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Bids invited for Great Nicobar airport survey

members of the Tribal Council of masta]mfrasu'umutreqmradfor
Javasm,‘ee i Great Nicobar say the Andaman an airport is conducted; this is
R i AR and Nicobar administration has especially important given the
NEW DELHI: The governmenthas  asked them to give up claims to environmental vulnerability of the
invited bids for marine geotech-  some of the villages in which they entire chain of islands in the Bay of
nical investigation work for a  used to live before the tsunami—a Bengal.
greenfield international airport  request they are not keen to accede Such investigations normally
at Chingenh on Great Nicobar to because the old villages are an include in-depth soil sampling,
Island to be developed by the Air-  integral part of their culture and drilling, and geophysical surveys
ports Authority of India (AAI), heritage. to evaluate the seabed and sub-
according to documents seen by Theinternational airportisone  The airport is a component of seabed conditions.
HT. of the four components of the  the Great Nicobar Holistic Further, AAL last November,
Chingenhisoneoftheso-called  Great Nicobar Holistic Develop-  Development Project. also invited an e-tender for
pre-tsunamii villages, fromwhich  ment project. The other three are “Project Management Consult-

tribals were relocated to various
camps after the 2004 tsunami;
they have since been seeking per-
mission to retum, but the adminis-
tration hasn't allowed them to.
HT reported on January 23 that

an International Container Trans-
shipment Terminal (ICCT); a
power plant; and a township. The
total land required for the project
i5166.10 sgkm.

The tender called by Engineers

India Limited, a state-owned engi-
neering consultancy and project
management company on Febru-
ary 4, is aimed at ensuring that
investigations related to design
and construction of offshore and

ancy Services for Development of
Greenfield Airport at Great Nico-
barIsland”.

That tender document said the
project cost is estimated to be
3573 crore.
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Bihar urges Centre to fast-track

int’l tag for Darbhanga airport

Bishnu K Jha

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

DARBHANGA : The Bihar gov-
ernment has stepped up efforts
to secure international status
for Darbhanga airport, with
JD(U) working president and
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Kumar
Jha on Wednesday urging the
Centre to expedite the process
during Zero Hour in the Upper
House.

Raising the issue in Parlia-
ment, Jha highlighted the state
government'’s “prompt and pro-
active” steps to facilitate the
upgradation of the airport,
which currently operates under
the Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS-UDAN) and is
considered one of the top-per-
forming airports under the
scheme in terms of passenger
traffic.

He informed the House that
the Bihar government had sent

a formal proposal to the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI)
on September 18, 2024, seeking
international status for Dar-
bhanga airport, followed by a
reminder. The airport pres-
ently functions under the con-
trol of the Indian Air Force,
making coordination with the
Union government and defence
authorities crucial for any
expansion.

According to Jha, the AAL in
a letter dated October 18, 2024,
had conveyed the requirement
of around 90 acres of addi-
tional land to extend the run-
way to 12,000 feet to accommo-
date wide-body aircraft in line
with international airport
norms. Acting swiftly, the state
government secured a no-ob-
jection certificate from the
ministry of defence on Decem-
ber 9, 2024.

Subsequently, the Bihar Cab-
inet, in its meeting on January

10, 2025, approved 3245 crore
for land acquisition.

The sanctioned funds have
been released to the Darbhanga
district administration, and the
land acquisition process is
stated to be in its final stages.

Emphasising the airport’s
growing importance, Jha said
Darbhanga has emerged as a
key aviation hub for north
Bihar and neighbouring
regions. He noted that its prox-
imity to the India-Nepal border
enhances its strategic and eco-
nomic significance, making a
strong case for international
operations.

Granting international sta-
tus, he argued, would boost
trade, tourism and employ-
ment opportunities in the
Mithila region while strength-
ening connectivity for eastern
India.

Jha urged the Union civil
aviation minister to ensure

DARBHANGA HAS
EMERGED AS A KEY
AVIATION HUB FOR
NORTH BIHAR AND
NEIGHBOURING
REGIONS. ITS
PROXIMITY TO
INDIA-NEPAL
BORDER ADDS TO
STRATEGIC VALUE

coordinated action among all
concerned agencies and take an
early decision on the state's
proposal.

The demand for interna-
tional status has been gaining
momentum in the region amid
a steady rise in passenger traf-
fic, having a footfalls over 30
lakh in five years, and expand-
ing flight operations from Dar-
bhanga in recent years.
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Goa Opp MLAs claim
Centre planning to
shut Dabolim Airport

Pavneet Singh Chadha
Panaji, February 12

OPPOSITION PARTIES in Goa
on Thursday alleged that the
Union government was plan-
ning to shut Gea's Dabolim In-
ternational Airport and hand it
over tothe “corporate lobby”.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, AAP legislator Venzy Vie-
gasaccused theruling BJP gov-
ernment of making com-
promises to benefit its corpor-
ate allies, and claimed that it
has iniriated moves aimed at
shutting Dabolim Airport.

“Dabolim Airportisthelife-
line of South Goa. Our tourism
sectot, taxi operators, hotel in-
dustry and many allied busi-
nesses depend on it. We will
unite all stakeholders in this
sector and citizens to launch a
massive agitation and overturn
the government’s plan. We will
soon take to the streets against
this decision.”

In a post on X, AAP con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal said,
“BJP govi at Centre is planning
to convert Dabolim exclusively

for defence purposes. Dabolim
acts as a lifeline for S Goa. This
is not acceptable to the people
of Goa. We will fight to keep Da-
bolim for civil purposes.”

Dabolim airport is operated
by the Airports Authority of
India as a civil enclave in the
naval airbase INS Hansa.

In a letter addressed to De-
fenice Minister Rajnath Singh
on Thursday, Congress's South
Goa MP Viriato Fernandes re-
quested thatthe airport should
remain operational for both
military and civil/commercial
aircraft.

Goa Transport Minister
Mauvin Godinho said he met
the Defence Minister in Delhi
earlier this week, after he re-
ceived information that a pri-
vate airport operator was
“lobbying” to turn Dabolim air-
port into an exclusive naval fa-
cility. Godinho said Singh as-
sured him the airport would
not be shut. On the sidelines of
an event in Goa, Godinho said
he submitted a memorandum
highlighting certain issuescon-
cerning the airport.
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High-value flyers drive
Adani Airport’s gains

Non-aero revenue accounted for half of company’s 39,652 crore revenue

e e e )

ﬁlehélchaliawala@ﬁwemintcﬂm
MUMEBAI

ith affluent fivers buying

food, chocolates, per-

fumes and duty-free

liquor, Adani Airport

Holdings Ltd made
more incremental income from its non-
aeronautical business than from its main-
stav of managing air traffic during the first
nine months of FY26.

