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Army Chief launches ‘Agniastra’ multi-target

TDG MEI'WI]I\‘.K

detonation device durmg Gangt{}k conference

TR

The Armoy Chicf, General
Upendra Thwivedi on Friday,
officially launched "Agmias-
tra.” o portabbe o - g
detonation device, during
the Armyv Commanders
Conferenee in Ganglol.
T'his deviee was developed
b Major Rajprasad RS from

the Indian Army's Corps of

Enprimneers and 15 seen asa
major advancement in both
conventional and counter-
terrorizim operations,
Awcordings o Indian Army
offirials, the device holds
“tremendons potential” for
use in room interventions,
remole bunker or hideoul
destruction, and reserve
demolitions. Speaking
about its capabilities, they
added, "1t has tremendous
potential in both conven-
tional and counter-fermrist
operations like room inter-

vention, remote bunker;/

hideoul bursting, and re-
serve demalition.”

This device builds upon
previous milestones
achieved sarlier this year

On March 149, Major Ba-
jprasad’s innovation was
granted a patent, The Por-
table Mult-Targed Deloa-
tion Device, also known as
WEDC, was specifically
designed to improve the

salety and reliability ol

il tiple-tareet detorations,
overcoming the limitations
of the previoushr uzed Fx-

ploder Dhyniamo C‘apncill.u-.
which had a limited range
of 400 metres

The new system isamicro-
processor-hased electronic
device thatl can operale m
both wired and wireless
modes with a much-im-
proved range of 2.5 kilome-
tres. It allows lor seleclive
and simultaneous fring of
multiple targets, making it
highly effective for demoli-
tion operations Irom a safe
dlistance. Major Rajprasad's
innovation offers a key ad-
vantage in counter-terror-

izm operations and IED de-
structin, ensuring grester
gafety for troops in critical
IESIOTIS.

On Thursday, Gen Diwedi
presided over the Army
Commanders’ Conference
(ACC) in Sikldm, marking
the Arst Hme this cvent was
being held outside Delhiin
a strategically important
location.

The conlerence is taldng
place in a hyhrid format,
with the first phase in Gang-
tok and the second phase
scheduled lor October 26-29
im Mew Dielhi.

Acearding to the Indian
Army, the conference
mmed bo "review current
pperational preparedness,
deliberate on critical strat-
egies, and outline future
directives,” with a focus on
national security and tech-
nolngical advancemenis in
the Indian Army
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® Mahayuti alliance ready for both flight and fight in elections, says Shinde

IAF C-295 lands safely at Navi Mumbai

SONU SHRIVASTAVA
MUuBBAL OCT, 11

An Alrbus C-296 of the
Indian Alr Force (IAF) on
Friday carvied out the for-
mal inaugural landing at
MNavi Mumbai Inter-nation-
al Alrport (NMLA}, The air-
craft was weloomed by a
water salute at the runway
in the presence of
Mnharashtra chief minis-
ter Eknath Shinde, deputy
chlef minister Devendra
Faidnavis, Union minister
of state for Civil Aviation
and Cooperation, Murl-
idhar Mohol and Maha-
rashira MNCP chiel Sunil

Tatkare,
However, Shiv  Sena
(UBT) leader Aditya

Thackeray slammed the
BJP for using IAF for por-
forming “stunts” in the
country, The junior
Thackeray also said that if
the runway was ready, the
airport would have been
inaugurated,

Maharashira CM Eknath Shinde, his deputy Devendra
Fadnavis and IAF officers during the inauguration of the
Navi Mumbai airport runway in Mumbai on Friday. — PTI

A Sukhod 5U-30 fighter jet
did a low fly at the airpor
o test the 3,7-km long run-
way. According to the state
povernment, the NMIA,
which ks the largest airport
of the country with n
u:u|m'it:.- o cater © croro
passengers, will be opera-
tional by March 2025 as the

airport g in the last leg of

completion.

The inaugural landing
eveni was done ahead of
the imposition of model
code conduct, which may
come In foree in the next
two days, for Maharashtra
Assembly election. The
election ks lkely to be held
next month

The aircraflt touched

down on the newly com-
plited 3.700-metre runwa
marking a crucial step in
the airports development.
OfMicials roported that 75
per cent of the terminal
bullding has already been
constructed. The first
phase of the airport is
expectod to be completed
b March 2025,
Highlighting the success-
ful test, CM Shinde said
that it was a historical day
fiot thie state. He announeed
that the Mahayuti alliance
wns ready for both Might
ard Mght In the election.
“The regular flight will
be operating from Navi
Mumbal airport from
March 2025. This airport
will help reduce stress and
air traffic from Mumbai
airport. We will connect
Mumbali with MNavl
Mumbai atrport by metro,”
the chiel minister said
However, Aaditya
Thackeray called the event
o “stunt”. Taking dig at the

state government, the Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader said
that all the ruling parties
should tender an apology
for using the Alr Foree for
the stunt.

“The BJP has used [AF
for stumts, be it national
highways constructed by
Union  minister Nitin
Gadkar] or the Landing of
Alrbus C-285 at Nawvi
Mumbsi port.”

“If the runway was com-
pleted and ready (for fly-
ing), the airport should
have been inaugurated.
Or uneonstitutional
chief minister did not go
to the moon orf any
other planet to perform a
stunt.”

“The work of Navi
Mumbal port s going on. It
may be completed by the
end of this year. The nexi
povernment will inaugu-
rate the airport. But before
the Assembly election, the
stunt was performed,” Mr
Thackeray said.
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IAF plane makes inaugural landing
atupcoming Navi Mumbai airport

AJINKYA KAWALE
Mumbai, 11 October

An Airbus C-295 of the Indian Air Force (IAF) touched down
at Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIAL) on Friday,
marking the formal inaugural flight landing at the place.

