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CONSENT GIVEN
FOR ACQUISITION
OF LAND FOR
BUILDING AIRPORT
IN VALMIKINAGAR

Sandeep Bhaskar

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

BETTIAH: Giving a boost to the
proposed upgradation of the
existing airstrip into a full-
fledged airport at Valmikinagar,
the West Champaran district
administration on Saturday
secured the consent of 15 identi-
fied landowners for the acquisi-
tion of land required for the air-
port in West Champaran, offi-
cials said.

In an official statement,
issued on Saturday, the district
administration said of the 18
landowners, the consent of the
15 have been secured under the
state’s land purchase policy for
acquiring the required land for
the acquisition of land at a three
special camp which began on
July 1. The expansion plan
includes the construction of a
new terminal building and
extension of the airport on its
southern side.

“Efforts are underway to
secure the approval of the
remaining three within the stip-
vlated timeframe,” said the
statement.

Aiming to enhance tourism
and improve access to the sce-
nic Valmikinagar landscape, the
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) has set the ball rolling to
upgrade the existing airstrip
into a full-fledged airport at Val-
mikinagar in Bihar's West
Champaran district.

The agency has already pre-
pared a detailed master plan for
the project.
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Entry to 136-yr-old
Kol airport mosque
stopped mdeﬁmtely

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Subhro Niyogi | Tiw

Kolkata: Entry to the 136-ye-
ar-old Bankra mosque, loca-
ted within the operational
area of Kolkata airport, has
been stopped indefinitely, air-
port authorities said Sunday,
citing security concerns over
allowing access solely on the
basis of Aadhaar cards.

On Saturday, authorities
had said access to the Gourl-
pur Jame Masjid would re-
mainsuspended fortwodays
after rain damaged the app-
roachroad, necessitatingur-
gent repairs. They had said
devotees would be allowed to
offer prayers from Monday
if the repairs were comple-
ted on schedule.

“The repair work is
complete, but permission to
offer namaz at the mosque
cannot be granted at present
because of security con-
cerns raised by the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS),"” a senior Kolkata
airportofficial said.

On Sunday, CISF person-
nel reportedly told worship-
pers they had not received
any further instructions

CM Suvendu Adhikari said gates
of an installation that had critical
geo-political importance couldn't
be kept open for outsiders

from the Alrports Authority
of India (AAI) regarding rec-
pening the gate.

The mosque now stands
about 165 metres north of the
secondary runway and near-
Iy 150 metres inside the air-
port boundary following suc-
cessive airport expansions.
The prescribed minimum
distance for any structure
from a runway is 240 metres.

CM Suvendu Adhikari
said gates of an installation
that had critical geo-politi-
cal importance couldn’t be
kept open for outsiders

UInion minister Sukanta
Majumdar said Sunday, “Ear-
lier; no govt took any action
because of appeasement poli-
tics. What is the big issue if
the mosque is shifted?”
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NO SANCTION | Govt agencies have distanced themselves from the drone survey

Minister says no talks yet on
Aranmula airport revival

HD Bureau
KOCHI

Higher Education Minister
Roji M John said on
Saturday that the govern-
ment had neither discussed
nor initiated any action to
revive the controversial
Aranmula airport project.
John’s cdarificadon fol-
lowed questions over a pri-
vate drone survey conduct-
ed at the proposed airport
site in Pathanamthitta dis-
trict. The exercise, under-
taken at the instance of
landowner K J Abraham
Kalamannil, has triggered
political opposition and re-
newed environmental con-
cerns more than a decade
after the original proposal
was halted. “This issue has

Private drone mapping has revived scrutiny of the
abandoned project, its wetland site and alleged access

to government records
———— e  — —

not come up for discussion
in the government since it
came to POWET, The Eovern-
ment has not taken any
steps or held any discus-
sions regarding it. Only if it
officially comes up before
the government can we
comment on it,”

John told reporters.

The ministers statement
sought to distance the ad-
ministration from
Kalamannils claim that the
girport could be revived
with government support.
Kalamannil, who is also
president of the Aranmula
Charitable Trust,

has said he controls about
400 acres in the project
area and would require
roughly another 1,000 acres
to pursue the plan.

The drone operation was
carried out by a private
company to map the land
and assess its physical fea-
tures. No government de-
partment has publicly con-
firmed authorising the sur-
vey or participating in it.

