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22 flights to operate daily from Leh during peak tourist season: Ladakh chief secy

NEWS SERVICE

STATE
JAMMU, 11 APRIL
Arrangements are being
made to operate at least 22
flights daily from the Kushok
Bakula Rimpochee (KBR)
Airport, Leh, to cope with
the rush of visitors to Ladakh
during the coming tourist
season.

The Chief Secretary, UT
of Ladakh, Dr. Pawan Katwal,
on Friday chaired a meeting
to discuss a strategic plan
for enhancing air connec-
tivity in the region by ensur-
ing the operation of at least
22 flights daily from the
KBR Airport, Leh.

The discussions focused
on exploring the possibility
of utilising the Indian Air
Force (IAF) bays at the
airport to accommodate the
increased number of daily
flights, thereby significantly
improving accessibility and
connectivity for Ladakh,
especially during the peak
tourist season.

The Chief Secretary
directed to formulate the
Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs) at the earliest
to streamline coordination
and clarify operational pro-

cedures.

The Airport Director
assured that not less than
22 flights will operate daily
during the tourist season,
reaffirming the commitment

The discussions focused on exploring the possi-
bility of utilising the Indian Air Force (IAF) bays
at the airport to accommodate the increased
number of daily flights, thereby significantly
improving accessibility and connectivity for
Ladakh, especially during the peak tourist

season.

to meeting the connectivity
targets.

Stakeholders from the
different airlines, Tourism
and Hotel Association of
Ladakh shared their chal-
lenges and concerns during
the meeting.

Kotwal assured them that
all issues would be taken
up seriously and resolved
in a timely manner. He
emphasized that the admin-
istration is committed to
working for the overall wel-
fare and development of
Ladakh.

The Chief Secretary also
directed all concerned stake-
holders to maintain close
coordination with the IAF,

Airport Authority of India
(AAL), and other relevant
agencies to ensure the
smooth and successful oper-
ationalization of increased
flights. He stressed the
importance of ensuring safe-
ty, operational efficiency,
and minimal disruption to
both civilian and defence
activities.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Commissioner Sec-
retary, Civil Aviation Dr L
Franklin; Secretary Tourism,
Vikram Singh Malik; Deputy
Commissioner Leh, Santosh
Sukhdeve; representatives
from IAF, AATL different air-
lines and stakeholders from
tourism and hotel industries.



AN

Haid faa=ga uifSesom

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

’

TELEGRAPH

KOLKATA

12 APRIL 2025

-.'T

Airport passenger traffic set to soar

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: India’s alrport pas-
senger traffic may reach a new
high of 45 crorein FY26, grow-
Ing 7-8 per cent, alded by both
domestic and International
travel, business and leisure
combined.

Rating agency Icra pre-
dicted international traffic to
outpace domestic movement
in this fiscal as it did in FY25.
According to the agency, FY25
saw an 11 per cent expansion
in International traffic and a
9 per cent rise in domestic
traffic.

In this year, international
travel may again grow 7-11 per
cent, while domestic traffic,
which has a much higher base
than International though. is
projected to grow 6-8 per cent,
Icra noted.

The continued healthy
growth momentum was driv-

en by a steady increase in
international travel amid im-
proving connectivity to newer
destinations, continued uptdck
in lefsure and business trav-
el In the domestlc segment,
along with Improvement in
alr connectivity to tler II cit-
ies/ Key tourlst destinations, it
pointed out.

According to Vinay Kumar
G, sector head, corporate rat-
ings, Icra, said, the growth mo-
mentum 15 lkely to sustain in
FY2026 as well, “International
traffic continues to outpace do-
mestic trafflc growih, driven
by healthy international tour-
ism activity, along with im-
proved connectivity t0 newer
destinations.

The alrport sector and alr-
lines have been on a tallwind
ever since domestic travel
boomed after Covid-induced
restrictions were relaxed. The
International travel picked up
pace thereafter once forelgn

— —

HIGH FLYING

countries dropped guards over
tourist arrivals.

After slumping 66 per cent
to 11.5 crore in FY21, passen-
ger traffic rose to 18.9 crore in
FY22 and crossed the pre-cov-
id peak In FY24 when traffic
reached 37.6 crore.

Industry impact

The growth in the airline
Industry also had a positive
impact on the hospitality in-
dustry which experienced sus-
tained boom post lockdowns,

with higher room rates as
demand outstrippead new sup-
plies.

According to real estate
consultancy JLL, Indla saw
367 new hotel signings and 154
new openings in 2024, marking
a 14 per cent rise from the pre-
vious year, with a slgnificant
proportion coming from tier-11
and ITI citles where alr connec-
tivity is going up.

Icra’s Vinay Kumar sug-
gested higher passenger
traffic will angur well for the
alrport operators, especlally
international, which is rela-
tively more remunerative than
domestic traffic.

“The revenues of Icra's
sample set companties are
likely to grow by a robust
18-20 per cent Yo In FY2026,
driven by the sustained im-
provement in both passenger
traffic, increase 1n tariffs at
Delhl, Bangalore and Hyvdera-
bad airports and a ramp-up in

non-aeronautical revenues,”
heobserved.

Accordingly, the airport
operators, dominated by the
Adanl group in the private
sector, will make substantial
Investiments to ralse capacity.

A capex of more than
#1,00,000 crore s expected
over the next 4-5 years, in-
cluding greenfleld alrports
(Jewar (Nolda), Navi Mum-
bail, Bhogapuram, Parandur
(Chennat)), brownfield expan-
sions (Bangalore, Hvderabad,
Cochin, Mumbal and Nagpur)
and upgradation of alrports
under the Afrports Authority
of India(AATsuchas Calcutta
and Bagdogra.

Indian airlines are also
trying to Keep pace with the
surge in traffic. According to
one estimate, Alr India, Indi-
Go, Akasa and a few more put
together ordered purchases of
1,300 alrcraft which will be de-
Iivered through the mid-2030s.

Delhi airport
to raise Asia
Pacific flights

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: Delhi airport is
planning to increase its con-
nectivity to the Asia Pacific
region, including Australia
and New Zealand, as partof Its
blueprint to become a global
gateway hub, DIAL's CEO has
sald.

“Wa are well advanced into
becoming a global gateway,”
Delhi International Alrport
Limited CEO Videh Kumar
Jalpuriar said.

Delhl Alrport, at present,
handles 22 milllon passengers
annually.

The Indira Gandhl Inter-
national Alrport (IGIA) is
connected to 70 places abroad
There are 280 long-haul filghts
between Delhl and Europe and

North America every week.

Jalpuriar sald they have
already surpassed some of the
better known international
hubs.

“We are looking aggres-
sively at the Asia Pacific, In-
cluding Australia and New
Zoealand,” he said.

DIAL has held meetings
with various airporis author-
ities and airlines operators in
that region.

Alrports with advanced
infrastruciure and global
reach that serve as a platform
for connecting international
flights are categorised as glob-
al gateway hub alrports. Delhi
Alrport, which connects many
domestic flights, falls under
the regional gateway huh.
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DGCA, DIAL urge govt
to reduce VAT on jet fuel

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

The Directorate
General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and
DIAL, that runs Delhi
airports, have made
representation to the
Delhi government to
reduce VAT on avia-
tion turbine fuel
(ATF). The ATF in
Delhi is one of the
highest in the country.
DIAL CEO Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar
said on Friday that in
a

few months the ATF
rates in Delhi may be
cut down making
flight tickets cheaper.

