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No construction in
20-km radius of Noida

airport without NOC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOEA JULY 12

MO CONSTRUCTIONS or tree
planting is abioweed within a 20-
km radius of the Noida
Intematonal Alrport {NLA with-
out a Height Cearance No
Objection Certificate | NOC) re-
cerved from the Airport
Anthority of india (AL, the A
has mfonmed builders and local
author ties on Friday

Inastaternent the Moidaair-
peort sabd that the directives hae
been issued based on nades kaid
dawn by the Ministry of Gl
Avianon in 2015 and enforced
under the Alrcrall [ Demaolition
of Obstructions caused by
Buildingsand Trees) Rules, 2023

It pequires all stakiehol ders,
inc luding builders, landowners,
and grvemment bodies, o ob-
tain a Heght No Objection
Ceruficaie from the Adl before
Initiating any vertical develop-
ment within the prescribed
limnit,” read the statement.

“No construction aciaty,
eredtion of structures, or iree
plantation i permtted without
avalid Hewght Cearance NOC
Trovme AGL™ Mokda airport's chief
openting oflicer { CO0) Kiran
Jaim said in the staiement

“This 15 not merely a proce-
dural requinement bBut a eritical
safeguand foraircral operations
and navigation systems," she
added

She erther said thatany kand
olunauthorised constructionor
vegetationgnowth within the re-
stricied airspace could breach
Ohstacle Limitatbon Surfaces
(OLS), posing threat to Mlight
safety and air traffic contml sys-
tems, “The enforcement frame-
work incledes legal provisions
for demolition and penalties.”

Jadny said that all concerned
parties mustapproach bocal bod-
ies belome inigiating any vertical
development within the 20-km
perimeter, These bodies will
consult the Colour-Coded
Zoning Map (CCEM ) issued by
AAL o assess permissible height
lermits, Based on the proposed
construction height, the appli-
cant may be directed to apply for
4 Hesght BOC via AAls NOCAS
peertal,

O Eicials said the salety and
efficiency ol aircraft operations
fake precedence as NEA prepames
o become a major adation hul
for the Mational Capital Region.
“Stakeholders are strongly ad-
vised ra halt sy unappeoved de
velopmentactiviticsinthe safe
guarded rone immediately..
Timely compliance is essential
tovavoud legal consequences and
ensure smooth commissioning
of the airport,” Jain sad

Earlier this week, The Indion
Express had reported that over
90% of the work at the airport
has beencompleted, and there-
muainingtaskswill likely be com-
pleted by Sepiember 30
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Farmers’ fury clouds Bengaluru’s
nce corridors

second airport, defe

BV.Shivashankar
dtimesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The govt's plan
to fast-track a second interna-
tional airport for Bengaluru
has run into turbulence with
farmers set to intensify pro-
tests over land acquisition
near Devanahalli. The agita-
tion, driven by resistance to
a proposed hi-tech defence
and aerospace park, has casta
shadow over not just the air-
port project but several other
mega infrastructure plans
around the state's capital.
Amid the unrest, infra-
structure development min-
ister, MB Patil, is scheduled
to meet Union civil aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu
next week to push for a pend-
ing report from Airports Au-
thority of India (AAD. AAI
officials had visited three
shortlisted sites in April —
two along Kanakapura Road
in Bengaluru South and one
near Nelamangala-Kunigal
Road in Bengaluru Rural —
but a report is still awaited,
“The AAI report is cru-
cial without which we cannot

FRUITS OF LABOUR: Farmers presented CM Siddaramaiah with

produce from their fields ahead of talks last week

move on the project,” Patil
said. “1 will meet the civil
aviation minister, and we will
appoint agencies to study vi-
ability and feasibility, once we
get the report.”

The project would require
an estimated 5,000 acres but
opposition is mounting, espe-
cially from farmers in Ben-
galuru Rural and Bengaluru
South districts. Local elected
representatives, including
Nelamangala Congress MLA
Sreenivasaiah and BJP MP
from Bengaluru Rural Dr
CN Manjunath, have backed

farmers.

At the heart of the pro-
tests is the final notification
1ssued by the govt to acquire
1,777 acres in and around
Channarayapatna village for
a defence park. Farmers are
demanding its withdrawal,
fearing forced displacement.

Alarmed by the growing
unrest, chief minister Sid-
daramaiah set Tuesday as the
deadline to resolve the dis
pute. He assured farmers of
a solution when their repre-
sentatives met him last week.

“We have been keenly ob-

serving the govt's moves and
developments are not encour-
aging, as the govt is proposing
to declare the entire area a
green zone,” said T Yaswan-
tha, general secretary, Karna-
taka Prantha Raitha Sangha
(KRRS), which is spearhead-
ing protests. “This is a con-
spiracy to gain control over
land owned by farmers. The
govt has also come up with a
new proposal to develop two
defence corridors. We would
have no option but to inten-
sify agitations. However, we
will wait for the outcome of
Tuesday’s meeting.”

On Wednesday in New
Delhi, Siddaramaiah had
met defence minister Rajnath
Singh and submitted propos-
als for two defence corridors
—  Bengaluru Rural-Kolar-
Chikkaballapur and Hubballi-
Belagavi-Vijayapura.

With nearly 90,000 acres
needed for various upcom-
ing projects — including
KWIN City, five integrated
townships and five theme-
based townships — farmer
resistance is turning into a
major roadblock.

Patil: Will brief PM

on defence corridors

ndustries minister MB Patil

sajd Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi will soon be briefed on the
state's proposal to set up two
defence corridors. “We will
meet the PM soon. After that,
the matter will go before the
Union cabinet,” Patil said. The
corridors are proposed in
Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi-
Vijayapura (North Karnataka)
and Bengaluru Rural-Kolar-
Chikkaballapur (South
Karnataka). Patil said global
demand for defence and
aerospace tech is rising and
Karnataka must capitalise. He
confirmed land acquisition
plans for a high-tech aerospace
park near Devanahalli, with CM
Siddaramaiah to meet farmers
on Tuesday (July 15).

“It is a fact that land acqui-
sition has become a big chal-
lenge,” said Patil. “I discussed
it with the chief minister, and
we are trying to arrive at a so-
lution to balance development
and the protection of agricul-
tural interests."”



Corporate Communications Directorate

ECONOMIC TIMES DELHI 13 JULY 2025

NAVI MUMBAI INT'L AIRPORT

First Passenger Flight
Likely to Take Off in
Sept, says Fadnavis

BTl

Navi Mumbai: Maharashira chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis on Satur:
day said the Navi Mumbai Internatic-
il Afrport (WMIA) is set to commence
its operations in September this year
when the first passenger flight will ta-
ke off from thera,

Around 84% work of the sirport is
complete amd the deadline of Septem-
ber 80 has been set for the laonch of
commercial operations, he said, ad-
ding that its inanguration will be done
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

who had also performed

its pround-breaking cere-
mony. This will be  the
‘ ‘most modern and fully-
equipped” airport in the
country, and the authorities have been
instructed to make the haggage claim
systim the [astest in the world, hesaid.
The ChlL accompanied by deputy chi-
ef minister Eknath Shinde and mini-
ster Ganesh MNaik, condocted an in-
specticnof the NMLA project.
Fagdnavis said, “Today, we came here
toreview the progress of theairport,
Wesaw adetailed presentation on all
aspects of the work — from the run-
way to the terminal building — and
eot all the information. Currently,
11 % of the project work is complete.
The remaining 6% will get over befio-
re Beptember to ensure the airportis
operational by then."”
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Pvt plane owners seek ministry help to reclaim space

Ateeq Shaikh

ateeq.shaikh@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Mumbai's billion-
aires are in a bind and fear
their wings will be clipped soon
as an order by the Adani
Group-promoted Mumbai
International Airport Limited
(MIAL), issued in January, will
bar them from parking their
private aircraft at the busy
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA)
after July 31, as the space will
be used for the airport’s expan-
sion.

With the deadline pressing
close, they have been repre-
sented by the Business Aircraft
Operators Association (BAOA)
that has approached the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation, seeking
cancellation of the order and
directing the operator of Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA) to allot space, failing
which they will be left with no
space within India’s financial
capital.

BAOA claims, that their

parking permits at CSMIA will
be withdrawn starting July 31
was communicated to them
through a letter in January, as
MIAL is looking to redevelop
the asset and were promised
space at the NMIA, which has
not fructified as it subsequently
came to light that NMIA and
CSMIA - both promoted by the
Ahmedabad-based Adani
Group -- operate as separate
bodies.

This was underscored in the
letter written to the ministry on
July 9, a copy of which is with
HT. In it, BAOA which repre-
sents the interests of General
Aviation and Business Aviation
operators in India (including
Hindalco Industries Ltd, Reli-
ance Commercial Dealers Lid,
Reliance Transport & Travels
Ltd., Taj Air Ltd, JSW Steel
Limited, Grasim Industries Ltd,
Futura Travels Ltd, and Larsen
& Toubro Ltd.), claimed that
those who are based in Mum-
bai are facing the threat of evic-
tion from their existing parking
spaces at CSMIA and without

With the deadline pressing close, they approached the Ministry of
Civil Aviation seeking cancellation of the order revoking permit.

any possibility of an alternate
relocation at NMIA.

“Parking permits have been
cancelled on account of the
redevelopment activities pro-
posed to be undertaken at
CSMIA, and no alternative
parking space can be provided
at CSMIA. [t claimed that to
allocate parking space at
NMIA, operators will have to
approach Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport Private Lim-

ited (NMIAL) because MIAL
and NMIAL are separate enti-
ties,” reads the communication
to the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion.

Terming the move as a “com-
plete contravention to the
stakeholder-centric approach,”
BAOA is seeking reliefs from
the ministry, such as cancella-
tion or suspension of directions
for eviction issued by MIAL,
until a decision on an alterna-

tive space allocation is taken. It
has also urged MIAL and
NMIAL to engage in “struc-
tured consultations with the
affected aircraft operators and
other stakeholders”.

Other requests include direc-
tions to ensure that in the
interim alternate parking spa-
ces are allocated to general and
business aviation operators at
NMIAL, as and when it com-
mences operations until per-
manent parking arrangements
at CSMIA are re-established,
adhering to Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority of India
(AERA) tariff guidelines.

BAOA's case for space

Justifying the cancellation of
the January order, BAOA high-
lighted that MIAL's new master
plan of redevelopment was
submitted in September 2024
for approval to increase the
capacity of CSMIA. This plan
covered projects such as addi-
tional aircraft parking stands in
the southern side of RWY
09-27, which affect the general

and business aviation opera-
tors directly. However, the con-
trol period for CSMIA's tariff
order clearly states that the
master plan 2024 is still await-
ing inter-ministerial and
departmental comments, and it
would have to be revisited.
aligned with the final com-
ments from the Ministry of
Civil Aviation, particularly in
reference to the reconstruction
of Terminal L.

As an approval is yet to be
received, they can be allowed to
continue with operations
beyond July 3L

“MIAL has no authority to
take any decision regarding
the cancellation of the parking
permits to general and busi-
ness aviation operators by
itself or levy any penal char-
ges on account of unautho-
rised parking and without
authorisation of the eviction
officer or Airports Authority
of India,” Group Captain
(retd) Rajesh K Bali, managing
director, BAOA, claimed and
called MIAL and NMIAL's

THEIR PARKING
PERMITS AT CSMIA
WILL BE REVOKED
AFTER JULY 31 AS
MIAL PLANS
REDEVELOPMENT

actions “unilateral, arbitrary
and discriminatory”.

Mails sent to MIAL and
NMIAL by HT for their views
did not elicit a response.

Earlier this year, the Interna-
tional Air Transport Associa-
tion (IATA) had expressed
“deep disappointment” with
the Adani Group-operated
MIAL for cancelling slots dedi-
cated to cargo flights starting
next season “unilaterally”.

The airline association said
the move would “cause long-
lasting damage to the airport’s
reputation and credibility” and
wondered if it was aimed at
shifting cargo flights to the
upcoming NMIA. The claims
were refuted by MIAL.
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Four youths injured
while making reels
at airport’s runway

Aditya Nath Jha
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

SAHARSA: Four youths in their
20s sustained injuries when the
SUV they were in flung into the
air and skidded multiple times
on the runway of the under-con-
struction airport in Bihar's
Saharsa on Friday morning.

The youths, all residents of
different districts in Bihar but
currently living in Saharsa to
prepare for the police constable
recruitment exam, were alleg-
edly making reels while learn-
ing to drive the SUV on the air-
port premises when the acci-
dent occurred.

According to police, Munna
Kumar (25) of Biharsharif was
driving the SUV, which
belonged to a friend, when its
tyre burst during a sharp turn.
The vehicle was flung over 10
feet into the air due to the
impact and skidded four times
before coming to a halt.

The other injured have been
identified as Sagar Kumar (25)
of Biharsharif, Lakshman
Kumar (25) of Jamui, and
Mukul Kumar (26) of Munger.
All four were admitted to the
district hospital with minor
injuries.

“Fortunately, none of them

sustained serious injuries,” said
Sarun Kumar of the Dial 112
police unit, quoting the attend-
ing doctor.

The incident has raised seri-
ous concerns about security
lapses at the airport site. Super-
intendent of Police (SP) Himan-
shu Kumar told HT, “We are
investigating how they man-
aged to enter the restricted area.
Strict action will be taken
against those found guilty.”

The police have seized the
SUV and summoned its owner
for questioning. “We are verify-
ing all details related to the
seized vehicle. The identities of
the injured are also being veri-
fied,” an official said.

The Saharsa airport, meant
for domestic flights, is currently
under construction. The run-
way is nearly complete, and offi-
cials from the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) had reviewed
the site in May, providing sug-
gestions for further develop-
ment

THE INJURED WERE
PREPARING FOR
COMPETITIVE
EXAMINATIONS
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Aircrafts association flags Mumbai

airport’s move on parking for jets

on
e ——

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

usiness Aircraft
BOperators Association

has sou$ht the civil avi-
ation ministry’s intervention to
reverse Mumbai airport’s deci-
sion to evict private jet opera-
tors from the airport’s parking
facilities by July 31, saying the
proposed terms are prohibitive,

Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (MIAL), part of
Adani group, is operating the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA)
in the city.

In a letter to Civil Aviation
Secretary Samir Kumar Sinha,
BAOA’s Managing Director R
K Bali said CSMIA is a public
asset and public assets should
be available to all stakeholders
in a fair and equitable manner
without any discrimination.
“The terms now sought to be
imposed by MIAL upon the
GA/BA operators are prohib-
itive and make the entire oper-
ation unviable and are intend-
ed to oust the GA/BA opera-
tors from the asset.
Accordingly, it is crucial for
MoCA to intervene and

uphold legal and policy safe-

guards for the GA/BA sector in
India,” the letter, dated July 9,
said.

BAOA represents various
General Aviation and Business
Aviation (GA/BA) operators,
including Hindalco Industries,
Reliance Commercial Dealers
Ltd., Reliance Transport &
Travels, Taj Air, JSW Steel,
Grasim Industries, Futura
Travels and Larsen & Toubro.

Seeking the ministry’s inter-
vention on the parking facili-
ties issue, BAOA said the direc-
tions issued regarding the evic-
tion of GA/BA operators from
Mumbai airport’s parking facil-
ities by July 31 should be can-
celled or suspended till the
time there is a decision on
alternative space allocation for

= © FREBNOTO
the operators.

The grouping also men-
tioned that given commonali-
ty of ownership and proximi-
ty of both CSMIA and NMIA
(Navi Mumbai International
Airport) within the metropol-
itan region, a coordinated
management of GA/BA traffic
should have been operational-
ly and commercially feasible.
MIAL holds a 74 per cent stake
in NMIAL (Navi Mumbai
International Airport Ltd), the
operator of the upcoming air-
port.

“As of today, GA/BA opera-
tors are already facing difficul-
ties and uncertainties in carry-
ing out their operations due to
the non-cooperative conduct of
MIAL and NMIAL the letter
said.
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Mantri: Let us wait for
Al's final crash report

‘Immature to jump to mmhmum on AAIBS preliminary report”

Visakhapatnam, July 1%
Unjon aviation minister
K. Ram Mohan Naidu on
Saturday said that it is
Immatiare o jump to con-
clusions at the juncture
over the recent Alr India

Might crash in
Ahmedabad, as the
Alreraft Accident
Investigation Bureau

tﬁai!hlim.-lt omly released
the preliminary report.
On June 12, a London-
bound Alr India ight, Al
171, crashed Immediately
after take  off in
Ahmit;diihmd. killlrg 260

peopie.

50, let’s not jump (o any
conclusions at this stage.
Lit us walk for the Mnal
report, These are technl-
cal things and that is why
we have these investiga
tion agencles. Once they
are clesr.., they are going
o submit the final repart.
At this stage it will be
very immature for me to
comment on IL" sald
Naidu.

Talking o reporters on
the sidelines of an official
programme in the port
city, the aviation minister
heaped praise on he
AAIR, Indian pllots and

K. Ram Mohan Naidu

cabin crews, ealling them
the ‘best’ In the world,

He also undersenred
that ‘justice’ has to be
done to the family mem-
bers of one of India’s
warst air disasters.

“Justice has v be done,
5o, | know it is a very dif
Meult time for the family
members, but from our
shde, whatever best we
can do from the minisiry
Wit Are Irying to assist”
hie added.

Promising assistance (o
the AAIR In submitting
the final report, the avia-
tion minister noted that,
“We have to walt for
something ‘concrete’ (o
emerge. This i a pretimi-
nary peport right now anid
from the ministry we are

analysing the report bui |
think it would be better if
we comment on it onee
the fmal report comes

h.

"We are hoping that as
2000 as possible the Mnal
report comes in then we
can arrve at some conglu-
sion.” said Maidu, adding
that there are multiple
other things that aisu
need to be loeKed into
before preparing the final
n’.‘[ED\:I‘!
‘The minister, sald for
the first time that secur-
ing the black box and try-
ing to decode its datn is
biring done in India in the
AAIR lab in Delhi

“So, | would like to
appreciate all the efforts
they put in to do & very
transparent, very mature
{and) professional way
the investigation has been
done,” e sadd

Maidu also highlighted
that AAIR has respected
all the imternational pro-

tocoks whibe preparing the
report.
Further, he eulogised

Indian pilots and cabin
crew, calling thein ‘the
most  wonderful wark-
foree’, T
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India’s domestic air traffic likely
to surge 10 pc in FY26: Report

NEW DELHI, July 11: In-
dia's domestic air passenger
traffic i1s estimated to grow
by a robust 7-10 per cent m
FY26, according to an ICRA
report released on Friday,
which maintains a stable out-
look for the country’s civil
aviation sector.

International passenger
traffic for Indian carriers is
expected to grow by 15-20
per cent in FY2026: howev-
er, 1t remains monitorable,
given the recent geopolitical
concerns, the report said. For
June 2025, domestic air pas-
senger traffic was estimated

at 138.7 lakh, 5.1 per cent
higher than 132.1 lakh in June
2024,

However, it witnessed a
marginal decline of 1.3 per
cent on a sequential basis.
The awrhines’ capacity deploy-
ment n June 2025 was 4.9
per cent higher than m June
2024, For Q1 FY2026 (April-
June 2025), domestic air pas-
senger traffic was 422 4 lakh,
reflecting a year-on-year
growth of 5.1 per cent.

For May 2025, mternation-
4l passenger traffic for Indian
carriers was 29.7 lakh, a year-
on-year growth of 7.3 per

cent. For the first two
months of FY2026, interna-
tional passenger traffic for
Indian carriers stood at 59.8
lakh, a year-on-year growth
of 12.1 per cent, according to
the ICRA report.

The operating costs for
the Indian aviation industry
are likely to have mereased
n the past couple of months
due to fhght cancellations and
other operational challenges
following the India—Pakistan
tensions.

Nevertheless, the overall
passenger traffic and the
pricing so far have remained

steady, the report said.
ICRA’s outlook on the Indi-
an aviation industry 1s sta-
ble. However, emerging ge-
opolitical and operational
headwinds - mn the form of
rising crude o1l prices (be-
cause of the Israel-Iran con-
flict), closure of the airspace
over Iran and Palkastan (for
Indian carriers), probable
rise in msurance premia (af-
ter the recent aeroplane
crash) and possible hesitation
to travel - warrant close
monitoring for potential
downside risks, according to
the report. — [ANS



famm= e W o Wigsh | wher-Ruie weEwn

_ AN,

WY fAa=ge= g

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA

A1 §t 7 A Far- m{ﬁaﬁﬂ#ﬁg? H’rmﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁmﬁ

=% o) Frors oo o oo wd
i s ¥ g weiwd afiemn
(HimEal) 5 B Hran fadms e )
wida 7 wiem & wo o
M BTEd W UmamdEl w1 T W
AT § T 1 5EE e T g
F ameE § 9 T =R TSR 3
B fermr o ' o el () S
T e v T Tt o e e
oS 3w, T o i Vg
ﬁrté*nf.ﬁmaré aw fra & W s
Feaitr fera & a0 W) TER AW
7™ & B I w1 e e,
T N SEET (T ) e
WSATEER 2hi TG T o | A
=Eifes (uF) sF afEE
() 3 8 T R T

HE], T9 3t W e e g F
T o frid s 1 andt 90 o A #
T TAE TEW-171 THI o o
TFIE T AR BT T 1 ST W
Eiwrrf%'hqﬁaﬂéﬁﬁmﬁaan
w1 aEw e W sEreE T
Fram= ol EFEET &1 gHaA & Fo

F g w0 AR A o B of e
AT w1 ST wen =, S i
Al U F e TR W A
Fan, Fare oree %1 el = ek fEm
T W T e e O aEve R
T HaE o O o e | st
WEaTE O AR TR A R s
THIERIOE o TRe = 1 &0 e ot =)
T I TEE FE, W TG R
Pl e R o e e O el
TS (T, T A A A
A = WO wfiw e oewm A
T A & 747 foom wEem =
W sl BETE W f oA

DELHI 13 JULY 2025

[
B

o e B AFAI B A | 21w =
ﬁarama&ﬁ:*m?ﬁ '

A TEETE A (e ) T
Tl TR o a2 4 W fE e
Tom (0 TRH & TR O W e e
i1 S T e T 51 W
iR & o T i T e ()
Er b G e R e e
51 SR A e g, e g
T T B0 A A, T

R T & AR i g aE
TR T A T T
T § WA A § i T 1)
I T A R T e e o
A &1 3 ey 0 ey § v i R e A
F AR T ORI A i T T
T T F A T 5 o e R
w i @ a8, P See @ T T
TEET 7 AEA TS WA ] S 6 A

| e ouamkd o7 frid et A
P BE O W OREREE an
| seferwe e & w0 e 8§
P g ) e T 97 fuf ¥ e
o wEWm E
ferinedi & 7
o
fea = ferfa &
TEEE & FRO
g W GW M H
L =i 3 2 A e
| FEE HE I TR
| (TR ) & wee At mR e e
:FW%Wﬁtmwm#ﬂm
| o T =it Feifs e i wei
| T T w ) e e -

| Hfiet @ sefigee ZRTdt & HRoT oft dem
. ferer @t Rerfer o 2 Hepa & g : THEUBTE

wrEE B F o == whw wm oEm R
A TE T e Ao & F e
Tt Frmrer g o fo o Prafe
HFT E a9 e, daa fae
AR O 7 T e W ) o
Al et H i w8 e A
T 1 ErE = frm an ) v R
0 W W= 76 ¢ i e 9 fef
qEe T2 74 fue faae & 92 w0
FHAT# o T2 W T U e, T
F U A g e 9 ¥ = gEe
Hitw=fm fem =2 5 2 o e o
TR S I e T T
o1 3l T A o w5
!n|w§ﬂ=rﬁﬂ—ﬂﬁm1ﬂww
3R T HE UEeE 5w g 9’

frird @1 7w fooge =0 W)



_ AN

R fAa=gTs wifSesor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA

DELHI

SISl A TRl g o g
i SATECEl U ST Taret

g S waie A s i wonett @6t fRsrea

@t BT e & Wbt

T THIET TEEE

7E Tomelll wevEER e w5l
WA R & =R dives Em W\
oE AR g s oaEn w
s e & w8 ffEw
FTEE wRORTA (A A T
AT, U7 Faw 3 £, 99 fame
TR e § = T R

=i 7 JHAE = M T
ol B W e
iz wie F fom e 3 fem
I AW B H W S =N g,
ferett arafis == e -
s frufe ¥ g wed B s somen
frem fres = S0 @ T T i
st 737 A @ g e 10w
Feerell &, w1 o el dm o &
i el HEE d i A o)
e 9 = faeee famEt 9 am
w1, Freets e i foow B fon e
§ smam gr P owwel st
lEgiea ke alivees e e e Bl 3

&, 7 5 Uraeie &t el

b e o W e e e e
ﬂmﬁgﬁmﬂaﬁhﬁiﬁﬁ&ﬁ
T AT TR T S 2
3 =g ¥ T wET Avew =
T TerE Frasm d9 S see
FHAE T E | a5, = A
e F e B oaE S asTe
Brperamail 31 52 4 a1y mw s =
& s = A wfa & R
T & =9, s arEn A iR
G o e
Feacviaiie Bl ekl cREe S
it wporaen 2 Fors gl o e 5
i iy = 2

13 JULY 2025




_ AN

g fAa=gas uifSsyo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI 13 JULY 2025

3T HaT : 9 BH U oHl 8519

g e

T v e e s e e

! ?rrnﬁmwwmm# TH HET,

zam & B Al R F i S T et ¥ e e 3 e e frod
oo &t sz & oed s e & am &, P vere 6 PR S do e
&l St i S o e e S R 71 F F ) w FE e
E T A 7A7 ETee 6 W St 3 #H & w9
AR TEEE 7 sl e g ee ¥ TR T
B wiEE W A A A | RENGIEER Rl T resE

