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32 airports
reopened for
operations as
ceasefire holds

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The Centre has allowed the
restarting of civilian opera-
tions from all airports that
were temporarily closed due
to the deteriorating security
situation.

The move comes after In-
dia and Pakistan reached an
understanding on a cease-
fire. The 32 airports are loc-
ated across the northern and
western parts of the country.

According to the Airports
Authority of India (AAI), ci-
vilian air operations have
now been allowed from these
airports with immediate
effect.

“It is recommended for
travellers to check flight
status directly with airlines
and monitor airlines’ web-
sites for regular updates,”
AAT said in a statement.

INDIGO’S OPERATIONS
In response to the develop-
ment, IndiGo said that inline
with the government direct-
ives, it will progressively
commence operations on the
previously closed routes.

“IndiGo has reopened its
flight bookings and resumed
operations starting today,
May 12, 2025, progressively
on select routes, beginning
with Delhi-Chandigarh,
Delhi-Jammu-Delhi  and
Delhi-Amritsar-Delhi. Over
the course of the next few
days, more flights will re-
sume gradually across the
network,” IndiGo said.

Besides, the airline said
that change and cancellation
fee waivers remain available
until May 22, for travel to
and from the affected
airports.

AIR INDIA’S PLANS

Onits part, Air India said it is
working towards “progress-
ively commencing” flights to
and from Jammu, Srinagar,
Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhuyj,
Jamnagar, Chandigarh and
Rajkot.
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32 airports reopen;
flight ops resume

IDEEP#K FATEL
Mew Deihd, 12 May

flights on key domestic

routes on Monday moming,
soon after the government
reapened 32 air |:r|:urt=. hat were
shut since May 7 in view of
border teqsions I:rom':en Imidia
and Pakistan.

Largest domesthc carrier
IndiGo on Monday resumed
operatlons on  the Delhi-
Charsdigarh, Dedbd-Tarmmu, and
Delhi-Amritsar roufes, widle Alr
India and itg low-cost arm Alr
Inddia Expressare “progressively”
requming services o citles,
inchuding Jamnou, Srmnagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amrtear, and Bhu).
Spicedet & aloworkdng o restore
Irs network from the affected alr-
ports. According o a notice
tmsaed by the Alrparts Autharigy
of India (AAT) 1o ainmen, all 32
alrpors were now open. “It is
Informed that these airpors ane
now available for civil abreraft
operatlons with Immediste
effect. It s recommendad for
travellers o check Might stamis
diirecty with airiines snd mond-
tor alrline webshies {or regular
updates,” the AAL sakl,

Alrpores in major citles, such
as Ambala, Amrirear, Bhuj,
Bikaner, Chandlgarh, Hindomn,

Il‘lllli.'ll] carrlers  resumed

o

IndiGo resumed services
on the Delhi-Chandigarh,
Dedhi-lammu, and Delhi-
Amritsar sectors, Air india,
Air India Express are
‘progressively’ resuming
operations to Jammu,
Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur,
Amritsar, and Bhuj

Jalsalmer, Janimm, Jammnagar,
Jodhpur, Leh, Ludhians,
Mundra, Porbamndar, Rajlot
(Firasar), Shirmla, and Srinsemar,
had remained shut since the
Bsunch of Operathon Sindoor. The
airports were initially shur until
My 10, which was later eatended
il May 15

Apcording to aviation indus-
ry sources, about 1500 Aights,

which were scheduled i operate
1o and from these 32 alrports
between May 7 and Monday
maorming, had iobe cancetied duse
1o the clostire.

On Monday, India's largsst
carrier IndiGo said that in lne
with the “latest govermnment
directives”, the alrports were
open for flight operations, “Ower
the course of the next few days,
mare fighrs will resame gradu-
ally across the network,” It men-
toned. “As services gradually
retlem to normal, theee may sl
e a few delays and lase-mimse
adjusrments. We sincerely sppre-
clate your patlence and undes-
standing as our teamns work dili-
gently o restore seamless
operations” the alrline sald,
adding that changs and canced-
larion fee walvers remain svail-
abile unil May 22 for traved o and
from the affected atrpors.

"Startimg T ETOW
(Tuesday), servioes will resume
on Hindon-Bengalur, Jammie-
Dedhi, Jammu-Srinagar, and
Srinagar-Delh] fLiThi N
Operationg o the Hindon-
Mumbal route are planned o
resume the day afier. The rein-
statement of other fights,
Inchading internations services
from Amrirsar, kexpected to fod-
low from May 15.° Alr India
Excpress said.
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Air services to resume at 32 airports

SWARA) BAGGONK AR
Mumbai, May 12

FOLLOWING THE MAY 10
ceasefire announcement, the
government on Monday lifted
the Motice to Afrmen (NOTAM)
foreachof the 32 airportswhich
were shut for cvilian use, These
alrports were to remain shut
from May 9 toMay 14,

Alrportsin Jamimi, Sanagar,
Leh, jodhpur, Amntsar, Bhuj,
Jammnagar, Chandigarh, Bajlkot
and all other affected airports
can operate like previcusly. Each
of these Airports Authority of
I ndia { AA1)-owned or Adl-con-
trolled airpornts are Indian Air
Force (IAF) bases also,

A blackout was reported in

Amrtsaron Mondayforcing an
IndiGoflightfrom Dethitohead
hack tobts orgin Flight mdar24
showed thatthe 6E2045 turned
backand landed in Delhi. IndiGo
did notcomment onthe matter.

Gong by the ticket booking
pageonthe portals aidineswene
yet to open bookings foreach
of these destinations, While
Chandigarh, Srinagar and
Amntsarhad fight connectivity

“Wewill commence
operations on previously
closed routes. As services

gradually retum to
normal, there may still be
a few days and last-minute
adjustments,” said IndiGo

_———————

from Monday itself, others like
Rajkot, Bhuntar | Kului) had no
booking options,

“These airports are now
fully operational for dvil air-
cmft movement swith mmedi -
ate effert; AAl sald in a release.
“Air India is working towards
progressively commencing
flights toand from Jammu,5n-
nagar, Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar,

Bhuj, lJamnagar, Chandigarh
and Rafkot. We are working on
bringing operations at these
airportsback to normal,"said an
Alr India release.

IndiGo, the country's large st
carrief, said, "We will progres
s vely commence o pemtions on
the previoudy dosed routes. As
services gradually return to nor-
mal, theremaystill beafewdays
and last-minuteadjustments”

“Our teams are actively
working to resume normal
flight operationsat theearliest,”
suda statement from Spicefet.

An estimated 1,000 cancd -
lationszin flights hashappened
since the launch of Operation
Sindoor in the early hours on
May 7.
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32 airports that were closed

now available for operations’

The Airports Authority of India (AAL on Monday
announced that civilian flight operations will
resume at 32 airports that were temporariby shut
last week in view of the military standoff
between India and Pakistan. Security measures
were enhanced, and at least 32 alrports in
northern and western parts of the country were
temporarily shut, “It is recommended for
travellers o check flight starus directly with
airlines and monitor airlines” websites for regular
updates,” the AAl said in a statement. pn
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Flight ops north of
Delhi see brief halt

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Airports Author-
ity of India on Monday announced
the resumption of civilian flight
operations at 32 airports across
northern and western India, but
temporarily suspended flight oper-
ationsnorth of Delhi after drones
were spotted above some border
districts,

An IndiGo Delhi-Amritsar flight
turned back toland in the capital.
This was the first scheduled com-
mercial flight to Amritsar since the
airport reopened. The flight 6E
2045 took off at around 8.26 pm
but landed back in the capital
around 9.15pm. Several other
flights also rerouted to avoid the
area. According to multiple AAT
officials, a blackout in Amritsar,
possibly due to suspected drone
activity, led the diversion.

The airline issued a statement
cancelling flights in several cities
scheduled for Tuesday citing safety
concerns.

Earlier in the day, a fresh Notice
to Airmen (NOTAM) was issued
for reopening the international
flight routes, thus lifting the
restrictions that were initially
imposed till May 10 and then
extended till 5.29am on May 15.

“Attention Flyers: reference

notice issued for temporary clo-
sureof 32 airports for civil aircraft
operations till 0529 hrs of 15 May
2025.1tisinformed that these Air-
ports are now available for civil
aircraft operations with immedi-
ateeffect,” AAl said ina statement.
The ministry of civil aviation, in
a separate statement, confirmed
that the temporary closure has
been lifted, and advised travellers
to“check flight status directly with
the Airlines and monitor Airline’s
websites for regular updates”.
On May 7, the government sus-
pended civilian flight operations
from the 32 airports across north-
ern and western India, including
Srinagar and Amritsar. AAI along
with other aviation authorities,
issued a series of NOTAMs
announcing the temporary clo-
sure of these airports for all civil-
ian flight operations. The suspen-
sion of operations followed India’s
targeted strikes on nine terror
bases in Pakistan and Pakistan
occupied Kashmir in retaliation
for the April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack which claimed 26 lives.
The decision toreopen airports
and routes was taken after the [AF
carly on Monday said “no activi-
ties” were reported in the border
areas. “The night remained largely
peaceful across Jammu and Kash-
mir and other areas along the

International Border. No incidents
have been reported, marking the
first calm night in recent days,”
said the IAF in a statement.