This comes days after
Members of
Parliament urged the
government to take
action against sky-
rocketing prices of air
tickets. In a response,
the «civil aviation
minister Ram Mohan
Naidu had said that
ATF makes up for 45%
of airfare costing.

“A request was given
to the Delhi govern-
ment on ATF which is
one of the highest in
Delhi. Both the DGCA
and the DIAL gave pre-
sentations. We expect
that in a few months
things will be better in
Delhi,” said Mr
Jaipuriar.

12 APRIL 2025
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Over 450 flights
delayed at airport
due to congestion

New Delhl, April 12
Hundreds of passengers
waited for long hours at
the Delhi Ajrport on
Saturday as more than
450 MNights were delayed
and many fights were
cancelled due to conges-
tion, with the situation
stariing to ease from the
afternoon onwards.

Chaotic soenes woere wit-
nessed at the airport, with
many passengers stand-
Ing in some places inside
the alrport and walting
for updates on Friday
evening and  Saturday
morning as the impact of
fight disruptions due (o
inclement weather condi-
tons persisted

Many people tookK to
social media to complain
about the chaos and Tight
delays and also shared
pictures and videos of
some places inside the
alrport being crowded.

Delhi adrport operator
DIAL put out multiple
updates on the soclal
media platform X about
flight operations, along
with some pictures ol
walting areas inside the
airport.

In a post on X at 7.19 pm,
DIAL said flight opera
tions at the alrport were
normal across all termi-

nals.

At 5,01 pm. it said Night
operations at the airport
were normal, but some
alrlines were still affected
by the previous night's
weather conditions.

“Our teams are working
hard to minimise incon-
venlence. Please check
flight status on our web-
gite and aidine websites
forr updates,” [t wrote.

In a post at 11.53 am,
DIAL said that due to the
“previous night's inclem-
ent weather significantly
impacting flight opera-
tlons across the country,
Wi want to assure you
that all airlines and
stakeholders are working
hard to minimise any
inconvenionce (o passen-
BErs.”

Over 450 Nights were
delaved, and the averape
delay for departing flights
was arounid 50 minuotes
Around 18 flights were
cancelled, as per data
from a Might tracking
website

In a post on X at 2.41 pm,
Adr India told passengers
fiving to/from Delhl to
expect potential disrup-
tions due to heavy dusty
wind forecast between
5.30 pm and 9,00 pm,

— PTI

13 APRIL 2025
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‘Akshee’ pink barrack unveiled
at Delhi airport for female cops

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 12

In a bid to provide a safe
and rejuvenating space
for its women personnel,
the Delhi police inaugu-
rated “Akshee The Pink
Abode”, a state-of-the-art
barrack exclusively for
female staff at the Delhi
Airport unit, an official
said on Saturday
Inaugurated on Friday,
the facility, painted in
soothing shades of pink,
has been thoughtfully
designed to offer comfort,
privacy and modern
amenities for police-
women stationed round-
the-clock at one of the
country's busiest aijr-

ports, the official said.

The pink-themed bar-
rack svmbolises the
department’s growing
focus on gender-sensitive
infrastructure, he added.

The barrack was inau-
gurated by special com-
missioner of police (pub-
lic transport and safety)
Robin Hibu.

“AKshee is a testament to
our commitment to
employee welfare. It pro-
vides our female stafl with
a much-needed sanctuary
to recharge and continue
inspiring excellence in
service,” Mr Hibu said. He
added that such initiatives
g0 a long way in boosting
morale and improving
workplace dignity
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More than 450 flights
delayed at Delhi airport

PRESS TRUST OF IMDIA
Mew Delhi, April 12

MORE THAM 450 flights were
delayed at the Delhi alrport
on Saturday doe to traffic
congestion.

Social media users shared
pictures and videos of waiting
passengers at the airport.

Operations at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(1GIA) were disrupted on Fri-
day evening due to adverse
weather conditions and as a
spillover impact, operations
have also been hit on Saturday,

“Flight operations at Dethi
Airport are improving; how
ever, a few flights are still
impacted due to kst night’s
weatherconditions” DIAL said
inapostonXat 1407 hours.

“Our on-ground teams and
all stakeholders are working
together to minimise amy
inconvenience to passengers,”
itadded.

As per data available on
flight tracking website Fligh-
tradar24.com, more than 450

F

220 q

Operations at the Indira Gandhi Intemational Airport were

disrupted on Friday evening

flights have been delayed and
the average delay for flight
departures was over 40
minutes.
"Omgomgairtraffic con ges-
tion in Delhi s causing flights
tobeheld fortakeoff and land-

ing dmmnce. Due to the con

f . TR

sequential impact a few flights
across the network are
impacted too,"IndiGosaid ina
post onX at 1332 hours.
Meanwhile, on ly three run -
waysareopemtionalat theair
port now as one minway is
closed formaintenanceworks.
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Flight cancellations, delays leave
passengers at IGI perturbed

Over 400 flights cancelled due to congestion at the Delhi airport

NEW DELHI: Hundreds of

assengers waited for long
ﬁULLES al the Delhi airport on
Saturday as more than 450
Nights were delayed and many
flights were cancelled due 1o
congestion, with the situation
starting to ease from afternoon
owards.

Chaotic scenes were wit-
nessed at the atrport with many
passengers standing at some
places inside the airport and
waiting for updates on Friday
evening and Saturday morning
as the impact of flight disrup-
tions due o inclement weather
conditions persisted.

Many people took to social
media o complain about the
chaos and flight delays, and alsa
shared pictures and videos ol
some places inside the airport
being crowded.

Delhi airport  operator
DIAL put out multiple updates
on social media platform X
about Iiight operations, along
with some pictures of waiting
areas inside the airport.

+

A1

The avernge delay wos around 50 minutes

. e 1
]

—— 1

= Over 450 flights were
delayed and the average
delay for departing
flights was around 50
minutes. Around 18 flights
were concelled

» Many people teok to
sodal media to complain
about the chaos and flight
delays, and also shared
pictures and videos of
same places inside the
airport being crowded

In a post on X at 1919 hours,
DIAL said flight operations at
the airport are normal across
all terminals.

AL 1701 hours, it said flight
operations at the airport are
normal, but some airlines are
still affected by last night's
weather conditions. “Our teams
are working hard to minimise
inconvenience. Please check

flight status on our website and
airline websites for updates”
In a post at 1153 hours,
DIAL said that due to last
nights inclement weather
significantly impacting the
flight operations across the
country, “we want to assure
you that all airlines and stake-
holders are working hard 1o
minimise any inconvenience

to passengers, it said.

Owver 450 flights were
delayed and the average delay
for departing flights was around
50 minutes. Around 18 fights
were cancelled, as per data from
flight tracking website Flightra-
dar24.com.

