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Greenfield airport proposed between Malda
and Gazoletoimproveregional connectivity

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Siliguri, 9 October

Alreshinitiativehasbeentaken
to set up a greenfield airport
between Malda and Gazole
Assembly segments in Uttar
Malda parliamentary
constituency, with the district
administration identifying a
proposed site for the project.
Uttar Malda MP Khagen
Murmu said the proposed site
was inspected on Friday in the

presenceofdistrict administration
officials. The proposal will be
sent to the concerned higher
authorties for furtherconsideration,
paving the way for a possible
visit by officials of the Airports
Authority of India (AAT).

Mr Murmuthas been pursuing
the demand for a new airport
in his constituency for a long
time. He has also taken up the
matter with the Union civil
aviation ministerin New Delhi.

Explaining the need for a

new airport, Mr Murmu said
the existing airport in Malda
required further expansion,
including an extension of its
runway. The presence of several
high-rise buildings around the
existingairportcould also pose
technical challenges to aircraft
operations and landing. He
further pointed out that
encroachment in some areas
around the existing airporthad
added to the difficulties.
Against this backdrop, the

demand for a new airport has
been raised by the MP and
several other people in the
district.

According toMr Murmu, the
proposedlocation betweenthe
Malda and Gazole Assembly
constituencies could offer better
regional connectivity. The airport,
if approved and constructed,
could serve notonly Maldabut
also the neighbouring districts
of North Dinajpur and South
Dinajpur.
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‘Yatri Seva Abhiyan’ concludes at Kolkata Airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 10 October

Special cleanliness drives,
infrastructural upgrade and
training sessions for staff to
improve their communication
skills wereamong the highlights
ofthe 24-day “Yatri Seva Abhivan’
(Passenger Service Campaign)
at the city'’s Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose International
Airport which ended on
Saturday.

The campaign, aimed at
improving service quality,
cleanliness, and passenger
comfort, was spearheaded by
the Airports Authority of India
(AAI.

A special event was held at
the airport during the day to
mark the end of the initiative,
whichstarted on 17 September.

The campaign involved
unveiling of various measures
toupgrade airport servicesand
infrastructure. Officials said
the primary objective was (o
ensure high service standards
across all levels of the airport
while providing an enhanced
experience for passengers.

During the campaign, special
drives wereconducted toensure
the cleanliness of passenger
lounges, seating areas, restrooms,
and food outlets.

Additionally, regular training
sessions were organised for

airport staff focusingon passenger
interaction and the prompt
resolution of grievances.
Special assistance desks and
signage were set up to aid
first-time flyers and passengers
utilising the regional connectivity
scheme, UDAN. Staff was also
deploved toassist these passengers
during check-in and security
screening. Facilities for
differently-abled passengers
and those with mobility issues
were reviewed. Rest areas and
drinking water facilities for
drivers and other visitors in
theairport’sexterior and cargo
zones were alsoassessed Airport
Director Vikram Singh stated
that this campaign was not

Bagdogra airport reviews passenger amenities,
grievance redressal system:

Siliguri: Bagdogra Airport reviewed its passenger amenities, including seating arrangements,
drinking water, signage, baggage facilities and digital services, while strengthening grievance
redressal mechanisms during the month-long Yatri Seva Abhiyan that concluded on Saturday,.
The campaign, conducted from 17 September to 10 October, focused on improving passenger
convenience, service standards, cleanliness, accessibility and the overall travel experience.
Airport Director Naveed Nazim said the campaign provided an opportunity to engage with
passengers, collect their feedback and suggestions, and identify areas for further improvement
in airport operations and services. The initiative also focused on maintaining cleanliness and
hygiene across the terminal building, toilets and approach areas. Passenger assistance was
strengthened to ensure smooth and hassle-free journeys, with special attention to persons with
disabilities, senior citizens, women, children and others requiring assistance.

merelya24-dayeventbutpart  Heemphasisedthateventhough — monitoring toenstire passengers
of a broader plan to ensure  the campaign has concluded, continue to receive excellent
consistently high-quality service.  there will be continuous  service.
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AAl reinforces passenger-centric
service culture

Continuing the nationwide “Yatri Seva
Abhiyan 2026, the Airports Authority of
India(AAT), underthe aegis of the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, undertook a focused
initiative to strengthen service excellence
and passenger-centric behaviour among
frontline airport personnel. The initiative
emphasised the importance of courtesy,
empathy and clear communication in creating a positive and
welcoming experience for air travellers.Special emphasis was
placed on passenger-first behaviour, along with grooming and
uniform standards for frontline personnel
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AAl strengthens stakeholder coordination for
seamless passenger journey

As part of the nationwide "Yatri Seva
e Abhiyan2026°, the Airports Authority
i of India (AAT), under the aegis of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, undertook
a focused initiative to strengthen
coordination among airport stakeholders
and enhance the seamless movement
of passengers across different stages of theirjourneyTheinitiative
emphasised closer coordination betweenairlines, Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), Customs and Immigration authorities,
Ground Handling Agencies (GHAs), concessionaires, housekeeping
teams and transport service providers, wherever applicable.
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Continuing the nationwide
“Yatri Seva Abhiyan 2026",
the Airports Authority of India
(AAT), under the aegis of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
undertook a comprehensive
audit of passenger facilities
and service quality across its
airports. The initiative focused
on assessing the end-to-end
passenger experience and
identifying areas for
improvement across key airport
facilities and servicesThe audit
covered critical passenger-facing
parameters including
cleanliness, sealing
arrangements, signage, drinking
water facilities, toilets, baggage
services, digital services and
food &beverage (F&B) facilities.
Ajrport teams reviewed these
facilities Lo assess their
availability, functionality,
accessibility and overall quality,
with the objective of ensuring
aconsistent and comfortable
experience for passengers.
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A|rport -airling p\an to hurt aviation: Ind-ra

CHENNM EI'CT 11

The government’s propos-
al to allow alrport opera-
tors to own airlines could
create conflicts of interest
and a new duopoly rather
than improve competition
in the aviation sector
experts have warned. The
focus should instead be on
addressing high operating
costs, heavy debt and per-
sistent losses.