WM =2 T R A TR 6 Al arern frma BeEEitsks
= S, T A TEWE A | T T
e A aeant S 7 T M7 FEE § g A F

e S A R s s s @ gL m | TN A0 A T R e

T T T e B frE T T
e AR ¢ R 3EE wE §
T T E = 7 T =S W

7 T 7 fw 8, o 0 e g
W FE T A A 1§,
o 7 vt T W B &



AN

W faa=gT= wifSsson

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA

HeHcaldlq elcHl

DELHI

13 JULY 2025

33 WA & 918 BH it Hars g1fae 8l &2 UTIT U3R 331 &1 SRR

U Vebs & HeR de & T A1 &5
ml@ﬂuaqﬂﬁﬁaﬁrm

| efes i & few 2 fafegn w fis

mmm

= fewein fomm gz Wi =g
(wsER) e fE  w €
12 5[ %1 U3 F2 = = 787-8
FHER T2 e A Sl 7 $E
w1 AMfd 29 S wE g
TeTd fE IS WO W A R a3
i S FEE TR I I
180 i =1 firreay wa fa s
=1 & off fF 395 o =m, ¥ 1 3l
9 2 ¥ 2 weelE fom vw g
F s W [ F wesils fefy F =9
Feufar 3w e &) o i & B 4
qraEEl A siEdt T v gefe 2

i

_ 5 e T

&1 i il )
TUHATEE o TAEAEE &
HiHidr=l o, gHeA i

SR 37 | = A
THE T # TS 3
HeTA I AH h AEE W
AR {9E # g % R ) o
3ifad Fdiet & A H F T8 w6l T
#1 el 58 o | e 5 A
amene faum & i goi 1 g
TrE-Tielt g & | e A weeEgf
e ot & <t B & wam F e,
HoeTd #R W G R GEaE e
&1 e o T g # oI s A
w4 38 T Ha 81 # fF 2E e

1 T T S ) S A e

. ! FiEEAERE
uﬁmnmwmnmmu
s §er 2ofif = 01 F 4 S F
T T (T s w2 e ., T a W
TR TEiE (AR ThEY #
® 3T UF S12] S 2 ¢, 5 e
e ey F wE iR W A
T Tt R In g
T T ROAA TN

———

JE & 26 UFE
#1E UTgEeT 3 ge-
Oe &1 daraHr o
TEF U F 26 HFE
T TAEEl F 4% 0E 0
e WA W e
fratfes o mw g o
T o fo FT & AT
g5t A T fea, 357
& ) O e

5 F

UEEH AT VS & W
& W H N e
&ier &1 5 293 S &
7T WAEE @ U A
FH THT &

fidire ¥ e & 2
& & 310 BH =i

FEl FrF o dwE
fafesn =i o9 T =,
ZMe 9 i &

ol TH i s Q2w a
Ul e B st 81 RN
ﬁ:rhia#lr.m
W?ﬁﬂmmm

T e O

Eﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂmmiﬂﬂmﬁwﬁﬁﬂm

TR S, A EE O e e o e e Em

fira amm= ferfa o
e 1 fom @ f e wieie
H W §39 = 1 oI, JiEa
a2 3fe § fon
off | iten frr Sraw 3 e

=7 foutf ¥ o Forend e e |

& i sum feofa yE AH A
bk ol i ik
W= ZH3F TA0 Hien &
ey

ferfar % arm 9 wEER, =0
oiFg & =1 9 v uen

THFT TR W IS ST
( TRsifs o) & T EE
S e el g
u T | S T T &
URE2E A §9A R 6 A
& s feu ) 2 A dea
& FErg 14 Bz O @ fuf
T 37 7, FEES T4 0

Lt

AT AR TR A

ferm = = SF1 5579 & s Rel 3 31 A Beih Rafd # Iet 70 = A ®
e g Raa = RRIf A o1, it URieie 216 ol 1A i BRI 3id 8

iﬁﬁm

BTORT 1:38:39 - fomm
A FE 94, FA ° GE
1:38:42 - f994 180
Atz =) 2fFan =R
Tifer o TEET
1:38:42- faam FiUE
Fo FeaTE TRt 5w
1:38:43 - U AT W1
= O F2F O T
1:38:44 - =1 g9t =1
Fu fd = 61 AEEE
%1 f &1 T w7
;3345 U R

TaEE | TE,
gq?:ﬁ?-ﬂq?ﬁmﬂ
1:38:46 - TH THcE
J s B, 19 85
3 T feman
1:38:47 - fomm &t
Tiie T T T
Zatga (t2) 3 Tt
o T 1
1:38:52 - §93-1 7
g T FzE g™
T UrEfHT T
1:38:56 - §94-2 3
s F F2lE H
H gftaftia B |
1:39:05 - YIIEE A
T8, UE T 0F
1:39:11 ST fwian
A EITE)

i, TElE (e -S-E e
Hft BvErE 56 35H
i = T o ) gt
1 T 2 HE T

B HYTEE U e
787 T TN 8600 HE
T W T AL T
® 2 F U 1100 "
B FIE W A o

o AT ITEEITE B TR ONNEE T

= T < 2 e | TToTE g & We
vy feae fopma & dam - A fEe amER oA e T 8, e B sdm moan |
mﬂsﬂﬁﬁaﬁr? L e e e St Rk
7 1 e 2 T - o 7 e e oo # TEm E de e G A fﬁ‘ﬁq‘ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ%
it grifre fdiE ¥ aeEn ' M, e e W e R s e o g e, W A e e '
Eﬁrmﬂ%ﬁmmgﬁﬁ . SFgER REmasmd s | A 9 A g v @ RF 3EE o g ghiem ; mfmﬁam
ot & AT T T T ot # mee | T ol e A e @ & o S o7 o o el 0 )0 Pl W, e | e s e
N - ol ool S i S | TEmESE R R FA G MU A TEEEE | ooy
| F e AT dEe L P feEm W W B w2 el wm ¥ e i e ol
Y1 T D e N G R E | i g o o, U | oo S ) o 9 T e e iR, P o | o A o
AT 20 RS (WRSI) IR % | otqore dtm R, | w1 WA S o R | IR TS W
g FERTEY (FEeAR) § 9 SARH A 3 | oy oo W] WS A e 35 v At & Stz ¢ e S e e | skl L ubliF
e e 1 M W R | o el o | e A B T B A SR R ARG | g Qe R 3
T ol 1T U T 5 A | e 0 P A8 T | e o s ot S B v g o, | e
5 SR SR F O S Al R e =0 39 e 6 | #, Torern for wrrerE = wiwE fn e 2 G ik Sy



_ AN

W AT wifsso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA

DELHI

U & IR R 2 S5 @ﬂiﬁaﬂm

el 2111, 98¢ J[THR

3 o = Hi A T A e e
# B e dom A e o) T
TEREmefE o
7R A TATE
Tee i e
&1 =6 91 = 757
Femirt 5 Aar
3EN, 3 2R
TR EE AL A
T T W BT
i frm s w e
ummm?.
i e F e,
FEF W % A a6 I
T TEET T R i 2 A i A
= 0 1 SiTE 5w 09 10w
by il Frd e s Sl o o
o & fiF A 0 w0 e AT T
# 5 A S e R S s
# i Tt i A = A =

E{{
R I R

A dc g1 gﬂ-:l e
TR VAT T T R S
#ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ—aﬂqumﬁﬂs
_ ;ﬂaﬁamftw?&ﬁ
TAF WA
fem i g
#!aﬂa%@afﬁ
T T T
s e =5
e TR e s E
T = A
Ao tfrad
O At 7§\
AT [ S e
== o T TR =
& 3 fagE | 8w | |, s
T SN TR A0S AT B T
=N EWE 98 e W a0
il % Tz wee oft T e 8, o
HE F # W EYE 32R 9 R R
TEE = A T, T A Hen A
=i i A g 2 T | 8w e
angd =t fF 737 & sl Afede §
e e # e e aEr e

P i faf S FeREE T o S

- AT, aie T o,
fewe 1 fen = Ei # ain = e
T A AR
=

13 JULY 2025

URIee] @t 3R ¥ 351

¥ B BT ST T d

7 S fere = e & whes o e
=1 s &, 58w B wmed & s
LG R Ak
o mm R
fire T Foyfy o
7 fern o
e T
o Fuifrs & fR
Eefre A5 A
T W AT B
St 7w J g
P 3 TR W
#F 3 HHE A% T
= %71 iy, @ 2En
ol | e & ey i e
T 27 A T I H 5 W
=150 1w e # i Bem o e
6T g2 ot 3 7 8 fue A = foeme
A el G A = e e T
o= varEs A 9 e A



_ AN

" faa=aes aifdeso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI 13 JULY 2025

w3 #fea s R e 171 2 g U v e 8 T £, e e 3 b e e e R A ae AR 3R SARAT O Hi
Bo>1 & glee URER o w=rer 1 571 ge O, mﬁﬂmmaﬁﬂmmmﬂa&maﬁmﬁmﬁm ZRe e &6 ey

ﬂ I::Iqi I é- Hjﬂ:nxuﬂm"ﬁ 5 " Gr AITE # YEME S F AR e AR
T thae 0.9 T - 2 Bl swe @ o si am ar gl @ 2wl
?ﬁmﬂaﬁé > v 7 fire 2w g oft SR e |

AR, Ir#inwnusauu 1 'I

m l Is Iq -:_&mﬁﬁmgmem o - [

T, S A e el e ¥ a e A
FHE T Tz e w5 e, i,
Ferlt ol el % = fes) o s

ER I AT H W A e g
o o e A Tepm & 3ver 27 T !
12 s A ST | BT & fo defere amere
ﬁﬁ%f“m?rad' lcipdt ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁw = it Gfzwe wier o 2w 2 det ofm

Fiera & At ofEr i g
1 7 | 39 AT TR 1 OF WA
#1 & | femr g i we,
AL, Ui wiew & oy o
Trade ofFe] 3 SiEA & 590 5
# gy e F e
hqﬁﬂﬂlﬂﬁaﬁuhﬂmmﬁiﬁ
form i fafesn | ==vmn, e
Y A A i T
R WaE H EEE | e
T BT W T T T =
TraaE V=T - ?:Tﬁ‘ﬁﬁ]’!-i

st im0 A gt @
mfﬂuﬁ'nnmwemmﬂﬂm
it =4 & )

T TR we fEr g
T 200 FiE S §
R TR T A
v fiemn sie e AEn
firgy (umgE) 29 TEEE
Tt TE-E SEE T M
W T, R A e
= T S = W
e = T w5
=& THTET

femma =1 =i T sl
1 T R F A T
= fomm o s 8
o fafiesn =) o foms
el e c
T W21 BT

AT, AT 150 BE R T o SR E
== o RS g e e

B e e e o i B e e o

B TE R, TR HomE i e, wEe S a6

b= T s p e e R G e R R
AT # A F i E E A A arEe e
T Fer e o e R oW o R

THEARE WY Hh1g Tiarare et

i i U ZE1 1 BT5H, JHa e T
Wﬂﬁﬁﬁlﬂﬁ:ﬁﬁuﬁﬁﬂﬁwm
= fi TR T v e oo & B
AT 50~ 60 G o & 3wy, SR 2-
4 il 1 msamist 2 w6 v e g = &
Frrad o T B A9 SEAeT WS SR
56 &, 7wt A omwi # S e s W




Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE

DELHI

13 JULY 2025

Aviation experts slam Air India crash
report, allege pilot scapegoating

RIPPLE EFFECT. Al 171 preliminary findings will have ‘global ramifications’ on all 787 operators; pilots body seeks transparency in probe

e—

Rkt Vald
Ancesh Phadnis
M DM uimibis

Avingion experts is well as pi
lors  have cast  “serious
doubts” on the preliminary
findings of the Alr Indi@
Flight 171 erash investiga-
tion, especially surrounding
the rode of milots in allegedly
causing the mishap,
Speaking o businessline,
the Indian avintion industry
stakcholders  howve warned
AEAINSt Premature assump-
tiies Ensinusting procedural
lapses in the cockpit.
Experts have cited the po-
tential foreritical mechatical
failures in the Boeing 787
Dreamliner, The preliminary
report released on the early
meorning of Saturday IST re-
vealed that both engines ghu
down seconds after take-off.
The report prepired by
Adreraft Accldent [nvestiga-
tion Burean's (AAIH) staved
that just three seconds after
n_achmg s peak speed of
180 mvota, both fuel comtrol
switches were found 1o hive

MECHANICAL FAILLURE. The prefimingry report releasaed on
I5T revealed that both ENgmes shut down secands after mke-off

transitioned  from ‘run’ 1o
‘cutoff’ mode, causing both
engines  to sht  down
mid-air.

However, the report did
not cive the cause of this oc
currence. Thie crew had ried
to restart the engines, miv-
ing both fuel curodl switches
back to“mun"™ positions.

This morve allowed 'englne
1" o begin the recovery proe
cess; however, ‘engine 2
while relighting, coldn’ ar

rest its core spead decelera
tiom. The marcroft fmiled to
goin altitude and crashed into
thi B Medical College hostel
compomend, kess than a nast-
ical male from the runway,

The report issued no im-
mediate safety recommenda-
thoms, noting the aircraft was
airworthy, certified, and had
nomkor defects.

Veteran aviator Captain
Shealeti Lumnba said the AAIR
may have masnead oritical

the early marming of Saterday

fligrhe dat Lumbea noted that
the aircraft’s Aight data re-
corder only monitors fuel
valve position and not tw
cockpit switch position, sug-
gesting that the report ey
hiave wrongly inferved cock-
pit actions,

Hesdes, laumba  chal
lenged the report’s ‘clean
chit' being given to Bocing
and GE and stated that a
mare thorough investigation
neads to be  conducted,

preferably by a  ‘Tudicial
Court of Inguiry.”

Martin Consulting CED
Mark [ Martin, called the no-
tion of a pilot manoaily cut-
tingt Fued te bath engines dur
ing take-off “unthinkable™
and emphasised the absence
of any mention of cockpit
camera fooqage ther could
validate crew behaviour

e gaied thee Al 171 prefim
inzry report will have a
‘global ramification’ on all
THT operators, Furthermore,
he asserted thar the T&T
Dreamdiner is a comprehens-
ively diginally controlied and
software-driven aircraft that
constantly needs patchesand
sysiem updates.

FILOTS BODY REACTS
Meamwhile, the Aidine 16-
lots” Association of India
(ALPA-India} has polnted
out opacity in the imvestigs-
tion and sidefining of quali-
fied fight crew from the
probe.

Tt beas raised alarm over the
serviceability bolletin refer-
enced in the preliminary re-
port, which highlighted a po-

tentind malfunction related
to the arcraft’s fuel control
swilch gutes

The association  also
warncd that without answers
1o geveral of its fundamental
questbons, the integriry ofthe
imestygation as well as the
safety of ongoing operations
remained b doubt,

Other industry stakehold-
ers swd the investigation
needed o symchronise dam
from the cockpit vokce re-
corder and the Dight data re
corderwith the exact fiming.

The preliminary report
has not relessed the entire
cockpit voloe recorder tran-
script, Pikots say it's not pos-
sible that only two sentences
were uttered and then the
‘May Doy’ message rebayed.

“If there is a loss of thrust
in aircraft during take-off,
the pilor who s monitoring
the parometers would call
out that snd the same would
get recorded,” @ sendor cap-
tain said.

As of now, the investiga-
thon |5 oigoing and B expec-
ted to vield a final repon
within 12 months.
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Families of British victims to
move court against Boeing

r—
Aneesh Phadnis
Marnlai

Families of Alr India pas-
sengers who dicd in the air
crash in  Ahmedabad on
fupe 12 will take action
against Boeing in the US
courts very soon, to obtain
evidence and answers aboug
the role of the fuel control
switches in the accident,
Tames Healy-Prart, pariner
of UK law firm Keystone
Law, said on Saturday,

Keystone Law has been
engaged by the familics of
Uk-based victims of the ac
cident. The erash resulted
Im the death of 260 persons,
including passengers, crew
and persons on  ground.
These included 53 British
citizens.

“The preliminary report

rules out o number of theor-
fes and foouses on the
design, installation, main-
tenance and wse of the fuel
control switches.

QUESTIONS REMAIN
“The gpecific inclugion of a
Special Airworthiness In-
formution Bulletin (SATR)
from December 2018 that
highlights the defective fuel
controf switches is of real
amgnificance. Both Alr India
and Boring have serious
Guestions toanswer arising
out of this preliminary re-
por,” Healy-Prait said in a
statement.

Apart  from  moving
courts in the US, the low
firm is-also assisting famil-
ies in securing compensa-
ton from Alr India as per
the Montreal Comvention.

In its prefiminary invest-

igation repart, the Aircraft
Accident Investigntion Bur-
can [AAIB) said the US Fed-
erl Aviation Administri-
tion (FAAY had issued a
SAIE regarding potential
dizgengagement on the fuel
comtral switch locking fea-
ture.

The bulletin was based
on feports from Boeing 737
operators  that these
switches  were  installed
with locking feanires disen-
gaged.

*The airworthiness con-
cern wag st categorized as
an unsafe condition that
would warrant an airwer
thiness directive by the
FAA,™ the AATB noted. Al
India also informed AAIR
that inspections as sugges-
ted by the FAA bullerin were
not carried out because
those were not mandatory.
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Spicelet (¥ 38.35% The trend is down and strong.
The stock has falled twice kgt year to sustun the rise
abwwve €75, That indicates the lack of strong buyers to
take the price higher.

Ratuim - 265

o

17 3¢ el 1L 28

14 r'.'ﬂLR FPESESTANOES g
now at #45 and then in
the 1550l reglon,
Outlook is bearish,
There is a danger of

ﬂl‘*‘lﬁi"‘ ._ Hplcelet r:hun.’;:nr:..'r
; Y !

L

tumbling to ¥23-20. This
fall could be very gradunl
a5 1L 18 I:I:'I:!JIJ-L‘I:I.II:I?; mow, It
is betrer to accept the
bires and exit the stock at current levels now rather
than waiting with a hope for the price to rise back,
Always remember (o enter any position with a proper
stop-loss in place. That will help vou to minimise the
bess whien the view goeswrong.
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[nside the cockpit: How Al's Boeing
Dreamliner flight ended in disaster

—
Reuters.

A preliminary report into the
Air India crash that killed 260
people lnst month showed the
plane’s engines fuel ool
switches  almost  simudtan-
cously flipped from mun o
cutoff, starving the engines of
fusel.

Here is the sequence of
events - by the seconds - on
June 12, as detailed by Indian
imvestigutors in their prefimin-
ary report relessed on Satarday:

0547 GMT (11:17 am 18T
—Airr Inclia Dreamliner VT-ANB
landed in Ahmedabad  from
Mew Delhixs AT423,

(74838 GMT - The adrcraft
wis observed depaming from
ey 34t the airport.

(75515 GMT - The alreraft
requested ta clearance, which
wis granted by nir traffic con-
ol a minute loger the alreraft
taxied from the bay (o Rumaay
23 via Taxbway R4, backtracked
and lined wpior ake-off.

0802403 GMT - The sircraft
wa rransferred from ground 1o
tower control,

OB07:33 GMT - Take-off

clearanoe issied.

ORNE:3S GMT - Adreraft G-
tedioff,

080842 GMT - Aircrsfi
reached max airspeed of 130
knots.  “Immediately  there-
after, the Engine 1 and Engine
fuel cutoff switches
mmaimned from RUN 10
CUTOFF position cne after an-
otherwithatime gapof 01 sec.”

“The Engine N1 and N2
began to decrease from their
take-off values as the fue sup-
ply tothe engines was cut off

“In the cockpit voice recond-
ing, one of the pilots is heard
asking the other why did he
cutedf. 'The other pilot respan-
ded that he did not do so. The
CCTV footage obtained from
the alrport showed Ram Air
Turbine (RAT) gerning de-
ploved during the initésl climb
immediately after lifi-off.

“The alreraft stared 1w lose
altinsde before crossing thee air-
port perimeterwall.”

DRORA7 GMT - laogh en
gings’ valoes “passed below
minimam idle speed”, and the
RAT hydraulie pump began

suppiving hydraolic power.

(H:8:52 GMT - Engine 1
fuel catolf switch transithoned
from CUTOFF o RUN,

(#0856 CMT - Engine 2
fuel cutoff switch also trans-
monsfrom CLUTOFF o BUN,

"When fuel control switches
are moved from CUTOFF o
RUMN while the aircraft is ind~
light. each engines full author-
ity dual emgine control (FA-
DEC) automatically manages o
relight amd thrust recovery se-
quence of igniton ond fuel
snrroduction,”

“Engime I's core decelera-
tion sopped, reversed and star-
Tl b0 progTess o recovery, En
gine 2 was able w relight but
could not arrest core speed de-
coleration and re-introduced
fuet repeatedly o increase core
speed  accelgration  and
recovery.”

(8:0%:05 GMT - One of the
pilots transmitted “MAYDAY
MAYDAY MAYDAY™,

{8:0e%1 1 GMT - Dhaga record-
fing stopped,

(E:14x4 GMT - Crash fire
tencher left the airport premises
for rescusand firefighting.
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Too early to draw conclusions: Naidu

on Al crash investigation report

TWO VIEWS. |nitial Aindings indicated deliberate action by cockpit crew, say experts; Minister urges caution

—
Our Buread
Miumbal

Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan
MNuidu and his deputy Murlidhar Mo-
hol sald it was premature w draw
conclusions from Air India Bocing
TET pocident investigation report.

The ]'!r:'||n1Lh:|1‘_n.' accident inves
igation report was released by Air-
craft Accident Investigation Bureau
tﬂu.r'l'_.-'llll Hu1|.|r|.1i|5'.

Date from enhanced airborne
fight recosders showed thar limmse-
diately afver getting airborne and
achieving maximum speed aircraft’s
fuel conrral switches transitionsd to
cut off mode.

While some experts. suggested
that this ndicated deliberare action
by cockpit crew, both the Minsters
urged caution,

CAUTIOUS APFROACH
*We can't draw wny conclusions be-
e LTE28 § 21 u”:ll!l'_'.' i !:-n.-'|:|n'||.|1:I|"'_.' n._'pllrr.

[t would be better if we
comment on it when the
final report comes in.

RAM MOHAN MAIDL
Civil fusation Minlutes

Inguiry isstill ongoing,” Minister of
Seate for Ohvil Aviation Murtidhar
Mohol sakd.

“AAIE has been carried out a good
investigation, It has been an impar-

tial |.|1'|'Eﬂilg.|llfm. AAIE i @i
auronomous suthorty and there is
no interference from the Ministry,”
he added. Nasdu also n]:\]:!r;'l.'l::]rud
the work carfied our by AAIB
investigators,

=1 vepuald ke 1o nﬁ:rru.'i.qh" Ihg'_||'||"|
done by AAIE. For the first time, the
black box was safely recovered, and
-.|.1.'L'\c:-s|.ll1§.' the data was done, Thisisa
preliminary report. We are analys-
ing it from the Ministry.

“Ir would be better if we com-
ment on it when the final report
combes i, We are coordinathisg with
AATB and we will help with all the re-
soniroes they need,” Naidu said,

The acchdent investigatkon i lad
by Sanjay Kumar Singh who has
been appointed oz imvestigator in
charge.

Crther team members include Fas-
bir Singh Lorgha (chief investig-
ALOF", 'n-'i]:-i:u. Ve ‘n.’:'l'r:'l'l!rll;]:, Vieps-
aragavan K and Vaishnav
Vikaykumar,

Currently, the downlosded en-

hanced alrcraft  flight  recorder
(EAFH) data is being analysed inde-
tail, Components of interest for fur-
ther examination have been quar
antined. Amafysis of post mortem
reports of passengers und crew too
1% hr.-mg carried,

While AAIR has not issued any
immediate safety recommenda-
viona, it said will review addivional
evidenee and records sought from
stakeholders.

In a suatement, Boelng sald, Our
thouwriits remain with the loved ones
of the passenpees and crew on boand
Air India Flight 171, sswell as every-
one affected om the pround n
Ahimedabad. We continue to sup-
port the investigation and our
customer.”

W will defer o the AAIB o
provide infirmation about ALLTL in
adherence with the United Nations
Intermational Chvil Aviation Ongan-
izatic protocol known as Annex 13,

Witk ingears from PT1
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Air India crash report ‘very soon'’: Minister Naidu

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Civil Aviation Minister
KRammohan Naidu on Friday said the re-
portofthe Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB)into the Air India171 plane
crash will be released “verysoon”.

“Very soon... AAIB is working on it... it
is the responsibility of AAIB, let them do
their job,” Naidu said on the sidelines of an
event in Mumbai.

Naidu said that the Civil Aviation Minis-
try is ensuring transparency and account-
ability in the investigation.

The much-awaited report could shed
light into the reasons behind the horrific
crash in Ahmedabad that killed all but
one of the 242 persons on board. Nineteen
othersdied on the ground after the Boeing
Dreamliner aircraft crashed within min-

Focus on pilot actions,
claims WSJ

The Wall Street Journal published a
report based on early assessment by
US officials on the causes that may
have contributed to the crash. The
report said the initial probeis focus-
ing on the pilot’s actions rather than
the aircraft’s problem.

utes of taking off. Earlier this week, the
AAIB informed a parliamentary standing
committee that the preliminary report
would be made publicin the next few days.
» Air India, Page 6

Air India crash
report ‘very
soon’; Minister
Naidu
Air India, from Page 1

AAIB, whichoperatesunder
the Civil Aviation, is tasked
withinvestigating all air acci-
dentsinvolving aircraft with
an All Up-Weight (AUW) of
maore than 2,250 kgs or tur-
bojet aireraft.

Under International Civil
Awiation Organisation pro-
tocols, member countries
are expected to submit pre-
liminary reports within 30
days of air accidents, and
findings are shared with all
stakeholders.

On Friday, the Wall Street
Journal published a report
based on early assessment
by US officials on the causes
that may have contributed
to the disaster.

