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Parandur airport project
‘crucial for Tamil Nadu’s
SL.5 trillion economy goal’
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(From left) | Krishnan, Partner, 5 Matesa kyer Logistics LLP;

K Girish Pandian, President, Industrial Estate Manufacturers
Association, Guindy; Vijay Gopalan, former CFO, AlrAsia; and
K Phanindra Reddy, LAS (retd), at a panel discussion sweyceom
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Tamil ¥adu’s goal of becom-
ing o $1.5-trillion economy
bv 2036 could fice a sethack
if the proposed  greenfield
irport  at Parendur s
deluved, industry leaders and
former buresucrats said here
At o panel discussion on
“The Need for & Second Air-
rt at Parenduor’, organised
v community platform Su-
per Chennai on Friday, parti-
cipants argued that the pro-
ject is no longer merely an
aviztion imitiatrve bot a stra-
tcﬁir cconomic enabler that
will determine Tamil Nadu's
ability to attract invest-
ments, global copability
Crntres, :E::h'nncl:l:l mantfie-
turing, high-valne exparts
a.ul:{mfntl:rﬁg:l_ﬁnna] business
aver the coming decades.

CAPACITY AT LIMITS
K Phanindra Reddy, 2 former
IAS officer, said infrastruc-
ture planning should begin
well before facilities reach
saturation.
Henoted that Chennai air-
port’s expanded capacity is
ed to be exhausted by
2028, making the case for &
second mirport increasingly
urgent. J Krishnan, Parmer,
§ Natesa Iyer Logistics LLP,
said, “Air cargo accounts for

only sbout 3 per cent of
global trade by volume but
nearly 35 cent by value.
As Tamil Mado focuses on
semiconductors, electronics
and technology sectors, air
cargo will become increas-
ingly important,” he said.

Vijay Gopalan, Chicf Fin-
ancizl Officer of Entellus In-
dustries Lid and former Air-
Asia Indic exccutive, said
Chennai was once India's
third-largest airport and was
viewed as 8 potential owi-
ation hub for Southeast Asia,

“When AirAsis Indis was
lsunched in 2013, Chennai
was our preferred base be-
canse of its market potential.
Unfortunately, opportunit-
ics were lost while compet-
ing citics moved ahead with

rt chausiru'n and
Erl]rl?':-.cl‘ﬁsaﬁ-un, he said.
IT BOOM
“We lost opportunities dur-
ing the IT boom despite
starting early, We cannot af-
ford to lose the next wave in-
volving Al electronics and
knowledge industries. Con-
nectivity 15 a key factor for
imestors  and  decision-
makers.™ he added.

VK Girish Pandian, Pres-
ident of the Industrial Estate
Munufacturers Association,
noted that many multine-
tional exeoutives  prefer
Bengiluru due to its superior
aviation infrastructure.
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Noida International Airport to
handle 40 daily flights by July

TAKING OFF. IndiGo, Akasa Air are launching operations next week; Air India yet to announce plans

|

Rohit Vaid
Aneesh Phadnis
Hew DelhiSumbal

Noida International Airport
(NIA), which begins com-
mercial  operations  from
Monday, will see 4042 daily
flight= in the first two
months, its senior manage-
ment told busmessline in an
interaction.

While cargo operations
too will start from day one,
international fights are ex-
pected to start later this year
with foreign carriers evin-
cing interest to start s-:n'i.l.'n:'.i
to the greenfield ai

“In June, we wi h.a'l.rc 12
daily flights, and in July as
more destinations get added,
we would have around 4042

flights per day,” szid Nitu

Samra, the airport’s Chief

Executive Officer.

IndiGo and Akasa Air are
launching operations from
Noida airport next week but

In June, we will

have 12 daily flights,
and in July, as more
destinations get
added, we would have
around 40-42 flights
per day

NITU SAMRA

Chielf Execwtive Officer, NiA

Air India is yet to announce
its plans.

“We remain in contsct and
in discussion with other do-
mestic and international car-

riers,” said  Christoph
Schnellmann, Exccutive
Vice-Chairman of the air-
port's board.

Moide airport, situated at
Jewar, will provide better air
connectivity for residents
and businesses o western
Uttar Pradesh. The first

phase, consisting of a single

runway and passenger ter-
minal, has been developed at
costof T11, 200 crore.

Last month, the Airport
Economic ptory An-
thority allowed the Noida
girport to collect T490 as
user development fee (UDEF)
from domestic departing

SEMEEETS.

Asked if high UDF would
deter passengers from flying
from MNoida, Samra said the
fee is not that high consider-
ing it is an greenficld airport.

“Passengers now have an op-
ton to travel from ather of
the airports (Noida or
Dielhi), depending on where
they are and depending upon
the time of the day. Theywill
make a choice,” she said.

The airport estimates it
will handle five million pas-
sengers in the first full year
af n‘pcrarl.uns and is not re-
vising its projections des
an:rgm aEI'JaI:J:bun turbine Eu.'l.
prices that has led airlines to
cancel flights.

TRAFFIC OUTLOOK

“We are indeed ina situation
where the industry is facing
heedwinds in India as well as
globally. And cur takeaway is
that it makes traffic outlook
and the traffic forecast in the
short term just much more
difficult to predict,” Schnell-
mann said.

“I am convinoed we are go-
ing to be able to provide pas-
501 rience that sort
ufﬂﬁrr?: the technology

and operational efficiency
that our parent company
{(Furich airport) s known
for,” Schnellmann said.

“Let’s say the materials
that have been put to use in
the terminal, architec-
tural elements that we have
used the artwork, the oma-
mentation, the food and
beverage offering again very
much  something that's
hopefolly unique and very
much at home in western Ut-
tar Pradesh,” he said.

Novi Mumbai airport
began  operations last
December.  Asked  about
Noada airport’s  learning
from the launch, Schnell-
mann said team at Navi
Mumbai had worked hard for
months  to successfully
lsunch the operation.

“Similarly, we have been
working on operational read-
incss and testing and hope-
fully we will start success-
fully on Monday,” he

remarked
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Surface connectivity adequate: Noida airport V-C

4 THE YAMUNA EXPRESSWAY

WILL BE THE MAIN CONDUIT
FROM THE AIRPORT UNTIL RAIL
CONNECTIVITY IS ESTABLISHED ¥

Christoph Schnallmann

Wien Chaseman, Moida intermational Almport

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Crelhd, 12 june

The surface connectivity between the
Noida Intzrnational Alrport (NTA) and
surrounding cities and towns was
alreacly adequate for the expected pas-
senger traffic dght now, and additional
roads aswell as rail services would be
added asand when the traffic would
increase, said its Vice Chairman Chris-
toph Schnellmann on Priday,

A fowweeks back, IndiGo airine had
informed the Alrpors Economic Regula-
tory Authority (AERA) that while the
Dethi airport benefits from extensive
connectivity through the Metro network,
Puses and highways, similar supporting
surface transport infrastructure is not yet
avallable for the MLA. This coubd result in
passengers incurrng higher commuiting
costs to reach the ainpor, in addition to
potentially higher airfares siemming

from high airport tariffs, it added.

Inaninterview with Business Star-
dred on Friday, Schnellmann said: 1
think the airport is very, very well con-
nected and divectly adjacent tothe
Yamuna Expressway. And clearly the
expressway will be the main conduit
from theairport until rail connectivity is
established. But we've been very deliber-
ate aboul helping to ensure that theresa
guick and easy way 1o reach the airport
for every budger”

The NLA will start handling flights
from Monday onwards, becoming the
second major commercial airport in the
Mational Capital Region (NCR) o
address the rising passenger demand.

Sehmnellmann said the airport has
worked Lo ensure passengers have
mltiple transport options, including
state-run huses, app-hased taxis, pre-
mitm tasi and coach services, Connect-
Ing leey locations n the NCR and Agra.

“Ithink the connectivity is more than
adequate for the number of passengers
that we expect,” he said.

Atthe same time, he admitted tha
additional infrastructure would be
required as the airport grows. NIA has
presented amaster plan for handling up
to 70 millinn passenpgers annually, which
would eventually require rail-based con-
nectivity such as the Regional Rapid
Transit System (RRTS) and other mass
transit lnks.

Asleed about the timeline for the pro-
posed RRTS connection, Schnellmann
said substantial progress should be vis-
ible over the next three to four vears, but
added that the project was unlikely o be
aperational within that period.

Theairport operator —which isa
subsidiary of Zurich Adrport Interna-
tional — was maintaining the passenger
traffic projections submitted to AERA
carlier this year, although itacknowl]-

edged that recent West Asia conflict
have made forecasting more difficulr.

Referring to passenger traffic
expected during the airport's first finan-
cial yearof operations, Chiel Executive
Officer of NIA Nitu Samra said, “We
expect tobe in the range of, let's say, five,
five and a half million.”

Schnellmann sald the ongoing West
Asiacontlict has increased uncenainty
for the aviation sector, “Clearly looking
forward or making these types of (trathic)
predictions has become more challeng-
ing at the moment,” he said.

Despite the uncertainty, airport
executives said they do not expect any
impact on the airport’s credit profile or
lomg-term expansion plans.

Samra said lenders and rating
agenciescontinue to remain positive
because of the airport’s long-term
growth potential and the strength of its
catchment area, which spans western
Uttar Pradesh, Nodda, Greater Noida,
Delhi and adjoining NCR cities.

Expansion work will continue even
after flight operationsbegin, Schinell

mann sald the airport Is already pur-
suing a project to add nine additional
aircraft parking stands. Construction
activity is also continuing in the interna-
tional section of the passenger terminal
ahead of the planned launch of interna-
tional operations later thisvear,

He said the airport has been engaging
with the Ministey of Clvil Aviationon
bilateral traffic rights issue. However,
Schnellmann clarified that the airport
has not sought separate “point-of-call
status” from Delhi.

Bilateral air-service agreements
determine how many airines from twao
countries can operate and the cities they
can serve ineach other's markets. Since
these agreements typically designate
Drelhi city as a point-of-call rather thana
specific airport, the government will
need todecide how foreign carriers can
utilise their Dethi traffic rizhts between
the Delhi airport and the N1A, and
whether a separate allocation imechan-

Muore on business-standard.com
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Prestige group toinvest Rs 1,800 crorein Airport City

BENGALURU, DHNS:

Prestige Group and Bengaluru
Airport City Limited (BACL)
on Thursday unveiled plans
fora 1.5 million sqft mixed use
development within the Ben-
galuru Airport City precinets.

The development, planned
on a 14.2-acre parcel near
Kempegowda International
Airport, will entail investment
ofaround Rs 1,800 crore. The
project is expected to become
operational by 2031, Con-
struction is set to commence
by early 2027.

Anchored by a convention
and exhibition centre, the
mixed use development will
include luxury hotels, office
space, retail and food outlets,

as well as a performing arts
space, witha proposed seating
capacity of 2,500.

Designed by global archi-
tecture firm Kohn Pedersen
Fox (KPF), the development
is set to draw inspiration from
Bengaluru’s dual identity asa
garden city and a centre for
technology and innovation,

Sustainability consider-
ations have been integrated
into the design through alarge
architectural canopy that will
support solar power gener-
ation, rainwater harvesting
and noise mitigation, the KPF
team said. The canopy is also
intended to improve thermal
comfortacrossoutdoor public
spaces.

The hospitality component

isexpected to feature the Mar-
riott Marquis and St Regis
brands, subject to approvals,
shared Irfan Razack, chair-
man and managing director
of Prestige Group.

“It would have been won-
derful to do even residential
as a mixed-use, But the con-
cession agreement of the air-
port authority doesn't allow it
and also becauseit’s onleased
land. So, any residential de-
velopment that is happening
should be outside this. Pres-
tige has done a lot of residen-
tial work in the northern part
of the city. It's a continuous
process,” he said.

The project forms part of
the larger Airport City initia-
tive being developed by BACL

on land adjoining the airport.

About 110 acres out of the
450-acre Airport City haveal-
ready been developed or are
under development, said Hari
Marar, managing directorand
CEO of Bangalore Interna-
tional Airport Limited (BIAL).

Conceived as a economic
hub, the Airport City is ex-
pected to house commercial
offices, entertainment venues,
healthcare facilities and edu-
cational institutions, among
other projects.

Marar said the airport eco-
system has the potential to
accommodate 15-18 million
square feet of office space
and between 4,500 and
5,200 hotel rooms over the
long term.



qreara fAEamn

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI L2 JLUNE: 2085

| INTERVIEW | NOIDA AIRPORT CEO NITU SAMRA AND VICE-CHAIRMAN CHRISTOPH SCHNELLMANN

Int’l services to start by year-end’

HEW DELME: Pamscresers will be
atre to bocrd Mights from Nokds
Irecrrasosnal Adrpusrt (NIA) froen
June 15 marking the lasnch of
codmmeercial operathons at the
grecidicld airpore. Asrpoay chief
curcutive alfices Nl Sanira
andl vice-chaimun Christaph
Schoellmann spoke 10 Neha
LM Tripathd sbout the Launch,
conmetivity plans, aarline inter-
st and the alrpor’s loag terin
prowth sirstegy. Edined cxperpes

Con you speak aboul access
1o thie pirport, since that’s
one of the most important
factors for people when
bk img Mights?

Sarmra Fust fwo days before
this exciting day. let me bl you
absirat conmeciiviey. The alrport
s strategioally located and well
o] thiosph ihe Yaimins
Expressvesy, Holfers sgnal-fnee
cormectiviey and con be rescivd
in around 25 minutes from
Grenter Noida and 45 minutes
froem Nodda 1 ks als well cone
nictod to Gunegram. Faridabod
and oghicr cigkes

W havve omwenod tha differ-
e mocies of tramsport ane avail-
able o sl dilferent udges and
roquinernends. These rnge from
adi piot Lands nied apg-lased cab
seTvices o bus serviocs. Buses

NIAL CED Xt Sasira vice chabrisn Chrisioph Schrellpann. «1

will be mvadlsble from &iferomt

cifhes e seatis, (oncloalingg Hary-
ana el Uiar Pradesh,

Can you tell us about your
plans (or [mernational
operations? When can fy-
ers expect then, amnd what
kimd of footfall are vou
expecting?

