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TAKING OFF

KIAsetfor majortechnologlcalupgradeth|syear

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru’s Kempegowda Interna-
Bn‘nnal Airportissetto getaslew

of technical upgrades aimed at
enhancing safety, efficiency and capacity.

By 2026-end, the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAl}, the provider of Air
Navigation Services (ANS). plans to
upgrade and replace key ANS systems at
the airport.

Central to this effort is the moderni-
sation of the Air Traffic Control (ATC)
automation system, which will introduce
advanced flight data processing, better
integration of surveillance inputs and
improved decision-support tools for con-
trollers. The upgrade is aimed at man-

Revamp time

® Air Trafnc Cinrﬂl
e Advanced
Surface Movement
Guidance and
Control System

s Aeronautical
Message Switching
System

. » Voice
= Communication
B Control System

aging rising air traffic more efficiently
while upholding the safety standards.
“Since the airport opened in 2008, we
have maintained the ANS, but now it is
time for an upgrade. to better accom-
maodate future operations,” K Anbarasu,

General Manager (Bengaluru), AAL told
DH.“As the airport operations are set
to grow, the ANS needs to be able to ac-
commodate that growth. We are carry-
ing out the upgradation drive across the
airport, while ensuring that the ongoing
operations remain unimpacted.”

The Advanced Surface Move-
ment Guidance and Control System
(ASMGCS) will also be upgraded. The
revamped system will provide a more
precise monitoring and control of air-
craft and vehicle movements on both the
North and South runways, in addition to
all taxiways. This will improve ground
safety and operational efficiency, par-
ticularly during low-visibility conditions,
the AAl official stated.
» KIA, Page5s

KIA set for major technological
upgrade this year

KIA,From Page 1

“AAI is also strengthening
airspace surveillance through
upgraded radar systems, en-
suring accurate and reliable
aircrafttrackingin the termunal
airspace, thereby improving
situational awareness and op-
erational resilience,” headded.

The Aeronautical Message
Switching System (AMBSS) is
beingupgraded with the Aero-
nautical Message Handling
System (AMHS) and integrat-
ed with ATC automation and
other systems. The upgrade
aims to ensure faster and se-
cure exchange of aeronauti-
cal messages and operational
data, supporting real-time
coordination and improved
information flow across ANS

systems. Also in the pipeline is
the upgradation of the Voice
Communication Control
Systemn (VCCS), which will be
updated to a next-generation,
IP-based communication
platform. The new VCCS will
provide for more reliable voice
communications between air
traffic controllers, pilots and
operational units, “These up-
grades are aligned with the
International Civil Aviation
Orzanisation’s (ICAD) global
standards and reflect AAl's
strategicvision to deploy state-
of-the-art ANS infrastructure.
Once implemented, the mod-
ernised systems will support
higher traffic volumes, reduce
delays. and reinforce KIA's po-
sition as a major aviaton hub
inSouth India,” Anbarasusaid.
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India’s first Geothermal-Solar Powered
airport likely to open by ]uly 2026in Leh

Irfan Raina
Kargil. Jan T

India’s first airport pow
ered by a combination
of geothermal and solar
energy at Leh in Ladakh is
nearing completion and is
expected to be operational
by July 2026, marking a
major leap in sustainable
aviation infrastructure,

The Rs §40-crore Kushok
Bakula Rimpochee Airport
project, whose foundation
stone was laid by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
is also likely to be inaugu-
rated by him, officials said,
as work on the state-of-the-
art terminal enters its final
phase.

The Rs G40-crore proj-
ect, with an additional Rs
100 craore for four new air-
craft parking bavs, marks a
major milestone in sustain-
ahle aviation in the region.