The report said the initial
probe into the crash is fo-
cusing on the pilot’s actions
rather than the aireraft’s
problem. Preliminary find-
ings indicate that switch-
es controlling fuel flow to
the jet’s two engines were
turned off, leading to loss
of thrust after the aircraft’s
take-off. However, itwasun-
clear why the switches were
turned off.

The WS report follows
a similar news story carried
by Air Current, a US-based
publication.

A day after the crash, the
AAlBrecovered the Cockpit
Voice Recorders (CVR) from
the rooftop of the hospital
where the aircraft crashed.
The Flight Data Recorders
(FDR) were recovered from
thedebris on June 16, 2025.

The black boxes were
brought to the AAIB lab in
Delhi on June 24 and the
data was extracted.
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AAIB points to apparent
confusion; switch-off
cause to be probed:; no
mention of manufacturers

Arindam Majumder & Forum Gandhi

New Delhil Mumbai: A cut in fu-
el supply toboih engines triggered
the crash of an Air India Boeing
T7 Dreamliner aircraft last
month, according to initial fin-
dings im an investigation into the
accident that claimed 70 lives.
The preliminary report by the
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) did not recom-
mend action against the manuwfac-
turer Boeing, or engine supplier
General Electric, indicating no
major fautt with the plane
or its engines, aviation =5
safety experts said. B

DELHI

13 JULY 2025

AIR INDIA CRASH

Fuel Supply Cut After
Takeoff, shows Report

flow to the engines, had been di-
sengaged seconds after 1ift-off.

Ten seconds later, the switches
were turned on again, but the pla-
ne failed to regain power fast eno-
ughtostopitsdescent before cras-
hing.

The fuel cut-off switches ina mo-
dern aircraft such as the Boeing
787 are located below the thrust le-
ver and have safeguands suchas a
metal lock, as well as a puard built
arcund them, to avoid sccidental
switching off. The safeguards we-
rebuilt in after multiple incidents
of unintentional fuel shut-off on
older generation planes.

The report also pointed to appa-
rent confusion over the rapidly-
unfolding scenario between the
two pilots. “In the CVR, one of the
pilots is heard msking the other
why he cut off. The other pilot re-
sponded that he did not doso,” the

b R

report said

Sumeet Sabharwal, with more
than 15,000 hours of flving experi-
ence, was the captain of Air India
fMight AIT1 on 8 scheduled service
from Ahmedabad fto Gatwick.
First Officer Clive Kunder had
3400 hours of fAying experience,
acoording to Air India.

The AATIH report did not offer
any final conclusion about the fac-
tors that could have led to the fuel
switches getting turned of i

A person aware of the develop-
ment said investigators will now
determine whether any software
problem with the plane's control
could have led to the confusion.
The person pointed to the possibi-
lity of a second interim report if
there are more significant fin-
dings, but safety experts said in-
vestigators have more or less de-
termined the cause to be human

error. “1t's not Bosing or

the engines, as we

. can see fromd the
“4 ' factthatthere heve
been no recommen-

AAIH said analysis of
the aircraft’s cockpit voi-
ce recorder {(CVR) and
fight data recorder (FDR)

dations for them."”
said John Goglia, a
former member of

showed both fuel control
switches, which regulate

L{l‘ L FUEL CONTRGL R
L L

the National Trans-

portation Safety
Fightcontral g i of the 5.
panelinside -
the plane Intentional Or Mot s 7

Findings throw |
Up Concerns, 1
sayExperts .

m Expertssay the

preliminary

assessment
provides critical factson
engine fuel control switch-
esheing in cutoff position
but leaves key guestions
of why, how unanswered.
Forum Gandhireports.

FAA: No Further
Action Needed
on Boeing 787s

ﬂ FAA hasissued

a formal com-

miumication to
other regulators, saying
Boeing 787 operators
need not take any further
action followingthe
initial findings, reports
Arindam Majumder

Intentional Or Not

*+ FromPage1

*They tleary sty somehody tur
ning fiel sw tchis of T al an napp
roptiate mament. | belisve the i
vestipation will now Focus on de-
termining whether the act was in
tentional,” said Goglia.

Gl said the saenee af an
v fation peychi it af the indfi
al stageal anair crash probe isve
ry unusml nnd indicates the i
vestipators were focusing more
ontheanpie of human ecron

The AAIB toam probing the
erash plan commprises a psychala
gist. Abr India said idwill hally coo
perate wiih iovestigators

“Boeing will defer to India's AA
1B o previde indormation abouk
Mir India Flight 171, in sdherence
with the United Mations nterna
ol Civil Aviation Onganiza
tiin protocol keown os Anhes 13,
the American aircralt manufac

trer sadd

FAA'E 2018 RECOMMEMATION
AAIR atso noted that the 08 Feds
rmal Aviation  Admirdstretion
(EAA], n 332 recommended aic
lines inspect the fued controd swii
che= an the THT and other Boelngs,
after a few alrdines reportesd oei-
dents af the fuellocking mecha
niams petting dEengaged. The
Fas, however, mentioned the re
oommendatinns were not manda
tory.

FUEL SWITCHES CHAKGED
Moreover, the Fus] swibches on the
erashed plane had been chaiped
when Ar India replaced the
throtile control modiide - ones in
B9 and then in MEL A mainie
nance mecomd of June 11 for the
same aircraft, a day befnew the
crash, did oof revesl any Gaalt
withany critical part.
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‘Air India Crash Findings Raise
More Questions Than Answers’

I More work needs to be done, but | think
we know what happened: Capt John Cox

Report based on cockpit voice recorder
does not clarify which pilot said what

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: The preliminary report
into the Air India flight 171 crash
vonfirmed that both engine fisel
control switches were moved to the
cut-ofl position shorily after take-
off, but it laft the key question as t
why this happened unanswered, sa-
iexperts

"I'm very surprised and dishe-
artensd to learn about the move-
ment of the foel control swit-
ches,” said Capt. John Cox, vete-
ran pilot and safety analyst.
“There is more investigative
work to do, alot more, but Ithink
that we know what happened.
MNow the forcus becomes why ™

As per standard profocol, the Alr-
craft Accident Imwestigation Bu-
reauw’s {(AATB) preliminary report
did not offer any analysis or concu-
sions, which will figure in the final
report. According o the coclotvor-
e recorder, one pilot ashed why did
the other shut off the el coniral
switches. The other replied that he
didn’t The report did nod clarify
which pilot zaid what.

Cox said that the switches are
designed to prevent accidental

Current
The Al171 Crash: Key Facts &g
Areraft Air India Bosing Previous Advisory
787.8 registration VTANE | in 2018, 2 Sperial i, o
Casualties: 229 passangers and | Arworthiness Information
12 crew were killed. 19 more | Bufletin (SAIR) had wamed [ Mo safety
penpie on the ground also died | of a potential desipn flaw m | PECOAUTER:
Location: Ajreraft crashed 3t | the fusel control switches dations have
0805 LITC on June 12, 2005 in | Alr india did net perfoem been issued
Ahmedabad, impacting a hoste! | the suggested inspections, as | Boaing T87-8
Iocated 09 nautscd meles fram | the SAIE was advisory, not | Operstors at
the end of the rimsay mandtory thi stage

Who were the pilots

¥ Airfine transport ficene
valid till May 14, 2026

¥ Tot fhying experience
of 15,638 hours [85%
howrs on a Bosng TETIL

walid bl Sept 26, 2025

¥ Todal fying experiance of
3,403 hotrs (1,128 hours

‘ on a Boeing 7ET mo-pilat

activation. “You have to delibe-
rately lift them and move them. It
woildn't be semething that co-
uld vibrate out of position. That
isby design,” he said. “There’sa
lot of evidenece pointing to these
switches being moved by a per-
son.” *In all my 55 years in avia-
tion, Ican think of only one other
case I'm aware of where somet-

hing like that happened.” he ad-
ded, referring to a 1987 Delta Air
Lines 767 incident. The crew ac-
cidentally moved both switches
but managed to resiart the engi-
nes and land safely

David Soucie, former Federal
Aviation Administration safety
inspector and suthor of "Why
Planes Crash’, called the Air In-

dia crash "highly irregular snd
without precedent”. He said that
pilots are trained to identify the
failed engine and shut down only
that one usinga checklist.

“In this case, both cuteffs were
pulled in repid succession, with
no verbal coordination or check-
list discipline, which reises serio-
us concerns,” he said. “From a
procedural standpoint, the only
justification for such action wo
uld be if both engines had already
failed or were on fire. That was
clearly not the case.”

Soucie said he was initially in-
clined to believe the action
wasn't intentional. "But the 4-
ming and manner of the shut-
down are not consistent with
standard pilot training. Either
the pilot didn't understand what
theswitchesdo, or theaction was
madewithout deliberate cogniti-
ve intent. Both are deeply troub-
ling." hesaid.

Capt. Amit Simgh, foonder of
the Safety Matters Foundation,
pointed to a potential discrepan-
oy in the timeline.

FORFULL REPORT, GO TO
WWW. economictimes.com
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FAA: Boeing 787 Operators Need Not Take Further Action

Arindam Majuemder

New Delhi: The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) has issued
& formal communication to other
regulators stating that Boeing T47
operators need not ke any furt-
her action ollowing the prelimi-
nary assessmentof the canses lea-
ding to the crash of an Air India
aircraft last month.

The report says that imestigators
are focusing primarily on torning
om and off the fuel control switches
by the pilots. It also mentions that
the FAA had sent information bulle-
tin in 268 sbowt the pobential di-
sengonpement of the foel combrol
switch locking feature. Ajr Indis
told mvestipators it did not carry

out suppested inspections as they
wire "advisory and notmandaiory”.

AN ADVISORY SERVICE BRALETIN
Safety experts though said that it
had no connection to the accident
imestipation. FANs advisory, revie-
wed by ET, was issued following
suich isswes on 7375, a smaller model
of Boeing airplanes and was never
reported inany T87.

Air India also changed the swit-
ches when the airline had repla-
ced the throttle control module
twice in201%and 2023, Ina modern
generation jet like the Boeing 787,
the thrust control modole and the
fuel control switches are physical-
ly integrated into the same guad-
rant unit and the replacing the
midule also involves replacing
the fuel switches, an engineer who
is certified for the aircraft said.
AATH slso said that pilot have not
reported any defect pertaining to
the fuel control switch since 20Z3
on the aircraft.

" In those six years, theaircrafi un-
derwent major maintenance
checks during which it would have
certainly come io the notice of the
manifacturer or the operator if the

locking mechanism was not func-
tioning properiy” said John Cox,
chief executive of Safety Operating
Systems, 8 firm which provides
consulting services on accident in-
vestigations,

The Boeing 787 are located below
the thrust lewer and have safegu-
ards like metal bock and & guard bu-
ilt around them to avoid any aoci-
dental switching off. Such safegn-
ards were built by aircraft manu-
facturers after multiple incidents
involving unintentional fuel shu-
toff onolder generation jets.

Engineering records of the air-
craft alse showed no Bkt with any
critical equipment, AATHsaid * All
airworthiness directive and safety
bulletins were compiled on the air-
craft aswell asengines,” AAlB=sail.
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No conclusions till >
final report: Minister final report: Minister

HITIH KLUMAR
Mew Dalhi July 12

UMIOM CIVIL AVIATION rmin
lster Kimjarapu Ram Mohan
Maidy on "1.1r1|rclr|_'!.'<.ai.'l not o
fump to any conchislonson the
Atrcratt Acoident Inneest Eation
Bureau {AAIR) mportof the Al
IndiaAl-171 carash, mokl g AL as
a preliminary submission on
which comment can walt till
thefinal reportisout. " Nocon
1.'L'\.L:-J.I.|I.I.‘h-&.'.ll 1 s IJ! AT LHhElJ on
the pilots’ conversationas it is
very brief Further investiga
tion 15 necessary, We should
wait for that repart,” hesaid
Naidu said the mingstry is
currently analysing the pre
lkmbnary report and coordinat
ing with AAIR to provide nec

K FLAR BOHAN HAIDU,
CIVILAVIATRON MMESTER

Further
probe is
g Necessary

CS5Ary SUPPON i nidl Tesmrces
He added he frmly balieves
[rndia hasone of the fEnest ot

ation workforces inthe world,
terming pilots and crew the
backbone of civil aviation

Continued on Page 2

No conclusions till

HE SAID THEIR dedication
deserves full apprediation with
thedrweline K atop prlority

Maidu sakd these are techni
cal matfers best handled |.1'_L'!EI.|:'
investigation vl.EI'ﬂc’\l:nl'll" w hile
the preliminaryreport has been
recerved, concrete comamenids
should await the final report
The minestersad hu*ﬂrpn"rim oY
the transparent, pofessional,
and muature mannes lowhich
the myestigation has bean con
diieted, fa "IJL'-'IH.H all the tes-
national protoco s

Unban milnisier of state (o
ovil mriation Mudidbar Mohaol
also satd the Alrcm i Avcident
[rivest b-: ation Burean [AAIH]s
report antheahmedabad plane

sy s o e inarycree anad
condusions  cannot  be
drawn based el as the comver-
sation between the pilotswas
very brief.

Mohalsaid, "Thisisapredim-
Inary peport. We cannot draw
anyconcl usons based onit

Eadier, in case of such acck
demits, the black box had to be
sent abenad. Mo, we cancom
plete this invest igation quickly
oumseives. The AAIBisan inde
pesdent Body, Thens | sno e
ference from the ministTy init
Mo conclusbons can be dmwn
msedonthe pﬂl:b.'rmtrn'm:rm
as it Levery brief Further Inves-
tigation i mecesa r}'.l‘u'r shwaie]
walt forthat mport. " he added.
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AIRINDIA CRASH INVESTIGATION IS STILL UNDERWAY

Why fuel to engines was cut off
remains a mystery: Aviation experts

SWARAJI BAGGONIK AR
Ml.ilmbai_,_ Jul}r_ 12

WHILE THE PRELIMINARY
findings of the investigation
into the June 12 Air India
crash, submitted by the Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB),reveal a sudden
loss of power inthe aircraft, the
exact cause of the abrupt stop-
page of fuel supply to both
engines remains unclear.

Thereport states thatboth
engines shut down just sec-
onds after takeoff, following
the transition of the fuel cut-
off switches from the'Run’to
‘Cutoff’ position — one after
the other.

According to the cockpit
voice recorder, one pilot was
heard asking the other, “Why
did he cut off?” To which the
other pilot responded that he
had notdone so.

Afew seconds later, the fuel
switch for one engine was
returned to the ‘Run’position.
Both engines subsequently
relighted but failed to acceler-
ate or recover core speed,the
reportnoted.

“It is certain that both
engines had shut down; it may
have happened because of the
fuel control switches being

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

POINTS OF VIEW

E Switches
. moving to cutoff
is highly unusual

Mo competent
pilot would
deliberately
interact with
fuel switches

B EarlierinDec 2018,

US Federal Aviation
Administration had
pointed out the potential
disengagement of the
locking feature on the fuel
control switches

H Experts demand
attention from all
Boeing 787 operators

Another expert says
Air India and Boeing

have serious questions
to answer

selected off. How did they go
off? A technical defect, or
human intervention? The
design is such that it cannot
automatically go on and off,"
said veteran pilot and aviation
safety expert Amit Singh to PT1.

Mark Martin, CEQ of Mar-
tin Consulting, emphasised
that the report’s revelation —
thatbothengine fuel switches
moved to‘Cutoff’ during take-
off — is highly unusual and
demands global attention
tromall Boeing 787 operators.

He stressed that no compe-

Sun, 13 July 2025

tent pilot would deliberately
interact with fuel switches
during such a critical phase of
flight, where attention is
focused on instruments
directly ahead,suchaslanding
gear and flap controls — not
the mid-consolewherethetuel
switchesare located.

The AAIB reportalso refer-
ences a Special Alrworthiness
Information Bulletin issued
by the US Federal Aviation
Administration in December
2018, highlighting the poten-
tial disengagement of the

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/77740848

locking feature on the fuel
control switches. This men-
tion has raised further con-
cerns among experts.
Speaking to FE, UK-based
international aviation lawyer
James Healy-Pratt said, “The
specific inclusion of a Special
Airworthiness Information
Bulletin from December 2018
that highlights defective fuel
control switches is of real sig-
nificance. Both Air India and
Boeing have serious questions
to answer arising out of this
preliminary report.”

Pilots' union
seeks fair
Investigation

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 12

AIRLIME PILOTS' ASSOCIA-
TION of India demanded a fair
and fact-based probe into the
Air India plane crash as it
claimed that the tone and direc-
tion of the investigation into
the Air India plane crash sug-
gests a bias towards pilot error.

The 15-page report says
that in the cockpit voice
recording, one unidentified
pilot asked the other why he
had cut off the fuel,which the
other denied.

“Thetone and direction of
theinvestigation suggest abias
towards piloterror. . ALPAIndia
categorically rejects this pre-
sumption and insists on afair,
fact-based inquiry,” Airline
Pilots'Association of Indiasaid.

The association has also
demanded thatits representa-
tives should be observers in
the investigation process to
ensure transparency and

accountability.
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Domestic air
passenger
traffic touches
1.38 cr in June

NEW DELHI
e r——

Domestic air passenger traffic
rose Al per cent to over L35
crore in June oo an annual
basis but declined marginally
compared to May, a report
said on Friday Rating agency
ICRA also said the country's
aviation industry is projected
to report a net loss of Rs 2,000
to 3000 crore in FY2026, amid
rising ATF prices and geo-
political risks.

While maintaining a stable
outleok for the industry, ICRA
said that supply chain dis-
ruptions, including Pratt &
Whitney engine issues, con-
tinue to impact capacity and
costs, "For June 2025, domestic
air passenger traffic was esti-
mated at 138.7 [akh, 5.1 per cent
higher than 1321 lakh in June
2024. However, it witnessed a
marginal decline of L3 per
cent on a sequential basis. The
aifines’ capacity deplovment
in June 2025 was 4.9 per cent
higher than June 2024; how-
ever, it was 23 per cent lower
compared to May 20257 itsaid.
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Black box data recovered
using NTSB kit that arrived
11 days after Air India crash

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Black box data from the Air
India Boeing 787-8 aircraft
that crashed in Ahmeda-
bad last month was re-
trieved with the help of a
kit from the U.S. National
Transportation Safety
Board that was flown into
India 11 days after the
crash.

There have been several
questions raised as to why
there was a delay in down-
loading data from the air-
craft’s two black boxes,
or enhanced airborne
flight recorders (EAFRs).

In a press statement, the
Civil Aviation Ministry ear-
lier said that the two black
boxes were brought to Del-
hi on June 24, though one
unit was recovered from
the accident site on June 13
and another on June 16.

This was a day after the
“Golden Chassis (Identical
EAFR unit) and Download
cables required to down-
load data from EAFR were
sourced from NTSB [Na-
tional Transportation Safe-
ty Board], USA. The items
arrived on 23rd June 2025,”
the preliminary report of

W e i D

Two black boxes were brought to Delhi on June 24, though one unit
was recovered on June 13 and another on June 16. VIJAY SONEJI

the Aviation Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIB)
states.

The AAIB probing the
crash also has a “state-of-
the-art” black box lab. The
lab can retrieve data and
conduct thorough analyses
of accidents and incidents
but it is not clear whether
it was equipped to recover
data after a crash like the
one seen last month,
which resulted in some
damage to the black boxes
too.

The Air India Boeing
787-8 aircraft was
equipped with two EAFRs,
one in the tail section and
another in the forward sec-
tion of the aircraft.

The black box in the

rear section was found to
be “substantially dam-
aged”.

The report adds that the
cockpit area microphone,
which captures voice data,
was opened to inspect the
memory card, but “the
damage was extensive”.
The EAFR in the front sec-
tion was covered in soot,
but was still intact.

The downloaded flight
data related to approxi-
mately 49 hours of infor-
mation and six flights. The
recovered audio was two
hours in length and cap-
tured the event.

“The initial analysis of
the recorded audio and
flight data has been done,”
the report says.
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Preliminary report points to human intervention as the cause of crash

From Page One

Capt. A. Ranganathan

The stories in Air Current
and the Wall Street fowrmal
abotit fuel switches and the
threatened walkout by the
.5, Mational Transporta-
tion Safety Board and
mayhe by the AAIB of the
LK., from the investiga-
tion seem to have acceler-
ated the release of the pre-
liminary report.

Page 1 of the report,
which has an image from
the CCTV footagze of Al 171
tuking off and an inset,
shows that the RAM air tur-
bine was deployed. This
image was available to the
authorities even on the day
af the accident. The digital
fight data recorder (DFDR)
is not required to identily

itz deplovment. Thirty
days of misinformation
sifice the accident have in-
creased  anxiety among
passengers and stress le-
vels of the operating crew

on Ieamliners
wiorldwide,
Clarity needed

The report contains sever-
al vague statements. On
Page 13, it i clearly men-
tioned that the captain was
pilot menitoring and the
first officer was the pilot
fiving. The pilet ying han
dles the controls during
take-off, and both his
hands will be on the con-
trof column during take-off
and climb, until the autapi-
lor is engaged. The only pi-
Ior whose hands are free is
the pilot monitoring — in
this case, the captain. The
report attempis o give an

impression that either of
them could have manipu-
lated the fuel switches. On-
Iy the captain could have
moved the fuel selector o
cut-off position and not the
first afficer.

The report says, *In the
cockpit voice recording,
one of the pilots is heard
asking the other why did
he cut off the fuel. The oth-
ef pilot responded that he
did not do so!™ This is such
an amateurish attempt to
hide the fact. It is mandato-
ry for all pilots to wear
their headphones during
take-off or landing. The
cockpit voice recorder will
record any  transmission
from the captain's mike as
CAM 1 and the copilot's as
CAM 2, The investigator
can identify, positively,
who said what. Here again,
a very pool attempt o div-

There is no mention
of findings on the
airport and its
deficiencics in safcty
features amd Facilitics

ert from tacts is seen.

Page 11 of the report
#ives another clear indica-
tion of wrong information
being mentioned. In ltem
7, the details about the cap-
tain mention he is an air-
line transport pilots li-
cence holder. His licence
number is not mentioned.
His flving experience on
Boeing 787s is given as
£.596.43 hours and as pi-
lotin-command on  this
rype of alreralt is 8, 26043
howirs.

T iy any large aircraft,
the airline transport li
cence 8 mandatory. The

captain's licence was is-
sued on May 14, 2021, and
the crash was on June 12,
2025. By the Civil Aviation
Requirements on flight and
duty time limitations of the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation, a pilot can fly a
maximum of L0 hours a
veear. The report indicates
the captain has flown more
than 8,200 hours in four
viears and 21 days. On the
day of the cTash, the DGCA
had given the experience
level of the captain as
8200 howrs and the first
officer as 1,100 hours. This
report gives the captain’s
total hours as 15,638 hoors
and the first officer’s os
2,403 hours. The report, as
im all air accidents aver the
vears, do not conform to
International Civil Aviation
Organmization  Annex 13
Standards, and India’s

aviation sector is thus prow-
ing to be an embarrass-
it £ the safety world,

Airport services

There i3 no mention of
findings on the airport and
its deficiencies in manda-
tory safety features and fa-
cilities. The notices wo air-
men, NOTAMS,  issued
immediately  after  the
crash  clearly  mention
RFF5 ZERD. This means
that rescue and hrefighting
services at the airport are
#ero, meaning afl the foam
and chemicals required for
fighting a fuel fire were ze-
ro, [CAD Annex 14, Volume
1 Standards mandates that
the Ahmedabad airport re

quires CATEGORY 9 RFFS.
When the fosm and chem-
icals used during the fire-
fighting of the crash is re-
plenished to make the

RFFS to Category 9, the air-
port authorities must issue
a fresh NOTAM cancelling
the earlier cne and indicat-
ing that Category 9 is avail-
able. There was no such
NOFTAM issued when the
alrport was apened for of-
eration in just three hours.
This is a grave safety viola-
tion and the report is silent
o airport failings.

[data in the digieal Might
data recorder and cockpit
voice recorder have been
downloaded and the de-
tails are available with the
Investigators, It is the inter
mational agencies that have
pushed the preliminary re-
port to mention the move-
ment of the fuel control
switches. The vague lan
guage  deploved by the
AMIE has left people won-
dering why the fuel selec-
tors moved and raised

doubts about the satety of
thi: Boedng THTS.

It is time India pu-
blished factual reports and
addressed the human fac-
tor in the monitoring of
criw instead of treating
them like machines. India
has suffered a major trage-
dy, and the families of the
departed souls deserve an
honest closure. Many more
such aceidents will follow
unless these issues are ad-
dressed urgently, Let us
move from the ego-filled
commercial aviation sys.
tem oy chvil aviarion with a
heart for the human fac-
tors affecting the crew.
{Captain A. (Mohan) Ran-
ganathan s a former air-
line ingtrwector pilof aid
aviation safety adviser. He
ix alxe a former member of
the Civil Aviation Safety Ad-
visory Council, India)
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Will review
Interim report
with pilots,
says Air India

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Air India on Saturday said
it will take on board its pi-
lot community by holding
dedicated sessions in the
coming days to review the
preliminary investigation
report of the June 12 crash.

“We understand that
the top importance of ev-
ery safety event is learning
to ensure safe skies,” Air
India senior vice president
for flight operations, Man-
ish Uppal, said in a com-
munication to pilots.

This tragedy, he said,
has deeply influenced the
aviation fraternity and the
Air India pilot community.
“The report gives an initial
insight. This is not the last
word, but an important
step in identifying factors
and ensuring that all possi-
ble measures are taken to
prevent such a tragedy
from reoccurring,” he said.

He also said that pilots
are trained to stay under
pressure, to continuously
learn, and to act decisively
when it matters most, ad-
ding, “Let us apply the
same now. Together, we
will reflect, react and rise
more than before.”