Sanra We cxpiect mdesva-
okl aparaghons o bogsin by the
evad af the year. On June 15, we
il sy with a fow dostimations
and aroumnd six Nights o day
From July onwards, this will be
ramped up to mane than 20 des
Ureathons, As o etk stalu-
lise, more destinarions will be
ke throoghy the yoar, bitormm
ool Bt Ex¥] Bwr onnr fhrsa faeancial
year, we expect traffic to be in
e radee of A5 to 5 il ion pas-
MCIETTS A opeTations cagund

we expert further growth mnd
w1 cumvtino o parow ol wadases

Apart from the airfines
Ihat Teave oo need seryi-
ofs, Are you 0 ks with
others interested in oper-
ating from Nowla?

Samrn Yes we e b d bous-
sions with several airfines
i sl adart oo firse
fotbowrd by Alass on June 16
We are whso in talks with Adr
Indis and Alr Indla Express
wiilch we cxpect willl bogin sor
vioes sometime son,

You are starthag operations
at & tioe when the domes-
ticaviation industry is (nc-
Ing headwinds Do you
ihimk this conld affect the
growith projections lor the
firsa plase?

1 ¥ e inecredibly
conlldent aboat the growth
prospects for aviation in India,
During the developmont of this
abrpon. we havigated several
T desrapions, saning with
thie Carivhid - B9 pramdeinide. We s
olr eraffic rebound renuaricably
quickly after that W then wit
mevsed the war in Ulkeaine, and
morw the Wield Asia orids, widch
b signifbcanthy dissupbed avia-
tion globally, Clearky, the West
Asla crisds makes things imore
chalicnging. Wy havy seon albr-
lema=s reduce copacity and lower
tralfic fans. . 1 ks dilf
cull 1o predict the fong-term
impacy . Bat we rensain conly-
denk in the reslbienoe of the avia-
tioo sndustry in Endia Deniand
for alr travdd ool sirong.
and our lomg-term growth outs
I i Dy e iy e e
aviation sodlor  remalns
unchangal

Do advantage this alrpor
was expecied (o offer was
kwer fares. Critics say that
mdvantiage ks been los
begsuse of higher airpon
charges. What then is the
alrpare's USP?

Christophe | don’t thimk vha
5 o correct assesament.. We
aundorstand the importance of

kerping conis competitive and
hwve beovns delibserate froin day
o0 |n designing infraseructune
and processes thof enable quick,
casy and costeflichont opera-
Licens o peecrs. Wie s now That
tarifls that have been deter-
mimed as part of the regulatary
tardfT dhetermebiaEion e are
absalsely comspetiinee, on par
with other greenfiedd and
braamificld progects aciodss the
compery, | am coveadn that tholects
will b abrsoln ety competitive.

Do vous see Delhi nlrport ax
COxEn fon ¥

Christoph: | think the word
“option” i important. With the
opeming of Nodda International
Adrponrt, erovelbers 0o and Ivoim
Defhi-NCR and wesiern Uit
Pradesh oow have a second
opusown. We are eucited to provide
additlonal connectvity and
grester choloe for passengers

What kimid of international
destinailons can passen:
gors expect from Nodda®?

Sanra lincimalsonsl servions
will bt e the ol af thee
vinr. We have reoctved iikerost
Troen scvvral sdrkmnes for destina-
thons in southeas Asa, the UAE
aid A several other inlern-
tomal ivarkets
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Airport guard dragged by cab, critical

Megha Sood

megha.sood @htlive.com

MUMBAI: A 35-year-old security
guard employed with a private
agency is battling for his life
after being hit and dragged by a
speeding cab near Mumbai air-
port on Tuesday night.
According to the police, the
injured guard, Ganesh Pawar,
was on duty near Gate No. 7 of
the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA)

when the incident occurred. His
colleague, security in-charge
Himanshu Swami, suffered
head injuries while trying to
help Pawar.

Police said the cab driver,
Vinod Singh, was detained
shortly after the incident, alleg-
edly while attempting to flee.

Investigators said that Singh
was allegedly trying to evade a
penalty for violating airport
parking rules and for picking up
a passenger from the departure

area, which is prohibited.
According to Swami's com-
plaint, the incident occurred
around 8pm when Singh
arrived at the airport departure

gate in his cab after dropping off

a passenger. Security personnel
noticed a disturbance involving
the vehicle and attempted to
stop it for inspection.

Pawar approached the cab
and signalled the driver to halt.
Instead, the vehicle allegedly
accelerated, knocking him

down. Pawar became trapped
beneath the cab and was
dragged for some distance as
the driver continued moving.

On seeing his colleague
trapped under the vehicle,
Swami rushed to help and
attempted to pull Pawar to
safety. In the process, he too
sustained injuries.

Both men were taken to hos-
pital, where Pawar remains in
critical condition. Singh has
been booked.
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China pips Adani to
Kenya airport deal

OLUR BUREAL

Calcutta: Kenya picked a
Chinese firm for a $2.9-billion
upgrade of its biggest airport,
sources said, two years after
a concession deal with Adani
Group was cancelled, accord-
ing to a Bloomberg report.

The East African nation
awarded China Communica-
tions Construction Co. (CCCC)
an engineering, procurement
and construction contract to
update and expand the Jomo
Eenyatia International Alr-
port, the sources said.

The deal cements Chinese
companies’ grip on major in-
frastructure projects in Kenya,
where CCCC’s portfolio al-
ready includes a new railway, a

60,000-seat stadium, a toll road
and a convention centre

The airport project will be
partly funded by the proceeds
of privatisation invested in
a newly-formed National In-
frastructure Fund. Construe-
tion work is expected to begin
this month, the sources said
Kenya will also finance the
project through commercial
loans backed by securitis-
ing an alr-passenger service
charge.

An unsolicited $2.6-billion
bid by Gautam Adani to op-
erate the Nairobi airport for
three decades sparked pro-
tests and an aviation workers’
strike in 2024, forcing Kenyan
President William Ruto’s gov-
ernment to cancel the deal
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Gold worth z60 lakh seized

Was Shaped Into
Small Hooks To
Avoid Detection

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: In the form of
paste concealed in underwe-
ar, as suitcase rivets or as cap-
sules concealed in the mouth
and rectum, smugglers have
tried their ingenuity to sneak
in gold through the Ahmed-
abad airport. On Thursday,
customs officers at the Sardar
Vallabhbhai  International
Airport foiled yet another
such attempt after discove-
ring 600g of gold shaped into
tiny hooks in a passenger’s
luggage, The gold was valued
at Rs 60 lakh, officers said, ad-
ding that the passenger has
been apprehended.
According to customs offi-

'-'v,.,ﬂﬂﬁ‘ 3

Officers sald the huoks sourced from Gulf countries, could have been
part of gold chains or were to be used for such jewellery

cers, the native of Veraval ar-
rivedat theairport from Shar-
jah. Based on passenger profi-
ling, he was intercepted while
trying to exit from the Green
Channel for those who have
nothing to declare to customs
officers. “Detailed examina-
tion showed gold chain hooks
of 18K (750 purity) and 14K
(585 purity), weighing a total
of 600.240g concealed inside

two trolley bags, The combi-
ned market value of the sei-
zed gold hooks has been asses-
sed at Rs60.2 lakh," according
toa pressrelease from the cus-
toms department.

Sources said the hooks we-
re found packed in four diffe-
rent polythene bags. “Itis pos-
sible that they may be part of
gold chains or were to be used
with gold chains, and sourced

from Gulf countries. The pas-
senger is being questioned on
this unusual find. The gold
has been seized under Cus-
toms Act, 1962, and the pas-
senger has been placed under
arrest,” the sources said.

There have been several
cases where smugglers have
tried to hoodwink customs of-
ficers.

In Febthis year, aman had
layered his underwear with
gold in an attempt to walk out
undetected with the consign-
ment worth Rs 44.3 lakh, A
month earlier, officers sear-
ched a passenger arriving
from Bangkok and found four
small capsules wrapped with
black tape. The man had con-
cealed these capsules, weig-
hing 108g in total, in his mo-
uth. Gold weighing 553g and
worth over Rs83.31akh was fo-
und concealed inside a wo-
man's rectum.
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‘Beauty queen’ caught at airport
smuggling drugs worth ?IL8 crore

She Says Person Who Befriended Her During Bangkok Trip Gave Bag

Ahmed.Ali@timesofindia.com Advocate Prabhakar Tri-

pathi, appearing for Sunny

dia. Sunny was intercepted at
around 4 am Thursday at the

trolley bag. Officials said the
packets contained green-colo-

Mumbai: A 29-vear-old wo-
man, a relationship manager
with a private bank and run-
ner-up in a beauty contest last
yvear, was arrested on Thurs-
day morning by the customs
authorities  for smuggling
11.824 kg of hydroponic weed
worth Rs 11.82 crore into India
from Banghkok.

The woman, Harsha Sun-
ny, in her defence told customs
a person who befriended her
during the trip allegedly gai-
ned her confidence and persu-
aded her to carry a bag to In-

airport on her arrival from
Bangkok. Officials, based on
passenger profiling, suspected
that she could be carrving
contraband items.
According to sour-
ces, her personal se-
arch was conducted be-
fore a gazetted officer
under the provisions of
the NDPS Act, but no B
contraband was found on her
person. But during examina-
tion of her baggage. officers
recovered 12 vacuum-sealed
packets concealed inside a

ured flowering and fruiting
tops of the cannabis plant, su-
spected to be hydroponic weed
(ganja). The substance tested
3 positive using the
NDPS field testing kit.
Customs  officials
stated the seized hydro-
ponic weed had an esti-
mated illicit market va-
lue of Rs 1182 crore.
Harsha Sunny was arrested
under provisions of the NDPS
Act and was produced before
the NDPS court, which reman-
ded her to judicial custody.

claimed she was unaware of
the bag’s contents. “This appe-
ars a classic case of an unsu-
specting traveller exploited by
organised traffickers. The wo-
man had visited Bangkok for
tourism and to explore profes-
sional opportunities in the na-
il-art and modelling sectors, A
person who befriended her du-
ring the trip allegedly gained
her confidence and persuaded
herto carry a bag to India. Our
client’s consistent case is she
had no knowledge of any ille-
gal contents,” Tripathi said.
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Omarmeets Rajnath, Naidu over
proposed Srinagar airport closure

Our CORRESPONDENT

SHINAGAR, [UNE 12
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
has mised concems over the
proposed dosure of Snnagar
Intemational  Airport  from
October 1to 16, 2026, schedulbed
under Phase ITT of the runway
resurfacing project, dunng sep-
arate meetings with Union
Defence DMinister Rajnath
Singhand Union Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarmapu Hammo-
han Naidu in New Delhi.

An official spokesperson
said the Chief Minister high-
liphted the mmportance of
uninterrupted air connectivi-
ty to Jummu and Kashmir,
particularly during the peak
autumn  tourism  season
when the Valley attracts a
large number of visitors from
arross the country,

While acknowledging that
the resurfacing work 1s essen-
tual for operational safety and
respecting the assessment of
the Indian Air Force, Omar

expressed concern over the
timing of the final phase,
which coincides with one of
the busiest periods for the
{otirism sector,

Officinls said the Chief Min-
imter mformed the Union
Ministers that air services to
the Valley had already been
affected since April due to
earlierphases of the resurtac-
ing programme, A com plete
siuspension of flights in the
first half of October, he said,
would adversely impact
tourism, hospitality, trans-
port, handicrafts and other
sectors that support thou-
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Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah meets Union
Minister for Civil Aviation Kinjarapu Rammohan Maidu. /i

sands of ivelthoods,

Highhphting the wider eco-
nomic implications, Omar
said the closure could lead to
travel disruptions and cancel-
Intions, causing noonven-
enceto residents and visitors
while affecting business
activity during a oudal
LOUriSIm Seas0n.

During his meeting with
the Defence Minister, he
mequested that the Indian Air
Foree explore the possibility
of shortening or phasing the
final stape of the project with-
aut compromising safety or
operatinnal requirements.

He also proposed that if a
complete closure becomes
unavoidable, hmited vl
flight operations may be
allowed from the Awantipom
Air Base to ensure essential
oommectivity

Recalling his earlier tentime
a8 Chief Minister, Omar not-
ed that civil flights had sue-
cessfully  operated from
Awantipora during rumway

resurfacing works in Septem-
ber 2010 under a coordinated
arrangement involving the
Mimstries of Defence and
Civil Aviation,

“Wee are working on possible
alternatives to minimise dis-
rption and maintain a basic
flight schedule, as was done
dunng similar dirport dosures
in 1998 and 2010, he said,

During his meeting with
the Civil Aviation Minister,
Omar sought intervention to
farilitate discussions with the
Defence Ministry on review-
ing the timing of Phase [T,
induding the possibility of
shortening, phasing or shift-
ing the closure to a leaner
travel period without com-
promising safety,

The Chief Minister stressed
that any alternatve arrange-
ment wotld require exten-
sive interapency coording
tion and advanee planning,
and therefore needed to be
mitiated well before the
seheduled dosure pertod.
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Family members of the AT crew, wha died in the
air crash. pay tribute during 8 memorial service on
the first anniversary of the tragedy. in Mumbal on
Friday; and {inset) a distraught relative | sm

Longer wait for final AI-171 crash report

5 LALITHA @ Mew Delhi

EXACTLY a vear after Air In-
dia flight 171 crashed during
takeoff at Ahmedabad, killing
260 passengers and crew, there
was no closure for the family
members of the victims as the
much-awaited final probe re-
port remained elusive.
Instead, the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigations Bureau put
out an interim statement, say-
ing *The Final Report will be
released upon completion of
all investigative activities and
the requisite international re-
view and consultation proe-
esses prescribed under ICAD
{International Civil Aviation

Significant progress in probe, claims AAIB

AAIB's interim statement claimed significant progress in the
examination and analysis of AI-171's systems. flight recorder data,
engine-related components, maintenance and operational
records, and other relevant evidence. “The evidence gathered and
the results of various examinations are currently being analysed”

the report. It is not binding on
us. Interim reports also can be
submitted or statement on the

Organisation) Annex 13."
The final report will take
two-three more months for

wrap-up, said a source famil-
iar with the developments.
Asked about ICAQ's recoms-
mendation on the final probe
report into any major accident
within 12 months of the inci-
dent, the source said, “It only
encourages the sibmission of

progress too can be furnished,
which is what we have done.”
When asked what part of the
report was pending, the source
said since there was massive
condemnation after the pre-
liminary report was released
on July 12, 2025, which attrib-

uted the accident to human er-
ror, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) had de-
cided to carry out an inspec-
tion of the Boeing's Fuel Con-
trol Switch (FCS) in the US to
be doubly sure as multiple re-
ports and experts repeated]ly
spoke of its malfunctioning.
Al-171's fuel switch moved to
OFF shortly after take-off, re-
sulting in the crash.