Airlines depend on air-
worts for slot allocations,
roarding gates, parking,
ground handling and
cargo services. If airport

operators also own air
lines, they could favour

their own carriers
through preferential slots,
gate assignments and
charges, or by sharing
commercially sensitive
data, said Samant Kumar
Jha, associate director at
India Ratings and
Research. Jha ealled for
structural separation

between airport and air
line operations, independ-
ent boards, separate
reporting structures and
an independent agency to
allocate slots. Regulatory
oversight and clear equal-
access rules would also be
NeCessary

Allowing major airport
operators such as Adani
and GMR to enter the air-

line business may not nec-
essarily improve competi-
tion and could create a
new duopaly without ade-
gquate safeguards, he cau-
tioned. IndiGo and Air
India account for about 90
per cent of India’s domes-
tic aviation market.

The proposal would not
address sector's underly-
ing problems, including
expensive ATF, aircraft
shortages. high taxes and
dollar-denominated pro-
curement and mainte-
nance costs.

Jha said airlines should
look at profitability over
aggressive expansion.
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Riyadh airport hit
again as projectile
sparks fire at T4

REUTERS
Cairo, Dctober 11

A SAUDI-LED coallebon Cight-
ing Iran- backed Houthi rebels
In Yemen said a projectils
stmuck a passenger terminal at
the international airport in
I{iyndh oan .‘{|||1r|.-1.1l.r. less: thana
dayaftera miselle struckitand
killed 12 |'|H|phr.

There were no Immediate
details abouk the latest strike,
which hit the same complex
lovising terminals 3 and 4 for
domestic flights.

The sharpescalation in the
newiront inthe Iranwar threat
ens o draw in greater L5 mdli-
tary invobvement as PFresident
Donald Trump has sald he s
mlgh1ng immng the ﬁ_e;ht
againa the rebels.

The strikecameshorthyafter
the Houthis said the alrport
under their contral in the
Yemeni capital of Sanaa had
been stk alg..lm.'rlw blamed
the Sauwdis but provided no
dletails.

Satverday's missile attadcon

the Rivadh internaticnal abmport
was the deadliest b Gull Arab
natiion since the Imnwarbegan
Crvisr 300 people werevwoundisd,
somme of them artically.

India condemns attack

India oo Sunday strongly
condemned a major attack on
LaudiArabia’ Intem ational alr
port n Jti].':lrlh that killed 12
people and vjured ower 300

New Delhisid thrrrpmlrd
attackson cviliansand dvilian
infrastructure in the Gulf
nation are “completely unac
ceptableand must ceaw Imme-
diat el y™We stromg by condemn
the mpeated attacks on
Riynedh's King Khalid Inferna
tienal Alrport owver the past faw
days, mcluding the dastardly
attack on October 10, which
have led to loss of lives, injunes
and damage to property.” the
MEA sabd inastatement

"Weespmssourcondolences
to the families of the decemsed
and wishspeodyrecovery wthe
ijunresd pemons” B said

[Ir'l-'l rJrlrJI_r.ln't_r’mnri'J'J' |
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Riyadh airport remains under
attack, Indian among 13 killed

Rezaul H Laskar

|etters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India on Sunday
strongly condemned repeated
attacks by Houthi rebels on the
international airport in Saudi
Arabia’s capital, including a
strike that killed 13 people,
including an Indian, and called
for an immediate end to the tar-
geting of civilian infrastructure
across the region.

Initial reports following Sat-
urday’s attack on King Khalid
International Airport in Riyadh
said 12 people were killed and
309 others injured. The Indian
embassy in Riyadh said on
social media that one of 11
Indian nationals injured in the
attack had “unfortunately lost
his life”.

Meanwhile, a projectile
struck the passenger terminal at
the airport again on Sunday,
even as air defence systems
intercepted a missile. The civil
aviation authority said the
attack caused an unspecified
number of injuries, and that a
damage assessment was under-
way.

“Deeply grieved at the loss of
life of an Indian national in the
Rivadh attack. My heartfelt con-

Flames and smoke rise from a fire at King Khalid International
Airport in Riyadh after a Houthi attack. AP

dolences to the bereaved family.
The Embassy will extend all
possible assistance,” external
affairs minister S Jaishankar
said on social media.

All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief
Asaduddin Owaisi identified the
man as Mohammad Yousuf Ali,

a resident of Hyderabad. Owaisi
is the lawmaker from Hydera-
bad.

“I have spoken to his brother-
in-law, [kram, and received
news that Indian national
Mohammad Yousuf Ali died
when a roof collapsed due to the

continued on 37

2 INDIAN CREW
MISSING IN DRONE
STRIKE ON VESSEL
OFF OMAN COAST

Yogesh Naik

letters@hindust antimes.com

MUMBAL: Two Indian crew mem-
bers of a Nicaragua-flagged
tanker went missing after the ves-
sel was reportedly struck by a
drone off the coast of Oman on
Sunday, according to a report by
the Directorate of Maritime
Administration.

The two were among the 11
Indian crew members aboard the
MT Petron Dolphinz, which was
attacked at 1L30am Oman time,
the report said. Meanwhile, all 22
Indian crew aboard the Panama-
flagged crude oil tanker MT Gem
No 2, anchored off Sharjah, were
rescued after three simultaneous
drone attacks triggered a fire on
Saturday, the report said.

An Equatorial Guinea-flagged
tanker, MT Brisk, was also
reportedly struck by a drone near
Abkhazia in the Black Sea the
same day. All 24 crew, including
eight Indians, were safe, the
report added.

INDIAN KILLED IN SAUDI

attack on the Riyadh Airport
today. He was going to Madina for
Umrah. His wife and two children
are injured,” Owaisi said.

The Indian side also expressed
solidarity with Saudi Arabia in
the defence of the country's sover-
eignty against the backdrop of an
escalation in attacks by Iran-
backed Houthi rebels as the war
in West Asia expands. This was
the third attack on the King Kha-
lid International Airport over the

past week.