IndiGo, in a post on X at
1332 hours, said please expect a
wait while flying to/from Delhi

due to the ongoing air traffic
congestion. “Ongoing air traf-
fic congestion in Delhi is caus-
ing flights to be held for takeoff
and landing dearance. Due to
the consequential impact, a few
lights across the network are
impacted too,” it said.
Inapost on Xat 1441 hours,
Adr India told passengers flying
today to/from Delhi to expect
potential disruptions due to
heavy dusty winds forecast
between 1730 and 2100 hours.
Similar weather conditions
yesterday caused flight diver-
sions and delays, with air traffic
congestion continuing Lo affect
operations into today, the air-
line said. Om Friday evening,
flight operations al the airport
were disrupted as the national
capital witnessed inclement
weather conditions, including
dust storms. In the morning,
a social media user shared a
video of many passengers seek-
ing an update on their light
from an airline staff member
inside the asrporton X, AGEHGES
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‘Akshee’ pink

DELHI

bafrck or

female staff at IGI airport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Mew Deind

IM & hid o provide a safe amd reju-
venating space for it8 women per
sonnel, Delhl Police inaugurated
Ak shes The Pink Abode’, & state
af-the-art barrack exclusively for
female stafl at the Delhl Alrport
unlit, an official said on Satunday
Inaugurated on Friday, the

[acility, painted in soothing

ment to our commitment to em
ployese welfare It provides our fe-
male stafl with &8 much-needed
sanctuary to recharge and contin
ue Inspiring excellence in serv
iee " Hibu said,

Initiatives like these go o long
way In boosting morale and im-
proving workplace dignity, the

senior of ficer added
The alr-conditioned bar-

shades of pink has been St rack features four beds,
thonghtfully designed o ol ample storage with cup-
offer eomfort, privacy | — boards and almirnhs, o
and moder namenities for B communal dining area,

policewomen stationed
round-the-clock ot one of
the country’s busiest alrports,
the official said

The pink-themed barrack sym
ballsss the department’s growing
focus on gender-sensitive infira-
structure, he ndded

The barrack was Inaugurated
by Special Commissioner of Po-
lice(Public Transport and Safety)
Robin Hibu. “Akshee 18 a testa

sofa sone, dedicated televi
sion, hygienic washrooms,
and mot vational decor which
provides an inviting atmosphere
for rest and recreation, a senior
police eflcer sakd.

Additional Commissioner (1G]
Adrport) Usha Rangnani also
shared her appreciation for the
initiative and reiterated the IGI
unit's dedication to ereating a bet-
ter work place forall personnel

13 APRIL 2025
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Air traffic congestion delays 450 flights at Delhi airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

undreds of passengers waited

for long hours at the Indira

Gandhi International Airport

(IGIA) on Saturday as more
than 450 flights were delayed and many
[tights were cancelled due to air traffic con-
gestion, with the situation starting lo ease
from alternoon onwards.

With hundreds of flights affected due to
diversions and delays, hundreds of passen-
gers remained stranded for hours and trig-
gering & wave of complaints on social
media over airline mismanagement.
Notably, enly three runways are opera-
tional at the airport now as one runway is
closed for maintenance works.

Social media users shared pictures and
videos of waiting passengers at the airport.
Sources said passengers al Terminal 3
described the situation as chaotic.
However, beyond the delays, passenger
frustration boiled over on social media,

where many criticised about Right oper-
ations including poor communication
and a lack of timely updates on flight sta-
tuses and gate information. Many passen-
gers shared pictures and videos of some
places inside the airport being crowded.
While airlines such as Adr India and
IndiGo tssued advisories on X, many frus-
trated passengers described their ordeal.

Delhi airport operator DIAL put out
multiple updates on social media platform
X about flight operations, along with some
pictisres of waiting areas inside the airport.
In a post on X at 1919 hours, DIAL said
{light operations at the airport are normal
across all lerminals,

AL 1701 hours, it said ight operations
at the airport are normal, but some airlines
are still affected by last night's weather con-
ditions. “Our leams are working hard to
minimise inconvenience. Please check
{light status on our website and aidine web-
sites for updates”

In a post at 1153 hours, DIAL said that

due to last night's inclement weather sig-
nificantly impacting the fight operations
across the connlry, “we want Lo assure you
that all airlines and stakeholders are
working hard to minimise any inconve-
nience lo passengers,” it said.

A

Over 450 [ights were delayed and the
average delay for departing flights was
around 50 minutes. Around 18 Qights were
cancelled and over 50 flights diverted, as
per data from flight tracking website
Flightradar24. Com.

IndiGo, in a post on X at 1332 hours,
said please expect a wail while flying
to/from Dielhi due to the ongoing air traf-
fic congestion. “Ongoing air tralfic conges-
tion in Delhi is cansing Qights to be held
for takeolf and landing clearance. Due Lo
the consequential impact, a few ﬂighu
across the network are impacted too,” it
said. In a post on X at 1441 hours, Adr India
told passengers lying today to/from Delhi
to expect potential disruptions due 1o
heavy dusty winds forecast between 1730
and 2100 hours Similar weather conditions
on Friday evening cansed flight diversions
and delays, with air traffic congestion con-
tinuing to affect operations into today, the
airline said.

“We were then asked Lo board another
flight in Delbi for Mumbai at 12 am. We
sat in the aircrafl for about 4 hours and
were then made to deboard again and go
through the security check again. It's 8 am,
and we are still waiting at the atrport. Our

flight has not yet taken off.” the stranded

passenger said. A 75-vear-old wheelchair-
bound woman onboard the same light
zaid, “We are stranded for over 12 hours.
We could not land in Delhi due to the
storm. Bul we have been wailing al the
Delhi airport since 11 pm””

Posting a pleture of the stranded passen-
gers, a user wrote: “Most mismanaged,
misinformed world class international
atrport, New Delhi. Worse than bus
stand”. On Friday evening, light operations
al the airport were disrupted as the
national capital witnessed inclement
weather conditions, mc]ud.mg dust storms.
In the morning, a social media user
shared a video of many passengers seek-
ing an update on their ight from an air-
line staff member inside the airport on X
and said that there was chaos.

IGLA, which is the country’s largest air-
port and handles around 1,300 ight
movements daily, currently has three
operational runways and one runway is
temporarily closed for maintenance works.
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Delhi Airport to shut T2 from 15 April, airlines
issue advisory on shifting flights to T1

Dt s Indira Gandhi Inter

national Airport has
announced that all flights
operating from Terminal 2
will shift to Terminal 1

starting from Apnl 15 due
LD ML) Or I alnl enan ce and
nunwayupgrade work being
takenupthere. The move is
pari of efforts 0 enhance
infrastructure and improve
passengerexpenence at T2,
Airlines have begun issuing
travel advisories, with pas-
senpers advised 1o check
updated schedules as the
runway work may lead to
delays or rescheduling. Major
Indian air carmers, mchuding
IndiGo Airlines, Air lndia
and Akasa Air, have

announced that all Aights
previously scheduled from
Terminal 2 (T2) will now
depart from Terminal 1 (T1),
starting April 15, until further
notice,

