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Air India CCTO flags ‘very low’
utilisation at 120 airports

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 12 October

Two-thirds of India's 160 air-
ports have “very low” utilisa-
tion, with only 40 operating at
70-80 per cent of capacity,
Nipun Aggarwal, Air India’s
chief commercial and trans-
formation officer (CCTO), said
on Monday. He credited the
problem toinadequate regional
connectivity and suggested
that airlines could deploy
regional jets and smaller air-
craft to connect Tier-II cities as
their networks expand.

Speaking at a panel dis-
cussion organised by GE Aero-
space India, Aggarwal said the
country had donewell in build-
ing airports but needed to
ensure that the infrastructure
was put to better use. Improv-
ing air connectivity beyond
major metropolitan centres, he
said, would be necessary to
attract more passengers to
theseairports.

“The remaining 120 air-
ports, outside the big metros
and big cities, have very, very
low utilisation,” the CCTO said.

Aggarwal said the next
phase of expansion would
require airlines to look beyond
their existing networks, par-
ticularly towardssmallercities.
AirIndia’s current network, he
observed, was largely focused
on major hubs, or airports
through which passengers
connect to other destinations.

—
ﬁ_ﬁ
Nipun Aggarwal, Air India’s

chiefcommercial and
transformation officer

“We've done a great job in
building airports, but now we
need toensurethattheairports
are utilised,” he said, adding
that regional jets could event-
ually play a role in expanding
airlines’ presencein Tier-Iland
Tier-IlI cities. Regional jets are
smaller passenger aircraft than
conventional  narrowbody
planes, making them suitable
for routes where demand may
notsupport larger aircraft.

Aggarwal also said India’s
aviation market could grow
much faster if flying became
more affordable. “Unfortu-
nately, we treat aviation as a
luxury, and it is so heavily
taxed. If wecan bringdownthe
cost of flying per hour linearly,
make air travel more afford-
able, there will be disruptive
growth,” he said.

He did not identify specific
taxesthatshould bereducedor
suggest how much airfares

needed to fall.

“Whatever growth we (the
industry) are projecting, it is
basically based on steady-
state, nominal 8-10 per cent
growth rate. But there is an
opportunity to disrupt this
industry, have significant
growth,” Aggarwal said.

To illustrate the scale of
potential demand, he com-
pared the number of people
travelling by train with those
flying each day. According to
his figures, around 10 million
people travel by train daily,
compared with only 400,000-
500,000 air passengers. Aggar-
wal argued that a large pool of
travellers could potentially
consider flying if air travel
became more affordable.

On international oper-
ations, Aggarwal said Indian
carriers also had considerable
room to expand in the
long-haul market, which gen-
erally involves longer-dis-
tance flights operated using
widebody aircraft.

“We have about 60 wide-
body planes, but we are the
only operator of widebody
planes from India. That market
is 25-30 million passengers
annually, which is maybe not
even 20 per cent of the overall
passengersthatarethereinthe
Indian aviation market. But in
termsof revenue contribution,
the long-haul market is more
than 50 per cent of the revenue
base,” he said.
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A|rport—-a|rl|ne plan to hurt aviation: Ind-Ra

CHENNAT O'CT 1

The government's propos-
al to allow airport opera-
tors to own airlines could
create conflicts of interest
and a new duopoly rather
than improve competition

operators also own air-

between airport and air-

line business may not nec-
essarilv improve competi-
tion and could create a
new duopoly without ade-
quate safeguards, he cau-
tioned. IndiGo and Air
India account for about 90
per cent of India’s domes-
tic aviation market.

in the aviation sector, lines, they could favour line operations, independ- The proposal would not
experts have warned. The their own carriers ent boards, separale address sector’s underly-
focus should instead be on  through preferential slots, reporting structures and ing problems, including
addressing high operating gate assignments and an independent agency to  expensive ATE, aircraft
eosts, heavy debt and per- charges, or by sharing allocate slots. Regulatory shortages, high taxes and
sistent losses. commercially sensitive oversight and clear equal- dollar-denominated pro-

Airlines depend on air-
ports for slot allocations,

data, said Samant Kumar
Jha, assoclate director at

access rules would also be
Necessary.

curement and mainte-

nance costs.

boarding gates, parking, India Ratings and Allowing major airport Jha said airlines should
ground handling and Research. Jha called for operators such as Adani look at profitability over
cargo services. If airport structural separation and GMR to enter the air- aggressive expansion.
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IndiGo plans more winter
flights from Navi Mumbai

AKBAR MERCHANT
HMumbai, October 12

INDIGO |5 PREPARING a sec
ond round of changes in the
winiter flight schedule at Navi
Mumbal [nternational Alrport
{NMIAL The |'}L.1r|.|_-:|:-':-_ |:II:'I:I!.?:
loaded into the system (n
|1I'|.1.'.|.--._nrr:-rgwt'rrlitmnrludr
new routes, higher frequencies
on exdsting services and addi-
tional transfers from Mumbad’s
Chhatrapatl Shivaji Mahara|
International Airport [CSMILA)
Thie Latest reshu e fol lnws
an earbier round of schedole
adjustments that imvolvedsig
mificant cuts to the airhne's
operations at ¥MIA. The win
ter schedule runs from Octo
ber 25w March 27, 2027,
Sources told FE that IndiGo
will introduce services to
Ranchi, Udal pur and a fewother

