AIRPFORTS AUTH

QRITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

DELHT

12 HNOVEMBER 2025

(& Hinhustan Times

DGCA: GPS spoofing
cases at IGl should be
reported in real time

Meha LM Tripathi

et nEhindestan bmed com

NEW DELHE The Dircctorate Gens
cral of Gvil Asiation (DMGCA) has
Isswed o Standard Opemating Pro-
cedure (SOF) mandating resl-dme
reporting of any suspected GPS
spoaling or Global Navigatlon St
ellite System (GNSS) inferference
incidents in and around Delhi's
Tnckira Gt Ervdernationad (1GT)
Airport. folkowing a necent discupr
om0 mircrafl novigation systems
[ANS).

The directive, Issued on
Movember 10, requires all afr-
craft operators, Dight crew, and
Alrports Authoriny of India (AAD
wniE o detect and repart any
abnarmal GPFS behaviour such
A% pasition anomalies, naviga:
tion errors, or loss of GNSS sig:
nall imtegrity within K minues of
ooourTenoe. According to the dr
cular, the chjoctive of coming up
with thie 50Ps is to ensure Lmmie-
dizte_acourmate and standardized
reporting of any suspected GPS
spoofing or interference for
ellectivie Inw'srlg;ﬂilm. |||1r||}'.<a'i.
imdl mitigation,

GPS spooling invalves send-
img fuke satellite signals bo trick a
navigntion system o showing
the wrong position, specil. or
tme.

Unlike jamming, which
blacks signals, spoofing feeds
afrerall False e convineing nav-
Isgation dota, pnn-w:l ally coasing
roaite or altitude errors amd pos-
img serious safety risks,

T be sure, the dvil aviation
regulator had earlier issoed a
circular in November 20Z3
Instructing airfines o report

sich nlerlerence cases.

The new prowcal mandates
that the initial report must
include the time and locotion of
occurtence, aircraft type and
registration. nirline name, moaste,
coordinates, type of interlerence
(jamming/spoofing'signal lnss),
and detalls of any operational
impact, Squuﬂ:in“l.‘lnlﬂ such ns
Might management svstem logs
anil sereenshots ol affected gys-
tems muest also be preserved

“In sddition, airlines opera-
tors, pilots and ATS units may
Include further supporting
detnils such as preservation of
system logs, screenshots or
Images of the Flight Manage-
Tl SV [l"l'k"l.‘i},.||.|h:| recnTds
of effects on connectiad sysems
and platforms, wherever appli-
cable,” the circular reads,

DGEA, through the circular,
has warned that amy non-adher-
ence or delay in reporting may
“hinder imely assessment and
mitigation” of such events,

The aviation watchdog speck-
lied that the S0Ps should come
it bmivediate effect amid will
remain in force until DGCA
issues lurther instructions. It has
said the entities should mention
about the type of mterference as
o whether it was ‘jamming |
spoafing | signal loss | integrity
error’ as well as alreraft equip-
ment affected by the interfer-
[UimE

The ||||.||.|:||.|i|1:|; SECUTILY con-
cerms Tolkow multiple GPS spaol-
Ing incidents detected near the
1G] Airport in recent weeks,
promgpting & coosrdinated inest-
gation by civil avistion and socuw-
rity agencies.
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® Muizzu terms it a ‘symbol of economic transformation’

India-funded airport takes off in Male

AGE CORRESPONDENT rosperity” for the north,  » MALDIVES MINISTER ment 15 funded by a
:gmagmmmmmli B i I i was I:|uutmj by of foreign affairs Abdulla US;Bttlﬂ mill:‘un Illrm- of
. News agency reports as Khaleel ssog ti- credit Issued by EXIM

saying, i expressed grati Bank, India, under an

Maldives President  ~This is not just an air- tude for the continued agreement executed
Mohamed Muizzu has port, it is a symbol of eco- Supportextendedtothe  between the Maldivian
inaugurated the nomic transformation.” Maldives by India government and the bank
Hanimaadhoo Mr Muizzu said that the in 2019, according to
International Alrport, a newly openad airport ment that testifies to the Maldivian media reports,
project funded under the would bring further sirength of Maldives- The developmeni of

Indian government's Line
of Credit assistanee, call-
ing it a “gateway to pros-
perity” for the country's
north.
Pi‘?sl;genhl t'i'lui?.zui inau-
ated the alrport late on
gl:l{qda}' and described it as
a "catalvst for unlocking
the potential of the north-
ern Maldives and enhane-
ing global connectivity”,
according to a statement
by the President’s office.
Calling it a “gatoway to

advancement to tourism,
agriculture, fisheries, and
the economy, as well as
soclal development to the
north, the Sun.mv news
portal reported.

The inauguration was
attended by Indian civil
aviation minister
Rammohan Nalda and
senior officials from both
nations,

Speaking on the occa-
slom, Mr Mulzzu said the
alrport sorves &S & monu-

India ties as the countries
mark 60 vears of diplomat-
ic relations this year
according to Maldivian
madia reports.

In an X post, the Indian
high commission in the
Maldives called the air-
port a “true vehicle for
progress and prosperity,
and a symbol of India’s
commitment under
Neighbourhood First and
Mahasagar vision”.