The IAF later advised AAI to
temporarily halt all flights northof
Delhi following reports of drone
sightings, AAI officials said. The
restrictions were withdrawn at
10.50pm.

Before the late night halt, some
airports reopened on Monday
evening, They included Mundra,
Jamnagar, Rajkot, Porbandar,
Kandla, Bhuj and Keshod airports
inGujarat; Jaisalmer, Kishangarh,
Jodhpur, Bikaner and Uttarlai air-
ports in Rajasthan; Adampur,
Ambala, Patiala, Bathinda, Hal-
wara, Pathankot, Chandigarh and
Ludhiana in Punjab; Srinagar,
Jammu and Awanti pur airports in
J&K; Hindon and Sarsawa in UP;
Kullu, Shimla and Kangra in Him-
achal Pradesh; and Thoise and Leh
airportsin Ladakh.

Air India Express said their ser-
vices will resume on routes includ-
ing Hindon-Bengaluru, Jammu-
Delhi, Jammu-Srinagar, and Srin-
agar-Delhi from Tuesday. “The
reinstatement of other flights... is
expected to follow from May 15,"
the airline spokesperson said.

An Air India spokesperson
asked its customers to wait for the
updates.
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32 airports, closed due
to India-Pak standoff,

tions,” IndiGo said in a statement. The

to resume operations

Airlines issue travel advisories

MUMBAL ! ris Auithi-
ity of Inelia (A AL on Momsday
ansimmiced thal civilian (Egh
operation willl reeme o 32

thal were temprarar-
ily shin bsst week in view of
the military siandolf between
Inclia and Pakistan

Airlines, mcluding Air
Indis, Airindia Express,
IndiCen asd Spacefet. pasniend
trave] advisories! updates
tir their customers fnllow-
iy, the opening of the civil
EEI“ npem from these
37 airports,

In a stalerment on Mon-
JJF. stale-owned AAL sadd
the 32 airports that were
closed for civilian aircrafl
operations il 0529 hours of
Mlay 15 are now available for
operalions wiitls irnmediate
elfect. "t is recommended
for travellers o check fight
slaius directly with Aidines
and muonior airlines’ web-
sibes for regudar apdates” the
slatement sid

Civilian ilight operations
froam the 32 asrports across

KEY POINTS

« Airfines isued travel
odvisories, updaotes
to their omtomers
following the
opening of the civil
flight operafions

“ It s recommendead
for travellers to
check flight staha
directly with Airfines
ond monitor airfines’
websites for rE\gl.ﬂur
vpdates’

northermn and western India,
ncluling Srinagar and Amrit-
=If, Were U Fruen My
9 1o May 15 The AAL HL.I:E
with other sviation authoritses
hail issied a sevies af Motsces
0 Airmoenn  (NOTAMS),
announcing  the  tempo-
rary closure of 32 airports
aicross nirthern and western
Inddia for all cvilian ﬂ.I'EI.I'I
operatinomd.  Caslinusd an P4

32 airports

Secierily measures were enhanced,
il it least 32 airparts in northern
and western parts of the country were
temporarily shut in view of the con-
flict between Indis and Pakistan. On
Saturday, India and Pakistan reached
an understanding o stop all firngs
and military actions on land, air and
se with immediate effect.

Adr India in a statement on Maon-
du!r' sabd, “Adr Indta will pﬂglﬂsi\lr]y
resume flights to and from Jammu,
Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar,
B, Jarnagar, Chandigarh and
Rafkot starting Tuesday, May 13° It
ilso satd that bookings for these sec-
Liirs dre now Opet.

Adr India Express, in a state-
mient, sabd it “will gradually reinstate
tlight operations from previously
closed arports, following the lifting of
NOTAMS by the mithorities”

Starting Tisesday, services will
restme on routes including Hindon-
Bengalury, Jammu-Delhi, Jammu-Sri-
gz, and Srinagar-Delhi, it added

Ohperations on Hindon-Mum-
bad are planned to resume the day
after, Atrlndia Express said, adding
the reinstatement of other Uights,
including international services from
Amritsar, i expected to follow from
May 15.

“Following the government direc-
tives, the recently closed airparts
are now available for atrlines opera-

Gurugram-based airline also said it
hiats reopened its flight bookings and
operations starting May 12,
;:lm-En:sah'rly omn select routes, 'bcgin-
ning with Delhi - Chandigarh, Delly
- Jummut - Delhi and Delhi - Amritsar
- Delhi. Over the course of the next
few days, more llights will resume
gradually across the network, IndiGa
said. Mennwhile, Spicefet in a travel
update said, *light restrictions 1o/
[rom Leh, Srinagar, Jammu, Dharam-
shala, Kandla & Amritsar have been
lifted” “Flights will resume soon, the
airline added. AGENCIES
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5 cloud-seeding
trials planned on
outskirts of city

EXPRESS NEWS SERYICE @ sawieti

IN & renewed bid to combat afr
pollution, the Delhl govern-
ment is preparing (o conduct
five cloud-seeding trials in the
com ing weeks, The irials Hkely
to begin by late May or June,
will involve alrerall dispersing
chemicals Into roln-bearing
clouds in an attempt to artifi-
cially induce minfall, a method
lmown as cloud-seeding.
Approved by the Delhil eabl-
net on May 7, the project comes
with o budget of $3.21 crove, ine
cluding ¥2.75 erore for the trialy
themselves, 55 ladkh per trial,
and & one-time setup cost ol 266
lakh for loglstics, equipment
calibration, and preparatory
work. Each trial will be con-
dueted on a separate day, de
pending on sultable weather
conditions and clond availabik
ity Officials said that If favonr
able conditlons persist. the fwe
operations may be completed in
quick sneceasbon withina week,
or at intervals af a8 day o twa,
An aflicial from the environ
ment department aald the air
craft will operate for about one
to one-and-a-hall howrs during
each trinl. While the precise lo
cations have not been Onalised,
the operations will be carried
out on the outskirts of Delhi,
keeping safety and alrspace

constraints in mind. “Flights
will not iake place over Luty-
ens' Delhl or near the lndira
Gandhl Internatlonal Alrport
due to safety and re pulatory re
sirictions,” the official said

He added that [IT Kanpur, the
technical lead on the project, is
assessing scientilic and logisti-
cal factors to determine the
most suitable locations for the
seeding operations, Clowd-seed-
lng involves dispersing sub
stances such as allver lodlde
into clowds to encourage con
densation, which can lead to
rainfall f meteorologleal con
ditions are conducive

While the technique has been
used in variows countries, it ef
lectiveness remains 8 subject of
mgoing scientific scruting The
Delh] godrernment 18 currently
in the process of securing no-
objection certificates (NOCs)
from 13 key apencies. including
the Dhiread orat @ Geneml al Clvil
Aviation (DGCA), the Airports
Anthority of Indis{AAl). and
the Mindstry of Defence.

"This is ascientific intervern-
tion aimed at improving alr
quality during critical poliu-
tion periods,” said Delhi Envi
ronment Minister Man) indar
Singh Sirsa. "It comploments
our broader efforts, including
ronind- the-clock alr quality sur
velllance,” he added.
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32 airports, shut due to conflict,
reopen for flight operations today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE a0 Mew Dellby

THEMinistry af Chvil Aviation
on Monday declared the re
sumption of flight operations
I ther 32 sl rports shutafter Op-
eration Sindoor However, the
airlines will begin running the
Mights Inaphased manner The
alrports were supposed o re
main deosed until May 15

The minlstry sald, “Tempo
rary closure of 32 airports
for civil aircralt operations
till 05:29 hrs of May 15 2025
huas been Lfted. These alrports
are now available for eivil air
craft operations with immed|
ate effect.”

