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Green clearances
for airports set to
be made easier

Jayashree Nandi

St i S F T LD L D

MNEW DELHI; The Union envimon
ment minstry has decided 1o
downgrade the environmental
nssessments necded for all
expansicn/modermisation ectivi-
ties of aimports.

In an offlce memorandum
il Seplernber 30 uploaded on
emvironment ministry's Parbash
wibsiie this week. the envirom-
mentnsnsiny haes sl that ithas
receiverd a pepresenintion fom e
Adrports Authority of Indis seck-
g mtiemalisgion of EC fenvimn
memial chearance) roguirements
Tiar esepeinsiion. activities comBned
weithin the existing boandaries of
alrports, It has been submined
that under the Nagship UDAN
[Ude Desh kn Aam Nagrik)
scheme, alr travel s lseing
expanded o improve accessibiling
nrel affondability, and the Krishi
UDAN scheme has (ncflitied
et of sgricuturl produce
fram remobe areas o markets.

These initiatives honve led bo sg-
nificant grovth in passenger mal
Tl ] cargo movenen L neoessl-
tating capacity enhanoement at
becwth major and regional i rpars.
Irbas further been informed that
stich expansion work — oovering
terminal bubldings, allied fcllites
fincluding Adr Trallic Comtrol tow-
s, fire stotions, cargo terminals)
aswellas ewension or constrss-
o ool rumvwans, dndvans, aproas,
and ather operational infrasmae
e — i underinken entiredy
within the already acguined land
of exdsting alrpors and docs mot
Trniahve aaty adclithonal Bend aogus-
sition, These wor ks are primarily
operntionad in namre, atmed ar
improving  passenger canve-
nience. safety, and efficency in

view' ol rising demand, the memie
randum smies,

The rijresentationm wWas caim-
ined by the sectoral Expert
Appeaisal Cammimmee (EAC) The
commities abserved that such
cxpansion sctivities are unlilely
I result in incremendal eoviron-
mental impact beyond the cxis-
Img operasonal footprint of the
nirpart. “Abmports afe already
sutject tpcomprehensive reguala-
tory oversight under Civil Avia-
lion Reguiremnents, DGCA guide-
lineess, andl statutory provisions of
e Water (Prevention and Con-
trol ol Pallugion] Acl, B174 and the
Adr (Preventbon end Corirod of
Pollingon} Act, 1981, it sald

The recommendations of the
secineal EAL were placed bofore
the Expert Advisary Commiltee,
which was of the view that expon-
sion and developmint sctivities
wilkiin the existing airport bourd-
aries, and not invalving amy add|-
ticwal B, gy b calisporined s
B2 projects. “The ELA notEfication,
2006 providees thai for categorisa-
tin ol projects no Bl or B2, gl
ministry shall lssue guidelines
[roem tienee o tmee, Accordingly.. it
i hereby directed fhot all exmn-
siom/modernisation activities af
abrports shall e apfiraisad ns -
pary B2 |'.|1'ujn:11 prowitded there is
o Increase in kand area” the
mernormndum stalis

HT has previously reporsed
thear the.ciwd ronment ménisery has
exempied cortain sectors Irom
mandatary ECs. Forexample, the
ministry b proposed teexemg
fram abitnicving prior emiroeTmen-
tnl cdearance seand-obone cemert
rinding uinits whicls o nol haie
cuptive power plants and trans-
ot ravw materials and Bndshed
prelocts either thirogg b Ehe mdl-
veays or eleciric vehicles
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ATC officers’ shortage raises
worries over aviation safety

ELALITHA hew e

THERE is a gaping shortapeof
personnel in the Alr Traflle
Comtral ( ATC) cenires across
the country, posing a major risk
to aafety of Mvers. With the re
cent opening of the Nayvi Mum

bal ntermational Alrport and
the Jewar Internatlonal Alr

port in Noida set for launch
shortly, the problem iy only set
o gt comm pow nced

According to sources, the
Alrports Authority of Indls
(AAD &8 pesponsible for these
nerve centres of flight opera-
tons at alrports An AAlsoures
told this newspaper; “The sane
toned strength of ATC afficers
I8 5,837 and the vacancles we
hee o date are 161 s ol o
With new airports opening up
and aldines introducing mom
Mights with mach passing day
we need at least 8,000 officers
This gaping shortage s a serl
ous risk o the safety of flyers
as well as the health of the
affleers™.

The ATC works 24x7. [twas
only in 2% that Flight Duiy
Time Limitation similar to
those enforesd for pilots was
introduced for the personnel
hare, Prior to that, they wers

working long hours, the
suree sakd.

SApart from the shortape of
siafl there are mly three train-
Ingoentoes |n the country
for AT CA. We del il tely r.
need a hi-tech, world
diss truining nst itute
or new recruits,” he
ailded

Another source sald = =

the ATC consists ol two

wings equally important - the
Alr Novigation Services and
the Communication Naviga-
tions Services. " Their job is air
traffic co-ardination, They op
erate in tandem and control
Might operations. comumunica-
Hons navigat lons and sorvell

ket Fcilities,™ he explalned

With the qualification being
any Enginesring Degree or a
B.Tech degres oran M 5cPhys
1es Depgree (with Electronics),
only those with specific techni-
cal qualifleatlons enn make the
grade

"Despite the attractlon of a
government job, the work In
shifts and the much lesser pay
scale compared to pllots make
it unnttractive for job seekers,
* he explained “An ATCO han-
dles 15 to M adreralt simultane-
ously by ecoordinating with
them while a pilot is responsi-
bl for only one o reraft of any
glventime,” the sourese milded

While the starting salary for

i fresher 1s 360,000, 11 ks

i, T2.5 kb inthe casenl o

pilot who begins his ca-
reern he explained

Another souree sald,

" Recruitments are tak-

Ing place anniadly but 1t
18 jnst not enoegh to mest
the demand Whenever new
nirports open up, experienced
pilols are sent to manage the
ahow," he added.

The 1ssue was ralsed in Par
liament in the recent sessian
too. AAT i oot want to glve’
an ofMeinl comment on 1
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Noida airport enters final phase of trials for Dec opening

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

With a December opening in
sight, MNoida International
Alrport (NIA) has com-
menced advanced terminal
trials along with testing of
technical equipment as part
of its final preparations,

Accordingly, the Phase 1
of the infrastructure devel-
opment is on track to be
completed by the end of Oc-
tober, paving the way for the
airport o receive ifs aero-
drome licence and the even-
tual start of commercial
operations,

Speaking o businessiine,
Christoph Schnellmann,
Chief Executive Officer of
Noida International Airport,
said, “Moida Inmternational
Airport is on the home
stretch.”