Aeroincome of the Adani Group com-
pany, which is the biggest private airport
operator, grew by overa fifth vear-on-year
to 13,495 crore during the first nine
months through December of FY26. Non-
aero revenue, including from duty-free
shopping and food & beverages sales, prew
by athird to 4,743 crore and accounted for
half of the company’s total revenue of
9,652 crore, according to an investor pre-
sentation by parent company Adani Enter-

prises Lid.

Aeroincome includes revenue from air-
craft landing fees, parking fees, terminal
rentalsand user charges levied on passen-
gers. Income from duty-free sales outlets
and F&B stores falls into the non-aero cate-
gory, which also include lease and retail,
car parking, passengerservices and other
items.

Non-aero income outpac-
ingasrorevenie isin line with
the company’s goals. Adani
Airport chiefexecutive officer

Adani Airpart chief executive officer Arun Bansal said in recent media interviews that

the company is targeting 70% of its revenue from non-aero sources by 2030,

bai airports, he said.

Adani operates eight airports across
India—Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Mangaluru, Jaipur, Guwahati, Thiruvan-
anthapuram and Navi Mumbai, which
opened in December. The company is
expected to be the next to be listed by the
Adani Group.

The Adani Group did not respond to

AERO income rose MOM-aero revenue,  NOMN-aeroincome

BLOOCMBERG

Omly at Delhi airport did non-aero reve-
nue exceed aero income. GMR also oper-
atesairportsin Indonesia, Greece and the
Philippines. The company i yet todisclose
its (3 earnings. Analysts at JM Financial
noted that surging wealth among affluent
Indians has led to significant premiumiza-
tion in consumption.

“This isreflected in rising international
travel (largely driven by metro
cities), and alsorise innon-sero
spends. The rise in non-aero
spendsis in duty-free and air-

R & S 05 by ower a fifth to including duty-free outpacing agro > i . ¥ -

e udn_l B.an:‘:ll f‘ald thf\eulni T3495 croreduring  and FAB sale, revenueic in i ‘dm"“l' “ Pl s tJ].IlH
media interviews thal the e first nine months  grew by a third line with the ATERIE R0 SHEAN FECE Yy
company is tangeting 70% of  through Dec of FY26  to 74,743 crore company’s goals with airportslocated inmetro

its revenue from non-aero

cities (Delhi, Mumbai, Benga-

sources by 20030, Non-aero

revenue brings greater retumns on capital
employed than aeroincome, according to
analysts at hrokerage IM Financial.

The company will invest 120,000 crore
in city-side developments to augment its
non-aero income, the Economic Times
reported on 7 August 2025, quoting Bansal
Almost three-fourths of the investiment will
be earmarked for Mumbai and Navi Mum-

Mint’s request for comment.
Comparatively, the non-aeroincome of
GMR Airports Ltd, the only listed private
airportoperator in India and Adani’s clos-
est peer, from operating the Delhi, Hydera-
bad and North Goa airports was T2 147
crore during the first half of FY26. This
accounted for 42% of the total income of
15,0899 crore at these three airports.

Inru and Hyderahad),” the ana-
Ivsts noged in their 19 December note on
GMR Ajrports.

Theanalysts argued that while there has
been a surge in domestic air traffic, this
increase was led by non-metro cities and
largedy relied onby firs-time fiyers. Thisseg-
ment does notlead toa ise in non-aer reve-
nue, which gives higher retirm on capital,
due tolimited spending power, they noted.
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Bhajji calls for Amritsar
airport expansion

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY12
AAP Rajva Sabha MP and for-
mer international cricketer
Harbhajan Singh met Union
Civil Aviation Minister Kinjra-
pu Rammohan Naidu on
Thursday and pushed for the
expansion of Amritsar airport

Harbhajan urged the Centre
to expand Sri Gum Ram Das
Jee Intemational Airmport in
Amntsarand said the number
of direct flights to the TS,
Canada, and Australia should
be increased. “T met the Civil

Aaation Minister today and
flagped several matters cone
ceming Punjab. Chief among
them was the need for an addi-
tional terminal at Sri Gum
Ram Das Jee International Air-
part in Amritsar If direct air
services to the TS or Canada
are launched from there, it
would greatly benefit the peo-
ple of Punjab,” he said.
Harbhajan said demand for
international conmectivity from
Punjab remains high and
needs to be addressed. —THNS
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India aviation reform vital
before reckless expansion

Indian skies.
Abhl I g‘lglﬂﬁeﬁ. g =
B h attacharwa staff, mandatory check of fly-

to every nook and
corner of this coun-
try 1s a welcome
development. This was evi-
dent at the just-concluded
“Wings Indla® in Hyd-
erabad, and acknowledged
by both Airbus and Boeing,
the two biggest playersin the
world passenger aircraft
market. While Airbus pre
dicted India's commercial
aircrafit fleet would triple to
2250 by the next decade,
Boeing claimed "India and
South Asia will need 3300
new aircraft by 20447,
Nevertheless, the reality of
Indian aviation must be
closely examined. Let's start
with the State’s foundational
document, the Constitution
of India, which prescribes
the role and responsibility of
various wings of the State:

Parliament and state ﬁisla
tures, the executive, §

ry and the overlapping Cen-
tre-state conclument respon-
sibilities, Under the Seventh
Schedule, the “Unjon List”
(Ttern 29) includes “airways,
aireraft and alr navigation of
aerodromes, regulation and
organisation of air traffic
and of aerodromes; provi-
sion for acronautical edica-
tion and training and regula-
tlon of such education and
provided by states and other
agencies”, There is no men-
tion of aviation in either the
“State List" (containing 66
iems) or the “Concurrent
List™ (of 47 items). Therefore,
like control over the
Railways, aviation is the sole
prerogative of the Central
government and its duties
and responsibilities are
clear and unambiguous,
Aviation is a Central subject
and not that of the states as
it's a strategic asset of a con-
tinent-like-country of 1.42
billion people.

This issue has gained criti-
cl importance due o two
recent accidents — the first
on June 12, 2025 at Ah-
medabad airport after an Air
India Boeing-787 “Dreamlin-
er” crashed hmnmdiamly ;ll;
ter take-off, Killing 360 peo)
in airand on the ground; and

the second on January 28,
2026, near Baramati airfield
in Maharashtra, where a
charterad Learjet-15 of a pri-
vate non-scheduled
crashed, killing the

chiel minister of M -
ashtra and his staff on board.
In Ahmedabad, a big plane
crashed within seconds of
take-off. At Baramati, a
small aircraft crashed sec-
onds before landing. That
means both take-off and
landing in Indian aviation,
along with the man-machine
interface and overall airport
infrastructure and manage-
ment, deserve an in-depth re-
look, and long-term reforms
nood to be initiated.