The statement added, “Trav-
ellers are advised to check
flight status directly with the
Alrlines and monitor the air
lines' websltes for updates,”

Eadier, the Alrports Author
ity of India issued a Notice to
Airmen (NOTAM) giving the

—— - e e ——
e | T, v oy

poddy | WSS | s

iereen slgnal for the move,

AAT had directed the closure
of 24 airports in Northern and
Western Indla for commereial
operations in the aftermath of
India’s strikes on Pakistan and
Pakistan-Oceupled Kashmir
On May 8, 8 revised NOTAM
added «ight more airports to
the 1ist

The followling were the alr-
parts shut: Amhalas (Haryana),
Hindon (ITF), Naliva (Gujarat),

Sarsawa (UP), Uttarlal {Hajas
than), Srinagar, Awantipur &
Jammu (J&K), Amritsar, Chan-
digarh, Ludhiana. Patiala,
Bathinda, Adbampur Halwam
& Pathankot (Punjah), Bhuntar
(Mso known as Knllu Manali),
Shimila Kangra(also known as
Dharamshala or Gaggal air-
part; Himachal Pradesh), Kis-
hangarh (Rajasthan), Tholse &
Leh{Ladakh), Mundra, Jam na-
gar, Hirasar {(or Rajkot), Por-

handar, Keshod, Kandla & Bhug
(Gugarat) and Jaisalmer, Jodh
pur and Bikaner (Rajasthan),

Aldrlines have now begun is-
suing advisories to their cus
tomers. An Indigo release sald
that Oights are gradusally re-
suming as airports reopen.
“With the recently closed air
ports now available for airline
operations, we have progres
sively resumed Qights starting
today May 12, Ma25."

Afr India said: "Following &
notification from aviation au
thorities on the reapening of
airports, Alr India is working
towards progressively com-
mencing Nights to and from
Jamumu, Srinagar, Leh, Jodh-
pur, Amritsar, Bhuj, Jamnagar,
Chandigarh and Rajkot.”

Spicejet’'s update read:
“Flight restrictions to/from
Leh, Srinagor, Jammu, Dhar-
mashala, Kandla EAmritsar
have been Lifted
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Delhi to conduct sucessive

five cloud-seeding trials

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Defhi

elhi will conduct five cloud -seed-

ing trals, each on a separate day,

with flights aperating for about
one Lo tme-an&-a- hall hours for inject-
ing chemicals into clouds.

Officials said the trials could be con-
ducted in quick succession, possibly
within a week, depending on weather
conditions.

“If suitable weather is observed, we
muay conduct all five trials within a week
or with gaps of a day or two. The sched-
ule will depend on cloud availability,
they said.

Cloud-seeding, also known as artificial
rain 15 a techoique 1o induce rainfall by
d.isp-ﬂ'.liing Epﬂ:i.l\ll_' substances into clouds,
which eventually leads to rain if other
weather conditions are favourable.

An official from the Environment
Department, who requested anonymity,
tald to media that the locations for the
trials have not been finalised yet.

OT Kanpur, which is leading the
experiment from planning to execution,
will select the sites based on varous sci-
entific and logistical factors. He added
that the trials cannot be conducted with-
in the city, including Lutyens' Delhi or
near the Indira Gandhi International

Adrport, due to safety and airspace
restrictions. Therelore, the operations will
tabe place on the outskirts of Delhi, where
meteorological conditions will also play
a key role,

The official said that during each
trizl, an aircraft will operate for one to
otie-and-a-hall hours, and the exact
schedule will be finalised soon, with the
first trdal likely to be conducted by the end
of May or June.

In a fresh push to combat air pollution,
the Delhi cabinet on May 7 approved a
proposal to conduet five cloud-seeding
trials, with a total project outlay of ¥3.21
crore. This mr.lud?:a 7275 crore for the
trials (¥55 lakh per trial) and a one-time
setup cost of 766 lakh for equipment cal-
ihration, lugls.ljcs, and preparatory worke

The government is in the process of
abtlaining no-objection certificates
(NOCs) from 13 key departments,
including the Directorate General of Civil
Awiation, the Ministry of Defence and the
Airports Authority of India.

“This is a scientific intervention aimed
al improving air quality during critical
pothution periods. It complements our Al-
based monitoring and 24x7 surveillance
efforts,” Sirsa said, reaffirming the gov-
ernmeénts commitment to providing
clean air to Delhi’s residents.
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Hindon civil terminal
reopens for flights

Ghaziabad: Flight services from Hindon
civil terminal to Kishangarh, Adampur,
Nanded, Ludhiana and Bathinda routes will
commence on Tuesday as Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI)lifted the embargo on com-
mercial operations from 32 airports. In a di-
rection to carriers, AAI, in its statement re-
leased on Monday, said, “Alrports are now
available for civil aircraft operations with
immediate effect.” In the wake of military
confrontation with Pakistan, AAI had or-
dered a temporary closure of these airports
from May 7 to 15. Flight services are availa-
ble on 12 routes from Hindon civil terminal,
which uses the IAF base’s runway. Tnn
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Delhi airport: 97

flights cancelled

NEW DELHI, MAY 11

New A total of 97 flights
were cancelled from Delhi
due to airspace restric-
tions in 32 airports in
northern and west-
ern sectors on
Sunday Out of
these one interna-
tional departure
was cancelled.

GMR-DIAL said
the Delhi airport
was operating normal-
Iy though due to changes
in airspace dynamics and
increased security meas-
ures some flights sched-
ules and processing time
at security checkpoints
might be impacted.

All airports have added
an extra layer of security
in the wake of a tense

border situation. The
DIAL has also advised
passengers to allow extra
time for security checks
due to the heightened
measures and cooperate
with the airline and secu-
rity personnel for
smooth facilita-
tion.

Despite the
announcement of
a ceasefire
between India and

Pakistan the dual

use airports in the for-
ward area are still not
operational and will
remain out of bounds for
civilian use for some
more time now sources
said, As many as 52
domestic departures and
44 arrivals, and one inter-
national departure were
cancelled.



AIRPL}HFSAUIHUH#T ¥ L?F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIEK JAGREAN DELHI 13 MAY: 2025

32 Elg 31SSI W 3 R 4 I

7% fowell, v e s
yifEEa § wed faom & A
Tfrs famm oft=em & fao
32 FAR =S W A =Y
I &2 T F Hod 9 T
o ¥ e w o
21w i wfrEm F W
e o ol e e e
Ttes sl = aieaes
T v =) W war s
w3 Hiar # we e
Tl sEel W oswedt w9 A
@ # # oaEh s J s
oS W HEE 0529 99 9% &
forg, Fraifea = 7 1w,
W T ASE AieE faEe
uiamE % o Iwemes w6
g 4 U famta
FHE-ATAT T S T | A
fom uft=rea & fom 32 wang
el W sruE =Y 61 AT W
fe T oW 3w e
A ¢ T § el =2 am
A e 8 AT TEE
e % fau e #
A F wew o o
&ﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ
et # W SR
wrie & fAau vwwma W
daangel vT A wd |

fereft frum  dfem  wish
e (geiag)
5= W AT T &
15ﬂ§aﬂiﬁﬂﬂ‘a‘as|=if

o HRd-U g & aod
T @ e ofere

o BRI © YeliE-vae
ol dawsel W A v

Emmﬁ’r&mwmw

m?ﬁmmamg
(TR ), Wi, TG, Jov]

WAl (TR ), <, R, T,
Hicrn, TeEI, Tieie, TRees,
JIIE (B ), R, e,
s, g 3 sovens su

F HEEE W AeEE O 3
e w1 e e e,
AT % wdE A6 vEE &
FR I, AW, TE T
10 ¥/l F I=H HFEE = 9
¢ T =T vawE § wedir
A T ISH F TG W A
T 1| HEE | I3 I w6

E:Iuamﬁss:rwﬁtﬁww

ﬂ‘lmisﬁiwa;aﬂtqﬁsﬂa
fir weRe ¥E el W uE
# Wt U amow, 9w a
A T R W w6

ffm M | wEE uTde



AIRPL}R ISAUT HOF?H’? UF iNUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

E5 DAINIK JAGRAN DELHI L3 MAY 2025

3ATSOTI3NTE TRUIE TR ¥l IS F=Ter,
iﬁmﬂmﬁﬁaﬁaﬁﬁswgﬁw

AR e, 75 et

o i ey (SR
w1 arEye fde o
15 W ah w® A W IIE A
ToaH i 7ok 799 § 986 %4
femm TP ElE AR % T
:rﬂﬁma:mamw CiEycy
*IE WA 5 FEd # 35H AEER
w W T W TEEE e T
& Fer % 10 el % S T
W F U W A0 TR W
il 1 = g s
AT, S 2 W 9
i 741 i 7F AR 1 AT g
fem =i 9% W A S A
T T R gE g T
frz = 9= 9 =3 o 3
T A W, 9 ST O W
T el T TE T T o1 A 7
feeaiey 9 =1 41 39 T 9 UEE
T w9, 2 ERIE e F

36 I8 | fiea, 100
o fem T '

R W 26 ¥R I Y
i ad B, v o 3gm v
21 & 718 | 1, e 39 3
C i B R e T
T2 3 v & ¥ e | e
T TIeT 53 35 0 TIR0E 9
T3 WA T0A 47 A T
fem 7 |

o i 35w E

=, 1 #ud A E ar d
THF FAAFA A O T AeE #
e 5% # S | U gEE
3 T B OmEr W AR

o ¥ fee e |
& 8 S I3 Ha
TR TAeT, Tieams :