Questions have neverthe-
less emerged over allega-
tions that senior officials as-
sisted those behind the ex-
ercise. It has also been al-
leged that revenue depart-
ment files relating to the
project land were examined
through unofficial channels
by officials trusted by
Kalamannil. These claims

have not been substantiated
through publidy available
official documents, and the
government has not an-
nounced an ingquiry.

The survey has brought
the dormant airport pro-
posal back into public de-
bate because of the project
site’s environmental and le-
gal history. Large portions
of the land near the Pampa
river have been classified as
paddy fields and wetlands,
making any large-scale con-
struction subject tw strict
land-use and environmen-
tal safeguards.

Kummanam
Rajasekharan, who played a
prominent role in the agita-

tion against the original
proposal, has said the
project will

face strong resistance,
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Aera moves to shield flyers
from advance project costs

abheheh. lawiilivernnt com
NEWDIELHI

wanis to end a long-stand-

i practioe Dhat allows pri
vaie arpaortsta chirge passen
HUirs rlll‘ “I.I'r‘.'lﬁdr'llrll:lll.' Vislis
biesfres 41 ks ey,

The Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority of Tndia
(Al has proposed it aie-
poarts recover Ui cost ol major
expansion projects only after
thase fssets are completed amd
operational, instead of factor-
ing them into passenger char

I el s alrpowrt il regulitor

st Uhestort ofa trilfeyvele.
1M adopied, the move woulid
sbilll thas biralen of umdiing ale-
et expemsion from passen
ers to adrpart opersliors ikl
pregects are ready.

I June, Aeera beeggan consul
tations with airpor opermtors
and alrlines on levving the
tiser dlevelopment fee (LTDF)
only after projects at existing
alrports are commissioned,

Currently, alrports sulamii
capital expenditune and buasi-
nass plans o Aera amd, once
approved, can recover project

ST

W the propaial is implemented, Tunding b den lor enpanding
alfrports would shift to airport operators during construction,  «r

perrmmpted by large investmienn
s sulbenittod by Bengalurg
il Hyiloralid airpmsrts,

Thae Fabrfux-run Bengalurn
adrport hus proposed 118,635
erare of capex over live years,
while GMR-run Hydernbad
mirport plans nearky THLO0O0
crare of expansion by 2031,
Bath proposals are under
stihchaolder consultation.

Unidier the prrojpscsal, which
Acra calls an incremental
aggrregale revene redquine
ment (ARR), airpsorts would
begin recovering the cost of

costs  through major heosnfield
prassenger char-  Currently, airport  project=aniyalter
pos for up o five charges are e aesets beoome
VEGrs—even passed on to operational.

Telinras e siseistn mmm Alrprort opera-
irg  commis ticket prices, with ‘U anmue tha
stonel, “Ttis hogi- UDFg x change  would
cal that thess ranging alier  project

from ¥129 to ¥620

Lidggh-vaaliie cipis
[tems are foc
texredd in e tarddl
iletermmlnation from the time
thieses projocts gl capitalized
anaed paid b vise for passengens
and alrlines rather than con-
sidering s (project] value
wplresnd in the overall nggre
gl revenno  requirement
CARLR oF e fivee-viear eomitiol
preriemd,” saied Aera chudmmam
S.h.G. Rahate at the stakie-
haldier meeting held on 20
Jurwee. Mikit has seen a copy of
the minuies of the meeting.
Aiern sabd the propossl was

fiiiaichigg, Baiiga
lore Lt ermantbonvd
Alrport Lid
(BLALL whose capes proposal
s s wese | st ot b saicd
recovering costs after com
missboning would aiTect eash
Mo e Mimiging
director aml chivl exeeutive
Hari Murar describd it as “a
fdijor |:'!|.|l||_'1- 1o the waetil
determination process with o
sizable impoct on the wirpor
operators cash Jows,”
BIAL also argued that the
curreni framework discotira-
s delays by imposing a 1%

bty o prajects that miss
vomimissioning  (imielines,
A AL spokesporsasin sald
the tanll determination pro-
rirss s undierway

Adrpont tarddTs, inclucling the
UDF, landing charges and
parking charges paid by air
linves, are passed on 1o pesen-
pers throaggh ticket prices

The UDF already varies
wiitlély meross Indian nirports.
Dimmesiie departing passen-
gers, for instance, currently
oy TI20 ot Delhi, TI75 m
Mumbai and 1550 al Benga-
lurn, while newer alrports
stich as Noica and Navi Mumi-
bai have higher approved
UDFs of T490 and $620,
respectvely,

Rohate defended the
proposal by pointing 1o
earlier bt T periols i which
s recovered chares for
projects Hhat were never com
pleted within the [ive-year
ol |1|'rlr|-|!