A Sukhoi SU-30 fighter jet did a low fly-by at the airport
to test the 3.7-km long runway in the presence of
Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, his deputy
Devendra Fadnavis and Murlidhar Mohol, Minister of State
for Civil Aviation and Co-operation.

“The airportin Navi Mumbai would ensure ease of travel
for passengers and reduce congestion from the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International Airport in Mumbai. We
will aim for commercial operations before March 2025,”
said Shinde.

NMIAL will be the second airport to serve the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region and will have a capacity of handling
20 million passengers in the first two phases of operations.

Of that capacity, NMIAL is expected to fly 12 million
passengers in the first year. Similarly, the capacity is set to
grow to around 90 million passengers per year by 2032.

The airport is expected to be completed in five phases,
with the first two phases now being operationalised with a
timeline of March 2025.

The project is expected to cost around 18,000 crore.

NMIAL is the first airport in the country to have multi-
modal connectivity. This includes a linkage to the project
via road, rail and a metrosystem. In the near future, itisset Indian Air Force C-295 aircraft being given a water cannon salute after it successfully completed the
to be connected via a waterway. first landing at the Navi Mumbai Airport on Friday PHOTO: PTI
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‘Navi Mumbai An‘port Wﬂ] be boon for people’: CM Shinde

'FI:IE HETWORK

MLIMEA)
Maharashera Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde on Priday
sl that the Mavi Mumbai
Adrport will prove to be a
honn for the people,

Al the inaugural landing of

the LAF C-295 at Navi Mum-
hai International Adrport,
Maharashtra CM Eknath
Shinde said, “Mavi Mumbai
Aidrpaort will prove to he a
boon for the peaple, Today
C-295 successlully landed at
Mavi Mursbai Aarport. The
Airport will be named Lok-
neta TR Patil Mavi Muambai
Intermational Adrport”™

Inswgural landing of LAF
C-295 took place at Navi
Mumbai Internatinnal Air-
port on Friday. CM Elnath
Shinde also Bew in the air-
craft.

“This will he the largest
airport, which was inaugu-
rated by the Prime Minister,
and today the first runway's
test landing has taken place,”
CM Ehinde further added,

a

L

He mentioned that they
have sela target to complete
the airport by March 2025,
and commercial flight opera-
tions will commence then
He azserted that his goyv-
ernment 15 doing wellare
work ‘quickly’, adding
that the Mahayuti gnv-
ernment i3 fulfilling all its
cormmbmenis. We are ready
for the fight as well as for the
fight. W do what we say, we
don't say what won't happen;
let's see whal happens in the
future. Our work is done
ruickhy. We started Ladli Be-
han Yojana and now money

soes o the socounts of sisters
ruickly,” Shinde s ded.

He highlighted the work
done by the Mahayuti gov-
ernment in Maharashtra,
saving all the schemes initi-
ated by their governmenl
heawe already been laumched.

“Chur work is swift, not
slow and =luggish. All the
sehemes we have initiated
have been lunched quickly.
Those wha talle slowly later
say there's no money. We
started the Laadli Behna
Yogana, and money 1s being
transferred fo the sistors' ac-
counts promptly, Cuor fﬂnnﬁ
are always executed swifitly.
We have worked lo brimg
good elays into people’s lves.
The npposition has tried to
halt many schemes, but [
wanl to say thal no scheme
willbe stopped,” CM Shinde
stated. Praking Prinye Minis-
ter Narendra Modi over the
BJP's win in the ITaryana
assembly elections, he said.
“Prime Minister Marendra
Maodi isleading the country

like a fighter on the global
stage; one Modi is heavier
tham all. This was evident
in the Haryana clections;
heis leading the eountry as
a fighter, We take pride in
that " The BIP is sel lo form
its third sucoessive govern-
mentin Haryana after it won
48 seats in the 30-member
assembly as per the results
announced on Tuesday.
Three independent MLAs
alan extended their support
to BJP.Ile expressed grati-
tude to Prme Minister Na-
rendra Maodi and Rajnath
Singh, stating that Modi is
fighting against the opposi-
Gon, and thanks o the pew-
ples blessings, he is winning.

He eounted the henefits
of NDIA governments in the
stale aml Centre, saving,
“The benefits of 3 double-
engine government in Ma-
harashira, the Mahayuti
government, are evident o
all All nevessary approvals
from the central gove rmment
harve been received.”
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® NAVI MUMBAI AIRPORT SET FOR 2025 OPENING

An |AF C-295 aircraft gets awater cannon salute after successfully completing a trial landing at the Nawi
Mumbai Airport in Mumioai on Friday. The airport, being developed by the Adani Group, is expected to
start commercial operations early next year n
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C-295 at Navi Mumbai Airport

An IAF C-295 aircraft being given water cannon salute
after it successfully completed thefirst landingat the
Navi Mumbai Airport on Friday. The trial was
accompanied by aflypast of a Sukhoi-30 fighter jet. pn
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Navi Mumbai International Airport welcomes 1st aircraft

This world-class airport @ill plav a pivotal role in region’s growth: AAHL Director Feet Adani

MUMBAIL In a landmark
moment for the Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA;
Airport Code: NMI), an Indian
Air Force (IAF) aircraft success-
fully touched down on its South
runway. The inanguoral landing
of the LAF C-295, a large multi-
role tactical airlifter, represents
a significant milestone in the
Adani Group's development of
the green field international air-
port, which started in August
2021, and is scheduled to be
o tional in early 2025,
pc_'.‘r:“: are prowd :::uf the prog-
ress MMIAL has made. said Jeet
Adani, Director of Adani Air-
port Hoddings Ltd. “As AAHLS

first greenfield airport, MMIAL
represents years of planning,
investment and hard work. We
are grateful to the Government
of Maharashtra, the regulatory
bodies incleding CIDCO and

