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Airlines, AAI CISF gear up for
launch of Navi Mumbai airport

SET FOR TAKE-OFF. While the airport is set for Sept 30 inauguration, flights will begin a few weeks later

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Airlines and government
agencies, including the Air-
port Authority of India (AAI)
and Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) are
readying themselves for the
commercial launch of Navi
Mumbai airport.

While the airport is set to
be inaugurated on Septem-
ber 30, flight operations will
begin a few weeks thereafter
following a security sweep of
the facilities. Around 150 In-
diGo ground staff are said to
have applied for internal job
postings at the airport.
These employees would geta

reference over outside
ires and the number of new
recruits will depend upon
the scale of operations, Sep-

SIGNIFICANT CAPACITY. in the first phase, the airport will
be able to handle 20 million passengers per year m

arate crew and pilots’ bases
are also being planned,

SLOT BOOKING

IndiGo and Akasa Air have
signed memorandum of un-
derstanding with Nawvi
Mumbai International Air-
port Ltd (NMIA) and discus-
sions are underway for slots
and office spaces inside the

airport. The airlines did not
respond to an e-mail query
on staffing. CISF has ear-
matked 500 personnel for
deployment at Navi Mumbai
airport and these have been
drawn from various airports.
Thirty air traffic controllers
have been trained and eight
have already been posted at
the airport. The controllers

at Navi Mumbai will give
clearances to ground maove-
ments, aircraft pushback,
takeoff and landing. Planes
ascending and descending
into Navi Mumbai will be
handled by controllers at
Mumbai who will also man-
age the enroute movements,

ALL GEARED UP
“We are geared up for the op-
erations at Navi Mumbai,”
an AAT official said.

In the initial phase, the air-
port is expected to have 12-
hour operations (Bam to
8pm) and full-fledged opera-
tions will commence after a
few months, This is being
proposed to test the stability
of all the processes and sys-
tems. In the first phase, the
airport will be able to handle
20 million passengers per
year. At the current passen-

ger handling capacity, this
would translate at 30 air
traffic movements per hour.
However, in the initial days it
is likely to handle only eight
to 10 movements per hour.

A NMIA spokesperson
said construction of the air-
port is progressing steadily
and approaching comple-
tion, The airport's opera-
tionalisation will follow
mandatory approvals from
the regulatory authorities,

“Operational  Readiness
and Airport Transfer trials
are underway to ensure that
the airport is in a state of
readiness for operations.
These trials cover multiple
svstems and processes and
require close co-ordination
among stakeholders to valid-
ate integration and deliver a
seamless experience from
day one." he added.
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HAL airportto

reopen befre 233?

K'takaurgesBIAL
toissue NOC for
commercial flights
————

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

mid Karnataka's push for

a second greenfield air-

ortin Bengaluru, plans

are underway to reopen the

HAL airport for commercial

flights before May 2033, when

the exclusivity agreement

with the Bangalore Interna-

tional Airport Limited (BIAL)
expires.

The agreement bars any
airport from operating within
a150-kmradius of the Kempe-
gowda International Airport
(KIA). The HAL airport is lo-
cated in the core city area and
was Bengaluru's main airport
from 1941 until 2008. At the
moment, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
operates small non-commer-
cial flights, including for VVIPs,
fromtheairport.

A recent meeting involving
the Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI), the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, Hindustan Aeronau-
tics Limited (HAL) and BIAL
discussed plans ro expand and
reopen the HAL airport,

The HAL Airport in Bengaluru. oH FILE PHOTO

SECONDCHANCE

AAl, Ministry of Civil Aviation, HAL and BIAL recently discussed
plans to expand and reopen HAL airport

m K'taka govt has
told BIAL that it
would bear any
losses incurred
inrecpening

m Aspartof a 10-vear
master plan, the AAl has
propased ta demaolish the
existing terminal in 2030
and start building a new one

Karnataka Chiefl Secretary
Shalini Rajneesh has urged
BIAL to issue a no-objection
certificate (NOC) to allow
commercial flightsatthe HAL
airport, assuring that the state
government would bear any
losses incurred, a senior AAI
official told DH.

Bangalore South MPL S Te-
Jjasvi Surya said Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
is “extremely enthusiastic”
about the initiative to reopen
the HAL airport for commer-
cial flights.

»HAL, Page 7

m Asper the
plan, the new
airport terminal
will be expand-
edinphases

Plans afoot to reopen Bengaluru's HAL airport

HAL airport, from Page 1

As part of a 10-year master
plan, the AAI has proposed to
demolish the existing termi-
nal in 2030 and start building
anew one.

“While the airport terminal
building belongs to AAI, the
land beyond that is defence
land. We've had a good rela-
tionship with them since the
1940s,andwe'reinagreement
aboutopeningup the HAL air-
port for commercial use. We
want to start the expansion in
2030 and getthe new building
ready before 2033. There is
a possibility of starting com-
mercial operations before the
agreementendsif BIALissues
an NOC,”the official explained.

As per the master plan, the
new airport terminal will be

expanded in phases. “In the
first phase, we'll be expanding
withintheland available, focus-
ing on the basic requirements.
Further expansiondependson
traffic at the airport and land
acquisition,” the official said.

The revamped airport will
have a seven-floor car parking
facilityanda commercial com-
plexin addition to lane expan-
sionin front of the terminal.

“It is not confirmed that
BIAL will be a part of the re-
vamped airport. Ownership
and the operational rights of
the airport will likely be put up
for auction, and it all depends
onwhohasthehighestbid,”the
official said.

The chief secretary could
not be reached for comment.
A spokesperson for BIAL de-
clined to comment.

Bangalore South MP LS Te-
jasvi Surya, who has been vo-
cal about reopening the HAL
airportforcommercial flights,
said he had already met Civil
Aviation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu three times. “He is ex-
tremely enthusiasticto getthis
started,” Surya said.

“There have also been two
meetings between BIAL and
the AAL They are trying to
work out the nitty-gritty of the
2033 agreement. Theminister
has instructed his officials to
find the most practicalsolution
in the shortest possible time.”