“We strongly condemn the
repeated attacks on Riyadh's King
Khalid International Airport over
the past few days, including the
dastardly attack on October 10,
which have led to loss of lives,

g = e e

injuries and damage o property,”
the external affairs minisiry said
I a staternent that did not name
anyone for the attacks.

"We stand in solidarity with the
people and the government of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
defence of their sovereignty, and
hope that peace and normalcy
refurns to the region at the eardt-
esL” the statement sald.

The Indian embassy in Rivadh
sald it was in touch with Sandi
authorities to ensure the well-be
Ing of injured Indians,

The external affairs ministry
statement described the repeated
attacks on civilians and civillan
Infrastructure as “completely
unacceptable” and said they
“must cease immedinely”,

The Indian side expressed con-
dolences o the families of the
dead and wished for the speedy
recovery of the injured. Nearly 20
Indians have died so far In the
West Asla conflict, which began
In February,

Saudi Arabia is home t© maore
than four million Indians, one of
the largest concentrations of the
diaspora n West Asia,

Samurday's attack on the airport
was the deadliest in Savdi Arabia
In more than a decade, as the
Houthis escalated a campaign
they launched in summer. The
dead included 4 Sandi nationals, 3
Bangladeshis and a natlonal each
from Egypt. Jordan, Palestine,
Syrin, Sudan and the US.

Two earlier artacks on the
sumne alrport kst week killed four
people and caused extensive
damage to a Saudi commercial
plane. The strikes also exposed
vulnerabilities in Saudl Arabla’s
defence capabilities as the king-
dom waged an alr campalgn
against the Houthis to support a
ground war by the Yemenl gov-
ernment against the grou

President Donald Trump said
the US is considering jolning
Saudi strikes on Houthis in the
conflict, a spillover from the war
on [ran that the US and Israel
started in February.

Saudi Aralda entered the war
in Yemen in 3015 at the head ofa
coalition that almed o foree the
Houthis out of the Yermeni capital
Sanaa. The war turned nto a
stakemate, with hundreds of thou-
sands of Yemenis killed by fight-
ing and famine. A 2022 ceasefire
by the Saudis and the Houthls
unravelled this summer, culmi-
nating In a sodden Houthl
advance that wok the Red Sea
chokepoint of Bab el-Mandeb
from Saudi-backed povernment
forces,

With inputs from agencies
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‘Airport shook’: Survivors
recount horror in Riyadh

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

RIYADH: The explosion was fol-
lowed by a violent tremor that
shook Riyadh airport, sending
terrified passengers scrambling
for safety as panic and chaos
swept through the terminals.

“I heard a very loud noise, so
loud that I felt the airport shake,”
said a 32-year-old Riyadh resi-
dent a day after the deadly strike.
“The airport alarm sirens went
off, and that's when the panic
started.”

“People who were in Terminal
3 started running towards us.
Some had blood covering their
faces,” recounted the 32-year-
old. “Some had lost a hand or an
arm. People were running while
carrying injured people, covered
in blood.” “My blood ran cold. [
didn’t know where to go or what
todo.”

Security personnel escorted
him and other passengers to a
lower floor, where they waited
for an hour before being allowed

People gather outside a metro station on the road to King Khalid
International Airport in Riyadh on Saturday. AP

to leave the scene.

“l am never flying through
Saudi Arabia again,” said an
Indian national whose transit
flight to Riyadh was diverted and
forced to land in Dammam.

There, he and his wife and
young child slept in the terminal
and said they were given no
information by their airline and
lost their luggage.

“We spent the night at the air-
port — on the floor and chairs,”
he added. “Not just us, there

were at least one dozen other
people around me from the
same flight who kept waiting
through the night.”

Another traveller was mid-air
on a trip to Riyadh when the
plane abruptly headed back for
Jeddah, triggering dread among
some passengers. “We pan-
icked,” the 39-vear-old said.
Asked if she would travel again
by plane in Saudi while the war
continued to rage, said, “Never. [
will never live this horror again.”
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Rivadh airport struck again a day
after 12 killed in Houthi escalation

300 people wounded in Saturday’s strikes and airport was still closed on Sunday; Indian embassy says one citizen killed
and at least 10 others injured; Trump says he is planning to speak to Saudi crown prince as as he weighs joining the fight

Associated Press
CAIRO

A projectile struck a pas-
senger terminal at the in-
ternational airport in Ri-
yadh on Sunday, a day
after a missile hit the same
terminal and killed 12 peo-
ple, the Saudi-led coalition
fighting Iran-backed
Houthi rebels in Yemen
said. The Houthis claimed
responsibility for those at-
tacks and others.

Saudi authorities said
there were injuries in the
latest attack on the King
Khalid International Air-
port complex for terminals
3 and 4 for domestic
flights. Saturday's missile
attack was the deadliest in
a Gulf Arab nation since
the Iran war began, with

A file photo shows King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh,
Terminals for domestic flights were attacked on Sunday. AFF

another 300 people
wounded, some critically.
The airport was still closed
on Sunday.

The sharp escalation in
the new front threatens to
draw in greater U.S. mili-
tary involvement, as Presi-

dent Donald Trump has
said he is weighing joining
the fight against the Houth-
is. There was no imme-
diate White House com-
ment on Sunday.

The latest strike in Ri-
yvadh came shortly after

the Houthis said the air-
port in the rebel-held Ye-
meni capital of Sanaa had
been struck again, and
blamed the Saudis.

India’s embassy in Saudi
Arabia said one of its citi-
zens died on Sunday of in-
juries sustained in Satur-
day’s attack, which would
bring the toll to 13. The em-
bassy said at least 10 other
Indians were among those
injured in the attack.

U.S. intervention
Mr. Trump on Saturday al-
so said he planned to speak
with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman,
who has been seeking
assistance,

A US. intervention
could prompt the Houthis
to halt shipping through

the Bab el-Mandeb Strait at
the southern end of the
Red Sea off Yemen and
further restrict the flow of
oil out of the Persian Gulf.

