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INAUGURAL TAKEOFF IAF aircraft C295 test
lands at newly-laid runway; Su-30 flies past

Navi Mumbai airport

EET T e
RN T PR

. e T
—

finally takes udaan

-
L

PTG R el
Bhalchandra Chorghade andwill ensure thatthis devel-
N | MUME AL opment is also done before

In a significant milestone for
the Navi Murmbai
International Airport (NMIA),
the Indian Air Forces (IAF)
C285 aircraft successfully con-
ducted a test landing and
fighter jet Su-30 flew past its
air strip on Friday. The event
marked the operational read-
iness of the airport and
ignited the aspirations of mil-
lions of potential flyers,

Salman Anzsrl

the stipulated time,”

Stating that the Greenfield
NMIA with state-of-the-art
amenities will provide the
much-needed boost to the
MMR and the state, Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said that the com-
mercial operations at NMIA
will start within the specified
time.

Union minister of state for
civil aviation Murlidhar

The €265, a versatile trans- - L) Mohol, Maval MP Shrirang
port aircraft, was piloted by a G.M Shinde Sﬂld,lt $ Barne, Raigad MP Sunil
skilled crew from the IAF It his government's Tatkare, CIDCO chairman
touched down on the freshly  Dussehragiftto the  sanjy Shirsar, CIDCO vice
laid runway, highlighting the people of MR; chairman and MD Vijay
collaborative effors with the  z5g5ures March Singhal and other dignitaries
airport authorities to ensure 2025 operations were also present on the occa-

top-notch aviation safety and

sion.

infrastructure standards. e NMIA, one of the largest
Promising operations in  that streamlined it and made  greenfield international air-
March 2025, Maharashtra  itareality” ports by the Adani group, is

Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
said, “This is a Dussehra gift to
the millions of people of the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
[MMBR). The day will remain
etched in the memories of the
pecple of MMR as well as
Maharashtra.. After the pro-
ject remained stalled for many
vears, it was our government

The CM said, “We are also
committed to providing con-
nectivity between the existing
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMILA)
and NMIA through Metro and
the government machinery is
working round-the-clock to
fulfil this promise. We com-
pleted all the projects in time

planned to handle 90 million
passengers and 2.5 million
tonnes of cargo annually. The
second international airport
in MMR is planned as a major
gateway to the country and
will operate as part of an
urban dual airport system
along with the existing
CSMIA
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First touchdown: IAF successtully
lands C-295 at Navi Mumbai airport

Domestic operations
are likely to begin
before March 2025
deadline, says CM
Eknath Shinde

G Mohiuddin Jeddy

htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

NAVI MUMBAI: After the Atal
Setu's inauguration in January
this year, all eyes are on the gov-
ernment’s next big project-the
Navi Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA).

To that end, an important
milestone was achieved when
the Indian Air Force (IAF) suc-
cessfully conducted a landing
trial with its C-295 aircraft,
which touched down on the run-
way on Friday around noon.
This has boosted the plans to
start domestic operations at the
airport before the targeted
March 2025 deadline.

The large multi-role tactical
airlifter touched down at 12:14
pm, on the 3,700-metre southern
runway 26, work on which was
recently completed. The event
was greeted with cheers by
onlookers and the aircraft was
given a water cannon salute. [t
was followed by a Sukhoi Su-30
fighter aircraft flypast. Chief

minister Eknath Shinde, deputy
chief minister Devendra Fadna-
vis, union minister of state Mur-
lidhar Mohol along with MPs,
MLAs, CIDCO chairman Sanjay
Shirsat and vice-chairman and
managing director Vijay Singhal,
and a host of eminent personali-
ties witnessed the event.

'Historic day’

Shinde called it a “historic day
not just for Navi Mumbai but
also Maharashira™. “We wanted
the airport to be started at the
earliest to ease the burden on
Mumbai airport. The successful
landing today on the auspicious
occasion of Navratri and Duss-
ehra, has ensured the airport
will be a reality soon,” Shinde
said.