The airport’s develop-

Hanimaadhoo
International Alrport was
contracted to India's JMC
Projects for US§136.6 mil-
lion, reports said, adding
that the airport will help
improve tourism in north-
ern atolls, Mr Naldu also
met Maldives minister of
foreign affairs Abdulla
Khaleel. Mr Khaleel
expressed  gratitude for
the continued support
extended to the Maldives
by India.
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Exotic wildlife, ganja
worth Rs 1.04 crore
seized at airport

BENGALURU, DHNS

ustoms officials at the

Kempegowda Interna-

tional Airport (KIA) ar-
rested two persons for smug-
gling multiple exotic wildlife
species from Bangkok on
November 9.

Ahusband-wife duo—Man-
soor, 42, and Khairunnisa, 35,
from Kerala — were caught
smuggling a northern white-
cheeked gibbon, a capuchin
monkey, four Visayan horn-
bills, and two Javan mynas.

They arrived in Bengaluru on
Thai Airways flight TG 325,

which landed at 11.42 pm.
They have been booked under
the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972. Customs officials said the
seized animals will be repatri-
ated to Bangkok authorities.

In a separate incident the
same day, officials arrested an-
other passenger arriving from
Bangkok for carrying 2.99 kg
of hydroponic ganja valued at
Rs1.04 crore.

The passenger was booked
under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, 1985, Bengaluru
Customs said in asocial media
post.

11 NOVEMBER 2025
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Namaz at Bengaluru airport:
BJP questions Congress govt

Priyank puts onus on airport to

enforce rules on prayers

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Opposition BJP on
TMﬂnda}r slammed the

Congress government
for “Muslim appeasement™af-
ter a group was seen offering
Namaz at Terminal 2 of the
Kempegowda International
Airport.

The BJP asked the govern-
ment to clarify if permission
was granted for Namaz at the
airport, juxtaposing this with
the Congress’ insistence that
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) should seek
clearance for its activities in

public places.

“How is this even allowed
inside the T2? Did these indi-
viduals obtain prior permission
to offer Namaz in a high-secu-
rityairportzone?” BJP spokes-
peron Vijay Prasad asked in a
tweet, tagging Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and IT/BT Min-
ister Privank Kharge.

“Why is it that the govern-
ment objects when the R5S
conducts Patha Sanchalana
after obtaining due permis-
sion from the concerned au-
thorities, but turns a blind eye
tosuchactivitiesin arestricted
public area? Does this not pose

A grnup of Muslim men uffer prayers out5|de Termlnal 2of
the Kempegowda International Airportin Bengaluru.
PHOTO: @VIJAYRPBJP/X

a serious security concern in
such a sensitive zone?” Prasad
said.

Leader of the Opposition
R Ashoka called it a “Siddara-
maiah-sponsored”incident.

“This government is
doing Muslim appeasement.
There's simply no regulation,”

he said. Reacting to this, Pri-
yank said the airportshoulden-
force rules governing prayers.

“All international airports
have prayer rooms. At Delhi
and Gujarat airports, Garba
(dance) was performed. An
airport, whether privately-run
or state-owned, has rules for

R ASHOKA
Leader of Opposition

‘ It's a ‘Siddaramai-

ah-sponsored’
incident. This government
is doing Muslim appease-
ment. There's simply no
regulation.

prayers. Airport authorities
should enforce them,” Priyank
said.

Priyank also questioned the
BJP onwhyitopposed the gov-
ernment’s order mandating
prior permission for activities
in public places.

“When we said nobody
should hold activities in public
places, why did BJP oppose it?
Our order would have covered
everyone. When we said that
the public shouldn't be incon-
venienced, why did RSS move
court and obtain a stay?” he
said.
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Airports Tighten
Security After
Red Fort Blast

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Flyers will face
enhanced checks at alrports
as security has been beefed
up after the blast near Red
Fort on Monday:

Civil aviation security reg-
ulator Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) has
mandated secondary ladder
point checking forall Qights,
meaning passengers’ hand
baggage will be checked
agalin just before boarding
thealrcraft.

“Inview of the recent blast
in New Delhi and subse-
quent surcharged security
seenario, it is necessary to
cnhance security measures
at all the civil aviation in-
stallations Hke airports, air-
sirips, airfields, air force
stations, helipads, flving
schools, (and) aviation
training institutes” BCAS
sajd in anadvisory dated No-
vember 10, reviewed by ET.

The enhanced security
MEeASUres are to ensure that
there are no untoward inei-
dents, [tsald.

BCAS has also mandated
physical search of eargo
consignments as per the gui-
delines that iz sufficient to
identify possible presence
of prohibited items.

Increased chocks mean
more time for checks in at
airports. Airlines have
asked passengers to report
eary tothe airport toensure
adequate Hme for entry
checks, security screening
and check kn.
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Security
measures
tightened
at airports

The Hindu Bureay

MEW DELHI

The Bureau of Civil Avia-
fion Security (RCAS) has
ordered tighter measures
at all airpoits after Mo
day's blast in  Delhi,
prompting airfines to urge
passengers to arrive carly
for their flights.

The aviation security
regrulator has also sought
mondtoring of pon-conven-
tional Aying objects, in-
cluding  drones  near
airpints.

Alrlines have been -
structed to deploy addi-
tonal security guards and
ensure full search of all aic
craft and catering equip
ment. Security at all access
control points ot the air-
port will be enhanced, and
random checking at termi
nal gates and that of bag-
gage have been ordered.

The BCAS has also in-
structed airlines o carry
out secondary ladder point
checks, requiring another
round of screening for pas
sengers and baggage be
fore boarding.