‘Why did you cut off (fuel

Al-171 probe’s interim
findings point to fuel
cutoff, but mystery
remains over what, or
who, caused engine
switches to move

Neha LM Tripathi

bettersi hindustant imes com

MEW DELHI: The Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureaw's pre-
liminary report into the Air
India flight 171 crash, released
early on Saturday, identified
fuel being cut off to both
engines shortly after takeoff as
the cause of the disaster—with
fuel control switches found in
the “cutoft” position triggering a
global debate over whether pilot
action or mechanical failure
caused 260 deaths. The report
also said that there was no “rec-
ommended action” for either
Boeing, the maker of the air-
craft, or GE, the engine manu-
facturer, at this time.

“At about 08:08:42 UTC
(1:38pm, 42 seconds) and imme-
diately thereafter, the engine |
and engine 2 fuel cutoff
switches transitioned from RUN
to CUTOFF position one after
another with a time gap of 01
see,” stated the report, before
stating "In the cockpit voice
recording, one of the pilots is
heard asking the other why did
he cutoff. The other pilot
responded that he did not do
507,

The 15-page report, published
exactly one month after the dis-
aster that killed 260 people, pro-
vides the first official account of
India’s worst aviation accident
in decades. Citing data from the
black boxes, the report stated
that moments after the aircraft
left the tarmac, both fuel
switches moved to the “cutoff”

continuedon =9

WHAT CAUSED "
THE CRASH? ;
Both engine fuel

switches “transitioned
from RUN to CUTOFF
position one after

another with a time gap
of 015ec’; roughly three
seconds after the plane
lifted off, This cut fuel
supply to both engines,
tausing loss of power

and, therefore, lift.
However, the report
doesn't determine
what caused the
switches to move.

POTENTIAL
CAUSES
RULED OUT
Weather, bird strike,
aircraft configuration,
weight and balance, fue

quality, engine
prablems

WHAT
NEXT?

What AAIB prellmmary report reveals - and doesn't

WERE THE PILOTS RESPONSIBLE?

We don't know yet. The cockpit voice recording reveals

- ne pilot asked the other why he cut off fuel, and the

B colieague responded he did not. It is a significant cluein
suggesting the fuel cut-off may have been unintentional.

WHM' HAPI'EHEB IN
THE CO

First DHl(sr Gwe Kundnr Was
pilot fiying while Captain
Sumeet Sabharwal was
manitoring, The report !
| givesa paraphrased exchange

- between them: "one of the pilots
is heard asking the other why did
you cutoff [fuel]. The other pilot
responded that | did not do so”

Seconds to disaster, a cockpit
exchange that deepens mystery

Neha LM Tripathi

lettershindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In the final seconds
of Air India Flight 171, as both
engines lost power and the Boe-
ing 787 began its fatal descent, a
crucial exchange unfolded
between two experienced pilots
that investigators believe holds
the key to understanding what
WENt WITnE,

“One of the pilots is heard asle
ing the other why did he cutoff.
The other pilot responded that he
did not do s0,” according to the

FIRST OFFICER CLIVE
KUNDER SERVED
ASPILOT I'LYING,
CAPTAIN SUMEET
SABHARWAL
MONITORED FLIGHT

Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau's preliminary report,
Those paraphrased words are at
the centre of a complex investiggs-
tion into whether the accident
was caused by human error,

mechanical failure, or an emer-
geney procedure gone cata-
strophically wrong. The cockpit
was staffed according to standard
procedures, with first officer Clive
Kunder, 32, serving as the pilot
flying while captain Sumect Sab-
harwal, 56, monitored the flight.
Both met all rest requirements,
the report noted.

“Itis highly unlikely that any
pilot, especially during take-off,
would want to fiddle around
with switches behind the thrust
levels,” an experienced airline
commander said, 5P6

WHAT WAS THE SWITCH ADVISORY?

The 2018 FAA bulletin cancernad fuel control switch locking
mechanisms that prevent inadvertent movement. When

& disengaged, switches could move more easily through
vibration, contact, or other factors, The FAA didn't mandate fixes,
only recommending inspections to ensure proper locking engagement.

CDULD THE CREW HAVE
ERED PLANE?
The ptinﬁmade a valiant bid to
ave the aircraft. Within 10-14
, secands of fuel cutoff, they
moved both switches back to
"RUN". However, recovery

| was impossible due to
| insufficient time and altitude.

| Jet engines need several minutes
| and higher altitudes to restart.

This preliminary report’s findings could shift significantly as more evidence emerges.
HAPPENS The AAIB states “information is preliminary and subject to change” A final report
determining probable cause is expected to take months or years to complete.
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Pilots’ body rebuts
report, hints at bias

Neha LM Tripathi
letters @hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: India’s pilot com-
munity erupted in anger on Sat-
urday over the preliminary Air
India Flight 171 crash report,
with avialion associations
accusing investigators of rush-
ing toinsinuate wrongdoing on
part of the flight crew for a dis-
aster that killed 260 people.
“The tone and direction of the
investigation suggest a bias
toward pilot error,” said Capt
Sam Thomas, president of the
Airline Pilots” Association of
India (ALPA). "ALPA India cate-
gorically rejects this presump-
tion and insists on a fair, fact-
based ingquiry. We also renew
our request to be included—at
the very least, as observers—in
the investigation process to
ensure transparency and

Thetail of the Air IndiaFlight 171 which crashed on June 12, w1

accountability.”

The Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Burcau's (AAIB) prelimi-
nary repart revealed that cock-
pit voice recordings captured
one pilot asking his colleague
why he had cut off fuel to both

engines, only to receive a denial
in response. Indian experts con-
demned the selective release of
just one paraphrased sentence
from what be several minutes of
recorded conversations.
continued on <9

Fuel switches: Controls at centre
of Air India crash investigation

HT Correspondent
letters@industantimas com

NEW DELHI: In the Boeing 787
cockpit, few controls are as heav-
ily protected against accidental
operation as the engine fuel
switches. Multiple layers of
mechanical safeguards guard
against inadvertent movement
of these critical levers that can
instantly cut power toa §200
million aircraft.

Those very switches lie at the
heart of the Air India Flight 171
investigation, after preliminary
findings revealed both moved
from “RUN" 1o “CUTOFF" within
one second of each other during
lake-off,

Theswitches sit undemneath the
throttle handles in the cockpit's
centre console, positioned where
pilots' hands naturally rest during
critical flight phases. Physical
brackets guard each switch on

hoth sides, making it impossible to
accidentally brush against them. A
spring-loaded mechanism
requires pilots to pull each switch
upward against resistance before
itcan be moved. 9P
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PRELIMINARY REPORT
position,

On the flight deck were cap-
tain Sumeet Sabharwal, 56, and
first officer Clive Kunder, 32,

The crew restored fuel low
within 10 and 14 seconds
respectively, triggering auto-
matic engine restart sequences,
but the Boeing 787 had already
begun its irreversible descent
toward a medical college hostel
in Ahmedabad.

The report did not identify
which remarks came from the
captain versus the first officer,
nor which pilot transmitted
“Mayday, Mayday. Mayday”
before the crash.

The findings have fractured
the global aviation community
over their implications for the
flight crew, with Indian aviators
questioning its neutrality, while
their western counterparts saw
little explanation apart from
deliberate human action for
fuel switches that moved one
second apart and required con-
siderable force to operate.

What caused both fuel
switches to transition from nor-
mal operation to cutoff position
remains the investigation’s cen-
tral mystery.

The preliminary report
establishes facts without deter-
mining causation, leaving open
possibilities ranging from
mechanical failure to human
error to electronic malfunction.

Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu urged caution.
“We care for the welfare and the
well-being of pilots so let's not
jump to any conclusions at this
stage, let us wait for the final
report,” he told reporters in Vis-
hakhapatnam.

Minister of state for Civil Avi-
ation Murlidhar Mohol empha-
sised the preliminary nature of
the findings. “The Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau is an
autonomens body that is doing
good work. What they have
submitted is a preliminary
report. The investigation into
the plane crash is still on,” he
said.

Air India acknowledged the
report while expressing solidar-
ity with families. "We continue
to mourn the loss and are fully
committed to providing support
during this difficult time. We
acknowledge receipt of the pre-
liminary report released by the
Alreraft Accident Investigation
Bureau today. Air India is work-
ing closely with stakeholders,
including regulators,” the air-
line said.

Boeing deferred to investiga-

tors, "Our thoughts remain with
the loved ones of the passengers
and crew on board Air India
Flight 171, as well as everyone
affected on the ground in
Ahmedabad. We continue to
support the investigation and
our customers. We will defer to
the AAIB to provide informa-
tion about All7L" a Boeing
spokesperson said.

The report also painted in
grim detail the extent of devas-
tation at the crash site.

Wreckage analysis revealed
the aircraft's violent disintegra-
tion across a debris field meas-
uring approximately 1LOOO by
400 leet. The vertical stabilizer
separated early in the sequence,
coming to rest 200 feet from the
initial impact point — the roof-
top of the hostel mess of BJ
Medical College, Major compo-
nents scattered across vast dis-
tances, with the flight deck
structure found 650 feet from
first contact with buildings.

The aircraft initially struck
trees and an incineration chim-
ney before impacting the medi-
cal college hostel's northeast
wall at an eight-degree nose-up
attitude with wings level.

The right engine separated
and came to rest on the roof,
having struck a concrete tank,
while the left engine was cata-
pulted farther ahead, striking
one of the hostel buildings at
ground level.

Closed-circuit television cap-
tured the deployment of a ram
air turbine—an emergency
windmill that provides backup
power—confirming complete
engine shutdown. The device
appeared in airport footage
almost immediately after lift-
off, indicating both engines had
lost power gencrating capabil-
ity. Flight recorders docu-
mented Engine | showing signs
of recovery during restart
attemnpts while Engine 2 man-
aged to relight but could not
arrest its core speed decelera-
tion. The Full Authority Digital
Engine Control systems auto-
matically managed restart
sequences once fuel flow
resumed, but insufficient alti-
tude and time prevented suc-
cessful recovery.

Other key findings ruled out
alternative explanations: flap
handle found in correct 5-de-
gree takeoff position, landing
gear lever in "DOWN" position,
thrust levers found near idle
but fight data shows they
remained forward until impact,
good weather conditions with
light winds, aircraft weight

(G LR Ll

within normal limits and no
evidence of bird strike.

The report noted fuel sam-
ples [rom airport bowsers
tested satisfactory, though very
limited fuel samples recovered
from the aircraft are still being
analysed.

The report states there are
“no recommended actions 1o
B787-8 and/or GE GEnx-1B
engine operatorsand manufac-
turers” at this stage, suggesting
investigators found no systemic
issues affecting the global Neet
ofover 1100 Dreamliners.

1IM-C RAPE CASE

around 9.40pm on Friday and
said that she fell down from a
vehicle and lost consciousness.
She was made to file the com-
plaint,” he said without men-
tioning whao might have swayed
her to appruach the rF:}llr:e

A senior police officer, h
ever, said: “The victim is an
adult. Her statement would be
recorded before a magistrate
under section 183 of the BNSS."

According to public prosecu-
tor Sourin Ghosal. the woman's
medical test was done on Satur-
day, and it conflirmed sexual
assaull.

“The doctor has documented
that she was subjected to sexual
assault. She has narrated the
entire incident,” Ghosal said
after the court hearing.

In her complaint, the woman
alleged that she tried to leave
the room, but the accused
stopped her and assaulted her
when she tried to resist his
advances.The woman added
that she regained conscious-
ness at around 8.35pm on Fri-
day and went to the Haridev-
pur police station to lodge the
complaint,

“We have registered a case
under sections 64 (rape), 123
(administering drug to commit
offence), 127(2) (wrongful con-
finement), 115(12) (voluntarily
causing hurt), and 76 (force-
fully disrobing a woman) of the
BNS. The accused was pro-
duced before a court in Alipore
on Saturday. The court sent
him to police custody till July
19." a senior police officer said
on condition of anonymity.

IIM-C director-in-charge Sal-
bal Chattopadhyay said in a
statement that the institute has
“zero tolerance for such inci-
dents” and s committed to
ensuring that due process is
followed.

“We wish to affirm that the
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment Calcutta has zero toler-

security system. We should not
do anything to derail proper
investigation. Let the truth
come out,” party state gencral
secretary Kunal Ghosh said.

THE ACCUSED WAS
PRODUCED BEFORE
AN ALIPORE COURT
ON SATURDAY,
WHICH SENT HIM
TOPOLICE CUSTODY
TILL JULY 19, AN
OFFICER AWARE OF
THE CASE SAID

PILOTS' BODY REACTS

“It is regrettable that the
entire CVR transcript was not
released by the AAIB, adding
more confusion to the situa-
tion, Just releasing one sen-
tence out of context was a dis-
service to the pilots and all pas-
sengers and crew of Al-171."
saild aviation expert Sanjay
Lazar.

“It was almost as though the
AAIB was |leaving people with a
fait accompli to imagine no
other circumstance other than
pilotdeliberate action, which is
wrong and rejected,” he added.

A third expert details can
provide context for the cockpit
exchange.

“They have selectively
quoted a few words from the
CVR without releasing the full
transcript. Youcan't draw con-
clusions from isolated phrases
without understanding the full
context—like when it was said,
why it was said, and what it
truly meant,” said a senior pilot
requesting anonymity.

Aviation safety firm CEO
Mark D Martin dismissed the
preliminary findings entirely,
calling them “a rushed and
manipulated investigation
aimed at blaming the pilots”
who died in the crash.

Critics also questioned the
imvestigation team’s composi-
tion, noting the absence of
experienced Boeing 787 pilots,
“What is the reason for not
including a single trained 787
pilotin the probe? ldeally, such
a pilot should have been part of
the committee,” Lazar said.

Western aviation experts
offered sharply contrasting
interpretations, focusing on the
technical precision required to
operate the [fuel control
switches and the sequential
timing captured in flight data.

“If they were moved because

ofa pilot, why?" asked US avia-
tion safety expert Anthony
Brickhouse, framing the ques-
tion around pilot motivation
rather than mechanical possi-
bility, in a report by Reuters.

The switches moved one sec-
ond apart, “roughly the time it
would take to shift one and
then the other,” another US avi-
ation expert, John Nance, was
quoted as saying by the news
agency. He emphasised that
pilots would normally never
turn the switches off during
flight, especially during climb
phase.

There was, however, some
convergence between the
Indian and western experts.
Peter Goelz, former managing
director of the US Mational
Transportation Safety Board,
called the preliminary findings
“very disturbing” and empha-
sized the need for complete
voice recorder analysis.”

They haven't identified the
voices yet, which is crucial,” he
said, noting that family mem-
bers typically help investigators
match crew voices to recorded
statements.

ALPA's Thomas raised addi-
tional concerns about the
investigation’s scope, question-
ing whether recommendations
from a 2018 Federal Aviation
Administration bulletin about
fuel contral switch locking
mechanisms had been imple-
mented before the flight. The
advisory addressed potential
problems with switch locks
becoming disengaged, though
Alr India had not performed
suggested inspections because
the bulletin was advisory in
nature.

He also questioned why the
aircraft’s Emergency Locator
Transmitter failed to activate
during the crash sequence, sug-
gesting additional technical
issues requiring investigation.
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A glossary of the terms in
AAIB’s report on the crash

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimescom

NEW DELHI: The Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau's pre-
liminary report into Air India
Flight 171 is dense with aviation
terminology that helps explain
how investigators determined
hoth engine fuel cutoff switches
“transitioned from RUN to CUT-
OFF position one after another
with atime gap of 01 sec.” Under-
standing these technical terms is
crucial to grasping what hap-
pened during those fatal 32 sec-
onds after takeoff.

The key technical terms that
matter.

EAFR (Enhanced Airborne
Flight Recorder): The report cen-
tres on data from the aircrafi's two
EAFRs, which combine tradi-
tional “black box” functions into
single units recording both flight
data and cockpit voice communi-
cations. The forward EAFR pro-
vided the critical timeline showing
exactly when fuel switches moved
and engines began losing power.

Fuel Control Switches - RUN
vs CUTOFF: Thesespring-loaded
switches beneath the throttle han-
dles control fuel flow to each
engine. The report’s finding that
hath moved from “BRIUN" 10T -

UNDERSTANDING
THESE TECHNICAL
TERMS IS CRUCIAL
TO GRASPING
WHAT HAPPENED
IN THE 32 SECONDS
AFTER TAKE-OFF

OFF" within one second repre-
sents the accident’s central mys-
tery—investigators still don't know
what caused this movernent.
RAM Air Turbine (RAT):
When both the engines failed,
this emergency windmill auto-
matically deployed to provide
backup electrical and hydraulic

POWET.

VL Vr,and V2speeds: Critical
take-off velocities that determine
aircraft capabilities. VI (153 kmots)
is the decision speed beyond
which takeoff must continue; Vr
(155 knots) is rotation speed for
liftoff: V2 (162 knots) is the safe
climbing speed. The engines
failed just after reaching maxi-
mum speed of 180 knots, past the
speed to abort takeotf.

FADEC (Full Authority Digi-
tal Engine Control): Thisisarck
erence to the computer systems
tharamtomation v manaoe eneine

aperations. When fuel switches
returned to "RUN,” FADEC sys-
tems initiated automatic reigni-
tion sequenceson both engines—
butinsufficient time and altitude
prevented successful restart.

Mayday call: The interna-
tional distress signal transmitted
by the crew at 08:00:05 UTC. This
standard emergency declaration
came just 23 seconds after fuel
cut-off and only six seconds before
the recording ended, showing
how rapidly the situation deterio-
rated

UTC Timestamp: All times in
the report use Coordinated Uni-
versal Time to provide precise
chronology. The 29-second span
from fuel cutoll (08:08:42) w0
recording end (08:09:11) repre-
sents the entire emergency
sequence,

Initial elimb phase: This is
ancofthe most eritical flight peri-
ods when aircraft are low, slow,
and vulnerable. It was in this

phase thatthe plane crashed.

S @
READ: Scan the
(R code to read

'th II investigation report
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MNEW DELHI: In the final seconds
of Air India Flight 171, as both
engines lost power and the Boeing
787 began its faral descent, a cru-
cial exchange unfolded between
two experienced pilots that inves-
tigators believe holds the key to
understanding what went wrong.

“One of the pilots is heard ask-
ing the other why did he cutoff.
The other pilot responded that he
did not do so,” according to the
Ajreraft Accident Investigntion
Bureau's preliminary report.
Those paraphrased words are at
the centreofa complexinvestiga-
tion into whether the accident was
caused by human error, mechani-
cal faflure, or an emergency proce-
duregone catastrophically wrong.

The cockpit was staffed accord-
ing to standard procedures: first
officer Clive Kunder, 32, served as
pilot flying with captain Surneet
Subharwal, 56. monitoring. Both
had passed pre-flight breath analy-
ser tests and met all rest require-
ments, the report noted.

Kunder, the junior pilot. had
1128 hours on the Boeing 787 and
wais responsible for controlling the
aircraft during the eritical take-off
phase. Sabharwal, with 8596
hours on the same type ofjet, was
tasked with monitoring systems
and providing oversight—a stan-
dard arrangement designed to
combine experience with opera-
tional currency.

JSRawat, former joint direcror
general of DGCA, cautioned
against drawing conclusions from
the limited cockpit voice recorder
information, *“While nothing can
be ascertained with a paraphrased
sentence in the report that men-
tions one pilot asking the other if
he switched off the fuel switches
and the second pilot denying the
same, nothing can be positvely
said at this stage,” he said.

The preliminary report pro-
vides a precise timeline of the
crew’s actions. Citing light data
from the EAFR (the integrated
blackbosxes). it states the switches
moved to cutoff state one second
apart, almost immediately after
the plane lifted off from the
ground. “The aircraft achieved the
maximum recorded airspeed of
180 Knots [AS at about 08:08:42
UTC and immediately thereafter,
the engine 1 and engine 2 fuel cut-
off switches transitioned from
RUN to CUTOFF positicn one after
another with a time gapof (1 sec,”
it stated. Roughly 32 seconds later,
the plane crashed and exploded.

An experienced airline com-
mander, requesting anonyrnity,
questioned the plausibility of pilot
error during this critical phase. “It
is highty unlikely that any pilot,
especially during take-off, would
want to fiddle around with
switches behind the thrustlevels.
At best, you'd focus on raising the
landing gear which is located in
the front panel of the cockpit, or
raise the flaps,” he said.

A second pilot framed the
phase as a time when pilots are
laser-focused on flight instru-
ments in the front, and not the
centre console, where the fuel
switches are located. *No pilot is
inept to want to piay around with
switches in the middle section of
the cockpit when all attention s
focused on forward flight cockpit
instrumentslocated in front of the
pilots, during take-off and land-
ing," this person said.

At a subsequent moment after

How the London-bound Air India plane crashed moments after taking off from the Ahmedabad airport on June 12 P

the cutoff - the report does not
mention when or in what wonds
exactly — came the exchange
between the pilots about how the
fuel low stop was engaged,

Roughly 10 seconds after the
first engine cutoffwas recorded by
the flight data recorder, one of the
pilots - it is unclear who -
returned the first engine’s switch
to “RUN" position. Engine 2's
switch followed another four sec-
onds later. Thefour-second inter-
val hetween restart attemmpts could
indicate pilots following emer-
gency protocols or the time
needed to recognise the first
engine’s restart attempt before
moving to the second, “In my view
the 4 second interval was part of
emergency protocols and callouts
etc. That is why the entire CVR
transcript wasessential.” Aviation
expert Sanjay Lazar said,

Once they engaged the fuel
switches in the run mode, the 787's
Full Authority Digital Engine Con-
trol (FADEC) systems automati-
cally began a sequence to restart
the engine. The crew then issued a
Mayday call at 08:08:05 UTC —23
secondsafter the initial fuel cut-off
and just six seconds before the
flight recorder stopped working.

Both pilots brought significant
experience to the cockpit. Sabhar-
wal had accumulated 15,638 total
flight hours across multiple air-
craft types, while Kunder had
logged 3,403 hours overall. Their
flying experience was current,
with both pilots having fown
mare than 230 hours in the previ-
ous 180 days.

That the report does not iden-
tify which pilot made which seate-
ment in the erucial exchange
reflects investigative protocol
designed ioavoid prejudging crew
actions. Determining whether the
pilot flying or pilot monitoring
moved the switches—and why—
will be crucial to the final investi-
gation. "What surprises is the
intentional mystery with the crew
communication transcript doeu-
mented in the PIR. It'simpossible
that during an emergency the
cockpit would be so quiet. For
starters, take- off checklist and
emergency call out phrases are left
out in the report allowing the
reader to be creative with making
assumptions. Clearly critical
aspects that are known to the
investigators have been withheld,”
said Mark Martin, CEO of Marin
Consulting, an aviation consulting
firm based in Asia.

Asthe aircraft lost altitude, it
initially made contact with trees
and an incineration chimney
inside the Army Medical Corps
compound "

FIELD OF DEBRIS

Air India flight 171 ploughed into the B] Medical College hostel seconds after
take-off. As the Boeing 787 Dreamliner tore through trees, buildings and eventually
went up in a ball of flames, its debris scattered across the compound. AAIB's
preliminary investigation report details where the jet's fragments were found

¥

| Tail, right main landing gear (MLG)
These were embedded in the northeastern
wall of the canteen building,

Right engine
The right engine hit a
concrete water tank,
separated from
the airplane
and rested
undemeath.
the tank. 58

Vertical
stabiliser,
rudder
It separated from the
Lt plane’s tail-end and
0 eventually fell 200ft
south of the initial point
» of contact.

g

Right wing inboard
Parts af these were found in the
canteen, an adjacent building as
well s in their proximity.

Nose landing gear '/
Found on the ground, :
i 307ft southwest from
the first point of

contact.

Right wing outboard
The right-wing mid-section was
found 280 feet and the outboard
520 feet southwest of the first
paint of contact.

Left main landing gear,

left wing outhoard
Came to rest about 345ft
south of the initial point
of contact.

Left wing
middle section
Stuck in the north comer
of the fourth floor of
inboard Building €.
Found around
670t southwest
of the initial
point of

Left engine

contact.
Separated from the
aircraft and struck a
torner of the bottom of
Building D.
Flight deck

The fiight deck and windshield support
structure stopped 650 feet southwest of
the first contact point, near Building F, the
southernmost structure on the compound.

This is where many of the key
campanents within the cockgit,
induding the fuel switch and landing
near |evers, were recovered.

Key to mystery: 32 seconds in flight deck

Picking up the
missing pieces
to tragic puzzle

HT Correspondent

Ietters@hindustatimes.com

MEW DELHI: Scattered across a
100000t debris field in Ahmeda-
bad, the remnants of Air India
Flight 171 provided investigators
witha puzzle oftwisted metaland
damaged components that would
prove crucial to understanding
what caused the Boeing 787's cata-
strophic engine failure. The Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau's preliminary report
reveals how each recovered piece
— [rom heavily damaged flight
recorders to precisely positoned
cockpit controls—oontributed to
reconstructing the final 32 seconds
afaflight that claimed 260 lives.

A tale of two black boxes
Theinvestigation’s breakthrough
came from one of the afrerafl’s two
Enhanced Airbome Flight Record-
ers (EAFR), integrated black boxes
that combine traditional flight
data recording with cockpit voice
capture in single units. The aft
EAFR, located in the tail section,
was discovered on the roofof the
hostel mess a day after the crash,
“The EAFR had impact and ther-
mal damages to the housing. The
wires were protruding from the
housing and the connectors were
bumt,” the report states. Extensive
damage rendered it unreadable
through conventional means.
Abreakthrough came wien the
forward EAFR was found three
days later “from the wreckage
debris besides the Building F* —
this building was one of the hos-
teds. Despite being “burnt and cow-
ered in soot," this recorder
remained “still attached to the
cquipment shelf with part of the
connector melted but still con-
nected,” providing investigators
with the critical data needed to
understand the disaster. The for-
ward recorder yielded “approxi-
mately 49 hoursof fightdataand
G flights, including the event flight”
plus “two hours in kength” of voice
recordings of the final moments,

Console, frozen in time

The cockpit’s cenire console was
recovered, where investigators dis-
covered both fuel control switches
in the "RUN" position— confirm-
ing the attempt by the pilots to
avert the crash. “Both fuel control

switeh were found in the 'RUN
position”.