He added, with 75% of the ter-
minal building ready, the target
of March 2025 for domestic
operations followed by interna-
tional operations, can be
achieved. “In fact, taking into
account the pace of work, we
plan to start it before March,” he
said. With an eye on the assem-
bly elections, he continued,
“Now, we are ready for flight as
well as fight. Just like the Sukhoi
fighter plane, we have Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as the
fighter for the people of the
country. Ek Modi sab pe bhaari
(One Modi is enough to beat

The Indian Air Force’s C-295 aircraft touched down at 12:14 pm on the 3,700-metre southern runway

26, work on which was recently completed.

everyone) was witmessed in Har-
vana and the Lok Sabha elec-
tion.”

He added that the airport will
be named after DB Patil, former
member of Lok Sabha and social
activist, as he “dedicated his life
for the people of the region, and
we all have immense respect for
him". Shinde put emphasis on
the fact that once the airport is
up and running, there will be a
spurt of job opportunities for
locals in the region, through

growth centres, IT Parks, data
centres and other projects.

Boost for Maharashtra
Fadnavis spoke in a similar vein:
“The airport will boost Maha-
rashira’s development and be a
boon for Mumbai region. It
showcases modern Bharat.”

Jeet Adani, director of Adani
Airport Holdings Ltd, called ita
critical milestone in the airport’s
journey.

“The touchdown marks an

SATISH BATE/MT PHOTO

essential phase where the newly
built runway, taxiways, air traf-
fic control systems and handling
procedures are put to the test to
ensure that the airport meets all
safety, regulatory and opera-
tional requirements. It allows
engineers, aviation authorities
and airport operators to evaluate
the performance and readiness
of key infrastructure, and signi-
fies that the airport is on track to
complete its final stages of devel=
opment.”

(Cost to set up the airport,
which was launched by PM
Narendra Modi in 2018.

PARTNERSHIP: It is being
developed through a
public-private partnership
by Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Limited, a

special-purpose vehicle
formed by Adani Airports
Holdings Limited and CIDCO.

90“‘"" Mumber of

passengers the
airport will be able ta
handle annually.

2.6mn tonnes

Volume of cargo to be
handled annually.

PARKING FACILITIES: 350
aircraft can be parked at a
time. There will be two
parallel runways and two
full-length parallel taxiways.
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Successful trial landing at new airport

An important milestone was achieved on Friday when the Indian Air Force successfully
conducted a landing trial at the upcoming Navi Mumbai international airport with its C-295
aircraft, which touched down on the runway around noon. This has boosted the plans to start
domestic operations at the airport before the targeted March 2025 deadline. Relatedstoryonpages PTI
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Ahead of commissioning, IAF aircraft

lands at I\/Iumbai_l Inte

TN RAGHUNATHA B
MUMBAI

In a significant milestone wit-
nessed months ahead of the
commissioning of the Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA), a C-295 transport
aircraft of the Indian Air Force
(IAF) landed on its runway on
Friday afternoon.

The C-295, a medium tactical
transport aircraft, landed
around 1215 hrs after which it
was accorded a water salute.
As the transport aircraft
touched the NMIAs runway,
there was a stunning flypast by
Sukhoi-30 fighter jets of the
IAFE. The inaugural landing of
aircraft marked a new begin-
ning in the country’s aviation
sector.

The NMIA has been developed
by the Navi Mumbai
International Airport Pvt Ltd
(NMIAL), which is a special-
purpose vehicle formed by the
Adani Airports Holdings Ltd
(AAHL) and City and
Industrial Development
Corporation of Maharashtra

Ltd (CIDCO). The CIDCO is
the nodal agency for the pro-
ject.

A Greenfield airport, NMIA
will serve as the second inter-
national airport for the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR), to be operated along-
side the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) of Mumbai.

The NMIA is expected to
absorb 10 million passengers in
its first operational year and 25
million passengers in the two
subsequent years and ulti-
mately 40 million by 2030 to
35.

The importance of NMIA
should be realized from the fact

rnational Airport

that the Mumbai airport cur-
rently handles 26 million pas-
sengers annually and the traf-
fic flow has now increased to 45
million passengers and the fig-
ure will go up to 119 million by
2035.