Airlines have urged tra-
vellers to allow extra time
for security checks,
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Security strengthened at Chennai airport in
the wake of Delhi blasts; vehicle checks on

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Security has been stepped
up at the Chennai airport
in the wake of the Delhi
blasts on Monday evening.

All vehicles entering the
airport premises were tho-

roughly checked by armed
police personnel.

The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) de-
ployed additional man-
power at all entry points.
Strict access control mea-
sures were in place in and
around the airport, police

sources said. Meanwhile,
police teams comprising
officers and personnel
from the 12 police districts
of Greater Chennai City are
conducting intensive sur-
veillance and  wehicle
checks at key locations, in-
specting suspicious per-

sons and vehicles as part of
heightened security
measures.

A senior police officer
said vehicle checks at key
locations are regularly con-
ducted to prevent crimes.
There is no specific threat
to the city so far, he added.
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Expect more screening at
airports, reach 3 hrs early

PriyanglAgarwal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Airtravellers will
now need to report to airports
atleast three hours before the-
ir flight departure. The Bu-
reau of Civil Aviation Securi-
ty (BCAS) has mandated en-
hanced security checks — in-
cluding 100%  secondary
screening of passengers and
their cabin baggage at the bo-
arding pate at alrports
across the country following
the blast near the Red Fort in
Delhion Monday,

Alrlines and alrport opera-
tors have accordingly asked pas-
sengers to arrive well in advan-
ce to accommodate these addi-
tional checks, which are expec-
ted to increase screening time.

A 22-point BCAS order issu-
ed specifies: intensive check-
ing of vehicles and persons at
airport approach points and
parking areas; enhanced secu-
rity at access control points;
random checks at gates; verifi-
cationof IDsof passengersand
stall: and random checks of
baggage before entering the
airport premises,

The regulator has also or-
dered full searches of aircraft
and catering services, strict
monitoring of non-scheduled
flights including air ambulan-
ces and 100% functionality of

allairport CCTVs.
It has instructed authoriti-
&5 to closely monitor flights, he-
licopters, drones, gliders and
hot air balloons operating in
and around Delhi NCR, and to
enhance surveillance at cargo
and general aviation terminals.
Delhi and Mumbai airports
also issued advisories, war-
ning that security screening
may take longer than usual,
Akasa Air advised travel-
lers toreach the airport at least
three hours prior to departure
and to carry valid govt-appro-
ved photo ID. Only one hand
baggage up to 7 kg will be per-
mitted in addition to check-in
luggage, the airline said,
IndiGo tweeted: “Enhan-
ced security measures are cur-
rently in place at all airports.
We request all passengers to
arrive early to allow adequate
time for entry checks, security
sereening and check-in. Pas-
sengers may berequired toun-
dergo  secondary  security
checks before boarding.”
BCAS has further manda-
ted deployment of additional
security guards on alreraft
and thorough scrutiny of
passenger and cargo mani-
fests. State police have been
asked to bolster peripheral se-
curity. Anti-terrorism and an-
ti-sabotage measures have al-
ap been enhanced.
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Muizzu inaugurates airport
built with Indian assistance

SMALL, K OVEMBER 10
Maldives President
Mohamed Muirzu  and
India's Minister of Civil
Avintion Kinjarmpu Ram
Mohan MNaiddu jointly inou
gurated the Hanimandhoo
Internotional  Alrport, a
project  completed  wath
India’s financisl assstance.
The airports develop
ment 5§ funded by a USD
800 milbion line of credit
ismied by EXIM Bank,

India, under an afrecment
executed between the Mal
divian government and the
bank in 2014

In his nddress at the inau-
Euration ceremaony on Sun
day, Migzru desenbed the
atrport a& a “cotalyst for
unlocking the potential of
the northern Maldives and
ecohaneing global connee
tivity", aceording ton state
ment by the President's
Office. — PTI
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DGCA to review aircraft

maintenance schools

Rohit Vaid

Aftere a matloarwide

review of flight training organ L fpReRn
lsarions (FTOs), the cwvil -l--

BtiR regulacor is prann'lg mw

launch a similar sudit of air-
craft malntenance enginecr-
ing [AME) schools, sources
1ol beastmeasine,

The andic will assess com-
pliance, infrasrecrure stand-
ards and tral
ﬁmnﬁﬂﬂﬂmmum
are General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) had (dentified the
need for a comprehensie
evaluation of AME Instirutes.
“The regulacor conchuded an
extensive inspecion of FTOs
which focused on safery, nfra-
srructure, Instrector stand-
ards, and operatonal readi-
ness,” sources said

TO MEET STANDARDS"
“The next logical step is o re-
view AME schools I:Er ensuse
that the echnleal workforce
meets global safery and main-
tenance standards” they ad-
dad

The review will
cover adherence to Civil Avi-
ation  Fequirement tﬂAltj
srandards, infrastructure ad-
equecy and instractor qualific-
arlons. Irwill assess w
and simulstor scoess, whic
are critical for practical leam-
mﬁ].:hcummt}'}nsmil
DG AME tradn-
Ing instinuzes, which traln en-
glneers fior both domestic and
imtermational alrlines, madn-
tenance, repair and overhaul

EXperT

have polum:] Ut 3 u.ndeu]ng
berween industry

ity sl e i gty o

gradinting engineers,

BRIDGING THE GAP
Further, the reviewls
o focus on placement records,
memship de-ups with MROs
and adherence to new ﬁml
record-keeping  and Ty
AORmE.