Another Air India Boeing
flight AIC 132 was grounded
on Feb 2, 2026, after pilots re-
ported that the FCS slipped
from RUN to CUT OFF when
pushed slightly as it did not
lock securely, “The DGCA visit
will happen soon,” he added.



AIF?F'UH ISAUT HUR#T!’ QOF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA

DELHI

13 JUNE 2026

mnammﬁmﬁmﬁamasmﬁq} U A S fopa 3Ry aa=
™ T HehHS Wgsm ﬁrrth a‘rsra'arammﬁ

HET FATA =

=% Tameih saeme faom el =)
wgel a1 famm g A =
(Tt 5 dqifgm qfEm ¥
T &1 THREE O 7 T ] e
T HAR ) e S uaw i
1 THH HEN UAG-171 F AR W
TR I A 7= A6

A 3w e w9 o o o
s EW A w9,
i i S e A
wefl Wyl A w1 nEA Wia w8
W 34 ferdmst @ Eaam fer
T A F AE fawe e,
e fratdt 321, & 9 o W,

1 fera faverm T & =g A
e T R ame A A wee el
fresdl =1 o R B = o
150 3w o w0 & o TR
& = w s e i = S,
T=FE 13 F A9 9T v

# RO T, TS IEEE
T Ui ARE T e & difed
et &1 TR T Hite e
# T F =i A o T T
# o W T OE) ATEW gHEA o
et w1 froy ofn e wm &
Fog ofms £



AIRPORTISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 13 JUNE 2026

Air India strengthens internal safety
audits following Ahmedabad crash

Anauh Phadnis
Mumbai

Air India has strengthened its
internal safety sudits going
bevond the regulatory re-
quirements, the airline has
said.

This change was brought
following the Ahmedabad air
crash lest June that killed 260
people.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) regu-
lation requires airlines to
carry out intermal  eafety
audits of various depart-
ments like operations, main-
tenance, ground handling,
etc. As per the regulation,
audit needs to be carried out
once annually at the main
base and once in two years at
other airports.

Air India said it has takena
rigorous spproach and is car-
rying out internal audits st its
Delhi hub twice annually.

Andits at other starions
would be carried once every
year,

“Thiz reflects a conscious
move to exceed regulatory re-
quirements. This broader and
more frequent sodit regime
reinforces oversight, drives
continuous  improvement,
and strengthens operational

resilience,” the airline said.

MORE INSFECTIONS
In the aftermath of the crash
last June, Air India initiated a
voluntary safety paogse to
out additional inspec-
;?;Eun its widebody Boeing
777 and Boeing 7Y under
DGCA supervision.

The additional ground
time also helped the airline to
work on fleet  reliability
gimed at reducing technical
delays and cancellations.

The forus has been on
identifving recurring issues,
cartying out component up-
grades, and strengthening

More audits
reinforce
oversight, drive
contnuous
improvement, and
strengthen
operational
resilience

maintenance and spare parts
support so that flights oper-
gte more smoothly and on
schedule. Air India said the
scope of reliability enhance-
ment programme for wide-
body aircraft had expanded
over the last year, to identify
and address crppn‘rtunn:l.cs to
improve operational  per-
formance across the flect.

While there are improve-
ments, Air India’s record n
safety is still below par.

In its March report, a par-
lismentary panel highlighted
details of DGCA andit that

found recurmng defects in
377 of 754 commercial air-
craft in India. The andit was
carried out between Januery
2025 and February 2026,

In the case of Air India, 137
of its 166 aircraft showed re-
peated defects while 54 of Adr
Indis resi’s 101 planes
had persistent technical is-
sues.

“Safety is not a priority for
Air India despite the AT 171

acvident  last  June. One
would have hoped for greater
secountability from the top

l:s.d:ri:r but that has not
" said Captain Mo-
l'lﬂJ'.I Ranganntlmn &n aviation
safety expert.

“Post Ahmedabad crash,
there have been many safety-
related incidents like pilots
fiving without valid licences.
Crew fatigue is also an area of
concern. It seems the airline
is prioritising commercial
considerations over safety,”

healleged.
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AAIB continues investigation into Air India crash

nnhh WVaid
Hew Delhi

The Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIR)
has =aid that technical evalu-
ation as well as specialist ex-
amination are continuing as
part of the ongoing investig-
ation into the Air India AI171
crash.

businessiine was the first to
report on Thuorsday, citing
sources, that the imvestiga-
tion “is on track” and that it
might take another “2-3
muonths before completion™.

Speaking to  busimessline
on Friday, industry insiders

MAJOR HEADWAY. AME said that signihcant progress had
been made in analysing evidence gathered during the probe

pointed out that crash in-
vestigation reports globally
take an aversage of two and a
halfyears tobe completed.
Consequently, AATH
on Friday issued an interim
stitement on the first an-
niversary of the sccident,

Jume 12, 2026, stating that
significant progress  had
been made in analysing evid-
ence gathered during the
probe.

The probe agency said that
the evidence collected so far,
along with the resolts of vari-

ous examinations, is cur-
rently being analysed in
comprehensve  and int:g-
rated manner.

“Additional technical eval-
uations and specialist exam-
imations, wherever con-
sidered  necessary,  will
continue tobe undertaken to
ensure that all indings and
conclusions are rted
by verified n'id:I;cFEuand
sound scientific  anabysis,”
the burean said.

The statement comes a
year after the Air India flight
to London crashed shorthy
gfter take-off, resulting in
the loss of 260 lves.

According to AAIE, the in-

xﬁn.gstmntcamhmd carried
Out an extensive examina-
tion of technical, opera-
tional, organisational and
human factors associated
with the accident.

SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS
Furthermore, the AAIB said
significant  progress  had
been made in the examina-
tion and analysis of arcraft
systems, flight recorder data,
engine-related components,
maintenance records, opera-
tional documentation and
other evidence relevant to
the investigation.

However, the AATE main-
tained that the investigation

was ongoing, snd further
technical work would con-
tinue before the final report
is completed.

The bureau reiterated that
the final imvestigation report
would be released only after
the completion of all invest-
igative activities, as well as
the international review and
consultation processes pre-
scribed under ICAOQ Annex
13. The AAIB emphasised
that the purpose of an seci-
dent investigation is to im-
prove  mviation  safety
through the identification of
lessons and safety recom-
mendations, and not to ap-
portion blame or liability.
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A daughter s final selfie, unanswered questlons and a year of grief as kin of Air India crash reunite

A'u'irl.ﬂ'l Mair
Ahmedabad

Suresh Mistry held on tighthy
to the last photograph his
day er ever clicked. The
selfie, taken by 24-year-old
Kinal Mistry at Ahmedabad
airport moments before she
boarded Air India flight
AT-171 on June 12 last year,
captured 2 young woman
about to begin ajourney.

Hours later, she was
among the 260 le killed
in TJ'E of Indig';uic:llcad.'lil:st
aviation disasters.

On Friday, as families of
victims gathered in
Ahmedabad to mark the first
anniversary of the crash,
Mistry carried the photo-
g:a.ph with him. Aroond him
sat nearly 150 families con-
nected by a shared tragedy.

Some carried framed por-
traits. Others brought
cont@ining compensation
claims, correspondence with
authorities and requests for
missing belongings. Almost
all carried guestions that re-

mained unanswered a year
later.

“Had the government or-

i a memorial service

m the familics of the

victims, it would have been

heartening for uws,” Mistry
said.

REMEMERAMCE EVENT
The gathering, organised by
Chionuma Law Firm and
Beasley Allen Law Firm, be-
came more than a remem-
brance event. It evolved into
a forum where grieving fam-
ilies spoke of delayed invest-
igations, unrecovered pos-
SeSSH0NS, COmpersation
disputes and what many de-
scribed as an ahsence of offi-
cial recogmition of their loss.
For Mistry, the an-
niversary was particularly
difficult. Kinal had travelled
to India for a month and was
preparing to return after un-
dergoing a dental procedure,
Instead, her family members
found themselees i
her first death mmr:lm
“Today we had a ceremony
back at our home in Anand,

SHARING SORROW. Family members of the victims of the
crash attend “A Day of Remembrance’ on Friday, marking the first
anniversary of the tragedy in Ahmedabad s

but [ decided to travel here
for this get-together,” he
said,
The search for answers
was @ recurring theme
the afternoon.
Prakash Chandhary, who
travelled from Dhaners in
Banaskantha district, lost his
vounger sister Dhapuben
and her hushand Kamlesh in
the crash. The couple had
been married barely five
months, Their trip aboard
AlI-17]1 was meant to be their

first journey abroad

together.

Ny sister and
her hu:?bang were on the
flight,” Chaudhary said. “It's
been a year since the crash
happened and the govern-
ment is vet to find out what
caused the crash.™

UNCERTAINTY PREVAILS
For many families, the pas-
sage of time has only
decpened their frustration.
While anniversaries are ex-

pected to bring closure, sev-
eral attendees said the ab-
sence of a final report has
prolonged uncertainty. Oth-
ers spoke of a different kind
of anguish — the inability to
recover the bel Eir
loved ones carn :Eu iﬁ:

Eighteen-vear-old  Vihar
Panikh flew in from London
with his father to attend the
gathering in memory of his
grandfather, who died in the
crash. The family is still wait-
ing for the return of his

dfather’s mobile phone
ﬂ?p:rsonﬂ d.ucum:niljs.

“We are yet to receive the
mobile phone and the docu-
ments that my grandfather
was carrying,” Parikh said.

“Photographs of these re-
covered documents  and

s were sent toos.”

t has troubled the
family further is evidence
suggesting the phone may
hawe 'I::c%r active maonths
after the crash.

“The le activity also
shovwred ﬁ‘ﬂ;gm grsnrﬁfaﬂ't-
er's phone had become act-
ive on March 15, 2026, Des-

pite us mailing Air India to
recover  the  belongings,
there has been no response

from the airline,” he said.

DAMAGED BAGGAGE
Parikh said the rience
has affected the

v's con-
fidence in the airline. During
their jouney to Ahmedabad
for the anniversary event, he
and his father encountered
flight delays and damaged

e,

“All T want to ask s, will

m\-‘th improve in the near
mﬁ:: said.

Quc:l:mna over doou-
mentation and identification
procedures  also  surfaced
during the gathering. Kinal
Patel from Vasad lost her
maother, who was travelling
gbroad for the first time to
visit her son. A year later, she
says several aspects of the of-
ficial records continue to
puzzle the family.

“My mother who was trav-
clling for the first time on the
flight to meet my brother
was killed” Patel said.
“Today I just want to say that

the mment  should
come iu:r:mm the report on
the crash as soomn as
sible.”
Pmshc pointed to inconsist-
encies she belicves remain
un::gs]aim:d_ “My mother's
panchnama cl says that
her DNA test was conducted
using the victim”s blood. But

the ents also say thar
the body was burnt. There
have |been unanswered
questions.”

The struggles described by
families were not hmited to
gricf and unanswered
queTies.

MENTALLY HARASSED

Dipak Manariya, who trav-
elled from Udsipur, said life
after the tragedy brought
fresh challenges. After losing
his father in the crash, he ac-
cepted a job offered through
the Tata Trust. “After my
father passed away in the
crash, the Tata Trust gave me
ajob. Ijoined in January 2026
and thereafter [ was mentally
harassed,” Mm:la.n}m.a]]rg:d_

He said repeated reguests

to be stadoned coser to
home were denied.

“Diespite my request to be
stationed in Udaipur, 1 was
asked to visit far-flung places
like Dungerpur and Ban-
swara. After three months, [
quit the job," he said.

Even now, he added, some
of his father's belongings re-
main missing despite Te-
peated emails to both Air In-
dia and the Tatam Trust
Allegations made by the fam-
ilics against Air India could
not  be  independently
verificd.