Leh Aidrport, officially
known as Kushok Bakula
Rimpochee Airport, is one
of the highest commercial
airports in the world. It

serves the capital of Ladakh
and connects the region
with major cities in India.
Officials said that The new
terminal will use two green
energy systems including
Geothermal Energy where
Deepunderground heat will
be used for heating, cooling,
and hot water. This reduces
the need for conventional
energy besides Solar Power
inwhich Large solar panels
on the roof and parking
areas will generate power
for the terminal. Together,
these systems will lower

carbon emissions and
reduce energy costs. This
will make the airport a
model for sustainable
aviation in high-altitude
regions.

According to Airport
Director Leh, and A Uma-
sankar, the terminal now in
its final construction phase
will feature India's largest
geothermal heating and
cooling system, providing
heating, cooling, and hot
water while significantly
reducing dependence on
conventional energy sourc-

. Located at an altitude
of 11,000 feet, the airport
project began in 2019, with
construction possible for
only six months each vear
due to Ladakh’s harsh cli-
mate. About 80 per cent of
the work has been com-
pleted, and the remaining
airside works are expected
to be finished by July this
vear, The terminal, spread
over 18,000 square metres,
is designed in a sloping,
hill-like form reflecting
Ladakhi cultare. Its con-
struction uses local materi-
als with the support of local
artisans. After completion,
aircraft parking bays will
increase from two to six,
enabling up to 54 flights per
day, compared to the cur-
rent 18 flights in summer
and eight in winter.

General Manager of the
project, said that the con-
struction of the terminal
aligns with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of
making Ladakh a carbon-
free region. By using geo-
thermal and solar energy,

the airport will significant.
Iy reduce carbon emissions,
he added.

Dfficials said that there
were certain challenges
during this adding that
Building an airport termi-
nal in the high Himalayas
isnot easy. The region faces
extreme cold, limited con-
struction seasons, and dif-
ficult terrain. These factors
can slow down work and
make maintenance harder.
Despite these challenges,
the project is moving for-
ward steadily. The upgrad:
ed airport will boost Teh
tourism in Ladakh as well
as Ladakh draws tourists
from across India - and the
world for its scenic land-
scapes, Buddhist culture,
and adventure experiences.
The upgraded Leh Airport
will handle more visitors.
It will provide a smoother
travel experience - especial-
Iy during peak seasons, This
growth will benefit hotels,
tour operators, shops, and
local guides throughout the
region.,
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Airport tells
people not to
burn things
this Bhogi

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Chennai airport
authorities appealed to resi-
dentsliving near the airport
not to burn any waste to ce-
lebrate Bhogi, as it would
hamper flight operations.

Every vear, disruptions
in flight operations during
Bhogl are a regular pheno-
menon, as people burn
objects such as tyres and
other plastic items that ge-
nerate thick smoke, which
apart from polluting the air,
hampers visibility,

Last year, several airli-
nes rescheduled arrivals
and departures, fearing po-
or visibility due to smoke
from burning waste in the
early hours of Bhogi, while
flights were cancelled as
thick smoke coupled with
fog engulfed the sky, impe-
ding visibility.

Airport authorities said
that they created awareness
in neighbourhoods through
a PA system and appealed to
them not to burn waste. “We
also met representatives of
different airlines and sensi-
tized them about the Bhogi
smoke effect,” said a senior
official.
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Alr India to deploy new
Dreamliner from Feb

W Dadhicz Air Incdin will deploy
its new Boesing 787-9 plans,
st the firat Dreamliner 1o jain

e Fleet after privatisaton, for
l aticnal long-hawl service
from F ary. On lanuary 7,

Air Indi a-m-'n:;l ted the title
transfer of the first Bne fit
Drearndiner at the Bosing’s
Everstt Factory an Seattle LIS,
and the aircraft landed in Dehhi
on lanuary 171 s
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Digi Yatra ties up with airlines, platforms fUr smootherops

= =]
Rohit Vaid
Hew Dalhi

Indis's digieal initiarive for
seamless airport entry, Digl
Yarra, Is set 1o deepen its in-
tegration with airlines and
booking platforms, maki
the 'erw.'el ﬂq:u:\'ln.*nﬂu:,u{:l
e heassle-free.