The components told a story of
proper procedures followed until
the moment oferisis. The fap han-
dle assembly, despite sustaining
“significant thermal damage, ™ was
found “firmly seated in the 5-de-
gree (lap position, consistent with
anormal take-off flap setting”

The landing gear lever
remained in the "DOWN™ position,
indicating the gear had not yel
been retracted when the emer-
gency began—consistent with the
aircraft being only seconds intoiits
climb. However, the thrust lever
“sustained significant thermal
damage” with “both thrust levers
found near the aft (idle) position”
and the report notes this contr:
dicted flight recorder data: “the
EAFR data revealed that the thrus
levers remained forward (takeof]
thrust) until the impact.” This dis-
crepancy suggeststhe levers could
have maved during the crash from
impact. rather than reflecting pilof
actions during the emergency,

Emergency systems:
Automatic responses

to crisis

The wreckage provided evidence
of the aircraft’s automatic emer:
geney responses. The Auxdliary
Power Unit (APU) was “found
intact inside the APU compart-
ment”™ with its “air inlet door found
open,” indicating the APU had
automatically started in response
to the dual engine failure.

The report notes that “the APU
Inlet Door began opening at abou
08:08:54 UTC, consistent with the
APU Auto Start logic,” suggesting
the aircraft's emergency systems
functioned as designed. Despite
the intense post-crash fire fuclled
by 54,200 kilograms of jet fuel
many critical components sur-
vived in recognisable condition.
The investigation team success:
fully recovered and analysed fue!
control switches, landing gear
components, flap mechanisms
and portions of the flight decle

One notable absence from the
analysis was any mention of the
Emergency Locator Transmitter
(ELT). The report states simply:
“The Emergency Locator Trans:
mitter was not activated during
this event,” without elaborating on
the device's condition.

The landing gear lever (left) was in the ‘down’ position at the time

of recovery; and imagzes of the EAFRs found on June 13 and 16, aue
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Why were fuel switches in ‘cutoff’ position?

HT Correspondent
Fenters & Nmdust anlimes oom

NEW DELHI: In the Boeing 787
cockpit, few controls are as heavily
protected against accidental oper-
ation as the engine fuel switches,
Multiple layers of mechanical safe-
guards guard against inadvertent
movement of these critical levers
that can instantly cut power to a
$200 million aircraft.

Those very switches lie at the
heart of the Air India Flight 171
investigation, after preliminary
findings revealed both moved
from “RUN" to “"CUTOFF" within
one second of each other during
take-off, starving the engines of
fuel and sealing the fate of 260
people.

The switches sit underneath the
throttle handles in the cockpit's
centre console, positioned where
pilots’ hands naturally rest during
critical flight phases. Physical
brackets guard each switch on
bothisides, making itimpossibleto
accidentally brush against them. A
spring-loaded  mechanism
requires pilots to pull each switch
upward against resistance before
itcan be moved.

“You car't just bump these
switches: they are intentionally
spring-loaded and gated to prevent
nadvertentusage,” aviation safety
consultant John Cox told Reuters,

Aviation exnerte nate this

Fuel switches: What you need to know
THE Maniim;ﬁ;:‘h — c

The Honeywell 4TL837-3D fuel switches are »
located just below the thrust lever: :

3 WHAT ARE FUEL
! SWITCHES?
They are toggles that
regulate fuel flow
L into a plane’s engines.
{ Pilots use them to
start or shut down

o The two fuel control switches on a 787 are
Iocated below the thrust levers.

S

engines on the

2 @ The switches are spring-loaded to remain in position.

ground or to
manually shut down

o Two modes: ‘CUTOFF and "RUN’

orrestart engines
during an engine
failure,

sequence makes accidental activa-
tion highly unlikely, particularly
the simultaneous movement of
both switches one second apart.
The Air India preliminary
report identified the specific
switches as Honeywell part num-
ber 4TL837-3D fitted on the
crashed Boeing 787-8aircraft. The
report also cited a 2018 Federal
MAviation Administration bulletin

M o Tochange one from run to cutoff, a pilot has
3 to first pull the switch up and then move it
from run to cutoff or vice versa

warning of potential problems
with fuel control switch locking
mechanisms on Bocing aireraft,
including the 787,

The FAA described situations
where fuel control switches were
installed with locling features dis-
engaged, potentially making them
easier to move, Air India had not
performed the suggested inspec-
tions becanse the bulletin was

advisory rather than mandatory.
The problem was not “considered
an unsafe condition that would
warrant airworthiness directive
(AD) by the FAA™—meaning the
bulletin did not require airlines to
act specifically on the fuel
switches. Honeywell did not
respond to Hindustan Times'
requests for comment about the
ewitrh desion or any knewn esies

with the locking mechanisms.

When moved to“CUTOFE,” the
effects are immediate and cata
strophic during flight. Fue! flow
stops instantly, causing the engi
to spool down and shut off. The
loss also cuts electrical power
from that engine's generators,
affecting aircraft systems and
cockpit displays. Under normal
operations. pilots use these
switches mainly during ground
procedures for engine start-up and
shutdown. In flight, they would
only move them during emergen:
cies like engine fires or attempting
to restart failed engines—proce:
dures that require caretul thouglh:
and coordination, net split-second
reactions,

The preliminary report noted
both switches later returned te
"RUN" position as crews
artempted to restore fuel flow, bu
by then the aircraflt wason its fatal
descent. Engine restart procedures
require significant time and alti-
tude—both unavailable during the
32 seconds between fuel cutoffand
impact.

Boeing and enginemaker Gen-
eral Electric have not issued any
safety bulletins to 787 operators
since the crash, with the AAIB not
ing no need for emergency checks
on other jets yet. Over 1100 Boeing
787s operate worldwide, making
this the first fatal accident in the
airerafi’s 1d-vear sorvice history
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One month later, Air India Flight
171's only survivor battles trauma

Press Trust of India

letters@@hindustantimes.com

DiU: Many would think of him
as one of the luckiest persons
alive in the world. But for Vish-
wash Kumar Ramesh, the sole
survivor of the June 12 Air India
plane crash, it has been a strug-
gle to get over the monumental
tragedy.

He is now taking a psychia-
trist's help to find a way of cop-
ing with the traumatic experi-
ence, his cousin said. When the
London-bound Boeing 787
Dreamliner came down seconds
after the take-off from the
Ahmedabad airport, 40-year-old
Vishwash, an Indian-origin Brit-
ish citizen, was the only passen-
ger who walked away alive. His
brother Ajay was ameong the 241
others onboard who perished
along with 19 persons on the
ground. The memoeries of the
scenes of the crash site, his
miraculous escape and his
brother's death still hound Vish-
wash, said his cousin Sunny.

“Many people, including our
relatives living abroad, call us to
inquire about Vishwash's well-
being. But he does not talk to
anvane He ic vet to avertome

The survivor, Vishwash
Kumar Ramesh, was seen
walking towards and
ambulance after the crash. rn

the mental trauma of the crash
and the death of his brother, “He
still wakes up in the middle of
the night and finds it difficult to
fall asleep again. We toolchim to
a psychiatrist two days ago to
find remedy. He has not made
any plans yet to return to Lon-
don because his treatment has

Jjust begun,” Sunny added.

Vichwach wac diccharead

from the Ahmedabad Civil Hos-
pital on June 17. On the same
day, the mortal remains of his
brother Ajay were handed over
to the family after a DNA match.

Vishwash and Ajay were
returning to London by the Air
India flight after visiting their
family in Diu, a part of the Union
Territory of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Daman and Diu. Ina
video which surfaced on social
media, he can be seen cartying
his brother’s mortal remains on
his shoulders to the cremation
ground in Diu on June 18

A day after the crash, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi met
Vishwash at hospital and
enquired about his well-being.

In an interview to Doordar-
shan, Vishwash recounted that
the aircraft seemed to have
stalled within seconds of taking
off. His seat, 1LA, was close to the
emergency door on the left side,
he said. “Luckily, the portion of
the plane where ' was seated fell
on the ground floor of the {medi-
cal college) hostel premises after
the plane crash- landed. When 1
saw that the door was broken, 1
told mysell that [ can tryand get
out. Eventually, | came out,” he
old remoTters
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Month on,
on Al crash

Neha LM Tripathi
and Maulik Pathak
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NEW DELHI/AHMEDABAD: The
preliminary investigation report
into the Air India flight 171 crash
will be released “very soon”, avi-
ation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu said on Friday, the
informal deadline according to
international norms for an ini-
tial analysis that could offer
some clues for what caused
India’s worst aviation disaster in
decades that killed 260 people.

Saturday marks a month
since the Boeing 787 crashed
moments after take-off, with
none of the observations of the
plane’s final moments offering
any indication of what may have
caused the jet to suddenly lose
lift. On Friday, a report stated
investigators are possibly look-
ing at whether fuel to the
engines were switched off — the
third western media report to
make the contention — and
revealed previously unknown
friction between Indian and
American investigators working
on the case, though they later
reportedly worked through
their issues.

“AAIB is working on it... it is
the responsibility of AAIB, let
them do their job,” Naidu said
when pressed about the delay.

MUMBAI

uestions Imger —
s report ‘soon’

Key questions for now
As the investigation unfolds, several

critical questions remain:
'I Did the plane lose | 5 Why was the
power, if so, whv? | o landing gear
Wasthsadial | GUtS O
engine failureor | .
severe thrust loss How was
. . onboth engines? | Wthe recent
3 “AAIB is working on it [inve ui?ﬁun % Could the prahlent i mnance
1 reg:ml_lul them do their job, T have originated in | =
3 is c:h,urlng that trans; mmi.e contaminated fueF'l Were take-off
L and accountability is I‘l‘IL‘I‘E in the whol fuel and weight
investigation 58, ! :ﬁﬂﬁm ! parameters in
— RAM MOHAN NAIDU, systems? | range?

“The ministry is ensuring that
transparency and accountability
is there in the whole investiga-
tion process.”

The minister's assurance
came as families of victims con-
tinued their agonising wait for
answers, with the 30-day Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion-recommended deadline
passing without the expected
report from the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB).

AAIB director general GVG
Yugandhar had on Thursday
briefed the parliamentary stand-

civil aviation minister

ing committee on transport,
tourism and culture during an
eight-hour session, confirming
the investigation was “on track”
and would meet ICAOQ standards
by the weekend.

The London-bound {light
crashed into a medical hostel
complex shortly after departing
Ahmedabad, killing 241 people on
board and 15 on the ground. Only
one passenger survived the catas-
trophe, which marked the first
fatal accident involving the widely
operated Boeing 787 Dreamliner.

Officials acknowledged short-

comings in their communication
strategy. “The report release is
expected any day now and that
will give clarity on the reasons
behind the crash,” said an official
familiar with the investigation,
who declined to be identified.

A second senior government
official admitted on condition of
anonymity that authorities could
have done better. “We should
have communicated more in
terms of regular statements. But
then we chose to stay quiet for
some reasons,” the official said.

continued on =10
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Sinee the incident, the govern-
ment has issued statements only
three Hmes—with civil aviation
minister Naidu sddressing the
media oo June 14, sn official con-
firmation of black box recovery an
June 19, and a statement about
dista extraction on Jurne 26,

Aviation experts  have
expressed concern abouwt the
delayed release of potentially vital
safety information, particulardy
given the aircraft's widespread
elobal operation.

“Globally, such information is
typically made public quickly,
especially when it invobaes widely
operated aircraft like the Boeing
757" said Mark D Martin, CEC of
Martin Consulting, “The delay
Taises questions.”

Martim emplassed the mrpency
ol transparency given recent avia-
tion incidents in India. “The pre-
limimary report shoukd be relezsed
immedintely so as to alert all air
lines operating the 787 o com-
mence with the necessary opera-
ton and muaintenance precautions
in order to achieve improved
safety with operations.”

Another expert said the delay
cormes at & thime when some media
reports, especially those of west-
ermn media. are tilting towards a
narrative that there was human
error, “The preliminary report is
experted to shed some light on the
probabbe cawse of the crash and
thee seduence of events an the e
ful day. However, the povernment
not releasing the report is only
delaving it,” said Sam Thomas,
president of the Airline Pilots
Association of India (ALPA).

O Friday, the Wall Street Jowr-
nal reported previously unlmown
[riction between Indian and Amer-
fcan investigators during the
probe over what they perecived as
the slow pace of downloading,
analysing and sharing the con-
terits of the aireraft’s black boxes.

According to the joumal, the
National Transportation Safety
Board st one point threatened o
withdraw American resources
from the investigation, though US
investigators ubtimately remained
1o assist before returning home.
The jocrnal abso reported that the
fuel switches were a key element
in thee irvestigsation, two days after
Revtterrs amd aviation industry pub-
lication The Air Cinrent revealed
the line of inguiry.

Officials at AAIB and the mimis-
try of civil aviation did not respond
to requests for a comment on the
report's contention.

While AAIB is |esdimg the mves:
tigation, officials from the US
safety board and plane-maker
Boeing have been involved, s is
custor. The erash his led to sig-

bifiore the afreraft crashed.

The preliminary report, when
rebeased, is expected to be factual
anu] basic, stoppie short of defini-
tive conclusions as the complex
investigation continues in the
comting months.

nificant changes in Air India's
operations, with the airling
announcing & 15% reduction in
wide-body intermational services
i mric-July. Sespended mootes
irectude Delhi-Nairobi, Amritsar-
London, and Goa-Gatwick, while
services to North America,
J Australia, and the Far East
have also been redhaced.

Among the victims were fami-
lies trvelling together. Mukesh
Modh, 64, a resident of Porban-
dar, lost three Bamily members
wio were on their way to London
to perform last rites of his brother
wha had died of cancer. His
brother's wifi: Rakshaben Modha,
55, her daughter-in-law Yesha
Kamdar, 31, and Yesha's | 5-year-
old son were among the victims.

“My brother had set up & suc-
cessfil catering business in Lon-
donand his praver moeting was o
b held in the third weelk of June,”
Mukesh Modha said. The last-
minute change of plans by another
Family mewiiber, who cincelled his
trip toaftend busiess in Ahmeda-
b, saved his life.

The sobe survivar, Vishwash
Kumar Ramesh. o 40-year-old
British national, walked away
from the burning wreckage in
whslhasb:rnmbcdasnpum
identinl escpe: He wasdischarged
from haspital on June 17 and per-
farmed last rites for his brother
Ay it Diw. “1 don't know how 1
survived” hie todd HT earkier.

The crash also loft deep scars
for B Medical College. where the
plane struck. Some 150 students
ane resident doctors are now in
aleernative accommodation, said
Dir Mingxi Parikh, dean ol B Med-
ical College.

Thee detrris that was scatternsd
there has now been moved to a
location pear GUISAIL near
Ahmedabad airport for recon-
struction purposes, as investiga-
tors work to piece together the
sequence of events that led to the
disagier. The investigation team,
lise by Yugaaacthar, includes special-
s in eviation medicine, air tralfic
coritrol, and representatives from
ICAD participating as observers.

Dt thiee liresiteed efficial infor-
mation released, early finding=
sugpest investigators are focusing
an the movemnent of fusd contral
switches located in the cockpit's
centre comsale, Aviation industry
publication The Air Current
reported on Wednesday the focus
on the fuel switches that help
power the plane’s two engines,

1t was not clear what specific
actions irvobving the fuel switches
are being looked at by investiga-
tors but the réport, guoting
rrameed sources, stated that the
available information on the black
boxes could not rule in or out
improper, inndvertent or inten-
tional actions that preceded or fol-
lowwed the apparent loss of thiust
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Airfares set to rise
for Mumbai, Delhi

Dipali Banka &
Mehal Chaliawala

diplzibanka@livemint.com

MUMBAL: GMR Airports Lid and
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd will
be able to earn higher revenues
after a tribunal ordered a fresh
calculation of the maximum
amount they can make from
operating the Delhi and Mum-
bai international terminals,
respectively,

This, however, would make it
more expensive for airlines and
passengers to fly into and out of
two of India's busiest airports.

Airport charges for the Delhi
and Mumbai international ter-
minals can rise by about 6%
from the current revenue base
over the next decade, as per
analysts at Kotak Institutional
Equities. The higher costs could
be equivalent to 3.4% of the
sales of IndiGo, India’s largest
airline, according to the ana-
Iysts. The carrier reported a
topline of ¥B0,803 crore for
2024-25,

The issue centres around the
calculation of the Hypothetical
Regulatory Asset Base (HRAE),
which governs how much reve-
nue operators can make from
an airport. The airport business
is effectively a monopoly in
most Indian cities, making it
critical for regulators to cap the
maximum earnings {or opera-
tors to keep air travel afforda-
ble. Higher the HRAB, the more
airports can charge in airport
fees and tariffs.

The Airport Economic Regu-
latory Authority of India
(AERA) had excluded non-aero-
nautical revenues such as from
airport parking, food courts,
and advertising from the HRAB
caleulation at Mumbai and
Dethi, only factoring in earnings
such as landing fees and pas-
senger charges.

However, Delhi and Mumbai
international airports, which
were the first to be privatized in
2006, challenged this system in
2012-13, arguing that both aero-
nautical and non-aeronautical
incomes should be considered
for calculating HRAB. The case

A

Airport charges for the Delhi
and Mumbai international
terminals can rise by about 6%
over the next decade. MINT

went on for more than a decade.

A tribunal has ordered a
fresh revenue calculation for
Delhi and Mumbai airports,
allowing GMR and Adani to
include non-aeronautical
income like retail, ads. and
parking—significantly increas-
ing their earnings potential.

Prior to privatisation, the
ministry of civil aviation
(MoCA) had included both aero-
nautical and non-aeronautical
revenues for calculating HRAB
under a so-called single-till
approach. At airports that were
privatised after the Mumbai and
Delhi airports, non-aetonautical
revenue is given a lower weight
in caleulating the HRAB. This
system is called the hybrid-ull
approach.

In 2023, the Supreme Court
of India sided with the Delhi
and Mumbai airport operators
after the submission of new evi-
dence—a 2011 letter from the
civil aviation ministry to AERA
stating that the original inten-
tion had been to use the single-
til approach at Mumbai and
Delhi.

The top court asked the Tele-
com Disputes Settlement and
Appellate Tribunal to recon-
sider the calculation of HRAB to
include non-aeronautical reve-
nues.

TDSAT has been the appel-
late arbiter for aviation disputes
since the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority Appellate
Tribunal was merged with it in
2017,
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Preliminary report
on Air India crash
soon, says Minister

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

The Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau’s (AAIB)
preliminary investigation
report on the fatal Air India
plane crash in Ahmedabad
last month is expected ve-
ry soon, Civil Aviation Mi-
nister K. Rammohan Naidu
said on Friday. He empha-
sised that the Ministry was
ensuring transparency and
accountability in the
probe.

On June 12, Air India’s
Boeing 787-8 aircraft oper-
ating flight AI 171 to Lon-
don Gatwick crashed into a
medical hostel complex
soon after take-off from
Ahmedabad.

“Very soon... AAIB is
working on it... it is the res-

ponsibility of AAIB, let
them do their job,” Mr. Nai-
du said. He was respond-
ing to a query on when the
preliminary probe report
on the Air India aircraft
crash was expected to be
released. The Ministry was
ensuring that transparency
and accountability were
there in the whole investi-
gation process, he said on
the sidelines of a confe-
rence here.

Under International Ci-
vil Aviation Organisation
norms, the AAIB can sub-
mit a preliminary report
within 30 days of the acci-
dent to it.

The Ahmedabad crash
was the first time that a
Dreamliner or Boeing 787
suffered a fatal accident re-
sulting in hull loss.
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Tale of the aircraft’s 2 fuel control
switches, from lift-off to wreckage

evidenthy an artermpt by the pilate

SUKALPSHARMA INSIDE o recover thiust in the engines.
& ANIL SAS]| But given the extreme |y low alti-
NEWDRELHL JULY 12 HONEYWELL FUEL tude of the abreraft, thee wasn't
SWITCHES WERE erpughime o e ergres o re-

THE TWO most crucial aspeets FLAGGED EARLIER cover to a beved that would have
of the Air India plane crash in allewed them o climb o sakety,
Alwmedabad the preliminary re- NO IMPACT ON Further, the report para-
port shedslight on are the move- COMPENSATION piwases only a part of the dscus-
mentofthe fuelcontrolswitches  FOR VICTIMS siom between the pilots, with the
thatallow ard cutfud o theair-  PAGET transeriptof the recordirg in the
craft engines, and what the two cockpit viosoe recoder yet o be re-
piliots distussed in the fi- leased It sy, orse o e pilots can
nal morsenis, E | were Bund in the  behsard askingtheothe why he
The aincraft has two ; wreckage, and both  cutoffthe fuel, o which the other
fuel control switches, 5 were inthe RUN posi-  pilotresponds saving he did mot.
one for each of the two = @ | Uon the report said. The report does not say whio
engine, Moments after | After afew seconds said this to whoim, and does not
Lift-ofT, boththe sevitches in the OUFTORF position,  mention any other exchange

transitionad from ‘RUN o CLIT-
OFF positron within a second of
cach other. The two switches

the switches for bothengines an
the doomed airc raft transitioned
from CUTOFF to RUN postion

between the pilots, It also does
not  mention whether  the
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Both fuel switches ‘cut off’

L IO by, Bt ol whach wens
e than safficient, The: nopeort
s bty pikres had adeguene rest
piranch belor the hight

There were Dt pilots and £
cabmmrrewy on boaed, ancl 2 3Hpas
seqgers. The aooident killed 2)
pecple—241 of the 242 paplecm
B thair aircraft and 15 on the
premirul, The adrrradi wids Myimg
from Ahmedabad ro Loadon
Gatwide. Alter a few seconds i
Phe CLITORF provtio, Ehe savirches
[ both engines on the aacrh
trartaitined fom CLTTOR o RN

—eickently anamempt by

thes pilots o peoover thist i Sie
ergrns, but geenthe stnemely
Il e of the adrerall, they
il not henee eniiugh liome for e
erignes torocrreer o el hat
would have alicwed them to
b o salery

The 15 page neport said the
Iight laszed apmend 3 secoeds
betwsse i it -t asvid crashy. Ax thils
g, there dre poreconmiended
actiom st nperalors of Bosing
TET-H ascafand LE GEne- [Ben-
girnes, it il

InVisakdwpamam, Union Civil
Avtatinn Mnisier K Bam Mohan
Tk sl (8 45 it ue tojumg
LirnPrkidons sace it is oy S
[EredEminary e, 5o, ety nol
JRATEN b ey o0 Al s s at this
e Lot us wiil o the final re-
porL. These areé technical things
ardthat iswhy we b thess ine
wesigabion dgencies. Once they
e dear Lhey are going 10 ab-
mit thifinad mpart Alths Sageia
will b very immiatumne for me tn
commmenton £ sad Malda

In s parale SUAleTOERLE, Al
Incia amid Boemp sl they will
CCANOT 8 SO L POTT S g a-
Lion, bt did Pool eomrorent n S
combimt=al the eport

e Iria stane in solidarsny
with the famibes and those al-
Fectied by the AlLTE acc dent We
roriEee b reenam Ehe o and
e fuilly oo mated o FIILI'.-'Iid'IH.

sipportdurieg Siis dillicult dome.
‘Weadknowdedge moript of the
el o reteased by the
A A inidia e verking clossly
it stkehold g inchoding reg-
ulainrs, Whe oo ptmoe toNudly oo
operae with the AAR and other
anghorities as thar investigition
progreses. Given Che wtise ng-
tareof the mveshigabion wear
e 0 comiment o :|.'m.|11|.'
cletails gl reder all such stpiries
frafbe AAIR ™ fue i s,

Boang s "Uart houg!is re-
ik 1 with the D oness of the
pesengEand crew cnboad Ar
inckia Fligh 171, 2 vl an ey
oni affected on the grou nd in
Ahmedahal Ve comtine i o Sup-
ot the e digpsanand oor o
formers, W vall chider o the AAIR
o prenede dniorimation about A
71 i adberence with the Linied
Nations  Intemational  Civil
Atabon Organiaton potoond
lmicaan as Annex B

Acrrading toabrline pilotsand
exprrts, o clerial moverment of
the fued controlswatches—critica!
swviiches that ol ov and cu Tised
Tewste o thee plae ‘sevigines - may
oot b pesi bl since they have
Iw-ackets on etiher Soe o protect
thar I addition, thiere is 2 Sop
kexk meschianism thal regueines pi
los v Lt hee Swvitch Dedore mios-
il from esther of its pwo peos-
thowis— RN artel CUMORF—to the
ety The report dicl ot mertion
wihetherthe rvestgaiom have so
fiar besen able o ascenainil the
swvilches wiore toggiond b one of
thie pilolx orpot

Ihese switches are usually
renried ok when the seoradl &
on germiel -t sart the engines
before dl!'pa'lf[l:]f and tor shut
them dewn after landicg.
Movement of sther of the
swridches carng the Tlight veould
bepequaned ondy in the evert of
e conresponaling enggine [iling
o sulfering chirnage that wouhd
requaire shurtrg ol fusel supply v