“We have commenced ad-
vanced terminal trials and

WORLD-CLASS. The Phase 1 of infrastructure development is
on track and is expected to be completed by the end of October

testing of technical equip-
ment. With Phase 1 nearing
completion, we are on track
and eagerly looking forward
1o commencing commercial
operations this vear, bring-
ing a world-class aviation ex-
perience tothe region.”

CURRENT SCHEDULE

Recently, Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu also
told businessiine in an exclus-
ive interview that, as per the
current schedule, the air-
port’s construction phase

should conclude by the end
of this month. “After the
construction phase, regulat-
ory testing and trials will
tike place before licensing is
completed,” Naidu stated.

“Contingent on the pro-
ject meeting its  revised
timelines, we expect the air-
port to be operational by
year-end.” Meanwhile, signi-
ficant structural and rvech-
nical progress has already
been achieved.

The roofing work and in-
stallation of key techmical

svstems at the passenger ter-
minal building have been
completed. In  August,
Schnellmann had noted that
the Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI) was actively in-
stalling and commissioning
critical equipment in the air
traffic control tower.

AIRPORT SYSTEMS

At the same time, a compre-
hensive Operational Readi-
ness, Activation and Trans-
ition (ORAT) programme
was completed.

This initiative aimed to
ensure that all airport sys-
tems, processes and person-
nel are fully prepared for
day-one operations. This
critical phase involved trial
runs, simulations and famili-
arisation programmes for
airlines, ground handlers
and other essential
stakeholders,

Tests were conducted on
various systems, including

baggage handling, security
sereening, check-in counters
and boarding gates,

Additionally, the airport
has successfully completed
terminal trials — part of the
ORAT process — which
mark the final preparatory
stage before operations go
live, These trials focused on
evaluating passenger flows,
systems integration and co-
ordination among airport
service providers, In addi-
tion, the cargo terminal is
nearly complete, and its
ORAT  programme  has
started.

Commissioning of the fuel
farm and fuel hydrant sys-
tem is also in the final -;Lagrrs

The next major milestone
for the airport will be the is-
suance of the aerodrome li-
cence by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation,
which is necessary for the
commencement of flight
operations.
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Continuing silence on
NMIA name fuels storm

NMIA naming standoff

PAPs vow agitation post
Diwali; opposition alleges
RSS and Modi pushing
for alternative names

G Mohiuddin Jeddy
ettt hindustantimess com

NAVI MUMBAL: Prime Minkster
Narendra Modi's pointed silence
on naming the Navi Mumbai
International Alrport (NMLA)
after farmers’ leader D B Patil,
during its grand nauguration on
‘Wednesday, has ignited outrage
and a sense of betrayal among
Project Affected Persons (PAPs),
whise land had been acguired for
the project. Since the anticipated
announcement never came,
opposition leaders alleged other
names are being considered,
including that of Mod! himself

The glaring omission during
Modi's address at the inaugura-
thon came just five days after chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
assured local leaders and PAPs
that the airport would be named
after Patil. Fadnavis daimed Modl
Tnad given his “positive approval”
and the Centre would accept the
state’s recommendation. leading
i the suspension of 8 massive
protest planned for October 6,

On Wednesday, the local Agri-
Koli community and PAPs
atended the alrport’s inaugura-
tion, anticipating a formal
announcement. Instead, while the
PM praised D B Patil as a "son of
Maharashira” whose service o
farmers remains an inspiration,
he stopped short of confirming
the name. As the event concluded,
disillusioned groups of PAPs
erupied in protest, chanting “Alr-
portcha naav kunacha? DB Patl
sahebancha!” (Whose name for
the airport? D B Patil's!) before
leaving the venue.

PAPs let down

“Wee gave our land and homes for
the project. No flight will take off
it the name is given.” declared
Prem Patil, secretary of the Lok-
nete DB Patdl 27 Gaon Samitl
Chetan Daur, the samit's joint
secretary, said, "We had gone to
hear PM Modi just to hear him
confirm D B Patil's name. He only
mentioned his name but nothing

2019-2021: Uddhav
Thackeray-led Maha Vikas
Aghadi government first
propases naming NMIA
after D B Patil, following
massive PAP protests
against an earlier
suggestion to
name it after Bal

about the naming. Two CMs of
Maharashira, who had recom-
mended D B Patil's name, have
been insulted.”

Patil's family alsa felt deeply
disappaointed. “Both CM and PM
ook D B Patll’s name and spoke
ofhislegacy, but did not say any-
thing about naming the airport
after him. All the PAPs and their
leaders felt bad, and we oo feli
bad,” said Patil's son, Al

Leaders of the movement are
determined 1o escalate thelr pro-
fest. "We will hold a meeting with
the bhoomiputras after Diwali
and prepare for an agitation,”
warned Nilesh Pail, president of
the Agri-Koll Youth Foundation.
“Before the municipal corpora-
tion elections, we will raise this
Euesostrmlﬁl]r that the govern-
ment will be forced o name the
alrportafter D B Patil.”

Local leaders say they aren't
placing much faith in the CM's
assurance of the PAM's “positive
approval.” and dismissed the offi-

July 2022: Shinde-Fadnavis
government reaffirms decision,
passing a unanimous resolution

2022-1023: The resalution
s cleared by the state

legislature and forwarded to
the centre for final approval,

2024: Union civil

aviation minister

Murfidhar Mohal

assures PAPs that the
airport would be named after Patil,

cial line trotted out by the CM.
Fadnavis had claimed that the
centre was framing a pelicy on
naming airports, which had
delayed the formal announce-
ment. [t was only a matter of time
before the new airport bore D B
Patil's name, he promised.

Conjectures
But the PM's silence has provided
ground for political speculation,
with opposition leaders launch-
ing sharp attacks. NCP (SP) MLA
Rohit Pawar sugpesied there was
a plan to name the alrportafier a
prominent BSS leader o coincde
with the organisation’s cenfenary,
"Goa alrport’s name was declared
by the PM during lis inangura-
tion, why not here? To even con-
sider any other name s an insule
1o the sons of the soll,” he sald.
Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut claimed BIP is considering
naming the airport after Modi
himself “The world’s biggest
cricket stadium in Ahmedabad

October 3, 2025: (M
Fadnavis announces that PM

Madi had his *positive
apprmrmﬁ:?aﬂhniﬁm__

o

™

was renamed after Modi. Now
Gautam Adani wants the airport
o be named as Modi alrport’, or
else"Adani airport,” Raut alleged.
Congress leader Vijay Wadettiwar
voloed similar suspicions. Opposl-
tion leaders point out that the
propaosal to name the airport after
Patil was ratified by the state leg-
Islature and forwarded to the cen-
tre more than two years ago, It
shouldn't take this long, they
pointed out.