Airparts Anthority of India and
all the other stakeholders wha
have come together to make this
project possible. This world-
class airport will play a pivotal
role in the regions growth, serv-

ing as a crucial hub for ravellers
across the ghobe”

The historic event was
attended by prominent digni-
taries, including the Chief Min-
ister of Maharashtra Eknath
Shinde, Deputy Chief Minis-
ters Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit
Pawar, and Minister of State for
Civil Aviation and Co-operation
Murlidhar Mohol, and senior
officials from Navi Mumbai
International Airport Ltd and
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd.

The inangural landing is
not just a sg.rmg;:lu gesture but
a critical milestone in the air-
port’s journey from construc-
tion to full-scale operations.

The successful touchdown of
the IAF C-295 marks an essen-
tial phase where the newly built
rumway, taxiways, air traffic con-
trol systems and handling pro-
cedures ane put to the test to
ensure that the airpornt meets
all safety, regulatory and o

atiomal requirements. It allows
engineers, aviation authori-
ties and airport operators to
evahuate the performance and
readiness of key infrastructure
and signifies that the airport is
on track to complete its final
stages of development, paving
the way for phased commer-
cial operations set to begin in
early 2025, NPOST
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Ahead of commissioning,
|AF aircraft lands at Mumbai

International Airport

T H RAGHUMATHA B
MUMBAI

In a significant milestone
wilnessed months ahead of
the commissioning of the
Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA), a C-295
iransport aircraft of the
Indian Air Force (IAF) land-
ed on ils runway on Friday
aflernoon.

The C-295, a medium tactical
transport aircrafl, landed
around 1215 hrs after which
it was accorded a water salute.
As the transport aircralt
touched the NMIAS runway,
there was a stunning t'l:-'pah'l.
by Sukhoi-30 fighter jets ol
the IAF. The inangural land-

ing of aircraft marked a new

beginning in the country’s
aviation seclor.

The NMIA has been devel-
oped by the Navi Mumbai
International Airport Pyt Lid
{NMIAL), which is a special-
purpose vehicle formed by the
Adani Airports Holdings Lid
(AAHL) and City and
Industrial Development
Corporation of Maharashira
Ltd (CIDCQ). The CIDCO is
the nodal ageney for the pro-

ject.

A Greenfield airport, NMIA
will serve as the second inter-
national airport for the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
{MMR), to be operated along-
side the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport

{CSMIA) of Mumbai.
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Beluga XL: The giant sky
whalelandsat cityairport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 9 OCTOBER

NSCBI Kolkata Airport on
Wednesday for the first time
accommodated the biggest
Airbus Beluga series aircraft
Beluga XL. Beluga XL is the
upgraded and bigger version
of Beluga ST.

Earlier Kolkata Airport
has accommodated its 5T-
series aircraft but first time
Kolkata airport is accom-
modating an XL-series air-
craft.

The Aircraft landed last
night from Bahrain interna-
tional airport. The aircraft
originated from thje Toulouse
(LFBO/TLS) Airbus factory,
and was transporting some
equipment and parts to their
another unit based in Tianjin
(ZBTT), China.

The size of the aircraft
isn'tits only striking feature,
but also the shape of the

aircraftis attention-grabbing,
resembling a giant whale!
Like a whale's mouth, the
front of the aircraft tapers
down.

The head and belly are
characteristically bulging.
This plane has been designed
to resemble a whale.

Avideo of the landing of
the Beluga XLat Kolkataair-
port has already been released
and has gone viral.

The Beluga XL took off
from Bahrain International
Airporton Tuesday, carrying
three pilots and one engineer.

Afterafive-hour journey,
it landed at Kolkata airport
ataround 10.45 pm to refuel.

OnWednesday at around
5.30 am, the plane took off
again for Tianjin, China.

Notably, Kolkata Airport
isthe onlyairportin eastern
India that has maintenance
facilities for the Beluga
aircraft. .
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- -

First trial flight
lands at airport
- - -
in Navi Mumbai
Mumbai: Over eight decades
after the then British India
commissioned the ‘Hoval Air
Foree Santacruz’ airfield. now
known as Mumbai airport, the
city witnessed the inaugira-
tion of a brand-new runway
when an [AF fixed-wing air-
craft in a trial operation lou-
ched downat Navi Mumbaiair-
port Friday, reports Manju V.

The [AF Airbus C-295. a
tactical airlifter, touched
downat12.15pmon Navi Mum-
bai’s runway 26, "Unlike air-
line jets like an A320 or B737,
the C-295 can land even on un-
paved runways, and so today's
landing, though it was on the
paved Navi Mumbal runway,
has largely a ceremonial sig-
nificance,” said a senior pilot.

Atthe Mumbai ATC, IAF of-
ficials along with civilian con-
trollers guided the inaugural
landing at Navi Mumbal,
which was carried out by
Group Captain P § Negi and
Squadron Leader Manpreet
Singh. Later, a Sukhoi Su-30did
alow flypast over runway (8-26,
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Air cargo volumes likely
to witness 11% growth

NEW DELHI, Oct 10: The
overall air cargo volumes in
India is projected to witness
healthy growth of around 9-
11 per cent (vear-on-year) to
around 3.6-3.7 million tonnes
in FY25, according to a report
on Thursday.