It st Tligh salety The pikits
may alsr witch of T el supply
ared thenimmediabdy swikdhiton
(Tt oesy b thae a e ted anngine
could be restted salehy
Thie predirminany o isonly
an-acoount of the mitial fndings
ofthe it i and s iubjed
o chiange on the basis of the
progess of the probe ver the
commg months Ar crash aco-
dest irovedligation s ave éacremily
ol gangltime -comsnmEg es-
EICises, CuinE ot and some-
LATHES A TS 0 conciusively
Iderry he Cases The AATE e
peched I releapr thie fmal probe
Teport within year of thecrasiu
it prormised siidance @
the AN i subrmating the final
et *SW= hee iovwait o
thurgs comerete o ererge Thiss
a prefiminary repott _ from the
sy e aea na b ghe ne
ot btk irweodd be betns
1P W ormuaTe L a1 8 ance the §-
il pepoart, ok ik e said.
There are multiple othes
thurges that absomeed oo be oo ked
it D perepraring] Chee firia ne
it e ], Rt e ot @, s
o the bladk b and iy ing bo
denode s data was bengdanein
Irechis insp b AATE'S Diesfhid L, 50, |
winild like mapprociatea B e of
fots they par " Maicki sajd
Matabdy, e prelimmary re-
port mentwned that the US
Feerlrad Awviation Administration
| FAA hacim 2018 ssued o Specal
Airsorthiness  Information
Railflestin (AR e gamling the“po
tentialifrengagemiens of the foe |
convterd switch bockang leatuse™,
Alrlrdlia hrweer did rot camy
ot e inspertaon.s the SR v
merely advisory and not manda-
Ty Thre s crulimy ol falenance
recuith revealed bl thecockqe's
theotihe combml e oie —wdiich
Ieimuses the [uel control swiches
amnong other s—was replaced in
M5 and A2 %, bod the msison fw
replaement W not biked o the

T} il it b, 1he: mepat
st biriy oo dbefed f wias o
Dl.ll'!l!ﬂgémlllul.l'l,ﬂ.ttl e el oon-
ol swinch siriee 303

Al applicabie Arvaorthines
Directives and Alert Service
Buleting were coirplied on theé
arcraftaswell sengines “there-
portmil & als sated that the flap
postioriwas A Sdegrees whids
corszsie il with Lake-off [l s=i-
virugs There Tusd bty <o gpec-
nlatsm mrlierthai the alrmal's
”&I.h MWy Bt hawe et i e
raght Configuration for ake-alf
themeby not providing sufficiens
It b the atcraft Furiber, cheve
wiere i weher-related isaes
with the fighe ard the ainealt's
kgl waight wias well within
FIHITLIS-EHL' limits for the geen
corditii s e depet Sl o
writd there were no 'dangemns
gy’ anboad the plane

Unthe probe stas, ﬂl-El'q.'A'.III
sl wrEckage sl activities in-
chading dmne photograpty and
wileagraphy wepe Compete
wieckage iowedto BT el
engines quaratioed ata hargar
at thes A abad sinpor, ooim
ponents of inbe sl quarantined
Tor farthereammation, bladk box
ata berjng anatysed, datoments
of ryewnd ressarsard Ehe oo siar
WIVET LaRET ] ey et ads e-
g pathered based an bads,

It samd thal anly a himited
armaint of fiel samples could be
retrigvedd frout thee siferalt, and
will be eped b suialde Gciley
Fueshsswvaphes taken from hewesers
ard tnksuses el the 2l
ar the Ahmedalsad airpor were
Fonuned ey he mtisdactory, Deiad en
girw Cailmel e i el coetarmi
nation veas another theary dong
themrunck “Althis stgealines-
tgatinn, thens an no recom
rrienched athors i BFER -5 andior
CECEm- [ Bengne aperaiosand
rdntilscturen. lmestigation i
captineng arel the irved igation
veitr il review and examane xd-
difmnalevideice recomdsand in-
Formation.,, songht from the

stabefolders, the repor sald
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Pilot error? Don’t jump
to conclusions, there are
other questions: Experts

B

MlotSumeet Sabharwal.
co-pilotClive Kunder

SURALPSHARMA
MEW DELHI JULYY2

THE PRELIMIMARY repson of the
ongoing investigation mto e
Jume 12 crash of Air ndaa Sight
AT is far more detaibed than
wihat [ ndustry veterans and -
pens scpected, and gives an in-
dication of the direction the
probe may be headed in

The 15-page report from the
Alrcraft Acadent Inve stigation
Bureau| AAIE) anoffice atached
10 the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
has revoed inon the most prob-
able primary cause of the acc-
dent— theengines beingstarved
of fud with the ransitiom g of

the fuel montrol switches from
‘RUN' to ‘CUTOFF" position
within a second of each other
motents after i-ofL
From the cockpit voice
recorder data, the report notes
that ane of the pilots asked the
CONTINUEDOMN PAGE 2

e Don’t jump to conclusions: Experts

other why he cutoff the fuel, to  Assodationof India said ina state-
t  whichtheotherpilotresponded  ment The pilats' body has reiter-
- saying he didnot. ated its requestto beincluded “at
- While some interpret these  theveryleast, asobservers”inthe
findings as hinting at human er-  air crash investigation. "Apart
5 oraviationindustry veteranssaid  fromlooking into the action of pi-
e itistooprematuretoarriveatany  lots, theinvestigators should look
e conclusionbasedonjust the pre-  if the fuel switch cut-off could be
= liminary report. The report, they  due toany other electrical or sys-
p said deoesanswersomekeyques-  tem-related issues. Could itbean
s tions, but also raises many that  electrical orsoftware malfuncion
= only a meticulouws investigation  thatsignalled to the aircraft sys-
=~ would be able toclear up. tem that the switches wereincut-
5 “The initial finding that the  off mode, even if they had not
e fueloontrolswitcheswenttocut-  been actually moved?” a senior
If | off modeis truly shocking. They  airline pilot asked.
it | (investigators)now have the most Ancther aifine pilot said it was
e probable cause, and now they  theoretically possible to have such
s mustinvestigateto figureouthow  a scenario without the physical
5 ithappenedand whyithappened. movement of the switches.
n = These are the key questions that  Further analysis of the aircraft’s
n - mustbe answered inthefinalin-  black boxes should be able tves-
o vestigationreport. Therealinves-  tablish whether the switches
5 tigaionhasactuallystartednow,”  were indeed moved mechani-
aformerairaccidentinvestigator  cally, orwhether the cut-off was
1t told The Indian Express. dlue to some other issue,
- An aircraftisan extremely so- The pilots and the former air-
1 phisticated and complex ma-  craft accident investigator con-
s, chine anddetailedand painstak-  curred that during the critical
3, inginvestigations are requiredto  take-off phase of the flight, pilots
r o ascertainthe exactcauseorcom-  had no business in keeping their
-  bination of causes. The odds that  hands anywhere close to the fuel
1  anaviationacadenthasasingle control switches, as per estab-
X trigger are rare; there could be  lished standard operating proce-
5 many,or one leading to another.  dures. This 15 to prevent acciden-
=~  TheAABisexpectedtoreleasethe  tal orinadvertent toggling of any
- finalprobereportwithinayearof  critical switch.
the crash, as per international The fact that the preliminary
14 guidelines. report has not issued any recom-
e Tobe sure thereportjust says  mendation to the operators of the
14 theengine fuel control switches  Boeing 787 aircraft and the GE
¢ thatallowandcutfuelflowtothe  GEnx-1Bengines suggests that
5 plane’senginestransitionedfrom  the investigators, at least for the
t  RUN to QUTOFE It does not state  timebeing, do nothave suffident
e theseweremovedbyeitherofthe  reason to believe that an electri-
- pilots to the QUTOFF mode. cal or system malfunction could
- Experts say accidental move-  have led to the fuel control
g - ment of the switches is not quite switches “transitioning” to OUT-
i~  possible. The spring-loaded OFF
- | switches have brackets on either Experts also pointed out that
i side toprotect them and thereis  these switches are manual and
d  astop lock mechanism thatre-  not motorised, and cannot be
5 quires the pilots to lift the switch  physically moved by electrical sig-
n o upbefore moving it betweenei-  nalsortheplane's avionics.
- therof its two positions. MNotably, the reportalso makes
- “Nosanepilot wouldmovethe mention of the 2018 Special
e switchesdunngtheflightandthat  Airworthiness  Information
too atsuch low altitude, unless  Bulletin(SAIB) issued by the Us
there wasa dual engine failureto  Federal Aviation Administration
be dealt with. And even that (FAA), regarding the “potential
v would bein coordination, nota  disengagement of the fuel control
- unilaterlmove, Movingthemby  switch locking feature”, Air India,
1 accidentisalso not reallyapossi-  however, did nat carryout thein-
- hility,astheyhavetobe pulledup  spection as the SAIB was merely
i todisengage the lock and then  advisory and not mandatory.
a  moved mechanically toonearthe  Moreover, the cockpit's throttle
othermode,” said a seniorairline  control module—which houses
pilot with years of experienceon  the fuel control switches among
the Boeing 787 aircraft. others—was replaced in 2019 and
3 Experts believe only the full 2023, but the reason for replace-
audio and transcript ofthe codk-  ment was not linked to the fuel
1 pitvoice recorderwould be able  control switches. The initial report
B togive more information onthe  said that no defect pertaining to
5. pilots'discussions and actionsin  the fuel control switches on the
t thecockpitintheminutesleading  aircraft wasreported since 2023,
e uptothetragedy. Nevertheless, could thedisen-
1 Meanwhile apilotassociaion  gagementof the switch lodk, com-
e hasmised concerns onthe direc-  ponent fatigue, or a mechanical
tionthe Al171crash investigation  failure move the switches?
appears to be taking. “The tone  Experts said this is unlikely. The
anddirectionof theinvestigation  possibility of evenone disengaged
sugeest a bias toward piloterror.  switch being flicked by accident
ALPA-I categorically reject this  was highly unlikely, they said,
presumption and insist ona fair,  pointing out the report’s findings
fact-basedinquiry,” SamThomas,  that both switches appeared to
s  president of the Airline Pilots'  have changed positions.
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COMPENSATION FOR the vic-
tims of the Air India 787-8
Dreamiiner crashinAhmedabad
amaonth ago will notbe affected
by the possibility of pilot error,
according to industry experts.
Both the airline and the families
of those whodied in the crash
are generally entitled to com-
pensation, even when pilot error
is involved.

In fact, the compensation
amount could potentially in-
crease if negligence by mainte-
nance staff or technicians is es-
tablished, sources said. Theexact
compensation and legal pro-
ceedings vary depending on the
jurisdiction and whether the
flight was domestic or interna-
tional.

Airlines typically maintain li-
ability insurance that covers pas-
sengers or their families in the
eventofinjury ordeath, regard-
lessof whether the cause is pilot
error, mechanical failure, or
other factors like pilot suicide.

An insurance official ex-
plained that pilot errorgenerally
does not influence passenger
compensation, which is largely
governed byinternational orna-
tional aviation laws and the air-
line's own policies.

Montreal Convention
Under the Montreal
Convention, applicable to most
international flights, aidines are
strictlyliablefor damagesupto a
certain threshold — currently
around SDR 128,821 or approx-
imately Rs 150 croe per passen-
ger — and can be held liable for
higher amounts if negligence, in-
cluding piloterror, is proven. SDR
denotes special drawing rights.
Evenif a crash happens due
to suicide by the pilot, compen-
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AIR INDIA CRASH REPORT: PRELIMINARY FINDINGS AND WHAT’S NEXT

Even if pilot error, noimpact on
compensation for crash victims

Al

t

Bereaved family members of victims of the Air India plane crash, during their last rites last

month at acrematorium, in Ahmedabad.

sation won't be impacted. If an
insurer can establish gross neg-
ligence or deliberate conceal-
ment by the airline such as
knowingly permitting a men-
tally unfit pilot to operate aflight,
it may challenge or reduce the
payout to the airline. However,
compensation to passengers or
their families is generally safe-
guarded and notaffected in such
circumstances,

Chetan Kashyap, head-
Aviation and Speciality Lines,
PrudentInsurance Brokers, said,
“a Hull ‘all-risks' policy is a pol-
icy that covers all risks with
‘named' exclusions, Pilot error, if
any, is not an exclusionto itand
henceinsurance payout remains
unchanged. Even machineryfail-
ure or system failure is not ex-
cluded under the policywherein
the only difference is right of
subrogation which gets passed
on to insurers in such case
against the OEM{original equip-

Sun,
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ment manufacturer jbutoverall
insurance payout remains unaf-
fected. Also, in this case passen-
gers or third-partyclaimantscan
also claim damages from OEM
for failure of parts.”

According to Hari
Radhakrishnan, expert with the
Insurance Brokers Associationof
India (IBAI), Air India will get
compensation for the loss of air-
craft and passenger liability even
if there was pilot error, “Too early
to say this, buteven if it was pilot
suicide and deliberately crashed,
the insurance would pay.
Insurers paid claims for
GermanwingsFlight 9525 crash
in 2015 that killed 150 people,
wherethe copilotlocked out the
captain from the cockpit and
flew the plane into amountain,”
Radhakrishnan said.

Domestic regulations

For domestic flights within
India, compensation is governed

-l -

Pl File

by national regulations such as
the Carriage by Air Act and
guidelines setby the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
whichensurethat passengersor
their families are compensated
regardless of who is at fault. In
cases where foreign nationals
are among the deceased, fami-
lies have the option to fileclaims
injurisdictions such as thecoun-
try of the carrier, the place where
the ticket was purchased, or the
home country of the victim. As
nationals from Britain, Canada,
and Portugal were among the
victims, legal proceedings inin-
ternational courts are likely.

For Air India, both hull and li-
ability insuranceare expected to
cover the damages. These poli-
cies typically include coverage
for the loss of the aircraft (hull
loss), passenger liability, and
third-party liability. Pilot erroris
also covered under standard avi-
ation insurance policies unless

£1oss m—:-gh.genr:e or intentional
misconduct is proven, whichre-
mains rare anddifficult to estab-
lish. If the pilotis perishedin the
crash, his/ her family could still
receive compensation from the
aidine’s group hifeinsuranceand
any personal accident insurance
policies, unless there was a vio-
lationof policy terms such as fly-
ing under the influence, said a
source.,

The Tata Group, which owns
Air India, has announced an ex
gratia compensation of Rs 1
croreto the nextof kin of all pas-
sengers who died in the crash.
Families of people who died on
the ground will also be eligible
for this Rs 1 crore compensation,
and the company has stated it
will cover medical expenses for
those who were injured. The
Tata Group, which owns Air
India, has announced anex gra-
tiacompensation of Rs 1 croreto
the next of kin of all passengers
who died in the crash. Families
of people who died on the
ground will also be eligible for
this Rs 1 crore compensation,
and the company has stated it
will cover medical expenses for
those who were injured.

According to insurance in-
dustry sources, the crash is ex-
pected toresultintotal claims of
around Rs 4,000 crore (nearly
$470 million), making it one of
the most significant insurance
eventsinvolvingan aircraft acci-
dent.

The jet hull alone is esti-
matedtocost insurersand rein-
surers about $80 million, with
the engines valued at an addi-
tional $45 million. Liability
claims related to passenger
deaths are expected to reach
nearly $350 million, though the
final amount may vary depend-
ing onthe number and nature of
daims filed and the jurisdictions
involved.

Honeywell fuel
control switches
in crash report
flagged earlier

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 12

WHILETHE preliminary re port on
the Al-171 crash hasnarmowed the
likely cause to the airaaft’s engine
fuel control switches, it does not
raise concerns about the equip-
mentitself.

The switches, manufactured
by US-based Honeywell, were
previously flagged by the US
Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) in 2018 for a potential fault
inthe switch locking mechanism.
Although the FAA had recom-
mended certain inspections, they
were notmade mandatory dueto
“limited data” to warrant an air-
worthiness directive {(AD)adtion.

The initial probe report re-
leased by the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau ( AAIB) re-
vealed that the June 12crash of the
Boeing 787-8 aurcraft ocaurred al-
ter both engine fuel control
switches moved from ‘RUN' to
‘CUTOFF position inquicksucces-
sionshortly after takeoff.

“At this stage of investigation,
there are no recommended ac-
tinns to B787-8 and jor GE GEnx-
1B engine operators and manu-
facturers,” the report said, The
aircraft’s GEnx engine was man-
ufactured by GE Aerospace.

Fuel control switches
The report identifies the part
number of the fuel control switch
as4TL837-3D, whichis manufac-
tured by Honeywell, according to
a Spedal Airworthiness
Information Bulletin (SAIB) issued
by the US FAA in 2018, The SAIB
flagged potential disengagement
of the fuel control switch locking
feature on some Boeing aircraft,

3 'm'":.'t -'
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Wreckage of Air India's
Boeing 787-8 jet,a month
after thetragedy, in
Ahmedabad. PTi

and is referenced in the AAIB re-
port released eadier today:,

“The fuel control switch de-
sign, including the locking feature,
is similar on various Boeing air-
plane models including part num-
ber 4T1.837-3D which is fitted in
B787-8aircraft VI-ANB (AI-171),
As per the information from Air
India, the suggested inspections
were not carried out as the SAIB
wasadvisory and notmandatory,”
the initial probe report said.

Honeywell is the manufac-
turer behind theengine fuel con-
trol switches for most Boeing
models, including the 737, 747,
767, and the 787 Dreamliner in-
volved in the Ahmedabad crash
last month, according to the SAIB,

“If the lodang feature isdisen-
gaged, the switch can be moved
between the two positions with-
out lifting the switchduringtran-
sition, and the switch would be
exposed to the potential of nad-
vertent operation. Inadvertent op-
eration of the switch could result
inan unintended consequence,
such as an in-flight engine shut-
down," the SAIB said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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AAIB's preliminary report on Air India plane
crash 'very soon': Civil Aviation Min Naidu

MUMBAI: Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau's
(AAIB) preli.lrhina.r}rr investi-
gation report on the fatal Air
India plane crash in Ahmed-
abad last month is expected
Very soon, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
said on Friday and empha-
sised that the ministry is
ensuring transparency and
accountability in the probe.
On June 12, Air India's

Boeing 787-8 aircraft oper-
ating flight AT 171 en-route
to London Gatwick crashed
into a medical hostel com-
plex soon after takeoff from
Ahmedabad, killing 260 peo-
ple, including 241 who were
onboard the plane. One pas-
senger survived the crash.
“Very soon.. AAIB is
working on it.. it is the
responsibility of AAIB, let
them do their job,” Naidu

said. He was responding to
a query on when the pre-
liminary probe report on
the Air India aircraft crash is
expected to be released.

The ministry is ensur-
ing that transparency and
accountability is there in the
whole investigation process,
the minister said on the side-
lines of a conference here.

Under the International
Civil Aviation Organization

(ICAO) norms, AAIB can
submit a preliminary report
within 30 days of the acci-
dent to it.

The Ahmedabad crash
was also the first time that
the best-selling wide-body
Dreamliner or Boeing 787
suffered a fatal accident
resulting in hull loss,

On June 26, a status report
of the crash was released by
the ministry. AGEHCIES



At any given time, over
130 aircraft in India

IndiGo has over 60
planes sitting idle
There are 30
international
airports, 10 customs
arports, 139
domestic airports,
and 21 greenfield
airport sanctions

Approximately 174
million passengers
travelled from and
within India by air in
2025

Currently, the Indian
fleet consists of more
than 860 aircraft

The aviation sector
contributes about 2.4
per cent to India's
GDP

The sector generates
around 4,00,000
direct jobs

Cver 10,000 posts
remaining vacant
across the DGCA,
BCAS and AA|

(ver 800 vacancies
are unfilled in the
DGCA

Pilots are supposed to
clock 8 hours, with

total duty time of not
more than 10 hours

Fall

Corporate Communications Directorate

4 MORNING STANDARD

1 started with a screan. 30,000 feet above the Arabian Sea, acabimon an internadjonal ight plunged

indo chaos. Flight AL12 was barely halfwoy fo New York when the erew declared an smergeney. The

oyeen masks dropped —but notall of them. A child's mask didn't deplow Her mother began (o ey

banging the overhead panel. A man fainted soross the aisle, A pressure leak The plane turned mid-air,
descending fEst Some passenpers clutched honds with stranpers, When the Dreambiner finally binded back
in Murhai, there wore no injuries —at kst not phesically. Bot the traama lingered long after the whesls
touched the tarmac. And it wasn't nst the prssenpers asking: How did we let it ged this bad?

¥ days Inter. nt Mwmbad airport.
nnather penrnriss. & fHpht bound far
Hrderubad was moments from: takendd
b & ecRuyicHin spris e scams e
tnrmang, wirving his nrms. Tha plane hod
bem cleared for deprme but wikth
g il y W Lvres, Ml b e
records snbd they'd heen re-planed, They
hadn't.The pibot taxcied back. Passeopers
were alniMed o anoller gate Mo ol
Wae e Wl s b

Brui Ehat sume evening, dn inbernsl
Director b meral of Civ il feiatiom
(I Ay nodin tended on the deckz of
seman avist bon officials. s findings wers
Llisterig: ¥ Ddecls aiv repeiibelly
s pum ring, Buenway morkings new Fnided
Adrport squipment is opemiing without
sty chocks. Malnlvisinoe piocediipes
are elther ignarred or farged

Dethi Mumbai, Hydembad —the me
waay'L Juecad, 11 was nadicual

Sonal B, & cabin crew member with
over 2 decode of Rving hehdnd her,
remnatiinhers wihen hidion sviation fel
“oompetent” W nssil bt sy
gisarier: Mow it's onee o veer, o ot 2ll,” she
sy " They"ve alashed creil We'oe
wirebohed dhin, Somietbmes we ooed
withmst enough ooyzen cvlinders—we
st pray there's no anerpeicy” She
recails o fight toLah sarlier this yem
Visibility was near zern, The pilok wasn's
CAT IOt - o ceguilremeent o
bwew sl by T ivgs Ve elrelid Tor 40
mimzrs, and eravtaalic nned bock
Passenpers wers Siranes. We st fobd

e that tho pilot is tmined. md that
soemane, someahere, 15 artoaliy
watching

Benzaniaat i Ui shles i Hills
turhubenee s no bonger the exoeprtion. [i's
therule

HURSTING AT THE SEAMS

Advocite Yeshwanth Shenoy has filed
PlLa- Boon Xiformetly Twillarh inder
Aamice Indis—ananding olarms yonrs
npo, In WA, he hod warned, ©F 1the
Sepdickeiry doss nol changs, whing will
wing nhoat the chnnge in indinn
miation? Nothing, nof one 2irport is safe
54 Callewit amd Mibgaliiig {ebeie plies
rrashed snelier pwill oopeat itsel, bt 1
put my bet on Muombal When it happms
i ivkusn bad, kb wikl oot e an secil=nt, 1
wil] bie n patestrophe,”

The Blinistry of Cerdl Addatien (MOCA)
sl DCRC A sproung b bo fiewlighating niode
nfer the Al 171 consh tn June, &= sporals
tirms went wild—mechanicabtechnbcal
Bnikare. softw me moalRosction, foel boes, o
Maps, AT ibeploved, nvvn anbolsge, DECA
ordered EGuderree safety mulivs of the
i balion sechol  suirpiise cbhetks al
nirprts, mielnes, oo 2wt ole e
omtral, mamtenanoe, repair and owecha ol
b, sirerall ey mbiasice sty ot
T sl ot amanggs. thirust mserssr seetims
imservicenhle, fapsiat vers oot locked
byviress worp vt irakniig sysiems oulaf
itate; amd mare It gave adessdline of smen
doys. Three AT officials weye sndord, o
shue catime otoe wis senb o Al ndis

Wi nefoeims o pivot—fom Iegnoy
opermt s to o fuhcee resdy, recheintegrns
e and snfety focused ecosysism—this
el ek Bl [ b
umramerring poditient will

Approximeateh 174 million passsngers
Erreatlod i and w bEin londis by siE e
HRE, accmnking for sround 4.2 per cent
of the global trof, Currently the Indiag
Dbt comnsdests o mare R 860 alnrall
nnd accomnts for pemend 2 4 por eent of
the iotad global Seet, The aveatim secioy
eotilribites about 34 per cenl bo Bnles's
GOP gemrrating nrowind 4,00 600 direet
fobs, millians mdirectly. Indis's nbiliby to
saistali suieh growth witlwal an agtoge
s stnfutnry pvingm rogebter
entrenched with specsalisis, and: inde
prencdeml [ gtbons, tbadnding.
maintennnee, ook, mtnrms in amidem
with Internationnl nocms s questionshls

“ Eongprotne bl gion L s 4 double edged
wword, aad (8 heosmming 5 gume af
mmbers in o specindised induster ke
aviaiiul ™ sayvs Caplain Single Acvording
to Copitidm Sam Thimns former.dol
Arrwnys trainer and president, Adriise
Hbots’ Assdcia ton ol lnbia 1edlis beeds
nin IJ|ﬂr|.:-\|rilnr-.1||h|m|} ny infkm
remlator in operate free from minksie
rialpoyveriment ol ol apact. = We peed
samithingsimiine fo the FAA in the LS
EASA n Euwope and CAM 6 the PR The
by gloookd conyprise aviators acuf
mil oot matier papertE—net just 1A%
officers like those hemiing the BGCA, " be
sava Whike Lfis has aduopied FAA

THE TURBULENT STATE OF INDIAN AVIATION

Despite India being the world's third-largest aviation
market, its infrastructure, regulatory oversight, and safety
standards have failed to keep pace

Free

ke 11 wns wenther—nont fhat the copinin
wsny ' guialilied to band," she savs;

Thil same week, over 5 Mighis wers
diverted autaf’ Delhi beemese snme
airdimes haadn't rostersd CAT U -cenifed
it during whiter faga vietation of
protoonl The [HGCA senknatiors Afrtines
shiapeed

Hedd i 15 where Inidlan Byees wil Al
Entedy; the wioeies nre disturhing

“Flight delmymd by 115 minuins. Not 190
Yo know winT Bommuse that's the 1k
iMer whibds thi DEGCA i nilastes
e s Hon,

“Spteedet Bed sbout a delay then
eabroe e e Mgl BMo ook pocsed ujp e
hnlpine =

AR any gven time over Lilkadroraft in
Dok are grosied - ol by weather, bul
by defiect fon Prair & Whimey mgines,
Indatn haas over i) planes sitting idke
Adiiknes mv sacrambling Lo ek ol fels
wften in gonsrionable condition. wam
keep achedules running A mnmirnaonce
ergsheer, sprst g anonyimosly, savs e
pressnre {5 relmdbess “Wa'm tnld ine gm
off defects tht hevwen't been fixed.  we
pidesl, we're trasfersal Che wiirse
trnchodd,* Hi shows & phto off @ cracknd
engine motnt on bis ghone. The repair
was el & “oanopletsl”. The plns
few tha pextmorning

50 bere we are: o nation of 14 billam,
el largest avialion markel in Ge wordd,
bt i flying ur e wing and o pryer, The
oaly fhing keemng the systsm adrborne is
i Bilx of kick. desilal, andl fapoad. I's 1o
bimgzer o mntier off F smething poes
wirmag. [t's & goestion of when —and how
iy proaiprle Wikl b diai basi ol i dE
oes {0 A ten, Inifion prssenpres wikl
coatin e i line ap, boerd. Bockle 0, and
g ikl e usysen maska doog when
they ‘e spprand o thit the tyres am

9.