Speaking to businessline,
Suresh Klfa‘hlehh:vi. Chdef
Execurive Officer, Digi Yacra
Foundstion, said the plar-
form is working towards en-
ablin s L0 ACCess
u].rpn%‘[ F:::\cng through the
Digh Yarra app and provide
meaningfil intervention into
thedr journeys.

“We are acTing a8 a prl

resery ALEWAY,
m&&ﬁpmﬁﬂ :

“Omoe the user clicks a ser-
vice, they are redirected via
deep lipks o the respective

rt app to complete the
mxﬂgﬁ Dig1p Yarra
nefther has nor cransfers per-
somal dara in this ransfer
This means Digi Yarea facilit-

ates the convenlence main-
talning the pladform’s ‘pri-

'L'm."r.*-b'!.'-dnslgn'prmdple."

USER CONTROLLED
This fieatume will be skmilar to
the integration with alr-
lines, emsuring thar data re-
maing decentralised and user
controdled.

The move will enahle pas-

ers o share board

smpaﬁﬁ directly from aJr'IIJhLﬁ
mobile applications to the
placform with a single click.

Crucklly, this integration
operates entirely on  the
user's device.

To facilitare the searnless

hr.md].ngrﬁass-ﬂwmg exper-
lence, @ m  has
parnered with major carri-

ers, Inchuding IndiGo and Alr
India, as | ag the online

travel cnm Iviakoe-
MyTri 2, the decent-
d.lg]r.'.l] identiry plat-

form will enable Hinking
i SlTHOTT AP |ﬁe;:i:3b. The
whn: adde T services
o streamline

accm [0 :m'pnn SeTViCES

STREAMLINING ACCESS. The platform & worlking towards

enahling passengers to access airport senvices through the
Digi Yatra app

and improve overall passen-
ger experiences bringing In
seambess access o much
needed alrport services, en-

hancing overall passenger
delight.
Notably, through this

move, wsers will be able 1o
view and aovall services

offered by alrport oper-
arors withowr compromising
their data soverel gy,

ACCESSIBILITY PUSH

In 2026, the platform also
plans o inroduce suppor
across all 22 regional lan-
guaged, gimed 4t improving

sccessibility for passengers
from different pars of the
COLILEY.

“This mal inzerface
will allow teavellers to mavig-
2528 in

ate abrport entry
their preferred ln.nguagq: 2n-
hancing comvenience amd re-
ducing confuslon.

“In 2026, the aim is to offer
SUPpOrT acToss X2 ﬂu}mﬂ
1 S0 ensure wider ac-
cessibility, deeper invegra-
thon with airlines and travel

dorms  for  seamless

irg pass sharing, and

the introdwction of value-ad-

ai services,”
bﬂuhkhhnqﬁglé_

TECH UPGRADES

In addition o these vechno-
logy upgrades, Digl Yarra is
si?m expand to ]‘.-.‘saridlﬂnml
alrpores in FY 26,

At present, the plarform s
operational ar 24 airposts
acrods the country.

The makn alm of the de-
centralised digital (dentiry
plarform i 10 enhance the

passenger experionce.
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Air India to deploy
new Dreamliner for
int’l service from Feb

Alr India will deploy its new Boelng 787-9
plane, alsothe first Dresmdinero jointhe fleet
after privatisatiod, forinternational long-hal
service from Felwisary. On tanuary 7, Alr Indin
completed the title transfer of the first line fit
Direarnliner arthie Boetng's Everett factory in
Seartle, U5, ard the afreraft landed in Dedll on
January 11. Generally, line fit refers to an air-
craft specifically made for a particulars atrline.
The Lase line fit Dreamiliner thar was acquired
by Adr Indis was in October 2007 when the car-
rier was under the govemment ownership, m
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Air India Set to Deploy
First Brand New Jet
Post Tata Takeover