The expansion of aviation
at breakneck speed does not
always work, mainly due to
shMFr complexities and

nistication of technology
and the possible absence of

adequatenumhersd‘imumd

nnel in the apron,

angar, control tower and
cockpit.

Aviation is essentially a
capital, fuel, labour and tech-
intensive ind , and the
gestation period of each
requires long-term expertise
and impeccable profession.
alism. Hence, anyvone with
the sole motive of profit and
cutting corners to fly high
should never be allowed to
operate. The State has to
come down hard and take
control to ensure that Night
safety gets top priority at all
times.

Aviation is the most unfor-
giving among all modemn
industries, and the way
things have been run in
India ever since the 1991-1992
liberalisation and privatisa.
tion means there is a vital
nead for course-correction
by the Indian State. The
skies can’t be left solely in
the hands of private players
any longer. As 1s well
known, over 3 nonsched:
uled private carriers have
closed shop in last 34 vears.
On top of that, the
Government of India was
forced to atise Alr India
owing to the recurring losses
it was incurring.

Since the vast majority of

private airlines have clearly
proved themselves to be less
than competent, it is time for
the Centre to get back Into
the aviation sector because a
continentlikecountry India
should never be left without
a strategic industrial asset
like aerial route. Let the pri-
vate firms continue to oper-
ate, but the fickd today needs
sotind operators with finan-
cial heft. The préTnm apemm .
tors, regrettably, Ve
showed their ambition but
not their ability. Without
sound economics and deep
pockets, operating in the avi-
ation sector is hard to sus-
tain. Quality control and
flight safety being the top
priority, financial shortcuts
are bound 1o lead to avoid-
able disasters.

Let's peruse an open-
souree Internet document. A
letter dated March 5, 2019 by
the chief electoral officer of
Telangana, addressed to all
state officials, forwarded
information received from
the Election Commission on
the “list of non-scheduled
operators’ permit-holders, as
updated by the DGCA, New
Dedhi, up 1o 20.2.2019". There
were 99 (NSOP) private car-
riers on the eve of India's
2019 Lok Sabha elections.

Today, the same “List of
NSOP”, as wupdated till

30.9.2025 and in its
website, conta B carri-
ers (all private, except

Pawan Hans, which is the
;:‘:;llr guwrnment-ﬂn;md

copter service provider)
The list contains a bewilder-
ing variety of aircraft and
helicopters, virtually all of
which are foreign-made, and
thus imported at a huge cost.
Cessna, Bell, Falcon, King-
Alr, Euro-copter, Beecheraft,
Embraer, Challenger, Air-
bus, Ecureuil, Hawker, PC-
12 AW (Augusta-Westland),
Gulfstream, Robinson, Pil-
atus, Sikorsky, Bombardier,
Dauphin, Leonardo, Mi-172
and Learjet45 fill the inven-
tory which criss-cross the

ing machines, repair, over-
haul, spare parts, flight test-
ing, landing chaTrs. park-
ing charges and various
other paraphernalia which
%uire huge investment

an endless flow of cash
becanse of the Night safety
factor.

The offline airfield at
Baramati, where the
January crash took place, is
now in foous. Any serious
person in the aviation world
will always prefer to operate
in a proper take-off landing
environment, with all equip-
ment on the ground in order.
Helicopters can of course be
deployed from helipads: but
if a fastmoving 15-yearold
Learjet-45 with a VIP on
board takes to negotiating an
inherently challenging sce-
nario, with manual helping
hands on the ground or a
rudimentary control tower,
it may be time to first con-
céntrate on arrival and
departure facilities on the
ground before going in for a
reckless expansion of air
assels.

Alrcraft do not fly 24 hours
aday. If it Mies for 10 hours, it
has to be on the ground 14
hours for maintenance and
logistics, engineering needs,
before it can be in the air

again,
Postscript: An Air India
Boeing 787 London-Benga-
luru flight faced a “fuel con-
trol switch™ glitch before
taking off on February 1.
While the plane landed safe
ly and the crew filed a repoit
with the DGCA, the UK Civil
Aviation Authority rightly
questioned the airline’s
action. “How Al 787 craft
with full passenger load,
unded on arrival in India
or safety checks, took off
from London?" The wvery
next day, the government
told iament that “over
two-thirds of Al planes were
identified with recurring
defects”. Clearly Indian avia-
tion needs major reforms:
we have had enough of for-
tune-seeking private play-
ers. Are we missing out on
flight safety?

The writer is a life mem-
berof the Aeronautical
Society of India and an

alumnus af the National

Defence College. New Delhi,
The views expressed here
are peraonal
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Air India to consider 88,000 crore
FY27budget with bulk as opex outlay

—
Rohit Vaid
Baaw Dalhi

The board of Tara Group-
owned Alr India is ex d
to meet oa Friday (February
13, 3036) o consider a
budger of around $88,000
crore for financial vear M26-
27 (FY27), with the bulk of
the ourtlay earmarked for op-
erathonal expenditure, op
srces in the alrline cold
budinesiine.

When contacted, Air India
did not respond to busisess-
line's queries.

Sources told husinesline
that the upooming board
mesting assumes  signifie-
ance a8 the alrine bs expec-
ted to present a new plan o
achieve profitabilicy.

Motably, they said the air-
line might move away from
irs previous plan referred to
a8 “Road to Profitability™.

According to sources, the
airling is projecting revenues
in the eange of £75000-
80,000 erore for the oo
fiscal Consequently, the po-
tenmial shortfall of around
ER.000-10.000 crore may be
supported by promorer Taza
Sons, a8 per sources familiar

"I'I:. ‘HD*,:

with the mater

Besides,
sources pointed out thar hir-
ing in select operational and
engineering roles, as well as
rationalisation of interna-
tlonal operations in view of

of airapace restric-
tons will be other izems on
he board's agenda.

"BLACK BWAN" EVENTS
The alrline hag suffered the
impact of a series of “black
swan” evenrs over the past
one year, including geopoliz-
beal tensions, airpace chos-
ures, safery-related disrup-
gons  amd  operathonal
challenges.

A case In polnt, sources
cited, Is the impact of
Paldgran's airspace closre,
which on a fullyear basis
would cost the airline ap-
proximately  €4,500-€5.000

crore on account of longer
flight routings and higher
fuel burm,

“Mow even Lran airspace ia
closed, impacting operarions
to Europe and to the US. The
longer roures are mose Cime-
consuming and expensive to
operate,” a second source

“International route ra-
thomaligation might be dis-
cussed. However, the cost-
cutting measures will most

r ¢ consume The ma-
ority of the beard's focus "
the soarce noted. Presently,
the airline |5 trying o boost
cost saving measures; it has
fromen fresh hirings and
placed certain teavel restric-
ThOIE 0N EXeCUTives,

Last vear, Alr India under-
took temporary reductions
in some international and
domestic services to stabilise
operations and manage dis-
ruptions, including safery in-

;Pamnns and  extended
ight routings.