“Ifa pilot is insisting that he is
mist well, and he is foreed to tly
Srinagar |o Delhi, and he dies
meaching Delhi, then it's the
system thal is defunct.”
PRARHIOT PRalL SiNGH,
Tomnin-based asisdion esper

CEOS Campbell Wilson. Cinlby n port of the
mueesst dpntion report has besn relezsed.

Huwre v acruriing bt 5t
fentermity, thess isnwes have heen evident
firr pears Aviaton is b slowly being
pEratied, which makes | oeiph, amd
profits remain the docus. Muolipke
authorities are comfmnllicg arperts.

e batiog Al =ecyr iy — bl there ex s n
Indendnisbm] mrtrode compmmising
b fife and sscurity

Ta ma teh the macket's hresknesck pace.
Linidia has &giirmsaiely expaided 50
tnarrrtinmal o brparts. 10 mestoms
afrports, I8 domestic atrports, and 21
prvenlledd ol port samctions, MasEive
nireratt arders—a00 {and counting-—nne
natpacing capacity of idrastnrores,
Badned professonals sie So low do we
i o systnim deomind Ao iking by insidors?
Can fndin sfford =uch unchecked growih
wiithout firundationsl refor o and o
mero-mlernnos palicy on cormuprion ond
sifpty prosocoks?

Cagfain Al Singh, fogdides, NGO
Safery Matters, former airl ine snfety
bhead, emphasises, *Make reasonable
pirolits such Clual s pay bk or pul beck
sk thet system o impeoms 1 miher thon
anly maximising The regalytor can't
ke devislons @ s anarm of e
ministey, Thore is notochmoerns, S0 moch
wwrong We noed mdependent audis

B Y 205534, Lhe enlis iy recordsd
e (50 millinm domestic pessrngers, jond
: millinn irmernntional passenmer,
post-CONIE Thils Dgiire will doii lels by
W, aconring ta the ndnerationnd Ay
Trmspon Associntion {LATA)L Fasseper
LizilTe grew 5.4 por oenl doiiesteally, 11.4
per cent internotianally dartng HE4 with
India's Interrmtional Civil Jeriation
O ilzatioa (PCACH pulings ey from
\ivand ta 48th plooe, While thern nm

“The bumaucratic guagmire
India t5 why avistion experts are

ol keien toosel up i e rance,
satety and training units in the
country

CAFTAIN ALGUSIINE JOSEFM.
Prosident-LE 5 Lancair

protocn s in letier, complianoe is alnrm
ingly b, “Begubiors ke CAN and
EASA mijy & degrve of Independeioe
Bt [HGECA, is under the Ministry of Covil
Axintion, can't make decisions by itsel’
Cagithin Singlindds

POTHOLED RITNWAY

Bfeddis teparts luye sko Baghlighied
ey mynst giohnd meantiom ond snfity
eonfereners mreoky soe o ermtotiws
Frovm: the Tad ian regalsior dise toa b of
witlifect mialtor expuit (e The FEADs 3023
Ui versan ] Sy Croersithr Aisdie
Progrnmme had flagred Indin's s hortoom
i lin (sl Boe s ey, aocsderl
mvestigation transmoney el alrwr
thiness giving the codntry an Effsctive
linplrentann soore ol just 503 per
cont, below the giobn | meemge of 7 per
cemt A key abvermtion wos the GCAS
Fuiiime bo ugndate (b= bechin Sl guiidance
magerinl i Hoew st che 10D ammd
ments, ol the back of an ndeperdemt
s e Dves it hody

"AWinkco the A lrera Arcident Imenstipn
Hon Hurem { A A Ridky inde pendent
il resnilaled puiltiic Ooad Feparrts withln
12 momibs,” says Coptnin Angnostine
Joseph, Presidect-CED, Lancair, &
U5 bty s v ooy enmenenn Uhow i Il bini
Adr Foros wweeran. also an FAA-oortfid
BIRD {n inbenance, Bepoir, and Cheers
Basilh piny ey

A Partinmaeminey Smoding Cammmiioee
report highliphts srvers mpacity gaps,
il b e 10 KD P s ruisiadinlng vscatil
wernas the BUCA, Bovesu of Ol
Axiation Security (AL amd Alrports
Al B iy of L da CAAD, The Bncmbsr of
wnemcies as the TGCA has donbied since
2erk. Everywith the exponeiinl growih,

Tewrvi b v 2

“The regulator can't make
decisions as its an am of the
animistry, There is no lechnocrat
So much i= wrong, We neisd
independent andits”

CAPTAR AMT SINGH,

Fourde. BGO Safnly batiers

KEY
PILLARS
OF
AVIATION
SAFETY

Emsrgeancy Prepares]
mss & Response
Thomughiy deweiooed
s repuila y festad
EMETRENCY TESHOnSE
lars, cowarng In Aigit
wound and aiport
wenarng incheling fire,
medical, svacust oL
rimcue oot abans sl
accite mt irwostgaton

Commmmication &

Cheifinearn! from poge

cagrital b b= cut. Bebwesn
TV 23S, the DGO AR
sanEioned strengsh rose from
BNt B0 Yl ol TR
pngiti o finve oo Tiled ne ol
Bl BEn, lenving ower 80
vibizincies unfils=d India's
avtal lisn witohidog is fyiag
bitind, A former LGHCA officiad
g i Blgtdy; “This is a plaoe
with re ikt Socoow. And
we're prayving it doesn't crash. "
Do ver, aicline after-airline
Fins Pk, Biemsdnng bk brvd o i)
of debt, grounded feets, ond
wizpaid snlaries. S0 why doss e
Trelinm skiins resembil a
corpoite prvaryard more than
a thriving marketplace” Tormite
Easnd sviation capert Frabnjol
ul Singh pulls no punches
“Jet Asrways? Sunk by Aoancial
LR T NE VAT T [
Dirowned m bimeary nod chons.
aar lndis Tnfinn Afelines,
Wanvibibont ! Coerujithon ks
tornued paoliticad dumphng
gronimis—hlnnfed with byimeme
racy, beeding money and fiving
s, Hsgh Ol costs ane just
ther tip ad the dodber. Probingns
Singh points fo the indusrv's
ol b dianh w LD Buigead
nirernft—espooially dry
s a0 deaih oaience for
alinler pe egured wirlines =Ty
oWy o expenster anbess
vl know et v what vou'oe
b ing Dast off U airlines hal
peeried up Akdn't hosn the
EENPAPET OF B EEneeri g
erbisele Do koo plooos plissori i
et nlone profiinble.” he soys
Conerniment policies haven'y
Bl ped el theer, Sroadler ppsiin lors
mrr ignaml, Tmining pipelines
are broken. There's no stendy
siremm ol qualfied pilots, chin
CTUW oF Fr i nee staff—nl)
in & sectar where tech mvolves by
e nximkibe. o what's Lhe g7
Peabhjut Sirgh pushes for smar
et L ses—where adirornft, crewe
il oo ke s e Cowite Dt
il —nnd strazegie theups with
Enredpn carriers. An LTAT
eoonmnic report stabes, “The
hkgh domand #r ol fmved g
the cupected significont fiecst
expaiEion fesds appoa bely
T 000 [ Bt i 3 000 e
nnpce trchnicinns during the
miext tven e, A oorilical
il kit shortage, i delieln of |15 por
cent trained pibots 15 e other
big problem plasing the secior

Nk FATR PLAY

lcdia's avzriien indesy is
dominated by two key plaowrs
Inditfe nod Adr indin. While
bese two paarts bavee plaved un
peEeniial mle inoanneciing
tredin's dinerae regions snd
expandisg {5 mivraational
Fwstie Liil, UsedF maar main gl s
the oomernl et the m
ratess conceros Ehat caimit e
ek | bl

It iCin's metenric vise is
muthing short of sxiraondinary
Framibed in 304, 18 gulckly
becume ther Inrgest domestic
carner ol and i8S now the
dhornlnant oo b Indban
avint yom, with a market shaie of
ovey 55 per cent However with
greal power coines Lhe pobealial
for gront sagnation . [adiGoy
owrainelming presonce ralses
concerns aboit thie ladk af
cumtipelitive pressiee (o L
mnrlet | In & troly compot itve
aviation =cosyst em, airines
comibiniisasly e vids b alirscl
pssen prrs—whethes throagh
i oved services . miore
alForda e v Soing, of Diw
roines. Indisn's marked shanr,
howwrver, has meant that the
Tsdisley 18 reasingly oking
it Es pEdeing strasegios, fieet
munagement, nnd service
st inlagils as e de Cocto geiri,
At the mame Hme; Al Indin
remuums the flag bearer of the
eulblan . inberisatiened roules
Ciriginally o privbe on ity

Coordinalion Training & Human
Hfesctive, slan- Factors
dartised and bmely Conmprehessive and
corRlirlion recurTing tramng for
amorg af operalional al selabon personml
sanehulders (plols. [pilok ATC, mairte-
corim bars, enginsars, mance. groand cr,
round sl e sip- with p focus an human
mrt s, conmdina o mformanse, fatipos
el managerieat, decision:
kg, sl crew
[ BUE R

g et Bepuiiing
& IimvesBgatian

A st cubture ag-
prich thal engins-
IR THI- U
roarling of salely
o] s Al naar

Zalinty Cultuee
A deeply errbedded or
pansatinat mindset thet places
saxtety showe all etse—promehng
Irirspereecy, scconlahiily
LN RO, and ConiinaDus
inprovemen il every fevel

HRigorous ma ierance protocols, propesty traned
and-cerlilied peraoined, sooirate reconi-eepng, =N
and conkinugus mandonng to ensure secret

mnidin frwarihy ot @l lmes
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wihich mrnnd snteowmad forn
wiile befiore gomng back in
prlvale apuds, Als ndis's
Emunes ehbod mmd Beoesd over
the yoars, with inefficiency,
eurriptlom, ad oo B
marit aften seen ns fes Adhilles
hesl Desprie ibs resorgent
ke s Cioead net work the
alfine stifl kags behind in terom
o domestio market share, where
Nicaed§ o i i el o s

With the twn ployees contrsl
ling the Hen's shame of the
mia vl nispeditlon has sbhicied
1nwine, ond tha mdnstry risks
becomuing nn oligopaly o
soehiario where o few doeplmani
plnyrrs dimage fhe forms o
serrice and pricing. This market
sirsictire ok oidy lmits
annsrmey ghoda b nkso pidees
e Llaelihood of price fixtog or
onlusion - prticlady dunng
times of high demimnid, soch e
peak trovel ssasona ar when fiued
e spike. Moreoves, pegiomal
AiAFRECLY & Dilng compis-
mised, Smalier camriers that
once ollered Miphts o Toer B aml
Tler 3 pitles s e grosdually being
sjunexed ot Kegional mzibes,
often bss poaditable bot crucial
fort' e g cormecdivity to
TG bT OreiE, AT IncreLsEngly
by monopol ised. As 3
bR For | ncussy iy wilhin
the mrintion marker shrinks
millims of passengers are eft
with fewnr ol s b i Dislen
ninliy higher fores. Theeha
lempw Lies im Fosbering an
e e nEnat | Wik Bt majoe
plnyers and Fmerging cocriers
can cowxist and thrie:

FAILURE TO LAUNDH

1T Chennad s an aere s
il sion Tid B s lenoess B
s mn huilding alrorat
equipment. Fur a leader in
iy Lt sy, e rose i of all
stakeholders (5 kiey b0 onriching
mn imdostry Captnin 5 ingh says
"Chir foumndat ion b weak; mich
hites pires e |s aggilled e
aystem collapses, Fop min
accident. the sysiem collapsss
W cnuitot siis i 8 s
teat, " For trnining toa Indin
sends its plots o Amerien and
Franoe, witdch restlis wm Hmidel
mEps tmining stexnrhitme
oo, “Thers is a ot of deperd
i gl wilbers; Doalis g0l Fes o
I wmy s pn, " ooplming M
Vastidevan, former asrpart
dlrectar with AAL 68 Cobirdiiliom
arpf Mnngdomic

Jemeph trains LK pilots ta
Ul LS peer year of wiucly I
mare ore Indinpa “The fewting

Regulatory Overssghl & Govemancog
Indepantant, fmnsparent, mil corupSontre

W mepraipht by compebenl mlionities, enaring
striek adherens b afonsl and insmational
sarbety mepuly bore sl slandanls

13 JULY 2025

gl liemmning process i Indin s
onrrt: ot bl monex and
dlgn ooff log Daoka,™ e ehya, He
cites the onen of n wamnn bt
who a few vears back landed the
alveradl ity it sy whoe] i
Gana The case 1w sl ender
irmestization—fhe pilot had
allegedly privodiced = fube
eertilfteste b abinin her Afriines
Tronsport Prot Licen o (ATETL)
“Tridisiing s b st froi L
g T - ith, my lntizm
experis skilled technirams —nok
e [NSCA sebbinge e s yibaki,”
eupin ing Thamns, Jeaph imes
balin fo creake an mbvizory
b of phulsad aviabors o
rem s o barion s the
gronned up He cites Lafthanss's
rigarenlE b kndog meode]. -3
e bl andkp |t time—as B
‘tenchmurk, “Safety s baked
it ety systenis, " be shvs
mddingr T e b vl i
opiLgmire in Indin i why
wintbon experts sre wok keen to
sl Mg malntennn e sl and
training units in the coontry® In
Jenbia's high e ot h, low-marpgan
aclution seetor. pilats ave Aying
onder what Captain Sam
Thomeas calls the 3Fs" - [nes.
Batbgn, andd Sepr, Vasudewmn was
om the inguiry board for the
Mangaluns crash whers L3
sl bost Thelr Hves: The
report foumd that the pilor wes
lee pdeprivsl

Heviever, &l [ndiics
i tnes T am reer thin
muaryins. ihe pressuire mevitnhhy
Al S s ol doll=— Hisn y d e
merworked, sressed. and
operating in hostile eeviron
nwpits: Pest-Covid the siiantion
hns hecome worse, Flight Dy
‘me Limutabions {FIFTL)
g oS e e resl por s
and ity times—pdlors sre
suppieett bo clock sight hours
iy bl iy Lhiee of nol ooy
thnn 1 hours. Bt leophnbes
shwn nllow extonded dicry
periods {up to £3.04 hoursi die
bin theboaym o jmuilid beg s dusdiid
ing, tnsaffieiont rest bebwesn
dhities. np Lmit on momber of
s g & et oy Tier shaet-diad
damestie pilots (flvos i
take-olfs o dayy, Mdot FOTL
Fuiles anw et pirsl lo Coveni ol
e i ines sn ahat thisy
n Emike more morey at the
eppipe of phlota. pder the
present rules, n commerris)
pibot 15 not wmi pposed to traved
e Hlsan 35 houl's @ weed, Bl
ey renxy iriines nre
expamling operatioms by
Boudiivg FOTL veguda tis with
impunicy Loy enat airiimes like

Tochnadagy & mresalion
Inbegr abion of svanced Lechnuio-
EieS 0 airendt syebems, maete

Wizatruchie &

hi negpeitei] Ry Caif il Maggyilo il CHD i i ds Fra

Aryrr
gl
‘il e dand
madernised airparts,
ETC spxtoms and
ravigatoml sds
Salety Management Systems el withopd mesisd
f Hus, daks-driank ok :Ill'lmﬂ'l.ll:h:ruh
for syslomalically kenlifving hammds,  fedice conpeation,
ansensing i, and implementing Sabays, and the nskod
liga 3 rimgh fired -t conlficks
[prilicies el pariimmante mantinring
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& Indla Aigit 171 crashad in
Ahmedabad on une 12 205, less
Fhan 3 minuge ather takeo i The cmsh
kithed 241 pecpie on board s 14
pespie o tha graund

A Indis Expris Fligghi 1344 overshol
e rurway ool ancding in Calivat,
breshimg info fout preces on August L
2020, kilhng 38 people

O My 22 2010, 40 Indda Expresss
Flight H1Z oversihiok e ruimay an
lanting In Mangalru, kiling 158 pus-
e ey o boand

W

Alliance A Fight 2402 crashed in
Paina after lhe piot lost covbal of e
arcrait claiming the lives of 5 peopls
aboard, dong with 5 on e ground on
iy 7. 2000

o Moy ot 52 P65, S ik & ol iam
Artmes Flight 763 collided mid-ar
withy Mgk tedan Kadfines Fight 1907
1600 by meest o (el 451145 pmopie
ot o akh plfs wes kil

Al Indis Express and Indign
homee g ok aond molbaple
Lt o s, wlilch bicreases
fying honrs and fatlgas
BASAs Fatipue Risk Manape
maent SyEbeg (FRMEF ik sclenli
anlly prounded and pites the nes
af Wiometric Gatigue traadking,
e raldi G Ugve mofibors
o dntn mgs Copendn Armam
Singh Chpudnary an Ak Indin
B preiee o, ibied ol & capllEse
nrrest shierthy nftor linding o
Might récent by In Angriost 2L
an lindiCo pllot M) Biilasiik
ramnnlan, fell tneomsebois
whille on duty ut Nagpur airpors
anid pasesed ow oy Frablijol el
argum, “Why mrp pibats dving?
If o pilos @3 insistung that he s
i el i e ds Borced o Dy
Srinngny tn Dol nnd ho dbes
reaching Dethi; then it's the
&y ey Kl 8 defined.”

THE WAY FORWARD

Fisloriis b Lle Chvil At 5s Ui
At fnnlly bork Right with the
Bhartiva Vavuyvan Vidhewk,
BBV riplasEng Hue
Britih-ora Afreenft Act 19084 1f
promises toaddoess aromit
disaign, manafactire sl
MIANIETLNGE, TEmaw imeors | &
encies and redundancies
Hordries, Seiial bepielidion,
Captmin Sagh savs; i nesded i
povern chill mvindion —establish
[rumnaiwrk Cor el ing wd
nverswing, incpding snfire
seririty, and econumis aspects
“The prime ninksler iide 5
rhange by laerndly {rdaeting
specinliags in the joint secrednry
ciiddre - g WiHcoin e T o

levcian Far ke Flghl 451 crndhed inlo

o track at the end of the rumssy while |

Laing ofl from Rurargabad on Agcil
7. 1993, Kiling 55 pedphe

Imion Nirbmes Flight 257 crashad on
descest inko hnphasl on fuped 16,
1Y, eeting sl 669 a0 haard

O Fefirwmry 14, 19590, indion idines
Tiight G056 crashed onits fimlap-
prrach b Sagaloen abport kiling
92 peapia

110 perople ware
fiiled whenan
™ Indlan Amnes
e e  NERE I
i y  erashed ouits
final approach o
Alrmiabod Wr
portion Ockober
151588

A eaifis Fiaght 355 1 ashed of Tihe
codet stBandra, Mumbai, nin

L1978 kiding a8 213 aboard

& St wos by Fust bwry to Pl Yor
+ roin Musmital whan T crew declam d
anemergency. Thans was 2 pressune

+ Vi e Hhw plnan e of -,
+ dmscendirg fast Fortunataly tham was

ngnssof life

& fgtt bound for Hyderabad fom
Mumbal was momers e takeodt
whena technician alved that he
+ pianehad beon of sansd fr daparium
with dangerousty worn bpres. The miot
+ Ravchea] bk andd pRssangn wire
deboarded

© & fignt b Lot s rier this yanr, coudn'
land s visldity wasnasr o andihe
. pilotwasn T CAT [1-trased

 Cver 501 fights wam dwerted aut of
¢ Dedhitecame sdines hadn t rostered
| GAT lihcertfind piints during wanber fog

* Im Bl this year, Captain.&man Singh
Chaudhary, sn A indka Expeess pilok,

+ dietlof 3 cartiie Armest shorby it

+ landing tha tight recenty

* i aguat 20128 an indiGo pifok. M amsy
Balasulramanion, el incomc ol
wihile on duly at Nagpur airport, and

| paste] oy
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& inddifzo Hight from fefsto Smagar
anchuriered sivere lirbukince and o
© st oo May 7, 2025 maulling
in damege o the sircrall's noss cone.
prompting e pikat o deciane an
| ey

: Famangers complaned that they werne
i s i isiia an A Ind o Espinss
aircrrttweithouk asr-cond Bonig o fue
haviars el T bzl in Dyl a rpert
Tha Hight whic hwas schedubed totase
off at .25 pm finally took off ai 1245
am

&n A india Express Hight tam Gaihi o
Ranchiwas femed b rehirn {o e capl-
fil-shortly attor kel on Monday
due bo asuspeched lechnical probles

An i bl Bight feom San Francoeoo

0 Mumiba] devropod & ledwical

snag imone ofits engime s iy pas-
+ g induianm diring & sche i)
| stopat Kolkata s port

Pilots are supposed to clock eighl howes, with fotal
duty me of not owne than 10 hous, But loopholes
allow extended duty perinds op (o 13-14 hoars

erewte huilject masd ey speciil
Ists " spys Thomins, Hewever o
paradizgm shift 15 oesded. “In
elivn Bl cotiniy bes Liw
Iwestigntinns and doy to dny
running of civik sviaton is with
& prieniee (P il aee i
heings ard & certin degon
etror will ecor: Pilots sboukd
b cotinselbed |, glven cofpec e
trilnang in an afmnsphare
wherr errocs are minimised
This is meol wihial ke ppens i
Irdin Tnke, far instonee, thie
incident i oo Adr ledaa Maght
Lis b e wiiere o ik
passEnpor allegedly peed o n
w0 man paswnger the pikot
e Up g -:I;-'.:'.Jl.'l:nled.
Whyt ha nsks, shessing that
anatmosphers for fruss,
i kg iy difsid [reedii 10 sieak
1 enngm a leng wy o addiess
the tmmbered pilos in a system
whibcli vaacts ks prece of exh
Inetin's pirpart infrestrovrtee
1y siriming with major baubs Like
Delhes sl Mkl fmeiing
saturntion. amf mgionl
airparts without night anding
of ks specs, To sdhiss
this, the governments LTIAN
{Ude Desh ko Anm Naprik)
mideeriie e opened e
aArradremeds o necommadnbn the
passenger everiood, however,
Ty o bess fpe dhe s
financislly wnviahie, i
supporting infastacture, Bus
exports pilviee ciulion. “We

mhiisE ook e 40 pheiis bt e el
e tralning, safoty, ord
oviersight meet global norms,”
slrestes Caplain Siogh These |5
growing compern af inmmase alf
comtral of ihe privatespctor in
eper tlon, munapesen dod
devrbrpmsert of airparis, sl
nioew an. seciir ity and safety too
Soame by plovers aliesd v o
thelr oen security bms in
operatiooal musbe The roleof
Ehe = bde sjpericies s been
g fsnkis nd

NIF viat bon Turbine Fuel
ks Wi ey 40 per oend o
maire af aperationn] mosta and
itn pricing in badia is amoni; the
Ribgnest o i 0o Rk y daccatiai
Tiespite mn rgianl govoy nmen!
redled 10 VAT, the pricing
s pard Uy Acrdiss wlaBiss B ik e
profiinhl Bty This bes eveniod
smswsning hle price wars and
thifnier margins, ThHe gretigs
il por seat emadns among
the owess in the world, plocinp
snuler corriees ol K ol
Bankrneey;, lloe what hnppensd
e Spioe Jet Go Alr e,
Merpers, Disabwiey, gl price
wrs hued aepiitsd momapalios
which reduces competition.
L pocts Dure slructies, and
seryvine tnndavnd o,

Despiteall this Indians
cumitinie b1y - (i bl Biih
ia romnrliohle. But the systom
must maich that tinust,” srs
Carain Singh
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Experts divided over crash probe report

Report reveals conversation between pilots, with one of them expressing shock over fuel supply to engines being cut off

5 LALITHA & Mew Delt

AVIATION safety consultant
and former Boeing alreraft
trainer Captain Mohsan Ranga
niathan sajd the preliminary
findings of the ingquiry into the
June 12 Alr India Dreamliner
crash affirms that the accident
was a case of “deliberate hu-
man intervention,”

The preliminary probe re-
port by the Alreraflt Accidents
Investigation Burean (AATR),
an Independent Investigative
unit constituted by the civil
aviation ministry revealed a
comversation between the cock-
pit crew, with one of them ex-
pressing shock over fuel supply
to the engines being cot-0ff and
questioning the other about it

The report, made public on
Saturday states, “In the cock-
pit voice recording, one of the
pilots is heard asking the oth-
er why did he cut off. The oth-
er pilot responded that he did
not do so0.”

When Al 171 took off from
Runway &3 of Ahmedabad air-
port, 32-year-old Clive Kunder
from Mangaluru - with over
1,128 hours experience on the
Dreamliner mode! - was flying
the craft, Highly experlenced
First Officer, 58-yvear-old Cap
tamn Sumit Sabharwal - with
2,200 flving hours - was in the
cockpit beside him.