T YA B I3 TR T R
T o1 | TR & 32F A
&) F | EEH WRE A e
o 2pefed TR, SRR,
AL, fER e FEE E e
ToRe IE e B A ©
o TR 14 WE T A s
T, Epi], AW, e,
WIER, O, S A IR &
fef weiEe 15 4 A g el
f&E= v 9 fafi A
T 3 T 14 T & fam
EEEE: A

TATTE | TR TR T A4 a
fera e o, R AT % T ARt
7 R W A e 33E A
FZH F TR T @ A A1



AIRPUR I'SAUT HORITY QF iNL‘»‘lA

Corporate Communications Directorate

ES DATINIK JAGEAN

DELHI

13 MAY 2025

32m§mwﬁwgﬁ§€wﬁtﬁa€ﬁ

7% feoell, weaans : WA & TR
4 dud W & = T EEE
uitae & o 32 waR s =
Al =9 1 H9 74 F T A
AR W § R w1 e
& 9a i A & s e
% gen 3 gal u2d WA
1 e Y T e O 2 3
of| VIR BEk 95T Wi 4
HiHaR 1 @l & gaE @52 Hi
sl w9 4 sl w0 & Al
y& & 15 W F1 AW 0529 7
T % fou Feiim # T dn
T, W 4 TR e ARE
o uftaem F fan e di

niftEAm 3 0% a9 e
T FE wE E | A e
yitare & T 32 TR EEl =i
et 9 W W o R T
72 gfan fen = & 3 gan
WEE ¥ aeEE WO W S
A s % g swe £
Al & gene & snAl 2 A

AT o TR
mmaﬂiﬁ fafim s & maﬁasﬁ
TS MBS W fér mrreTEa o aere, i it mfri
ufae= 3w R lﬁmmm o ot Ao IEE
T

RIS e O

i H

e R e 1 S gu
alda, v, S, ddve, 2o,
fiE, o, SR, IR,
FER, e, T | T,
i, Wﬁ.ﬁmfﬁh
i, i, g, A, e,
Ui, U, T | 2N,
T, Fen, iR, digy iR
FRETE £ATE WS I AFINS J8H
i i T U =T e e ) o

T el O 33 =) Rl .
g = 2t Fafaa amee & fan
UGAEEA S dadEe] W e |
(geliemg) @ WEE W
v i & FEm o1
a6 15 i T 3IE A HEER
# dedlel 9aE 8 s 1 By

ffza e @ Wit mwd
T IEE W W R fE T o
HeEr 8 33 3 d
F2a uad 4 duear £ Fae

ﬁmﬁmmﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁm
O W | wE 92 IAE, 98 g
WEHE UEdE T A @ ey
1111#1 WRE H HWEaR

3l simerA A
mm%ﬁﬂﬁlaﬁrﬁ i
dherar @ wite 226 91 & s



AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF iNDiA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES DELHI 13 MAY 2025

IN THE LINE OF FIRE NO DRONES IN THE SKY, NO MISSILES ON THE GROUND, LIFE WILL CARRY THE SCARS THOUGH

India Unlocks the Skies, 32
Airports Resume Operations

Airlines, authorities working to ensure smooth transition back to normal functioning

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Indiaon Monday re-
opened 32 airports across north
and northwestern paris of the
country that were closed due to
airspace restrictions following
the conflict with Pakistan.
Airports which reopened in-
clude Srinagar, Jammu, Chandi-
garh, Leh, Bikaner, and Amrit-
sar, airport authorities said.
This follows approval from the
Indian Air Force to resume ope-
rations following the ceasefire
between the two nuclear armed
nations announced on Saturday.
“Attention flyers; referencenotice
issued for temporary closure of 32
Airports for civil aireraft opera-
tions till 05:29 hrs of May 15, 2025, It
is informed that these airports are
now available for civil aircraft ope-
rations with immediate effect,” the
Ajirports Authority of India, which
operates these airports, said.

However, Amritsar and Chandi-
garh airports were shut again at
around 9 pm after both the cities
announced blackouts following
dronesightings in Srinagar,

Alrlines and airport authoriti-
es are now working to ensure a
smooth transition back to nor-
mal operations. including reallo-
cation of slots, staff deployment,
and crowd management.

IndiGo, which has flights to al-

v 8, | T |
follows ! alrspace
approval (] still shut
fram ndian IndiGo said there may still be delays for Indian
Air Force and last-minute adjustments airfines

1,000 flights

cancelled in the last four days

were

most all the airports, said there
may still be delays and last-minu-
te adjustments when it restarts
flights. Close to 1,000 flights were
cancelled in the last four days af-
ter these airports were shut for
commercial operations.

Alr India Express said it will
start flights on Tuesday on routes
such as Hindon-Bengaluru,
Jammu-Delhi, Jammu-Srina-
gar, Srinagar-Delhi, and Hin-

don-Mumbai.

However, Indian airlines opera-
ting international flights to the
Gulf and the West continueto fa-
ce disruptions as the PaKistan
airspace remains shut for them,
forcing these carriers to take
longerdetours,

Air India's services to North
America have been making tech-
nical stops at Vienna and Copen-
hagen touplift extra fuel.
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Sena Wants
Turkish Firm
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Erumely airport: govt. seeks
to speed up land acquisition

Aimed at expediting land acquisition for the
Sabarimala greenfield international airport, the
authorities will soon open a special tehsildar
office in Erumely or Kanjirappally in Kerala.
Official sources said a special tehsildar too would
be appaointed for coordinating the acquisition
process, An office of the general land acquisition
tehsildar under the Revenue department had
already launched proceedings [or a detailed
survey of land.
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Airports reopened in
India after ceasefire
with Pakistan

India reapened 32 airparts on
Monday following a weekend
ceasefire that ended the waorst

fighting with neighbouring Pakistan since
1339, The Alrport Authority of Indla sald
the 32 airparts — from Srinagar in Kashmir
to Bhuj in Gujarat —were available for civil
operations "with immediate effect”. i
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All 32 shut airports

reopen; flight to
Amritsar returns
amid blackout

IndiGo cancels today’s flights to Amritsar,
Jammu, Chandigarh, Leh, Srinagar, Rajkot

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

FOLLOWING the ceasefire under-
standing between India and
Pakistan, New Delhi on Monday
lifted the tempaorary closure of
vanous airports in parts of north-
ern and western India, making
them available for regular civil
flight operations.

Amid the major escalation in
tensions with Pakistan last week,
India had announced a tempo-
raryclosureof 32 airports for avil
aircraft operations till 5:29am
May 15, according to a series of
Motices o Airmen | NOTAMs) is-
sued on Friday by aviation au-
thorities. Those NOTAMs were
cancelled Monday moming with
immediate effect.

Airlines said they were work-
ing to fully restore operations to
and from the affected airports,
with two IndiGo flights from
Delhi to Jammu and Chandigarh
operating on Monday evening,

Initially, IndiGo had an-
nounced the resumption of Delhi-
Chandigarh, Delhi-Jammu and
Delhi-Amritsar flights from
Monday evening. While the
Delhi-Jammu and Delhi-
Chandigarh flights operated with-
out a hiccup, the airline’s Delhi-
Amritsar flight turned back to the
Capital midway after a precau-
tionary bladkout was enforced in
Amritsar and afew other areas of
Punjab,itisleamt. The airline did
not comment on the reason for
theflightdiversion, but cancelled
Tuesday's flights to and from
Jammu, Amritsar, Chandigarh,
Leh, Srinagar, and Rajkot “in light
of latestdevelopments”.

Theclosure of the 32 airports
led to cancellation of over 300
flights a day, industry sources
said. IndiGo, which is the coun-

$TheIndianEXPRESS

try's largest airline, alone saw
over 160 flight cancellations aday
due to the airport closures.

The affected airports included
Srnagar, Jammu, Leh, Amritsar,
Chandigarh, Ambala, Ludhiana,
Jodhpur, Bikaner, Jaisalmer,
Uttarlai, Rajkot, Bhuj, Jamnagar,
Dharamshala, Bathinda, Patiala,
Pathankot, Shimla, Kishangarh,
Hindon, Porbandar, Mundra, and
Kandla, among others. Barring a
few, the majority of these aliports
are located in defence airfields,
with some seeing only a handful
commercial flightsa day. Forthe
past few days, there was almost
nocivilian aircraft activity north
of Delhi —with the exception of
Dehradun — and in much of
Rajasthan and Gujarat, where
some of the sensitive airports
close to the India-Pakistan bor-
der and key Indian Air Force sta-
tions are located.

Among other airlines, Air
India Express hasannounced the
resumption of flights on four
routes — Hindon-Bengaluru,
Jammu-Delhi Jammu-Srinagar,
and Srinagar-Delhi — from
Tuesday, and Hindon-Mumbai
flight from Wednesday.