This growth will be sup-
ported by 11-13 per cent ex-
pansion in international and
4-6 per cent growth in do-
mestic cargo, according to
credit rating agency ICRA.

The outlook on airport in-
frastructure is “stable” with
revenues likely to grow by
around 12-14 per cent YoY in
FY25, supported by the sus-
tained improvement in both
domestic and international

passenger traffic, increase in
tariffs at some of the major
airports and ramp-up in non-
aeronautical revenues.

The international cargo
volumes have seen a healthy
expansion of 18 per cent in
the second half of last fiscal
(FY24), amid the Red Sea
crists, which started in Octo-
ber 2023. Consequently, the
seaborne cargo traffic was
impacted, which in turn ben-
efitted international air car-
go traffic.

Vinay Kumar G, Vice Pres-
ident and Sector Head-Cor-
porate Ratings, ICRA said
that the cargo volumes were
relatively less impacted due
to Covid in FY21, compared

to passenger traffic.

“Moreover, the recovery
was relatively swifter with
cargo volumes recovering to
95 per cent of pre-Covid lev-
els in FY22 compared to 55
per cent in passenger traf-
fic,” he mentioned.

This was supported by
higher growth in internation-
al cargo on account of the
export of Covid-related vac-
cines and higher merchan-
dise exports in FY22.

While the growth in cargo
volumes has slowed down
during the FY2023-H1
FY2024 period, it has bounced
back handsomely in the last
12 months, since the start of
the Red Sea crisis. - [ANS
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DGCA to probe A-1 Express
plane that suffered
hydraulic failure: Ministry

ASharjah-bound flight from alrport. The Civil Aviation
Tiruchira ppalliwitnessed mid- Ministry said the Directorate
airtechnical glitch shortiyafter  General of Civil Aviation would

departure an Friday evening examinethe inddent to

and later landed safoly, police asoertain cause for hydraulic
said. Chief Minister M K failure during its flight. The
Stalin held an chief minister In a post

BIMErEency meeting an & said: "lam
with afficials and heartened t hear
directedthemto 25 thatthe
follow all safety p':"E“EiS i tthirindiaFxpress
meds.res, Later, . fight has landed
he congratulated == safely, Upon

the flight captain receiving newsof
and crevu for the safe the landing gear
landing. After laking issiie, | immediately
off at about 5.30 pm from coordinated anemergenoy

the airport, thefault related to meeling with officials over the
draulic systems, thelanding  phone and instru cied them to
@ear, was noticed. implement all ne cessany safety
Deftly handling the situation, measures, induding deploying
the pilots latersafelylanded the  fireengines, ambulances, and
aircraftin Tiruchiappalli medical assistance. P
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IndiGo flight halted
after bomb threat

Hyderabad: An Indigo flight was
halted for several hours at the
Shamshabad airport after the
airport authorities received an

email warning of a bomb being
placed on the aircraft. The flight
coming from Coimbatore was
bound to Chennai via
Hyderabad. Passengers were
deplaned and officials searched
the plane for six hours before
declaring an all-clear. No explo-
sives were found in the plane.
The flight later left for Chennai
with the passengers. Authorities
are now trying to trace the per-
son who sent the threat mail.
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Air Indiasaid to be carrier behind
mystery 85-Jet Airbus order

BLOOMBERG: Airbus SE re-
ceived an order for an addi-
tional 85 planes from Air In-
dia Ltd, according to people
familiar with the matter, as
the carrier lookstoaccelerate
its growthambi- ___

ment. Airbus declined to
comment.

Tata Group-owned Air
India isin the midst of a com-
plicated process of absorbing
Vistara, a joint venture carri-
er the Tata Group

tions in one of |
the world’s fast- |
estgrowingavia- e
tion markets.

The order for
75 A320neos
single-aisle family aircraft
and 10 A350 wide-body jets
was placed in September,
the people said, asking not
to be identified because the
discussions are private, and
Air India may announce it at
a later date.

Airbus, in its latest order
and deliveryreport published
Wednesday, disclosed that it
had delivered 50 aircraft
in September and booked
235 orders from customers,
including 85 from an undis-
closed buyer.

Representatives for Air
India didn’t immediately re-
spond to a request for com-

started with Sin-
_. | gapore Airlines
= Ltd, and has been
ordering new jets
asitseekstograba
bigger share of In-
dia’s booming domestic, and
robust outbound, markets.

Itannounced the purchase
of 470 aircraft from Airbus
and US rival Boeing Co in
February2023, including 250
jets from the European plane-
maker. The deal represented
whatwas then the largest pur-
chaseincommercial aviation
history.

Within India, Air India
is up against local leader
IndiGo, while the powerful
Gulf carriers that have built
a business ferrying Indians
overseas through their mega
hubs represent its biggest in-
ternational competitors.
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Spicejet launches
Shivamogga-
Chennai flight

SHIVAMOGGA, DHNS: Spice-
jet launched flight service
between Shivamogga and
Chennai on Thursday.

With this, the number of
flight operations from the
airport from 8 to 12 per day.
Until now, Star Air operat-
ed flights from Hyderabad
to Goa via Shivamogga
while Indigo Airlines oper-
ated flights between Benga-
luruand Shivamogga.