Asked o commenton the con-
troversy, deputy CM Ajit Pawar
‘was non-committal, “Let opera-
tions (at the alrport) begin frst.
The sentiments of the local people
will be respected. and whatever
appropriate action is required will
be tken.” he sabd.

Panvel BJF MLA Prashant
Thakur said, “Some people are
creating unnecessary confusion.
Only ong name has gone from
Maharashtra, and that is D B
Paiil’s. The PM has assured that
the staie's dectsion will be final.”

QCTOBER 2025
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The airport, which is also an Air Force
station, was inaugurated as a
commercial civil terminal in 2019

NEETIKA JHA
GHAZIABAD OCTOBER 12

THERE ARE no meticulously
mamtained, tree-lined avenues,
nor multiple checking points or
routes leading towards different
terminals.

Onbothsides of the road lead-
ing to the Hindon Airport in
Ghaziabad are agricultural fields.
Some have shallow pools full of
waterafter recent rains. The fields
double up as nesting ground for
white herons and pastures for
COWS,

The Hindon Airport, which
started verylimited domesticop-
erations in 2019, has started at-
tracting more passengers after
more airfines have started flights.
Itisthe second airport in the NCR
regionafter Delhi's IndiraGandhi
International Airport, and will
soon have company in the Noida
International Airport in Jewar,

Around 12 kilometres before
the main terminal at the modest
building, an emerald-green sign-
board simply reads, "Hindon
Airport.” Asharpleft turn leads to
the compact airport premises of
Hindon.

Itisashortdrive and manycan
beseen pulling along trolley suit-
cases afterexiting the airport and
walking to the Bhopura main
market.

“We are walking to the main
road totakean auto,” said Shivam
Verma, a 22-year-old man who
arrived from Bengaluru minutes
ago. '1stay inVasundhra, The flight
wascheaperthan the onelanding
at the Delhi airport. It also saves
me from the traffic and the jour-
ney between Delhi and

$The Indian EXPRESS

Ghaziabad,” Shivam said before
getting into the auto that he hailed
for Rs 175.

The Hindon Airport, which is
also an Air Foree station, was in-
augurated as a commercial civil
terminal on March 8, 2019, to
serveafew regional routes under
the Government's Regional
Connectivity Scheme (UDAAN)
and flew to Pithoragarh in
Uttarakhand. By July this year, the
numberof Mlights fromthe airport
grew Lo 16.

It was the entry of larger car-
riers like Air India Express that be-
gan operations from Hindon to
Bengaluru, Goa and Kolkata on
March 1 thisyearthat changed the
landscape. On July 20 this year,
Indigo launched flights from
Hindon to eight cities including
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Chennai,
Kolkata, Ahmedabad, Indore,
Patna, and Varanasi. Others like
Flybig operate to Bathinda and
Ludhiana while Star Air operates
flights to Adampur, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Bahalgavi, Ajmer,
Magpur, Nanded and Pune, indud-
ing several connecting flights to
Chennai to Hindon to
Bhubaneshwar, also from
Chennaivia Hindon to Kolkata,
Goa to Kolkata. With two board-
ing gates, the airport has two se-
curity chedk-ins and has one small
gatery outlet.

When The Indian Express vis-
ited inthe afternoon, passengers
waited to board flights to
Bengaluru, Goa and Kolkata. For
many,it was their first time at the
airport.

Afew passengersstoodat the
entry gate getting their tickets
checked by security officials.
Neardy 10 meters away, aworman

officer stood at the baggage scan
counters, and on the leftwere four
boarding stations, nearly empty.

On both sides of the security
hold area, there are two frisking
points each for men and women,
with noqueue at the female gate
points.

On clearing the security

Mon, 13 October 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/78333179

HINDON AIRPORT

checkpoints, carrot and salmon
colour seats greetpassengers. The
lone food outlet, ‘Eat and Fly' of-
fers coffee, tea and sandwiches.
58-year-old Akhilesh Gupta,a
resident of Uttarakhand and his
57-year-old wife, Kamlesh Gupta
satatgate number 1. “Thewash-
rooms are nearby. Heel more con-

INANUTSHELL
NEAREST
3 TOTALNUMBER o S
OF FLIGHTS B Major Mohit
| , Sharma Rajendra Nagar Metro
Totalno. | Total no, r
18. flights offlishis | Favenigdkm),
(5.5km)
B Shaheed NagarMetro
NL. ‘» Station-6.5km
NEAREST
1starrival 1st departure Q BUSSTOP
6:55 am 7:50am ® Mohan Nagar
Lastarrival  LastDeparture Busstop
4:05 pm 5:05pm H Major MohitSharmma Busstap

fident as I will not get lost. Itisa
compact area. The staff are politer
and the space more quiet,”
Kamleshsaid.

Thecouple were at the airport
for the second time and were
headed to Mumbai to meet their
S0

“The tickets were cheaper,”

said Akhilesh. “We planned to
head back to Uttarakhand after
visiting Vrindavan but when we
checked the price fromHindonto
Mumbai, we changed our plan
and are now going to meetour
son," hesaid.

Among those taking flights
were also TV actors, filmmakers,

businessmen andinfluencers,

Crime Patrol fame actor
Sanjeev Tyag was among those at
the airport. “It ismy first ime here.
lamflying toMumbai,” Tyag said.

Tyagi, who was in Noida to
visit his family, did not know that
Ghaziabad had an airport. “l was
surprised but it was a good one,
savesmy time,” he said.

Prerna Sharma, 47, a yoga
teacher in Mumbai said that the
airport was compact. “Iam not
used to such compact airport
premises... The airport canbea
eood choice for these travelling to
and from Vrindavan and
Mathura...l am waiting for the
Noida Airport’s opening There is
alot of buzz around it,” she said.

Some heading out of the air-
port awaited a confirmation noti-
fication on their phone from the
can services. “lam already run-
ning late, [ have a train to catch
from Nizamuddin Railway
Station, [ am trying to booka cab
but the priceis high, I will have to
walk it seems,” said one.

Talking to The Indian Express,
the Director of the Hindon Airpart,
Dr Mahesh Chilaka said that the
aimis to compete with Delhiand
upcoming Noida International
Airport when it comes to seam-
less connectivity, “In the span of
the last six years we have gone
from 150 to 300 passengers per
hour. We are now operating be-
yond ourcapacity of tackling 550
passengers in the peak hour”

“We have inaugurated the
Buzzway appsothatthe passen-
gers can book acabto their desti-
nation quickly. We have also
floated tenders to have a food
court, apparel storeand snack bar
and more car rental options, but
there are twomajor bottlenecks
for now," he said.

“We have only two parking
bays and limited space inside the
airport terminal but we are in
talks withall the stakeholders and

— yet long way to go

have optimised the entire buil
ing. We have also made theexpx
rience of boarding a flight easit
and quicker,” he said.