"Effective 1 5th April 2025
(0001 hes), all Rights currenily
operating from Terminal 2
will shift to Terminal 1 unil
furthernotice. This change
is due to planned mainte-
nance work at Terminal 2,
which will mmain non-oper-
ational during this pedod.
Kindly checkvour figh tstams
here;
hieps: k. i/ gESRIU & oF
contact the airline con-
cemed,” Delhi Airport said
ina statement. IndiGo has
I‘iﬁlli"'d An .'I.I'i\.'l‘;!'lr'_l.' l]rﬁlng
passengers to check their
tenminal and light stats on

the airline's official website
before heading intheaimport,
as flight schedules may have
been chanped, “Inview of a
[:Iliil'l.lh"dl'I'I{I.II'I-IE"I'IHm"I:‘-Cl-{'ll-\'il."!.'.
flights previously scheduled
from Delhi Terminal 2 have
now beenreassigned to Ter-
minal 1 starting April 15,
2025 We kindly reguest vou
o check the terminal details
and your fight s tatus on our
website before heading 1o
the airport, as there may be
chanpes to Might schedules
as well.” IndiGo said in a
post on X. The move is part
of an infrastrisctiire fevamp,
with T2 settoundergorefur-
bishment for four to six
months. Thework is expected
inbe completed by the Sep-
tember quarter of the next
financial vear,
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22 flightstooperate daiéy fromLehduring
peak tourist season: Ladakh chief' secy

-

Kotwal assured them that all issues would be
taken up seriously and resolved in a timely
manner. He emphasised that the administra-
tion is committed to working for the overall
welfare and development of Ladakh.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, 11 APRIL

Arrangements are being
made to operate at least
22 flights daily from the
Kushok Bakula Rimpochee
{KBR) Airport, Leh, tocope
with the rush of visitors to
Ladakh during the coming
tourist season.

The Chiet Secretary, UT
of Ladakh, Dr. Pawan Kot-
wal, on Friday chaired a
meetingto discuss a strate-
gic plan for enhancing air
connectivity in the region

The Statesman

by ensuring the operation
of at least 22 flights daily
from the KBR Airport, Leh.

The discussions focused
on exploring the possibility
of utilising the Indian Air
Force (IAF) bays at the air-
port to accommodate the
increased number of daily
flights, thereby significantly
improving accessibilityand
connectivity for Ladakh,
especially during the peak
tourist season.

The Chief Secretary
directed to formulate the
Standard Operating Pro-

Sat, 12 April 2025
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/77164435

cedures (S0Ps) at the earliest
to streamline coordination
andclarify operational pro-
cedures.

The Airport Director
assured that not less than
22 tlights will operate daily
during the tourist season,
reaffirming the commitment
to meeting the connectivity
targets.

Stakeholders from the
differentairlines, Tourism
and Hotel Association of
Ladakh shared their chal-
lenges and concerns during
the meeting.

Kotwal assured them
that all issues would be
taken up seriously and
resolved in a timely manner.
He emphasised that the
ad ministration is committed
to working for the overall
welfare and development
of Ladakh.

The Chief Secretary also
directed all concerned stake-
holders to maintain close
coordination with the IAF,
Airport Authority of India
{AAL), and other relevant
agencies to ensure the
smooth and successful oper-
ationalization ofincreased
flights. He stressed the
importance of ensuring
satety, operational efficien-
cy, and minimal disruption
to both civilian and defence
activities.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Commissioner Sec-
retary, Civil Aviation Dr L
Franklin; Secretary Tourism,
Vikram Singh Malik; De puty
Commissioner Leh, Santosh
sukhdeve; representatives
fromIAF, AAL, different air-
lines and stakeholders from
tourism and hotel indus-

tries.



Corporate Communications Directorate

e faa=aas uifdeyo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDILA,

STATEMEN

DELHI

13 APRIL 2025

Flight operations remainaffected at
airport due toinclementweather

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
2iL

MNEW DELHI 12AF

A day after the inclement
weather conditions, fight
opertions remained affected
on Saturday as well, causing
inonvenience Lo passen pers
due tothe delays.

According to Fightmdnr24,
a liveDight-tracking website,
439 amvalsand 507 depamures
were delayed an Friday, while
by Saturday noon, 40 percent
of the depaning Bights from
Dielhi airport were delayed
by anaverage of 44 minutes,

“Flight operations ot the
Deelhi airport are improving;
however, a few flights are
still impacted due to lost
night's weather conditions.
(har on-ground teams and
all stukeholders are working
together to minimise any
INCOMVENIENCE ID Passergers.

the Delhilntemational Airport
Limited (DIAL) said in a post
onx

In an advisory, IndiGo
stote dthat ongoing adr traffic
congeston in Delhils delaving
take-offs and landing clear-

ances. Due o the consequen-
tinl impact, o few lights aoross
I:I'L;: network have been affect-
£

Ini a statement, Al India
saidpassengers fying toand
from Delhi should expect

potential dismptions dueto
heavy dusty winds forecast
for Saturday bemween 530
pmand pm

“Similar weather condi-
tions on Friday caused flight
diversions and delays, with
alrrafic conpestioncontin
uing to affect operations on
Saturday. Since disruptions
have a cascading impact on
flight schedules, weare making
every effort to manage them
effectively and minimise
i.l'l.l.'ﬂl'l'l."{"l'lll"l'lrl‘. h‘l.l.t SOme
delays or chonges may still
occur,” itadded.

Netizens took to social
media and highliphted the
delays. "1 along with 200 more
passengers suffered in Delhi
Adrpon for a Migh teo Murm bai
from 2.15 AM till now, No
response from the Airlines,
No one evening asking for
water,” a user posted on X.
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UP govt notifies
land acquisition
for third and
fourth phases
of Noida airport

Ashni.Dhaor@timesofindia.com

Noida: As Noida Internation-
al Airport targets launching
flight operations in May, UP
govt has issued a notification
initiating land acquisition for
the third and fourth phases of
the project in Jewar.
Noidaairportistobe devel-
oped over four phases by 2040,
with the project plan provid-
ing for a maximum of four
runways. Onerunway, a termi-
nal building and an air traffic
control tower are coming up
on the 1,334 hectares acquired
in phase 1. MRO and aviation
hubs are proposed on the 1,365
hectares acquired in phase 2.
A total of 2,053 hectares is
proposed to be acquired for the
last two phases, of which 1,857
hectares is privately owned.
Twomorerunwaysandaglobal
aerospace manufacturing hub
are proposed in phases 3and 4.
A social impact assessment
(SIA), undertaken by Gautam
Buddha University and ap-
proved by the state govt in Jan,
found around 8400 families
across 14 villages—Thora,
Neemka Shahjahanpur, Khwaj-
pur, Ramner, Kishorepur, Ban-
waribas, Parohi, Mugimpur
Shivara, Jewar Bangar, Sabauta
Mustafabad, Ahmedpur Chau-
rauli, Dayanatpur, Bankapur
and Rohi—in Jewar tehsil will
bedisplaced inthese two phases.
Last month, UP announced
that landlosers will be entitled
to Rs 4,300 per square metre in
compensation, which i1s 40%
higher than the Rs 3,100 per
sqm offered in the second
phase. In phase 1, UP offered Rs
2,100 per sqm in compensation.
Anotification issued by the
civil aviation department re-
cently stated that under the
Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land Ac-
quisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013, dis-
placed families will be rehabil-
itated to areas equipped with
basic amenities like roads, wa-
ter, electricity sewerage,
parks, community halls,
schools, hospitals, as well as
religious places, like temples
and mosques, as per their so-
cial and cultural background.
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1 dead, over 15
flights diverted
in Delhi dueto
adverse weather

NEW DELHI, PTI: A 67-year-
old man died while another
sustained serious injuries
after construction material
fell on them from the roof
of a building in the Chander
Vihar area following a dust
stormon Friday.