Cargo serviceis expected
to begin shortly after the
completion of night landing
facilitiesin the airport.
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Al EXPRESS JET THAT
SUFFERED GLITCH
UNDER DGCA LENS

THE DGCA WILL

conduct a thorough

exarmination of the Alr

India Express plane that
suffered a hydraulic miure while
operating a fight from Trichy to
Sharah on Fnday toascertainthe
cause ofthe glitch. The aircraft
carmying 141 people suffered a
hydraukic failure soon after take
off and went around Trichy for
nearly two-and-a-half hours
before maling a safe landing at
Trichy airport.
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Al places order for 85 more planes with
Airbus; to buy 10 addl A350 aircraft

PTI
NEW DELHI

Air India has placed an order
for 85 more aircraft with
Airbus, including 10 A350s, as
the airline works on expan-
ding operations, according to
SOUTTES.

Of the 85 airplanes, 75 are
narmow-body A320 family air-
craft and 10 wide-body A350
planes, the sources said in the
know said on Thursday.

There were no comments
from Air India and Airbus.

Inanupdate on Wednesday,
Airbus said it has received
orders for 667 aircraft this vear
till September.

Among them, there was an
order, received on September
5, for 85 planes — 20 A320 neos,
55 A321 neos, 5 A350-900s and
5 A350-1000s. The name of the
airline was not disclosed.

As per the soumes, this
order was by Air India.

In February 2023, Air India
placed orders for 470 planes
with Airbus and Boeing.

The airline announced it
will buy 250 planes from
Airbus — 210 from the A320
neo family and 40 A350s. At
that time, the carrier also had
the option to purchase more
aircraft,

The sources said the Tata
Group-owned Air India has
exercised the option by order-
ing 85 more planes.
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After mid-air glitch,
jetlands safely at Trichy

Neha LM Tripathi and
Divya Chandrababu

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/CHENNAL: An Air
India Express (AIX) flight with 140
people on board developed prob-
lems after take-off from the Tiru-
chirapalli airport on Friday and
landed back safely after it burnt off
fuel for two-and-a-half anxious
hours in a holding pattern over the
city.

Officials at the airport prepared
for an emergency, with a fleet of
ambulances and firefighting vehi-
cles readied, although the airline
clarified that no emergency was
declared by the pilots of the flight,
AIX613 to Sharjah.

“After reporting a technical
snag, the aircraft circled multiple
times in the designated area as an
abundant precaution, to reduce
fuel and weight considering the
runway length, before making a
safe precautionary landing,” said
an AIX spokesperson. “The cause
of the snag will be duly investi-
gated. In the interim, an alterna-
tive aircraft is being arranged for
the onward journey of our

guests...”
Flight

tracking websites

A statement from asenior government official suggested the
problem may have been with the aireraft’s hydraulics. il

showed the Boeing 737 jet circling
atan altitude of 4,400 feet for close
to two-and-a-half hours.

Anofficial aware of the matter,
while asking not to be named, said
“the pilot found the landing gear
was not retracting due to which he
decided to land back at Trichy asa
precaution”,

A second official, who is with
the Airports Authority of India
(AAI), added that the snag was
detected immediately after the
plane took at 5.43pm. “A belly
landing (when a plane lands with-
out its landing gear) was sug-

gested. But the landing gear was
opening so the flight could land
normally. An internal investiga-
tion will be conducted,” said this
person, asking not to be named.
The aircraft landed at 815 pm, this
person added.

Preparations for a belly landing
can include foam and water sprays
on the runway to reduce friction
and fire risk, and emergency
response vehicles to be stationed
close by and medical personnel on
alert. Since belly landings can trig-
ger sparks, pilots procedurally
dump fuel to minimise the risk of

explosion,

In this case, as the airline offi-
cial's response indicated, the plane
also had toshed weight dueto the
length of the runway.

Astatement from a senior gov-
ernment official suggested the
problem may have been with the
aircraft’s hydraulics, a system that
controls moving parts of an air-
craft, such as thelanding gearand
flaps.

In a statement, civil aviation
minister KRammohan Naidu said
the airport and emergency teams
responded swiftly and effectively
after a full emergency was
declared at 6.05pm. “The Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has been instructed to
conduct a thorough examination
of the aircraft to determine the
exact cause of the hydraulic issue,”
Naidu said.

Chief minister MK Stalin said
that the state government had con-
vened an emergency meeting.
“Upon receiving news of the land-
ing gear issue, I immediately coor-
dinated an emergency meeting
with officials over the phone and
instructed them to implement all
necessary safety measures..” he
saidon X
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Air India places
order for 85 new

jets, eyes more

A350s.

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes com

PARIS/DELHI: Air India has con-
tinued a dramatic bid to recap-
ture a place among top carriers
by placing a new order for 85
Airbus jets and now eyes more
Boeings on top of a historic pur-
chase of almost 500 jets from the
two planemakers, people famil-
iar with the matter said.

Airbus said late on Wednes-
day that an unnamed customer
had placed an order for 75 A320-
family jets and 10 long-haul
A350s — a deal worth $6.3 bil-
lion after typical discounts,
according to Cirium Ascend
data. Airlines frequently keep
their names under wraps to
avoid revealing their fleet strate-
gies to competitors.

Three industry people aware
of the matter said that Air India
was the airline behind the order,
which involves exercising
options and comes barely a year
after it ordered 250 new jets
from Airbus and 220 from Boe-
ing to revive its status with an
all-new fleet.

Twoof the people cited above
said Air India was also in talks
for a potential top-up order from
Boesi

Airbus declined comment on
any talks with customers.

Boeing also did not immedi-
ately reply to a request for com-
ment

Air India placed a new order for 85 Airbus jets, including 10

AIRLINES
FREQUENTLY KEEP
THEIR NAMES
UNDER WRAPS TO
AVOID REVEALING
THEIR FLEET
STRATEGIES TO
COMPETITORS

Last vear, Air India agreed 1o
roughly split the then-record
order for a total of 470 jets
between Airbus and Boeing,
with neither planemaker having
the capacity to sweep the whole
order.