Th murve when the Indian
aviarion i Emwimess
s

placing orders for more than
100 mewaireraft.

“The WM T 21t
5Lu-eﬂmnf'fu!ft:msdmls are pro-
due CErs
equ'mg for mu&Tﬂﬂﬂ
and L the sources
added. The :1u|il[ souroes sakd,
will form the basis for a pos-
sible overhaul of trainkng regu-
Bationg, : ng them with in-
Tl benchmarks on a
par with the nm.ape:m Lnum

Aviagon Safery Agenc
the  Federal aﬁmms

Adminisrarion.
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BCAS adds ladder
point Ll‘ILLI{H asa
must for all flights

[====]
Press Trust of india
Beaw Dadhifiusbai

Secondary  ladder  point
checking for all flights has
been made compulsory at
airports as part of enhanced
security measures following
the blast in the national cap-
iral on Monday.,

RANDOM CHECKING

Full search of aircrafi and ca-
tering services, sorict monit-
oring of non-scheduled flight
operations, including air am-
bulance, random checking of
passengers’ bagpage  are
among the other securiry
measures pur in place by the
Bureau of Civil -
cority  (BCAS). The en-
hanced security measures
are o ensure that there are
no  ontoward  incidents,
BCAS gald inan advisory.
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Airlines, ATCs must report GPS
spoofing within 10 minutes: DGCA

DEEPAK PATEL
MNews Delhi, T Movemnber

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has directed
all pilots, aidines, and airtraffic
controllers operating in and
around Delhi airport to report
any global positioning system
(GPS) spoofing incidentwithin
10 minutes of its occurrence,
enabling the regulatorto inves-
tigate and respond promptly,
Business Standard has learnt.

While reporting such inci-
dents has been mandatory
since a GCA circularissuedin
Movember 2023, this is the first
time the regulator has set aspe-
cific reporting deadline.

Ina notice dated November
10, 2028, DGCA=aid: "Inviewof
the recent occurrences of GPS

Safety risks

® GPS spoafing happens when

fake satellite signals are sent to
an aircraft's navigation system

# This confuses pilots or onboard

gystems about the plane’s
exact position or altitude

® Several aircraft at the Delhi

airport reported swch

spoofing, posing a serious
safety risk

® The regulator said the
purpose of real-time
reporting is to enable the
“effective investigation,
analysis, and mitigation” of
such incidents

spoofingand global navigation
satellite system interference
reported inand around IGLAjr-
port, New Delhl, it is imperative
that all aviation stakeholders
ensure prompi detection and
real-time reporting (within 10
minutes of cocurrencejofsuch
evenisto maintain flight safety
and operational integrity.”
GPS spoofing occcurs when

fake satellite signals are trans-
miited to an aircrafi’s naviga-
tion system, confusing pilots or
onboard systems about the
plane’s actual position or alti-
tude. Such false signals pose a
serlous safety risk, especially
during landing.

Recently, several aireraft
approaching Delhi airport
reporied spoofing incidents,

with navigation systems show-
ing false locations up to 6O
nautical miles away. Some
flight= were forced to divert to
nearby cities.

In its notice, the regulator
said the aim of real-time repor-
ting is to enable the "effective
investigation, analysis, and
mitigation™ of such occur-
rences,
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Boeing gets nod to
start next phase of
777X certification trials

Boeing received approval from the US avi=
afifrezulatory agency last weektobeginthe
third of five major phases of certification flight
tests for its 777-9 wide-body jet, the Alr Cur-
rent reported on Monday, cltingsources. The
777X is critical to Boeing's long-term wide-

body strategy. However, repeated certifica-

tion and production delays have postponed
deliveries, resulting in more than %15 billion
in charges and adding pressure to the com-
pany's finances. REUTERS



AIRPOH I'SAUT HDRIT‘I’ OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIEK BHASEKAR DELHT 12 NOVEMEER 2025

6 ¢ DI Uetisc A gl ol Uil
5! fea, TeRes W S
T = | enfemen BT &1 Seeied T 8l
................. " ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂiﬂwww
oo wew § wEvien 3 s oW g e
fryg faer IodEa /M 3 ) Yo § uOTEd % 4 390
MR AR T We W AN ITF SR OTHIE
FTFAEE I F GNE T 5 R E T 5 &
F U I Y TR T F EiEd & U e °E S
TIRg T W S @ T e e 3 5
Wﬁ;ﬁﬁmﬁ o & "da # o i

FarR 5




AIF?PUHFSAUIHL"’RIT ¥ UF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIE JAGRAN DELHT 12 NOVENMEER 2025

YR QRUIE IR U3R $fean & AT - B W eI ¥

A maw B e FEEm

TITE 9T UHAT 3241 o AT
F T W AT TIEA T T
TG A, T G i
& T §.30 WS 3 I=[F GEAT
THE 152 F ArEq qIEH
7 fTan T | A o
EfFumitm A A w
-
| FE e W oww A o
ST TR T T T,
=i & T )