The Director also said that the
are in the process of acquirin
about 5.8 acres of land. "Once w
get the land, we will expand th
existing terminal building an
solve parking issues,” he added.

Cab drivers, who can ensw
thesuccessofanairportintheat
sence of a robust public tran:
portation system, are hoping L
have a prepaid taxi system i
place.

“If we dependon Ola and Ube
wewill not beable to feed ourdhi
dren, and if we are able to fee
them, we won't be able to doth
them,” said Rajeev Thakur, 47,a
Ertigaowner,who had parked h
car nearly 300 metres away fror
theexitgate,

Thakur said thatthere are 10
to 150 cabs that come to pick u
passengers everyday and th
competition isintense.

Another cab driver, Vino
Panchal, 38, saysone issue is th
despite the number of fligh!
growing, the passenger count
low because many are connec!
ing. “We cannot go to Delhi ¢
thereis huge competitionand th
fare s too low. We came here hoj
ingitwould increase earnings b
there are many connecting fligh
and passenger numbers are tc
low," he said.

Shiva, the only e-rickshas
driver around, has found a sol
tion for himself.

Hecharged Rs 50 per passer
ger to dropthem to one of th
nearest metro stations — Raj Bag
ontheRed Line of the Delhi Metr
which is 5.5 kilometres away.

“l am playing a little smart
drop them at Raj Bagh Met
Station. If | get five people, 1 dro
them for Rs 30 each, otherwise
charge Rs 50 per passenger,” b
chuckled.

frles
WCay
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Should you investinrealty near new airports?

Property prices around airports have risen sharply in 3-5 years as against average rise In key metro markets

ARSHAD EHAN i Mow Duifui

THE announcement af two
mega airports near India's na-
tlonal amd Mnanclal capitnls
has triggered a gold rush
among property developers
nnd investors

With the Navi Mombai lnter-
national Alrpart (SMMLA) inau
rurated on Octaber B and the
Noida Internationsl Alrport
(MNIA) In Jewar Uttar Pradesh.
set to bepin operations soon
real estate stakeholders are
highly optimistic about the fu
ture prospects of these areas
and with good reason.

Property prices In both re
pims have soared, as buillders
and Inndowners scramble to
actuire as much land a8 poisi
ble. Investors are joining the
frengy, attracted by potential
for superior returns since
properties near airports typl-
cally appreclate ster due o

improved connectivity and ace-
celerated infrastrocture devel
apment supparting the airport
ecosysiom. Industry estimates
Indicate over 1.2 lakh apart
ments have been built aronnd
ther two alrports localithes be
tose AR nnd Row

“The two alrports heve given
high meturns to its real st
IRVestors since | h elr eom
mencement tl date and con-
tinue o show high potential in
future, ™ said Angg Puri, Chair
man - ANAROCK Group. Puri
snld property prices near alr
ports often rise faster than oth-
or aregs due to improved con-
nectivity, 1nfrastrueinre
upgrades, job prowth and in-
creased ecenomic activity fol
lowing airport development

Industry experts say prop-
erty prices, albeit on o low
bise, nrownd airports have ris-
en sharply in last 3-5 vears
whit n eompaned toavwerage Has

In realty prices in key metro
markets. As per Puri. the dif-
ference between the two isthat
Mavi Mumbal airport alrendy
has better-established infra-
structame inand around it with

demand already visible
“Hence, an mvestor with short
to medinm term investment
harizon and with ks risk can
apt to buy In and arcund iL
While the aren aroind Jewar

alrport is still developing and
we have secn more specilative
inerease in praperty values in
the past few years. Hence, 1n-
vestors with a long-term hord
mn and relat ively high sk ag-
petite can opt to invest here,”
added Pard

As per Anarock Research,
prominent areas impactod
Iy the Mavi Mumihaiair
port (like Pamvel Ulwe,
Taboja, Ehorghar ) hiove
sesn lamd vahses going  ©
up anywhere betwean
e anmd H'% o Bast 3
vears. In contrast, land
values inareas arownd Jewar
Inter natl onal airport hove ris
en anywhere between 60% o
T In the same period

Despak Khandelwal, Prinei
pal Partner & chiel sales of-
feer ot Squnne Yards sadd fo-
calities like Mew Panvel, Obd
Panvel. Eharghar, Ulwe, and
Talojn are witncssing o surge

In development, with o grow
Ing supply of premiom resl
dential projects, pated commu-
nities, and large Integrated
tovwenships. He added that the
market response has been
strong. with apartméent prices
In Panved reglon rising by T4%
between FY 2021 and FY 2025,
as against 46% growth
%, across rest of Navi
Mumbai.
Around NLA, Yamu
na Expressway has
transformed from &
peripheral srreteh intn
Mational Captial Region's
(NCR'sh most dynamic prop
erfy corrldor. As peydata fbom
realty consulfant InvestoX pert,
In ¥Yamuna Exprossway reg lon,
Apartment prices rose 158 % -
tween 2020 and 2025—from
T3,950 1o T 10,30 per sq I, while
plot values skyrodieted S,
from T1.650 to T10.500 per sqft
durng the sme perod
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IndiGo to start daily
Delhi-Guangzhou flights

NEW DELHI, Oct 11: Low-
cost airhne IndiGo on Satur-
day announced new daily -
rect flights between New Dellu
and China's Guangzhou from
November 10.

The airline said the route
will be operated using IndiGo's
Airbus A320 aircraft.

IndiGo has been among the
first airlines to reinstate
flights between India and
China. [t recently announced
daily flights between Kolka-
ta and Guangzhou starting
October 26.

According to the airline, the
flight from Delhi is scheduled
to depart at 9:45 pm and ar-
rive in Guangzhou at 4:40 am.
The return flight from
Guangzhou 1s scheduled to
depart at 5:50 am and arrive m
Delhi at 10:10 am.

Tickets for the route are
now avalable on the IndiGo
website.

“We are pleased to enhance
our connectivity to China with
daily direct fights between
Delhi and Guangzhou, n addi-
tion to the recently resumed
route from Kolkata. The re-
sumption of operations be-
tween two of the world's most
populous nations presents im-

FLIGHT LAUNCH

@ IndiGo starts
daily Delhi—
Guangzhou
flights on Nov 10.

@ Flights use
Airbus A320
aircraft.

@ Delhi flight: 9:45
pm to 4:40 am.

@ Guangzhou
flight: 5:50 am to
10:10 am.

@ Tickets available
on IndiGo site.

@ Delhi-Hanoi
flights begin Dec
20, 2025.

mense potential for cultural
exchange and economic collab-
oration,” said Vinay Malhotra,
Head of Global Sales at Indi-
Go.