“In earfier control perod
there have beéen instances
where same alrport opera-
tors.. ncluded  significant
Capmes itoenms, _sichich lor somse
poasons or oiher did not mare
Flillee during the sald five-
vear ool pericsd, but which
ot [actored inthe tariflsright
fronm the 1st year,” the mibnutes
cpuicobedd Db s saying.

For an extended version of
i sfory, go tolivemint.com
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Airport
mosque
entry bar

B CALCUTTA: Entry to the
mOsquLe at Caleutty
AlrpaTt Was stopped
from Saturday, officlally
because the approach
road was damaged by
heavy raln. However,
BOUTCRS Sl A comiral se
Curity agency had ratsed
conCerns over allowing
‘peaple tnko the shrine
based only on Aadhaar
cards. METRO
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Access to airport mosque halted

SANJAY \L-\."' DAL AND

Calcutta: Entry to the
mosgoe at Caleutta airport
wais stopped from Saturday,
officially becanss the ap-
proach road was damaged
by hesvy rain, However,
sourves suid a central se
eurily agency had reised
coneorns over allowing
people access based only on
Andhiar cards,

Till Friday, about 50
poople were allowed (o offer
pravers dt the mosgue overy
day In different slots after
showing their Andhnar
cards to the CISF, which
handles security at the
atrport,

“Starting Saturday, entry

to the mosgque was stopped
indefinitely hecanse the

approach road needs repair.

However, even after the
repair job is done, we are
not sure about providing
arcess because of secority
concer s raised by the
Burean of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS)," said a
souree in the eivil
aviation ministry.

The BCAS, the national
rogulatory anthority for
civil aviation security
under the Union
ministry of civil aviation,
rooenily wrote toairport
anthoritios guestioning
access being granted solely
on the basis of Aadhaar
cards,

“We are now awaiting
orders on whether to allow
access at all after the road
ia repaired. The question
is whether to allow acoess

throngh special passes or
stop entry permanently,"™
the souree in the aviation
ministry said.

The possibility of shift-
ing the mosgue has been on
the agenda since the BJP
formed the govermment in
Bongal. “ There have beon
discussions about the shift,
but no concrete decision has
bewn taloen vet,” the source
said,

The Bankra Mosque is
Tocated at the northern end
of the airport’s secondary
rUnwWay.

Tts relocation has also
been linked o the airport’s
expansion plans.

Caleutta airport is ex-
pected to reach saturation
by 2035, officlals sadd.

According to officials,
that timeline conld be

extenided if the mosque is
shifted and the secondary
runway upgraded.

“The mosgue poses &
Thmrdle fior the munway
safioly area. The secondary
runway shiould have a free
area of 240 metres bevond
the emd 1o offset the possible
daunger of an aircraft fwiling
to stop where it should.
The mosague s barely
160 metres fion the north-
orn end of the secondary
ruriwiy,” sald an alrport
SO,

The afrport’s passenger
handling capacity will
Inerense onee a new
termimal is bullt. However,
TUNWaY capacity muost
also expand, officials said,
and using the entire
romway length is crucial
T the plan,



AIRPORTS AUTH

ORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHT

13 JULY 2026

Duty Calls: Tourists Travelling To
Thailand Lead In Shopping At IGI

Most Shoppers Of Indian Diaspora; Liquor Remains Most Popular Segment

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Tourists travel-
ling to Thailand and other Asi-
an countries tend to spend mo-
re at Delhi airport’s duty-free
stores than those travelling to
the IS, an official said.

Singapore, Dubai and
London are the top interna-
tional routes in terms of du-
ty-lree sales.

“Tourists to the UUS are
mostly people who are visi-
ting their relatives or stu-
dents,” an official said. Anot-
her official said Southeast
Asia is a growing leisure
market, while the European
hub routes also generate
high duty-free spending from
passengers at Delhi airport.
This trend has remained con-
sistent over the past few ye-
ars after Covid.

“Duty-free sales are pri-
marily driven by a mix of
high-volume international
routes across key regions, in-
cluding the Middle East, Eu-
rope and Asia.