A Uity AT O A
3 ey uT figmn & 0 TEee
5 oTE T Ree ¥
ZEFE 4 Y Al T wey
U7 e UEE ugd| A

o AGAT & T ol da
TR TR URE @A T
WioT o 2 ol v uds

o [Faeorelz & e W aE
fGeetl @i 32F @1 10 fiFe
Ugel e [ I o v

J'gﬁﬁ'l‘ﬂi’ﬂ’ﬁ“ﬁﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂrﬂ?!ﬁ"{ﬂ?“ﬁﬁw'#l mmmmrrﬂu'm:

aiwa qff & 18, B e R 30 Al e @
FURIN § 9B 10 e RE 25 W BM & & g 4

A W ORI X AW B TAWE U HRE UHE i A

TEEfm F S FF FE |
a9 | 3 T e
TN T fF 98 FE 9 uaw
fem | = T

j &7 T F AR A e A

Wmmlwqm
To WFG B T qEE F
g, e Ff = S fwn
EERa

g, fEod A W
T AEH Y W, § A
2| A ZfHE W 50
CUECIIE ol e S A EE
TEN U W B 9 9E) A %9
g @ @ & 5yt 9t U
sfem 3 5w & waeE
U7 e A9 AUH HET &
fom 21

a#rw 03 WA W U
= o= mérmﬁﬂ
T WM, A 1E =

'3

fF Tt F fow Zaem A9
T T, TE T T w A
71 95 W & & W A
¥ @E # TEa  fEE
| T O e o1, 3
TE § WEL BEE H 28
T | TAHIE % En °1 gt
Bew o oo ws T9ees 4,
o9 ® wE i %
s E

A ¥ 25 SUEes BE U9
afE F fan 7 Bem W
Ere i O E T o
afyd w dew F s 9
e, == FEe sefe fE
sife ofm  fem gem o
BAM FET & Bara 4wt
¥ fom w0 8 91



AIRPU?\ ISAUT HGR#TY l’.JF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RS DATINIEKE JAGRAN DELHT 12 NOVEMEER 2025

&feT ® FrgA1 YA
TIRAEY G1 BISIRY
AR O IS

¢ fewell, iy« A FE S
ﬂmmwm
TEEE F A S § S
nmﬂmeﬁmaﬁaafmaam
7R uF T e FA
’hgf‘anﬂ o mmeEEn 3
Wn@mﬂmmw
o+ o o A W
TTeTaR, il TR )| 2T 92
| =0 TEEA W 359 GRA-dH
ﬂimﬁmmTﬂﬂﬂHW
W AqA A G Wedl B -
3" Wi F s w9 gl
FA 1 FE @, 3 A 10 FHR
4 forell & 99 & EiEE 5% #
Hidi 336 % # &) FeE F
1A i 0 £ e e o
ﬂqmﬁmﬁ?mmﬁﬁm
E F ORI 26 Wwﬁﬁm‘—r
FEEA-TATEE & e 3T
T I | T W R $d
URAEE 4 A TEE F e
¥EE drd 33 9E 1)



AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF

INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES

DELHI

12 NOVEMBER 2025

AEROSPACE MAJOR GEARS UP TO INCREASE INVESTMENTS IN THE COUNTRY

“Tarift Issues Won’t Hit Boeing India Ops’

Localisation of ecosystem capabilities a priority for co, encouraging partners to develop in the country: President Salil Gupte

Arindam Majumder

New Delhl: American acrospace
major Boeing said on Tuesday its
businesses in the country wo-
uldn't be affected despite percei-
ved frictions in India-US trade re-
lationships over Washington's
puinktive tarifis

“1 think that we've been very clear
in India and all countries where
these tariff and trade negotiations
are poing on and that is that ssro-
space and defence should be inaze-
ro for 2ero tarill environment,” Sa-
1l Gapte, president, Bowing Indla,
wld ET inan interview

Boeinghasalarge presence inin-
dia—in both commercial and de-
fence aerospace businesses. The-
s¢ include a production facility in
Hyderabad for producing Boelng
AH-84 Apache helicopter fusela-
ges, among other asrostructures.
Boeing also manufactures compo-
site assemblies for Boeing's 737
MAX, 717X, and 787 Droamliner

“Boeing is America’s largest ex-
parter and very miuch represents
the United States around the
world from a trade and industrial
standpoint,” Gupte said, “But at
the same time, | would like to re-
mind that asrospace industriali-
sation in India isa priority not on-
Iy here, but is also a priority for
the United States and that conti
nues to be the case even through
these trade talks because aero-
spaceand defenceare verymucha
win-win for both countries.”

Boeing is gearing up to invest more
in Indin. These Inelode setting up a
plottraining facllity in partnership
with Alr India and developing capa-
bilities for aircrafi maintenance
and repair companies so that more
work can be done locally instepd of
Oying those alrcraft out of [ndia,

MAKEININDIA

“Localisation of the ecosystem ca-
pabilities is a priority forus becau-
s it's only with that localisation
that our airline customers can

@ 1RADE NEGOTIATIONS

Ithink that we've beenvery clearin
Indiaand all countries where these
tariff and trade negotiationsare
going onand thatis that aerospace
anddefenceshouldbeinazero

for zero tariffenvironment
mULmlWSIWn!.Hmmn Insiia

grow profitably and succeed. We
are also eNCOUrAEINE OuUr partners,
such as GE, Rolls Royce, Honey-
well, Pratt and Whitney, (o consi-
der Indin for developing local capa-
bility in support of the Indian cos-
fomers, because that is going to al-
low more of that spend that
currently goes owtside India to
happen Inside India,” Gupte said

Government officials said that In-
dian companies are buving planes
or engines from US companies as
that can balance the trade surplus
that India runs over the US

Orders for hundreds of Boelng
jets have been announced in deals
with Indonesia and Japan, Bahra-
in, Saudi Arabia and Qatar earlicr
in the year which analysts said was

astrategy to placate the Trump ad-
ministration. While Alr India and
Akaza have placed s combined or-
der for 5940 alreralt with Boelng In
recent yeoars which will be delive-
rid over the next decade, the com-
pany lags its Enropean rival Air-
bus inierms of order size.