‘With this launch, IndiGo con-
nects China toits vast domes-
tic and growing mnternational
network, via Guangzhou.

“We are confident that this
will contribute towards accel-
eration of opportunities in
trade, investment, tourism,
and even education, between
the two countries, while rein-

forcing our commitment to
connect India to the world,”
Malhotra mentioned.

The announcement came
after the Ministry of External
Affairs confirmed that India and
China would restart direct
flights between designated cit-
ies this month. There have
been no direct passenger
flights between the two coun-
tries since 2020, even though
China remains India’s biggest
bilateral trade partner.

Awiation and trade experts
believe the resumption of
fhghts will help businesses on
both sides by improving con-
nectivity and will also support
cultural and tourism exchang-
es, signalling a cautious easing
of tensions between New Del-
i and Beting.

Earlier in the day, IndiGo
also announced the launch of
daily, direct service between
Delhi and Hanm, commenc-
ing from December 20,
2025, IndiGo will operate its
Adrbus A320 arcraft on this
new route which will offer
seamless connectivity from
India's capital to one of
Southeast Asia’s most vi-
brant cultural and commer-
cial hubs. — JANS
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Air India working on product
enhancements, says executive

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Air India is working on
product enhancements as it
looks to stabilise operations
and gain market share.

The Tata Group-airline
suffered a setback in June
when a London-bound Boe-
ing 787 aircraft crashed after
take off in Ahmedabad.

The closure of Pakistan
airspace has been a bigger
challenge resulting in longer
routes, higher fuel burn and
pavload restrictions on its
North America flights.

The airline is looking to
improve its performance and
product to take on competi-
tion. “Our on time perform-
ance has recovered while net
performance score is at an
all-time high. We continue to

work on product enhance-
ments,” a senior Air India ex-
ecutive said.

“More than 80 per cent of
our narrow-body fleet now
features new product, while
two of our legacy Boeing 787
aircraft are undergoing full
interior retrofit. These will
be in service in early 2026,"
he said.

According to aviation ana-
lytics firm Curium, Air India
is scheduled to operate

around 688 flights daily in
October-December  quarter
which is 1.4 per cent lower
than April-Tune quarter.
Subsidiary no-frills airline
Air India Express (Al Ex-
press) will be operating 495
flights daily in the same
rerind which is 3.3 per cent
ower than June-end quarter,

FULLED OUT

While Air India has scaled
down it's operations and
pulled out of routes like
Washington DC and Nairobi,
Al Express is operating fewer
flights due to revurn of older
planes to lessors and ongo-
ing retrofit of Boeing 737
Max aircraft. Air India is also
discussing its nerwork devel-
opment plans with the Adani
Group ahead of the commer-
cial launch of Navi Mumbai

airport.
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DGCA asks Air India to
remspect power system

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

India's aviation safety regu-
lator has asked Tata Group-
led Air India to reinspect the
CMErgEncy power source
system RAT (ram air tur-
bine) for stowage in all air-
craft whose power condi-
tioning module (PCM) was
replaced in the recent past.

SYSTEM FAILURES

On a technical basis, an RAT
i an emergency power
source that gets deploved
automatically during critical
svstem failures,

It is designed to provide
essential hydraulic and elec-
trical power when an aircraft
experiences a major loss of
onboard power.

Accordingly, the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
advisory read: “Air India has
been advised to review the
work package of ‘D' Check
for the actions required in
view of change of PCM mod-
ule, for any discrepancy.”

The advisory comes after
an incident on October 4,
2025, when Flight AI-117
from Amritsar to Birming-
ham reported the deploy-
ment of the aircraft's RAT
during its final approach.
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DGCA asks Air India
toreinspect RAT
on Boeing aircraft

BiEtion safety regulator DGCA has directed
Alr India to reinspect the RAT (emergency
power source) for stowage on all aireraft
whose power conditioning module was
replaced by the Tata Group-owned airline in
recent times. At the same time, the aviation
safety regulator has soughta "comprehensive
report” from the US aivreraft maker Boelng on
the preventive measures to be implemented
with respect to the un-commanded Ram Air
Turbine (RAT) deployment incident. The
development comes in the wake of two back-
to-back incidents involving Air India 787 air-
craft recently. FTI
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DGCA Directs Air India to
Reinspect RAT on all Planes

PTI

Mumbai: Aviation safety regulator
DGCA has directed Air India to re-
inspect the RAT (emergency power
source) for stowage on all aircraft
whose power conditioning module
was replaced by the Tata Group-ow-
ned airline inrecent times.

At the same time, the aviation sa-
fety regulator has sought a "com-
prehensive report” from the US air-
craft maker Boeing on the preventi-
ve measures to be implemented
with respect to the un-commanded
Ram Air Turbine (RAT) deploy-
ment incident.

The development comes in the wa-
ke of two back-to-back incidents in-
volving Air India 787 aircraft re-
cently, and the pilots' grouping Fe-
deration of Indian Pilots(FIP), wri-
ting a letter to the Civil Aviation
Minister urging the government to
ground Air India's entire B787 air-
crafifleet, besidesaspecial audit of
the airline. On October 4, RAT got
deployed on Air India Boeing 787
aircraft, operating its Amritsar-
Birminghamflight AI-117, just befo-

re the landing, while on October 9,
Al-154 from Vienna to Delhi, opera-
ted by a Boeing 787 aircraft bearing
registration VT-ANO, was diverted
to Dubai, due to the "sudden failure
of autopilotsystem, triggeringase-
ries of technical mal-
functions".

RAT deploys auto-
matically in the even-
tuality of adual engi-
ne failure or total
electric or hvdraulic

Q

\

Development - "

comesinthe  failure. It uses wind
wake of two speed to generate
back-to-back Emergency  power
incidents “Ajr India has been
involving advised to reinspect
Airindia787  the RAT for stowage
aircraftrecently for all the aircraft,

whose PCM module
was replaced in the recent past,”" a
senior DGCA official has said, ad-
ding that further investigationis in
Progress.