Mot all those remembered
at the ing had been
passengers on the aircraft.
Among those attending was
Nilbesh Sctha, whose brother
and sister — both doctors —
died when the aincraft
crashed into the Atubvam
hostel complex. They were
on the ground when disaster
struck

“My only request to the
government is to build a me-
morial at the crash site in
memory of all those who
died,” Setha said.
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Year on, AAIB says crash report only after full probe

DEEPAK PATEL
MNewe Delhi, 12 junie

A year after the London-bound Air
India Flight 171 went down seconds
after takeofT fmom Ahmedabad, kill-
ing 260 people, grieving families
and friends of the victims gathered
at the crash site on Friday, The re-
membrance service was held near
BJ Medical College’s hostel block
into which the airplane had crashed,
killing, barring one miraculous sur-
vivor, all 241 people on board and 19
on the ground, including students.
There were prayvers and floral
tributes. Dignitaries joined the
sombre service, as did stranpers.
But closure remained elusive,
Avearon, the reason why the
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner
crashed remains unknown.
Expressing its condolences o
the tamilies and loved ones of the
victims, the Aircralt Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) said,
“significant progress has been made

in the examination and anahysis of
aircraft systems, flight recorder
data, engine-related components,
maintenance and operational rec-
ords, and other evidence relevant [o
the investization.”

The final report. it added, would
he released once all investigative ac-
tivities, the requisite international
review and consultation processes
are completed according to Annex
13of the International Civil Aviation
Creanisation’s (ICAQS) rules, Annex
13 prescribes the standard operating
procedure to conduct any aircraft
accident investigation.

“A preliminary report containing
factual information was releasad on
July 12, 2025.” AAIB said. "Over the
past year, the investigation team has
undertaken an extensive and rigor-
ous examination of all relevant tech-
nical, eperational, organisational
and human factors associated with
the accident,” it added,

This effort, it said, was sup-
ported by “accredited represen-

A remembrance service in Ahmedabad on the first anniversary of the
Air India Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner's crash, which killed 241 people on

board and 19 on the ground on June 12, 2025

tatives, technical advisers and
subject matter experts from rel-
evant oreanisations”. The evidence
gathered and the results of various
examinations were currently being
analysed “in a comprehensive and

integrated manner”, it added,

The AAIB said it would con
tinue the additonal technical
evaluations and specialist examin-
ations, wherever necessary, to en-
sure that all indings are supponed

PHOTD, REUTERS

by “verified evidence and souncd
soientific analysis™

“The sole purpose of an accident
investigation is to enhance aviation
safety through the identification of
lessons and safety recommenda-
tions, and not to apportion blame or
liability,” the investigation body
said. It urged "all stakeholders, in-
cluding the media and the public, to
refrin from speculation or prema-
ture conclusions while the investiga-
tion remains in progress™,

Amang those who died in the
crash was former Gujarat chief
minister Vijay Rupani. His daughter,
Radhika Mishra, was among those
present at the memorial service
held at the site,

Chvil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Naldu, meanwhile,
posted on social media platform X
that the investigation into the crash
whas continuing with diligence and
professionalism in accordance
with established national and
international procedures,
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Air India plans to downsize as
Tata group balks at mounting losses

BLOOMEBERG
12 Jume

AirIndia is looking to defer aircraft
deliveries, cut flights and postpone
expansion plans  alter majority
owner Tata group instructed the
carrier to focus on reducing
its record losses, according
to people [amiliar with
the matter.

Thechange in strategy is
an abrmupt pivot from an
ambitious growth plan. I
reflects the loss of confidence in an
airline thar suffersd a fatal crash &
year ago and has since incurred an
annual loss equivalent toabout $3hil-
llon (over T 285 crore).

The downsizingwill involve a var-
iety of efforts to reduce costs. Air
[nitia is in discussionswith AitbusSE

and Boeing Co to slow down
deliveries of as many as 500 planes
previously ordered, said the people,
who asked not to be identified
because the talks are private, Doing so
woulld enable Adr India to push back

the large payvments due to plane
maleers upon delivery.

The carrier is also reeval-
uating plans to fly o new
domestic and [ntermational
destinations, pruning some

routes and  posiponing
launchesat some airports, such
as the new Naida International Adr-
port near Mew Delhi, the people fam
arwith the matter said.

Alr Indla’s cowed ambitlons
follow a series of challenges that
have pushed itdeep into the red. The
deadly crash last June, Pakistan
closing its airspace to Indian car-

riers, and the war in Iran have dis-
rupted flights, forced costly rerout-
ing and driven up fuel expenses, The
weak [ndian rupee has also added to
its financial woes since much of the
airline's costs are in dollars.

The Tata group, which took over
the carder In 2033, now wants Alr
India o temper its growth straftegy to
[ocus onstabilising currentoperations
and implement cost-cutting
measures, people familiar with the
matter said. Air India earlier this year
announced flight cuts due to the Iran
warand airspace shutdowns.

The airline has accumulated more
than 55,000 billion (35.8 billion) in
losses since 2022, with the red ink
becoming a kev concern forthe board
of Tata Trusts, which controls the
Tata Sons holding company that
hiolds the magority of Afr Tndia.
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AAIB Still Analysing Evidence from
Probe, Final Report May Take Time

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Alrerall Accidenl
Investigation Burcan (AAIL) said
on Iriday it is still analysing ovi-
denet collected as part of its ongo
ing probe into the crash of an Air
India aircraft in June last year
which killed 380 people.

AATE, tasked with investigating
the erash, also didn’t provide any
recommendation for the aircraft
manufacturer Bocing, indienating
that there was no cvidonee yeot to
guestion the safety of the Y87 Dro-
amliner aireraft,

The Tinal reparl, AATE said, will
bie issusd after completion of the re
maining  Investigative  activities
and required review processes un
der international aviation norms.

The Tnternational Civil Aviation
Organization (1CAQ) rocommcnds
that the country conduct g an air-
craft aceident investigation should
publish & reporl within a year, bul
IF B's ool possibile todo so,an infe

rim ztatement showld be rolessed
annually, on each anniversary of
the vecurrence, delailing the pro-
gress of the invesligation amd any
safoty issucs raiscd.

“Sigmificant progress has beon
made i the cxamination and ana
lysis of aircraft systems, flight e
corder data, enpine-related compo-
nents, maintenance and operatio-

BOEING AIRCRAFT
AAIBdidn't
O‘ provideany
recommenda-
tion for aircraft manu-
facturer Boeing, indicat-
ing that there wasno
evidence yet to question
the safety of its aircraft

nal records, and other evidence ro-
Tevanl to the investigalion," AATR
sahl. Additional lechnical svalua-
Lions and specialisl examinalions,
whorever considered necessary,
will be undertaken to ensure that
all findings and conclusions wt
supported by verified svidence and
sound scientific analyvsis, itadded.

John Cox, g former aicline pilot
and chiefl executive of Safety Ope-
rating Systems, which provides
consulting services on accident in-
voestipations, said AALD was right
to delay the final report it it felt it
necded more cxamination.

“It b8 conmplately intheir puryisw
o dacide when o relesse the re
poart,” hie said, “The investigators
wiisltld want to back the report with
strong evidence so that it stands
overy scrutiny when puhlished.”

A preliminary repart issued last
year said seconds after take-off, the
fuel control switches on both cngi-
nes briefly moved from ‘run’ to ‘cut
of ', severing el supply and cao-
singa loss ol power



NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, June 12

ONEYEAR AFTER the crash of
Air India Flight AI-171 that
killed 2 60 people, investigators
are yet to determine what
caused both engine fuel control
switches to move to the cutoff
position moments after take-
off, with the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) on
Friday saying analysis of evi-
dence and technical examina-
tionsremainsunderway.

In an interim statement
issued on the first anniversary
ofthe accident, the AAIR said it
had made significant progress
inexamining aircraft systems,
flight recorder data, engine-
related components, mainte-
nancerecordsand operational
documentation, but indicated
that further technical evalua-
tions and specialist examina-
tions could still be required
beforeafinal reportisreleased.

The Boeing 787 -8 aircraft,
operating fromAhmedabadto
London Gatwick on June 12,
2025, crashed shortly after
take-off, killing 241 ofthe 242
people onboard and 19 people
on the ground. The accident
was the first fatal crash involv-
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Al-171 crash probe remains under way: AAIB

ANSWERS AWAITED

® AAIB still has no final
determination one year after
Air India Flight Al-171 crash

B Core mystery: Both engine

fuel control switches moved
to CUTOFF after take-off

B Switch movement
caused immediate
loss of thrust

and fatal crash
sequence

m Cockpit voice
recording flagged
dispute: One pilot
guestioned fuel
cutoff, the other
denied action

® Probe reviewing
flight data,

aircraft systems,
engines,
maintenance and
operational records

data captured one pilotasking
the other why he had cut off
the fuel supply, while the sec-
ond pilot responded that he
had notdone so.

The report did not deter-
minewhat caused theswitches
to move or assign responsibil-
ity for the action.

According to the AAIB, evi-
dence gathered over the past
year and the results of various
examinations are still being
analysed “in a comprehensive
and integrated manner”.

ing Boeing's 787 ; G T The agency
Dreamlinersince ~ Theinvestigation  oidtheinvesti ga-
the aircraft agency says tion has exam-
entered commer-  evidence analysis  ined technical,
cial service in and technical operational,
2011. examinations are organisational
The statement . and human fac-
was released as sontinumg a.year tors associated
required under aftertheaccident i, 4o accident,
internationalavia- m_ with support
tion rules, which from accredited
require investigating authori- representatives, technical

tiesto provideastatusupdateif
a final accident report is not
completed within oneyear.

The central unresolved ques-
tion in the investigation
remains the movement of both
engine fuel control switches
from the RUN positionto CUT-
OFF shortly after take-off,
resulting inaloss of thrust. The
switch movement was identi-
fied in the AAIB's preliminary
report releasedin July 2025and
has since become the focus of
the investigation.

The preliminary report had
said cockpit voice recorder

advisers and subject-matter
experts from relevant organi-
sations.

“Additional technical evalu-
ations and specialist examina-
tions, whereverconsidered nec-
essary, will continue to be
undertaken to ensure that all
findings and conclusions are
supported by verified evidence
and sound scientific analysis,”
thebureau said.

The agency also urged
stakeholders, the media and
the publicto avoidspeculation
while the investigation
remains in progress.

..June seat capacity falls by 1.5 mn

NITIN KUMAR

New Delhi, June 12
ELEVATED FUEL COSTS and
continuing airspace restrictions
led to a sharp contraction in Air
India Group’s scheduled seat
capacityin]une,withtheairline
group cutting nearly 1.48 mil-
lion seats year-on-year(y-o-y)}—
adeclineof22.5%to 5.11 mil-
lion seats from 6.59 million in
thesame month last year.

Air India accounted forthe
bulk of the decline, with its
capacity falling by about 1.02
million seats, or 26.8%, to
2.77 million seats from 3.79
milliona year earlier.Air India
Express also saw capacity
declineby around 0.47 million
seats, or 16.6%, to 2.33 mil-
lion seats,according to data
from UK-based aviation ana-
Iytics firm OAG.

The contraction comes
even as the domestic aviation
market continues to expand.
Total airline capacity rose
5.3% y-0-y to 24.53 million
seats in June from 23.29 mil-
lion a yearearlier.

Rivals used theopportunity
to expand. IndiGo increased
capacity by 1.3%t012.29 mil-
lion seatsfrom 12.13 million,
while Akasa Air posted an
11.9% rise to 920,000 seats
from 820,000.

The divergence under-
scoresawidening competitive

GROWTH DIVERGENCE

® Air India Group
cut about

1.48 mn seats
y-o-yinJune,
down 22.5%

to 5.11 mn

mAirindia
Express also
contracted,
down 16.6% to
2.33 mn seats

— = ———— —r— -

® india's total airline capacity rose
5.3% y-o-yto 24.53 mn seats

gap. While IndiGo continues
to strengthen its market lead-
ership through steady expan-
sion, Air India is grappling
with a complex restructuring
programme following its pri-
vatisation.

For Air India, the capacity
reduction reflects the twin
pressures of rising costs and
mounting losses. The airline
has been squeezed by record
jet fuel prices, a weaker rupee
andsoftertravel demand.Tata
Group-controlled Air India
reported a net loss of about
26,800 crorein FY26.

Last month, AirIndia said it
would rationalise services on
several international routes
between June and August, citing
continuingairspace restrictions
and elevated fuel coststhat had
eroded the commercial viability
of some operations. Domestic

services have also been scaled
back as partofthe exercise.

Overall, the group has
announced capacity cuts
through August 2026,including
a 22% reduction in domestic
operations and a 27% cutin its
international network.

Before the reductions, Air
India operated around 4,400
weekly flights—3,600 domes-
tic and 800 international.
While flight frequencies are
set to decline by about 2300,
seat capacity is expected tofall
by nearly 27%, reflecting
deeper cuts on long-haul
international routes.

International long-haul
flights typically usewide-body
aircraft such as Boeing 787s
and 777s,which carry signifi-
cantly more seats than nar-
row-body aircraft used on
domestic routes.

AirIndia plans to
downsize asTata
balking at losses

MIHIR MISHRA, P R SAMJAI
& SIDDHARTH PHILIP
Jlare 22

AIR INDIA IS looking to deter
aircraft deliveries, cut flights
and postpone expansion plans
aftermajorityownerTata Group
instructed the carriertofocuson
reducing its record losses,
according to people familiar
with the matter. The change in
strategy isan abrupt pivot from
an ambitious growth plan. It
reflects thelossof confidencein
an airline that suffered a fatal
crash ayearago and hassince
incurred an annualloss equiva-
lent toabout 53 billion.

Thedownsizing will involve
avariety of efforts to reduce
costs.Air Indiais indiscussions
with Airbus SE and Boeingto
slow down deliveries of as
many as 500 planes previously
ordered, said the people,who
asked not to be identified
because the talks are private.
Doing so would enable Air
India to push back the large
payments dueto planemakers
upon delivery.

The carrieris also reevalu-
ating plans to fly to new
domestic and international
destinations, pruning some
routes and postponing
launches at some airports,
such as the new NoidaInterna-
tional Airport near New Delhi,
the people familiar with the
matter said.