Bangalore Central MP
PC Mohan said the ministry
had concerns about transit
between the KIA and HAL
airport. Once these details
are sorted, the plan will move
ahead.
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Hosur airport location
identified, says TN CM

To be built on a-bnut
2,200 acres between
Bagalur and Berigai

v

E T B SIVAPRIYAN
HOSUR (TN), DHNS

hief Minister M K Stalin
on Thursday 570an-
nounced thathis govern-
ment has identified a location
in Krishnagiri district to build
an airport for this burgeoning
industrial city, located just
outside Bengaluru. The Tamil
Nadu Industrial Development
Corporation (TIDCO) has set
in motion the process of iden-
tifying and acquiring land for
the ambitious project.
Though Stalin did not men-
tion the exact location in his
speech at the TN Rising In-
vestment Conclave here, it is
believed that the airport will
be built on about 2,200 acres
between Bagalur and Berigai,
northeast of Hosur. DH had
reported on August 23 that
the Tamil Nadu government
has chosen Berigai-Bagalur
for the Hosur airport, which

is expected to handle about 3
crore passengersayear.

“We are attaching utmost
importance to the Hosur air-
port project. | had announced
(on June 27, 2024) that we
will build a world-class inter-
national airport for Hosur.
TIDCO is in the process of
identifyingand acquiringland
near Hosur fortheairport. This
airport, when commissioned,
will put Hosur on a new path
ofdevelopment,” Stalin said at
the conclave.

Berigai-Bagalur was cho-
sen as an Obstacle Limitation
Surface survey favoured the
location over Belagondapalli,
where a private airport oper-
ated by Taneja Aerospace and
Aviation Limited islocated.

Thetwositeswere shortlist-
ed from five locations initially
studied bythe Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) last year. An
exclusive airport for Hosur has
been a long-standing demand
of industries in the city, who
are confident that the project
will be successful not only for
passenger traffic, but also for
freight.

A top government source
told DH that the location was
also chosen due toits proximity

tothe Tamil Nadusection of the
Bengaluru Satellite Town Ring
Road (STRR). Thenewairport
willalsobe closer tomany parts
of Bengaluru and is located on
the Tamil Nadu-Karnataka
border, benefiting people from
both states.

The source added that
TIDCO and the Krishnagiri
district administration are
currently preparing the Land
Development Plan (LDP) for
the project.

“The plan will identify the
exact land requirement for
the project and methods for
acquisition. We require about
2,200 to 2,300 acres. Once
this is complete, the plan will
be sent to the government for
administrative sanction, fol-
lowing which a Government
Order (GO)will beissued,” the
source said.

“Once the GO isissued, the
land acquisition will begin,”
another source added, noting
that at the same time, TIDCO
will also start work on apply-
ing for site clearance for the
project. The second source
said the preliminary work will
takeaboutthree months, after
which land acquisition is ex-
pected to start.
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SHORT TAKES
RGIA BAGS LEVEL-4

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 11

The Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, Shamshabad,
run by GMR Hyderabad
International Airport Ltd
(GHIAL), has earned Level-4
accreditation under Airports
Couneil International’s World
Ajrport Customer Experience
programme. This distinetion
places it among a select group
of airports recognised for
service excellence. GHIAL
said the accreditation reflect-
ed its customer-ffirst focus
across four areas: fostering a
customer-centric culture
throughout operations; imple-
menting advanced feedback
systems and data-led improve-
ments; close stakeholder coor-
dination for seamless jour-
neys, and ongoing innovation
in infrastructure, digital serv-
ices, and hospitalitw,
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Home Minister launches faster
immigration clearance at 5 airports

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday
launched the Fast Track
Immigration-Trusted Tra-
veller Programme (FTI-
TTP), which accelerates
the immigration process
for preverified Indian na-
tionals and Overseas Citi-
zen of India (OCI) cardhol-
ders, at five more airports.

After launching the FTI-
TTP at Lucknow, Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Tiruchirap-
palli, Kozhikode and Amrit-
sar airports, Mr. Shah said
travellers would no longer
experience long queues or
manual checking and
would receive immigration
clearance in just 30 se-
conds without delays.

He said the programme
had been launched in align-
ment with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of

Amit Shah inaugurating the programme at five more airports
through video conferencing in New Delhi on Thursday. ani

“speed, scale and scope”.
The special initiative was
first rolled out at the Indira
Gandhi International Air-
port in July 2024, and two
months later, extended to
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,

Bangalore, Hyderabad, Co-
chin and Ahmedabad.

Mr. Shah said the facility
would not only enhance
the convenience of travell-
ers but also provide an op-

portunity to introduce
them to the changes taking
place in the country.

Mr. Shah said with the
FTI-TTP, seamless immi-
gration facilities would be
available at the designated
airports and emphasised
that merely providing con-

venience was not enough,
action must be taken to en-

sure that the maximum
number of travellers bene-

fited from it.

“To achieve this, efforts
should be made to enable
registration at the time of
issuing passports and OCI
cards,” he said, adding that
if this could be implement-
ed, travellers did not need
to return for fingerprinting
or documentation and they
could travel using their

passports whenever they
wished.

“OCI cardholders will
benefit the most,” he said,
adding that the Home Mi-
nistry has planned to inte-
grate this programme with
the upcoming Navi Mum-
bai and Jewar airports.

About three lakh travell-
ers have registered on this
portal, of which 2.65 lakh
have utilised it and efforts
should be made to increase
this number, he said. The
FTI-TTP will eventually be
launched at 21 major air-
ports in the country.
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Alr services from Hisar’s Maharaja

Agrasen Airport expand to Jaipur

MPOST BUREAU

CHANDIGARH: Haryana
Chiel Minister Nayab Singh
Saint on Friday inaugurated
flight services from Maha-
rafa Agrasen Adrport, Hisar,
to Jaipur. The ceremony was
conducted  virtually from
Chandigarh. Public Works
{Buildings & Roads) Minister,
Ranbir Gangwa also remained
present on this occasion.

The Chief Minister
deseribed the launch not just as
the start of 4 new air route but as
a significant step toward Hary-
anas development, regional
integration, and modern con-
nectivity. He emphasised that
the stale’s growing identity in
aviation will serve as a corner-
stone for a sell-reliant, progres-
sive, and indusive future.

Saini highlighted that while
Haryana has traditionally been
an agriculture-driven state, il
is now making its mark in civil
aviation by enhancing air con-
nectivity. He recalled that civil
aviation development has been
a government priority since
2014.