PCM is acrucial electrical compo-
nent that converts, regulates and
distributes electric power from the
aircraft's power generation system
to various onboard systems and
equipment.
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DGCAasks Al to
reinspect RAT

AVIATION SAFETY REGU LA-
TOR DGCA has directed Afr
India o rednspect the RAT
{emergency power source] for
stowage on all alrerft whose
pewer conditio nmgmodulewas
replaced by the Tata Goup-
wwrnied airline fn recemt times,
At the same time, the avia
tion safety regulator has soug bt
a“mmprehensive repont” fom
the USaiwmft maker Boeingon
the preventive measures tobe
||11F|:|.-nmll|:d with

Amritsar B rmingham flght A -
117, just before the landing,
whidleon October 9 41-154from
Vienna to Dedhi, operated bya
Boeing 757 alronaft beadngres-
istmation VT- AN O was diverted
to Dbl due tothe"suddenfail-
ureof anrtopilotsystem, trgger
ing a series of technical mal
funetions"

RAT deploys automatically
in the eventuality of a dual
engine failure or totalelecric of

hydraidic fatlire. 1t

respect to the un RAT deploys uses wind speed to
commanded Ram  aytematically in - REne@iE Bmemrency
Atr Turbine (RAT) the eventuality A

deployment Ind- of s dual engine "Ar India has
dent The develop " beenadvised to rein
meni mmes in the h"hm“fmhl spect the HAT for
wakealtwoback-to- electric or stowape for all the
back incidents  hydraulic failure  airgaft, whose FCM
lvalving Alr Indlia E— modulewas replaced

787 aircmft

In the recent past’a

recenitly, and the
pi |r|+s.'g|1'|l||:|'||r|g Federation of
Indian Pilots (FIP), writing alet-
tertothe Civil Aviation Minister,
urging the government to
_gml,|11-|‘!,-!.1'rl|'|rh.1"1fnf'qr1l.?.li.'f'
alrcraft fleet, beskdes a special
auelit of the abrline

On October 4, RAT got
deployed on Akr [ndia Boeing
787 awcmft, operating fts

semnbor DGCA ol ficial
hias said, adding that further
lwestigationisin progres.
PCM is a crucial electrical
component that converts, reg-
nlatesand distributes dectric
power from the alrcraft's
power generation system to
various onboard systems and
efuipment
—PTl
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IndiGo flight
takes an
emergency
dive

HD Bureau

The pilot of an IndiGo ATR
aircraft bound from Ma-
durai to Chennai detected a
crack in the front windshield
while airborne and secured
a priority landing, touching
down safely at Chennai at
11:12 pm with no injuries to
the 74 passengers and five
Crew.

Airport and airline so-
urcessay the crack appeared
in a side section of the co-
ckpit windshield midflight,
prompting the pilot to alert
Chennai Air Traffic Control
and request an expedited
approach. Emergency pr-
otocals were activated onthe
ground and the flight, ori-
ginally scheduled for 11:30
pm arrival, landed 18 mi-
nutes ahead of schedule.

After landing, the aircraft
was taxied to a remote hay
and passengers were tra-
nsported tothe terminal.
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DGCA asks Air India to inspect RAT on B787 fleet

Neha LM 'I‘ri‘p-athi

lettered hingustan times com
NEWDELHE: fwiation salefy reg:
ulator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation {DGCA) has
directed Alr India to reinspect
the Ram Air Turbine (RAT)
stowage on all alreralt where the
PCM maodule has been replaced
recenily. The move follows two

recent  technical incidents
Irwolving the airine's Booing 787
aircraft.

“Adr India has been advised o
reinspect the RAT for stowage
for all the aircraft whose PCM
maodule was replaced in the
recent pasi.” 4 senior DGCA offi-
cial saidk. The POM (power comdi-
thoning module] is an essential
part of & Boeing 787 aircraft's

electrical power system.

The afficial added that further
investigation in the Amritsar-
Birmingham Might, where the
RAT automatically got deploved
is in progress.

The DGCA has also sought a
“comprehensive repont” from
Boeing on the preventive meas-
ures to be implemented in con-
nection with the un-comimanded
RAT deployment incident.

The directive comes after two
consecutive incidents imolving
Alr India’s Dreamliner fleet and

a letter from the Federntion of

Indian Pilors (FIF) wcivil avia-
tinon minister Ham Mohan
Makdu, asking the government io
growin the airline’s entire Boe-
ing 787 fleet and conduct a spe-
tial safetv audit.

Further probe in Al flight to
Birmingham, where the RAT
pot deploved, isin progress. @

According to officlals, on
October 4, the RAT deploved on
Air India’s Amritsar-Birming-
ham Might {Al-117) just before
lamding. A few days kater, on
October 9. fight Al-154 from
Vienna to Delbi. also & Boeing
787 was diverted to Dubal due to
a “technicnl issoe”,

Later, FIP in its letter to the
minister "_-uLElLd that as FE]’ il
Information, the Boeing 787 air-
critlt was diverted due to g “sud-
den [allure of autopilot system,
triggering a series of technical
malfunctions”,

Air India had denied “any
asserthon that there was an elec-
trical faflure” in the Boeing 787
alreraft that was diveried w
Dubai October 5.

The RAT Is an emeérgency
power souree that deplovs auto-
matkcally in the event of a dual
engine Failure or tntal eloctrical
o hydraulic loss.

The DGCA has also directed
the airline w “review the work
package of ‘¥ Check for the
actions required in view of
chanee-of PCM module, forany

discrepancy”,

“During londing at 4008t AT
unlock message came and it gol
deployed. The pilnl did not
report any related abnormalicy
and the aireraft landed safely,”
the DGCA offical said,

Following this, Bocing's rec-
ominanded malntenance actons
were carried out, “and no dis-
crepancy was observed”, the of fi-
cial added. Theaircralt was sub-
sequently released for service
and returned to Delhi on Octo-
ber 5, he said.

“Boeing has been requested to
provide a comprehensive repor
autlining the preventive mes-
ures to be implemented In
respect of the un-commanded
RAT deployment incldent.”
another DGCA official said,
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LOOKUPINTHE SKY: EUROPEAN
AIRPORTS’ DRONE PROBLEM

An American unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), Wiki media Commons

DRONES HAVE increasingly disrupted
airspace across Europe in recent weeks,
raising alarm over the repeated incur-
sions of uncrewed aerial vehicles and
prompting airport shutdowns. Fingers
have been pointed at Russia over its war
in Ukraine, though Moscow has denied
involvement and investigators are still
gathering evidence. Whoever is behind
the incidents, governments and regula-
tors are under pressure to find solutions.

The surge

At least 18 suspect drones have been
spotted in Denmark, Sweden, Norway
and Germany by monitoring service
Enigma since September 16, many near
airports. Droneincursions have impacted
airports like Gatwick and Heathrow in
Britain for over five years, but there has
been a significant upsurge in incidents
this year.

“The data indicates persistent activ-
ity over several weeks, and potentially co-
ordinated incursions onspecificdays,” an
Enigma spokesperson said, Drone sight-
ings at airports have proven especially
disruptive, with shutdowns rippling
across the entire aviation network and
delaying flights,

Qurania Georgoutsakou, Managing
Director for Aidines forEurope (A4E), said
the proliferatingincidents should“speed
up” implementation of protocols to min-
imise disruption in an “overstretched and
fragmented European airspace”. Pro-
tocols include monitoring, frequency
checking and jamming,

The chaos could be a sign of hybrid
warfare tactics, chief executive of secu-
rity advisory firm Dyami Eric Schouten
said. Recent drone incidents and other
airspace violations show Europe is facing
hybrid warfare towhich it must respond

with measuresthat go beyond traditional
defence, EU Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen said last week.