AirIndia's cowed ambitions
follow a series of challenges
that have pushed it deep into
the red. The deadly crash last
June, Pakistan closing its air-
space to Indian carriers, and
the war in Iran have disrupted
flights, forced costly rerouting
and driven up fuel expenses.
TheweakIndianrupee hasalso
added to its financial woes

CASH PRESSURE

— Pt

o

mAirindia is considering
deferring up to 500 aircraft
deliveries in talks with
Airbus SE and Boeing

mThe move | mTata
aimsto ease | Group has
cash told the
pressure by | airline to
delaying prioritise
large cutting
payments losses over
tied to new | rapid
aircraft | expansion

M The carrier is reviewing
its network, including
possible route cuts and
delays to new destinations

since much of the airline’s
costsare in dollars.

The Tata Group, which took
over the national carrier in
2022, now wants Air India to
temper its growth strategy to
focus on stabilising current
operations and implementcost-
cutting measures, people famil-
iarwiththemattersaid Air India
earlier this year announced
tlight cutsdue to the Iran war
andairspaceshutdowns. An Air
India spokesperson said the
Bloomberg queries were highly
speculative, and the carrier
remains committed to mod-
ernising its fleet and carrying
outitslong-term transforma-
tionplan.Tataand Airbusdidn't
respond to requests for com-
ment. —BLOOMBERG
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Answers, not assumptions

Air India crash victims’ families need closure, but
the truth matters more than the timeline

HE FIRST ANNIVERSARY of the Air India Dreamliner crash in

Ahmedabad hasarrivedwithout the one thing thatthe families

of the 260 victims have been waiting for: answers, The failure

of investigators to submit a final report within a year is unfor-
tunate. International aviation norms envisage that accident investiga-
tions should ordinarily be completed within 12 months. Where that is
not possible, investigating authorities are expected to provide updates
onthe progress of the probeand explain thereasons for the delay. The Air-
craft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) has issued a status report,
whichwill be followed by a final report in the coming months. For griev-
ing families, every additional week extends an already painful wait. Yet if
thereisa choicebetween speedand certainty, the latter must prevail. Clo-
sure that rests onincomplete factsis no closure atall.

The Ahmedabad crash was one of the worst aviation disasters in India's
history. It immediately raised difficult questions about aircraft systems,
operational procedures, regulatory oversight and safety culture. Yet the
preliminary report released by the AAIB last July succeeded mainly in
deepening the mystery. The reference to the fuel cutoff switches moving
from the run tothe cutoff position within seconds of take-off, leading to
the shutdown of both engines, was startling enough. The inclusion of a
brief cockpit exchange between the pilots, without adequate context or
explanation, proved even more consequential. While the report stopped
short of drawing conclusions, it created a vacuum that was quickly filled
by speculation.Sectionsof theinternational mediainterpreted the find-
ings as evidence of pilot error. Pilot associations strongly objected. The
result was a public debate driven more by conjecture than evidence.

That outcome should serve as a cautionary lesson for the final report.
The purpose of an accident investigation,as recognised under Annex 13
of the Convention on International Civil Aviation, is not to apportion
blame or determine liability. Its objective is to establish facts, identify
causes and recommend measures to prevent similar accidents. This
requires painstaking analysis of technical data, maintenance records,
cockpit recordings, aircraft systems and human factors. Such work
inevitablytakestime,especially in acase involving multiple international
stakeholders,including the aircraftmanufacturer, engine makerand for-
eign regulators. The investigators must therefore resist any pressure to
produce a report simply to satisfy a calendar deadline. What matters is
not whenthe report arrives but whetheritsconclusions are comprehen-
sive, transparent and capable of withstanding scrutiny.

Agreatdeal rides on that credibility. Boeing's recent history of safety
controversies and Air India's own operational challenges have already
fuelled public suspicion.The perception, however unfair,that authorities
maybe shielding powerful corporate interests has gained traction in some
quarters. That makes transparency all the more important. India is one
of the world's fastest-growing aviation markets, with airlines placing
record aircraft orders and carrying millions of first-time flyers each year.
Public confidence in aviation safety cannot be sustained through assur-
ances alone. Itdepends on trust in the institutions responsible for over-
sightand investigation.The final report on theAhmedabad tragedy must
therefore do more than explainwhat happened ona Juneafternoon ayear
ago.It must demonstrate that India's investigative machineryis capable
of uncovering uncomfortable truths wherever they may lead. The fami-
lies deserve closure. The flying public deserves confidence. Both require
answers before anything else.
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1st ‘madein
India’ flight

The first Airbus C295 mili-
tary transport aircraft
manufactured in India
completed its maiden test
flight from the Tata-Airbus
final assembly line in Va-
dodara on June 11. The alr-
craft is the first of 40 C295
planes to be built in India
Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel called it
“a proud milestone for Gu-
jarat and India", while Dep-
uty Chief Minister Harsh
Sanghavi described it as
“history in the making".
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Families of Air India crash
victims demand answers

Family members and the Federation of Indian Pilots bemoaned thiat there was no statement from

the Prine Minister or the Gugarat Oy nor was any pubilic representative present at the gathering

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDARAD

here were tears and
sombre  remem-
brances as families

ol the Alr Incka crash vic
tims gathered at a hotel in
Ahmedabad to mark the
first annkeersary of the dis-
aster demanding justice bor
the dead,

While many have e
cetved compensation from
T sl limes, they sabd jsties
sdill eluded them anel they
wanted the povernment o
release the final report on
the crash. “We want anaw-
eri,. Wie ane sill waiting to
ko the canese of the acc
dent,” one of the family
members siid,

My caughter died a
vear ago, and we are still
waiting for answers from
the government on how it
|the crash] has taken
place... there is oo afficial
siatement o clarity on
what exactly happened on
taat  il-Fagesd ikay™  anid
Atulbhai Patel from Surat
His daghter, Yibhut Pa
tel. a physiotheraplst i the
LLE., was aboard the Lon
donbound Bosing TAT-8
[reamdiner which crashed
moments after taking off
from Almedabad's Sasdar
Vallabhibliai Parel Tnterna-

Mournng the bess: The relatiees of an i e cash volim al an
ewan v Almodabad om Frday, sleiioie Blis

tinmal Arrport on June 12,
2025 "My daughter came
1o India for 15 days and was
engaged o a man from
Gaafarar who was Iving in
the ULK." Mr Patel said,
wiping awdy tears,

The alrerall wem down
barehy secomds after take
off, killing 350 praple, in-
cluding 241 passenger s and
thar crewa, and 19 people on
the ground, Former Giga-
rat Chiel Minkster Vijay Ru

pani was one amang those
killed.
While  tributes  were

paid to the victims, whose
photographs W
adorned with pgarlands,
rose petals, aod lanps, the
farnily members and the

i

Federation of Tnahan Pilods
bemuoaned that there was
no statement from  the
Prime Minister or the Guja
il Chiied Mingster, nor any
public representative was
present on the first anni
versaly ol the crash.

"It a similar incident
hiidl escewrred elsewhers in
the warld, particularly in
Western countries, peophe
wouilid have gathered and
taken out rallics across the
country in memory of the
victims. Bt nothing has
happened in Indla;” the
lesdheration's presicdent, C,5
R lvwsa, said,

He asked the fEmily
members o demand land
Trom the government and

builld a memorial at the
crasd site

Marked absence

Britlsh Nigh Commissioner
to Iodia Lindy Cameron
reached the crash ste in
the div's Meghaninagar
ared and offered foral i

Tastes o the victinig, saying
her thoughis wene with all
tha familics affected by the
tragedy.

She was among the rare
dignitaries 1o pay ler res-
prois @t the crash site, and
her visit made the absenoe
of State or Unlon govern-
MENT TEQTESEMATIVES e
CONSPeCIimE.

Fidty twu Britizh nation
als were among the 260
persons killed in the inci
dent. “Ome vear pgo today,
the tragic Air india crash
claimed 260 ves, mclud
Ing 52 Britsh natkosals,”
Ms, Cameron said in a post
an X, =1 will never forget
arriving in  Ahmedabad
and visiting the site on that
day, My thoughts are with
all the lamilics affected,
and | thank my team who
sood up mmediaely w
support them and have
contimaed o deoe sooin the
tmighest circwmstances. |
am back with some of
them in Almedabad o
iy, she added.
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Air India seeks to defer aircraft
deliveries amid downsizing bid

Bipombeiy

LT THR T

Aar Ui 1l in dowd i b il
aifrTall delivirina cal 1l rhis
apul el e 3 pars o plans
alier majority owner Tats
Larwmegy Livsdrsc i the ol Piee to
foscus on rediscing it rvpodd
limsrs. sicording e L e be
f il iar with i rRaider

The chamgr in sirstegy 1s an
albwuge pevedt friwn an spaditicnss
groweh plan 11 ivfleots the ke
af (o Mebemor bn sh airling that
wiafloread o Lotal crashy o vear apo
aml hias simw ImcuirTred an
abirsnal e cqunadon o aboat
B 5 il b

The ik eyl will imvvilg &
warity of effiorts b toduor oosts
Adr Tradlim is (0 discwssdonivs with
Adrhus S andl Bocing Co
whew (omem debivetiees ol s ey
pr SO plancs  previously
ordeiod, said the people, wia
asked noi o be identiled
Bocars the Lalks ary pivale
e s wamikd ovabde Al i
o prisdy buaclh ther Larpe ey TS
chuw den gl rrslanty o it
ey The corvied s adee reevale

VR INDEA IS IN
IALKS WITH
MRBUS AND
BOEING 1O

SLOW DOWN
DELIVERIES OF AS
MANY AS SO0 JETS

ating plaas b0 Py Mo nevs deoaes
e mmd irermatbomad destine
LT BT R TITR Wil
et paorwiong L bers 82 ot
arpeerts wacly as Vi mew Meoida
Vet il b | & 00 i Bl e
Do, thee peromle ol with
Al Enat et sk

Al lnedia & comarad anmbegn
folbiowy & scties of Challengs
Bl havew parsdeed i dorp indo
the red The deaddly crash lasd
Juiwe . Pakavtan closimg (1s air
aghan B [ndesss Ccarrir adnd i
wal in lran hawe disrupted
'!|u;+|!l. lenryesd ¢omsl by [RREE L EL T
anad driven uajr [ TRES LR
Thie wond sl bas rapee has aluo
aicdhedd (o s Binanacial weors st
a0l (B mivbine s costs av in
sl

Thr Tata Corouap. whis h fonk
et (e national csrmier in
JUZE, puww wwannts Alr bdia ta
beineer by growah stelery
Fisc s oo atablliEis g Cwidfid
g Tt mare s T EHCIET oot
Cutiieg casres Py Bammiid
s wAll the mathrr sEbd A
India warlier this yoar
anrwmirs o] Flighl cuis duse b e
bram war smdl airspade sl
b An A Dewlun sgusbas pay
sy il ther By e gpue s
vty highly spenuilatier aed the
CarrET femams commitiod
e rLrnEg F1s Theot sl carry
D, omdl (% bispigl - bcr e 17 aendl oo
mamterem [l

Twia amid Adrbsus didoe
ros il e Toajlarsts finr ¢
mend A Boring spolocsperson
b i b cumimem

Thar Mag carrier, wiich opey
abes ity aincsaby Arr Tncia ful
sty abrbing o bswcust arm
Adr Iradis Fgperss, s boeen s
I WAy low frwy ihaar a diy
aild v Uheasrh revenie arst
ot il ik P Ereee T o (e
Fack o e (vmaiETy & abrong o
MOmiC e rrioa mnd waiging
traverd dmuand
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AH7lupdate offersno

Meha LM Tripathi and
Maullk Pathak
letterkdhindditantime oo

MEW  DELHI/JAHMEDABAD!
Irckiat’s Adreralt Accidont lnves
tigntion Bureau (AAIB], on the
first anniversary af the Air Tndis
fight 171 erash, sald on Friday
that (13 Ingulry was progressing
across aircrafll systems. [ight
recorder data and engine-re
lnted components, but of fered
no ather detail, The five-pam-
graph statement did not address

answers, no timeline

the question at the centreal the B8 =

year-long inguiry — whether
thiee fuel to both engines was cut
b human hand or by a fault in
the aircraft— and gove no indi-
cation of when a concluslonor a
firal report might come.

The statement, dealted i the
procedural language of 1CAD
Annex 13, reiterated that the
final report wonld be released
“upon completion of all investl-
gative activities and the regul-
site [nternational review amd
consultation progesses” pre
scribed under the annex nnd
said the bureau remained
“firmly commited to condie-
Ing a thorough, Independent,
vbjective and evidence-based
mvestigation”

A man holids a phoatograph of one of the victims at the Air India
plane erash site in Ahmedobad on Fridoy, ap

The AAIR, whose preliminary
poport lest July contilned the
single, paraphrnscd soitence on
the cockpit transcript that has
shaped twelve months of public
debare over the cause, also
urged the msdin and the public
“to refrain from speculation or
prematune conglusions”

(Hficials had wld HT in the
run-up w the anmiversary that
i doctiiment woalkd stop shor
of establishing the cause
Bevause (Fue exnmination of the

rontimued on 18

AlIR INDIA MAY SLOW
DOWN DELIVERIES

OF 500 PLANES

Air Endia is kooking to defes
alroratt deliveries, cut flights and
postpane expanskon pians atter
majoeity owner Tata Group
instrscted the carries to focusan
reducing its record losses. Als India
|s o diiscussiors, with Airbius and
Bo=ing to slow down deliveries of
500 planes previeusty omlensd_i
|5 abso comsicler NG ErUmsng ome
routes and postponing Eunches
dt some airporis P

them — their education, and
saving for their marriages too.”

Delhi chief minister Rekha
Gupta posted on X: “The loss of
lives in the fire incident in
Tughlakabad is deeply sadden-
ing. Heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved families. Prayers
for the speedy recovery of those
injured and strength to all
those affected by this tragedy.
Teams of Delhi Fire Services,
Delhi Police, DDMA, CATS
Ambulance Services and other
emergency response agencies
immediately rushed to the site
and are engaged in rescue and
relief operations. The Delhi
Government is closely monitor-
ing the situation, and all con-
cerned departments are work-
ing in coordination to provide
timely support and assistance.”