Meamwhile, delays in ale-
craft deliveries, ongoing fleer
refurbbshment, and integra-
tion-related costs continne
o exert pressure on finamsees
and capacity expansion
plans.
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Airlines flag ‘operational instability” over crew rest norms

Le—="]
Rohit Vaid
Mores Duifs

The airline indusl:r:, has
formally ralsed ohjections 1o
the Directorate General of
Civil Awiarlon’s (DGCA)Y
latest draft regularions on
cabin crew farigue manage-
MREnT Horms,

In a levter dated lanuary
12, 2026, addressed to the
DCA, the Federation of In-
dian Alrlines (FAL), which
Fepresents major carriers in-
cluding Air India, IndiCzo and
Spaceler, stated thar the pro-
posed framework could ere-
ate srructural constralnts
acroas the sector.

businessline has reviewed

the FIA letrer which cau-
toned thar the p
framework could lead 1o op-
eramional insrabiliny.

Notably, the federatlon
described the draft rules as
more restrictive than pee-
vailing Enternationsl
standards.

According o the FLA, the
proposed norms Lack the re-
guired flexibility to address
diverse operational models
followed by Indian carriers.

SCHEDULING ISSUE

On the isswe of scheduling,
the FIA has wrged the regu-
lator to adopt “Flight Dury
Period’ which is defined as
the tomal duration a crew
member remains on duty as

T.he rimary metrie for as-
n.g fargue, instead of

b T caps
9, the Edmmnn
}ns qued. objections to the
sed expansion of the

“night window" berween
midnight and Gam, along
with a restriczion limiting
crew to two landings during
this period.

As per the federation,

these measures would dis-
rupt established crew pale-
kngs and result in additional
durty days.

Furthermore, the draft
provision which mandates
single-room  accommoda-
tion for cabin crew during
Eayorvers has emerged as an-
other area of disagreerment

FlA has termed the re-
quirement a5 operationally
Impractical, citing lmited
hotel inventory. Neverthe-
leag, v malnealmed that twin-
sharing arrangements allow
qul.dg asgistance in the
event of medical
emergencies.

tionally, the federa-
ton srated that the cumuolar-
bve impact of the proposed

provisions would lead to in-
creased dury fragmentacion
and 2 higher number of
nights spent away from
hame base.

It added dhar the o
could reduce alrlines” ahiliry
to recover from disruprions
arising from adverse weather
conditions or  technieal
issues.

The Lr!dmm':."s represent-
ation comes after a pcrtm:lnf
operational &lgmﬁd.uu
1at|. 2025 due to the im
menting of the new plln‘: fa-
tigue regularions.

Accordingly, the Federa-
thon of Indian Alrlines has

bia phased or ered
impl emgmmn d’mﬂbsegprn-
posad cabin crew rules.
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No final conclusions
reached: AAIB on
All71 crash probe

The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIBR) on Thursday said media reports claim-
ing that the investigation into the Air India
flight Ali7i crash has been finalised are
“incorrect and speculative”, adding that the
probe is still underway and no final con-
clusions have been reached. The AATR said it
isconducting the probe strictly in accordance
with the Aircraft (Investigation of Accidents
and Incidents) Rules, 2025, and in line with
India’s obligations under ICAD Annex 13,
which lays down intemational standards for
aircraft accident investipations. Referring to
the preliminary report on the Al171 crash
released inJuly last year, the AATBR said it had
only provided factual information available at
that stage of the imvestigation.  8s REPORTER

SpiceJet swings to
1262 crorelossin
December quarter

Budget carrier SpiceJet swung to a T262 crorne
loess in the December quarter of 2025-26(FY 26)
as compared to a 120 crore profit in the corme-
sponding period Last year due to the impactof
the new labour codes, grounded aircraft
awaiting maintenance, international airspace
restrictions and a weaker mipee against the
dollar. The airfine’s total income declined 6.6
per cent year-on=year (Y-o-Y) to T1,545 crore,
while total expenses rose 9.4 per cent Y-o-Y 1o
T1.787 crore. On a sequential basis, the loss
narrowed from 622 crore in the September
quarter. Spiceet said the implementation of
the niew labour codes from Novembber 21, 2025,
led toa one-time increase inemployes benefit
provisions, resulting inan exceptional itemoof
T10.8 core during the quarter. 85 REPORTER
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Nearly half of sanctioned
posts vacant at DGCA

There are 787 VACANT PosTs in
the Directorate Genaral of
Chvil Avistion {DGCA) of the
1otal 1630 sanctioned posts in
the aviation safety body, the
govemment informad Parlis-
menton Thursday. As many
a8 230 posts, of the total E
sanctioned posts, inthe

Buresu of Chwil Aviation Seciis-

Ity ame vacant. The shortiall

hias mot impacted the -
tionkng of these arganisations.
Furthes, all merhads, Fusthse,
all methods of recruioment ane
pursued vignrously in order to
ensure timely and continuos
3'-‘{h|.i.'a|.'hi|Jl'!| of NL]L‘IL‘CL[I': man-
peowver, Minister of State for
Civil Avinrion, Murlidhar

Nlohal seated L a wrltten reply

nvthe Lok Ssbia. eT
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ol @ 20 el a® g 3-
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Air India Starts Final
Compensation Process
for Al 171 Crash Victims

Families must waive
future claims to
receive final payout

Press Trestof Indla

Neew' Delthi: Alr leelin hos nbtioied
ihe process of paying finsl ooms
penmaiion io fnmilies of those kil
leed inthe AL ET1 plame crash, with
recigrients requinsd b sign o dis
alisps anil |sdemniy Form oo
e gt (Mo Wil st e T -
v el b s et e L L, o
Tl iy el AT RS aF
EOATTEIMONL Aol N oonnes
{0 with thasecidot

This Tata Giroup-ounid airtine s
ouarrently paying an iederten oom
peraidon of €25 lakh. I ik final
TN b o el B 0 Ga
¥ 1akly aliealy
Lk will T
i Thuredl g
Heparwiely an oy Eratin eyl
af ] erury ks heing ilishumsed o
milies of tho deomsed by The
AlITL Memoris]l snd  Syeltone
Tt st up by the Toin Group