Both arrival and departu-
re traffic from major global
aviation hubs contribute sig-
nificantly to overall sales
performance,” a spokesper-
son for GMR Duty Free said.
The spokesperson added that

» Delhi Airport has one of

» |t provides a luxurious and
enriching shopping
experience to millions of
PassSengers every year

» Most customers are of
India diaspora

Top international routes in
duty-free sales

» Thailand .
» Singapore
» Dubai

» London

JET SET, SHOP|

India’s largest duty-free zones

Pl

» Liquor
» Beauty products
» Confectionery

Top-selling product categories

°s

» Fashion and If‘\
accessories

» Tobacco

Breakup of sales

Arrivals |

55-60%

+
+ Departures |
ﬁ'ﬂ 40-45%

performance at the
duty-free is further suppor-
ted by the curated product as-
sortment and value-added
services, including click and
collect, pre-order options,
premiumconcierge assistan-
ce, gifting solutions and se-
amless omnichannel shop-
ping, which enhance the ove-
rall customer experience.
The duty-free at Delhiair-

port is one of India’s largest
such zones, providing a luxu-
rious and enriching shop-
ping experience to millions
of passengers every year,
Most shoppers at the duty-
free section are tourists from
the Indian diaspora. Of the to-
tal sales here, around 55-60%
take place at arrivals, while
the remaining occur at the de-
partures, “Purchase partici-

pation varies across interna-
tional passenger segments
and travel direction. Arrivals
are largely Indian and diaspo-
ra shoppers, while departures
have a more mixed internatio-
nal composition. Conversion
is influenced by factorssuchas
traveller demographics, trip
purpose, seasonality, promo-
tional activity and the overall
retail proposition, resulting in

differing participation levels
across arrivals and departu-
res,” the spokesperson said.

Liquor remains the most
popular segment of the duty-
free facility, followed by beau-
ty products. The other top-sel-
ling product categories are
confectionery, fashion and ac-
cessories, and tobacco.
“Trends favour premium and
travel-retail-exclusive assort-
ments,” the spokesperson sa-
id. He added that the 2025-26fi-
nancial vear continued the
growth trajectory seen in
prior years, driven by higher
passenger traffic, premiumi-
sation, improved engagement
and digital services.

Asked about challenges
facing the duty-free faciliti-
es, the spokesperson said the
key factors are macroecona-
mic and geopolitical volatili-
ty, currency fluctuations,
supply chain pressures and
rapidly evolving consumer
expectations. Staying rele-
vant requires continuous in-
novation in assortment, digi-
tal engagement, pricing and
customer experience. “Our
focus is on new retail con-
cepts, experiential activa-
tions, exclusive launches and
digital services to differenti-
ate the passenger experien-
ce,"” hesaid.
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Airlines scale back wet-leased
flight capacity in lean season

AKBAR MERCHANT
mumbai, July 12

INDIAN  AIRLINES HAVE
returmed most of their wet
leased alrcraft as the industry
entersits lean trrve | sepson, scal
ing back temporary apadty
degployed Lo mest peak demmand
over the past fewmonths, The
maove marks a !I.'-L‘-UEI.JI ElEt‘l.
TEECT CVeT ASCATie s contine to
iniduict abre mit o support long-
term expan son plans,
IndiGao,the country'slargest
airfing, has phased out all wet
lemsed narrowbody aimoraft from
its fleet, sounces told FE, At the
start oftheyear, the airline oper
ated five Arbus A 320s leased
fom Turkey's Free bimd Afrlines,
five Abrlus 432 15 fmm Qatar
Atrvays, and five Boeing 73 7
B00s from Corendon Alrlines
These aircraft have since been
meturned to espective lessars.
Theaidine, howeser, contin-
wes b0 operate six wet-leased
Bocing THT7-Shwidebodyairera fi
Mostof its earlier narrowbody
leases were browght into parthy

FLEET WATCH
-k;';;l'l.n. Tttt T i piir

e e e g e s
T T R 3 R 3

+4419

Al Air| relia
+44 4443
444 aw
4+449 4443

of fu=t the l:;mull.H:lnE of Arrbus
A3 20 familyaircraf taffected by
Pratt & Whitney PAWI0CG
cngine issues, As of ke lune,
IndiGo still had 47 abrerafi
grovmded becauseofthe engine
problem, IndiGo declined to
omment ona querysent by FE,