According to police, the
incident occurred around
6.30 pm when construc-
tion material from the roof
of the five-storey building
fell on the adjacent road.
Two persons injured in the
incident were rushed to the
LBS Hospital, wheredoctors
declared Chander Pal (67)
broughtdead.

In another incident, a
13-year-old boy was injured
inDelhi’s Karol Bagh area af-
ter a newly constructed bal-
cony of a building collapsed
following a dust storm.

Over 15 flights were also
diverted at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International Air-
port on Friday evening due
to inclement weather. Indi-
Gosaid Delhiand Jaipur are
experiencing a dust storm,
affecting takeoffs and land-
ings and potentially causing
air traffic congestion.

12 APRIL 2025
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498 flights delayed, over 40
diverted in storm aftermat

\Aheli Das and
Meha LM Tripathi

ntreportersd hindustantines com

MEW DELHI: Flight operations al
Delhi's Indirm Candhi Interna-
tinnal (IGI) airport remained
severely disrupted on Saturday
s the impact of Friday evening's
intense thunderstorm com-
pounded ongoing problems
icaused by a runway dosure that
egan earlier this week.

According to Might tracking
klata from Flightradar24, at least
98 flights were delayed on Sat-
urday till 7. 20pm. An airport
iofficial confirmed that over 40
flights had been diverted since
Friday evening and more than
300 Mights were delayed,

I'he already challenging situs-
tion at the airport has been exac-
erbated by the planned cosure
ol Runway 2810 since Apail 9 for
maintenance work. The aimpon
ioperator had announced in Feb-
ruary that the mnway would be
non-operational from April due
to an upgrade to the Instrument
Landing Svstem (ILS). While this
upgrade will eventually allow
flighits to operate in low-visbility
conditions—a common issue
during Delhi's winter fog,
fauthorities and operators apypear
to have been unprepated Lo
account for the challenges in
running curtailed operations,

Social media platforms were
fiooded with complaints from
frustrated passengers facing
long deloys, poor communica-
thorn, and varous inconvenie-
)oes,

“ 20 min dust storm in Delhi,
there's chaos everywhere.
IBecause the airlinesdon't have a
system of contingency plan-
Jlji]E, .- A0 ‘.‘i!ll!li}l’.lﬂ. COMTi-
iention, hasic facilities, nothing...
It took 15 hours to retrieve my
bagaze,” one user wrote,

Another passenger tagged Air
India and wrote: “.fight
departed 12 hours late, There
wis no suppart from vour side at
Delhi Airport, all your higher
luthority was sleeping peace-
fully when we were suffering,
Delay was due to total misman-
agement of Adr India”

People enjoy arelatively conl day on the Kartavva Path lawns, a day after dust storms wreaked havoc on Delhi-NCH.

Dhzlhi and the National Capital
Region (NCH) were hit by gusty
winds exceeding 80 km/hr on
Friday evening as an intense
thunderstorm wreaked havoe,
causing widespread damage,
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) had initially
issued a yellow alert For Satui-
day as well, forecasting light rain
with thunderstorm and light-
ning, but withdrew it in the lat-
ter half of the day.

At Spm on Saturday, Delhi
International Abrport Limited
(DAL} posted an X: “Flight oper-
ations at Delhi Airport are nor-
mal, but some airlines are still
affected by last night's weather
conditions. Our teams are work-
ing hard to mindmise inconven-
fence,” and advised all flyers m
check their Mlight status regu-
larly for updates,

The spill-over effects appear
to have persisted longer than
they should have dueto the un-

way closure. India's busiest air
terminal, Delhl s handling
approsdmately 200 fewer Mights
daily since April 8 when runway
2810 was closed for upgradies,

Aviation expert Capt, Mohan
Ranganathan criticised airlines
for rot making adequate adjust-
inents i account for e Hivdted
aperations due to the planned
runway dosure, “The airlines
should have ideally planned a
reduced number of flight opera-
tions per day when they were
Inforined aboiit the wirvailalsl-
ity af one of the magor mmways.
However, doing so would affect
theirrevenue, Sadly, they prefer
their convenience over passen-
ger convenience,”

Merk D Marin af Martin Con-
sulting said the Delhi airport
should have been the least
affected by the closure of one
runway, as it still has three oth-
ers available. “The aidines seem
Lo lave nol planned lor the nun-

way unavailability well,” he said

A lormer airport official,
reguesting anenyiity, explained
that multiple fctors contributed
toy the delays: “Runway 29010 i
peographically located in the
middle of the airfield, which
increases the time taken for air-
craft to taxi, Thisleads to eascad-
ing delays. For instance, if an
arriving aircraft lands on a run-
way farther from the terminal
than the one currently closed,
the taxi time increases. Conse-
quently, passenger disembarka-
tion is delaved, cleaning smaff
boards the aircraft later than
scheduled, and the boarding of
passengers [or the next sectoris
al so delayed. As a result, ground
operations are severely impacted
in such situations,”

While the airlines HT spoke to
claimed they were working
closely with the airport operator,
the Airports Authority of India,
and the IMD, no airling has

ARVIND ¥ ALV HT

announced any planned or
advance cancellations of ights,
sugpesting airlines are attempt-
ing to operate all scheduled
flights despite the challenging
clrcumstances.

An airline official, speaking
on condition of anonymity, said
that all aiflines were collectively
ek to rind mise passen ger
inconvenience. “Real ime moni-
toring of flights, coordinating
with stakeholders and keeping
the passengers updated are
soime of the work that has been
dane from the first day of the
plasined maintenance leading to
the runway shutdown,” he said.

An official close to the devel-
opment said, "Air India fights
were impacted severely on Sat-
urday morning as well. There
wis a bit ofcongestion at the air-
port as several flights had been
dismupted since Friday evening.
Operations were mostly normal
alter 10 am.”
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Dust storm, rainfall lead
to massive delays, flight
disruptions at IGI airport

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AFRIL 12

HUNDREDS OF passengers
watited o long hours at the
Delhi atrporton Saturday as
morethan 450 lightswere de-
layed and mamy Nights can-
celled due tooorgestion, with
the situation staming (o ease
from afternoon. The delay me-
sulied from the Capital facing
a duststom and rainfall on
Frickay evening,

According 1o
Flightrad ar24, a live flighe-
tracking website, 30 amiving
flights and 507 deparrting
fhghts were delayed on Friday.
As ol Saturday noon, 40% of
the departing Mights from
Delhi airport wieredelayed by
an average of 48 minutes

*Poor weather, caused by
heavy thunderstorms and
gy wincs, hac affected lighe
operations across parts ol
Northem India. Some of our
Mights toand from Delhiare be-
ing delwed or diverted, which
5 likdly to mpact our overall
Might schedule,” said Aur India
I atrmeel advisory issusdon X
on Frickey evening,