Niew Delhl: Tatn Group-owned Alr In
tlin will deploy its latest Boeing THT-9 Dre-
amlines; the first brand new aircraft to jo-
in the flest after privatisation, on long-
haul international routes starting Febru-
ey, “The new Booing 7878 s expected (o
enter internntional, long-haul commer
cinl serviee in Febroary 3006 " Alr India
said in a statmment on Monday

Air India had in 2023 placed firm or-
ders for 350 Airbus and 2% Boeing pla
nes. Of the Airbus order;, six wide-body
AdSNs have alrendy been inducted into
the feet and 51 narrow-body B737-8s ame
with budget arm AlrIndia Express Ho-
wever, delivery of the planes has besn
significantly delayved due to supply cha-
In problems, impacting Afr India’s Mest
modernisation plan. — Our Bureau
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IndiGo flight
lands in Varanasi
after bird strike

ABENGALURL
BOUND IndiGo
Aldmes light with
214 passengers

an |::c:|1'|r|1 made an
emargency landing at the
Lal Bahadur Shastri
Intermational Airpart here
fallawing a bird strike,
airport officials said Maonday
The incident accurred on
Sunday night and Airport
Director Puneet Gupta
informed that all 214
passengers on board were
safely evacuated after the
plane landed
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-
Al flight diverted to
Jalrur as passenger

collapses mid-air
NEW DELHI: An Air India
flight from Delhi to
Vijayawada was diverted to
Jaipur on Monday after an
elderly passenger suffered
a medical emergency mid-
air. The passenger lost
consciousness during the
flight. “The senior citizen
passenger's BP plummeted
and he fell unconscious.
His wife alerted the cabin
crew about it,” one of the
passengers on board said.
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Air India’s first line-fit Boeing 787-9
touches down at Delhi’s IGI Airport

GUBUGRAM: The year 2026
is off to a fresh start as Adr
India welcomed a gleaming
new chapter in its transforma-
tion story with the first line-fit
(made-for-Ailr India) Boeing
787-9 landing at Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport.

Our cockpit crew compris-
ing four Air India pilots com-
pleted a non-stop ferry flight
of 16 hours and 58 minutes
from Boeings Everett fac-
tory in Washington state to
New Delhi marking not just
an arrival of an aireraft but the
airlines commitment lowards
delivering a world-class flying
experience.

The new aircraft, which
bears the registration VT-
AWA, comes with 296 seals
across three cabin classes:
Business, Premium Economy,
and Economy. The aireralt fea-

T

.

Luifes bﬁpukr cabin inleriors
installed directly on Boeing's
]:!mducl'.iun line, the details of
which will be unveiled in the

coming weeks,

Beginning the year of

I'lll-"::i:i:; is just the beginning
of many more milestones o
follow during the course of the
year. 2026 will see a total of six
widebody aircraft deliveries
{Airbus A350-1000 and Boeing
787-9) including the recently
delivered VT-AWA_

The new cabins of the Boe-
ing 787-9 will become the new

ch

benchmark across our Boeing
787 fleet,

In line with this, 26 of Air
Indias legacy Boeing 787-8 air-
craft are progressively undergo-
ing retrofits,

The programme is well
underway, with many of these
atrcraft scheduled to complete
the process and return to ser-
vice with refreshed nose-to-
tail refit in 2026, incuding a
fresh livery in the new Air India
branding

What this effectively means
15 that by the end of this year,
nearly 60 per cent of our wide-
body fleet will have modern
interiors.