The defences

Various technologies have become
available in the market, including mi-
crowaves, jamimers, lasers and even mis-
siles. Capabilities range from drone de-
tection, jamming of frequencies used by
drones, and shoot-downs. The challenge?
Mostofthese tools, particularly ones that
canactively destroy drones, are often too
potentially dangerous for a built-upcivil-
ian setting.

In 2021, the European Aviation Safety
Agency issued guidance on managing
drone disruptions. Airports have pur-
chased their own counter-drone tools
from companies like Dedrone, Thales and
D1 Aeroscope, but the vast majority of
these devices only provide detection tech.
Germany's government has proposed a
law to allow its police to shoot down
drones if needed after drone sightings
disrupted Munich airport eatlier this
month. But introducing lasers and mis-
siles to take down drones incivilian air-
space poses itsown safety challenges, in-
cluding the risk of damage to civilian
aircraft and wider infrastructure,

Any major action will require clearer
policy from the government, experts say,
leaving airports to mostly stick to detec-
tion tools for now. They also expect in-
cursions to become more frequent across
Europe, with seaports, nuclear installa-
tions and even prisons being prime tar-
gets fordrone interference. Althoughthe
disruptions have highlighted vulnerabil-
ities, they would also bring more clarity
and action from authorities and force
more coordination of counter-measures
across sectors. REUTERS

$TheIndianEXPRESS

Mon, 13 October 2025 _
https://epaper.indianex| &
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The directive comeas after two recent RAT deployment incidents
Invalving AT an 4 October and A1-154 on 3 October REUTERS

DGCA flags RAT
issues, orders Air
India fleet review |

letterEhindustantirme s com

MNEW DELHI

Intor Directorate General ol

Civil Aviation (I3GOAL has
directed Adr Indinto reiospsec
Rom Air Turbine (IRAT) stow-
age o all niremalt where the
prower cordithoning module
(PCM) was replaced recently.
The mone: follows two rocent
technloal incidens involving
theairline's Bowving 7875,

“Adr Inelin has been advised
tosreinspect Lhie BRAT [or stow
agefor all aircraft whose PO
mio il was replaced in recent
prast,” wsenior PGCA official
sitiil. The ICM s an essen tal
et A B7ET nireradt s electri
cal power sys-

I nilin’s Aviation safety rego-

Gy goroone] the mirlines entice
Bowing 787 et and comtuct o
specia b sa ety audit,

According to officials, on 4
Oictobse, the RAT degploved on
AdrIndia’s Amritsar-Birming
b lighit (AL 1T just before
lamding, A few doyvs later, onf
Otober, Al-L5from Vienna
T De=Lhk, sy o Bliwedinr 757, was
ellverteil o Db clies o “ech
il issues”.

Later, FIP nitsletter tothe
b lster stated] that s peer s
ifrmation, the BFST aircral
was ehiveried due toa “sudden
failure of autopilot system,
trigeeringa series ofechnicl
malfunctions”

ir broedin cheniod “ay asser
Lhenn Ut theere was mn electel-
cal fathare™ in the alrorfi that

was divertod

ferere. Thee ol fi *[inhnsm m“ ter Drualuai,

cial =snid thai

[orther inves-

tigration in the Amritsar-Bir
ircirbuinen Mgkt whers Ches IRAT
was mutomtically deployed, is
it paragress,

The DGEA b albso songhit o
" pireEhomsive pepior” from
[Bowing on preventive meas:
ires that should be mple
gl inconnevtion with the
um-commanded BAT deploy-
ment incident.

The directives come ifter
twi incidents involving Adr
Ickia's Prrearmiliner lectand |
lesttioy fronmm Lhee Fodermtion of
Invliam Pilots (FLE to the civil
aviation minister Ram Mohan
MNabdu, asdigs the govermmesm

The RAT is
TS TR e TR
prower sowroe which deploys
avrforratically ot event af g
dual enmgine failure or ol
et denl or v raulic loss
The EGOA b abso directed
the airdine to “revies thie work
package of ‘1¥ Check for the
actions reguired inview ofthe
chamge ol UM moduke, for
amy discrepancy.” During the
lapnding at #0000 BAT unlock
message came amd it subse-
guently ot deploved, Tlhe
il el et roport any related
absorriliey and thie aircraft
lamcted safely, the [GUA offi
cial saiel on the condition of
Ay iy,
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Etihad focuses on
premium India mkt

tihad Afrways, which operates 185 Nightsa
E weekacross L Indian cties, s banking on

LI i e EXM mience, custemer
segmentation amd strategc partoerships o
chrives its business groswthuin the country, which
is amang the top three global markets for the
airline, said an official of the Aba Dhabi-based
carrier.

Limalale toespand through additional Qights,
the airline is forusing on “smar ways™ to grow
its Inelin revenues, and central to these plans is
upgrading its product offering toatract high-
value teavellers, Etihad Alrways vice president
for global sales and distribution Javier Alija told
PTT,

The carrier is nsing 100% ol its allociied
capacity under the bilateral agreement
e twern Dnelia and the UAE, which caps
H0,000 scats per week Tor Abu Chabi-based
airlines,

The 30,000-set limit s shared between
Evihed amed Adr Araldz Abu Dhabi. PTI
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DGCA orders reinspection of emergency
power units on Al Boeing 787s

BEHORE RAJ - Mew Deiti

Indla‘s anviation safoty rogu
latar, the Oireciorale
General of Clvil Avlation
FDGCA], has direciod A India
toconduct a reinspoction of
the Rami Alr Turbine (RAT)
storage systemn across all
Booimg 78T aircralt thak
reconily undensasnt replace-
meni of their Fower
Condilicning Moduks (POW]

Thits dire-ct e folloas wo
recent salety incidents
Imvokding tihe airfine's Boong
787 floot. ralsing concerms
about possdble systemdc
issues. Tha regulator has
aisD asked LS arcralt man-
ulaciurer Boeing to submita
dataliod report on preventie
actiones nelabed to the uncom
mandied depioymont of tha
RAT — a critical emengency
Componant usod 10 genorais
poawer in Sha evend of clecir
calor hiydraulic tallere

The most recent ovent
accurred on October 9
wwihan AT India Mighd AL154
enroute from Yienma to
Dl oaper iencod 3 sudden
auiogiiol sysiom falire mid
alr, prompting the pllots 1o
divert ihe alroraft 1o Dubal
Days oardier, on Oclober 4
ihe RAT wams unespecicdly
depioyed just before landing
during fight AEL1TT from
Amiritsar o Birmingham