“Last night's bad weather
has had a cascading effect on
flight operations Gl now.” a
spokesperson for the Delhi

Intesmiational Alsport Lid (DALY
s on Sanrday,

Passengers took Lo social
miedia to express their frusra-
tion. “AR220 diverted to
Amrntsar, [ n Amristsar since
B30wath no update on when
i will deprart. Passengers notal
lewved todeplane. Worstexpe
nence ever. My parents and
parerts inlaw are onthe plane
and overallhandling is pathe tic
(sicL" a passenger posted on
social media Fday night

Ihe delaysabso led tochaos
atthe airport. "“There is total
chaos at Terminal 3, @airingdia
please a least provide update
on Mights. Boards are not get-
ting updated. There is no Air
Irsclia stalf to help or provide
any update. #0elhidirport
FDelhitirpont GME,” a pasen-
ger posted on social media

Delhi airport s alsocur-
rently funcooning with one
less rumaay thanusual adding
I the disruption in Mightoper-
ateons, Fumway 1028 i5 being
upsraded toenable kow visibil-
ity operations [rom both ends
beforethe next winter

“Dielhi airport i currently
undergmng essenial rumway
upgrades. .. We are working
closely withallstakeholders o
minimize any polenialimpact
on flight operations,” the ar-
port had posted on X on
Wisdnesday

13 APRIL 2025



e | o
R fAa=gas uiftrewor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVODHYA TIMES DELHI 13 APRIL 2025

Feri 4 fe 2 el Hifean W ey A i T

B il & veeaé o afiel @ s
R 9 3 B aed? v @l

g foreeft, 12 sy ( vy =) e W
i s T T F wre s v e o g
s ) e 3 varemn T EwEE ® sy
| w5 e 3 fverm 6 s 39 12 2
W O W E AR N T I TR g A TR
W form, ‘=i 3 W il e # s W
qiete ¥ 1w vemse & Wi F sprdz ¥ dnd
ke A6 ) 0 ¥ e @ wdenl) uee w1 W
W WUEE 7 v e i E ope A e
wEATE WA, W Ay wm bl
g e dwmmm e e 4

6 4R g3 Uetise fRalgye

wwwmﬁmwwwmnm:}
T e W W W W A & W e e i Em
— _ Loy : uEe {1 59% e o w2 &l | snw ¥ e s s 08 argm
difz i o = adaleh A K

3= —y el —mifmiTEwewm s e wos
= % W 5 R T TArmE W OWE W W ¥ TN
W E:‘ w3 s 6 dqd & o e o m ogm e A

TP T W) S0 O Y W W . Jead f e TeE W wafan g5

i s ey e, 3 1 g 3

N v s . i oy T T
:—3 '. T .Eﬂd;‘ild'!d L] Ll ;f.ﬂﬂ A lenid 199 st e afersnll ) o & s, @i & ae wd ven gl
i Mo otisealion . Sl WRATAR g s v 3 7 =7 fom vy 7ot wrid 0 S v

FIEI, 9 WA I W W0 @ 6 s
T ¥ TR T W T A W g il
s wait wdarll wdl afedl 6 seem &6 @ FHemraw

gl wifiva w1 @ € HOIUE |

| WA W W S | S e S
= Teedl i 8 v e i s vandd @ e ag i
v 1 o2 il A wa B wlan e s o nid sl
WY A FAeE T R 50 F T e W o il



AN

RO faa=aa= uifdswo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

PIONEER

DELHI

13 APRIL 2025

it & BRI SN UF 350 33 5% 29

Hwﬁmm@ﬁamﬁlﬂmﬁmmﬁmqﬂmumﬁﬂ

@ 33 e
e ¢t 40 e @
31feies oof @t a1

b e A L s el

Ferett oo gttt A B

W F AN Hee

A el 1 -
71 fom ) = ym ol s
i gem F T e e
Arosiy T o W oy
AT g0 A weTEA g
ToE e wtEn H o s
w1 AEEmE wiER w
AESIME W TET SETaE
it o F v wfEn F 350
4 wfus FoM =1 AETa
= g Hmw  iifE
I 7 R AR W
wiiEl WO T w R
At Hifen T fww)
fafee (=) & vem WS

2t TEw wh fie WU e
# o Feelt wand argE W TEE
et # qun B ey
FA M R dmm 5 el S
FIM HE T A W il
£ i fafv= &R o ad
forer ofdi =t Felt o
wfen 1w 30§ g
foemr sm s 8 e m

FAGSEAEE F19 T I
Adl ¥ arEm, 350 8 sfus
ST 7 o B wR o
ﬁnmmﬁqﬁm’nm
fore & afie o

fmrm st 3 5w L
WA TF a9 32 e wm
oF 7= F ¥, oot § o=
TETIR AR oFm T
51 737 WO o T =1 e

-:Hfi:arﬂ aTEA 35

ﬂmﬁmmﬁml#fﬁﬁ

L F e
*-ﬂﬂ‘ffqﬁﬂﬁﬂmmﬁm

| ﬂﬁwmﬂfwﬂfmm

| e 38 ot Aferm 9
 firree o &, Taed gae sl
m H owi A e T B
o gaw qn P o
o i B TR O I o1
| Tfemem = fn wn, S dfgn
% dm A 9 folt =m &
Fadt
| Afemm w1 W l
| e &mmﬂﬂh
'mmqwﬂﬁmq
'amﬂmmafnqmq
'Wﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁl‘ﬁ

-

® gt fdeiar o
3idTct Sidle gUar &
o[shale e o fere
e 3T oTel B
G 2

et o fvm § s oo
TR 4 e 7§ fm
e ¥ A e W e fam
# dEm fawm F sqEm,
wfEr =TS TEeE W
=m A 19 fen wfees
= 5 ) e s Rl A
gt ot di o owme &
M 10 S7HE =R A

*Fauammmtmmn
gt F25% F Ho I ot wafE
e 8 o ot o S
& @ = § =10 1w W

waE T s d b
Y TEE W a4 T
=] ¥, it uE T T
F oo &z fem o &) O

;|9 fc1 ol 2red, 3p7ct e o e i

25.9 Tift Afvags 75 w9 ™
1| 79 fam A e T
0o dfrrm A k
TEE T ST 9IEE 19 W
TEE T T9E WENTM H T
Toreft & =i e = o wem
gt o =t g B

dten fovm & s, 12
i | P 16 wiE I o
(Y AW T o # ER
STl TR | T A H i e
B T S e e = iR
7% g 58 e S fhy
F e e = = T
I T | A 45 flt o
s w3 40 Fewind
e Wt TR A T e

Hifem w1 =2 i § 2 3
I=F F tem # vt o
sreprren & =tfed oen fem



_ AN

Heara fau=gas wiftresso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

; PIONEER

LUCKNOW

12 APRIL 2025

Weather mayhem: 61 die in Bihar, 20 ﬂlghts diverted in Delhi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B New Delhi

hile a sudden change in weather
Wbrought respite for people from

the scorching heat in Delhi and
Uttar Pradesh on Friday, lightning strikes
and hailstorms in Bihar have claimed 61
lives in the last 24 hours, officials said. At
least 20 flights were diverted in Delhi due
to inclement weather conditions even as
outage was reported from different areas in
the national capital.