I e of Enidka’s wors aviation
dlisnsters, W poqile — Inc]oding
24 peviset nghars — Wt KTkl when
A Irdia’s Bl g 767 8 agurs
Mgt ANT] o Loodos o
crashid shorily aflor |
Trom Alsmiodabod om Janae 12, 625
In @ sintrement on Thorsdeg Adr
Imdin s it bs ensuring { bhat tha
nnl commpensation being offersd
“ia fdr atd in aooordanoswith ke
L™, “Folloswirg mitial Enterim
e sl T Lakh b Bl s ol
Ve cliruseiend, i W LT Dl frroednsas
of &% gratin pyment of 1 croee
froes The AT Memoriald and
Walfare Trast undorwag
hae initimed the final o
tion prooess.” (bl
Tmplaiking traosparency e
alr e sl B, i Line with g
sl inlist ey standanls, compet
vy P EETIS A by 1 Pl
myu] Tl s o oo Josua
Thie fleuk] Coipgeensation s
will wary for ench fnmily degon
dirg om mattiple faciors mid has
been clculated In acoomiance
with the applicable legnl frum
evourk i ined v iduad cirodmsta
o, | e stnliement sakd

Frurtailbes: njatigg b peceive the fl-
fal cesmmpasngat i will be ozl

Crash Investigation
Ongoing, NoFinal
Findings Yet: AAIB
Mew Delhiz The
furcraft sl
dent Investiga-
tionBurea
[AAIB) on Thursday sald
the probe into last year's
Alrindia ANTTicrashis
ongoing and no final
conclusions have been
reached

Inaclarification the
ARIE termed mediane-
parts chabming the in-
westigation hars been
Tinalised as “incorrect and
speculative”,

“The imsestigation is still
In progress. Mo final oon-
Chusions have been rea-
chied,” thie AARE waid,
nating that airoraft acci-
dent probes are technical,
evidence-tased pro-
cesses almed at iderttify
Img roat causes and im-
proving safety PTI

o oonlirm ikt by bave no Pt
claims spainst Air lodin or am
other ety mobuding oeigied
explifipmen!  Fnansdsturers, Al
pets s seer amen ageniciis

“This particukar aspec is mgee-
st knorderteonsare that th fro-
cwss 8 inudeeed Minal snd i prevent
Alr Indaa Brom reecivieg oy dd
rect o inilirect claims in the faia-
e, theadrine said

Detidls of how many Ronibes
el b il v Pl coimgensad o
i this wanner were ool limedis:
Iy avallalla
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SpiceJet Posts Net
Loss of 7261crinQ3

New Delhi: Budget carrier
SpiceJet reported a consali-
dated net loss of Rs 261.38
crore [n the guarter ended
December compared (o o
neét profit of Rs 20,43 crore
in the vear ago period. The
profit after tax (PAT) is at-
iributable to the cwners of
the holding company.

The company’s total rove
nue from operations stood
at Rs 1,408 crore in QAFY26,
up 14% over Rs 1,237 crore
posted in the correspon-
ding period of the last financial year.

The loss declined sequent lally from Re 621 crore reported
InQ2FY 28, riding on 78% jump incompany's topline in the
guarter under review compared to Rs 792 crore posted in
the July-September guarterof FY26

SpiceJet said that grounded fleet costs, higher ATF pri-
ces, ripee depreciation and one-time labour law impact
welgh on expenses in the reported quarter
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Spicelet posts
2269-crlossin
December gtr

SACEIETON
THLURSDAY
reparted aloss of
P27 crore nthe

three months ended
December ashigher costs
and one-time expensestooka
tol o the bLui-:Jr*‘._ r_.;:rriﬂ':u
bottom Ine

- FE BUR EALYAGENCIES
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AAIB: Report
onAl crash
speculative,
probe still on

YARUCQHULLAH KHAM
New Dehi, February 12

THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDEMT
Lvestl gation Bureau [AALB} on
Thursdaydarified thatthe irmees
tigat ioninto theAdr ndiaAl-171
crash is still ongoing. dismissing
miedia reports i ing the probe
is complete as ‘speculative and
Incomect’ "Theinvestigation s
stll in !?lTE‘I‘ﬁﬁ'L.N{\ final concha
sions have been reached,” the
AAIR said in a statement on
Thursday, a day afteran [talian
wehsite Cormiore dofla Sero
daimed thatthe irvestigation by
the AATR isat its fag end

The ltalian neowspaper
reported on Wednesday that
imrestigators are prepanng to
state in the final report that the
cmsh was because one of the
pibizts turned off thealrraft's fiel
switches m an almost {'u;'rt.'nnr}"
intentional act, citing sources in
weskrm .'n-'l.'|l.'|:|_1|'|..'|gw'|1r'|:=.
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Jet Airways to sell 3 aircraft
frames, 6 engines for $46 mn

PTI
NEW DELHI
]

Grounded Jet Airways has
executed an agreement for the
sale of three aircraft frames
and six engines to a Malta-
hased entity for USD 46 mil-
lion.

Jet Airways flew for 25 years
before stopping operations in
April 2019 due o debt woes
and is currently undergoing a
liquidation process.

In a filing to the BSE on
Wednesday, the airline said it
has executed the sale and pur-

T

—

chase agreernent and related
documents for three aircraft
frames and six engines.

The total value of the deal
with Malta-based Ace Aviation
is USD 46 million, which trans-
lates to over Rs 417 crore at cur-
rent exchange rates.

Aircraft frame MSN 35159 -
VT-IES, and engines ESN &7
006336 and ESN - 006364, will
be sold for USD 16 million,

while arcraft frame MSN
A5158 - VT-JEV, as well as
engines ESN 47" 908353 and
ESN -906208 will be sold for
USD 125 million, sccording to
the filing.

Further, aircraft frame MSN
35162 - VI-IEM and engines
ESN - 906351 and ESN - 908337
will be purchased by the
Malta-based entity for USD 175
millicn.

All three frames are of wide-
body Boeing 777 planes.

Generally, the aircraft frame
refers to the basic body of an
afrcraft without components.
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AKASA AIR
CO-FOUNDER
PRAVEEN IYER
RESIGNS

PTI

NEW DELHI

Akasa Air's Co-Founder and
Chief Commercial Officer
Praveen Iyer has resigned,
marking the second high-
level exit in four months at
the over three-year-old air-
line.

After a five-year journey,
Iyer has decided to move on
to begin the next chapter of
hislife. Hewill partner closely
with the leadership team to
ensure a smooth and strue-
tured transition through
April 30, 2028, the airline said
in a statement.

Iyer is the second Co-
Founder after Neelu Khatri to
leave the airline, which
started flying from August 7,
2022. Khatri stepped down in
October 2025, Iver is also part
of the airline’s Executive
Committee.