FLYING HIGH

mindiGo is iz likaty to operate around 50 daily flights under

than about 40 at present

cities while |n.rrnﬁ1|n|_g!rn]|.|m
ches on exdeting routes such as
Eplkataand Lucknmywith ser
vices potentallyrising to twice
dagy, Frequencies 1o Hyder-
abad, Vadodara and Kaipur ame

also expected to Increase on

its winter schedule from HMIA — higher

m IndiGa is likely ta shilt marne
capacity from Mumbai to NMIA
on reuled such as Chennai, Kochi,
Magpur, Chandigarh and Rajkot

-

N Sources say
Il §G weilll
introduce
services to
Ranchi, Udaipur
and o few other
cities from HMIA

st |1.=§.r-1.'|'hr' airlmeisalsoset
tostrengthen repgional connec-
tivity through ATR turboprop
aircraft, with additional services
to Dieand Belagasd,

Separately, IndiCo s likely to

il o capacity from Mum-

baitaNMIAcA outes e huding
Chenmal, Kochi, Mappur
Chandigarh and Rajkot. The
number of additional flights
will vary by day of the weele At
the end of the winter schedule
update, IndiGo isexpectad to
opemtearmmd 50 daily flights
from NMIA marginaliyhigho
than the curment bevel of abouot
40, according to sources, The
changes broadly balance the
siots required for services
bebrg moved hack 1o CSMIA
Further adjustments are
expectad in the coming days

An emat send tothe airfme
foracomment did not dicitany
rr-':rnt'.u-‘.:lllj-!n".}:mr'

Meamwhile Indi Go lsreduc-
Ing itz servicesto China 5'[1E'h“
from Kolkata to Guangzhou
and Shanglual ans r:|.|:|.=|.1|:-|JI:|||.l|.-
cut from seven to four por week
oneadh mute,
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Woman arrested at IGIA with
16kg of ‘hydroponic’ cannabis

NEW DELHI: An Indian woman
arriving from Bangkok was
arrested at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport after cus-
toms officials allegedly recov-
ered 16kg of "hydroponic’ canna-
bis worth around ¥5.62 crore
from her baggage, officials said
on Monday.

During the examination of her

trolley bag, officials recovered
six polythene pouches contain-
ing suspected ‘hydroponic’
(water-grown) cannabis weigh-
ing 16,041 grams (net), the state-
ment said. The suspected contra-
band was seized under provi-
sions of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act. HTC
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Int'l transfer boarding pass rules
amended after IGI alrport lapse

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The government has
stepped in to distinguish proce-
dures for passengers travelling on
interline and codeshare flights
following an immigration lapse at
Delhi airport last September
month, when three passengers
travelled to [taly without clearing
immigration checks.

The incident came close on the
heels of the government putting
in place a hub-and-spoke model
at the Varanasi, Amritsar and
Ahmedabad airports, where pas-
sengers can clear immigration
checks at the origin airport for
international travel.

“Under the revised procedure,
the second boarding pass for
interline and codeshare passen-
gers will be issued at connecting
airports after immigration,
instead of being issued at the orig-
inating airport.” one of the offi-
cials aware of the development
said. “Both passes will be marked
as T instead of ‘D’ even for the

Authorities are coordinating
changes to boarding-pass
issuance and passenger

verification. SHUTTERSTOCK
domestic leg of a flight for an
international passenger,” added
the official.

Airlines and airport authori-
ties, in line with government
directions, are coordinating
changes to boarding-pass issu-
ance and passenger verification,
according to officials aware of the
development.

The civil aviation ministry did
not respond to requests for com-
ment on the matter.

The baggage of passengers on
such journeys will continue to be
checked in and tagged at the origi-
nating airport for the entire trip,

the official said. An interline flight
is one where separate legs of jour-
neys on a single ticket involve dif-
ferent airlines. A codeshare
arrangement is a revenue-sharing
system, where two or more air-
lines share the same flight - an
operating airline flies the physical
aircraft and the partner airline
sells seats on it.

Under Air India’s hub-and-
spoke model, passengers can com-
plete immigration at the originat-
ing airport before boarding an
international flight at a hub. For
Air India’s hub-and-spoke connec-
tions, both boarding passes will
continue to be issued at the point
of origin, another official said.

A third official said that the
Delhi airport has provided addi-
tional counters to facilitate the
revised process, while airlines
have deployed additional staff to
strengthen checks at boarding
points and transfer areas. “The
changes were worked out follow-
ing consultations involving the
government and the airline,”
another official said.
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Indian among 13 killed
in Saudi airport attac

Riyadh extends airport closure amid Houthi threats; Trump
weighs joining Saudi strikes; Dammam airport also struck

#DUBAI

At least 13 people, including an
Indian, were killed and more than
300 injured in a missile attack on
Rivadh’s King Khalid International
Airport, with 10 other Indians among
the wounded.

The the Indian Embassy on
Sunday said it was in touch with
Saudi authorities and hospital offi- 2
cials to enquire about the injured Paopla waitoutslde King Khalid Inter'nattonal Alrport afteritwas shut

Indians’ well-being.
R L Ry a Three rescued Indians depart Romania for India

repeated attacks on the airport, call-

ing strikes on civilians and civilian #LONDON

infrastructure “completely unaccepta- Three Indian nationals rescued from the Turkish-owned cargo vessel

ble”. MV Royad Mammadov, which was attacked in the Black Sea on Monday,
The dead included four Saudi citi- have departed for India, the Embassy of India in Bucharest has said.

zens, two Bangladeshis, and nationals “Three Indian nationals, Shri Sahil Sandhu, Shri Ashwini Kumar and Shri

of Palestine, the US, Egypt, Jordan, Harman Singh, departed for India today (Saturday), the mission said

Syria and Sudan. on Saturday. PTI

Saudi Arabia extended the airport’s
closure until at least 9 pm S5unday as  Saturday marked a major escalation Dammam has been attacked, with few
Yemen's Iran-backed Houthi rebels  in the conflict. details.
threatened further attacks on airports Saudi authorities said Sunday that The city is on the Persian Gulf near
across the kingdom. The strike on  King Fahd International Airport in  Bahrain and Qatar. PTI/AP
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Malaysian Airlines
open to partnership
with India, says CEO

MUMBAIL Oct 11: Malay-
s1an flag carmer Malaysian Aar-
lines 1s open to any partnership
with India, where it sees strong
demand for corporate and VFR
traffic, as long as it 18 a “win-
win" for both the partners, its
chiefexecutive officer Nasarud-
din A Bakar has said.