In Bihar, 39 people died due to hailstorms
and rain-related incidents, while lightning
strikes claimed 22 lives.

Twenty-five deaths had been reported on
Thursday evening, and the death toll
mounted to 61 after collation of data from
various Bihar districts, they said.

A report said three persons were
injured when a scaffolding of an under-
construction building in Chander Vihar
in trans-Yamuna area of Delhi crashed due
to gusty winds.

In Bihar, Nalanda reported the highest
number of fatalities at 23, followed by
Bhojpur (six), Siwan, Gaya, Patna and
Sheikhpura (four each), Jamui (three) and

Visitors during a dust storm at Kartavya Path, in New Delhi

Jehanabad (two). Gopalganj, Muzaffarpur,
Arwal, Darbhanga, Begusarai, Saharsa,
Katihar, Lakhisarai, Nawada and Bhagalpur
districts reported one death each.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar

=

PTI

offered condolences over the deaths and
announced ex gratia of ¥4 lakh each for the
next of kin of the deceased.

In the national capital, the maximum
temperature settled at 35.8 degrees Celsius,

marking a dip of 3.8 notches from
Thursday’s high of 39.6 degrees Celsius.

Strong dust storms and gusty winds hit
Delhi this evening, prompting the MeT
department to warn of adverse weather con-
ditions in the coming hours and issue an
“orange” alert for Delhi-NCR.

At least 20 flights were diverted at the
Indira Gandhi International Airport here
due to inclement weather.

“Due to inclement weather conditions in
Delhi, some of the flights at Delhi Airport
are impacted. Passengers are advised to con-
tact their respective airlines for the latest
flight updates,” airport operator DIAL said
in a post on ‘X’ at 7.15pm.

IndiGo said Delhi and Jaipur are expe-
riencing a dust storm, affecting takeoffs and
landings and potentially causing air traffic
congestion. This may lead to delays or diver-
sions, the operator said in the post.

While two weather stations — Ridge and
Ayanagar — in Dethi on Thursday record-
ed heatwave conditions with temperatures
settling above 40 degrees Celsius, on Friday
all monitoring stations in the city
recorded a high below the 40-degree mark.

Continued on »» PB

Weather mayhem: 61 die in Bihar, 20 flights diverted in Delhi

Continued from »» P1 The IMD has pre-

dicted thunderstorms with rain in Delhi on
Saturday. In Uttar Pradesh, light rain
accompanied by strong winds in several dis-
tricts of the western part of the state on
Friday evening brought a much-needed
relief from the recent spell of intense heat.

In Moradabad, five students from a pri-
vate university sustained injuries after
being struck by lightnin

The universitys media m—charge MP
Singh said, “Five male students pursuing
Various g;aduate programmes Were on way
back to their hostel on Thursday night when
it started raining. Seeking shelter under a
tree, the students were unfortunately struck
by lightning” The sudden change in
weather patterns brought considerable
relief from scorching heat across the state
as the maximum daytime temperature

recorded an average drop of approximate-
ly five degrees Ce

State capital Lucknow recorded a high of
32.9 degrees, 4.3 notches below the normal.
Fatehpur and Banda recorded the highest
maximum in the State at 40.6 degrees each.

The Meteorological Department report-
ed that a number of areas, including
Saharanpur, Moradabad and Hapur, wit-
nessed lightning and hailstorms in isolat-
ed pockets during the intervening night of
April 10 and 11.

In Uttarakhand, heavy rain lashed the
Nandprayag area of Chamoli district follow-
ing which debris generated by the recon-
struction of a national highway gushed into
several shops and hmels%ku]:laﬂzagi.ng goods
kept inside them, officials said.

While advising people to stay indoors,
secure windows and doors, and avoid

unnecessary travel, the IMD also outlined
possible impacts of the severe weather, cau-
tioning that strong winds and hail may
damage plantations, horticulture, and
standing crops. A report from Shimla said
light to moderate rains lashed several
parts of Himachal Pradesh while high alti-
tude tribal areas received light snowfall on
Friday.

Dharamshala was the wettest with
37mm rain, followed by Dalhousie at
21mm, Gohar at 19.0mm, Kangra at
14.2mm, Pandoh at 14.0mm, Paonta
Sahib at 13.6mm, Karsog at 13.1mm,
Mandi at 8.0mm, Sangla at 7.4 mm,
Shimla at 7mm and Guler at 5.6 mm.

Shimla, Sundernagar, Jubberhatti, Jot,
and Kangra saw thunderstorms while
heat wave conditions prevailed in
Sundernagar and Dharamshala, and severe

heat waves in Bhuntar, the local MeT
station said.

The Lahaul and Spiti Police has asked
commuters to assess the weather condi-
tions before travelling as snowfall was wit-
nessed at various places in the district.

The MeT station has issued ‘yellow’
warning of thunderstorm accompanied
with lightning at isolated places in
Chamba, Kangra, Kullu, Mandi, Shimla
and Sirmaur on April 12 and predicted dry
weather in the state till April 17.

The maximum and minimum temper-
atures dropped marginally and Una was
the hottest with 36.2 degrees while Keylong
was the coldest with a low of 2.0 degrees.

With fresh rains, the monthly rain
deficit in April has reduced from 99 to 90
per cent and seasonal rainfall deficit from
March 1 to April 11 was 43 per cent.
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Flights
diverted
from Delhi

W NEW DELHI: More than
15 fliights were divertad
at the Delid airport on
Friday evening because
of Inclement waather,
The national capital
witnessed strong dust
storms and gusty winds.
A source said that over
15 Mights wers divert-
ed at Indira Gandhl
International Alrport
(IGIA). “Due to inclement
weather comditions in
Dedhl, some of the flights
at Delhi Afrport are
impacted. Passengers are
advised to contact thelr
respactive alriines for
the latest flight updates,”
alrport operator DIAL
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Flight from
Nepal reaches
five hours late

Priyangi.Agarwal@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A Kathmandu-Delhiflight
usually takes less than two hours.
However, for some passengers, it
became an ordeal of nearly seven ho-
urs due to inclement weather in Delhi
on Friday.

The IndiGo flight 6E1156 took off
around 5pm (Indian time) on Friday
from Kathmandu for Delhi and was
scheduled to land at IGI Airport at
6.20pm. However, after a storm hit Del-
hi, the non-stop flight was diverted to
Chandigarh as it could not land here.
The passengersremained in the air for
over three hours, and the flight finally
landed at Chandigarh at 7.50pm.

The flight took off again from Chan-
digarh for Delhiat10.09pm. However, the
half-hour journey from Chandigarh to
Delhi turned into a 1.44-hour flight. The
traffic congestion forced the flight to re-
ach the city via Lucknow.

Instead of flying directly to Delhi,
the flight reached all the way to Luck-
now and then moved to IGI Airport. As
air traffic was congested following the
storm, with many flights being diver-
ted and delayed, this flight arrived at
IGI Airport at 11.53pm. The flight did
not land in Lucknow.

Of the nearly seven hours, the pas-
sengers spent around 4.45 hours mid-
air. In contrast, the same flight took
just one hour and 50 minutes from
Kathmandu to Delhion Saturday.