Earlier this year, on April

»

' fian GFRE
e mrlt‘mll..n

| Eeuy

sﬂmﬁ!ﬂaﬂ

et qorat it
p - s |
sft e T

P e e B Y T
P e ey
L7 P sy - S e ap R

»

Haryana Chief Minister Moyob Singh Saini virtually inougurating the Hisor-
Joipur-Hisar gir service from Mohorojo Agrosen Airport, Hisar

MPOAT

14, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated flights from
Maharaja Agrasen Airport to
Maharishi Valmiki Interna-
tonal Airport, Ayodhya, and
also laid the foundation for the
airport’s second lerminal on
the same day. On June 9, fight
services between Hisar-Chan-
digarh- Hisar were launched,
and soon services to Ahmed-
abad and Jammu will also
begin, he informed.

The Chief Minister said
that Hisar Airport has been
equi with modern tech-
n?‘:luipycdand facilities with

the support of the Airports
Authority of Indis, emerging as
a key hub for regional connec-
tivity. A Dop -Eh:r VOR system
has been installed, reducing the
minimum visthility required
for flight operations from
5,000 meters to 2,800 meters,
a remarkable technological
achievement. He said that this
will ensure smoother flight
operalions even in adverse
weather conditions. An Instru-
ment Landing System is alse
being installed, allowing air-
crafl 1o land safely during wee
hotrs, said Nayab Singh Saini.
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ALIPORE ZOO

Forest Minister orders probe
after deaths of 2 tigresses

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Two back-to-
back deaths of tigress’ have
occured in Alipore Zoological
Gardens with the zoo authori-
ties attributing both the cases
to age-related ailments.

17-year-old ‘Payel' died on
Tuesday after suffering from
several health complications.
She had recently lost her abil-
ity to move and had stopped
intake of any food for the last
few days. Payel was brought
from Nandankanan Zoo in
Odisha in the year 2017.

The second death of
tigress Rupa whose age was 21
years occurred on Wednesday
morning. Rupa was a white
tigress born at Alipore Zoo.
She was also suffering from
age-related ailments.

One of her legs was

‘The post mortem report of both the
tigress has made it clear that deaths were
natural. Our zoo employees are very
committed and dedicated to animal care’

severely affected in the recent
past. Interestingly, Rupa was
born to white tiger Anirban
and striped tigress Krishna.

State Forest minister
Birbaha Hansda confirmed
that both the deaths were nat-
ural and related with old-age
health complications.

“The post mortem report
of both the tigress has made it
clear that deaths were natural.
Our zoo employees are very
committed and dedicated to
animal care,” said Hansda.

The minister, however,
added that she has asked the

Principal Secretary of her
department to conduct an
internal prabe and submit a
report on the deaths.

A senior official of the
Forest department said that
they would soon hold a meet-
ing to decide whether any
tiger needs to be brought to
Alipore through an exchange
programme with the popula-
tion decreasing by two.

“If we decide on bring-
ing any tiger, we will seek a
nod from the Central Zoo
Authority as per norms,’
he added.
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AmitShahinaugurates
fast-trackimmigration
facility atfive airports

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 11 September

Union Home Minister Amit
Shahon Thursday inaugurated
the Fast Track Immigration -
Trusted Traveller Programme
(FTI-TTP) at Lucknow,
Thiruvananthapuram, Trichy,
Kozhikode, and Amritsar
airports through video
conferencing from the national
capital.

The fadilitywas first launched
in 2024 from Delhi, followed
by its implementation at
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,
Bengaluru, Kochi, and
Ahmedabad airports, and
now, five new airports have
been added.

Shah, as per an official
statement, said that it will
not only enhance the
convenience of travellers but
also provide an opportunity
to introduce them to the
changes taking place in the
country.

The FTIFTTPis aprogranune
that enhances both convenience
and national security, the
minister said after inaugurating
the facility.

The minister said that the
process is now operational

at a total of 13 airports
simultaneously.

He also added that the
Ministry of Home Affairs has
planned to integrate this
programme with the upcoming
Navi Mumbai and Jewar
airports.

The minister mentioned
that all those who have used
this facility so far have praised
it.

Travellers now experience
no long queues or manual
clearance in just 30 seconds
without delays, he added.

The minister alsosaid that
approximately 3lakh travellers
have registered on the portal,
of which 265 lakh have uiilised
it during travel, and efforts
should be made tocontinuously
increase this number.

Shah said that under the
leadership of PM Modi, over
the past 11 years, there has
been significant increase in
international passenger traffic.

He said the next stage of
enhancing travellers’
convenience, aligning with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of Speed, Scale,
and Scope, starts today with
this programme.
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Shah: Max airports
must have fast-track
immigration model

programme added seven
more airports covering

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Launching the
‘fast track immigration-
traveller  pro-
gramme’
(FTI-TTP),
which en-
ables faster
mimigra-
tion of pre-
verified
flyers through automated e-
gates, at five more interna-
tional airports in the coun-
try, home minister Amit
Shah on Thursday suggest-
ed that its coverage be maxi-
mised by enabling resident
Indians and Overseas Citi-
zens of India (OCT) to sign
up for FTI-TTP at the state
of issuing of passports or
0OCIcards itself.

With the inclusion of
Lucknow, Amritsar, Thiru-
vananthapuram, Tiruchi-
rappalli and Kozhikode in-
ternational airports, the
number of airports covered
under the programme has
risentol3.

First launched at Delhi
airport in June 2022, the

trusted

Mumbai, Chennai, Kolka-
ta, Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Eochiand Ahmedabad —in
Jan this vear. Shah said the
facility will be available at
the upcoming Navi Mum-
bai and Jewar airports as
well.

Addressing the FTI-TTP
inauguration event at the
five airports through video-
conference, the home min-
ister said around 3 lakh per-
sons had registered under
the programme and over 2.6
lakh travellers, hoth in-
bound and outbound, had
availed of it, enabling them
to clear immigration in 30
seconds, with no long
queues or manual checks.

“The next phase of the
effort toenhance passenger
convenience by integrating
PM MNarendra Modi’s vision
of ‘speed, scale, and scope’
into the FTI-TTP is starting
from today,” he said, adding
that the programmealsoin-
troduces foreign travellers
to the positive changes tak-
ingplace in India.
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low Takeoff For Fast-Track -

Sunny.Baski@®timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: The biometric-based
Fast Track Immigration (FTI) system,
launched in June 2024 to reduce immi-
gration waiting times from nearly 30
minutes to just a few seconds via auto-
mated e-gates, has seen limited uptake
so far By Dec 2024, only 19,000 travel-
lers had signed up for the programme.

