upcoming Navi
Mumbai airport being owned by the same firm,
Walsh said single ownership is not a concern.
“This is where you need regulation, and a
regulator capable of replicating a competitive
environment where there isn't competition, |
see positive developments in terms of emnomncregulatmns in

airports in India. It's more about how those airports are regulated
from economic paint of view,” he said. m

alrspace, he said.

He also spoke about man-
power requirements in the
context of huge aircraft or-
ders and said pilot shortage
isn't a coneern. “Those loo-
king at becoming a pilot sho-
uld look at India,” Walsh said.
He said increased demand for
pilots due to huge aircraft or-
der will have Indian pilots
working in foreign airlines re-
turn to their country Airlines
in African continent might
have to work at retaining the-
ir pilots to prevent them joi-
ning airlines in India and the

Middle East, he said.

On duopoly of IndiGo and
Air India group of airlines
that together hold about 90"
market share, Walsh said
with new airports coming up,
there is plenty of scope for
other carriers to grow India
should be “celebrating the
success” of its carriers, he sa-
id, adding that consumers in
India are benefitting signifi-
cantly from expansion of air-
lines like IndiGo. “It's goingto
be a very exciting market.”
(The journalist was in Gene-
vaon invitation firom IATA)
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