The South-east Asian carri-
er, which flies to and from 10
destinations in India, also said
that it aspires to expand its net-
work here but ilateral traffic
rights restrict it from doing so.

It also saud that the Gulf war
has pushed the fuel cost to 55
per cent from 40 per cent in
the overall operating cost ear-
lier, forcing it to put in place
certain mitigating efforts, in-
cluding cutting capacity by 5
per cent and hiking airfares by
20 per cent, besides hedging
36 per cent of its fuel for 2026,
among other steps.

“Partnership 1s very impor-

tant. And we believe partner-
ship 1s one of the ways mov-
ing forward. ['m open to any
kind of partnership, but 1t has
to be a win-win situation for
both parties,” Malaysian Air-
lines Group president and
CEO Nasruddm A Bakar said.
He said that his airline has
a strategic codeshare part-
nership with IndiGo, which
has helped it operate to an
additional six destinations in
India, including Goa, adding,
Saying India 15 currently
“very strong” for Malaysia Air-
lines, he smd the carmer saw 13
per cent yvear-on-year growth
in the first half of this calendar
year. India passenger traffic ac-
counted for nearly 10 per cent
of the airlme’s total passenger
traffic of around 10.6 million m
the first half of 2026. “For In-
dia, we have carried about 1
million passengers, half a mul-
lion each way,” he said. — PTI
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GE Aerospace to ncarhr doublc India sourcing spend

launched “Powering Pro-
Clur Bureau

MNew Delhi

GE Aerospace plans to nearly
double its spending on
sourcing from India by 2030,
from around 5200 million in
2025,

This is as the company ex
pands its engagement with
the country’s aerospace
manufacturing ecosystem, a
senior company  executive
said.

Speaking at the company's
“India Taking Flight: Awvi
ation, Innovation, and the
Road to Viksit Bharatr 2047
event here, Vikram Rai,
Chief Executive Officer,
South Asia, GE Aerospace,
said the planned increase re-
flected confidence in India's
aviation ecosystem and man-
ufacturing capabilities.

RISING DEMAND

According to the company,
its in-country supply chain
includes 17 major domestic
partners, including small and
medium-sized enterprises,
alongside its Pune manufac-

WHAT LIES AHEAD. The company said more than 1,400 of its
commercial engines were currently in service in India, and over
3,200 are expected to be delivered over the next decade sewess

turing facility. Accordingly,
the increased spending will
support the development of
this ecosystem to meet nsmg
demand from the aviation
industry.

“Ir's in the components
machined in Pune, the in-
novation in Bengaluru, and
our trusted customers, who
are building the next genera-
tion of India's aerospace in-
dustry,” said Rai.

The sourcing expansion
comes against the backdrop
of rising passenger demand,
growing connectivity and

substantial expenditure on
aviation infrastructure,

Besides, Rai said more
than 1400 commercial en-
gines from GE Aerospace
and its joint ventures were
currently in service in India,
with over 3,200 engines gx-
pected to be delivered over
the next nine to 10 years. Ap-
proximately nine out of
every 10 aircraft delivered to
Indian airlines over the next
decade will be powered by
GE Aerospace or its joint
ventures, he said.

Az the event, the company

gress: GE Aerospace’s Eco-
nomic Impact in India”, a re-
port  compiled by EY
examining its contribution
across commercial aviation,
defence, manufacturing and
engineering.

THE OPPORTUNITY
According to the report, GE
Aerospace and its partner
engines are expected to
power most of the approxim-
ately 1,500 mnew aircraft
already on order with Indian
CArriers.

The report values the as-
sociated opportunity for In-
dia's maintenance, repair
and overhanl (MRO) in-
dustry at more than $5.5
billion,

Separately, Rai high-
lighted the contribution of
the company's Bengaluru
Technology Centre, estab-
lished in 2000. According to
the company, the centre has
secured more than 1,000 avi-
ation patents and contrib-
uted to the design, develop-
ment and certification of the
GESX ¢ngine,
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IndiGo eyes 9-10 A321
XLR aircraft by March

Prur- Trust of india
Hew Delk

IndiGio expects to have 9-10
A32] XLE planes in its fleet
by the end of March 2027 and
these alveraft will be de-
ploved on  medium-haul
routes, & senlor executive
said on Monday.

“The real plece is thar the
Imdia market is probably
maturing, which means
there is a bigper appetite for
a maore premiumised offer-
img... that is reflecred in Indi-
Go's feet network product
aswe move towards a preater
share of having more busi-

nﬁi class seats on the do-
mestic product (and) alse on
the short haul international
(rowtes)..,” the airline's
Chief Strategy Officer Aloke
Singh said.

IndiGo has a Heet of more
than 430 planes, including 4
A321 XLHEs.