Earlier on Sunday, the
Houthi-run health ministry
said a child was killed and
six people wounded in a
suspected Saudi airstrike
on a house in Sanaa. The
ministry also said 91 Yeme-
nis have been killed by the
Saudi-led coalition in five
weeks, 60% of them wo-
men and children.

There was no imme-
diate comment from Saudi
authorities on the claims.

On Sunday, the Houthis
also claimed attacks on
King Fahd Airport in the ci-
ty of Damma, as well as oil
and gas facilities in the
kingdom'’s east.
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Vadhvan airport DPR to be
ready by early 2027: MADC

@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The state housing
department has set up an ex-
pert committee to conduct a
performance audit of the Ma-
harashtra Slum Areas (Im-
provement, Clearance and
Redevelopment) Act, 1971,
which governs the Slum Re-
habilitation Authority
(SRA). The committee will be
headed by additional chief se-
cretary  (housing depart-
ment) Aseem Gupta, SRA
CEO Mahindra Kalyankar,
MLA Prag Alwanl, former
MFP Rahul Shewale, BMC's
chief engineer, Development
Plan, Sunil Rathod and Ji-
tendra Bhopale, director, ur-
ban planning, among others.

Officials said Supreme
Court has said a large num-
ber of cases are reaching the
courts under the Maharash-
tra Slum Areas (Improve-
ment, Clearance and Redeve-
lopment) Act, 197L *“The SC
too had ordered the constitu-
tion of a bench to initiate suo
motu proceedings, stating the
need for a performance audit
of the Act. The HC has consti-
tuted a Bench in a suo motu
Writ Petition. After taking in-
to consideration the views of
various stakeholders, develo-
pers, landlords, cooperative
housing societies, lawyers...
in relation to the Maharash-
tra Slum Areas (Improve-
ment, Clearance and Redeve-
lopment) Act, 1971 and the
submissions of the govt, it ga-

ve directions to constitute an
expert committee to conduct
a performance audit of the
Act," officials said.
Kalyankar has said SRA
hasseta target to deliver over
5 lakh slum rehabilitation
units by 2030 with a view to
developing the Mumbai Met-
ropolitan Region (MMR) asa
‘erowth hub’. Kalyankar said
SRA has a target of construc-
ting 90,264 houses by Dec
2026, 1.48 lakh homes by Dec
2027, 2.441akh by Dec 2028, 3.61
lakh by Dec and over 5
lakh homes by Dec 2030. “The
committee wWill make recom-
mendations inline with reali-
sing the dream of slum-free
cities by implementing the
Slum rehabilitation scheme
expeditiously,” the GR said.
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Passenger terminal at Riyadh
airport hit again' US mulls role

US Intervention Could Prompt Houth|s To Halt Shipping Via Bab el-Mandeb Strait

Dubai/Riyadh: Yemen's %= In this escalation are global
Iran-aligned Houthis claimed supplies and prices of oil as
responsibility for Satwrday’s well as commercial shipping.
strike on Rivadh's internatio- A US Intervention could

nalairport that Killed 13 people
and wounded more than 300, as
Saudi authorities reported pe-
ople were injured in a new at-
tack on the airport Sunday

The Saudiled coalition in
Yemen sald an “unidentified
projectile” had targeted Riya-
dh's inter national airport Ter-
minal 4 Sunday, causing a fire.
An unspecified number of pe-
ople were injured, the Saudi ci-
vil aviation authority said, ad-
ding it was still assessing the
damage. The coalition also sa-
id Saudiair defences had inter-
cepted a cruise missile in the
vicinity of King Khalid Inter-
national Alrport.

The strikes have exposed
vulnerabilities in Saudi defen-
ce capabilities as the Kingdom
wagesanalrcampalgnagainst
the Houthis to support a gro-
und war in Yemen by the Yeme-
i government against the Ir-
an-aligned group. The alrport
has been closed since Saturda-
y's attack. However, a long-
planned international energy
conference went ahead in Riy-
adh on Sunday as planned.

In a televised speech Sun-
day, Houthl military spokesp-
erson Yahya Saree claimed re-
sponsibility for Saturday’s at-
tack and also said the group

People wait outside a station near King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh

had attacked the airport in
Dammam in Saudi Arabia’s
Eastern Province and two faci-
litles of Saudi oil giant Saudi
Aramco. There was no lmme-
diate Saudi confirmation. Reu-
ters has reached out to the Sau-
di media office and to Aramco

for comment. The Houthisear-

lier Sunday had renewed their
warning to aidines, airport
workers, and travellers apa-
Inst using Saudi airports. “We
urge everyone to take our war-
nings seriously and Saudi
Arabla bears responsibility
for any failed interceptions,”
thegroupsaid.

Saudi Arabia has stepped
up its military involvement in
Yemen In recent weels, laun-
ching strikes against the Hout-
his and backing a Yemeni govt
counteroffensive after the gro-
up seized strategic territory
along the Red Sea coast last
month. The Houthis said Sun-

day that Saudi Arabila carried
out 124 air strikes in Yemen in
the past 24 hours, including the
capital Sanaa and the group's
stronghold Saada.

Yemen's Houthi-run forel-
gn ministry said that further
Saudi military action in Yem-
en would trigger a stronger re-
sponse, adding that its actions
would be guided by the princl-
ple of reciprocity “Unless the
Saudi enemy stops its aggres-
sion and interference in Ye
men, worse is vet to come, God
willing,” the ministry said in
statements carried by Hou-
thi-run Al Masirah television.