The Fast Track Immigration -
Trusted Travellers Programme (FTI-
TTP), introduced by the ministry of
home affairs, was rolled out at key
airports, including Mumbai, Chen-
nai, Kolkata, Bengaluru, Hvderabad,
Kochi and Ahmedabad. Designed to
provide a faster and more efficient
immigration clearance process, the
system targets frequent flvers and el-
igible passengers.

ENROLMENT DIFFICULT

According to officials at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport (RGLA),
enrolment is proving difficult, as
travellers can currently submit their
biometric details only at select For-
eigners Regional Registration Offices
(FRROs) or a limited number of air-
ports, such as Hyderabad, Bengaluru
and Delhi.

“Many passengers are unaware of
the programme’s advantages and the
fact that registration is free. At the
same time, traditional immigration
counters continue to face staff short-
ages, creating long queues at both ar-
rival and departure. Greater adoption

| it
Many passengers are unaware of the programme’s
advantages and the fact that registration is free. At the same
time, traditional immigration counters continue to face staff
\Shortages. creating long queues — Senior RGIA official

= To enrol

must complete
online registration
by entering their
details & uploading
required documents
on the portal

eBiometric =3
\J

in the E data of @
programme, ) registered o
applicants applicants will be

captured either

at the Foreigners
Regional Registration
Office (FRRO) or
while passing
through the airport

® Registered travellers will need to
scan their airline-issued boarding

pass at the e-gate, followed by t
scanning their passport

® At both arrival & departure points,
passengers' biometrics will be authenticated
at the e-gates

» Once authentication is successful, the
e-gate will open automatically 1
and immigration clearance will be
considered granted

o

of the FTI system will help reduce
congestion, improve efficiency, and
provide a smoother travel experience
across airports in India,” said a senior
RGIA official.

Industry experts highlight the
need for broader accessibility They
suggest enabling biometric capthure at
Passport Seva Kendras, which already

operate nationwide, to make registra-
tion easier. Alongside an awareness
drive, this step could significantly
increase adoption and strengthen In-
dia’s position in global travel facilita-
tion.

“Several international hubs such
as Singapore, Doha, Dubal and Bang-
kok have already adopted digital im-

migration solutions such as passport
scans and facial recognition, allow-
ing passengers to clear immigration
swiftlv Implementing similar technol-
ogy In India can transform passenger
experience and bring the country in
line with international standards,”™
sald Anil Rao, secretary of the Airline
Pilots’ Association of India.
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Over 200 Air India passengers
deplaned after AC failure

TG NETWORK

HEW DELH

More than 200 passengers
ona Singapore-hound Ajr
India fight had 1o deboard
after sitting inside the air-
craft for neady two hours
without air conditioning at
the Delhi airport.

Flight AI2380, oper-
ated with a Boeing T87-9
Direamliner, was scheduled
to depart around 11 pm on
Wiethnesday bt e dielays
due to techinical issues, Ac-
cording toa PTI journalist
onboard, the aircrafl’s air
ronditioning system and
electric supply were not
fumc tioming.

Pagsengers remained in-
side the aircraft for neady
two hours belore being
asked todeboard and neturn
to the terminal building.
The crew, however, did not
provide any specific expla-

--"l""“-----._____‘_‘_'._dL

Representational Image

Flight AI2380, operatedwith a Boeing
7879 Dreamliner, was scheduled to
depart around 11 pmon Wednesday but
Jaced delays due to leclhnical issues.

nation for the deplaning,
Adr India has not issued a

statement on the incident.

Meamwhile, video clips ar-

culating on social media

showed passemgers lmning
themselves with newspa-
pers amd magazines as they
waited insde the grounded
aircraft.
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Settlement with CAP to help
secure $89.5 mn liquidity: Spicejet

PTI
NEW DELHI
—_—

Domestic carrier Spicelet on
Thursday said its settlement
with global aircraft leasing and
financing firm Carlyle Aviation
Partners (CAP) for the restruc-
turing of the airdine’s certain
lease dues to the tune of USD
12118 million will help it secure
USD 89.5 million liquidity and
SUPPOrt its onEoing restructur-
ing efforts. The settlement
agreement with CAP also pro-
vides for a mechanism under
which, in the eventlessorsreal-
ise proceeds above USD 50-
million from the sale of the
issued shares, a portion of such

excess will be applied to offset
future lease obligations, the air-
line said.

The agreement unlocks USD
786 million in cash mainten-
ance reserves and USD 8.9 mil-
lion in credits, Spicelet said ina
statement. The settlement is in
conjunction with the issuance
of equity shares aggregating to
USD 50 million, Spicelet saidin
a stalement

Significantly, this comes

amid the Gurugram-head-
quartered airline providing Rs
32 crore as an interest-free
advance © its Chairman and
Managing Director Ajay Singh
in 202425, and the amount is
being adjusted from his
monthly salary

The airline however, termed
the move as “not prejudicial o
its interest.” The airline in the
statement also said that the
promoter  will  have the
optionjopportunity  to pur-
chase such Equity Shares on
mutually agreed terms upon
the expiryof the statutory lock
in period and any additional
lock-in period contractually
agreed between the parties.
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SpiceJet aircraft loses wheel
during take-off, lands safely

MNeha LM Tripathi

iteryiBhundms srlimey rom

NEW DELHI: O of the Eandi
gear's wieels of a Sploedet nirer
with 75 poople on board detached
asthe jet departed from Kandlafor
s jourmey 1o Muamdsi on Friday,
mriggering a full emergency at s
thstination where it eveniually
isade a safie landing

The wheel that sepamted was
o of tveami thee right rear landing,
g, i i e 1 Digght wilwen e
Kandla alr traffic control spotied
an obect i from the plane
ety afler !.|lu.'-ul[ Oilicials
confirmed the [mblen wheel and
metal rings were lder recoversd
[roen the rufry,

“Kandlo ATC saw something
falfing down Immedinbely after the
Right's depasture. They then okl
the pilor and sent the ATC jecp 1o
fetch the [nben item,” an Airports
Authority of India olfcial said.