“The market which is o
little bevond the one that we
are now looking at, which is
the maedium-hanl market...
and chat will be served ..
the {A321} XLRs, which are
really made for long-term
rowtes, We have four already
in the feer, We should get 1o
ahout nine or ten by the end

of the financial year,” he said.
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Air India Express betting on compact

aircraft to boost tier 3 connectivity

E—
Dur Bureau
How Delhi

Air India Express, promoted
by the Tata Group, sees an
ppportunity to expand con-
nectivity to ter 3 cities as it
grows, with smaller aircraft
needed 1o serve these mar-
kets, the airline’s Chairman
Nipun Aggarwal said.

Speaking at GE
Aerospace’s “India  Taking
Flight: Aviation, Innowation,
and the Road to Viksit Bharat
M7 event's panel discus-
sion held here, Aggarwal,
who is also Chief Commer
cial Officer of full service car-
rier Air India, said the net-
work is carrently pgeared
towards its major hubs at
Delhi, Mumbai and
Bengaluru.

However, expansion over
time could create opportun-
ities to serve smaller cities,
e said during the discussion
moderated by Vikram Rai,
Chief Executive  Officer,
South Asia, GE Aerospace.

&‘ 'I:. it ”“"-"N

“But as we grow and as we
expand in the future, we be-
lieve there is an opportuniry
in tier 3 cities as well,”" he
said. According to Aggarwal,

tapping this  opportunity
would require smaller air-
craft. His remarks indicated
a longer-term possibility,
without specifying an air-
craft type, acquisition pro-
gramme or timeline. Mot
ably, the opportunity, he
said, comes against the back-
drop of low urilisation at sev-
eral airports outside the
coumtry’s major cities, des-
pite the expansion of avi
ation infrastructure.
Aggrarwal estimated that,
of around 160 airports in the

country, only about 40 were
operating at capacity, while
the remaining 120 were not
reaching even 30-40 per cent
utilisation. Accordingly, he
said the next step should be
to  ensure  the airports
already built are better uril-
ised through stronger re-
gional connectivity, particu-
larly to tier 2 and tier 3 cities.

TAX BURDEN
Besides, Agparwal pointed to
the potential for aviation to
attract passengers from rail-
ways, where demand for tick-
ers remains high. He argued
that treating aviation as a
luxury and imposing a heavy
tax burden hampers the sec-
tor's  ability o expand.
Changes that make fying
more  accessible, he  said,
could enable growth beyond
the steady increases reflec-
ted in existing projections.
The discussion also high-
lighted the importance of
smaller cities in the domestic
aviation market.

IndiGo’s Chief Srrategy

Officer Aloke Singh said
routes conmecting metros
with tier 2 and tier 3 cities ac-
counted for almost two-
thirds of the domestic mar
ket and were growing faster
than metro-to-metro routes.

ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT
However, airling executives
cautioned that growth would
require more than additional
gircraft and airport infra-
structure. Reliable support
from aircraft and engine
manufacturers, along with
greater domestic repair cap-
ahilities, would be necessarv
to sustain expanding opera
tons.

Meanwhile, Akasa Air's
Chief of Govermance and
Strategic Acguisitions Priva
Mehra said fleet expansion
must be supported by reliah-
ility and efficiency. She em-
phasised that dependable
partnerships with original
equipment manufacturers
were essential for airlines to
deliver consistent service as
they scale up.
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ELSRAIENT DA% GUIETA
Mew Delhy, T Ocinber

Irn o s Kt dlomiraated by Ino i, mun
Iy Ineentibabae Aviatkon Led, and Alr
India Licl, i smadl pleanper b Quiietly
prabbied a 17 per cent share on the 66
dimestic roules it will operals nsan-
Ing this Mavember, based an avallable
seil per kilometres (ASK) dato.

That's nat gkl — betwoen Mumbal
une] Delbi. the rgest anc atill the Gst-
& rowhng route n the oy —this
nirlime hos now cooisedl o doable-digle
seat capachiy share of over iy percenc in
the third quarter al caberdar year 2025
261CY 26, a00arding toanakyes o
Cirintm, This puet it far ahead of Space el
with Jues 5 per cent and helped 1ot
the fimancially troubled carrer from
thind spor

Tobe suire, Mumbai-headoguirensd
Akaga Alr, partof SV Aviarion Py Lad
nnd funded by the Jhunjhonwmla
Frendly aond ot b livestors, i iy oo
pared with the twoaldines that domi-
mafe Ticliam akbes Tr has g lest efonly 43
airgraft, ikt wpeverthe four-and-a-
Lalf yenrd since (s lsunch. ndito lors
prverthe skies with o festwhich s ten
rhimees langier wihile Adr Tnclia group has
sin fimes Aloesa Adr's flect, And, opermt-
Litg b a lmired memiber of routes, Akasa

Alr's overmll domestle pessenyer
Atk shage L Auguar this vese,
nccording to the Lirectorate General al
Civil Aviation, was anly 35 pét ceol

‘The bég question B: In a duopohyavi-
tlon markes, whete IndiCiond Al [ndis
proup fermy 92 percent of domestic pas
Efyserd, can Akass Adr eenit a susadnable
business madel to stay on &8 the much
niispidesd thirel csirrie 7

Winrrying concentrst b

The aviation scenario has been womy
g the govermment. Civil Aviation Min-
{ster K kamumohan Maldu has poblichy
prizsfied for mone competition in the
sklos espoctally oftarthe crists Ln
Decemibser 2028 when huliGo's leet
was grounded due to acdppling shon-
nge of pilots.