After the landing of the trans-
port aircraft, chief minister
Eknath Shinde inspected the
runway at the airport, and
congratulated the IAF officers
present. He also sat in the
cockpit of the The C-295
“After the successful testing of
the runway, it will soon be pos-
sible for us to operate domes-
tic and international flights
from this airport,” Shinde said.
“A historic moment for Navi
Mumbai as we celebrate the
first landing on the new airport
with the Indian Air Forces C-
295! Grateful for the support of
IAF, including a stunning low
pass by the Su-30. This marks
the dawn of a new era in
Indian aviation, where the sky
is no longer the limit. Together,
we soar higher,” AAHL
Director Jeet Adani wrote on
micro-blogging site "X".
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IAF aircraft 1st to touch down
at N Mum airport’s runway 26
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Air India said to be carrier behind
mystery 85-Jet Airbus order

BLOOMBERG: Airbus SE re-
ceived an order for an addi-
tional 85 planes from Air In-
dia Ltd, according to people
familiar with the matter, as
the carrier looksto accelerate
its growthambi- ___

ment. Airbus declined to
comment.

Tata Group-owned Air
India isin the midst of a com-
plicated process of absorbing
Vistara, a joint venture carri-
er the Tata Group

tions in one of |
the world’s fast- |
estgrowingavia- =
tion markets.

The order for
75 A320neos
single-aisle family aircraft
and 10 A350 wide-body jets
was placed in September,
the people said, asking not
to be identified because the
discussions are private, and
Air India may announce it at
alater date.

Airbus, in its latest order
anddeliveryreport published
Wednesday, disclosed that it
had delivered 50 aircraft
in September and booked
235 orders from customers,
including 85 from an undis-
closed buyer.

Representatives for Air
India didn’t immediately re-
spond to a request for com-

started with Sin-
__ | gapore Airlines
= Ltd, and has been
ordering new jets
asitseekstograba
bigger share of In-
dia’s booming domestic, and
robust outbound, markets.

Itannounced the purchase
of 470 aircraft from Airbus
and US rival Boeing Co in
February2023, including 250
jetsfromthe European plane-
maker. The deal represented
what was then the largest pur-
chasein commercial aviation
history.

Within India, Air India
is up against local leader
IndiGo, while the powerful
Gulf carriers that have built
a business ferrying Indians
overseas through their mega
hubs represent its biggest in-
ternational competitors.
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Spicejet launches
Shivamogga-
Chennai flight

SHIVAMOGGA, DHNS: Spice-
jet launched flight service
between Shivamogga and
Chennai on Thursday.

With this, the number of
flight operations from the
airport from 8 to 12 per day.
Until now, Star Air operat-
ed flights from Hyderabad
to Goa via Shivamogga
while Indigo Airlines oper-
ated flights between Benga-
luruand Shivamogga.

Cargo serviceis expected
to begin shortly after the
completion of night landing
facilitiesin the airport.
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Trichy flight goes into a tizzy

N Chithra

CHENNAI

e

It was nothing short of a mir
acle in the skies of Tiruchi in
Tamil Nadu on a Friday even-
ing. as an Air India Express
pilot skillfully circled over the
airspace for over two hours
with 144 persons on board fol-
lowing a hydranlic failure and
landed the aircraft safely past 8
pm. Amang those who had a

Pilot circles for over two hours following
landing glitch to reduce fuel and lands
aircraft safely with 144 on board

miraculous escape were six
children, sources said.

As pet preliminary reports
reaching Chennai, the AXB 613
flight bound for Sharjah had
taken off from the Tiruchi air-
port at 543 pm. However,

shortly after take off, the pilot
noticed that the aircraft had
encountered a technical fault
due to which the landing gear
did not retract.

The pilot then decided to re-
tern to Tiruchi airspace. As

PASSENEZETS SpPent tense mo-
ments with prayers on their
lips. the pilot radiced the Tiru-
chi ATC and prepared for
emergency landing. "As per
standard operating procedure,
the pilot circled in the air for
over two hours to drain the fuel
from the aireraft to a safe level
and made a normal landing at
night” a sotiree said.