AIR INDIA CRASH PROBE

engines by manufacturer GE
Aerospace at its facility in Ohio
was still under way. Thursday’s
statement, while listing engine-
related components among the
areas in which work was pro-
gressing, gave no indication of
where in the Ohio examination
the inquiry now stood or if there
was any other holdup.

What remains unresolved is
the same set of questions the
preliminary report left open in
July last year. The cockpit voice
recorder had caught one pilot
asking the other why he had
moved the aircraft’s fuel control
switches from “run” to “cutoff”,
and the other denying it; the
preliminary report did not iden-
tify which pilot said what.

Nor did it establish whether
the switches were physically
moved by human hand at all —
a counter-theory pressed by
pilots’ bodies and technical-
fault proponents holds that an
electrical fault could have cor-
rupted the signal so that the
flight data recorder logged a
switch transition that did not, in
fact, occur on the levers. The
engines would have shut down
either way, but the cause and
the culpability would lie in
opposite places.

Criticism of the document
came from several directions
within hours of its release.

A former AAIB official, who
declined to be identified, said
the statement contained noth-
ing the bureau could not have
issued eleven months ago.
“They should have issued this
statement way back on July 12,
2025," he said, referring to the
date the preliminary report was
published.

A former bureaucrat went

{0 Hindustan Times

further, arguing that the bureau
could have offered concrete
markers of progress without
committing to a date. "The least
the AAIB could have done is
give some number of investiga-
tions done till date and, without
committing a timeline, specified
if they were halfway through or
nearing completion,” he said.
"More than anybody else, this
update by the AAIB is a big dis-
appointment to the grieving
families.”

Sam Thomas, president of
Air Line Pilots Association
(ALPA), said: "It's not unusual
for investigations to take more
than a year. However, the speed
of the investigation is depend-
ent on the intellect of the inves-
tigators. Looking at the situa-
tion, I do not hold hope that a
proper final report will even
come out.”

Federation of Indian Pilots
president CS Randhawa, whose
body has gone to the Supreme
Court seeking a judicial probe
into the crash, questioned why
an investigation into a 32-sec-
ond flight had taken a year. “It is
because all these months have
passed by, to investigate a crash
which occurred for an aircraft
which got airborne for only 32
seconds, they have taken one
year,” he told PTL “I can under-
stand (a prolonged investigation
into) a flight which was con-
ducted over a period of 7-8 hours,
and now they have to take out a
lotof data for that.”

Randhawa alsoalleged that the
five-member AAIB investigation
team did not meet the statutory
requirements of qualification laid
down under Annex 13—acharge
the FIP has previously raised and
the bureau has not publicly
addressed.

Speaking separately to HT at
the crash site, Randhawa said a
memorial should be built at the
crash site and rued that neither
the central nor the state govern-
ment organised a remembrance
event to mark the first anniver-
sary. “Thisreflects a lack of sensi-
tivity”.

A senior pilot, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said: “Major-
ity of the grieving families have
not signed the settlement agree-
ment shared by the airline, which
shows that they are awaiting the
final report,” he said. “With this
kind of known information sent
out as a status update, one can
only be more clueless about the
reasons leading to the crash.”

Stewarts, the London law firm
representing several bereaved
British families, said the absence
of clear findings a year on had

FIP'S RANDHAWA
ALLEGED THAT THE
AAIB PROBE TEAM
DID NOT MEET

THE STATUTORY
REQUIREMENTS OF
QUALIFICATION

only deepened that frustration.
“For bereaved families, who have
endured 12 months of uncertainty,
the absence of clear findings only
reinforces the sense of frustration
and unanswered questions,” part-
ners Sarah Stewart and Peter
Neenan said in a joint statement.

Not all assessments were criti-
cal. Mark D Martin of Martin Con-
sultancy said safety investigations
should not be judged against the
calendar. “Safety investigations
are never about deadlines,” he
said. “It took four years for the
NTSB to establish why TWA 800
exploded, and nearly two years to
understand why pilot error
caused the Air France 447 to
crash at sea.”

The 787, he said, was an air-
craft of a different order. “Investi-
gating the Boeing 787 is complex.
This is a digital electric aircraft
controlled by fibre-optic cables,
servers, software as aircraft parts,
computers and routers — very
unlike conventional aircraft,
Investigating Al-171 will require
complex advanced digital aero-
space technology skills, including
simulations to understand fail-
ures of digital engine control sys-
tems. The purpose of any investi-
gation is to establish the root
cause, so as to not allow such cat-
astrophic accidents from occur-
ring again. With safety investiga-
tions, the clock should never be
ticking, as that would lead to
inconclusive and inaccurate
reports.”

Al-171 lifted off from Ahmeda-
bad a little after lunchtime on
June 12 last year, bound for Lon-
don Gatwick with 242 people
aboard. The cockpit voice
recorder caught the exchange
between the two pilots in the last
of the roughly thirty seconds it
stayed in the air. Both engines lost
power and the Boeing 787-8 came
down onto the hostel canteen of
BJ Medical College, where stu-
dents were eating. The crash
killed 241 of the 242 on board and
19 people on the ground. One pas-
senger survived. The preliminary
report, published a month later,
recorded the cockpit exchange
and went no further — no cause
named, neither voice identified.
The interim statement on Thurs-
day went no further still.
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IfIclose my eyes, can see those bodies... Investigation still underway: AAIB
hope not to witness such a scene again’

Panmal & Dabhi

ANmotabnad, Jane 2

O THE first nnnivemsnry of the
crnsh ofAdr Indin ALTRI Aighi in
Adimelabnd e Friday, oven as
the BI Medical College peticl
homnje @ the 350 persons - in
clsding Jous of Lheir reakdent
dectors — soime of e doctors
whao narewly escaped or sur-
sivedd thipcekient shinmsd thelr
EApEdences.

The collepr attachesd @
Ahmedabad Chvil Hospiml o
EOnESEO & PUOEFUENED To pEy
Crilrstes b0 the crash Victims

A Kot ben (29), 2 sty
dene of MIY Micobalozy told
The Indicid Express st before
having lunch, he went to the
hastel moom nlong with his
roormale Denish Duse wihan
he be heard an “extremely
o] soimad,

"W wondered if i was g
plane crosh or whot? Then
within ssoonds, it ceshal nta

(Crtside the hoswl buidings thal wera struck during the plana
orash, in Ahmardabad on Fridey sormmones

ouir bablding. We beand some-
thingws passing by {our buikd
ing)and then the crash, The
herd e which we were sitting
sturted trembling. .. Then we
came to the kbl {of the IBHK
scvomeacat on, and By Lthen
smoke hnd stiried seeping in
shde,” Khasat i eaid.
Ehasathya and his friend
then went ti the ground foor.

There was so much fire
el smoke thot we could no
s Al ng cleay When we
enme o, some vehides then
hacl enught fire. Anad then we
woere Iy kng 1o leave the place
thrnugh & safe pascge and on
the way wr fonnd asccority
man who was sifing on the
Erotsed Moor ona chalr, His
hands and hair wers burming

Webmsght him ©n sale place,”
Ehasatiya sald.

Aot her medical student,
Bhogimth Chumydn 0225, hod &
chose cnll whesn be hacd nes lefi
e imess bl kdiing after hanch
mabniiles before the arash

Chimveln, o finnl yeor SARRS
afudent, said, "1 Bad jus G-
At Eiby Buiiachy Al Wl Podigg
tomy hostel _when | heend the
ol astse,, 1akild
noel even im-
agine it couldbe
1 plie cersh,”

Vipul  Ahlr
1290, astudentof
Forensic Mecicine, mid, “Sonn
afterthe crash, 04 de pammernt
head had asked vs all toreach
the postmortem roem along
with our equdpmens ™ Hewns
el v [ carrying ool post-
morem of the dead bodizs.
“Even todday, if 1 close my eyves
1 cam e o badies b front of
! M o et wan o seesuich
ascens pgain ever” said Ahir

AIRINDIA CRASH
avear later

Sukalp Sharma
New Dl Rene 12

THE WA IT for ansassrsio whal
really caused the Alr Liodla
Aigha Al Lo oarash in Abme-
ifshnd on June 12 Ins yenr has
grown benger. The nvestign
Ho ko Llve Boetng THF-H acclk
et thit cnbrmec 560 Bves hos
not concluded vei and the
nalysis of the gatlvered evi-
ibeiice and varols tests i sril
o, the Abrmft Acdident Irmes-
tignthon  Bursmn
IAAIE) said on Fri-
day, the firs anni-
vorsmry of one of In
itin's WOIR -V
aviation disasters.
The probe agency nlsnassured
that I wes commimed w a
“thoroigh, e perdent oljec-
thee, nod evidence-bnsed” in-
vestipation, bus didn't com
ment o when the lnal repor
vl b released.

0 Friufay, the ATl issied
i inierbm seiement o0 the
progress of the probe, which s
presribed pnderintemational

We remain
committed toa

thorough, objective
determinationof the
causes of the accldent
and to further
enhancing aviation
safety.”

M MOFAN NAIDU,

CVIL KVUTION MINGTER

pormsil the Bnsl brvesigalion
reqort is nok eesdy wiithimn vear
ofthe nechient, Shorly efon
thee AMIE stnt emoni, Clvil Awh
ation Minister Ram Moban
Maidu posted an X that the
proke was sl on, conflrming
LRt Che Final report was sl
rlusive, Aconrding to officinls
i the know, the finnl report
v ek § lew mantivs meone
Coenplex air crash iovestiga-
tionscon, in some mses, ke
VOIS

"D the past year, the L
vesiigation eam has woder-

taken nmexiensive and mgor-
ool esgrin arom of all rekvan
technical operational, ongan-
Emtional ard humnn fotorsns
soctmed withhe socident, This
efMort bk bee o supported by
necredfited ropresentotives,
technbenl mivisers amd subject
nialter experts from relevant
organisations, Skmiffcint prog-
rews hins boon made in the
examinatben dnd analyais ol
aldall e, el dats pe-
comler, engine-related compo-
nents, madntemnce ond oper
ational records, and other
e idenoe rdevant to the inves-
Hgaehon,” the AAIB snki
“Theevidencegathomod nnd
the resuls of vadous examin-
b ions ane curentby being mma.
Fysed o compee bensive and
imtegratedmanner. fuddaional
technien] esaluntinns and
specinkint exnminnt bons,
w e ver consldered neces-
ary, will continue o be Under-
tnken o emsume thntall fndings
unid conchisions aresppored
Loy g Tl evlihe oo i s
scientilficanalysie_ " lnadded

Adcomlng oo theagency, the
linal repart will be relessad
wpim "completion of all inves-
tigathvencthitiesnrd the roguol
it Intermtional review and
comsulalion processes pre-
soribed imder™ Internntionnl
Civll Aviablon Srgnnizntion
LICAD) Anrex L3, but did nis
prroveide o timeline for the fGnal
ropet, 1GAD Annex 13 listsin
Cermuntiomsl slandards s rec-
oifiitienided fractices [oF ali-
cralt accident investigations.

*Ticlny, s we sk o yaar
& ince the Laggic Adt Indi FRght
AT nocid end, we remember
with profound sormow thoss
w b Josi thelr lves and extemd
our heartlefl comlolencs o
thedr fumilies and oved ones.
il o codEes
wiLh diligence and profEison-
nliEmineromisncewithestah
lished nntionnl and intema
Ehviul prscedures, We semaln
comanitted o athonough aml
objective determinution of the
cousss ol the sccident andto
Turhes enhancing aviathon
salery,” Makdu pested on
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Onc yearafter A1171

crash, questions persist

L'NE Rmaresd the firstanmiversary of the Adr IncEailight

Al 17 cnish, which clatmed 560 besin Ahmednhod: 240

af the 262 priople on board nnd 1% on the grovnd, Under

Anie eraatho sl s o s, e Sl EresTE o rapon
o s afr disaster should] be made poblic “as soon o possibie
nnd, if presshle, within 12 months”, While this timefine isna
Loy Bandting, 0 st lndes Adresalt Aceldeal Fvestign-
thon Bureid { AAE will need moee time o e leise B finas] fndinges
aboun the Boesng 757 Drsimlines that crashed Althe samestime,
the information in the puablic domaing, porticulndy the prefim
Eary Fepoit relkemss] on July 12 1850 vear, aises Soncers abot
Lhe banedlivgg of the cass.

Thefiest concem minies Lo the manner fnwhich the A B e
lemisend s prel lmnary’ pepodtr AT 1aan, s e, and wilout o
e D eling st whichauestions could be addsessed, e second
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Too much capital adds to
Air India’s turbulence

=

h g
-

OST CORPORATE turn-
arounds have similar
themes. New ownership,
an injection of capital,
rightsizing, capex, prod-

uct-revitalisation, and for the successful
ones— profitability. Just four years ago,

the fllip towards building an aviation hub
to challenge those in the Middle East and
Southeast Asia, thereby leveraging the In-
dian demographic dividend and the pre-
minmisation wave.