Thi concentratlon of capaciny wns
neeeniunted by Spleedet continuing to
midfer Inrge-scaic cancellnrions and &
sharp reduction afies fleet leading toits
mmuarkes share pluneing evan furtlerio
e | per cend [ram 2 per cenl year-
an-vest.

Maicho hee sakd the Indian merkes is
growiing fast enough to secomimodar:
ut Jenst frve mnjor sidines with oo
prliznes esaely, The mlnistry 18 consides-
g a reuest by the Adsni group, which
s alrpors, o abso lsinch an sldine,
leveruging its inancial heft,

Aknsa Adl Dalliovos Inwill e o of
themajor plavers In the unme = it
oidered 226 Boalng 717 Mak alieralt

A churn in the skies

Akasa Air has pushed out SpiceJet to tack on to India’s aviation duopoly as a distant third

vl betare sianing operarkans aod
expocis o get 143 more dellvered by
Dvemler 3072,

The airiine has earmarked  straiegy
Lo bislled scals stesdily, Tocus on cus-
tomers, and keep costs down,

Analyss say the las) oljective isthe
most imporiant.

Wiriy Diubes, fovinderamnd CEO of
Alkasa Adr, galid: “With a floet of 43 we are
sl | bk gerting 1o 75 and then 1idi
wotld reke us 1o a sustainable profit.
The ingredient for financial succosis is
seibe. not market = which s abitofa
wanity nismbir,”

I the U5, for Instance, an aldinewith
1060 prlares mnighit accoumit for oo mone
thon 1.3 per oo af the 7,500 planes In
the skics, bt {1 i pood enowgh o be
profimable, hesabd In indks, be odded.
Thvine palreradt could ghve amaicdine
A e 10 e cenl share (of Bbo-goo
cummercial planes) — and Lhe resul will
s b profit.

Db, on indusry veteran, was chief
exarutive allkzer ol Jat Alrwaye lor
abowt twoveans until the airline
atupped operhfions o 2009, Later, e
was CEOwith Gio Adr (Iatermamed Go
Firsr), witich ceased uprrions ln 3e13.

Aknsa Alr declimad togive the details
ufirs fleer Induetion plans, sxcept tosay
that this inancial year it shauld have
Qe ruw alieral every montdi and hio
a0 “snon”. Analysts suld it should hoves
Te-direral et by the e of FY28 15 nat

Akasa Air's
flight path
&3: Current fleet

226 Plare orders il
Decamber 1032

30: tomistic dustinatians

T termational
dstrations

52%a: sharnaf its total

flights taking alf from -0

Mumba, Dathi and
Bengaluru combined

* Lipineyl & andd internaticrsl

Bucking the trend
Seat capacity of Indian carrlers in Oct 2026~
13,07

s a:
LEE
118

IndiGe  Airindiz Arinda | Ahasa | Spiejet
Express At

™ Saans [in milions)

0.33
=L

-ILE -3 ILE
-o-Y growth fin )

-3B8

Saiures ALy

entlier. That means indicting 23
plnnes very micn Fram now on 1o g2et
the full delivery v the stdpulnted date.

Avlatkon analyst Ameya Joshl anld:
“Alma has made inmads in Delhi and
Mimbal — the 1wo most Blot- oo
gested almports — meerthe last four
yenrs and occupled some prime slos
which will help them in the future for
traff ns well as o icreasing yields."

“Akasa Air looks welFpoised to e
e e o gdrting.”

Ambitsoushy, theaifine is eyeing 10
et cenl grovwid In capacoy In FYay —
which would be the highest forany of
e existing alrlion — arsd 3040 per
cemt annually in the nest fowr o fve
vers, In Detalsar, aecardlng ta Hight

dintn provider OAG, Al Adrs seal
copneley (global and domestlel went up
by asbstantiol 35.6 pser cont vear-on-
vear [¥-0-¥), while all cther Indian car-
riers ol their sead capaciy,

Operntionally, Akasy focuses on jis
thiree hubs — 52 per canl of it Dights
thke ol from Mumbak, Defhd or Bemgn-
lom, connecring to nonemmetros Fle:
Alunedabpd, Varanasi, Bagdopra and
Avadhya, Itis abso levermging the new
capacity svailable 5t two new aliparts
— MNawi Mumbai and Mowda

Dby skl “The capacity Increase in
E3elhd and Mumbal old airperts in the
last 13 yenrs has been apgadling - b e
last 15 years the CAGH lcompaunid
Ll graweh e s B i e

mld-sdngle digiral fraund 4-5 per senl
wihen |t shodd have been =18 per cent,
Thise cities have been starved of capac-
ftv and that is why weare excited by the
fiEw akrpsara.”

InSepiember Aknsa Adrwas e thind
Largesn operanar i Mav Mumbad and (e
largeest im Mol da by seat capactng, sooard
Ert oy Gt — e iwhee | of TrufiGa,

‘Thye abrtine, which starred ndema:
tinnal operations Froos March 2027 ls
deploved 25 per oonk of ks coment net
wurk capaciey' (basad oo ASKHD fonsgn
akies, mainly destinucons in West Asla.
Dhubee sadd s coiald go s bo J0-40 pet
cent ceer thres o four years

"With.a Fyling ronge ol 56 bowirs Dnabe
sald Akasa Alr planes can iy toSlogn-
pore. Indomesia, Mabasia, Calognba ond
Uzbeklsramn aswell 25 Hong Kong, Nal-
ol and Sevchelles

Bui thechallenge i= thag slois in
maary of thess: routes are afready inken
under the bilarermd deals berween coun-
tries — sadib fles loonly seven ini=rma-
tional ciries.