A video shot by one of the pas-
sengers shows the crucial
e, with the porson recond-
Irg it heard repeatedly exclniming
i diskwefie: “wheel nikal gaya (the
wiieed his corme off),

At Mumbad, fire tenders and
rescue ieams waiked on bigh alert
as e ﬂquIL S0-2406, el I
Il salishy om Rurmwey 37 ar .50
pm. “An aircraft from Kandla
el o emergency binding al
Chénirapad Shivadl Mahara) Inier-
natborsal Adrport afber meporting o
techimical issoe A Jull ermergency
ws doclared os a procaution. The
nircraft landed safely on RBunway
7 wCSMIA spokiesperson saicl,

The plane involved was o Bom-
barilier 400, a jet ly]:l.mllg st
[ar slmrt-dastance: regional Rights,
I waas grounched after the incdent.

A olficial sabd the mcident did
il el ik i o Serous oulcome
bevnuse the wheel separsted jusi
as the plane lified off the ground.
Tty the lnnding sear wis

A video grab shows the plane

ot Mummibai ni with the
daringed lamding gear.

retracting boose al which it was
able 1o End salely,” this persan
explained, psbdngmod o be namod.

Spicedet comfirmed the inddent
im o Stabement; “On Seplemmber K2
anouterwheel of o Spleelet Q400
il aperuting from Kandia o
Ml was foard ot e rumsway
after take-off. The alrcraft condn-

el s jourmey to Mumbai and |

lanclend safiely, Folliowing o smmooth
Inniding, the alrerafi mded o the
terminad, sl adl ruwrn;wrs s
b bed norrma

Hptation experis emphasised
the seriowsness of the incident
while acknowledging the safery
systems that prevented disaster.

“Wheel coming off is a serious
incident but dpce the whed
asserily has rwo wheels, and one
vaus nftwched it saved the day,” o
T Diredorate General of Civil
Aerntion offlcial said, asking not o
bee mamed. Bt if one came out, the
onlleer ool Bave oorme oul o0,

A former adrline official sug-
geshod the pilol’s decision-making
wis soudd: "This is a sefous inci-
dient aned that's wiy the pliog must
tuarve diecicled fo kard in Mumbai
rather thon Innding back in
Kandla. They must have thought
that Mumbai k= equipped with

lemggeer runvwany which is better |

lard at sueh dificult momenis.”
The incident adds o rocemt
techivical Bsues Baced |y Spicedel
alreraft. InJuly, awindow frame of
a Spicelet adrcraft operating from
a0 Pune came of ] during Bight

PROBE REPORT IN
AIR INDIA PLANE
CRASH LIKELY TO BE
OUT BY YEAR-END

Neha LM Tﬂpi‘ui

swbal tripthiBh e cos

NEW DELHI: A firal probe report
It the June 12 Ajr India plane
crash s expected to e released by
thir yessr-end, aillbcials [nmdEs with
the matter sabd, even as the three-
micmih dessdline set fora high-level
i corsLitubed] by e Centre o
reviiev saliety prosocols and submit
it report endhed on Friclay,

O Jumee 12, Adr Indlis’s Boeting
TET-Balromft en route to London
froen Ahmaedabad crashed mioa
Iilcling soon after take-off, kilEng
260 people, induding 19 poogle on
the ground. Ot of the 242 people
onbaard, ooe passeriger sirviaed.

“Thie Investigation is progress
g, well nud ek il reeport will be
tade puibiic before dusyear ends”

| anoffical sald

While the Aircraft Accident
Investigition  Buresis (AALR)
which Is leading the probe Into

| Inda's chuadtiest crash in three dec-

ades, did nat respond iy HTs

| query on the tinmeling. civil svintion

minister Ram Mohan  Naidu
receirly said thal the repoct may
ke four o five months

MM has so fiwr issued o prelimi
iy pepot, which poinited womeil-
tipke poasible fuctors in the scoonds
leafing up o the crush,

B the techivical poobe, the
Cenireset upa high-level comimir-
tee i review safcty protocals. I
wikd Ensked with submining its
reprort within three months, b
the deadiine passed on Fridoy.
“The comiiie: regquines in-depdh
stucly of the subject and hence will
requine some tme,” anather offi
cial said.
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GOVT PLANNING
ARTIFICIAL RAIN
TRIALS MID-OCT,
SAYS MINISTER

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment is preparing to conduct
an artificial-rain trial by Octo-
ber 15 and will write to the
meteorological department for
monsoon withdrawal updates
to apply for a new time win-
dow,

The city environment
department has been actively
monitoring atmospheric condi-
tions and has asked the India
Meteorelogical Department
(IMD) for updates on the mon-
soon status and withdrawal
date, so that it can apply to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) for a new time
window for clond-seeding.

Delhi environment minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa told PTI1
that the department will con-
duct the trial after monsoon to
ensure the best output. He said
once there is some clarity from
the weather department, they
will again write to the DGCA to
seek the necessary approvals
for conducting these opera-,
tions safely.

Sirsa further said the final
time window is likely to be
decided by atmospheric data
trends and a scientific assess-
ment of cloud conditions, em
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o
PROBE REPORT IN
AIR INDIA PLANE
CRASH LIKELY TO BE
OUT BY YEAR-END

Neha LM Tripathi

ettt pa thi@hdlive com

INEW DELHI: A final probe repart
into the June [2 Air India plane
crash is expected i be released by
the year-end. officials famdliar with
the matter said, even as the thnee-
manth diesdline set for a high-level
panel constituted by the Centre o
review safety protocols and submit
its report ended on Friday,

On June L2 Adr India’s Boving
747-8 alreraft en rowie 1o London
from Ahmedabad crashed intoa
bsibeding soom after mke-off, killing
260 people. including 19 people on
the ground. Out of the 242 people
ombord, one passener survived.

“Thee bnrvestigation is progress
g woell aund the fimal report will be
imache puiblic before the vear ends”
am official saudd

While the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIR),
which is leading the probe into
Inckin's chmeltiest crash in three doc-
ades, did not respond o HT's
queery on the tmetine, civil avistion
minister Ram Mohan Naidu
recently sabd that the report mary
lake four tofive months,

AAIB has=o far Esoed o predimi-
nary repoet, which poimiod tomd
liphe possible hotors in the scoonds
ladiing wip o the crash

Besides the technical probe. the
Centre setupa high-hevel commit-
tee to review safety protocols, It
was tmsked with submitting its
repart within thiree months, but
the dewsdline passed on Friday.
“The commitiee reguines in-depth
stucky of the subjoet and henoe will
require some time.” another off-
clal sadd,
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{ AVIATION REFORM, AMID RESISTANCE }

A new licensing system that will shake up pilot training

Anjuli
Bhargava

ndian aviation finds itself at

the crossroads— again. Cur-

rently, the country of 1.4 bil-

lion is being serviced by a
total of 850-odd aircraft (many
are grounded due to various
constraints at any point) but by
2040, based on the aircraft on
order, another 1,200 should be
added to the country’s total fleet
strength.