Ranganathanexplained, "The

AIR CRASH INVESTIGATION

FUEL SAMPLES FROM BOWSERS AND TANKS
USED TO REFUEL AIRCRAFT TESTED AT THE
DGCA'S LAB: SATISFACTORY

The EAFR (Enhanced Al ome
Fight Recorder) data
downioaded: analysk in progress

Statement of witnesses and
the surviving passenger have
been obtalined

Gomplete analysis of
pastrmortem epots of crow,

passengers is being undertaken

AT THIS STAGE, NO
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS TO
BT87-8 AND/OR GE GENX-1B
ENGINE OPERATORS,
MANUFACTURERS

CIVILAVIATION MINISTER BACKS PILOTS

Civil Aviation Mindster Ram Mol

fuel switch does not change an
toma tically 1t needs to be moved
physically from one slot to an-
other slot and can only be dome
88 a deliberate action.”

This switch to stop fuel sup-
ply is provided as an emergon-
cY measure s0 that pilots can
salvape the situat ion in case af
uny major fre-related accident,
hesaid. “This is a case of delib-

5 of the June 1

erate human intervention, It
was not accldental.”

The renowned safety expert
dlso called for a complete over
hawl of how alrlines treat pi
lots, “They are treated like ma-
chines with very less time for
family and other interests. This
creates enormous siress among
pilots. The fight time Dmita
tions for pilots need to be com-

pletely reworked” he added,
Capt Ranganathan also al-
jeged that the AAIB report was
“very badly done™ with just
three out of the 15 pages rele-
vant to the cause of the traglc
ace idont. “The photographs of
the take-off, released now,
ought 1o have been made pulb-
lic long ago. This would have
put away much speculation

about the Boeing alrcraft and
the panicit caused among pas-
sengers regarding air safety.”
he added

Captain C 5 Randhawa, pres
ident of the Federation of In
dian Pilots Association, with3s
years of flying experience on
Fighter planes and Boeing air-
erafts, sald the “report 15 very,
very infriguing.”

“ For Instance, 1t has not clar-
ified whether the engine was
rumning or not when the foel
switch went of " e said.

Defending the pllots in gues-
tion, Randhawa gaid, “The re
port is Inconclusive. We need
further information before any
verdict is arrived upon.” The
report does not mention if the
co-pilot handed over the con-
trols to the First Officer during
take-off, he added

Regarding the fuel switch is
sue, Capi Ramndhawa said, “The
fuel switch in gquestion is oper-
ated on a challenge-response
system. One pilot needs to talk
and another responds to it 1t Is
never done by a pilot in isols
tiome Also, I can never be done
accidentally. It needs o be
picked up and inserted else
where.” Moreover. a pilot is
permitted to move the fuel
swltch only in caseof a “double
engine Mameoul”™ Randhawa
sajd, asserting that Airindia pi-
lots are extremely well-trained
in their operations.
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Boeing to support probe

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Mew DehifMumiai

ours after the Arrcraft
Accdent Investigation

Bureau [AAIB)E pre-

liminary investigation report of
the Air India crash was neleased,
Boeing said it will continue to
provde all support required for
the probe. Air India said it will
take on board its pilot commu-
nity by holding dedicated ses-
sions in the coming days to
review the preliminary report.

In a statement, Boeing
President and CEO Kelly
Ortberg said, “Our deepest
condolences po oot to the loved
ones of the passengers and
crew on board Air India Flight
171, as well as evervone affect-
ed in Ahmedabad”

“I have spoken with Air
India Chairman M.

Chandrasebaran to offer our full
support, and a Boeing team
stands ready to support the
investigation led by Indias
:‘Lirl:rd.fll:‘:mddrut Investigation
Bureau,” Ortheny said. “Boeing
will defer 1o Indias Adrcralt
Accident Investigation Bureau
[AAIR) to provide information
about Air India Flight 171, in
adherence with the United
Mations Intérnational Civil
Aviation Orpanization proto-
col” he added.

Alr India said Prefiminury
imvestigation report has been
officially released in the recent
tragic accident involving our
flight AT171 from Ahmedibad
to London Gatwick on June 12
As aviation professionals, we
understand top importance
from every safety event is the
learning to ensure safe skies”
Air India senior vice president

for flight operations, Manish
LUppal sid in a commurdcation
to pilots.

This tragedy, he said, has
deeply influenced the aviation
fraternity and Air India pilot
community. “The initial report
gives the airline an initial
m‘;i.ghL This is not the kst word,
but an important step in iden-
tilying factors and ensuring
that all possible measiires are
takes 1o prevent sucha tragedy
from reoccurring, he said.
Uppal said tht pilods are trained
to stay under pressure, o oon-
tnuowshy learn, and o act deci-
sively when #t malters most,
adding, “let us apply the same
now. Together, we will reflect,
react and rise more than before”
“We will organise a dedicated
session in the coming days to
review the report together,
he added.
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Naidu urges patience, calls Air India probe preliminary

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mlew Delhi/ Visakhapatnam

nion  Aviation
Minister K Ram
Mohan Naidu on
Saturday said the
report on the June 12 Air
India crash was just prelimi-
nary and urged the public and
the media o refrain from
jumping to conclusions until
the linal findings are released.

Describing the probe as
“challenging”, the Union
Minister said there are “sev-
eral technicalities” invalved,
and it would be premature to
comment on the report.

"So, let’s notl jump to any
conclusions at this stage. Let
s wail for the final report.
Thesze are technical things
and that is why we have these
investigation agencies. Once
they are clear, they are going
to submit the (inal report. At
this stage it will be very
immature for me to com-
ment on it said Naidu

“The Civil Aviation
Ministry is analysing this
report thoroughly. Let's not
jump to any conclusions.
Once the final report is oul,
only then can we drriveat a
concrete conclusion,” Naidu

told reporters on the sidelines
of an official programme in
the port ety Visakhapatnam.

The Minister heaped praise
on the AAIB, Indian pilots
and cabin crews, calling them
the ‘best’ in the world.

He also underscored that
‘justice” has to be done to the
family members of one of
India's worst air disasters.
“Tustice has to be done. 5o, 1
know it is a very difficult tine
for the family members, but
from our side, whatever best
we can do from the ministry
we are frying bo assist,” he
added.

Promising assistance to the
AAIB in submitting the final
report, Naidu noted that, “We
have to wail for something
‘concrete’ to emerge. Thisisa
preliminary report right now
and from the ministry we are
.maJ].'smg the report but 1
think it would be better il we
comment on it once the linal
reporl comes in

“We are hoping that as
soon as possihle the final
report comes in then we can
arrive al some conclosion,”
said Maidu, adding that there
are multiple other things that
also need to be looked into
before preparing the final

Alr India péane that crashed inlo 2 medical hosted in Ahmedadad

report.

The minister, said for the
first time that securing the
black box and trying to
decode it data is being done
in India in the AAIB lab in
Dethi. "Sa, 1 would like to
appreciate all the efforts they

put in to do a very transpar-
enl, very mature (and) profes-
sional way the investigation
has been done” he sald,
Maidu also highlighted that
AAIB has respected all the
international protocols while
preparing the report. Further,

he eulogised Indian pilots
and cabin erew, calling them
‘the most wonderful work-
force! “1 have to appreciate all
the efforts the pilots and crew
in this country are putling
into aviation,” he said, adding
that they are the backbone

Fm

and primary resource of civil
aviation. Minister of State
(Mo5) for Civil Aviation
Muralidhar Mohol said no
conclusions could be drawn

based on the conversation of

the pilots alone, as it was a
very brief exchange.

AIR INDIA FLIGHT Al171 CRASH TIMELINE

New Delhiz London-toand Air India
flight Al171 crashed 32 saconds
after takeoff from Ahmedabad on
June 12, after fuef supply to both
engines was cut of within a second
of each other. A preliminary repoet
found that the confused pilots wers
unabie to mestore thst in time.
Hema is a look at the sequence of
events leading to the deadly crash:
11:17 Hes IST: Air India DreamiEnar
VT-ANE lands in Ahmedabad from
MNew Dalhi, operating as fiight
A3

13:13:00 Hr=: Aircraft requests
pushback amd start up

13:13:13 Hrs: ATC approved
pushback

13;16:59 Hrs: ATC approved start
up.

13:18:38 Hr=: Aircraft departs from
Bay 34 at Ahmedabad's Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Intamational
Rirport

13:19:12 Hrs: ATC quened if the
dincraft required the full length of
the rumaay.13:25:15 Hrs: Aircralt
requests tax clearanca, which was
granted by air traffic control (ATC)
13:26:00 Hrs: Aircraft taxis to
Rusnway 2.3 via Tandway R4,
backiracked and lined up for take-
aft

13:32:03 Hrs: Aircraft transfemed
from ground to tower control
13:33:45 Hrs: Aircraft instructed o

fine op on the Runway 23
13.37.3T Hrs: ATC claars take-off
from Runway 23
13.37:3T Hrs: Takeoff rofl starts
13:38:38 Hrs: Littoff from munway
13:38:42 Hrs: Maximum speed of
‘180 knots reached

Immediately thereafter, both
Engine 1 and Engine 2 fuel cutoff
switches maove from RUN to
CUTOFF positions, one second
aparl. Engines begin to show as fual
supply is cut off.

Ram Air Turbine {RAT) deploped
during the initial climb immediately
affter Eft-off.

13:38:47 Hrs: Both Emgine N1 and
N2 drop below minimum idle
spaed The RAT's pump begins
supplying hydraulic powear.
13:38:52 Hrs: Engine N1 fusl
cutoff switch moves to RUMN from
CUTOFF

13:38:56 Hrs: Engine N2"s fual
culoff switch too rest to KUMN Both
engines refight, and Engine 1
begins to recover, Engina 2 is
unabdle to reverse deceleration
13:39:105 Hirs: One of the two pilots
isswas a distress “MAYDHAY,
PAAYDAY, MAYDAY™ call

13:39:11 Hrs: Data mcarding from
the atrcraft stops

13:44:44 Hrs: Fir tenders leave
aFport premises for nescue and

firafighting.
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Boeing, GE, Air India
failed us: Chaturvedi

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE
B Kew Delhi

hiv S¢na (UBT) leader
SF‘n}'anﬁu Chaturved: on

Saturday accused Boeing,
GE and Afr India of “failing”
and gave a clean chit to the
pilots, after the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
{AAIB) released its preliminary
report on the Ahmedabad
plane crash that killed 260
people.

"It seems clear that Boeing
{manufacturer), GE {engine)
and Tata Air India {operator)
failed us, not our pilots,
Chaturvedi said in a post on X.

Highlighting the lindings of
the report, she said: "Both
engines shut down mid-air
within seconds after takeolf —
fuel cutoll switches moved
from RUN to CUTOFF one
after another” and that “no

immediate sabotage evidence,
but a known FAA advisory on
possible fuel switch flaw exist-
ed — inspections not done by
Air India”

In another post, Chaturveds
slammed a British media house
for claiming that the “pilots cut
ofl fuel to engines, no fault of
engines” and said, "Boeing
Bacchao Corporation aka
BBC" Bharatiya Janata Party
(BIP} MP Rajiv Pratap Rudy,
himsell a commercial pilot,
said an initial report has come
and it mentions technical rea-
sons and highlights the steps
taken by the pilots according 1o
the situation.

He said the aircraft reached
the speed of 180 knots alter
taking off, which shows that it
was capable to fly initially.

Rudy also noted that both
the fuel switches were lound 1o
be on after the crash.
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‘Both fuel controlswitches cut off
before Al-171crashin Ahmedabad’

The AAIBreleasedits15-page preliminaryreportofthe probeinto thetragicAirindiaplanecrash

NIKHIL VY AS
NEWDELHI, 12 JULY

oth fuel control switches
supplying fuel to the
engines of AirIndia flight
171 were tumed off in
quick succession, shutting down
both theengines, before the plane
crashed in Ahmedabad, seconds
atter taking off, revealed a preiminary
report of the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB).

The AAIB early on Saturday
released its 15-page preliminary
report oftheprobe intothe tragic
plane crash that resulted in the
deaths of 260 individuals, induding
229passengers, 12 crew members,
and 19 people on the ground in
Ahmedabad on 12 June.

The Air India Boeing 787-8
gircraft’'s engine fuel control
switchestransitioned from "RUN"
to ‘'CUTOFF position within
three secondsafterlift-off, cutting
off fuelto the engines and leading
to the plane crashing in just 34
seconds after taking off from
Ahmedabad on 12 June, the AAIB
said inits report.

Accordingto thereport findings,
one ofthe pilots canbe heard on
the cockpitvoice recorder, asking
the other why he cut off the fuel,
towhich the other pilot responded
by saying that " he did not”.

Speaking on the report, Civil
Aviation Minister Bam Mohan
Naidu said the AAIB's report is

The Statesman

Al-171 crash probe report - Key takeaways

# According to data from the aircraft's black boxes, the Air India Boeing
TH7-8'5 engine fuel control switches transitioned from ‘RUN' to ‘CUTOFF'
position within three seconds after lift-off, cutting off fuel to the engines,
leading to the aircraft almost immediately losing thrust.

based onpreliminary findings and
oneshouldnot jump into condu-
sions till the final report is made
public. “It will be very premature
to comment on the report. The
preliminary has come in but we
have towait forsomething concrete
to come in,” he told reporters.

According to the 15-page
report, the flight lasted around
30 seconds between lift-off and
crash.

The preliminary report ruled
out sabotage. It also ruled out
bird strikes or hazardous materials

Sun, 13 July 2025
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/77748562

@ The aircraft

achieved take-off
speed at 1338 15T
and lifted off. Just

# One of the

pilots can be
heard on the
cockpit voice

recorder, asking four seconds
the other why he | later, both
cut off the fuel, engines began

to which the
ather pilot

shutting down.
An emergency

responded by “Mayday” was
saying that “he transmitted at

did not". 13:39 IST.

as contributing factors. Both
pilots were found fit to operate
the aircratt during pretlight tests
and had adequate rest period.
After the takeoff, " the aircraft
achieved the maximum recorded
airspeed of 180 Knots [AS at
about08:08:42 UTC and imme-
diately thereatter, the Engine 1
and Engine 2 fuel cutoff switches
transitioned from RUN to CUT-
OFF position one after another
with a time gap of 01 sec,” the
report said. “The Engine N1 and
N2 began to decrease from their

@ Black box data indicated that
the pilots tried to restore fuel to
the engines, moving both fuel
control switches back tothe
“RUN" position, approximately
10 seconds after the initial
cutoff. Engine 1 responded and
its core speed began to recover,
with thrust levels rising. Engine
2 also relit, but failed to regain
core speed despite multiple fuel
injections.

take-off values as the fuel supply |

to the engines was cut off.”
The reportfurtherstated that
in the cockpit voice recording,

one of the pilots is heard asking
the ather whydid he cutoft. “The

other pilot responded that he

did not do so0,” it added.

The pilots app arently attempt-
edtorestorefuel to the engines,
butaccording to the report, while
Engine | showed signs ofrestart-
ing, but Engine 2 failed to regain
core speed despite multiple fuel
injections.

Pilots’ association
insists on fair
probe into Al
plane crash

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 JULY

| Raising objections to a preliminary

report released by the Aircrafi
Accident Investigation Bureau
{AAIB) regarding the tragic Air
India plane crash on 12 June in
Ahmedabad, the Airline Pilots’
Associationoflndia on Saturday
said the tone and direction of

. the probe into the plane crash

suggest “a bias toward pilot
error”. Reacting to the report,

| thepilots"associationinamedia

statemnent said: “The tone and
direction of the investigation
suggesta bias towardpiloterror,
Wecategorically reject this pre-
sumption and insist on a fair,
fact-based inguiry.”

Claimingalackof mansparency
intheinvestigation, the association
expressed reservations over the
release of the preliminary report
into the tragic crash of Air India
flight AI171 to the media, and
said thatit was "leaked" without
any official signature.

It also flagged the issue of
experienced personnel, especially
line pilots, not being included
in the investigation team.

&
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AI171 prelim report: ‘Fuel to
engines cut off in 3 seconds’
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Prelim Probe Report Raises More Questions
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Pilots concerned
about transparency
& intent of report
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Emotional effect real,
support available for
vou, Al tells its pilots
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2018 report flagged fuel switch concern, but said it wasn't ‘unsafe’

Manju¥Etimesofindiacom

Mumbai: The preliminary
report of Alreraft Accident
Investigation Buresu (AAIB)
into the June 12 Alr India
flight 1M crashin Ahmedabad
refiers to a serviceability bul-
letin on the Boeing T87's fucl
control switch which indi-
chtes a potential eguipment
malfunction, but deemed i
was not an unsafe condition.
The AAIB report men-
tionied that the fuel switches
of engine one and two of the
Boeing 7878 Dreamiiner alr
craft were cut off within a
gap of one second and Iater
e on before the erash

Capt Sam Thomas. presi
dentof Airline Pllots’ Associ-
ation of Indin, said: "The
AAIB report refers o a ser
viceability bulletin concern:
ing the fuel control switch
gates, which indicates a po-
tential equipment malfunc-
tion. The tone and direction
of the investigation sugpesta
bias toward pilot error ALPA
catezorically rejects this pre-
sumpiion amd insisis on a
fair, fact-based inguiry™

What is the possible tech
nical issue? The AAIB report
reders to the ‘Special Alrwar
thiness [nformation Budletin
(SAIR} No. NMI8-5Y issusd
by thee LS regulator: the Feder.

al Aviation Adminisiration
{FAA), in Dec 2008 The bulle-
lin is about the potential dis
engagement of the el con
trol switch locking feature

The bulletin was issued after
['l.‘i.h.lI'L‘r came in EI.":JIII L]
ators of Boeing 737= that the
fued control swiiches wene in-
stalled with the locking fea-

ure disengaped. The said el
comtrol switch design, includ-
ingthe locking feature, issimi
laron various Boeing alrplane
models, including the R787

The 2018 bulletin was issued after reports came
in from operators of Boeing 737s that the fuel
control switches were installed with the locking
feature disengaged. The said fuel control
switch design — including the locking feature —
is similar on various Boeing airplane models,
including the B787, the aircraft that crashed

the alreraf that crashod

The FAA recommended
“Inspect the locking feature
of the fuel contral swiich (o
ensure itsengagement, While

the airplane i=on the ground,
check whether the fuel con-
trol switch can be moved be
rween the two positions with
outliftinguptheswitch, If the
switch can be moved without
hfting it up, the locking fea-
ture has been dizengaped and
the switch should be replaced
at the earblest opportundty™
The AAIB reporl sald:
“The alrworthiness concern
was not considered an unsafe
conditbon that would warrant
an airworthiness directive
(ADY by FAA. As por Informa
tion from Alr India, the sug
pesterl inspections were not
carried out as the SAIB was
advisory and not mandatory”
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No gore, horror or steamy scenes:

How do you pick your
in-fligyht |1|:oviey?

Prigr
Hikiarika Lat Asd 'l il e int of on don't just e best as
3 U BT WP eSS choose a movie it has our
couple of momihs bt thee eacap ng yoisr T
Phaillip Meven, d.,m truin e mr:;mu::nm sy fnryou!ulf undivided
f Tith). Prosaf” Fice, Sali.  sirting thousanss uf feet above Yo out. @ It af Fliers are concemed attention’
il T Gl Ama i n, wWis o thee presml, for ey boarrs st about thasir Fellaw posiaigens” judgrmenits tha
2 lemg-hanlfiaght o Gon with awirvieh, And clising " , "Thars hbu"‘: ooy e
his emsgr daugthier Whils Y wihat tomnieh oo flighd filims you can wetteh oinee, bt thay ﬁwm‘ﬂ, o4
s crtially i - The rriterian 15 oddly e ot fikms you con watck in o confned 'uﬂ'ﬂah
scvluimed Fims were Tz | specific. Hormr? Tog e kot 505,
o fhe e Fighd mmch screanzing |.:r|1
Lty T R T It lmate suenes” et e
danyhter igrumed them and Ernmandinie: dkippéng ﬁm.“ i
‘hinged un Fost & P “She Higack mavies? Hig ne mum:u“nd]y
wrtthiel the rive Fost de Puris We mpeak in several ol
savims on the Night.” Nepes lingted.  Irepozert e i oy ‘
“Mty films wern right there on the stindoiytans] b they decide honi MM
scrven, burl shechose Sisr & Foraue what b wasch on o phane :‘m . m""'e
becanise the s st fers away ™ Anid ves s 0 big docision. - w""’" Ho
mﬂ:ﬁm
| discovered new shows through "-Jmmmm
screen snooping on flights’ ;f:"m‘g‘:“"
S ahooging poeys o - moiy wesen soy ey’ ve Foumd Bt bt 16 da
o Blvpaies b ROTicig Whot ot re watching Alejoreko shan s1cwe at that
(iate: 205 swsars by . s like the modem version of reading viny screen - or npa”
the trthe of the book the person niest to you is reoding” he Heinder Simgh,
30y, “In pirpont lounges and fights | kept seeng senous, P
siver-zirerd business cien Tier wotching a shaw with 0 ek e
Lerry Denvid doing bisere things. i hoppened ovorsa few aul thghts as o
manths. | was singued and | to catch up
finay crocked & - Curs our ey hedipideri
nifwecim:’ rhisices mmaed
Mheghng Chasdha, o wewer n ahm

i et A, cxefels, A coiple of
MO Dok, | W on a ehen

ik Viddushi ewen
measure fights in
owie vty “Tor me,
I is are e
kit & g 1wk which mgmrm
episcds they wore oeL | remorsber thinking, ‘these are my o misttiple rops”
lnnd of poopie.™ she laughs. Wipa, o froquent flier. confeoses = =03, ! i
o dowg a bit of screen snooping. He recently 3ot diogonally koo, bt ordy
seris froe pomecess wartehing bholtny with English stitles W1 Firishy thes s
Wit g e b rcy” Pl By, DUt § st coiin't ook Dafoes landing
away. | reai ol the suttithes, heard the Hind) dialoguss in my [ ——
head, and | wes ergoying o lot” T ———
ciffhanger”




_ AN

e fAa=ga wfdsyo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

TRIBUNE DELHI 13 JULY 2025

Will fully cooperate with
accident burea 0 Air ]I](]h

NEWDELHL Ju L'r:_

_._.'L Ay Jul ]| o
Buresu (AATH)  Esxemling

'\1'i.!I|J||I'. o thie :|!EE-1 <l the
airfine retemted |

nent o |."'..l.l;.u.'.'L|'.=.t1.'.! ’u_'l._ airline =i |J 1"\“



	IE DL 13JULY2025.JPG
	TOI-BAN-12 JUL.JPG
	ET DL 13JULY2025A.JPG
	HT-MUM-12 JUL.JPG
	HT-PAT-12 JUL.JPG
	NVT DL 13JUL2025.JPG
	PIO DL 13JUL2025.JPG
	PIO-LUC-12 JUL.JPG
	PK DL 13JUL2025.JPG
	AA DL 13JULY2025.JPG
	AT-GUA-12 JUL.JPG
	AU DL 13JUL2025.JPG
	AU DL 13JUL2025A.JPG
	AU DL 13JUL2025B.JPG
	AU DL 13JUL2025C.jpg
	AU DL 13JUL2025D.jpg
	AU DL 13JUL2025E.JPG
	BL DL 13JULY2025.JPG
	BL DL 13JULY2025A.JPG
	BL DL 13JULY2025B.JPG
	BL DL 13JULY2025C.JPG
	BL DL 13JULY2025D.JPG
	DB DL 13JUL2025.jpg
	DBU DL 13JUL2025.JPG
	DH-BAN-12 JUL.jpg
	DJ DL 13JUL2025.jpg
	DJ DL 13JUL2025A.jpg
	DJ DL 13JUL2025B.jpg
	DJ DL 13JUL2025C.jpg
	DJ DL 13JUL2025D.jpg
	DJ DL 13JUL2025E.JPG
	DJ DL 13JUL2025F.JPG
	DJ RS 13JUL2025.JPG
	DJ RS 13JUL2025A.jpg
	DJ-KAN-12 JUL.JPG
	DJ-KAN-12 JUL-A.JPG
	ET DL 13JULY2025.jpg
	ET DL 13JULY2025A.JPG
	ET DL 13JULY2025B.JPG
	FE DL 13JULY2025.jpg
	FE DL 13JULY2025A.jpg
	FPJ-MUM-12 JUL.JPG
	HINDU DL 13JULY2025.jpg
	HINDU DL 13JULY2025A.JPG
	HINDU DL 13JULY2025B.jpg
	HT DL 13JULY2025.jpg
	HT DL 13JULY2025A.jpg
	HT DL 13JULY2025B.jpg
	HT DL 13JULY2025C.jpg
	HT DL 13JULY2025D.jpg
	HT-MUM-12 JUL  A.jpg
	HT-MUM-12 JUL.JPG
	HU-CH-12 JUL.jpg
	IE DL 13JULY2025.jpg
	IE DL 13JULY2025A.jpg
	IE DL 13JULY2025N.jpg
	MP-KOL-12 JUL-A.JPG
	MS DL 13JULY2025.jpg
	MS DL 13JULY2025A.JPG
	NBT DL 13JUL2025.jpg
	NBT DL 13JUL2025A.jpg
	NVT DL 13JUL2025.JPG
	PIO DL 13JULY2025.JPG
	PIO DL 13JULY2025A.JPG
	PIO DL 13JULY2025B.JPG
	PK DL 13JUL2025.jpg
	PK DL 13JUL2025A.JPG
	RS DL 13JUL2025.jpg
	RS DL 13JUL2025A.JPG
	ST DL 13JULY2025.jpg
	TOI DL 13JULY2025.jpg
	TOI DL 13JULY2025A.jpg
	TOI DL 13JULY2025B.jpg
	TOI DL 13JULY2025C.jpg
	TOI DL 13JULY2025D.JPG
	TOI DL 13JULY2025E.jpg
	TOI-AHM-12 JUL.JPG
	TRI DL 13JULY2025.JPG