Alksa Alr's slecpest challenge coulid
Lver i Keepr ot doswn - the blg pliss ol
InddiCir, Akzsa Air hees seen ms net loss
et Frops T3 cree 1 FYasmw
Famin crore in FY 26 which aceommts fara
sulrstantal 44 per cent of 08 revene. By
comirast, at Indifee — which has faced
siemdlar problemsof fofagn exchang:
flucreations, deprecintion of the mipes,
and distiptban af flits s West Asia —

met boss in FY 26 was only 167 per cent al
I8 revenle,

Kanjay Kumar, A fmmer serior exec
A of IndiGo aiad Adr Asga, sxid "TncdiGo
miade profirs within thres yearsof its
Renrechywith amonamd 24 planes. Aaad i
fuced much moenecompetition unlike
o when there are only four players
Evary alrbir bas faomd fomelm exchangs
challenes. deprecntion of The e as
wrll &= highs tued prices and fight cancel
lations diee lo the lran-LUS war.

“The challenge ks that whike ome has
i conteed on Usem , aldines have can-
trol on all other operarional coses -
faster turmmraund af te planes {the
number ol hoars that they £y elpe n
coss. 1N voudon® increase eMiciency
vou e o prablem.”

Rating ngency lcrain tia kdesi report
1t Seprember has continued to pur SNy
Avintion Pt Lid under "rtimg watch
with negarive lnglicativns” - retlecring
the impact of the West Asiacrisisan the
wainphiy sapeialng perdormiance, prod-
ttabilicy amd licpaidity posstion,

Tt Inss-zlsn Flagged the fact that s
Tosses nre primarily being met by liquid
Iy s fron the sale s leaseback 5t
the time of deltvery of aircrmlt. Afrlines
wwltich orcles Inege tusriberns of planes gor
amibsmantlal discoumr an the aiemaft
aricker prico And ance dellversd dheal-

lime sells the plane wa buyerand
lenmsedin by Tkt i Dok an lease foe
long-term use,

This preactice has made Akasa Alr
highly dependent on the timely delbery
al aircradt froem Boeing for s iquidicy —
v as concems mount ghobally abaui
the landing salesy of Toeing planes,
which many analyses fear coulid Empact
e daliveries.

Bur Aknsa Air's Dube assented that i
platties ame sde, anad thut the govermument
Is amary of the devebopment, which will
tol impect the induction of new planes
ar Akasa Alr's operatlons,

Diighe ko] 8 b “caialinnl sl6™ for nle-
lioves o b mneler-capltallsed. which s
it Adeasa Abr will alwarys be “well recaj-
Irallsed” by ks shareholders and loves-
1o, In Fy 26 the company mised §115
miion from et imwesooe Including
the Thunibowwala BEvmidy ond new plavers
Nk Prremd Erwesst, A 18 15 secking 1o
matse anather &0 million throsgh egquiny
and debn, sccording o Bloambery,

Ak Adrrunsan efficient ship, with
& passanger lond Eacior os high as &8-90
percent —aneal thebest in theindustry
— I thae et thuee financial years,
despite the Wess Axin crisis, Dabe said
thar baserd an the company's sliemf
ordars, issim iseventually fo beoome
ath al - s netwark.

Hiwever, at the end uf the day,
whwether It con realise ies soaring ambi-
rianswill depand onwhesherit can keep
the coere down.
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Power bank
fire diverts
IndiGo flight

SANDEEP
ERUKALA | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 11

An IndiGo flight from
Delhl to Chennal was
diverted to Rajilv Gandhi
International  Alrport
(RGIA) in Hyderabad on
Sunday after fire was
detected mid-air origi
nating from & passen
ger's power bank, a per-
sonal electronic deviee,
Kept in the overhead
compartment.

Flight 6E 6115 landed
safely in Hyderabad after
the cabin crew respond-
ed and brought the situa-
tlon under control. All
180 passengers and seven
crew members weare
reparted safe.

z Pawer bank rules
nored despite norms

A screengrab showing
flames inside the aircraft
cabin during the incident.
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Chennai-bound
flight diverted
after ‘smoke’
onboard

HYDERABAD, PTI: A Chen-
nai-bound IndiGo flight
fraom Delhi was diverted
here on Sunday after smoke
was detected from a cus-
tomer’s personal electronic
device kept in the overhead
bin, and the plane landed
safely, the carrier sad.

There were about 180
passengers and seven crew
members onboard, sources
said.

“IndiGo Might 6E G115,
operating from Delhi o
Chennai on October 11,
2026, was diverted to Hy-
derabad after smoke was
detected from a customer's
personal electronic device,
The cabin crew responded
promptly and the situation
was broughtunder comtrol,”
IndiCo said in a statement.

“In line with established
protocols, the pilots
the Might and landed safely
at Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, Hyderabad,”
itadded.

An alternative aircraft
wasarranged for the passen-
gerstocontinue the journey
toChennai, itadded.

Asked about reports of
fire, an IndiGospokesperson
insisted that it was smoke
and that it was detected
from a customer’s personal
electronic device,
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IndiGo Might diverted
following *smoke’
onboard, lands safely

A Chennai-bound IndiGao Flight from Delhi
was diverted to Hyderabad on Sunday
after smoke was detected from a custorm
er's personal electronic device kept in
the owerhead bin, and the plane landed
salely. There were about 1B0 passengers
and seven crew members onboard. An
alternative aircraft was arranged for the
passengers 1o continue the journey to
Chennai, the carrier said.
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GE Aerospace Aims to
Double India Sourcing
to $400m in Four Years

OurBureau

New Delhi: The United States-based
GE Aerospace planstodoubleits supply
chainspending inIndiato $400milliona
year by 2030 as it expands the range and
volume of components sourced from
the country.