Chief commercial and trans-
formation officer Nipun Aggar-
wal, who led the secret London
negotiations, was later quoted as
saying Air India had also negoti-
ated a total of 370 options and
purchase rights from Airbus and
Boeing on top of the main order.

Air India said last year that it
still had options for 70 more
Boeing jets but did not publish a
breakdown for Airbus.

Analysts say both airlines face
delays for their jets.

Consultanegy CAPA India said

on Thursday it vias sticking fose/

to a forecast of 6% to 8% domes-
tic traffic growth in the year ta
March 2025, but expressed con-
cerns about geopolitical ten-
sions, higher oil prices and wor-
sening supply disruption.
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Air India Express
flight faces snag, lands

after circling Trichy
airport for two hours

ARUNJANARDHANAN
ESUKALPSHARMA
CHEMMAL NEW DELHLOCTT

A AIR [ neia Express flight bound
for Sharjah from Trichy expen
enced atechnscal lssie shordy af
ter takoal T'on Friday evenirg, forc-
ing the aircralt o cindlein thee sky
Torover two hours before lainding,

The Right. carrying 141 pas-
sengers, took off ar 5:30 pm.
Howeever,the plane's landing gear
lailed toretract, or o bd, according
tosources a Trichy airport.

The sircraft was still arbome
a5 of § pm, with sources saying
that insuch ascenano, the prom-
col s o cirdle the air space to die-
crease the fud befose altempling
alanding. A little after 8 pm, the
aircralt landed safely

Before the landing, emer-
gency response efforts had been
put im place, with 20 ambuilances
and fire services on standby at
T hy airport. Alterwands, anAir
Invelia Excpres spokesperson said,
“We are sware of media reports
related taan Air India Express
flight operating on the
Tiruchirappali-Shanah route Ve
wiowuld lile o clanify that no emer-
gency was declared by the oper-
ating creww. After reporting a lech-

nical snag, the atreraft circled
mudaple tmes inthedesimated
anea as an abundant precaution,
o reduce fud and weight consid-
ering the runway length, before
making 4 safe precautionary
landing. Thecauseof theanag wall
be duly investigated. Inthe in
e, an alemative aircrall is be-
ingamanged for theonward jour-
ney of our guests,”

“Weregret the incormenience
and reterale our commitmentto
prontsng safetyneveryaspec
of ouroperations” the spolesper-
son saicl. Acconding tosources, the
Directorate General of Civil
Awiation was imaohed in mani-
toring the situaton, and the air-
port was well-prepared 1o han
dbe the situation.

In a tweet [rom the Tamil
NWadu Raj Bhavan handle,
Governor R N Ravi winte, "Many
thanks o the Captamand the Co-
Pilot for the safe Landing of fight
1X613 from Teruchirappalli to
Sharjah after the landing gear
glitch Thecourage and calm pro-
fessannalism of the cockpat and
cabin crew truly shone during
this trying and tense moment.,
Heartelt appreciaton goesoulto
everyone involved, incuding
EMETEENCY Services, lorensuring
the sifery of all on board..”
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TN: Aircraft faces glitch after
DGCA to probe fault

take-off;

CHENNMNAL A Shal.r_iah-buund
Air India Express plane from
Tiruchirappalli, shortly after
departure on Friday evening,
witnessed mid-a.i.r'h:chnjcgl
glitch and later landed safely,
the police said.

Chief Minister MK Sta-
lin held an emergency meet-
ing with officials and directed
them to follow all safety mea-
sures. Later, he congratulated
the flight captain and crew for
the safe landing,.

After taking off at about
5:30 pm from the airpart. the
fault related to hydraulic sys-
tems, the landing gear, was
noticed. Deftly handling the
situation, the pilots later safely
landed the sircraft in Tiruchi-
rappalli airport.

The CM in a post on X'
said: “I am heartened to hear
that the # AirlndiaExpress flight
haslanded safely. Upon receiv-
ing news of the landing gear
issue, | immediately coordi-

quﬁpﬂu ut 'I‘heTlltlf Alrport uﬁﬂu Al Might londed safely  FiC; FTI

nated an emergency meeting
with officials over the phone
and instructed them to imple-
ment all necessary safety mea-
sures, including deploying fire
engines, ambulinces, and med-
ical assistance”

Aviation regulator DGCA
will conduct a thorough exami-
nation of the plane that suffered
a hydraulic failure to ascertain
the canse of the glitch. The air-
craft carrying 141 people suf-

fered a hydraulic failure soon
after take-off and went around
Trichy for nearly two-and-a-
half hours before making a safie
landing at Trichy airport.

In a statement, Civil Avia-
tion Minister K Rammohan
Maidu said the airport and
emergency teams responded
swiftly and effectively after a
full emer; y was declared at
1805 hours. The flight landed
at 2015 hours. AGENIES
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Tech glitch: Air India flight hovers in sky for two hrs

D VINCENT AROCKIARAJ i Touchy

AN Alr India Express flight
{(IX0613) bound for Sharjah
from Tiruchy International
Alrport developed a technical
snag and foreed to hover in the
sky for more than two hours be-
fore making an emergency
landing in the same airport.

The pilot was able to safely
land the alreraft at 8.15 pm af-
ter circling for over two-and-
hall hours. A total of 144 pas-
sengers including four children
were o board, airport sources
said. adding that all of them
were safe

Thefight departed at 540 pm
rom Tiruchy International
Alrport. Within few minutes
the pilot realized there was a

technical snag amd alerted the
air traffic control.