Commercial deployment

The new Boeing 787-9
15 expected o enter interna-
tional, long-haul commercial
service in February 2026, and
the schedule of operations will
be announced shortly. — wpost
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Delhi-Vijayawada flight
diverted to Jaipur after
passenger’s cardiac arrest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

AN Air India Might from Delhi
to Vijavawada was diverted to
Jaipur on Monday morning
due to a medical emetrgency, a
souree said. A senior eitizen de-
veloped cardiae arrest and lost
consciounsness while the air-
craft was airborne. The pres-
enoce of a doctor on board, who
performed CPR, and the quick
response by the flight crew
saved his life, sourees added.
According to a source, flight
AT 2571 had taken off from Ter-
minal 3 of Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport at 5.38 am,
seven minutes before schedule.,
“The Airbus A320 was airborne
for some time when an elderly
passenger suffered a heart at-
tack and lost consciousness.
The cabin crew recognised the
seriousness of the situation
and administered on-board oxy-
gen support immediately™ the
source said. The crew also ap-
pealed for any doctor on board

to render assistance. A doctor
rushed forward and performed
CPR while the crew assisted
him. stabilising the passenger:

“The Pilot in Command made
the critical decision to divert
the aireraft after consulting the
doctor and Air India's ground
co-ordination cell. Emergency
clearance was sought from Alr
Traffic Control to land at
Jaipur, the nearest suitable air
port,” the source added. “The
pilot ensured a swift and safe
descent, balancing urgency
with passenger safety"”

At Jaipur airport, a medical
team and ambulance were
waiting for the plane. The pas-
senger was ransferred to a lo-
cal hospital immediately upon
landing. “The patient iszaid to
be recovering at the hospital,”
the source said. The flight de-
parted Jaipor at 8.11 am and
reached Vijayawada around 10
am. It was originally sched-
uled to reach Vijavawada at
B.15 am.
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Cessna aircraft crash
probe begins in Odisha

SLBHASHISH MOHANTY

Bhubaneswar: The Alrcraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AATB) on Sunday launched &
probe Lnto the crash of 4 Coss-
na 208 Caravan alrcraft oper-
ated by IndiaOne Alr at Kan-
sor near Jalda, around 20km
from Rourkela.

The single-engine aircraft
was flying from Bhubaneswar
to Rourkela when it was forced
t0 make an emergency land-
ing on Saturday afternoon,
reportedly after a sudden drop
In cabin pressure led to a loss
of balance.

Authorities suspect a
technical snag caused the
emergency. Six people, in-
cluding the pilot and co-pl-
lot, suffered injuries in the
crash. One passengor remalns
critical.

A specialised medical
team has reached Rourkela
to assess the Injured. Two of
the passengers — Sunil Azar-
wal, 40, and Sabita Agarwal,
35 — were alrlifted to Fortls
hospital, Mumbai, for fur-
ther treatment. Cfficlals con-
firmed both are stable and out

s Sl

Firefighters donse a fire at
the site of the crash near
Rourkela in Odisha on

Saturday. (PTI)

of danger.

Odisha transport secre-
tary Usha Padhes said teams
from the directorate general
of clvil aviatlon (DGCA) and
the AAIB have bégun on-slie
Inspections

Padhee visited the crash
slte to coordinate with local
authorities and monitor the
situation.

Sho said the state govern-
ment was closely racking de-
velopments and thatchief min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi had
ordered prompt medical ald
and loglstical support for
the injured.

“A two-member med-

ical team has been deput-
ad to monltor the lnjured.
Emergency facllitles are op-
erational at the district level,”
Padhee said.

The alrcraft was a
nine-seater bearing reglsira-
tion VT-KSS,

Padhee siressed that
the government 15 prioritls-
ing safety and investigation
to prevent such incldents
in future.

An Asha worker recount-
ad how youths from the area
rushed to rescue the passen-
gers and crew before fire ser-
vicesarrived.

“Fuel was leaking and
thors was a risk of explosion.
But the local boys bravely en-
tered the plane and pulled out
sach person,” she told report-
ars. “Everyone knew the dan-
ger, but thelronly thought was
o save [ives.”

Fira brigade parson-
nel later sprayed foam and
water on the aircraft to nen-
tralise the fuel leak. The
crash site remalns under
investigation, and further
technical assessment is
underway.
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