The company is stepping up procure-
ment from existing Indian suppliers
while bringing additional components
into its sourcing network, according to
areportreleased on Monday:.

GE Aerospace South Asia CEO Vik-
ram Rai said the planned increase re-
flected the company’s long-term com-
mitment to India’s expanding aviation
ecosystem.

Titled Powering Progress: GE Ae-
rospace’s Economic Impact in India,
the report was prepared with assi-
stance from consultancy EY India.

GE AerospacehasoperatedinIndia
for more than four decades, with bu-
sinesses spanning civil aviation and
defence. Itsoperationsincludeanae-
ro engine component manufactu-
ring facility in Pune and a technolo-
gy centre in Bengaluru.

The company works with 17 global
suppliers in India, including Tata Gro-
up, Mahindra, Hindustan Aeronautics
(HAL) and Godrej, alongside more than
2,0001ocal suppliers.

More than 1,400 of its commercial eng-
ines and over 200 defence engines are

currently operating in India. The Pune
facility manufactures aero engine com-
ponents and supplies parts for engines
used across the company’s global opera-
tions. GE Aerospace has invested about
$255million in thefacility so far.

India’s expanding aircraft fleet is ex-
pected to create additional demand for
engines and related
services. Indian airli-

nes have placed orders
formorethan1,700 air-
craft scheduled for de-
livery over thenextde-
Planned cade, most of which
increasereflects are expected to be po-
thecompanies’ wered by engines
long-term from GE Aerospace
commitment 5 its partners, the
toIndia, reportsaid.
saysexecutive  Ac of 2026, Indian
carriers had more

than 3,000 GE Aerospace and partner
engines on order, it added.

In July 2026, IndiGo announced a me-
morandum of understanding with
CFM International for more than 1,000
LEAP-1A engines to power 510 Airbus
A320neo family aircraft. The agree-
ment also includes support for the es-
tablishment of the airline’s proposed
engine maintenance, repair and over-
haul (MRO)facility.

GE Aerospace’s Bengaluru Technolo-
gy Centre, established in 2000, develops
engineering and digital solutions for
the company’s global operations.



¢&ﬂ?PLﬁxFELAL!IHCDRlT?(JFiNLHﬁi

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBA T 12 OCTCOBER 2026

Smoke alert
as power bank
triggers fire,
flight diverted

Agencies

HYDERABAD

ADelhi-Chennal IndiGo Might
was diverted to Rajiv Gandhi
Interpational  Airport  in
Shamshabad, Hyderabad, on
Sunday after o passenger’s
power bank caught fire.

According w official re-
ports and airline statements,
the device began emitting
smoke inside the cabin,
prompting an immediate re-
sponse from the crew, The pi-
lots subsequently diverted the
gircraft to Hyderabad as a
safiery precaution.

IndiGo expressed regret
over the disruption, reiterat-
ing that the safety of its pas-
sengers and crew remained its
top priority

An alternative aircraft was
arranged to fly the affected
passengers to Chennai

“We regret the inconven-
ience caused o our customers
due to this unforeseen situ-
ation and are making all of-
forts to minimise it, inchuding
offering refreshments and
sharing timely updates. At In-
diGo, the safety of our cus-
tomers and crew remains our
top priority,” an airline spo-
kesperson said in a statement.
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Man smokes
inside flight

Mumbai: The Sahar police
have booked a 22-year-old
passenger, Mohammad
Uyvesh Nur Mohammad
Aibani, for allegedly smok-
ing a chilam inside the lava-
tory of a SpiceJet Dubai-
Mumbai flight on October .
Aibani, seated at IBD an
flight SG-5023, allegedly
smoked despite warnings,
Cabin erew member Niraj
Darshan Rawar noticed
smoke and tobacco residue
in the rear lavatory,
Questioned by Rawat and
senor crew member Najo
Latif  Shaikh,  Aibani
admitted smoking and sur-
rendered a chilam and
lighter. The pilot alerted
authorities, and Aibani was
handed over to the police
upon landing in Mumbai.
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Malaysian
Airlines open
to partnership
with India: CEO
PTI1

MLURBAL
—_—

Malaysian flag carrier
Malaysian Airlines is open
tw any partnership with
India, where it sees strong
demand for corporate and
visiting family, friends and
relatives traffic, as long asit
is a win-win for both the
partners, Nasaruddin A
Bakar has said. The South-
east Asian carrier, which
fliesto and from 10 destina-
tions inIndia, also said that
it aspires o expand its net-
work here but bilateral
traffic rights restrict it
from doing so.

It also said that the Gulf
war has pushed the fuel
cost to 55% from 40% in the
overall operating cost ear-
lier, forcing it to put in
place cemain mitigating
efforts including cutting
capacity by 5% and hiking
airfares by 20% besides
hedging 36% of its fuel for
2026, among other steps.
“Partnershipisveryimpor-
tant. And we believe part-
nership is one of the ways
moving forward. I'm open
o any kind of partnership
but it has to be a win-win
situation for both parties,”
said Malaysian Alrlines
Group President and CED
Nasruddin A Bakar,
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22-yr-old booked for smoking
in Dubai-Mum flight lavatory

Megha Sood

megha sood@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A 22-year-old man
was booked by the Sahar police
for allegedly smoking a tobac-
co-filled chillam inside the lav-
atory of a SpicelJet flight from
Dubai to Mumbai on October 9.
The cabin crew detected smoke
after he returned to his seat
and alerted the pilot, who
directed that the passenger be
handed over to the police after
landing.