AAMPING UP PRODUCTION
“There s no restriction on any In
dian companies to do more busi-
ness with any American compani-
es,” an official said

The company’s customers in In-
dia said that they expect Boeing to
speed up deliveries of new aircraft
amidst a supply chain shortage
They are encouraged by the US re-
gulator Federal Aviation Admini-
stratlon's decision allowing Boe-
ing to ramp-up production, from 38
to 42 alreraft per month

“Weexpect a steady supply of alr-
craft from Boeing and are confi-
dent about this parinership,” said
Praveen Iver, chief commercial of
ficer, Akasa Air
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P&W to replace engines
on grounded IndiGo jets

Abhishek Law
abhishek.law@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Engine maker Pratt
& Whitney has assured IndiGo
that it intends to replace faulty
engines of 40-odd grounded
planes of the country's largest
airline by end-June 2026, said
two persons with knowledge of
the development.

This move will potentially
boost IndiGo's profitability this
year and next, depending on
the pace of engines replace-
ment, reducing the carrier's
reliance on costly leased planes
to offset the nearly-10% unused
aircraft on its fleet.

The airline flies two of three
passengers in India.

Forty planes with Pratt &
Whitney engines are grounded
while 60 are flying.

“There is an assurance fora
staggered improvement in the
aircraft on ground situation
with a June timeline,” the first
person said on the condition of
anonymity, as the discussions
between the world’s second-
largest commercial aircraft
engine maker and IndiGo are
private.

The second person, who also
wanted to remain unidentified,
said some timelines are still
under discussion, and that revi-
sion possibilities cannot be
ruled out if global supply con-
straints persist.

Emails sent to Pratt & Whit-
ney and IndiGo seeking com-
ment went unanswered.

A resolution could help
IndiGo’s profitability, accord-

|3

ndiGe

[ —

Pratt & Whitney intends to
replace faulty engines of 40
IndiGo planes by June 2026. rm

ing to at least one analyst.

Gagan Dixit, analyst at Elara
Capital said, the refitting of
grounded planes by Pratt &
Whitney is well-aligned with
new airports opening up
around cities that originate the
most number of air passengers
in India. “As new airports in
Mumbai (Navi Mumbai) and
Delhi (Jewar) open up, this will
correspond with IndiGo's
planes being ungrounded. It
helps the airline with more
capacity, return of costly leases,
and aids both topline and bot-
tomline growth.” The Mumbai-
Delhi route accounts for a third
of India's air passenger move-
ment.

Revenues from putting these
planes back in the skies will be
much more than penalties
IndiGo gets from Pratt & Whit-

ney, Dixit said. “While IndiGo is
getting some compensation
from the engine-maker, the
amount of which is undis-
closed, it is not enough to cover
up for revenue losses.”

Once the replacements are
completed, IndiGo will be
nearly free of Pratt & Whitney's
geared turbine fan (GTF)
engines, marking a gradual clo-
sure of one of the Gurugram-
based airline’s longest-running
operational challenges.

The crisis, which began in
mid-2023, stems from a “pow-
der metal contamination”
defect in certain Pratt & Whit-
ney GTF engines that could
lead to component cracking.
The issue has affected airlines
worldwide.

IndiGo, owned by InterGlobe
Aviation Ltd, has leased 333
passenger jets on so-called
operational leases, which are
expensive as they come loaded
with costs such as maintenance
and insurance. These include
replacements for the grounded
planes with Pratt & Whitney
engines. Of the remaining
planes on its fleet, 14 planes are
owned by the airline and 62 on
financial lease where mainte-
nance, insurance and others
costs are borne by IndiGo.
Eight were on so-called damp
leases where the lessor pro-
vides not just the jets but also
pilots, maintenance and insur-
ance.

The number of grounded
IndiGo aircraft peaked in 2024
at around 70-80 and has since
gradually declined.
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P&W to replace engines
on grounded IndiGo jets

Abhishek Law
abhishek law@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Engine maker Pratt
& Whitney has assured IndiGo
that it intends to replace faulty
engines of 40-odd grounded
planes of the country’s largest
airline by end-June 2026, said
two persons with knowledge of
the development.

This move potentially will
boost IndiGo's profitability this
year and next, depending on
the pace of engines replace-
ment, reducing the carrier’'s
reliance on costly leased planes
to offset the nearly-10% unused
aircraft on its fleet.

The airline flies two of three
passengers in India.

Forty planes with Pratt &
Whitney engines are grounded
while 60 are flying.

“There is an assurance fora
staggered improvement in the
aircraft on ground situation
with a June timeline,” said the
first person, on the condition of
anonymity, as the discussions
between the world's second-
largest commercial aircraft
engine maker and IndiGo are
private.

The second person, who also
wanted to remain unidentified,
said some timelines are still
under discussion and revision
possibilities cannot be ruled
out if global supply constraints
persist.

Emails sent to Pratt & Whit-
ney and IndiGo seeking com-
ment went unanswered.