The shortage of commanders
and pilots to operate this fleet is
already at around 15-20% as per
industry estimates, and is
expected to rise as airlines begin
to induct their new aircraft.
Consulting firm CAPA has esti-
mated that India will need
another 10,000 new captains in
the next decade, till 2034. Air-
bus has further projected that
the country — based on its
present aircraft orders — will
require 34,000 new pilots by the
vear 2040,

[ndividual airlines are also
fearing an acute shortage that
could throw their plans awry as
they go forward. IndiGo, the
country’s largest airline, which
currently has around 5300 com-
manders and first officers (with
around 400 under training at
any point) expects to double this
by 2030 based on current [leet
induction plans.

The Tata group has recently
announced plans to set up a new
academy to prepare crew for its
own growing needs for all the
carriers under their fold.

Airline executives also say

that unlike in the past when
commanding an aireraft was
considered a glamorous and a
coveted career, today's young
people have a plethora of
options with equally lucrative
salaries. “We have seen the
enthusiasm wane when we
make campus pitches”, says a
senior IndiGo manager.

To overcome this yawning
gap, airlines have thrown their
weight behind a new pathway —
a multi-crew pilots licence —
which would alter the way pilots
are trained in India currently.
The existing system of training
and readying pilots is such that
pilots train on smaller aircraft
and earn a commercial pilot's
licence (CPL). CPL licence hold-
ers then have to undergo extern-
sive training to work in a com-
meercial airliner.

India has long had a shortage
of CPL training organisations
and a large number of aspirants
travel overseas to the US and
other countries to earn the
licence. After this they apply and
hope to get picked up by one of
the Indian commercial airlines
to undergo extensive training to
be fit to fly as first officer.

While CPL training within
India has gone up, the current
process is likely to worsen the
shortage as can be seen from the
data. In 2020, 574 CPL licences
were issued. This number rose
by 49%, 35% and 47% for the
next three years but 2024 has
seen a drop in the number of
CPL licences issued.

The multi-crew licence was
introduced by ICAO in 2006 and
is now accepted in almost 50
countries including several

European ones, UAE, UK and
many in South East Asia includ-
ing Malaysia and Thailand.
While India has so far desisted
from joining the many countries
who have adopted this, in July
the director general of civil avia-
tion (DGCA) set up a committee
to examine the move.

The matter was previously
examined in detail by a commit-
tee set up in 2017, which recom-
mended permitting multi-crew
licensing and suggested ways of
improving the existing licensing
system as well.

With the pandemie, the entire
matter was put on the back
burmer but in view of the growth
in aviation post pandemic, the
expected crew shortage has
fuelled a relook.

Why airlines argue it's
the way forward
The multi-crew Heensing system
is an airline-led programme
involving three entities : the air-
line, the flying training organi-
sation (FTO) and the Aircraft
Training Organisation (which
provides simulator training) and
is a competency based pro-
gramme that allows the copilots
to train in a multi-crew environ-
ment right from the beginning
of their training, Instead of start-
ing on a small, single engine air-
cralt, the new licence qualifies
the holder to perform co-pilot
duties on aeroplanes operated
with more than one pilot,
What this effectively means is
that the trainee will do 40-80
hours of basic flying (some solo
and cross country) and then will
do almost 140-180 hours of
intense simulator based train-

Airlines have thrown their weight behind a new pathway, a multi-
crew pilots licence, which would alter the way pilots are trained. p1

ing. “As things stand, a pilot
undergoing training learns what
he requires to know in about 70
hours of flying on a single
engine plane and then he fies
around with little clear purpose
to tot up his hours to 200 but the
learning is very little”, explains a
senior IndiGo executive.

In contrast, the MPL allows
“competency based training”
which would train the pilot as
per the specific airline's needs in
the nine competencies required
right from day one instead of
“wasting time chalking up flying
hours”. A senior Air India exec-
utive says that MPL will improve
safety practices as currently air-
lines typically put CPL holders
who have trained on single
engine aeroplanes after a bit of

training into a very advanced
fly-by-wire cockpit, which is not
ideal. He argues that MPL has
phases and takes the candidate
through intensive emergency
situations in a rigorous manner
and that candidates are ready
for the role of first officer after a
few sectors of line-oriented
flight training with extensive
simulator usage. Moreover, the
integration with a specific air-
line is built in from the start.

The naysayers

The move has been resisted by
FTOs, sections of pilots and
some pilot associations who see
this new system as nothing more
than a “cost saving” proposal by
airlines who are trying to
squeeze out more profits from a

business known for its thin mar-
gins although airlines argue that
the cost saving if any atall would
be negligible. In fact they argue
that the airline would be more
deeply vested and invest more
tirme and effort in each candidate
since MPL is an airline led pro-
gramime.

“Pilots need actual flying
experience and such extensive
use of simulators cannot replace
the actual flying” says Jati Dhil-
lon, a former senior commander
and managing director of GATL,
a flying school. He argues that
the fact that countries like the US
and Canada do not allow MPL
means that it is a sub-optimal
solution to a problem of scarcity,

Dhillon fears that the move to
MPL could spell the death knell
for the 38-odd FTOs across India
including the government
owned IGRUA, an argument the
airlines rubbish,

They argue that the CPL sys-
temn would still continue and that
flying schools can produce more
CPL holders with the same num-
ber of aircraft since candidates
only need to do around 70 hours
of llying instead of 200. "On the
contrary, before a candidate goes
in for a MPL licence, he in any
case has to do 70 hours of flying
in a smaller aircraft so the sys-
tem would exist in parallel”, says
an airline executive.

Several senior commanders
including former IAF personnel
echo the view that MPL gradu-
ates risk becoming “flight man-
agers” for a specific aircraft type
rather than fully developed avia-
tors with a keener and nuanced
understanding of piloting in real
life situations.

“If we want to place good
managers in the cockpit instead
of skilled aviators, then this
might be the way to go”, saysa
senior Air India commander
who has been a flight instructor
for years now. He argues that too
much reliance on automation
has its own pitfalls, as we have
seen of late in several safety inci-
dents and accidents.