In its press statement, Air
India Express said; "Air India
Express will gradually reinstate
flight operations frompreviously
closed airports, following thelift-
ing of NOTAM s by the authori-
ties... Thereinstatement of other
flights, including international
services from Amritsar, is ex-
pected to follow from 15th May."

Its parent Air India said that it
will “progressively resume flights
to and fromJammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhuj, Jamnagar,
Chandigarh and Rajkot starting
Tuesday”. Budget carrier Spicejet
said that its teams were “actively
working to resume normal flight
operations at theearliest”,

Tue, 13 H.ay
https://epa
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Indiareopens 32 airports after
ceasefire with Pakistan

New Delhil: India reopened 52 abrpsorts on Monday following a
werkend cewseflne that ended nhe worst Tghung with Pakistan
slnoe B The Adrport At horisy ol Tndissakd the 32—fiom Son-
agar in Jammmn end kashodeo Bha) i Gujarm —were now avails-
Dl frsr vl exprewantions *withydemenediate offect ™. They wore chosed
last week after Derce fizhting erugeed between udio and Pakistan
For Four doys. AFF
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Small private airports’
capex may rise 50-60%
annually over next 3 yrs

Capex at large pot airports will see
a decline during the same period

MUMBAL Capital expenditure
{capex) of small private air-

is expected to rise 50-60
ﬁnr-g:nt .nnnpﬂu.dh over the next
three years, driven by capac-
ity n:xp-a.nsiuan on account of o
substantial increase in terminal
utilksation levels, ratings agency

Crisil said on Monday.

On the other hand, capex
at large private airpons will
SC 4 ﬁ:ﬂl’il‘t dumlrgF:Jl'u: same
perind, as much of the capac-

ansion has been com-
;Lt o nearing completion,
itadded.

However, the overall capex
of private airports will stig
dnfv d.u‘wun;l';'pfﬂ— [5per ttbll'lj-!ldu’;
around s 40,000 crore over the
next three vears, as per the rat-
ings agency.

Crisil said its analysis is
based on the capex of 11 oper-
ating private girports and two
s00M-to-be-operational pri-
vate airpaorts, which together
account for more than 95 per
cent of Indias private airport
pRsSEIEY 3

Far this study, small private
airparts are classified as those
with capacity of less than 20
million passengers per anmum
and |ﬂcﬂ::d ?l?cﬁ.hmdahp ad,
Guwahati, Jaipur, Trivandrom,
Mangalore, Locknow and Goa,
while the large private airports
are classified as those with maore
than 20 million passengers ar
located in Delhi-MCR, Mum-
bai MMR { Mumbai Metropol-
itan Region ), Bangalore and
Hydermbad.

Capex at small private air-
paorts will be up 50-60 per cent
an gverage in fiscals 2026-2128
compared to the previous three
fiscal years. This will be driven
by capacity expansion due toa
substantial increase in terminal
utilisation levels, Crisil said.

On lhn:a-'l.h:‘.r hand, capex at

ﬁn Tm will seea
e during the same period.
as much of thc capacity cxpan-

sion has been completed or ia
nearing completion.

“Small private airports are
expected to embark on a sig-
nificant expansion of up to 1.5
times their current base by fis-
cal 2028 This is in response
to escaluting travel demand
and moderate capacity on the
ground.” said Ankit Haku,
Director at Crisil Ratings.

Strong demand ing to
recovery of air traffic move-
ment has vielded a remarkable
compound annual growih mte
of around 45 per cent in pas-
senger traffic at small private

irports between fiscals 2023
mﬂ]&

However, capacity growth
at these airporis has been rel-
atively duggish, with a mad-
est CAGR of around 20 per
cent over this period, result-
ing in terminal utilisation lev-
els increasing from around
60-90 per cent and a need o
build additional capacity, Haku
added.

In contrast, large private air-

rts are ctid b see 8 5
F-n.iiﬁn:ant rﬁmﬂnn in cnpactlg:,
addition, following substantial

ansion over the past three
years, which has absorbed high
trathic growth and kept termi-
nal utilisation stable at 80-85
per cent, Crisil said.

Additionally, greenfield air-
paorts are set to become oper-
ational this fiscal year, with
minimal capl't:l] expenditure
requined ?umg forweard. Their
strategic locations in or near
tier-1 cities minimise off-take
risk, enahling 2 smooth ramp-
up of passenger and cargo vol-
L. AGINIIE
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Drones sighted in Jalandhar, blackout
in Amritsar, airport temporarily closed

HARPREET BAIWA O Crandgah

DROMNES were reportedly
sighted late Monday evening
over Jalandhnrand Hoshiarpor
In Punjab, and a survelllanes
drone was brought down in
dalandhar

A blnekout was enfreed o
night in Amritsar, Hoshiarpur
and parts of Jalandhar dis
iricts. The Amritsar Interna
Honal Ajrport has been iempo-
rarilyclosed for civil operat lons.
It reapened thils morning. An
Amritsar-bound Might Trom
Delhi was asked toturn back

Sources claimed a drone
sight ing near Sura Nussa inJa-
lindhar: near the Indian army's
ammunition depot. Another
sighting was reported in Unchi
Bassi, between Mukerian and

Dasuyva in Hoshiarpur district,
on the Jammu national
highway

Eleciricity was immedisialy
switched off in some parts of
Jalandhar eity, Dasuya, and
Mukerian, An air-raid siren
wos sounded In the border

city of Amritsar followed e

i
i

by a hlackout,

An IndiGo Delhi- Speitas
5

Amritsar Olght that

was on its way to the 3
holy city from the na- 9
Uonal eapital refurned to
Delhi. A few other commer-
cial flights were rerouted to
ovold overflylng that area. The
IndiGo Night, which had taken
off from Delhi at .26 pm, End
ed back in Dedhi around 9.15
pm. Sources sail the Amritsar
airport has reporiedly been

closed until further notice.
Jalnndhar DC Himansho Ag
garwal wiote on X T have been
informed that the Armed forees
browght down one surveillnee
dmne at around %30 pin near
villape Mand, ™
Meanwhile, Hoshiarpur
Deputy Commissloner
Aashika Jaln said, “We
got information around
B:30 pm that some ob-
jerts were spotied in
the sky, and this infor-
mation 1& still under ver-
ification, What kind of ob-
jecis were those? The armed
forecs are engaging with them.
The hlackout 18 in foree until
further orders ™ Amritssar DC
Sakshi Sawhney, asked the peo-
ple to switch off lights and
move away from the windows



AH?PLHxFSIHJIHCHHIIEJFiNLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVEHARAT TIMES

DELHI

13 MAY 2025

32@@2‘@@ {vl@lElTQ

Il.u'ﬂaﬁhjggm

s T e TR AT A

g i T e 32 e v )

TH-TEEE e F O e
Fig T B 9 e

MM F A T A S A [

s wiEaT TR e
T 3 9 F oy ol e ool
32 T v Mew ¥ fom @i
fom | T o T apdifE i
TEA ( AAL) A TR TR O
F & o NOTAM =0 fFm g,
o T T2 3 T | e
1w ¢ i o iR e

mmﬂr&wﬁmd
] wiha ¥ wrg = fm

T wpl o e e oe
BP0 T e w6 8w e
o T T e

o i afEEE F 49 om
=1 o e v o s

&

T, o e 32 T

j" ﬂfrﬁanﬁm*mm:i‘rn*

H 15 9 7% eian &0 fEm T
| w3 9 AR e
¥ 9 el O i i S
FEE T Y T W O
of | T A e oA
A 47 15 WE o s R
o o o w4,
4 T W O WTEEA
ey | wreis, anf e e o
A 2 2 A -
¥ fFm ™ A TR e A
- e &1 T8, SR o R
WA W TR W OTE
aern e d



HITAIA 1= . grfels
AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEEE LELHI 13 MAY 2025

‘Small private airports’ capex
to rise 50-60 per cent annually’

PRESS TRUET OF INDIA B Mumbs

private airports 4 expected o
rise 50-60 per cent annually aver

the next three years, driven by capacity
expansion on account of a substantial
i o 1ermiral wiilsation levels, mat-
L agency Crisil said on Monday.