US President Trump said
on Saturday the US was consi-
dering joining Saudistrikeson
the Houthis in the conflict, a
spillover from the wider war
on Iran that the US and Israel
launched in Feb. There was no
immediate White House com-

ment Sunday. At stake, again,

prompt the Houthis to halt
shipping through the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait at the southern
end of the Red Sea off Yemen
and further restrict the low of
oll outof the Persian Gulf The
rebels seized key areas along
the strait last month and the
Saudi-led coalition has been
trying to seize them back. Sau-
di Arabia is running low on
missile interceptors and has
asked France, Britain, Pakis-
tan and Egypt to deploy air de-
fense support to the region, re-
gional officials told APlast mo-
nth, with one noting that the
US has seen its own stock dw-
Indleduring the war with Iran.
Separately Saudi authori-
ties notified parents that in-
person classes would be su-
spended and shifted to remote
learning from Sunday until
Thursday for all students, tea-
chersand administrative staff.
In Saturday’s attack, the th-
ird on Riyadh'sairport ina we-
ek, the dead included four Sau-
dis, two Bangladeshis and na-
tionals of the US, Jordan, Pa-
lestine, Syria, Sudan and Exy-
pt, Saudi authorities said. Ind-
ia’s embassy in Rivadh said
Sunday oneof itscltizens inju-
red in the strike had died, addi-
ng to initial toll of 12. reuToes
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Hyd man among 13 killed in
Houthi strike on Saudi airport

11 Indians Among
300 Injured In
Riyadh Attack

Times News Nerwors

New Delhl: AnIndian natio-
nal was among 13 people kil-
led in one of the deadliest at-
tacks launched by Iran-back-
ed Houthi militants on Riy-
adh’s King Khalid Intern-
ational Alrport Saturday
The Indian embassy also
confirmed that 11 Indians we-
re among the more than 300
who were injured.

The Indian who died is a
4f-year-old man from Hyde-
rabad. According to sources,
Mohammed Yusuf, anIT pro-
fessional from Mehdipat-
nam, waswalting with his fa-
mily near a check-in kKiosk to
travel to Madina for Umrah
when a projectile struck the
alrport premises. Debris
from the impact reportedly

Smoke rises from a fire at King
Khalid int'l Airport in Riyadh

Tanker with 11 Indian
sailors attacked

noll tanker sailing under
[ Athe flag of Nicaragua
with 11 Indian seafarers was
subjected to a drone attack at
Sohar anchorage in Oman
on Sunday Shipping minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal, in
aposton ¥, said, “While nine
of our Indian crew members
have been successfully res-
cued and are safe, two Indian
nationals currently remain
missing.” The minister add-
ed that a search-and-rescue
operation was underway by
the local Coast Guard.

fell on Yusuf, leaving himcri-
tically injured. He later suc-
cumbed to his injuries at a
hospital. His wife and two
children, who were withhim
at the alrport, are reportedly
ineritical condition.
Ministry of external affa-
irs (MEA) strongly condem-
ned the repeated attacks on

Rivadh's main airport over
the past few days, including
the “dastardly attack™ on Oct
10. The ministry said in a sta-
tement that repeated attacks
on civilians and civilian in-
frastructure are completely
unacceptable and must cease
immediately

“We stand in solidarity

with the people and the govt
of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia indefence of their so-
vereignty, and hope that pea-
ce and normalcy returns to
the regionat the earliest,” sa-
id the ministry, while expres-
sing condolences to the fami-
lies of the deceased and wis-
hinga speedy recovery to the
injured in the attack.

This was the second time
India had condemned attacks
on Saudi airports in the past
few days, expressing solidari-
ty with Riyadh. The dead
from the third attack this we-
ek on the airport included fo-
ur Saudis, two people from
Bangladesh and one person
each from the United States,
Jordan, Palestine, Syria, Su-
danand Egypt, the Saudicivil
aviation authority said. The
attacks targeting the Saudi
airports have been claimed
by Yemen's Houthi rebels
(the Ansar Allah movement),
an [ran-backed armed group.

P Related report, P 16
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Al Exp, Air India extend
Riyadh flights cancellation

NEW DELHI, Oct 10: Air
India Express and Air India
have extended the cancella-
tion of flights to and from Ri-
yadh anud the evolving situ-
ation in Saudh Arabia, officials
said on Saturday.

While Air India Express
has cancelled the services till
October 14, Aur Indha has can-
celled the flights till October
15. Both airlines on Thurs-
day announced cancelling Fi-
yadh flights till October 10.

The officials said the air-
lines are closely monmtoring

the situation and assessing the
development in the region.

Air India Express and Air
Indha are offering full refunds
on cancellation to affected
passengers.

One of the officials said Air
India Express 1s also provid-
ing free rescheduhng for the
passengers.

Air India Express operates
16 weekly flights to Riyadh
from four Indian cities — Ben-
galuru, Kochi, Kannur and
Kozhikode. Air India operates
seven weekly flights to Riya-

dh from Delhi and Mumbai.

On Friday, Akasa Air said
it was cancelling Riyadh
flights till October 11.

Earlier this week, Saudi
Arahia’s two airports m Riy-
adh and Abha came under at-
tack, reportedly by Houth
militants.

In recent days, there has
been an escalation in the hos-
tilities between the Iran-
backed Houthi group and
Saudi Arabia. There have
been attacks with armed
drones and missiles. — PTI
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Delhi-Chennai IndiGo flight lands

in Hvd after ‘smoke’ onboard

A Chennai-bound IndiGo
flight from Delhi was di-
verted to hyderabad on Sun-
day after smoke was detected
from a customer’s personal
electronic device kept in the
overhead bin and the plane
landed safely, the carrier
said. "IndiGo flight 6E 6115,
operating from Delhi to
Chennai on October 11, 2026,
was diverted to Hyderabad
afier smoke was detectad
from a customer’s personal

electronic device. The cabin
crew responded promptly
and the situarion was
browght under contral,” In-
digo =aid in a statement. “In
line with established proto-
cols, the pilots diverted the
flight and landed safely at
Rajlv Gandhi International
Afrport, Hyderabad,” it
added. An alternative aircraft
was arranged for the passen-
gers to continue the jourmey
to Chennal, it added. PTI
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Malaysian Airlines open to
partnership with India: CEO