Now, Akasa Air has four
Co-Founders — Aditya Ghosh,
Anand Srinivasan, Belson
Coutinho and Bhavin Joshi
Vinay Dube is the Founder
and CEO of the airline.
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SriLankan Airlines targets major
expansion in Indian skies

Dhairya Gajara

MUMER]
—

Srilankan Airlines is prepar-
ing a decisive expansion of its
India network, targeting 100
weekly flights by the end of
2026 as it doubles down on its
most critical overseas market.
The state-owned carrier
currently operates about 90
weekly services to nine Indian
cities—New Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Bengaluru, Kochi,
Madurai, Tiruchirapalli,
Thiruvananthapuram  and
Hyderabad —using a 23-air-
craft fleet comprising A330-
300 widebodies and AZ20-
family narrowbodies. India has
emerged as the backbone of Sri
Lankas tourism recovery: of
about 2.3 million foreign visk
tors in 2025, roughly 531000

._'____!"
.

were Indians, accounting for
nearly a quarter of arrivals.
Fawzan Fareid, regional
manager for India, Banglhdesh
and Nepal, said the airline
would intensify frequencies on
existing routes while adding
one or two new destinations as
early as this year. “For a small
carrier, 40 weekly flights to one
country is already significant.
O ohjective is to cross 100 by
reinforcing our core cities,
guided by granular waffic and
catchment data;” he said.
Srilankan operated 128
weekly flights to 13 Indian cities
before Covid-19, including

Kolkata, Goa and Coimbatore.
Those routes were suspended
during the downturn, but
Ahmedabad, Kolkata and
Colmbatore are now under
active evaluation for a relaunch.
Any new route nust suppot
daily operations to be commer-
cially sustainable, the airline
said. Mumbai and Chennai
remain anchor markets. On the
Mumbai-Colombo  sector,
SriLankan operates 14 weekly
flights and claims about 80%
market share, helped by its
exclusive use of A330-300 wide-
body aircraft. Despite intensify-
ing competition from Indian
carriers, the airline reports
healthy load factors, underpin-
ning what it describes as a cali-
brated but firm expansion
strategy centred on India’s ris-
ing outhound demand.
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Avoid speculations on crash: CM

CM Fadnavis advises
against politicising
the crash, says it is
being investigated by
various agencies

Faisal Malik

faisal malik @htlive.com

MUMBAI: Chief minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis has cautioned
against speculating on the cause
of the plane crash that claimed
the life of deputy chief minister
and NCP chief Ajit Pawar on Jan-
uary 28, saying the accident is
being investigated by various
agencies. He also advised against
politicising the crash.

Fadnavis on Wednesday was
responding to allegations raised
by NCP (SP) MLA Rohit Pawar,
whois also a close relative of Ajit
Pawar, that the crash was the
result of sabotage. On Tuesday,
Rohit Pawar also demanded an
investigation by an independent
agency after raising a number of
questions regarding the mainte-
nance practices of VSR Ventures,
the company that owned the

=

-

Learjet 45 aircraft in which Ajit
Pawar was travelling; the pilot’s
drinking habits; and alleged last-
minute decisions taken by the
company. He implied that one or
more of these factors could have
contributed to the crash.
Responding to these charges,
Fadnavis said, “The demand fora
proper investigation is not wrong.
In fact, I was the first to write to
the central government request-
ing a detailed inquiry.” He
claimed that Union civil aviation
minister KR Naidu ordered a for-
mal probe following his letter.
However, he said, “If we raise
questions without waiting for the

’ 7 -I"T' 4 £ 'M i
CM Fadnavis said that he was the first to request a detailed enquiry
into the plane crash that killed Ajit Pawar.

RAIU SHINDE/HT PHOTO

investigation to be completed, it
will create confusion.”

The Air Safety Directorate
(under the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation), regarded as the
highest authority for aviation
accident investigations in India, is
leading the inquiry. Simultane-
ously, the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) is conducting
its own investigation. The DGCA
is also probing the accident.

Fadnavis said the aircraft's
black box and the rear section of
the plane have been recovered.
The communication between the
pilot and Air Traffic Control (ATC)
is available in digitised format

and other crucial evidence has
been collected. A forensic audit of
the materials is currently under-
way. I believe people should wait
for the investigation to be com-
pleted. No one should show dis-
trust in our investigating agen-
cies,” he remarked.

Fadnavis dismissed Rohit
Pawar’s allegations, saying, “He
must have said all this emotion-
ally.” Ajit Pawar was a respected
and beloved leader across party
lines, said the CM. “He was our
favourite leader, and everyone
wants the truth behind the acci-
dent. It will certainly emerge
through the probe,” he said.

DGCA team visits
Baramati crash site

A team of four senior officials
from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Wednesday inspected the site of
the Learjet crash near Baramati
in Pune that claimed the lives of
Maharashtra deputy chief minis-
ter Ajit Pawar and four others
last month. Officials said the
team examined CCTV footage
and video recordings related to
the January 28 crash, as part of
the ongoing investigation.

Flight attendant Pinky's father
also seeks probe into crash

MUMBAL: A day after NCP (SP)
MLA Rohit Pawar raised sev-
eral questions regarding the
Baramati air crash in which
deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar died, flight attendant
Pinky Mali's father Shivkumar
Mali also demanded a thor-
ough investigation.

In the wake of the presenta-
tion given by Rohit Pawar on
Tuesday, there was a suspi-
cion that it was not an acci-
dent but sabotage, he told PTL
Pinky Mali was among the
five persons on board the air-
craft who died in the January
28 crash.

“Whether it was an acci-
dent or a sabotage, both the
aspects should be investigated
by the government,” said Shiv-
kumar Mali. “The truth
should come out, and we
should get answers to the
questions and doubts which
are in my mind,” he said, add-
ing that his daughter should

Pinky Mali, deceased flight
attendant.

Zet justice.

His daughter was flying
with Ajit Pawar when the
crash took place. Mali said
investigators should look into
why the aircraft and the pilot
were changed at the last
moment.

He also expressed doubts
about the reason given by the
private company that the pilot
was changed because the
original pilot was stuck in the
traffic. PTI
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30K flier complaints filed this
yr on Air Sewa portal, says govt

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Over 30,000 com-
plaints have been filed by fliers
through the government's Air
Sewa portal this year, with ticket-
ing and fare-related issues
accounting for the highest num-
ber of grievances, the civil avia-
tion ministry informed the Lok
Sabha on Thursday.

In a written response to que-
ries by Congress MP Shashi Tha-
roor, civil aviation minister
K Ram Mohan Naidu said a 24x7
Passenger Assistance Control
Room (PACR) has been estab-
lished for real-time monitoring
and resolution of air travellers’
grievances in coordination with
airlines, airports and other stake-
holders. “Since its operationalisa-
tion, approximately 97% of pas-
senger grievances have been
addressed,” Naidu said.

According to details of com-
plaints logged till February 9, the
Air Sewa portal received 16,634
complaints over ticketing and
fare issues, followed by grievan-
ces regarding flight delays (8,498)
and baggage (5,102).