Un the other hand, capital expenditure
[ yat large private airports will see
| :E:.:lmn disrang the same period, as
mch af the capacity expansion has been
completed or nearing completion, it
added. However, the overall capes of pri-
vaie atrpests will slightly sow down by
10-15 per cent to around B 40,000 crore
over the next three years, as per the rat-
ings agency. Crigll sxid its analysis is
based an the capex of 11 operating jiri-
vale airports and two soan-1o-be-oper-
aticmal private airports, which together
account for mwre than 95 per cenl of
Indias private airport passenger Lraffic,

For this stindy, i‘mﬂ F?r:'.unlu fpurlsm
clssified as those with capacity of less
than 20 millin passengers per annum
and locaied in Ahmedabad. Guvahaiti,
hipur. Trivandrum, Ma.ntmhm. Lucknow
and Goa, while the large private airpocts
are classified as those with more than 20
million passen or located in Delhi-
NCH, Mumbai MME {Mumbai
Metropolitan Region), Bangalore and
Hyderabad. Capex a1 amall private air-
parts will be up 50-60 per cent on aver-
age in fiscaly 2026-2028 comparned (o the
previous three fical years. Thas will be
driven by capacily expansion due lo a
withstantial increade in terminal wiilis-
tion levels, Crisill said

O the other hand, capex at karge pri-
vale airparts will see a decline during the
same period, as much of the capacity
expanihn has been completed or is near-
iy completion.

“Srmall private airports are expected 1o
embark on a Sgnificant BEPAISIIN 1r|'|.||:|

Cxpila] expenditure (capex] of small

to 1.5 times. their current hase by fscal
2028. This & in response o escalating
travel demand and moderate capacity an
the xruum].' said Ankit Haki, DHrector
al Crisdl Ratings.

Serong dernand leading bo recovery of
air traffic movement has yielded a
temarkable compound anmial growth
rate of around 45 per cent in passenger
traffic at amall private airports betwezn
fiscals 2022 .1.11.11 2025,

However, capacity growth al these air
ports has been relatively sheggish, witha
modest CAGH ofl around 20 per cent over
this period, resulting in terminal utilisa-
Lo levels increasing from around 60-90
per cent and a meed to build addstional
capacily. Hako added.

In contrast, large privale airports are
expected Lo seea .\iﬁm.l"u.'a.nl reduction in
capacily addition, following substantial
expamion over the past three years,
which has absosbed high tralfic growth
and kept terminal weilisation stabile at 80-
B3 per cent, Crasil said,

Additinnally, greenfield airports are set
o become operational this fiscal year,
with minimal capital expendiiure
requn'z'd Rusng forward. Their stralegic
locatians i ar near lier- 1 cities minimise
ofi-1ake risk, emabling a smooth ramgs
up of passenger and carmgo volumes.

As a resull, in the medinm term, most
capital expenditure will be allocated
towards saintenance — refurbishing
equipment, o kuad.mﬂ amenities and
developing infrastructure — rather than

. m'u.ﬁn cagmcity, the rali pemicy saidl.
ut'“'hiJEcapux :nlumﬁﬁmﬂt pri
vale airpuarts will rise 1o over 2 tirnes, pro
ject rizk will be manageable since these
are expansions of existing sobe airports
in their reipective cities. Further, their
spursors’ experiise in operating karpe
1.'5.!: airpuruP and IJ'bui:rP:LmnEHl'umIrE-
ing cxpabilitics also mitigate sume of the
risks” saicd Gauri Gupta, teum leader al
Crisil Ratings.
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Pen to hanky: Airport
security eye on all

DEBRAJ MITRA AND
SANJAY MANDAL

m A feeble beeplng sound
from a metal detector causad
by a ball-point pen triggered a
flwty of actlon among securi-
ty guards

m Cabin baggage was scannsd
two Hmes, frst at the securlty
checking area and then just
before boarding the flight.

| |

Calcutta: The helghtened
tensions between Indla and
Pakistan have led to an am-
plification of security checks
across alrports in the country,
passengers who landed In Cal-
cutta said,

Amidst the ongolng bor-
der tensions, the directorate
genaral of civil aviation has
suspended civilian Mghts at 32
alrports In northern and west-
ern India imtl May 15

Calcutta alrport officlals
5ald the Increased security
measures, ke additional
screening of passengers and
baggage, and checking vehl-
clas approaching the terminal
bullding, would continue il
further notce.

“Every single item was
checked. I was asked to Keep
even the handierchlef on a
tray that went into the scan-
ner," sald a man who arrived
atCalcnutta alrport from Mam-
bal on Sunday morming.

“A pen was lnside my
dlary. [t triggared a beaping
sound from the metal detector.
At once, thiree 1o four guards
called me aside and asked me
to empty my backpack. They
searched every single ltem
il they found the pen inside
the dlary,” sald the 32-year-
old passenger, who Iives 1n
Howrah.

Metal detectors are meant
i detect sUch objects, bt the
somse of urgency among the
JAWans Was unusual, he sadd.

AnNother man, Who IIves in
Plcnic Garden, was on an offi-
chal trin tn Rhrhansswar and

Passengers wail at the alrpoct's gate 2B around
1pm on Sanday

refurnad on Saturday night.

He got a message from the
alrline that sald he mist reach
the alrport three hours before
the Might

“Every hamnd baggage was
checked twice, first at the
usual security check-ln and
agaln just before boanding,”
sald the man, who works with
i pre-schoal chaln,

Several carriers have
asked flyers to reach thelr re-
spoctive alrports at least thies
nours in advance oo fellitate
enhanced checks mandated
by the bureaw of civil aviadon
SeCurty.

Around 1pm on Sunday,
most of the domestlc depar-
fure gates at Calcutta alrport
were almost deserted. Only
gates ZA and 2B were busy.

More than 25 passengers
were waltng at 2A. A Central
Industrial Securtty Force jawan
was checking thefr papers. An-
other walked forwand, asking
passengers In the middle and
towards the end of the quens
0 bring out thelr ID proofs (o
save time.

Several passengers who
came out of the arrival gates
saii securtty checks were tak-
ing more time than usual.

“Alrnort speurity checks

are, anyway, metculons. But
this ime, a couple of more
minuies were allotted for the
screening of almost svery pas-
senger,” sald a man who came
from Callcut in Kerala.

“The flight was packed. The
securlty checks took up more
fime than usual,” sald & man
who came from Bahrain via a
connecting Mght from Mumbal.

Two oihers, who came
from Delhi and Ralpur, respec-
tvely, also sald thelr fights
were fll.

A senlor official of Caleut-
ta alrport sald the securlty
has been beefed up In many

“Reglstered baggage 1s
also being screened randomly
now," e sald. Calcutta alrport
has an Inline baggage screen-
ing system, which is con-
ducted by alrlines personnel.
“MNow CISF personnel are also
screening the registered bag-
gage along with airilne staff,”
sabd the officlal.

“Alsn, at security check-in
colnters, CISF wollld random-
I¥ corniuct a physical check of
hand baggage. Now, all hand
baggage Is belng physically
checked with explosive detect-
ing devices,” said the airport
oificdal.
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After 32 airports
reopen, some
flights cancelled

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: All the32airports
in north, west and central In-
dia that were closed for com-
mercial operations since May
7 reopened at 10.30am on Mon-
day following the India-Pakis-
tan ceasefire.

Airlines started resuming
operations to their network
stations in these 32 places and
they expect to restore the sus-
pended 350-400 daily flights in
the next few days. Clearing
the backlog of stranded pas-
sengers will take a few days,
and airlines have said they
will operate extra flights to do
that.

» More flights soon,P 9

‘In next few days, more flights will
resume gradually across network’

PFromP1

mong the 32 airports to
Aresume operations are
Srinagar, Jammu, Leh,
Chandigarh, Amritsar, Bi-
kaner, Hindon, Jaisalmer,
Jodhpur, Kandla, Kishan-
garh, Kullu (Bhuntar), Lud-
hiana, Rajkot (Hirasar) and
Shimla.

IndiGo6E 2247 Delhi-Jam-
mu was among the first re-
sumed flights when it took off
from IGIA at 6.34pm on Mon-
day. “Flight operation was

smoothly conducted at Jam-
mu airport (Monday)! IndiGo
6E 2247 landed from Delhi &
return flight 6E 5642 departed
for Delhi,” Jammu airport
said on X. IndiGo also re-
sumed its Delhi-Chandigarh
and Delhi-Amritsarflightson
Monday: “Over the course of
the nextfew days moreflights
will resume gradually across
thenetwork,” theairline said.

Air India Express said it
would start resuming oper-
ations to the previously
closed airports on Tuesday

(May 13) with Hindon-Benga-
luru, Jammu-Delhi, Jammu-
Srinagar, and Srinagar-Del-
hi. Hindon-Mumbai is sched-
uled to resume from Wednes-
day and “reinstatement of
other flights, including inter-
national services from Am-
ritsar, is expected to follow
from May 15", the airline
said., adding it will “gradual-
ly reinstate flight operations
from previously closed air-
ports following the lifting of
notice to airmen by the au-
thorities.”
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16 flights cancelled amid airport closures

Tinmes News NETwoRrk

Ahmedabad: Flight opera-
tions at several airports
acrossIndia, including eight
in Gujarat, have been su-
spended until May 15, lea-
ding to widespread cancella-
tions and passenger incomn-
venience.

The closed airports in
Gujarat include Bhuj, Jam-
nagar, Kandla, Keshod,
Mundra, Rajkot, Porbandar
and Naliya.