According to a former DGCA
chief, this is nothing but the clas-
sic divide between the old and
the new and the usual resistance
to change.

“MPL training relies more
heavily on simulator and multi-
crew training, with less solo fly-
ing in actual aircralt and will
lead to reduced manual flying
skills. Many of the old guard
oppose an overdependence on
automation and would rather
stick to the tried and tested
model”, he explains,

Resistance to change, he says,
is at the crux of this but to argue
that it is not tested is not true
since the licensing system has
been working across countries
and airlines since 2013 with no
clear negative repercussions.

Other glaring gaps
While MPL is being viewed asa
“fait accompli” since the matter
was studied by a committee in
2017 that endorsed it. the regula-
tory and oversight framework
needs to be worked out carefully,
say airline executives,
Meanwhile, commanders and
crew across airlines point to
many other reforms that need to
be looked into by DGCA includ-
ing the system of expiry of pilot
licences.

In some ICAOQ member coun-
tries, the authorities issue non-
expiring licences and the regula-
tor only has to ensure that the
licence holder meets the recency
and competency criteria.

“This would obviate a lot of
harassment faced by crew cur-
rently as getting one’s licence
renewed by DGCA officials isa
big pain point and a leverage for
the officials involved”, says a
senior commander. This is also
an area of petty corruption as
many DGCA officers use this to
arm twist, seek small monetary
favours from or generally harass
a pilot.

Another demand and recom-
mendation of the 2017 commit-
tee is that DGCA follow the sys-
tem established by ICAO regard-
ing type-ratings/class ratings for
both aeroplanes and helicopters,
which is based on single-pilot
and two/multi-pilot operation
instead of type-rating for individ-
ual aircraft, based on weight cat-
egories of aircraft. This will also
obviate the need for individual
type-rating for every aircraft,
which causes additional work-
load.

Crew and other airline execu-
tives allege that several of the
proposed reforms remain on
paper as the DGCA and its offi-
cials do not want to lose their
relevance and control and would
like to maintain the status quo,
But, as the saying goes, in an
ever changing world, change is
the only constant.

Anfoeli Bhargava writes about gov-

ertance, infrastructure, and the
social sector,

The views expressed are personal
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Develop airstrips
in Uttarkashi and

Chamoli, Dhami
urges Centre

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, SEPTEMEER1Z

UTTARAKHAND CHIEF Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami Friday met
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu in
New Delhi and urged him to de-
velop airstrips in Chamoli and
Uttarkashi to promote smallair-
craft operations.

The Chief Minister told the
Union Minister about the state's
plan to resume helicopter serv-
ices for the Char Dham Yatra af-
ter the monsoon season, calling
them “extremely important for
elderly, differently abled, and in-
firm pilgrims”.

Dhami informed Maidu that
in the hilldistricts, air connectiv-
ityis not only necessary butcrit-
ical from the perspective of
tourism, civilian movement, and
disaster management. He re-
quested the development of the
Gauchar (Chamoli) and
Chinyalisaur  (Uttarkashi)
airstrips for small aircraft oper-
ationsand their connection with
Delhi, Dehradun, and Hindon.

He said this would enhance
facilities for the Char Dham Yatra
and ease the supply of essential
goods in mountainous areas.

SThelndiank
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Delhi plans artificial rain
experiment by mid-Oct

NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-
ernment is preparing to con-
duct an artificial-rain trial by
Oictober 15 and will write to the
meteoralogical department for
monsoon withdrawal updates o
apply for a new time window.
The city government’s envi-
ronment J::p.a:tmrnl has been
actively monitoring atmospheric
conditions and has asked the
meteorological department
{Mausam Vibhag) for updates
on the monsoon status and
withdrawal date, so that it can
apply to the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation for a new
time window for doud-seeding
operations. Delhi Environment
minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa
told PTT that the department will

conduet the trial after monsoon
to ensure the best output. He
added that once there is some
darity from the weather depart-
ment, they will again write to
the DGCA to seek the neces-
sary appmm]s for chdu.chnE
these operations safely.

Sirsa further said the final
time window is likely to be
decided on the basis of atmo-
spheric data trends and a sci-
entific assessment of doud
conditions. The government’s
proactive approach aims to
address concerns related o
dwindling groundwater lev-
els and rising air pollution in
the national G.pita] post mon-
soon. The artificial-rain initia-
tive will be conducted under

strict supervision, with detailed
reports from the Mausam Vib-
hag guiding the process. At a
press conference in July, Sirsa
had announced that the date
for the trial was postponed due
to the arrival of monsoon. The
trial was deferred till August-
end as rain may not provide
ideal conditions and can pre-
vent the desired results, The trial,
which was initially scheduled
to be held between July 4 and
11, has now been rescheduled.
Following consultations with
meteorological experts and in
light of the current weather pal-
terns, the project leam proposed
a revised window — Aug 30 1o
Sept 10— when monsoon activ-
ity was expected to recede. M
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SPICEJET PLANE'S WHEEL FALLS OFF
AFTER TAKE-OFF FROM KANDLA

In a major scare, a Mumbai-bound Spice et Q400
plane's wheel fell off after take-off from Kandla airpon
on Friday and the aircraft with 75 people snboard
made an emergency landing here, according to
officials. The aircraft landed safely at 3.51 pm and all
passengers and crew are safe, Mumbai airport operator
MIAL said. Operations at the alrpan were briefly
impacted. The flight departed at 2.38 pm against the
scheduled time of 1.25 pm from Kandla and landed in
Mumbai at 3.51 pm, as per information available on
flight tracking website Flightradar24_Com.
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AmitShahinaugurates
fast-trackimmigration
facilitiesatfiveairports

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Dellid, 11 Septenber

Union Home Minister Amit
Shahon Thursday inaugurated
the Fast Track Immigration -
Trusted Traveller Programme
(FTI-TTP) at Lucknow,
Thinmvananthapuram, Trichy;
Kozhikode, and Amritsar
airports through video
conferencing fromthe national
capital

The Eacility was first launched
in 2024 from Delhi, followed
by its implementation at
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,
Bengaluru, Kochi, and
Ahmedabad airports, and
now, five new airports have
been added.

Shah, as per an official
statement, said that it will
not only enhance the
convenience of travellers but
also provide an opportunity
to introduce them to the
changes taking place in the
country.

The FTT'TTPis a programme
thatenhances both convenience
and national security, the
minister said after inaugurating
the facility.