Malaysian flag carrier Ma-
laysian Alrlines is open to
any partnership with India,
where it sees strong demand
for corporate and visual
flight rules (VFR) traffic, as
long as it is a "win-win" for
both the partners, its chief
executive officer Nasarud-
din A Bakar has said. The
South-east Asian carrier,
which flies to and from 10
destinations in India, also
said it aspires to expand its

network in India but bilat-
eral traffic rights restrict it
from doing so. He said that
his ajrline has a strategic
codeshare partnership

with IndiGo, which has
helped it operate to an addi-
tlonal six destinations in
India, including Goa, ad-
ding, “it{also) helps in
terms of our connectivity
and flow to feed from all sta-
tions that we flv into Kuala
Lumpur” PTI
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Hubballi-Chennai
flight from Oct 27

HUBBALLI, DHNS: IndiCo air-
line will restart its direct Night
between Hubballi and Chen-
nai from October 27, and will
temporarily suspend its Pune
flight beginning October 26,

The airline will operate an
ATR fight to Chennai thrice a
week on Tuesdavs, Thursdays
and Sarurdays.

It will depart from Hubballi
at4.25 pmand land in Chennai
at .05 pm. Inreturn direction,
the Right will leave Chennai at
6.35 pmand reach Hubballi ar
8.20 pm.

But the Pune fight, which
has been operating fourdaysa
week, will be temporarily sus-
pended from October 26.

Suspension flayed
Suspension of the Pune Might,
which has good occupancy,
during the testive season has
evoked criticism.

According to IndiGo, the
Pune Mlight is being suspended
temporarily due tooperational
reasons,



AIRPORTS

Corporate Communications Directorate

ﬁdJEFH3H#Y¥EJFiNLHﬁu

DAINIEK JAGRAN DELHI 13 QUTOEEE. 2026

fecetl 9 d+=T8 off 32 fou § Ui dp
4 ot 31, mﬁg?mﬁaﬁm

TR, weEE: e
= 7 e % e F e
O TR A e
T 0 AEN-TED o= M
T g% fawe & See e
T T W T WO
I T IOl T 5 6
= 7 T st A5
T AR AW |

Tt inATtsme i
mAatE R e e
=== @ T

o 6 W o e T
T 79 e A fue F o
s o fim &H A =l
W T8 e Pl W e e
= &1 i W e
¥ FFER, TN 9% = =
= oo § EE =
Hr=REmdmdm
s ST
SR TH 3T % GRS HEI

el s At T LU LA

Famm #Y
TR 9% F T W W
Ak 9 = o %4 2
a d e T fhw =
Hei 7 | T # e
F &1 e | e F AE
TET §% ¥ T 3T W
T = W gy T
1 OFn §1 ol w a9
e Helfiry G § e



AIRF‘ ORTS AUT HClF-?i I"“i’ C?F iNLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS DELHT 12 GQETOBER 2026

¥ |

Malaysia
Airlines open
to partnering
with India,
says CEO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, Octoberll

MALAYSIAAIRLINESIS opento
partnershipswith Indian com-
paniesandwants to expand its
network in the country, but
limited bilateral traffic rights
are restricting growth despite
strong demand for corporate
and visiting friends and rela-
tives (VFR) travel, itschief exec-
utive officer Nasaruddin A
Bakar has said.

“I'm open to any kind of
partnership but it has to be a
win-win situation forboth par-
ties,” Bakar told PT7in an inter-
action.

The Southeast Asian carrier,
which serves 10 destinationsin
India,operates 80weeklyflights
and is seeking additional fre-
quencies and slots to tap rising
demand. It has a strategic code-
share partnership with IndiGo
that gives it access to six addi-
tional Indian destinations,
including Goa.

" Partnershipis superimpor-
tant. And we believe with part-
nership we have been able to
grow,” Bakar said, adding that
the airline’s global codeshare
and interline partnerships pro-
vide connectivity to more than
1,000 destinations. Partner-
ships are a key pillar of the air-
line's long-term business plan
and neednotbelimited toother
airlines, extending to mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul
(MRO), technology, digital and
sportscompanies, hesaid.

India is a strong market for
the carrier, whichrecorded 1 3%
year-on-year growth in passen-
ger traffic in the first half of
2026.It carried around 1 mil-
lion passengers to and from
India during the period,
accounting fornearly 10% of its
total passenger traffic.
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Chennai-bound IndiGao flight
was diverted to Hyderabad. F7

IndiGo flight
diverted to
Hyderabad
over smoke
onboard

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABALD

A Chennai-bound IndiGo
flight from Delhi was di-
verted to Hyderabad on
Sunday after smoke was
detected inside the aircraft
from a passenger's perso-
nal electronic device.

According to FlightRa-
dar24, IndiGo tlight 6E 6115
departed from Delhi’s Indi-
ra Gandhi International
Airport at 1.30 p.m, and
was scheduled o land at
the Chennai International
Alrport ar 4 pum.

Following the incident,
the flight was diverted and
landed at Hyderabad’s Ra-
jiv Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA) at about
315 pam.

“In line with the esta-
blished protocols, the pi-
lots diverted the flight and
landed safely at Hydera-
bad. An alternate aircraft
has been arranged to conti-
nue the journey to Chen-
nai. We regret the inconve-
nience caused to our
customers due to this unfo-
reseen situation”, the air-
line said in a statement.
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Power bank fire
forces IndiGo
flighttolandin
Hyderabad

Hyderabad: An IndiGo flight
from Delhi to Chennai was di-
verted to Hyderabad's Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport
after a passenger’s power bank
caught fire mid-air.

The cabin crew extin-
guished the fire, and the air-
craft landed safely. All passen-
gers and crew members are
safe. Authorities have launched
an investigation into the
incident.

“IndiGo flight 6E 6115... was
diverted to Hyderabad after
smoke was detected fromacus-
tomer’s personal electronic de-
vice. In line with established
protocols, pilots diverted ...
safely at Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, Hyderabad,” an
IndiGo spokesperson said. ENS
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Fire in power bank,
Del-Chennai flight
lands in Hyderabad

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
0 New Delhi

SCARY moments unfolded for
over 180 passengers on board
an Indigo flight from New Del-
hi to Chennal on Sunday after
a power bank in the overhead
storage bin inside the cabin
caught fre midale The Dight
was diverted to Hyderabad as
an emergency measure. It
landed safely at the Rajlv Gan-
dhi International Alrport in
Hyderabad with none of the
passengers suffering any
injuries.