These are among a total
of 32 non-operational air-
ports across the country as
part of a temporary restric-
tion, reportedly due to he-
ightened operational consi-
derations.

At Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Airport
(SVPIA) in Ahmedabad, 16
flights were cancelled. Sexr-
vices to and from Chandi-
garh, Kishangarh, Amrit-

Services to and from Chandigarh,
Kishangarh, Amritsar, Jammu,
Srinagar and Bhuj were
particularly affected. Air India,

in a travel advisory, announced a
one-time waiver on rescheduling
charges or a full refund for ticket
cancellations

sar, Jammu, Srinagar and
Bhuj were particularly af-
fected.

In response, airlines in-
troduced passenger-riendly
measures.

AirIndia, inatravel advi-
sory, announced a one-time
waiver on rescheduling
charges or a full refund for
ticket cancellations.

“Following a notification
from aviation authorities on
continued closure of multi-
ple airports in India, Air In-

diaflights toand from the fol-
lowing stations — Jammu,
Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur, Am-
ritsar, Chandigarh, Bhuj,
Jamnagar and Rajkot — are
being cancelled until 0529
hrs IST on May 15, pending
further updates,” the airline
stated.

IndiGo also issued an ad-
visory, assuring full support
to travellers during this pe-
riod.

“Due to security reasons,
until airports reopen, Indi-

Go stands committed to sup-
porting its customers du-
ring this time. We under-
standtheuncertainty thissi-
tuation may havecausedand
wanttoassure you thatwe're
heretohelp. Change and can-
cellation fees are being wai-
ved for bookings made du-
ring this period,” the airline
said.

Passengers with flight
bookings on the affected rou-
tes can opt to reroute their
travel via nearby operatio-
nal airportsat noextracost.

IndiGo also announced
plans to operate relief
Mights for stranded passeng-
ers, with details to be shared
as plans are finalised.

Passengersareadvised to
check the latest updates and
rescheduling options with
the concerned airline staff.

Toand froflights to Najaf
have also been cancelled due
to operational reasons.
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No immediate
resumption of
flights from 32
airports: Min

Pune: Junior minister for civil
aviation, Murlidhar Mohol, on
Sunday said commercial
flightsfrom 32 airportsinnorth
India will not start operations
immediately

“The situation must be-
come normal first. Airports
will commence commercial
flight operations after that
Right now, the situation is not
normal, and ceasefire viola-
tions have happened. As and
when normaley returns, air-

ports will be opened for regular
flights in phases,” Mohol told
TOL

At present, the 32 airports
are not operational and the
Centre said they will resume
operations from May 15. These
airports, which include Chan-
digarh, Amritsar, Leh, Bikaner,
Jaisalmer, Jammu, Jodhpur,
Ludhiana, Pathankot, Patiala,
Porbandar, and Shimla, were
closed down in phases starting
May 9, as tensions with Pakis-
tanescalated.

“It is hard to say whether
they will resume operations
from May 15. Presently, there
arenotourists stuck anywhere,
Delhi airport is operational
with heightened security mea-
sures,” the minister said.
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Star Air to link Kolhapur
to more destinations
E—

Mumbai: Regional carrier Star
Air on Sunday said it will launch
direct flight services from
Kolhapur to Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Nagpur,
starting May 15. Star Air
currently operates 16 weekly
flights (direct and via) from
Kolhapur to three destinations
- Ahmedabad, Mumbai, and
Tirupati. This expansion will
increase the airline’s flights
from Kolhapur to seven
destinations, including
Kishangarh with weekly
frequencies rising to 28, it said.

BTI
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Liquidator Puts Jet Airways’
Mumbai Office on the Block

E-auction to be held
onJune 2 for BKC
space; reserve
pricesetat¥335cr

Kailash Babar

Minmbal: A povernmoent-appo
inted liquidator has pat an enti-
re office oor owned by defunct
Jet Airways in commercial fo-
wer Godrej BEC in Mumbai's
business district Bandra-Kurla
Complex (BEC) on the block
The liguidator has set a reserve
price of £335.2 crore for the pro-
perty 10 be auctioned next
month under the Insolvency &
Bankrupicy Code, 2016,

T 2000, a8 punrt of Jet Adrwsys”
insolvency proceedings, global
allernative imvestment major
Brookfield Asset Management
had acquired the company’s
tworalTice Noors of the thiee 1o
ors in the building for &490 cro
re Those offices are currently

cocupied by marques tenants
including Workd Bank and Pay-
Pal. The transaction involved
around 180,000 square fisst offi-
cespace spresd across the third
and fourth Ooors, along with
rights {o 138 car parking spaces
Brookfield holds the right of
first refusal (ROFR) for this offi-
(= L ‘i]’ll:ll_'l‘ '1_!1 ns
part of the ape
oment l."!l||.‘l'l.‘(|
thesr,

As per the
ROFR terms.
Brookfield is ex
pected (o match
the highest offer
the nssel reced
ves il i intends
o acquire the
AT,

The currently

vacant  oflkee

?m"‘“‘ll‘ spread  over
e B3,000 square fi-
officespace o\ the second

floor of the commercial tower
wis scaled by the Municipal
Corporation of Greater Mum
bal owing to unpald dues. On
April 28, the National Cormpany

Law Tribunal (NCLT) ordered
the civic body to de-seal the pro-
perty and halt recovery acthons

The c-auction for the property
along with 70 exclusive car par
king slots in the tower (s sche-
duled for June 2, and as per the
auction notice, prospective hid-
ders are expected to subwmit an
earnest money deposit of €325
croi. The asset |s helng sold on
an ‘ns is where |s' basis under
thie |BC, and all applleable ta-
es, dues and ransfer charges
will be borne by the successful
bidder ET sseparate email que
riea to the liguidator and Bro
okfleld remained unanswered
untl] press time.

In auction held in June 30630,
Brookfield emerged as the sole
bidder, matching the ressrve
price of 90 crore, The acguisi-
than price ranskated to approx)
matiely E2H900 per sg M then,
which was abount 25% lower
than prevailing market 1ates in
BRLC at that time. Realty experis
considersd this a ir valuation
givenn the market conditions
and lack of premium office
supply inthe srea at that time
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Pak used missiles supplied
by China: DG Air Operations

SHUBHAJIT ROY
New Delhi, MAY 12

FOR THE FIRST time since
it commenced Operation Sin-
door and thwarted most of Pak
istan’s aenial attacks, Indiaon
Mondaynamed China-supplied
weapons in the Pakistani arse-
nal used against the Indian
Ammed Foroes.

Briefing the media, Air Mar-
shal AK Bharti, inectorGeneml
AlrOperations, presented visual
evidence of missile remnants,
“Youi can see the pleces ofiton
thesoresn,” he said, showcasing
debris of the PL-15 long range
missile that fell inzide Indian
termitory, including a relatively
intact rear section recovered
from Hoshiarpur, Funjab,

The Amed Forees inter
cepted and neutralised a range
of high-tech foreign weapans
used by Pakistan, mcluding Chi-
nese-origin PL-1% air-to-air
missilesand Tuddsh BykerYTHA
Il Kamilaze dmones.

The naming of China is a
firstin this round of India-Fak-
istan hostilities — all these
years, New Delhi has closely
tracked the expanding Sino-

Rt B £
Director General of Military Operations (DGMO) Lt General

wimidk ==

Rajiv Ghal (left] with Air Marshal AK Bhartl, Vice Admiral
AM Pramod and Major General 55 Sharda during a press
conference on Operation Sindoor, in Mew Delhi on Monday  »

Pak military ties, Sources said
that China-Pakistan ties across
domains — political,economic,
nuclear and military — have
been ongoing fordecades, and
Beijing has been supplying
weapans to Rawalpindi.

Last week, India had only
named Turkish dronesas being
used by Pakistan. But now it has
publidy named Chinese and
Turkish weapons. The PL-15,
developed by China's Aviation
IndustryCorpomtion{AVIC) isa
lonp-range, radar-guided mis-

sile designed to engage high
value airborne targets at mnges
exceeding 200 lam.,

The PL-15 is China's stan
dard active-radar-puided AAM,
and it was intended to at least
match the performance of the
US-madeAlM-1200 Adwanced
Medhum-Range Air-to-Alr Mis
sile{ AMRAAM)

Its export version, the PL
15E isreported to have amaxi-
mum range of 145 km and is
integrated with Pakistan’s [F-17
Block11Tand |- 10CE fighters.