Complaints were also received
through social media and calls,
including 1153 related to refunds,
247 over cancellations, 373 due to
baggage and 157 over flight
delays, the response added.

“Based on analysis of com-
plaints received, certain recur-
ring and systemic issues prima-
rily relating to peak-hour conges-
tion, flight disruptions due to
operational and weather-related
factors, refund, baggage handling
delays, parking complaint, and
passenger facilitation challenges,
have been identified,” Naidu said.

Complaints logged

Air Sewa portal
® = Ticketing & Fare

= 16,634

& 5102

> 8,498

Social media and calls
Refunds ‘ Cancellation

1,153

547
Baggage Dela','s

373 (157

Details of complaints received till
February 9, 2026

India has 25K licensed
pilots, govt informs LS

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India has 25,001
pilots below the age of 65 and
holding valid flying licenses, the
Centre informed the Lok Sabha
on Thursday, even as the govern-
ment said that it does not main-
tain data on commercial or air-
line pilots that are unemployed
or not in active service.

In a written response to que-
ries raised by Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) lawmaker, Minister
of State (MoS) for civil aviation
Murlidhar Mohol provided cate-
gory wise details of licences
issued by the civil aviation regu-
lator Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA).

According to the data, the
country has 10,051 Airline Trans-
port Pilot Licence (ATPL) hold-
ers for planes and 210 for heli-
copters. Maximum license hold-
ers are the Commercial Pilot

Licence (CPL) — 12,480 plane
CPL holders and 777 for helicop-
ters. In addition, 1,483 pilots hold
Private Pilot Licences (PPL).

“No such detail of unemploy-
ment of pilots holding Commer-
cial Pilot License (CPL) or Air-
line Transport Pilot License
(ATPL) is maintained,” the min-
ister

1,279 ATC posts lying
vacant, informs govt

In a separate response to queries
by TMC MP June Maliah, Mohol
said 1,279 posts out of the sanc-
tioned 5,537 positions for air
traffic controllers (ATC) are
vacant.

“Aviation safety is maintained
through optimal utilization of
available manpower in accord-
ance with the extant norms and
standards. No key operational
units have been shutdown due to
man-power shortage,” Mohol
said.
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Airlines say
duty norms
will reduce
productivity

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The industry body repre-
senting airlines in the
country has informed the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) that its
proposed rest and duty
norms for cabin crew will
“decrease productivity” of
staff, hamper growth, and
erode their competitive-
ness in the global market.
In a letter, a copy of
which has been reviewed
by The Hindu, the Federa-
tion of Indian Airlines (FIA)
has opposed several provi-
sions proposed by the
DGCA in a November noti-
fication on cabin crew rest
and duty hours. The FIA
represents Indian airlines
including IndiGo, Air In-
dia, SpiceJet and Akasa.
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AAIB denies reports of finalisation of AI171 crash

investigation, calls them ‘incorrect & speculative’
Al begins final settlement process

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 12

AMID SPECULATION in sec-
tions of Western media that In-
dian investigators probing the
fatal crash of Air India flight AT
171 are veering towards deliber-
ate action by one of the pilots as
the cause ofthe accident, the Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) said Thursday
that reports suggesting that the
investigation into the accident
hasbeen finalised are “incorrect
and speculative”.

“The investigation is still in
progress. No final conclusions
have been reached. The AAIB
conducts investigations strictly
in accordance with the Aircraft
(Investigation of Accidents and
Incidents) Rules, 2025, and In-
dia’sobligationsunder ICAQ(In-
temational Civil Aviation Organ-
ization) Annex 13. Aircraft
accident investigations are tech-
nical, evidence-based processes
aimed at determining root
causes and enhancing safety,”
the agency clarified Thursday

evening. “The Preliminary Re-
port released earlier provided
factual information available at
that stage. The Final Investiga-
tion Report, containing con-
clusions and safety recommen-
dations, will be published upon
completion of the investigation
inlinewith established interna-
tional norms,” it said, urging
media outlets to “exercise re-
straint and avoid premature
speculation”.

“Unverified reporting causes
unnecessary public anxiety and
undermines the integrity of an
ongoing professional investiga-
tion,” the AATB said.

Reports in Westert news out-
lets have been indicating that
the probeis purportedly zeroing
inondeliberate action by one of
the pilots; AATB and the govern-
ment have maintained that the
probe is underway with all
angles being investigated and
nothing has been ruled out yet.
AATB'slatest clarification comes
close on the heels of a report in
Italian newspaper Corriere della
Sera, which said Indian investi-

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, February12

AIRINDIA (AT) has initiated the
process for providing final com-
pensation tothe familiesof those
who died in the AI 171 plane
crash, wherein those willing to
accept the amounts have to en-
sure that they will not make any
future claims against the airline,
original equipment manufac-
turers and government agencies
in relation to the fatal accident.
The carrier is in the process

of paying the interim compen-
sation of Rs 25 lakh.

In case, the final compensa-
tion amount calculated is less
thanRs 25lakh, that was paid as
interim compensation, then
those families will be offered an
additional Rs 10 lakh, sources
said Thursday.

Besides, anex gratia amount
of Rs 1 crore to the families of
those who died in the crash is
being given by the AT-171 Mem-
orial and Welfare Trust, setupby
the Tata Group.

gators “are preparing to write in
their final report that the plane
crashed because one ofthe pilots
tumed offthe two fuel switches”.
Thereport, itsaid, isbased onin-
puts from “Western sources”.
“Inshort, there was no tech-
nical defect. But human inter-
vention was "almost certainly’
intentional. This is what Cor-
riere learned from two Western
sources familiar with the most

recentdiscussions between New
Delhi and Washington,” said the
report, translated from Italian.
AATB's preliminary report re-
leased a month after the June12
crash said that the accident oc-
curred after both engines of the
aircraft were starved of fuel as
both its engine fuel control
switches transitioned from
‘RUN’ to ‘CUTOFF’ position
within a second of each other,

momentsafterlift-off. The crash
—India’sworst aviation disaster
in decades — claimed 260 lives.

The preliminary report men-
tioned that in the cockpit voice
recording, one of the pilots was
heard asking the other why he
cut off the fuel, to which the
other responded saying he did
not. Therehas been speculation
on whether the switches were
flipped by one of them — inad-
vertently or otherwise — or
whether the transition signal to
the system was due to a techni-
cal, mechanical or software
issue. The AAIB report did not
state that either of the pilots
physically flipped the switches,
just that they transitioned from
‘RUN’to ‘CUTOFF".