IndiGo on Saturday wrote on X,
“Ongoing air traffic congestion in
Delhi 1s causing flights to be held for
takeoff and landing clearance. Due to
the consequential impact, a few flights
across the network are impacted too.
We understand that extended wait
times can be bothersome, and we truly
appreciate vyour  patience. We
recommend checking the flight status
on our website or app for the latest
information.”
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45-min storm blows into
400-flight chaos at IGI

Saurabh Sinha & Priyangi Agarwal

New Delhi: Flyers in and out
of Delhi faced double disrup-
tion since Friday evening.
First, a dust storm led to ma-
ny incoming flights being di-
verted to other cities on Fri-
day. Then, there were long de-
lays in these flights finally ar-
riving at IGI due to the main
runway being shut for upgra-
dation, triggering network-
widedelays on Saturday.
Over 350 departures from
IGI Airport were affected bet-
ween midnight and 2pm Sa-
turday, leaving thousands
stranded. The average delay
was40minutes, and many air-
lines had to cancel flights due
to the scale of disruptions.
Over 40 Delhi-bound

Heatwaves set to
return, warns IMD

Collowinga brief spell of re-
spite due to thunders-
torms in some regions, heat-
wave conditions are set tore-
turn across several parts of
the country, IMD said on Sa-
turday. Northwest Indiaisex-
pected to see a gradual tem-
perature rise of 4°C to 6°C
over the next six days. P10,17

flights had been diverted due
to stormy conditions on Fri-
day. The strong thunders-
torm, with winds reaching
7dkmph, hit IGI around
6.30pm and created chaos.

p Airlines struggle, P8
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Airlines Struggle To Weather Storm

Stranded Passengers Take To Social Media To Complain About Chaos At The Airport

p Continued from P1

he sudden change in wind

‘ speed impacted take-offs

A andlandings, with Air Trat-
fic Control suspending opera-
tions for nearly 45 minutes. The
inclement weather caused a ca-
scading effect with many flights
arriving and leaving late from
Friday eveningto early Saturday.

On average, IGIA handles 1,300
flights and about 2 lakh passengers
(domestic and international) daily.
The sheer volume of passengers af-
fected meant stranded flyers were
packed like sardines with airlines
unable to give clear information on
when their flights would operate.
“The weather-related disruption
was such that despite our best ef-
forts, there has been unavoidable in-
convenience which we regret. This
factor was beyond our control,” said
an airline official, with other airli-
nes issuing similar statements.

As hundreds of passengers we-
restranded for hours, many took to
social media tocomplain about the
chaos at the airport. Some pas-
sengers shared pictures and vide-
os of overcrowded boarding gates.
Dr Shalabh Kumar, a passenger,
shared a video of a jam-packed ga-
te at Delhi Airport’s Terminal 3 on
X on Saturday at 7Tam. “There is ut-
ter chaos,” he said.

Aritra Mukherjee, a passenger,
wrote on X that his Kolkata-Delhi
flight was rescheduled for the se-
venth time. Another passenger, As-
hutosh Anand, complained on X

about the “disgraceful state of affa-
irswith Indian aviation”. Headded,
“A 20-minute dust storm in Delhi
has thrown the entire system into
chaos. Our flight from Kolkata was
diverted to Lucknow, made to wait 4
hours, then landed in Delhi, and
now we've been stuck inside the air-
craft for two hours because there's
no gate available todeboard.”
Sharing a video of a crowded
boarding gate, Vipul Singh, a pas-

senger, claimed that there was
“ultra mismanagement and a
stampede-like situation at Te-
rminal 3, Delhi Airport, duetopo-
or mismanagement.”

Delhi Airport tweeted at
11.53am on Saturday that previous
night'’s inclement weather signifi-
cantly impacted flight operations
across the country With disrup-
tions continuing, Delhi Airport
posted an update at 5pm: “Flight

operationsat Delhi Airportarenor-
mal, but some airlines are still af-
fected by last night's weather condi-
tions. Our teams are working hard
to minimise inconvenience. Please
check flight status on our website
and airline websites for updates.”
IndiGo said on X Saturday af-
ternoon: “Ongoing air traffic cong-
estion in Delhi is causing flights to
be held for takeoff and landing cle-
arance. Due to the consequential

Air India @
Ealrindia

IndiGo .
@1IndiGo6E

#E6ETravelAdvisory: Please expect a wait while
flying to/from Delhi due to the ongoing air
traffic congestion. We'll get you moving as soon
as we receive the final nod. Check your flight
status here bit.ly/2EJGGT

Vipul Singh
W @Vipul_sing

Ultra mismanagement and stampede like
situation at Terminal 3, New Delhi Airport due
to poor mismanagement by airport
management and airindia

EEnMmOLndia, arendramodi please intervene
immediately to save us from any big incident.

== #TravelAdvisory

Air India advises passengers flying today to/
from Delhi to expect potential disruptions due
to heavy dusty winds forecast today between
17:30 and 21:00 hrs IST. Similar weather
conditions yesterday caused flight diversions
and delays, with air traffic congestion
continuing to affect operations into today. As
such disruptions have a cascading impact on
flight schedules, we are making every effort to
manage them effectively and minimise
inconvenience, but some delays or changes
may still occur.

Sahil Bajaj
@thinkfloy d

Eainnaia

Our flight from GOA MOPA airport to Delhi was
supposed to take off at 7:00am today - 12 April,
2025.

Dr. Safeer Choudhary @
maapkasafear

The departure says 2:15pm now.
Flight Indigo 6E2397 jammu To delhi
experiencing a dust storm, affecting takeoffs
and landings and potentially causing air traffic
congestion at delhi airport we are diverted to
jaipur after long 4 hrs waiting to land at delhi
now waiting in aircraft at jaipur airport for
another attempt to land in delhi.

It's delayed and how.

No prior notice,@airindia you are updati
like in 2 hours with hope of 30mins dela

Al2224 - Flight no.

impact, afew flights across the net-
work are impacted too.... recom-
mend checking flight status on our
website or app for the latest infor-
mation. At Delhi Airport, pre-de-
parture formalities are being
completed as we await clearance.”

On Saturday afternoon, Air In-
dia posted that air traffic conges-
tion was continuing to hit opera-
tions. “Disruptions have a casca-
ding impact on flight schedules, we
are making every effort to manage
them effectively and minimise in-
convenience, but some delays or
changes may still occur.™

The main runway was closed
on Tuesday for about four months.
IGIA has four runways, and cur-
rently, three of them are operatio-
nal. Now, flight delays will be wor-
se when changed wind direction
(easterlies) leads to aircraft lan-
ding from Dwarka/Gurgaon side
and taking off towards Vasant Vi-
har — instead of the other way ro-
und when westerlies blow. When
easterlies prevail, as has often be-
en the case since Tuesday, departu-
res can happen from two runways
and arrivals only on one.

When westerlies blow — which
is mostly the case — runway 27/09
can be used in mixed mode to hand-
le both arrivals and departures,
whilerunway 29L.and 29R areused
for only arrivals and departures,
respectively. So, depending on
whether it's peak arrival or depar-
ture time, tworunwayscan beused
for either during westerly time,
thereby reducing delays.
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