Videos of the incident show
a fire blazing in the overhead
bin. A few passengers were
seen frantically dousing the
fire using clothing items and
bags. A passenger Is heard
urging everyone not to get
seapred.

Flight 6E 6115, an Alrbus
A7 Night, took off from Ter-
milfial 1 of Indira Gandhl In-
ternational Alrport at 1.30 pm
and was scheduled to reach
Chennal International Afr
port at 4 prm. It landed at the
Hyderabad alrport instead at
3,59 prn.

Reacting to the incident, the
alrline sald, “IndiGo Aight GE
6115, operating from Delhl to
Chennal on October 11, was
diverted to Hyderabad after

A screen grab of fire In overhead
baggage bin on Sunday | exewess

smoke was detected from a
clstomer's personal aleetron-
ic device. The cabin crew re-
sponded promptly and the
sltuation was brought under
contral. In line with estab-
lished protocols, the pllots di-
verted the flight and landed
safely at Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Alrport, Hyderabad
An alternate alreraft has been
arranged to continue the jour-
ney to Chennai*

Power banks are banned in-
side check-in baggage and are
only permitted inside the cab-
in. The lithinm-ion batteries
Inside power banks can get
overheated and, therefore, not
permitted for cheel-in. Fal-
lowing a few instances of
power banks catching fire in-
side the Alght, usage of power
banks to charge electronic de-
viees on board was stopped in
Late 20925,
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IndiGo Delhi-Chennai flight diverted to Hyderabad as power bank catches fire mid-air

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

A power bank catching fire
mid-air. Passengers scram-
bling to contain the flames.
An aircraft forced to divert. An
incident that could have
ended in tragedy unfolded
aboard an IndiGo flight from
Delhi to Chennai on Sunday,
raising serious questions
about compliance with avia-
tion safety rules and the
dangers of improperly stored
lithium-ion batteries.

Flight 6E 6115 was diverted
to Hyderabad after smoke
was detected from a passen-
ger's electronic device in the
overhead luggage compart-
ment. The cabin crew used a

fire extinguisher to douse
the flames, and the aircraft
landed safely. IndiGo
arranged an alternative air-
craft to take passengers
to Chennai.

A 36-second video from
inside the cabin showed pas-
sengers initially attempting to
tackle the fire with their bags.
The footage, however, does
not clearly establish who
eventually extinguished it.

In a statement, IndiGo said
the crew responded prompt-
ly and brought the situation
under control.

IndiGo's baggage policy
permits power banks and
spare lithium batteries only
in hand baggage. More

importantly, passengers must
keep them within personal
reach, such as under the seat,
in the seat pocket or on their
person.

The airline specifically
states that these devices
“must not be stowed in over-
head compartments or
checked baggage”.

The restriction is not a
technicality. A battery fire
inside an overhead bin can
be difficult to detect imme-
diately, while smoke and
flames in an aircraft cabin
can quickly create a danger-
ous situation. Whether the
incident resulted from a
passenger's mistake, a
defective device or another

Representative image

cause remains unclear.

Under IndiGo's policy,
passengers may generally
carry up to two spare
lithium-ion batteries,
including power banks,
rated at up to 100 watt-
hours {(Wh), subject to secu-
rity clearance. Batteries
above 100 Wh and up to 160
Wh are permitted only for
portable medical devices,
with airline approval,

The airline also requires
terminals to be insulated
against short circuits. Power
banks must not be
recharged or used to charge
other devices during
the flight.

The Directorate General

of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
issued a Dangerous Goods
Advisory Circular in
November 2025 prohibiting
the use of power banks to
charge devices on board,
including through aircraft
seat power outlets. It also
requires power banks and
spare batteries to be
kept out of overhead
compartments,

The latest incident comes
months after a similar
episode involving an IndiGo
flight in Chandigarh on
March 5, 2026. A passenger's
power bank caught firein a
seat pocket after landing,
prompting an evacuation.
Two fire extinguishers were

used to control the fire, and
all passengers were safely
escorted to the
terminal.Power banks use
lithium-based batteries that
can undergo thermal
runaway, a dangerous chain
reaction in which overheat-
ing can trigger smoke,
intense heat and fire.
Sunday's incident ended
without reported casualties,
but the consequences of a
battery fire at cruising alti-
tude could be far more
severe. With explicit safety
rules already in place, strict
compliance, vigilant enforce-
ment and passenger aware-
ness are essential to prevent
a repeat of such incidents.
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IndiGolaunches Guwahati-Itanagar flight service

STA.TESH&H HE'I'!S EER‘IHCE
Itervaear, 11 October

IndiGo commenced it's
expanded flight services
between Guwahati and Donyi
Polo Airport, Hollongi,
Itanagar, on Saturday, 10
October, strengthening air
connectivity between
Arunachal Pradesh and
Assam, an  official
communiguesaid on Sunday:

AS PERTHE SCHEDULE, THE GUWAHATI-TANAGAR FLIGHTWILL
DEPARTAT11.45A.M. AND ARRIVEAT 12 .40P.M. WHILETHE
RETURN FLIGHTFROM ITANAGARWILLDEPARTAT 110 PM AND
REACH GUWAHATIAT 2.05 P.M. UNTIL 24 DCTOBER.