Led by Tiruchy city commis
sioner of Police N Kamini, a
large posse of police ar- —
rived at theairport, im- 48 e
mediatelv on receiving & v
information. Revenue
officials, a medical
team headed by the

off the light to drain the fuel so
a8 to makea amooth landing at
the airport. The entire team.
passengers on board, their rel-
atives and officials heaved
a sighof reliel after the
flight made a smooth
landing at 815 pm.
Commissioner of Po-
lice N Kamini told re-
dean of Tiruchy govern- porters that all the 144
ment medical college and passengers were safe and
hospital along with fireand ress  stable and that hydraulic fail-
cue personnel were alsoputon  are was the reason for the
standby incident.
Sowrees said, the pilot cireled The chief minister in a post

Pllot wasable to safely land the aircraft at B.15 pm after cirding for
over two-and-half howrs. A total of 144 passengers including four
children were on board and all of them were safe

Nirport of fical

on ¥ said: “T am heartened to
hear that the #A irIndiaExpress
flight has landed safely, Upon
receiving news of the landing
gear issue, | immediately coor-
dinated an emergency meet ing
with officials over the phone
and instructed them to imple-
ment all necessary safety meas-
ures, including deploving five
engines. ambulances, and med-
ical assistance. " have also now
directed the District Collector
to ensure the continued safety
af all the passengersand to pro-
vide further assistance, My
compliments to the Captaln
and crew for the safe landing.”

Earlier, as part of protocol,
fire tenders, rescue personnel
and ambulances had been
rushed to the airport.
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AirIndia flight suffers hydraulic

failure mid-air; landsat Trichy

_—

W wre

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
VEW DELHI. 3 HER

An Air India flight en route
from Tiwruchimpalh {Trichy]
toShargah, witdh over 140 people
on board, encountered atech
nicalsmagora hydroudic fathare
mid air on Friday, triggenng
pankc ai the alrport

The alrcraft had to circle
the airspace above Trichy
to burn off excess fuel before
attempting o band hack a
the Tiruchirapalli abrport

Following theincident, the
airpon was put on high dert

withmore than X ambulances
and fire tenders deployved as
i precautionany measure o
handle any potential emet-

Cy-

" Alr Inclia fligha froom Trichy
1o Sharjah faced a technbeal
problem (hydraulic failure)
and is rounding in air space
1o decrease the fuel before
lamvalinyg at Trichy adrpore,” air
portdirector Gopalaknshnan
saicd, Ina statemient, the Ministry
of Civill Avizthon said the Direc-
warte Cenensl ol Gl Aviation
dosehymonmitored the sttuation
s it unfiolded.
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Air India buys 85 Airbus jets

PARIS/DELHI: Air India has
continued a dramatic bid to re-
capture a place among top car-
riers by placing a new order
for 85 Alrbus jets and now eyves
maore Boeings on fop ol an his-
toric purchase of almost 500
jets from the two planemak-
ers, industry sources said,

The Airbus order emerged
ina routine industry updateas
the national carrier mourned
the death of the former chair-
man of parent Tata Group,
business and aviation pioneer
Ratan Tata.

Alrbus sald late on
Wednesday an unnamed cus-
tomer had placed an order for
75 Ad20-family jets and 10 long.
haul A350s — a deal worth $6.3
billion after typical discounts,
according to Cirium Ascend

An Air India Alrbus A350
aeroplane at Begumpet
alrport. Reuters file photo

data. Airlines frequently keep
thelr names under wraps to
avold revealing their fleet
strategies to competitors
Three Industry sources
said that Alr India was the air
line behind the order, which
involves exercising options
and comes barely a year after
It orderad 250 new jets from
Airbus and 220 from Boeing

to revive its status with an all-
new fleet. Two of the sources
said Alr India was also in talks
for a potential top-up order
from Boeing. Alr India did
not immediately respond to
a request for comment on the
Alrbus part of the follow-on
negotiations, first reported by
Bloomberg News.

Airbus, whose monthly
order update was published
shortly before Tata announced
the death of its former chadr-
man at the age of 86, declined
comment on any talks with
customers. Two of the sources
said Alr India was also in talks
for a potential top-up order
from Boelng

Air India did pot immedi-
ately respond (o a request for
comment on the Airbus part of

the follow-on negotiations, first
reported by Bloomberg News,

Alrbus, whose monthly
order update was published
shorily before Tata announcoed
the death of its former chair-
man at the age of 86, declined
comment on any talks with
custamers

Flying and last cars were
two of his biggest passions and
the group sought to snap up
Air India in an earlier privati-
sation process which was later
aborted by the government.

In 2021, he cheered the
return of Alr India to Tata's
fold under a new process but
acknowledged the challenge
of rebuilding the airline virtu-
ally from scratch after yearsol
decline

Reuters
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Bags fly after pilot starts engine
with plane linked to aerobridge

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Inamajorlapse, pilots of Oman Air
reportedly started theengineof theiraircraftat
Indira Gandhi International airport on Oct 5
when the aerobridge and the bulk loader (from
which baggage is loaded and offloaded from
planes)were connected tothe Boeing 737. Lucki-
ly, there were no injuries, but baggage on trol-
leys near the engine went flying, say sources.

“Boarding for the Delhi-Muscat flight was
vet to begin. The aircraft was connected to the
aerobridge and baggage belt. For ‘snagrectifica-
tion’, the pilots started the engine without clear-
ance, [t wasamiracle that there was noone near
the engine and, so, there were no injuries,” an
airport source said.

Comments were sought from Oman Air on
thisand awaited till the time of goingto press.