The selective information in
the preliminary report had
manybelieving that it implicitly
pointed a finger at the
flight crew, particularly captain
Sumeet Sabharwal. The final re-
port is expected to be released
beforethe one-year anniversary
of the crash. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



AIRPDHI‘SAUIH H!T‘r CH- iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

JANSATTA DELHIT 13 FEBRUARY 2026

' g fau™ grear : 9
‘a’q?rfréamalﬁaaa%’

Hﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁ 12 BEEA |

qIM FIZ 7 TEEN F 65 TR F
EHETET e g famm ge ae
# W F fom oA m gfEoers
UHE T A R & e U 792 wifEe
w4 = faw fam 5| wEa | 260 S0
ﬁmﬁﬂ?ﬁ:mﬁqmm
ERA T A 3 e fam
%qumnwm
T wifzm 72 A wafEm 3 @ oTEE
araran Rl WM AiE ¥ UsERTRE W
T A W T T

THA w5 aw wga #@ g0 wEm
o, f 261 e WA W Tw fRR

Wit %91 % Ay 1 TR gEw we
T4l &1 vw wa-foa F fow = e
rqeE 92 %1 TH e © 19 §, ¥9 969
TR & 1w o % o ewed e
0 @9 W T S fF 9 T wew aiw
e 9 9 aed e aem @k
7o forait = =i & vaieETE % faens
#E ff feonft @wwd wwa a@Ea-aEa
ARG T e UF wEg 9 ="
FTHETET I WA 2 AW e e
USRI H 9§ U WA A AT

QU W FEFA 2R A
FAETAE AT F ] 9E A weE HEivn
3T reTe gHra [yEETa e e AR
aifiEe F7A W arey e



AIRPUHFSAUIHUPET Y I'Jf- iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRA BHARAT LUCENCOW 12: EEBRUARY 2026

TSR TET TAT Thi ST SAShT : ahl
THISSY JAIUT 31X okl S&ITRT

2 faeei = v F F- AT FifE TEE 2 e
RIS WA 3P A S e % forers § 2729 @ 2

3 e A 3 TR fareaw Fre=me 31T '
A FHE #2152 IR 1 T TEARA %

A e # faen
Al W T AW U

m 34 3Meic siferame
afleial Haflal

THA & G G [
TR % e 7@ g ww
T &, FiE 5 T o
A F-EEE FE T T E
= T O T F 98 T
§ @ wema e #
fectrart 8 & & = =10 faeam
A # R § 2wl WA
1 Fiferw H &)

: W*zﬁﬂﬁaﬂzﬁwﬂﬁ

TrEEE ufise 2 fireen uftse:
Tt Tt UHETEA # U 3
F-BEF, g @, i
ST R T o,
= O WS g

TTOAT: 37T T2+ 30
2022 H 3 I TE H o
3R =8 2 ST A A
T ¥ T W e | -
FEE TR % © AR

T Wew HiE WM 2
TR TR T OHEE SR §
fammT =i fasiiad 4§ <1 & S
it ot s e 1 o o

TR &1 98 ®9 99 &
for T T3 o | BreiE, T
o 9 A 39 a9 a9 0
fammrHi =1 a7 &2 § wia
frm & oin =d F ofq 7
TP 12 2R e S #@
IR &1



AIRPUHISAU‘I HO F’:IT‘!’ I'JF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRA BHARAT LUCENCOW 12 FEBRUARY 2026

diofiehte & oo
forereit & fore @an g
ave aee & 3fiai?

2 fameth 2 #1 o5g w9
TR B A ferre e
FS F1 ofiees S
F HF HwEEd A 2
mﬁ%mﬁmw
28 T fafve (wRddie)
ot % o Srqer & o wedt
MEvET Uit=eE, e ain
TR S A
%1 TreEl 1 d 9 9 U
forrml w4 T areerEd 92 10
] & T 8 | 7 91
1 S 3 forega 7aF S
T OUHTEREA FoqanE &
e @ fedsw &t
FeaEET % Ae "E-
feger #t ywema # WM
= e F 9ed 3
¥ 5 fadew & == 3fam A
2,507 32 T = o | == H
3 @t 2 w9 S
= AT e T T
FramE T =5 = O )
foen digesm Oue
=i et



AIRPUR ISAUT HORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES @B THDITA DELHI 13 FEBRUARY 20426

Spicelet posts 3269 cr
loss on higher costs

New Delhi: Spicelet on
Thursday reported a loss of

Rs 269 crore in the three months
ended Dec 2025 as higher costs
and one-time expenses took a
toll on the budget carrier's
bottom line. The airline had a
profit of Rs 25 crore in the same
period of 2024, Total income
declined to Rs 1,523 crore. T



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE: “IR I BIUNE DELHT 13 BEEBRIIARY 2006

Ahmedabad crash
probesstill on: AAIB
junks mediareports

SHEKHAR SINGH

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 12

The Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AATB) on
Thursday categorically denied
Ttalian media reports sugpest-
ing that the investigation into
the Air India Flight AT-171 aco-
dent had been finalised.

“The nvestigation is still in
pmpgress, Mo final conclusions
have been reached. The AATB
oonducts investigations stoctly
in accordance with the Aircraft
{Investipation of Accidents and
Incidents) Rules, 2025, Aireraft
acvident probes are technical,
evidence-based DIDCESSES
aimed atdeterminingroot caus-
esandenhancing safety” it sad,
terming the Itaian reports,
blaming a pilot for the crash as
“mneorrect and speculative”,

Meanwhile, neady eight
months after the crash, Air
India has moved to formally
dose the compensation
process, making it cear that
families accepting the fair and
final payout will have to waive
any flirther claims ansing out
of the accdent, sources told
The Tribwne on Thursday.
India wholeheatedly under-
stands that monetary compen-
sation cannot make up for the
loss of a loved one At the same
time, getting more clarity about
final compensation is an impor-

Air India starts process
for final compensation

tant moment for the families
affected by this tmgicincdent.”

Fhllowing initial interim piy-
ments of Rs 25 lakh to families
of the deceased, and with the
process of ex-gratia payment of
Rs 1 crore from the AI-1T1
Memora and Welfare Trhust
being underway, Air India has
initiated the final compensation
process “We have ensured that
the fina compensation being
offered to families is fair and in
accordance with the law. The
informationabout this has been
shared in a fransparent. come-
passionate way with the affect-
ed fimilies,” it said.

Follerwang industry standards,
ompensation payvments are
made ona “full and final” bags
in order to provide aconchusion.
While we cannct discuss specif-
i cases, the amounts offered to
each familby have been caloulat-
ed using the applicable legal
framework and differs depend-
ing upon individual circum-
stances, Families agreeing to
receve final compensation are
requested to confirm that they
have no future claims against
Al This paricular aspect is
important o prevent AT from
receiving any direct or indirect
olaims in the future. it added.
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