The trend is also visible at
Spicelet, which has retumed
severalleased ai rerafit since May
Theaidne has wedel wered four
Boeing 737-800 aircmaft taken
on wet lease from NJEE]KI.I 11"H.'I' -

ators and returned a Boring
T37-8MAX airomft in june,
.I'|.5|:|ir-.-}rl -qmlrnpt-n.;m sanl
some aircmft are currently
undergolng scheduled mainte-
nance, induding routine inspec
tons and C-Checks, "We scpect
throe aimoraft from: our existing
fleet to join in July, followed by
two i Auguist uponcompletion
of their maintenance chedks,
and anothier two each in Sep
tember and October” the
spakesperom sid
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SC to hear plea seeking guidelines to curb
‘unpredictable fluctuations’ of airfares

OUR CORRESPOMNDENT

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court is scheduled to hear on
July 13, a plea secking regula-
tory guidelines to control the
“unpredictable fluctuations” in
airfares and ancillary charges
imposed by private airlines in
India.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Math and Sandeep Mehta will
hear the plea filed by social
activist 5 Laxminarayanan,
who also sought a robust and
independent regulator that
ensures lransparency and pas-
senger protection across the
civil aviation sector.

On May 15, the top court
said there should be some ratio-
nalisation of airfares and asked
the Centre to provide relief 1o
flyers, while flagging that on
I:l::: same day, uﬁ% a::‘rlim: fly-
ing in the same sector charges
a particular airfare while other
charges a different airfare.

The Centre, while not dis-
puiinﬁ the problem, has sub-
mitted that a new enactment
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam
of 2024 has come into efect in
January, 2025 and the corre-

F.—

spun.ding rules are in the pro-
cess of consultation.
Laxminarayanan  rep-
resenled by senior adva-
cate Ravindra Srivastava had
contended that rules a].'n.-a.d}'
existed under the Aircrafl Act
of 1937 but the prul:rltm wis
that they were not followed.
On November 17 last year,
the top court :ruughi responses
from the Centre and others on
the P]ta af Laxminarayanan.
Earlier, the Centre told the
apex court that the Ministry
of Civil Aviation was actively
considering the issues raised
in the h:a
'Whih: hearing the matter
on January 19, t]l'%: top court
said it would interfere with the
“uny ictable Muctuations” in
airfares and J.l,ugatd the exorbi-

tant rise during festivals.

The top court had termed

the exorbitant rise of airfares

¢ the airlines as “exploitation”
?ru] asked the Ctnll::lmand the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to file their
replies on the plea

The plea daimed that all
private airlines have, with-
oul any credible justification,
reduced the free check-in bag-
gage allowance lor economy
class passengers from 25 kg to
15 kg, “thereby converting what
was earlier part of the ticketed
service into a new revenue
stream’.

It said the “new policy of
permitting only a single piece
for check-in and the absence
of any rebate, compensation or
benefit to passengers who do
not avail themselves of check-
in baggage demonstrates the
arbitrary and discriminatory
nature of the measure”

The plea claimed that cur-
rently, no authority has the
power Lo review or cap airfares
or andanr}' J.'a:r:s. alh.rwlng the
airlines to exploit consumers
through hidden charges and
in ictable pricing.
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SC to hear plea
on spike in
airfares today

SUCHITRA KALYAN MODHANTY
& New Delhi

THE Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on July 13 a PIL by
social activist S5 Laxminaray-
anan seeling directions to the
Centre and DGCA to frame
guldelines to check “unpredict-
ahle fluctuations" in domestic
airfares and bring more trans-
parency to alrline pricing,

A bench headed by the CJL
Surva Kant, is likely to take up
the plea highlighting sharp
surges in ticket prices during
peak travel periods at short no-
tice. In his plea, Laxminaray-
anan said that there should be
fare caps, prescribed minimum
and maximum limits for each
sector, to prevent arbitrary in-
creaszes, [t also streszed compel-
ling airlines to explain to
passengers at booking the fac-
tors and alporithm behind fare
changes. “Create a forum for
passengers to challenge exorbi-
tant fares,” the PIL read.

The petition also further siib-
mitted that wild swings in fares
infringe the right to travel and
disproportionately burden or-
dinary citizens, particularly
during medical emergencies
and festive seasons when rutes
often rise three to four times.