In both incidents, tho air-
craft landed safely and
et Injury. Howeever, the
Federatlon ol Indian Filols
FIF) has urged ha Minksiny of
Chal fulation to boke Fmeme-
diate action, including
grounding the entire Bosing
1E7 Moot operated by Ar
india and initiating a com
prehonsive safely audit

Aserkor DGCA officlsl said
Alr Indiis has been nstruct-
od to relnspect the BAT
showage configuration on
all TET alrcraft whare iha
PCM — an esseniial clecirical
unit responsinie for diserib-
uting and regulating
anboard power — has

recenily been changed

“The work package l'or
the alrcratt's “0° Check
should aiso be revieswed
spocifically considering the
PCM replacement, bo ensure
no discrepancies ane owes.
locied, ® the oficlal added

Tho RAT, a iwbino
povwered by wind during
flight. ausomatically depkoys
when standard power
sources fall. According o
the DGCA, durlng tha
Ociober 4 incidenl the RAT
‘W% triggered at an alii fude
of 400 fewl an approach 1o
landing. The Hight crow did
nol report any anosmalies,
and the aircralfi compleied a
sale: bending. Boolng-recom
mended malntenance
checks were carrind out Tol-
lowing 1he Incident, with
no faulis found

The DGCA has fonmally
asked Booing o provide a
global overview af any
simiflar RAT deployment Inc-
dents Invaiving the 78T
series. 11 hasalso mguested
datn on service GEfowtlies
reported by operailors
wncidwide follkowing FCM
maduie changes, asnoed in
Hoeing's mternal mainie-
nance digesis

Alr Imdia has cenied
reporis of a full electrical
Eallure on the Vienna-Delhi
Hight bt acknowledged a
“technical Issus® led 1o tha
diversion Howeser, tha
ploly’ assoclation's ketber
palnis @ more alarming

-

pichure, describing simulta-
neous fadlures of critical

Might sysiems. Including
autopliol, Instrument
landing systems |ILS), and
degraded flight controk
Pilots were reportediy
lorced 1o aoperate ihe air-
cradt manaually during naghd
cperatians, with limited
assistance fram aniboard
wyshems

Thi FIf‘s |cifer staded
“The siuation oreabed a haz-
ardous Might envircament
Withous snopiiot, degraded
fight conirol systems, and
no Auloland capanility, ihe
crew s leff withono opilon
but Bo dihveri.”

These lalesk events have
revived concerns about Alr
India’s aporational salety,
especially iofiowing a cata-
simphic oash carfier this
yoar. On jane 12 a Bocing
TET-S pporating as fkgnt &ITT
from Anmiedaboed o Londion
Gatwick crashed shortly
after taic-off, killing afl 750
pecplk: onboard —one of e
dzadllest aviatlon disasters
I ndlisin hiskory

Az 1he DECA dospens s
Iwestigation. both Baeing
and Air india face mourding
pressure 1o address safely
lsmues proectively. With Alr
Indias TET Ment under
Ine-reasing sorutiny, reguts.
bors and aviation oxperis
willl be ciosety wasching hav
the airline and the aircral
manufacturer respond to
nase recent wamings
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Pune-Delhi
Akasa Air flight
suffers bird hit,

lands safely

Pune: A bird strike was detect-
ed on Akasa Air's Pune-Delhi
aircraftafteritlanded safelyin
the national capital Friday mo-
rning, reports Joy Sengupta.,

The airline, in a statement,
confirmed the incident. “Aka-
sa Air flight QP 1607 flying
from Puneto Delhion Oct10ex-
perienced a bird hit. The air-
craft landed safely and all pas-
sengers and crew were de-
planed. The aircraft is being
examined by our engineering
team in accordance with Aka-
sa Air's standard operating
procedures and will be re-
leased for service after thor-
ough inspection. At Akasa Air,
safety continues to be our top
priority,” anairline spokesper-
son told TOI.

The flight was scheduled to
depart from Pune at 7.50am
and land in Delhi at 10.10am.
According to aircraft tracker
app Flightradar24, the plane
took off around 8.15am and
landed in Delhi at 10.10am.
Thereafter, the bird strike was
detected. The airline did not
mention which part of the air-
craft, a Boeing 737 MAX, was
struck and the extent of the
damage. Nor did it divulge the
place of oceurrence.
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IndiGo to start
Delhi-China
direct flights
from Nov 10

New Delhi: After an over five-
year lull, India and China will
ramp up their direct air conne-
ctivity IndiGo Saturday annou-
nced a daily direct flight betwe-
en Delhi and Guangzhou from
Nov 10, shortly after the airline
links Kolkata and Guangzhou
from Oct 26. AirIndia isalso set
tofly to China before the end of
the yearand many Chinesecar-
riers will have India flights.
IndiGo has been among the
first airlines to reinstate flights
between the two countries.

In 2019, India and China had
539 direct flights operated by
airlines including AirIndia, In-
diGo, China Southern and Chi-
na Eastern. In March 2020, flig-
hts were halted during Covid.
Since then, travelling between
India and China meant doing
sothrough a third country.

On Oct 2, aviation ministry
said direct flights “follow con-
tinuous technical-level engage-
ment between civil aviation
authorities as part of broader
efforts to normalise ties.” Tvy
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Auto RAT deployment: DGCA
orders Al to reinspect Boeing jets

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Investigating
the uncommanded deploy-
ment of the ram air turbine
(RAT)—a procedure trigge-
red during engine failures

onan AirIndia Boeing 787
flight on Oct 4, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)hasdirected the air-
line to reinspect RATs on all
aircraft where the power
conditioning module (PCM)
was recently replaced.

The directive aims to de-
termine whether there is
any correlation between the
newly replaced PCM and the
uncommanded RAT deploy-
ment. DGCA has also asked
the US aerospace major to
submit a “comprehensive
report outlining the preven-

Directive aims to determine
whether there is any correlation
between the newly replaced
PCM and the uncommanded
RAT deployment. DGCA has also
asked the US major to submit a
“report outlining preventive
measures to be implemented”

tive measures to be imple-
mented” to address such
uncommanded RAT deploy-
ments.

On Oct 4, an Air India
B787-8 (VT-ANO) experien-
ced an uncommanded RAT
deployment while approa-
ching Birmingham, UK.
“During landing, at about
400 feet, a RAT unlock mes-
sage appeared and RAT de-

ploved. The pilot did not re-
port any associated abnor-
mality. The aircraft landed
safely.  Boeing-recommen-
dedmaintenance actionsfor
uncommanded RAT deploy-
ment were carried out, and
no discrepancies were ob-
served. Accordingly, the air-
craft was released for servi-
ce and flown back to Delhi
on Oct5,” anofficial said.
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