[ |
Preventive

blackouts
in Punjab
PRECAUTIOMARY
BLACKOUT MEASURES
were enforced in Punjab’s
Amrtsar and Hoshiarpir
districts on Monday. Elec-
tricity has also been
switched offin some areas
of Jalandhar, officials said,
"As a precautionary
measure, lights have been
switched offin some areas
amund Suranassi as there
have been reparts of drone
sheh tings. We areverifying
them. There is no (total)
blackout as of now.There
is nothing to worry, as
confirmed by armed
forces officers. They are on
regular vigil as always,”
Jalandhar Deputy Com
missioner Himanshu
Agparwal said in a mes
sape at 9:15 prm. An air-
rmid siren was sounded in
Amritsar, which lies along
the border. —PTl
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Summer getaways get costlier:
Airfares soar on high demand

Ticket prices for destinations within the country are already up 10-15% over last year

AT T TR

daanish anand [Fvemint com

MEW DELHI

ir travellers plinning getawavs dur
ing the peaksummer mornitbs of dMay
and June should brace for higher
fares, with domestic leres already up
by 10-15% compared to last year,
acconting to data from trve] porial EaseMy Trip.
Volatile sviation turbine fuel (A TEF prices and
supply-side constrints are pushing domestic air
fares skywarnd, with average ticket costs between
nugjorcities and popular boliday destinations see
imz a 10- L2 vear-one- year rise in June. Domestic
airfare in May are up 10-15% from a yearagn.
“This is largelydue toaireralfit on ground situa
tion amd a reduction in fighies by key players_ one
atingr supply-side constraints,” Rikant Pittie, CED
&co-founder of EaseMyTrip, “The overall trend
remains upward due to operational constraints,

prounded planes and rising fuel expenses.”
OF a Nleet of 818 commercial aireraft in the
country, 133 are prounded due to engine and sup
ply-chain concerns, Union minister of state for
civil aviation Murlidhar Mohol informed paria
ment in March that over GE0 were operational,
High-traffic
routes like Delhi
Mumbai, Benga
luru-Delhi, Mum
bai-Chennai, Kolk
ata-Bengalurn and
Hyderabad-Mum
bai continue to sec

Average ticket costs between major
cities and popular holiday
destinations will be seeing a 10-12%
year-on-year increase in June

"We're seeing a strong surge in demand for
rouler destinations like, Kullu, Debradun, and
Shimla. Flizht bookings (o these destinations
have goneup by 50-H00% YoY | thisis pushingup
ticket prices as passengers are preferring air
travel,” said Aloke Bajpai, Group CEO, Ixign,

Data by Ease
My'Trip and Ixigo
sugrests lndians ane
packing their bags
for international
destinations mainhy
across  Southeast
Asia and Europe,

rising airfares, per

EaseMyTrip, With strongadvance bookings. the

routes had an average morease of T300-600.
Travel porial Ixigo said cooler destinations ane

seeing a surpe in demand. EaseMyTrip has

recorded a 20-30% rise in average aidfane from

metros to these cooler holiday spots.

“This year, travel
lers are showing a growing interest in new desti
nations like Santorini in Europe and Bora Borain
Uoeanic region, Revljavik in leeland is also gain
ingattention, Amsterdom and the Maldives con
timue b draw visitors,” said Pittie

Far anextended version, visit livemint com
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Delhi-Amritsar flight returns midway
NiEET e

5 LALITHA @ Mew Deii

AN Indigo fMlight from Delhi o
Amritsar abruptly turned mid
way Monday and returned to
Delhi due to a sudden an-
nouncement of blackout at
Amritsar afrport. Flights to
and from Amritsar wers not op-
erational since May 7 after
Operation Sindoor and okayed
for Oy ing anly on Monday

Sourees in the Civil Aviatlon
Ministry confirmed to this
news paper that an Ind ipo Night
on way to Amrlisar had re
trmved to Dedh,

Flight no. GE 2045 had left
Deelhis Terminal 1D at &.26 pm
{delayed departure by 16 min
utes) and was supposed to

reach 5ri Guru Ramdas Ji n-
ternational airport in Amrit-
sar 50 minutes later,

Flight tracking websites re-
venl that after Aying for half an
hour, It took & sharp U-turn
and returned o Delhi by 921
pit. Sourees sid that a black
ot wassuddenly reim posed in
Amritsar around 9 pm by the
local admintstration forelng

the flight to turn back. It is an

Alrbus A33) Neo alreraft.
Indigon was not able to

provide the number of passen

pers on ltyet. A statement from

the airline is awaited.
Amritsar airport figured

among the 32 alrports

which were cleared by

the Adrports Authori-

ty of Indiaon Monday

o resume comimercial

operat inns, 68 2045 Ng-

ured among the firstse

of Alghts to the Amritsar

alrport after operations re-

started. Normal Mlght opera-

tons ame on o and om Joam-

mu alrport, Minkstry of Civil

Aviation sources said. An ofTi

clal from the ministry sald,

“All restrictions have been
withdrawn for alrports and
routes north of Delhi by 1050
pm." However, a statement
from Indigo at 1138 pm sald
that all its Mights to and from
Amritsar, Jammu, Leh, Ra
Jkot, Srinagar and Chan
digarh are cancelled for
Tuesday
Earlier in the day,
Alrport Authority af
India lifted restrictions
oh operations of 32 air
ports temporaridy shut in
view of the border tensions
“Great news! Adl 32 airports
which wers temporarily eloged
are now fully operational and
things are getting back to nor-
mal,” Delhi alrport wrote,
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Ssomeflightschedules
may be affectedincity

Delhiairportissuesadvisory for passengers,says operationsrunningsmoothly

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI 11MAY

elhiairport author-
itiesissued anadvi-
sory on Sundaystat-
ing that operations
are running smoothly; however,
due to the evolving airspace
dynamics and the enhanced
security protocols, someflight
schedules and security check-
point processing times may
be impacted.
DelhiInternational Airport
Limited, taking to the social
media platform X, advised
passengers to follow updates
and instructions from their
respective airlinesand adhere
to hand baggzage and check-
inluggage regulations.
Theauthorities also asked
passengers to allowextra time
for security checks due to
heightened measures, and
accordingly, cooperate with
airline and security personnel
for smooth facilitation.
Theauthorities also advised
the travelers to check the latest
flicht status through their
airline or the official Delhi
Airport website. The security
measures that had been
stepped up earlier in wake of
the tensions between India

and Pakistan, remain inplace
for now at airports.

The airport authority said
that they strongly encourage
passengers to refer only to
official channels foraccurate
information updates.

Earlier, the Airports Author-
ity ofIndia (AAT) and relevant
aviation authoritieshadissued
a series of Notices to Airmen

, 12 May 2025

{(NOTAMs) announcing the
temporary closure of 32 airports
across northern and western
part of country for all civil
flight operations, effective
fromMay9 toMay 14 (which
corresponds to 0529 ST on
15th May 2025), due to oper-
ational reasons. The list of 32
airports include Adhampur,
Ambala, Amritsar, Awantipur,

Bathinda, Bhuj, Bikaner,
Chandigarh, Halwara, Hindon,
Jaisalmer, Jammu, Jamnagar,
Jodhpur, Kandla, Kangra (Gag-
gal}, Keshod, Kishangarh, Kullu
Manali (Bhuntar), Leh, Lud-
hiana, Mundra, Naliya,
Pathankot, Patiala, Porbandar,
Rajkot (Hirasar), Sarsawa,
Shimla, Srinagar, Thoise and

Uttarlai.
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1st flight to Amritsar post reopening
returns to Delhi ‘due to blackout’

An IndiGo Delhi-Amritsar flight on Monday evening, the first
commercial service the holy city was to get when its airport
reopened after May 7, returned to Delhi. Multiple sources said this
was due to a blackout in Amritsar. IndiGo 6E, which took off from
Delhi at 8.26pm, returned to the national capital and landed arou-
nd 9.15pm. The blackout was reportedly caused by suspected dr-
one activity in the region. A few other commercial flights also re-
routed to avoid overflying that area. “No flights are going up north
for Monday night. Anyway, Srinagar and Jammu did not get night
flights. Amritsar was to get this flight which has been sent back to
Delhi,” sources said. Meanwhile, the NOTAM (notice to airmen) of
Pakistan barring Indian aircraft from its airspace and of India
barring Pakistan planes from its airspace, is still in effect.
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Around 100 flights
to & from Delhi
cancelled on Sun

New Delhi: Around 100
flights to and from the Delhi
airport were cancelled on
Sunday, according toa source.
Security measures were en-
hanced, and at least 32 air-
ports in the northern and
western parts of the country
were temporarily shut in
view of the conflict between
India and Pakistan.

On Saturday, India and Pa-
kistan reached an under-
standing to stop all military
actionsonland, air, & sea with
immediate effect. As many as
52 domestic departures & 44
arrivals, and one internation-
al departure were cancelled.
These cancellations hap-
pened between 5.00 am and
4.30 pm, the source said.

"Delhi Airport is operat-
ing normally. However, due to
changes increased security
measures, some flight sched-
wles and security checkpoint
processing times may be
affected,” DIAL said in a post
onX. rm
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