Earlier, the Civil Aviation
Ministry had told Parliament
that airfares are deregulated
under the Aircraft Rules, 1937,
and are driven by market forc-
es. The DGCAs role, it =aid, |s
limited to monitoring tariffs to
ensure they are not “unreason-
able”. Last week, the matter
was mentioned for urgent list-
ing in view of booking= for the
upcoming festival season.
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Bird strike on
Dubai-Lucknow plane,
authorities say flight
not impacted

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Lucknow

Airport authorities found indications of a
bird strike on a Dubai-Lucknow plane
that landed here Saturday morning but said
it had no impact on the flight or the safety
of passengers. According to the airport
sources, Flydubai flight FZ443 landed
safely at Lucknow Airport at 7.1 am on
Saturday with 164 passengers on board.

“During the routine post-landing techni-
cal inspection, indications of a bird strike
were observed on the aircraft,” a source
said. It had no impact on the safe opera-
tion of the flight or the safety of passengers,
sources said. All 164 passengers disem-
barked safely. The aircraft is undergoing
required technical inspection in accor-
dance with standard operating proce-
dures, sources added.
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Supreme Court to hear airfare regulation plea on July 13

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on July 13, a plea
seeking regulatory guidelines
to control the “unpredictable
fluctuations” in airfares and
ancillary charges imposed by
private airlines in India.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta will
hear the plea filed by social
activist § Laxminarayanan,
who also sought a robust and
independent regulator that
ensures transparency and
passenger protection across
the civil aviation sector.

On May 15, the top court
said there should be some
rationalisation of airfares and
asked the Centre to provide
relief to flyers, while flagging
that on the same day, one
airline flying in the same
sector charges a particular

airfare while other charges a
different airfare.

The Centre, while not dis-
puting the problem, has sub-
mitted that a new enactment
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam
of 2024 has come into effect
in January, 2025 and the cor-
responding rules are in the
process of consultation.

Laxminarayanan represent-
ed by senior advocate

Ravindra Srivastava had con-
tended that rules already
existed under the Aircraft Act
of 1937 but the problem was
that they were not followed.
On November 17 last year, the
top court sought responses
from the Centre and others on
the plea of Laxminarayanan.

Earlier, the Centre told the
apex court that the Ministry of
Civil Aviation was actively

considering the issues raised
in the plea. While hearing
the matter on January 19, the
top court said it would inter-
fere with the “unpredictable
fluctuations” in airfares and
flagged the exorbitant rise
during festivals.

The top court had termed
the exorbitant rise of airfares
by the airlines as “exploita-
tion" and asked the Centre
and the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) to file
their replies on the plea.

The plea claimed that all
private airlines have, without
any credible justification,
reduced the free check-in
baggage allowance for
economy class passengers
from 25 kg to 15 kg, “thereby
converting what was earlier
part of the ticketed service
into a new revenue stream”.

It said the “new policy of
permitting only a single piece

for check-in and the absence
of any rebate, compensation
or benefit to passengers who
do not avail themselves of
check-in baggage demon-
strates the arbitrary and dis-
criminatory nature of the
measure”. The plea claimed
that currently, no authority
has the power to review or
cap airfares or ancillary fees,
allowing the airlines to
exploit consumers through
hidden charges and
unpredictable pricing.

It said the “"unregulated,
opaque and exploitative
conduct of airlines manifest-
ing in arbitrary fare hikes,
unilateral reduction of ser-
vices, absence of on-ground
grievance redressal and unjus-
tified dynamic pricing algo-
rithms directly infringes upon
citizens' fundamental rights to
equality, freedom of move-
ment and life with dignity”.
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Emirates plans
A380servicesinT

Hyderabad: Mohammed Sar-
han, vice president (India) of
Emirates, paid a courtesy call
on chief minister A Revanth
Reddy on Saturday, on the oc-
casion of completion of 25 ye-
arsof itsoperations.

During the meeting, Mo-
hammed Sarhan informed
the CM of the company's wil-
lingness to launch Emirates
A380 services in Hyderabad.
Welcoming the airline’s ope-
rations, CM Revanth reques-
ted the official to increase
Emirates flight services. With
twonew airports coming up at
Warangal and Adilabad, Re-
vanth urged Sarhan to extend
maintenance, repair and ope-
rations to those locations as
well.

The CM assured the Emi-
rates India vice president that
the govt is ready to provide all
necessary facilities for flight
operations. TN
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