_¥ Contd on | nation

Ambulances outside the

Trichy Airport after an Air
India flight from Tirchy to
Sharjah faced a mid-air
emergency on Friday.
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The Air India Express flight from Tiruchi to Sharjah that faced

hydraulic failure. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

DGCA begins probe
INto emergency
landing of Air India

R. Rajaram
TIRUCHI

A senior official of the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) arrived at
the Tiruchi International
Airport from Chennai in
the early hours of Satur-
day to conduct a detailed
probe into the incident in-
volving a Sharjah-bound
Air India Express flight
that made an emergency
landing in Tiruchi on Fri-
day. The aircraft deve-
loped a technical glitch
caused by hydraulic
failure.

Determining the cause
The DGCA official will exa-
mine the aircraft to deter-
mine the root cause of the
incident, besides going
through the conversation
record between its pilot
and the Air Traffic Control
Tower.

The official is also ex-
pected to speak to the
flight engineers and the pi-
lot, said airport sources.
The flight, which had de-
veloped the glitch soon af-
ter take-off from Tiruchi,
has been stationed at the
airport. It had circled the
airport for over two-and-a-
half hours on Friday be-
fore landing safely.

An airline source said
there was a hydraulic fai-
lure warning in the cock-
pit, following which the pi-
lots, out of abundant
caution, decided to return
to the airport.

“The aircraft made a
normal landing and all
passengers are safe,” Air-
port Director G. Gopalak-
rishnan told The Hindu.

“The cause of the snag
will be duly investigated.
In the interim, an alterna-

tive aircraft is being ar-
ranged for the onward
journey of our guests,” a
spokesperson of Air India
Express said.

Responding to media
reports that the aircraft
circling the airport to burn
fuel was due to an extend-
ed landing gear, an airline
source said the gear had
retracted after take-off.

Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu, in a
post on X (formerly Twit-
ter), said: “Air India Ex-
press flight AXB-613 has
safely landed at Tiruchi
Airport following a hy-
draulic failure. The crew
and emergency ground
teams acted swiftly to en-
sure the safety of all 141
passengers on board.”

“Safety remains our
highest priority in every
operation,” the Minister
said.

Safety aviation expert
Captain Mohan Ranga-
nathan said: “It seems that
either the engineer or the
pilot didn’t conduct a wal-
karound before the take-
off, and they forgot to re-
move the landing gear pin.
That could be a reason
why pilots had to circle the
airport and reduce the
weight of the aircraft to
less than maximum land-
ing weight. Otherwise, if it
was just an issue of ex-
tended landing gear, the
pilots could have done an
overweight landing.”

Pins are inserted into
the nose and main landing
gear when the aircraft is
on the ground to prevent
inadvertent gear retrac-
tion during maintenance
or towing and must be re-
moved before a take-off.

(Inputs from Jagriti
Chandra)
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Boeing to cut 17,000 jobs, delay
first 777X jet as strike hits finances

REUTERS
NEW YORK, OCTOBER1TZ

BOEMGWILL cue 17.000jobs — 10
peer cent ol s ghobal workfioroe--
deday first delivernies ofis 777X et
by a year and record $5 Willion n
losses in the third quarner, as the
LIS planemaker continues o spiral
durng amonth-long snke

CEQ Kelly Ortherg suid ina
message to emphovees that the
significant dovwrnsizing s neces
sary “io alignwith ourfmanc | re-
ality™ alter an ongoing strile by
33,000 US West Coast workers
halted prod uction of its 737 MAX

M and £ jets

“Vve reset our wiodkdome ley:
els bo align with our fimandgal re-
ality and o amaore focesed set ol
pricrities. Over the coming

months, we ane planning oo re

duce the size of our total waork

force by roughly 10 per cent .
These reductions will indudeex-
ecutives, managers and employ-
ees, " Ortherg's message sad

Boeing shares fedl 11 per cent
in afver-marker trading.

The sweeping changes area
big move by Ortbeng, whoarrived
inAvugust at the helm of the belea-
guerad plnemaker promisingto
resat relations with the union and
its emnployess. Boeing recorded
pre-Lad earnings char pes intaling,
55 bilbon for its defense business
and twocommercial plane pro-
graims
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