The minister said that the
process is now operational

at a total of 13 airports
simultaneously.

He also added that the
Ministry of Home Affairs has
planned to integrate this
programme with the upooming
Navi Mumbai and Jewar
airports,

The minister mentioned
that all those who have used
this facility so far have praised
it.

Travellers now experience
no long queues or manual
checking, receiving immigration
clearance in just 30 seconds
without delays, he added.

The minister also said that
approximatdy 3 lakh trvellers
have registered on the portal,
ofwhich 265 lakh haveutilised
it during travel, and efforts
should be made tocontimuously
increase this number.

Shah said that under the
leadership of PM Modi, over
the past 11 years, there has
been significant increase in
intemational passenger traffic.

He said the next stage of
enhancing travellers'
convenience, aligning with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi'svision of Speed, Scale,
and Scope, starts today with
this programme.

' Fri, 12 September 2025
Emsmsm https://epaper.thestate @
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SpiceJet plane loses a wheel
on take-off but lands safely

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: A  Mumbai-
bound Spicedet aireraft's
wheel rolled off during
take-off roll at Gujarat’s
Kandlaon Friday The pilots
continued with the flight,
and the aircraft landed safe-
v at Mumbai airport where
a ‘full emergency’ was de-
clared as a precaution. No
injuries were reported.

The incident occurred
around 240pm when the
aireraft was speedingfor de-
parture from runway 23 of
Kandla airport. The Bom-
bardier DHC-8-400 has a tri-
cycle landing gear system
with a total of six wheels —
two wheels on the nose gear
and two main wheels on
each of the main landing
gear A video of the inci-
dent, taken by a passenger
on board, showed the outer
wheel of the right hand side
landing gear roll off just as
the aircraft lifted off the
runway. The errant wheel
could be seen rolling off the
runway into the unpaved
portion, while the aircraft
climbed and the lone re-
maining wheel on the right

A video grab of the incident

retracted into the landing
gear bay A man could be
heard saying, “Wheel nikal
gaya"” (Wheel came off).
“During take-off, the
tower controller at Kandla
air traffic control observ-
&d a black eoloured hig ob-
ject separating from the
aircraft. A jeep sent for in-
spection found an intact
wheel and metal rings,”
said a source. An aireraft
maintenance  engineer
said a wheel could come
off becauseof anumberof
reasons, such as problem
with the locking device,
under-torqued axle nut,
bearing seizure, improper

wheel installation or fa-
tigue leading to failure of
retention hardware,

SpiceJet confirmed the
incident. “An outer wheel
of a SpiceJet Q400 aircraft
operating from Kandla to
Mumbai was found at the
runway after take-off. The
aircraft continued its
journey to Mumbai and
landed safely,” said a Spi-
cedet spokesperson.

A Mumbai airport spo-
kesperson said an aireraft
from Kandla madeanemer-
gency landing at 3.51pm, af
ter the pilots reported a
technical issue. “A full
emergency was declared as
a precaution. The aircraft
landed safely onrunway 27.
Normal operations re-
sumed shortly after” In a
‘full emergency’, medical
and emergency services
such as fire brigades, am-
bulances are on standby
when the aircraft lands.

Last Sept, the Indian
aviation regulator had
placed Spicedet under
enhanced surveillance
after a special audit found
deficiencies in its engi-
neering facilities.
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Delhi govt plans
artificial rain
trial by mid-Oct

Mew Delhi: Dalhi govt is plan-
ning toconduct an artificial ra
i Erial by Ot 15

T enviranment depart-
ment has been monitoring the
atmoepheric conditions. 1t has
asked the Met department for
upukartiss on erorisonn sbrusand
withalrawal date, so that I can
apply to the Directorate Gene-
ral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
for o new time window fo start
elaud ssding operations.

Environment minlstier
Maminder Singh Sirsa =aid
that the department will con
duet the trind after monsoon to
arnsiire best oltpil, He, hoase
ver, sabl the final thme wrindow
5 likely to be decided on the
hasi=s of atmospheric dota
tremds aml scientific assess
ment ol claud cond i losns.

The initiative aims to add-
ress concerns  related to
dwindling groundwaier be-
vielsamd Fisingair pollition in
the csapital pest monsoon.

Ata press conference in Ju-
IxSirsahad announced that the
date for the trial had boen post.
e duetothearrivalof mon
swart, The irial was then defer-
red till Aug-end a5 rain may not
provide ideal comditions and
i prevend the desioed mesults

Thi= operation s to be con
ducted by IT-Hanpur's de
partment of aerospace engl-
nearing, in coordination with
axperts from Indian Institute
of Tropleal Meteoralogy, Pu-
ne. and India Metearologlenl
Department, using & Cessna
206-H airoraft (VT-ITT)

Al nocessary authorisa
thoms, Ineluding  serial-work
clearance from DGCA, have al-
ready been obtnined. The ape-
ration will Fllow all safety and
environmental  guidelies,”
Sirsa sald earlier, adding that
no photographer will be allo-
wed during the process in
complianoe with stamdard ape
rating prooslunes, sm
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Akasa Air plans
move to T2

Ahmedabad: Akasa Air is
set to move its operations
from Terminal 1 (T1) to Ter-
minal 2 (T2) of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel Internatio-
nal (SVPI)airport by 2026,

Sources said the reloca-
tion is part of a wider effort
to optimise passenger move-
ment and operational effici-
ency, particularly as Termi-
nal 2 undergoes significant
expansion to function as a
fully integrated hub for both
domestic and international
flights. While an official date
for Akasa Air's shift has not
been announced, sources in-
dicate the move will align
with the airport’s long-term
strategy to boost operatio-
nal efficiency. Ty
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Al, IndiGo fly 24 flights,
ferry 2.8k passengers

Air Indiaand IndiGo
operated 12 flights each
between India (mostly Delhi)
and Kathmandu on Thursday,
ferrying about 2,800
passengers. Al operateda
Delhi-Kathmandu-Delhi flight
on Wednesday night,
transporting about 300
people. All of Al's flights on
Wednesday and Thursday
were between Delhiand
Kathmandu. IndiGo operated
three return flights between
Delhi and Kathmandu and one
between Mumbaiand
Kathmandu. Italso operateda
Delhi-Kathmandu-Visak-
hapatnam-Tirupati-Delhi
charter-cum-additional
commercial flight. tun
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