AirIndia’s goalsby March 2027 as partof
its transformation planhighlight targets for

SATYENDRA with thetransition rombeing a PublicSec-  fleet growth, market share, brand identity,
PANDEY tor Undertaking (PSU) to new ownership  innovation, andbeinga preferred employer.
under the Tata Group, Air India was sup-  But whatneeds tobe putfront and centre is
posed tobe that story. However, ithasbeen  thecustomer inevery way possible. Yes, the
amnything but. Indian consumer is demanding, yes, avi-
The airline continues to incursevere  ationisanexactingbusiness, andyes, the re-
losses, its reputationrequiresrepair,andas  turns on capital for airlinesare very hard to
wemarkthe firstanniversaryofthe horrific  deliver. But these are factstobeworked with.
Ahmedabad crash of Air India Flight 171, Notchallengestobe glossedover. And doing
where 241 people on board and 19 on the  thisrequires hard decisions that align the
ground losttheirlives, therearemoreques-  airline with the market reality.
tions than answers. Going forward, the Qight path for Air
All this while, Air India continuesto  India is anything but smooth. Elements of
struggle with culture, cash flow, and credi-  its strategy, such as the ultra-long-haul
bility. The elephant in the room isthat Air  flights, engineering challenges, and overall
India moved fromasituationof constrained  talentstrategy, requirea rethink. The airline
capital to abundant capital. Buttoomuch  has todeliver consistency, notexcuses, and
capital can be a curse. Becausetoomuch  the consumer has to be front and centre.
capital can inadvertently amplify chal-  There are no easy answers. Buying and fi-
lenges, and at scale. And capital creates a  nancingaircraft withthe backing ofthe Tata
false sense of security, which thenhascon-  Group was the easy part; delivering a comr-
sequent impacts. petitive cost structure, consistent product
The numbers speak for themselves: A and service, and operational excellence is
lossin excessof $2billion; anestimated 22 an order of magnitude moredifficult.
per cent-plus cut in capacity; and a wide There is an aviation adage that goes:
variationin net promoter scores highlight  "The three things that are of no use are the
a consistently inconsistent product. For  runwaybehind you, the altitude above you,
thoselooking beyond the numbers. thesig-  and the fuel still inthe truck.” For Air India,
nals are many. But those callingthem out  the focus has to be the here and now. The
are few and far between. The fact thatthe  past, the vision, andtheimpending product
airline is not able to turn a profitina  upgrades are not items that will move the
duopoly marketwhere it holdssignificant  needle. Similarly, market share, compliance,
. advantages is very telling, and seniority cannot outranksalety, consist-
Alossinexcess What makesthe Air Indiasituationeven  ency and reliability. A consumer cannot be
of $2billion; an  morecompelling isthattheairline’ssuccess taken for granted, especially intheinterna-
estimated 22 isnot only important forthe airline andthe  Honalsegment, where there are many op-
perc Ellt-phi g Tata Group but also forIndia’'sbroaderam-  tions. Assuch, thefirst goalfortheairline is
¥ 2 bitions. For one, strategic autonomy essen-  to enter consumers’ consideration sets.
cutincapacity;  tiallyincludesairconnectivity as acare pil- The good news is that Air India finds
anda wide lar. To this end, the country has asserted  itselfin the right market at the right time
variationin net itselt by not revisiting air service bilateral  andwithastrong parent company with pa-
agreements, a position that will be unten-  tient capital. But it has to be backed up
promoter able without a strong globalairline. withstrategic intent and executivecapital.
SCOres Second, Air India’ssuccesswilldemon-  One year after the crash, no Air India
hjgh[i ght a strate that PSUs can be privatised andde-  executive has held an official, in-person
consist Entj}’ liver a profit to the benefit of the exchequer  press conference to brief the public or
- . and allcitizens. Then thereistheelementof  answer gquestions about it
inconsistent jobsacrosstheskillspectrum, where a large,
pFDdll{!t successful airline can be a strong catalysL The writer s managingpartner at

$TheIndianEXPRESS

Finally, a successful global airline provides

Sat, 13 June 2026
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/80110657

AT-TV, anawviationfinance firm
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Questions still await answers one year
after Ahmedabad Al-171 crash tragedy

AAIRB reiterates commitment to transparent & evidence-based probe

OUR CORRESPONDENT

AHMEDABAD: Friday
marked the first anniversary
of the Air India Flight AT-171
tragedy, one of the coun-
try's worst aviation disasters
in recent years, On June 12,
2025, the London-bound Boe-
ing 787-8 crashed shortly after
taking off from Sardar Vallab-
hbhai Patel International Air-
port in Ahmedabad, claiming
numerous lives and leaving
[amilies devastated.

Marking the occagion, the
Adreraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) expresed
its deepest condolences to the
families of the victims and
acknowledged the enduring
grief of those affected by the
crash. The AATB noted that fol-
lowing the release of its prelim-
inary report on July 12, 2025,
tnvestigators have continued
an extensive and meticulous
probe into the cireumstances
surrounding the accident. The
investigation is being con-
ducted under India’s Aircraft
{Investigation of Accidents and
Incidents) Rules, 2017, and in

KEY POINTS

e Frldﬁ.y Gl SV e mw s
the tragedy, cne of the country’s worst
aviation disasters in recent yaars

# On June 12, 2025, the London-bound
Boeing 787-8 crashed shortly ofter
taking off from Ahmedabad, daiming
numerous lives and leaving families

devastated

» Marking the cccation, the Alrcraft
Accident lmvestigation Bureau [AAIB)
expressed iis deepest condolences to the

fomilies of the victims

FLEFIC

» It scid the fin
after the completion of all remaining
investigative work and consultations

al report will be released

accordance with the standards
laid down in Annex 13 of the
International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICACH).
According to the bureau,
data recovered from the air-
craft’s fight data recorder and
cockpit voice recorder has been
subjected to detailed analysis.
Investigators have also carried
oul examinations and test-
ing of alrcraft components,
engines and onboard systems,
while scrutinising maintenance
records, l;rpd:ml'lunal
dures and crew-relate

roce-
infor-

mation. The investigation has
involved experts from India
and abroad, with spl:c'lnli:il:s
contributing technical inputs
im various areas. The AATR said
all available evidence is btll‘.l._B
carefully evaluated and, where
NECEssary, additional expert
assessments will be under-
taken to ensure that conclu-
stons are based on verified facts
and sound scientific analysis.
Emphaﬁising the objec-
tive of accident investigations,
the bureau said the process is
atmed at enhancing aviation

safety by identifying contrib-
uting factors and recommend-
ing preventive measures, rather
than assigning blame. It urged
all stakeholders, including
the media, to avoid specula-
tion while the inguiry remains
underway. The AAIBR reiter-
ated its commitment o an
'Lndrpl:ndrnL transparent and
evidence-based investigation.
It said the final report will be
released after the completion
of all remaining investigative
work and mandatory consulta-
tions under ICAD procedures.



AIF’P! "Fx ¥ SAUIHUP#T Y OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST DELHIT 13 JINE 2026

Trauma lingers for UK families one year
after Air India crash that killed 260

Pravers and tributes marked the sombre first anniversary of the crash

LONDON: Families in the UK
continue to struggle with the
trawma of losing loved ones in
ome of the world’s biggest airline
dizasters, as prayers and tributes
on Friday marked the sombre
first anniversary of the Air India
Flight 171 crash.

The Boeing 787 Dreamliner
had 242 people, induding 12
crew members, on board when
it plummeted into the student
hostel and canteen building of a
medical college shortly after tak-
ing off in Ahmedabad on June
12, 2025,

The incident claimed 260
lives. Of those, 241 were passen-
gers and crew on board the air-
craft and 19 were an the ground.

Mohammad Shethwala, 28,
who lost his wife Sadikabanu, 24,
and their two-and-a-half-year-
old danghter Fatima is among
those struggling both emation-
ally and financially.

Based in London as a depen-
dent on his wifes visa, Sheth-
wala applied for an extension on
humanitarian grounds, but his
struggle was compounded when
the UK Home Ofhce rejected the
application.

Same families are being supparied through the legal process

“Mot only have 1 lost every-
thing, but now I am not even
being allowed the time to try
and cope with this mental
trauma. [ am not asking for set-
tlement rights in the UK. All
1 ask is a couple of years to be
able to move on in the country

where [ feel closest to the mem-
ory of my wife and child." said
Shethwala.

He is pursuing a judicial
review process but remains
unsure about what the future
haolds for him.

Some families are being sup-

ported through the legal pro-
cess, while an interim report by
Indias Afrcraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AATB) - which
was supposed to be released ina
year —is awaited. Keystone Law
in London, which is represent-
ing 25 British families who lost
loved ones on ATL71, said fami-
lies expect and deserve to know
why their loved ones lost their
lives, and the AAIB has a “duty
to be candid and honest about
the causes”.

“We are currently in ongo-
ing, productive, and confidential
negotiations with Air India and
their aviation insurers, led by
AIG, exploring full and fair set-
tlements under our High Court
rules here in London.

No money will ever bri
back these ?;"I.}rcd ones, b'ul:rij:-Iigs
a measure of the losses need-
lessly suffered by these families,"
said fames Healy-Pratt, Aviation
Partner at Keystone.

Stewarts, 3 London law firm
representing several bereaved
t':rE:Ee-s.. saiﬁ one year on they
are still waiting for “meaningful
answers. ghout how and why the
tragedy occurred. AGENCIES
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Air India may defer aircraft
deliveries, expansmn plans

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU ) Mew Delni

TO cut mounting losses in the
backdrop of several head-
winds, Tata Group-run Air In-
dia is looking to defer aircraft
deliveries. cut flights and post-
pone expansion plans. Aspera
Bloomberg report citing soure
s, Air India is in talks with
aircraft manufacturers Airbos
SE and Boeing Co. to slow
down deliveries of as many as
500 planes earlier ordered.
This, as per the report,
wiotild enable Ajr India to push
back the large payments due to
plane makers upon delivery
The carrier is reevaluating
plans to fly to new domestic
and global destinations, prun-
ing some routes and postpon-
ing launches at some airports
such as the new Noida Interna-
tional Ajrport (NLA), the people
familiar with the matter said.
Ailr Imdia last month an-
nounced it has temporarily re-
duced its international flight

capacity by 27%, cutting near-
v 145 weekly flights betwoen
June and August. The carrier
reduced up to 22% of its do-
mestic lights to cut costs.

Singapore Airlines” annual
financial statement revealed
AlrIndia’s losses stood at about
82 8 billion last financial vear
(FY25), its biggest annual loss
since the airline was taken over
by the Tata Group in 2022,

The losses have escalated Lo
record levels due to frequent
airspace closures in West Asia
and a permanent closure in Pa-
kistan since March last vear,
rising fuel expenses and the
impact of rupee fall against US
dollar. These challenges exac-

erbate the repercussions from
the tragic Ahmedabad (Flight
Al 171) crash on June 12, 2025,
whichresulted in 241 people on
board and 19 people outside
losing their lives.

Fridav (June 12 2028)
marked the [irst anniversary
of the deadlv crash. Mean-
while, the Alrcraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB)
stated that the probe into the
crash has entered its final
analysis stage. An Air India
spokesperson said the Bloomb-
org gueries were highly speco-
lative, and the carrier remains
committed to modernising its
fleet and carrying out its long-
term (ransformation plan.
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One year after Air India crash,
families still await answers

PIOMEER MEWS SERVICE
B New Dalhi

One year after an Air India
Boeing 787 Dreamliner
crashed shortly after takeoff
from Ahmedabad, killing
260 people In one of the
world's deadliest aviation
disasters in a decade, fam-
ilies of the victims are still
waiting for a definitive
explanation of what
brought down the aircraft
and the investigation to
reach its conclusion.
Flight Al7i, bound for
London's Garwick Alrport,
crashed on June 12, 2025,
less than a minute afier
takeoll from Ahmedabad,
killing 241 of the 242 people
on board and 19 people on
the ground when the air-
cralt slammed Into a
medical college hostel. The
accident marked the first
fatal crash involving a
Boeing 7&7 Dreamliner.
The anniversary comes
with India's Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureaw [AAIB)

yet to issue a final report,

which investigators had
been expected to complete
around the Arst anniversary
of the crash. Instead, the
probe has been delayed as
authorithes continue exam-
ining critical evidence linked
te the aircraft's GE
Aerospace engines and asso-
ciated control systems.
Investigators are expected
to issue a status update or
interim report, with a final
repart now likely within the
next three months, accord-
ing to people familiar with
the matter.

The preliminary report
released last year found
that both engine fuel
control switches moved
almost simultaneously
fram "RUN™ to “CUTOFF"
seconds after takeofl. stary-
Ing the engines of fuel and
causing a catastrophic loss
of thrust. The report,
however, stopped short of
assigning blame or identi-
fying the cause ol the
switch movement, and
Indian authorities have
repeatedly cautioned

against drawing conclu-
sions before the investiga-
tion is completed. The pro-
longed investigation has
fuelled speculation and
competing theores ranging
from technical matfunction
to human action. The
Federation of Indian Pilots
this week renewed its
demand for a judicial
inguiry and opposed the
release of any Interim
report, arguing that partial
findings could lead to con-
fusion and misinterpreta-
tion before the investiga-
thon is complete,

For Air India, the disaster
became the bigegest crisis
since the airline’s acquisi-
tion by the Tata Group and
threatened to overshadow
effores to rebuild its reputa-
tiod through an ambitious
fleet renewal and transfar-
mation programme.

Over the past year, Air
India and Tam Group compa-
nies have focused on com-
pensation, family assistance
and support [or the sur-
vivors and victims' relatives,
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Bomb hoax forces Delhi-bound
IndiGo flight from Ahmedabadto
makeemergencylandingat LKO

STATESMAN NEWSSERVICE
Lickernon, 12 Juirie

An IndiGo [light [rom
Ahmedabad to Delhi via
Lucknow made an emerg-
cocy landing at Chowdhury
Charan Singh Intemational
Adrportin Lucknowon Friday
due 1o bomb threat.