The passenger, identified as
Mohammad Uvesh Nur
Mohammad Aibani, a resident
of Porbandar, Gujarat, was
booked under provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
for allegedly endangering the
lives of passengers on board.

According to the complaint
filed by Spicelet cabin crew
member Niraj Darshan Rawat,
29, the flight was scheduled to

WHEN ASKED TO
HAND OVER THE
SMOKING
MATERIALS, THE
PASSENGER
PROVIDED A
TOBACCO-FILLED
CHILLAM AND A
LIGHTER

operate from Dubai to Mumbai
on October 9.

Before departure, senior
cabin crew member Najo Latif
Shaikh had announced in Hindi
and English that smoking was
strictly prohibited on board.
‘No Smoking’ signs were also
displayed at visible locations
inside the aircraft, the com-
plaint stated.

At around 6.15pm, the pas-
senger went to the lavatory at
the rear of the aircraft.

He returned to his seat
shortly afterwards, but the
crew soon noticed a strong
smell of smoke coming from
the toilet.

Rawat inspected the lavatory
and found tobacco residue
along with the smell of smoke.
He and Shaikh then questioned
the passenger, who allegedly
admitted to smoking inside the
lavatory.

When asked to hand over the
smoking materials, the passen-
ger gave the crew a chillam and
a lighter. The pipe was found to
contain tobacco, according to
the complaint.

The crew informed the pilot
about the incident. Following
the pilot's instructions, the pas-
senger was taken to the Sahar
police station after the flight
landed in Mumbai, where he
was booked under relevant
provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita.
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IndiGo scare:
When do power
banks catch fire?

Ishika Gupta
Mumbal, October 12

ACHENNAL-BOUND IndiGo flight was forced tomake an
emergency landing at Hyderabad alrport on Sunday aftera
passenger'spower bank caught fire mid-ale The cabin
filled withsmoke before the crew extinguished the fire.

Asimilarincident occurred in May onan IndiGo flight.
The incidents have raised concerns over the safery and po-
tential risks posed by power banks during flights.

Why did the power banks catch fire?

Powerbanks typically contaln multiple lithivm cobalt
oxide (LCO) or lithium-lon battery cells, many of which
may below-quality, poorly manufactured, or even
recycled. Experts say these batteries are highly energy-
dense and vulnerable to overheating and combustion
under certaln conditions. When substituted with low-
quality counterfeit cells, power banks exhibitmanufactur-
ing defects, which might be the most probable cause of the
Incident Sunday, said Sagar Mitra, professor at 11T Bombay.

There are otherreasons, too. "Alrcrafi typically experi-
enceaslight jolt during land ing, which may have cansed a
mechanical vibration in the power bank. Combined witha
fully charged LCO battery, this could have triggered an in-
ternal short circuit, eventually leading tothe fire,” Mitra
said about the May incident.

Internal leakages between a battery’s positive and
negative terminals and manufacturing defectscanalso
trigper suchincidents, Certaln user habits can exacerbats
the risk. "Many people unknowingly overexpose their
power bank to higher temperatures or overcharge thelr

power banks or continus
using damaged devices,
« GLOBALINCIDENTS whichcanmakethemun-

safe " sald Vivek Panchal,
® Ini June 2024, a passenger’s l\ﬂsa;baner;e .

power bank exploded aboard an
Al Arabiafight from AbuDhabi " eret et NER O

to Kozhikode, triggering panic bank’s state-of-charge

AmanaEAS engnrE. shouldbe kept af 80%.

® Afirelinked toa partable Charging it to maximem

power bank in March 2025 capacity should be avolded

sevarely damaped a Sauth toreduce stresson the bat-

Korean airceaft before take-off.  terycells and extend their
storage life.

What do the riles say?

Most airlines in India prohibit passengers from carrying
power banks In check-in bageage Such devices, however,
aregenerally permitted in cabin baggage under prescribed
limits. "Keeping them in the cabln ensures that crew
memberscanimmediately detect and contain any poten-
tial fire,” sald aviation expert Jai Rao. Incontrast, ifa bat-
tery fire were to occur kn the cargo hold, itwould be signifi-
cantly more difficult to access, he added.

After several such incldents globally, the Directorats
General of Civil Aviation in Movember 2025 issued anad-
visory prohibiting passengers fromusing orcharging
power banks during fights. It also barred passengers from
storing power banks in overhead bins, citing concerns over
adelay In emergency respanse during afire,

What should passengers keep In mind?

Apart from combustion risks, overheating isa major
Issue associated with power banks. Most modern power
banks are equipped withan inbuflt cut-off feature, which
protects against overcharging, excessive discharge, and
overheating while monitoring bartery health.

Consumers should prioritise battery life cycle, cell
quality, and warranty during purchase. Visible swelling,
leakare, nnusual odours, of excessive heatingare alsn
wamingsigns.
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Power bank catches fire on
Delhi-Chennai IndiGo flight

Flight diverted to Hyderabad, passengers safe

HYDERABAD

An IndiGo flight from
Delhi to Chennai was
diverted to Hyderabad
on Sunday after a
power bank reportedly
caught fire onboard.
The crew reportedly
used a fire extinguisher
to contain the fire, fol-
lowing which the flight

was diverted to Hyderabad.
flight landed safely at Hyderabad's

Video grab of incident

The

Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport.
All passengers and crew
members are safe. The
cabin crew responded
promptly and the situ-
ation was brought
under control. In line
with established proto-
cols, the pilots diverted
the flight and landed

safely at Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport, Hyderabad, it said

IANS
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