A resolution could help
IndiGo's profitability, accord-

.

-\ndiGe
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Pratt & Whitney intends to
replace faulty engines of 40
IndiGo planes by June 2026. rni

ing to at least one analyst.

Gagan Dixit, analyst at Elara
Capital said, the refitting of
grounded planes by Pratt &
Whitney is well-aligned with
new airports opening up
around cities that originate the
most number of air passengers
in India. “As new airports in
Mumbai (Navi Mumbai) and
Delhi (Jewar) open up, this will
correspond with IndiGo's
planes being ungrounded. It
helps the airline with more
capacity, return of costly leases,
and aids both topline and bot-
tomline growth.” The Mumbai-
Delhi route accounts for a third
of India’s air passenger move-
ment.

Revenues from putting these
planes back in the skies will be
much more than penalties
Indigo gets from Pratt & Whit-

ney, Dixit said. “While IndiGo
is getting some compensation
from the engine-maker,
amount of which is undis-
closed, it is not enough to cover
up for revenue losses.”

Once the replacements are
completed, IndiGo will be
nearly free of Pratt & Whitney's
geared turbine fan (GTF)
engines, marking a gradual clo-
sure of one of the Gurugram-
based airline's longest-running
operational challenges.

The crisis, which began in
mid-2023, stems from a “pow-
der metal contamination”
defect in certain Pratt & Whit-
ney GTF engines that could
lead to component cracking.
The issue has affected airlines
worldwide.

IndiGo, owned by InterGlobe
Aviation Ltd, has leased 333
passenger jets on so-called
operational leases, which are
expensive as they come loaded
with costs such as maintenance
and insurance. These include
replacements for the grounded
planes with Pratt & Whitney
engines. Of the remaining
planes on its fleet, 14 planes are
owned by the airline and 62 on
financial lease where mainte-
nance, insurance and others
costs are borne by IndiGo.
Eight were on so-called damp
leases where the lessor pro-
vides not just the jets but also
pilots, maintenance and insur-
ance.

The number of grounded
IndiGo aircraft peaked in 2024
at around 70-80 and has since
gradually declined.
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SpiceJet flight
makes
emergency
landing:

New Delhi: A Spicela
flight Fom Mumbai o

Kol kata made an
crmerpency landing dis (o
Eaibure inome of i engings,
avconding to Kolkatn
Adrpart ol Ticals. The airline
said ina statement on
Mopday that all passengers
and crew members ane sale
"On Nowember 4 Spice. ket
Qg SGHFD operating
from Mumbai to Kolkata
experienond o technical
Issue during desomnit at

Kol kata airport. The aircmft
landed salely wnd all

passe ngers and crew
deplaned normud by
acconding Lo o siatement
from & Sploele
spokesperson. The full
emergency was lited ot
ll=38 poi

On Septembier 12, a Spicedet
Qua00 Mght from Gujaral's
Kmndla airport to Mumba
nmevde a simllar amergency
Ianding at Chhatrapati
Shivaf Muahara]
Irtemational Alrport
(CSMAalter anouler
wheel was found on the
rumway fodkowing take-ofL
The plane nnded safely,
with all passengees mnd
crew unharmed
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After AIH71 crash, drive
on to clear Ahmedabad

airport of birds, animals

Mivati Parfkh & Himarnshu Kaushil | 7

Ahmedabad: Ahmedabad airport
has undertaken a large-scale wild-
life management operation to re-
duce the risk of bird and animal
strikes around the airfield, five
months after London-bound AT171
crashed after take-off on June 12,
killing all 241 people on board.

In association with the forest
department, Sardar

ingat hat strikes. Following these
findings and based on recommen-
dations from the Airports Au-
thority of India (AAID, the deci-
sion to translocate certain spe-
cies was taken during a series
of joint review meet-
ings."” added the source.

(Other species being
relocated  include the

red-wattled lapwing, vel-
File phobg

Vallabhbhai Patel
International  Adr-
port has begun relo-
cating several spe-
cies of birde and
mammals found in
and aroumd the
premises to arens al i
least 50-100 Km
away from the city
Officials said a

majortranslocation

drive involving1,000
large fruit bats is currently under-
way, The bats, which roost in large
numbers near Kotarpur, close to
the airport along Sabarmati
riverbank, are being captured
and released in Polo Forest, a pro-
tected habitat about 150 km away
“(riant fruit bats becamea par-
ticular concern,” sald a source,
“During night-time inspections,
Mood stains were often found on
the runway or near aircraft, but
there would be no feathers, hint-

low-wattled lapwing,
hlack kite, Eurasian
thick-knee, and black-
headed ibis. Species
commonly found around
SVPIA — such as the
rock pigeon, cattle egret,
house crow, Indian roll
er, and common mynah
continue to be moni-
tored as part of ongoing
wildlife hazard manage-
ment, anofficial said.
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Report GPS spoofing within
10 mins: DGCA to pilots, ATC

Delhi Airport Has Been Regularly Issuing Alerts About Such Events

Saurabh.Sinha

@timesolindia.com

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
{(DGCA) has made it manda
pory for pllots and nir traffic
controllers (ATC) to report
GPS spoofing within 10 min-
utes of encountering it