While the plane was in the
air, a tssue paper with the
word “homb” writlen on it
wits found in the toilet

The pilot then alerted Afr

Traflic Control (ATC) and
requested permission for an
cmergency landing,

ATC alerted airport auth-
orities andsecurily agencies,
then granted landing perm
ission. Flight 6E-2111 landed
al Lucknow Adrport at 11:15
am. All 180 passengers and
their luggage were then
disembarked. The checking
continued for about an hour
by the bombdisposal squad
and personnel from other
agenciesinspected the plane.
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A severed hand, a trauma lingers

Gandhinagar: A woman's
severed hand, fingers locked
tight as if pleading for help.
One year after the AI-171
crash, it's an image seared
into H.P. Sanghvi's memory, a
testament to the terror of her
last moments and also to the
trauma of the forensic scien-
tists tasked with identifying
the bodies.

The London-bound
Dreamliner crashed into a
hostel complex seconds after
taking off from Ahmedabad on
the afternoon of June 12, 2025,
killing 241 people on board
and 19 on the ground. One
passenger survived, Many of
the dead were charred bevond
recognition.

It fell to Sanghvi, director
of the Gujarat Directorate
of Forensic Sciences (DFS),
and his 38-member team to
painstakingly sift through the
biologlcal samples to identify
those killed as well as examine
the shattered electronic devic-
es pulled out from the ashes to
extract whatever information
they could.

At the end of 15 days, the
DFS team identified 142 vic-
tims. The days fused into night
as the forensic scientists put in
their all to fulfil the onerous

task in front of them. It was
also a personal challenge.
For Sanghvi, that image of
a severed hand is one he can’t
shake off. “It looked as if she
was pleading for help.... Even
now, a year later, we can only
imagine the terror of her final
moments,” Sanghvi said.
Recounting the emotion-
ally exhausting days, Sanghvi
said it was a round-the-clock
operation. He said he was
informed about the crash
through a mobile message
during a meeting at the DFS
headquarters in Gandhinagar,
the twin city of Ahmedabad.
Heimmediately recognised
the scale of the tragedy. The
directorate mobilised DNA ex-
perts from laboratories across
the state and rushed to secure
additional chemical analysis
kits and backup machinery.
As families and others
grappled with the magnitude
of the tragedy, the group of
38 forensic scientists in Gan-
dhinagar got to work. What
followed was an extraordinary
scientific and human effort
as the laboratory was flonded
with more than 180 biclogical
samples, many of which were
severely compromised due to
extreme heat and rapid burn-

A portion of the crashed
Air India jet juts out
of a building in Ahmedabad
on June 12, 2025

ing. It made the extraction of
viable tissue a monumental
challenge.

“The first samples arrived
after midnight, and our teams
managed to generate 100 DNA
profiles within the first 100
hours,” Sanghvi said.

The scientists, Sanghvi
recalled, isolated usable DNA
from severely burned tissue
that requires a delicate, 30-
step technical process. Often,

they found that the intense
heat had destroyed the cellular
structures, forcing scientists
to reset and start the process
all over again, “But our teams
stayed here 24X7," he said.
The dead were identified
through rigorous DNA analy-
sis. To hasten the process for
the grieving families waiting
for some news of their loved
ones, blood samples from vie-
tims" relatives were processed
using rapid DNA technology
that can generate a genetic
profile in just 90 minutes,
Matching the DNA was
complicated by the absence of
immediate kin. “Confirming
identity requires a 100 per cent
match. In many cases, only ex-
tended relatives were available
for comparison, which made
the matching process far more
complex,” Sanghvi said.
According to Sanghvi, the
disaster also taught him les-
sons that could be used in fu-
ture. “One of the Key lessons
from the experience was the
importance of proper coordi-
nation between medical per-
sonnel and the forensics team
in situ (Latin for in its original
place) to facilitate rapid sam-
pling and reporting,” he said.
PTI
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Tata Group tells Al to

focus on cutting losses

Carrier Looks To Reduce Flights, Go Slow
On Aircraft Delivery And Expansion Plans

(A for airomadft deliveries
cut flights and postpo-
Tie e pansldn plans after -
jority owner Tata Grodp in
structad the carrier to foeus
o reducing 188 recor josses.
aceording to people amiliae
with the matter

The changn in stratogy is
an abrupt plvot from an am-
hitlous growih plan, 00 e
fects the lass of confidenos
in an airiinee that sufforsd ®
fatal crash o year ago and has
ainee incurred anannoal ks
equiivilent bo about 81 billion
(s 3L S0 croreaprax b

The downsizing will in-
volveavariety ol effartsore-
duee costs Al India is in dis
cusskons with Airbus and Bo
wing to slow dovn daliveries
ol 85 many as 500 planes pre-
visisly ordered, said the peo
pbe, whaasked nog to be iden
tiftedd because the talks are
private Dolng sowould sakb-
T Adr Deufia b push beck the
lorge payamnts de fo plone
mnkers upan delivery

The carrker 1s also resva-
lunting plans to Iy o new div
mowest icand intornationn des-
tinations, praning some ro-
teg andl poctponing laumselyes
al some ilrpors, such as the
new Mobda International Alr
port, the people familinr with
the matier said.

Alr Indin’s comesd wmbi
tiome follva o serics of chal
lenges that hewve pushed ide-
ep Inta the red. The desidly
crksh last June, PaRistan el
sing s airspooe to [ndinm
carriers, nnd the war in Iran
have disrupted Qights, foreed
coslly mo-reiling s ditlven
up fael expenses, The wealk
Indlian rupes has also pdded
1o its finoncinl woss Sl

\ ir India is ok ing fode
i

misch of the aidine’s costs
ane indallnrs

The Tatn Group, which to
ok over the natlonal careber
im 2092, foaw wants Alr Iadia
o bempaer iks growth strategy
o focws on stabilising cur-
renl operatkons &l mple-
msent easd-ciuting meantire,
people fnmilinr with the mod
tersadd. Air Indinearlierthis
year antcimnces fight cots
due b the Iran war and air
spaceshutdowns

An Alr India spokespr-
sofk =AMl e Bloombery quie
ries were highly specualative,
andl the carrier remaknes com
mitted to mader nising its e
et and carrying out its kng
e trnnafocmmntion plan.

Tt uned Adrbias didn’ e
spond tn requests for com
menl. A Bosing spokesper-
st desclined bo comime)

The flag carrier, which
operates ifs namesake AirIn
din fulk-service airline and
livcoat o Al India Ex-
jiress, hins heen losing money
for more than a decade even
though revenus ond opem-

FLYING INTO A TURBULENCE
2 Changs in strabegy meflocts pilanes previsly ondered,
loss of confidence in an aidine enahling Air India to push back
hak Sulfered o fatal crash a vear  the lange payments due bo plans
ago and has since Pcurmd an ke ugon dielfeny
annual loss equivalerd B0 o u) i< aleg pruring some routes
Emm and pisbponing |aunches &t
» dir i i i discussions wigh 50 ArMOrts .
Arbus and Bosing to slow dows > The crash, Pakistan dioging s
tefries of & mary &5 500 airspace ti Indian carriers, and
e L the US-ran war have dsnupted
flights, forced costly rerouting
and driven up fusd expenses

= »Thewsak rupes also
added to its financial woes

Lions hove grown on the back
afl the country's strong eone
momic exponsion and sur-
ging travel demand.

Adr Intia prey b sly orde
red @ combdined BN aircraft
from Airbus amd Boeing du-
rlng 2023 amd 2024, amd [hen
pud im e orders sacly this
yeiur ns part of an nggressive
oot expansion. The bullk of
s deliveries are papecied I
20T ] 208, the people said,

Adrlines typically spread
aul payments for ks over go-
vern] waars, with the blggest
cash outlay — which can ke
abaut #0% of the purchase
price — coming when they
are handed over:

Adr Indin has accumiils
texl more thinn Bs 55,000 crory
(85,8 hillion} in losses sinee
the year 3022, with the red ink
becaiming & key cancern for
the boarmd of Toda Trusts,
which controls the Tata Sons
lakiling company that holds
the mafarily of Alr [ndla
Singapore Alrlines bought
a 35.1% stake in Alr India
2. moowoers
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STA STICS A slice of life in numbers

Int’l travel: Indian carriers close
the gap with foreign airlines

Indian airtines’ share of international operations rose to 46%
in FY25, up nearly 8 percentage points over a decade, Foreign
carriers still lead, carrying 54% of international passengers

160 Intermational passenger market share (%), Indian vs loreign carriers.
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India misses
deadline on Ahd
crash report

Mumbai: Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau relea-
sed no report on the Air In-
dia 171 crash on Friday, the
first anniversary of the tra-
gedy in Ahmedabad that cla-
imed 260 lives, It thus missed
International Civil Aviation
Organisation’s 12-month de-

»He lost wife, child, now
faces UK ouster, P 10
kBrit mom got remains
of someone else, P 10

adline for a final or interim
report, reports Manju V.
The ministry of civil av-
iation on Friday said signifi-
cant progress has been made
in the examination and ana-
Ivsis of aircraft systems,
flicht recorder data, and
engine-related components.

»Pilots’ body, P 10

Given the controversy, we didn
want interim report. Pilots bod

# Continued from P1

and the results of vari-

ous examinations are
currently being analysed in
a eomprehensive and inte
gprated manner... Additional
technical evaluations and
specialist examination,
wherever considered neces-
sary, will continue to be un-
dertaken to ensure that all
findings and conclusions are
supported by verified evi
dence and sound scientific
analysis,” the ministry said.
For decades. India had
honoured the 12-month dead-
line for fatal airline aceident
reports, but since the 2010 Air
India Express Mangalore ac-
cident, that trend has
changed. The final report in
that case was released in
2012, and the final report into
the 2020 Air India Express
crash in Calicut was released
13 months after the accident.
Under ICAOQ's Annex 13,
the whole purpose of an in-
vestigation is to find out the
causes in order to prevent a
repeat. The ICAQ, therefore,

r [ The evidence gathered

Lima Kadam

Families and frtends of 1.1 deceased crew members from Mumhal
gathered at a memorial service held in Bandra, Friday

recommends that if a final
report cannot be released in
12 months, an interim report
should be released to the pub-
lic on the anniversary, to be
repeated annually until the
final report isout. The Feder-
ation of Indian Pilots said it
had requested govt not to put
outaninterimreport. “Given
the controversy surrounding
the acecident, we requested
govt tonot releasean interim
report,” said FIP president
Capt CS Randhawa,

Two conflicting theories

one stating that the pilot
sabotaged the aircraft and
the other that the B787 suf-
fered afatal technical fault —
have been at the centre of the
controversy, " The interim re-
port will lead to greater con-
fusion and speculation. Such
an action could be detrimen-
tal to the investigations be-
ing done by AATB. Moreover,
sich a report cannot be con-
clusive duetofurther investi-
gations being carried out,”
said a letter sent by FIP to
govt early this week. The

London-bound AN crashed
immediately after taking
off from Ahmedabad airport
on June 12, 2025. Of the 242
people on board, 241 were
killed, and 19 aother victims
were from the ground at the
hostel complex of Ahmeda-
bad's B J Medical College
that the plane crashed into.
The closest international
parallel to AIITI may be Eth-
iopian Airlines Flight 202,
the 2019 Boeing 737 MAX
crash that killed 157 people.
Davs after the accident, the
B737 MAX was grounded the
warld over Ethiopia finally
released the final report in
Dec 2022, more than three
and a half years after the
crash. In an unusual re-
sponse, the US National Tra-
nsportation Safety Board
and France's Bureau of En-
quiry and Analysisissued se-
parate critigues, The NTSH
said the report shifted blame
away rom the airline and its
pilots while containing fae-
tual errors. It also said that
Ethiopia had issued the re-
portwithout letting NTSBre-
view newly added material.
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Tributes, grief, unanswered questions mark Al171 crash anniv

NEW DELHI, JUNE 12
One wvear after Air India
flight (AIITI} crashed

moments after taking off

from Ahmedabad, killing 260
people, investigators an Fri-
day said the probe had made
“significant progress”, but
stopped short of answering
the central questions that
have dominated the investi
gation since the tragedy,

In an interim statement
1ssued on the first annmver
sary of the crash, the Aircraft
Arcident Investigation
Bureau{AATB) said investi ga-
tors had carried out an “exten-
sive and fgorous examing-

tion” of tech nical, operational,
orgamisational and human
factors linked to the acadent.
However, the agency neither
disclosed fresh findings nor
indicated when the final
report woulld be released.

Expressing condolences, the
AATE said it stands with the
families and loved ones of those
who Iest theirlives and ackonowd-
edged the continuing pain suf
fered by all those affected.

The investigation is being
conducted under the Aircraft
{Investipation of Accddents
and Tncdents)Rules, 2017, and
in accomdance with the stan-
dards preserbed under ICAD
Annex 13, A preliminary report
was relessed onJuly 12 2025,

Family members of the Al1171 crash victims during an event organised
onthe first anniversary of the tragedy, in Ahmeda bad on Friday. s

The AAIB said the final
report would be released ondy
after completion of all inves-

tipgative activities and the
intemational review and con-
sultation processes mandated

under ICAO rules,

“The sole purpose of an acci-
dent irvestipgationis to enhance
aviation safety through the
wenfification of lessons and
safety recommendations, and
not to apportion blame or liahil-
ity "1t said urping stakeholders,
the media and the public to
refrain from drawing premsa-
ture conclusions.

Most notably, investigators
have still not explamned why
both enpgine fuel control
switches moved from the
*BUN" position to “CUT-
OFF" seconds after taleoff.

A wear later, investigators
have vet to indicate whether
the switch movement resulted
from human action, a technical

mafundtion, an  electrical
anomaly or some other factor

Families of victims, mean-
while, continue to await
answers and on Friday held a
prayver meeting in remem-
brance of their lost ones, The
relatmves renewed  their
demand for a permanent
memornial at the crash site,
opposing plans to demolish
the damaged BI Medical Cal-
lepe hostel buildings and rede-
velop the land. The anniver-
sary was marked by tributes
across India and the TTE

Air India emplovees also
observed a4 two-minute
silence, while families gath-
ered at the crash site to
remember those who died.
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