The service will initially
operate five days a
week-Sunday, Monday,
Thursday, Friday and
Saturday-until 24 October
Under the revised winter
scheduleeffective 250ctober,

the airline will operate daily
flights on the route,

As per the schedule, the
Guwahati-Itanagar Right will
depart at 1145 a.n. and arrive
at12.40 pm.while the return
flicht from Itanacar will

depart at L10 pm and reach
Guwahati at 2,05 p.n. until
24 October. Under the revised
winter schedule, the
Guwahati- Itanagar flight will
depart at 12,35 pm. and arrive
at1.25p.m. The return fAight
will leave Itanagar at 3 pam.
and ardve in Guwahati at
455 pamL

The new serviceisexpected
to addressthe long-standing
demand for improved air
connectivity and Ffacilitate
onward travel from Guwahati
tomajor destinations, including
Chennai, Bengalur, Kochi,
Hyderbad, Mumbai, Jaipur
and Lucknow.

The Hight schedule, issued
for the information of air
travellers and the people of
Arunachal Pradesh, is based
on information provided by
the airline. Passengers have
been advised to confirm the
latest timings and operating
schedule on IndiGo's official
websitewhilebooking tickets
ar before travellinge.
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Kochi-Gulfairlink hitby
tensions, 10flights cancelled

STATES MAN NEWS SERVICE
Ko, 1October

TenMightservicesconnecting
Cochin Inermational Airport
with destinations in Saudi
Arabia Oatarand the United
Arab Emirates have been
canoelled between 11 and 13
October due to the prevailing
geopolitical situation in the
region.

The cancellations include
live services operated by
Adaisa Adr, while Flynas, Adr
India Express and IndiGe
haveaksoreported dismuptions,
according to a social media
briel issued by Cochin
International Airport. On 11
October, Flynas cancelled its
N¥ 399400 servioes operating
on the Kochi-Rivadh-Kochi
sectorAdr India Express Nights
IX 476 from Doha to Kochi
and IX 475 [rom Kochi o

Doha were also cancelled.

Alcasa Adr services QP 523
[rom Kochi to Rivadh and
QP50 [rom Kochi o Jeddah
were amonglhe other flights
affected on Sunday. IndiGos
6E1517 service [rom Kochi to
Ras Al Khaimah, scheduled
Lo depart at 930 pamn. was
dlso listed for cancellation.
On 12 October, Akasa Air's
QP 551 service [rom Jeddah
to Kochi. QP524 rom Rivadh
to Kochi and QF 523 [rom
Kochi to Rivadh have been
reported cancelled.

The disruptionis expected
W continue on 13 October,
with Akusa Ars QP 524 wervice
from Rivadh to Kochi also
listed among the cancelled
Mights Passempers havebeen
advised to verily their Oight
status with the respective
airlines before leaving for the
airport teavoid incorvenienee
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Passenger’s device
starts smoking,
flight diverted

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: An IndiGo
flight from Delhi to Chen-
nal Sunday was diverted
to Hyderabad after a pas-
senger’'s personal electro-
nic device caught fire. The
crew put the device in wa-
ter before the aircraft safe-
ly diverted to Hyderabad.
“6E 6115 was diverted to
Hyderabad after smoke was
detected from a customer’s
PED. Cabin crew responded
promptly and the situation
was brought under control.
In line with established
protocols, the pilots diver-
ted the flight and landed
safely at Hyderabad,” an
IndiGo spokesperson said.
The personal electronic
device (PED), containing a
Li-ion battery or power
bank that caught fire was
kept inoverhead baggage.
Many countries, inclu-
ding India, mandate that
such devices be kept in front
of passengers so they can
quickly spot Iif they start
emittingsmoke or catch fire.
The idea is toavoid delays.
However, despite anno-
uncemets, passengers lg-
nore this instruction and
keep power banksor portab-
leelectronic devices in bags

MID-AIR SCARE

placed inoverhead bins.
The biggest concern re-
mainsairlinestaking cabin
bags from passengersat bo-
arding gates to be kept in
the aircraft’s bagrage hold.
These bags may contain
PEDsand power banks, and
a fire in the belly baggage
hold may po undetected.
The civil aviation mini-
stry is aware of the issue
and isworking toresolve it.
“Anotheraircraft hasbe-
enarranged to continue the
Journey to Chennal, We reg-
ret inconvenience caused to
our customers due to this
unforeseen  situation and
are making all efforts to mi-
nimiseit, including offering
refreshments and sharing
updates. At IndiGo, safety
of our customers and crew
remains our top priority”™
the spokesperson added.
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IndiGo flight diverted to
Hyderabad after power
bank catches fire mid-air

SHEKHAR SINGH

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 11

A power bank caught fire in
the overhead upgape com-
partment of an IndiGo flight
from Delhi to Chennai on Sun-
day, foraing the pilots to divert
the aircraft to Hyderabad,
where it landed sately. All pas-
sengers and crew members
were safe, said the officals,

A video recorded by a pas-
senger showed people trying
o douse the flames with their
bapgs as the fire broke out in
the cabin. The cabin crew sub-
sequently used fire extin
guishers to put out the blaze,

The incdent occurred
aboard flight GE6115, an Air-
bus A321-351N, which depart-
ed Delhi at 1.30 pm against its
scheduled departure time of
L10 pm. The flight was sched-
uled to amrve in Chenna at 4
pr, but was diverted to
Hydembad after smoke was
detected from a passenger's
personal eledtronic deviee,

In a statement, IndiGo sad
the cabin crew responded
promptly and brought the sit-
uation under contml. The
pilots diverted the aireraft in
accomdance with established
protocols, and it landed safely

Video showspassengers
trying todouse lames
using their bags

at Rajiv Gandhi Intemational
Airport, Hyderabad.,

“An altemate aircrafl was
arranged to continue the jour-
ney to Chennay"” the arhne
said, retterating that the safety
of passengers and crew
remained its op poonty.

The inrident bnngs the
risks associated with lithium
bat tery-powered devices car-
ned by passengers into foous,
particularly when such
devices are stored in overhead
compartments where a fire
may be difficult to detect or
aoress immediately

Power banks contain lithi-
um batteries, which can over-
heat and cateh fire follwing a
malfunction or internal short
dircuit. Such fires can be diffy-
cult to extinguish and may
meignite if the battery contin-
ues to overheat,

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued safiety puidance on the
carfage and handling of Lithi-
um batteries and power banks
aboard aircraft,
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