[55Il| nga - re=|:u|'l g [H"H-
tocol after the Delhiairport
started witnessing the phe
nomenon for the first time
in recent wesks, the regula-
tor stated: “Any pilot, ATC
controller, or technieal unit
detecting abnormal GPS be
haviour (like position
anomalies, navigation er
rors, loss ol GNbS signal in-
tegrity, or spoofed location
data) shall initlate real-
time reporting (within
10 minutes of occurrence),”
A GNBSS sipnal is a radio
wive transmitted by satel-

(LT

The office of National Security Advisor Ajit Doval has |aunched a
probe into the unprecedented GPS spoofing at Dedhi airport

lites that contains data
aboul their posltion and the
time the signal was sent
The realtime informa-
tion will require details like
date and time of spoofing oc-
currence; aireraft type & reg
Istration; operimtor/airiine
name: Dight sector/routs;
coordinates (latitude & lon-

gitude) of occurrence or ar
en affected; type of interfe
rence like jamming or spoof
ing or signal loss or integrity
error; aircraft equipment af-
fected by the Interference
and any operational impact
The office of National S
curity Advisor (NSA) Ajit
Dowval has launched a probe

into the unprecedented GFS
spoaling at Delhiairport, Be
cause of this, aircraft com-
ing in to land at IGLA often
el wrong location or head-
ing and [alse terrain warn
imgs about 80 nautical miles
from the airport

TheNSA islearnt to be co-
ordinating with muliiple
aviation and defence agen-
cles on the issue as spooling
has besn commaon in confliof
LOTHES It]j!l Siart areas near
the India-Pak border to patch-
esall the way to Ukraine.

But this is the first time
that Delhi airport has faced
this issus, The “automatic
terminal information ser-
vice™ (ATIS) for Dethi alr-
port has been regularly is-
suingalerts aboul spoofing
Airlines have accordingly
informed pllots about the
possibility of facing this
phenomenon in Delhi
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Air cargo load from India to US plunges
to nine-year low after steep hike in tariff
HEEH“MWHHEIMESIHML

Sunny Baskidtimesoalindiacom

Hyderahad: Steep tarill hi-
kes by the Donald Tromp id-
ministration have sent air
cargo movement between i
din and the U8 inde firee fall,
manrling a nine-year low

Datafromthe Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(THGCA) ghows thal India
shipped 4,19 tonnes of goods
to the US between Jan and
June - down from 7,152 ton-
s during the same period
last year

Even during the pande-
mibe years of 200 to 2023, fre-
Ight volumes ranged betwe-
on BN and 8000 lonnes
{appros). The last time India-

H1 2024

H1 2023

H1 2022

H1 3021

US trade Mgures hit such
lowe was in 2016, when they
touched 3,751 fonnes.
Reprosentatives of  the
Federation of Freight For-

Cargo load: Textile
dealers hit hard

* From P1

ealers in gems and je
ljwull.:-ry, textiles, rea
dymuade spparel and
perishable poods, all of
whichare partof the largest
chunk of freight from India
to the United Stotes, have be
en hit hard, say customs bro-
hers
“Although pharmaceati-
cals have largely besn apa
red for now, procucts [ike
garments, diamonds, and
enghneering tools have been
hit hard, Products that cost
100 earlierare now pricod al
approximately $150. Addi-
tional restrictions imposed
by US authorities have slo
wed clenrances and affected
trade voltunes,” said § Anil
Kumar, president of the Hy-
derabad Customs Brokers'
Association.

Air traffic takes a hit too
Passenger traffic hasn't

esciuped the Galloun elthes

DGCA figures show the co-

unt of US-hound flyers drop-
el by 50,000 b the first
six months of MH5— down
from 4.5 lakh betweon Jan
and June 2024 to 4 lakh du-
ring the corresponding pe
riod this year.

Visa consultants and tro-
le ﬂssutl.lllum. point to

Uneertainty over immig-
ration pollckes has triggered
panic among students, with
many now hesitant to travel
16 the LS. They ane wirrlsd
about their safety and the

possibility of being semt
back, especially  after
Trumps statements about
reducing foreign student in
take, say consulianis and
and  travel  associstions
“Apart from students, wor-
king professionnls on HAB
visas are plso apprehensive
about fcing seruting or un
cerfalnty  upon  re-entry
Hence, the drop in traveller
eolnt,” sald Siraj Ansacl, a
eity-based travel planner

warders Assoclations in In-
i (FFFAT} sy the tartlf spi-
ke has lad w a significant

drap in domand, pashing ex-
parters to drastically cut or-

der shees. A Punjab-bosed
trader who would ship 30 or-
ders of enginesring tools da-
iy Is now sending only 1010
12, with just & handful of buy-
erswillingto purchase Incre-
asingly expensive goods, o
member of the association
said.

“When Trump taok offi
ce, tariff rates initially rose
by 25%. It later shed up by
50%, soverely affecting key
export  segments.  Handi-
cralts, one of Indias major
exports tothe US. have taken
# severs heating” sail Ha-
Jesh Verma, vice-chairman
of FFFAl

rContinued on P4
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100+ Spicelet fiyers
delayed by 6 hours

Mumbai: Over a hundred
passengers were stranded
at Mumbai airport for six
hours on Monday since the-
irSpiceJetflightto Avodhya
was delayed.

Flight SG 443 scheduled
to depart at 12.25 pm left
Mumbaiat6.42 pm. Anairli-
ne spokesperson sald the
Might was delayed “due to a
technical issue.” The flight
which was to land at 3 pm
will now land at 8.30 pm. Tun
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