Only after the boarding of passengers and
baggage loading is completed and the aero-
bridge removed and doors closed, does the
ground crew confirm to the pilots that they are
ready to push back. The pilots then seek push-
back and startup clearance from air traffic con-
trol. That is when the flight commences.

On gettingthe same, atow truck initiates the
pushing back of the aircraft with one person
driving the truck and another, with a head-

Pic For Representation

MAJOR LAPSE

phone connected to speak to pilots in the cock-
pit, walking alongside.

Afterthepushback iscomplete and the plane
is ready to move, the pilots ask the other person
on the ground, “Let me know when we can
start?” After ascertaining that there is no one
near the engine, the person on the ground says,
“Clear tostart.”

All these precautions are taken to ensure
that the engine is not started when there’s some-
oneclosetoit. There have been multiple cases of
ground personnel getting sucked into a started
engine across the world and losing their lives.
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Snag-hit Al aircraft
circles over ‘Trichy
for 2 hrs, lands safely

FLIGHT TO SHARJAH CUT SHORT

Flight Route Takeoff Landed
Air India Tiruchirapalli- | 5.43pm from | 8.15pm in
Express 1X613 Sharjah Trichy Trichy
Tiruchirapalli

Thuvakadi

~ Number of
Passengers

Around 150

Kalamavur

Kathalur

Keeranur

Nlupur Satyamangalam &

An aviation ministry spo-
kesperson said: “The aircraft
has landed safely. The DGCA is
monitoring (the situation).
The landing gear was opening
and it landed normally. But the
airport was alert and ready
(for any situation).”

Tamil Nadu CM M K Stalin
said on X: “I am heartened to
hear that the Al Express flight
has landed safely. Upon receiv-
ing newsof the landing gear is-
sue, I immediately coordinat-
ed an emergency meeting with
officials over the phone and in-

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Air India Ex-
press’s Tiruchirapalli-Shar-
jah flight returned to land
safely at origin in Tamil Nadu
on Friday night after suffer-
ing a hydraulic snag due to
which the landing gear of the
Boeing 737 could not be re-
tracted after take-off. The Boe-
ing 737 (VT-AYB) had left Tri-
chy at 5.43 pm as IX613 with
about 150 people on board.
“Since the aircraft was
fuelled up to fly to Sharjah, a
long flight, the crew burnt fuel

for well over two hours by cir- The crew burnt fuel
cling nearby before landing. for well over two
This was done to avoid over- hours by circling
'lweigh; landing by cnnilin% be- IIEﬂI'bY before |ﬂl‘ldillg.
ow the maximum landing . -
weight. An overweight land- This WHS done t? avoid
ing can damage the landing overweight landing by
gear,” said sources. It landed coming below the
safely at around 8.15 pm in Tri- H .
chy after burning fuel. I'I'Iﬂ_!lﬂ'll.ll‘l‘l landmg .
The pilots’ action 1s being m'g_ht- An Wem'ﬂht
commended. “While we are all landing can damage
trained for such situations in the landing gear

simulators, doing what 1s re-
quired when actually the
time comes by keeping pres-
ence of mind is key. The pilots
of IX613 did that on Friday”

structed them to implementall
necessary safety measures, in-
cludingdeployingfireengines,
ambulances, and medical as-

sald many pilots.

Theairlinedescribed itasa
“precautionary landing” due
to the suspected snag. All pre-
cautionary steps, like lining
up emergency vehicles along
the runway, were made.

sistance. | havealsonowdirect-
ed the district collector to en-
sure the continued safety of all
the passengers and to provide
further assistance. My compli-
ments to the captain and crew
forthesafelanding.”
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Flight fares to TN
districts skyrocket

Venkadesan.SAtimesofindia.com

ith the three-day week-
end ahead, flight fares
to Madurai, Salem,

Coimbatore, and Tuticorin
from Chenmai rose  threefold
on Thursday. Many passengers
preferred flights over train
journeys to reach their home-
towns earlier

As many as eight flights are
being operated to Coimbatore
daily by Indigo and Air Tndia,
and the fare would normally
be around F3,500. However, on
Thursday; the ticket price soared
to ¥11,000. “If one hooks a ticket
at the last minute, it will be
around 76,000, but it was double
on Thursday™ said Kishore K,
who travels by air to Coimbatore.

Similarly, flight fares to
Madurai surged from 24,200
to 18,000 on Thursday, This is
despite seven flights being op
erated between the two cities.
Flight tickets to Trichy spiked
from 23,000 to 27,000, and tick-
ets to Salem cost up to T10,000.
Flight tickets cost 212,000 to
Tuticorin, while the average
fare is around 25,000,

Apart from those going to
their hometowns, people visiting
tourist spots such as Courtallam,
Ooty, Kndaikanal, Yercaud and
Kanvakumari preferred flights
to reach there quickly to spend
the long weekend, resulting in
the surging of ticket fares.

Despite the high fares,
there was a huge rush of air
passengers.
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Air India orders 85
planes from Airbus

SEW DL, (O 100
Auar Indlin has placed an order
for 15 more aireraft with A
bus, induding 10.A350: asthe
gidime works on expamding
operations,  acmiding o
sources. OF the B aeplanes, T
e narrow-body AZN formily
arvrall snel 1 hwide-body A350
planes, ths sourees said i the
T sl om Thursday
There were no oomments
frirn Adr Incis snd Airbus

In on updste on Wednesduy,
Arbus =il 1 has ecerved
o for 667 aircraf this year
il Sepember,

Armong them there wis an
afder, pecenied on Seplember
B, for 85 plunes — A AI20nees,
65 A32] nens. 5 AJS0-D00s and
5 AZF-1000s,

The name of the airline
was not disclosed.  As per
the sources, this order was
by Air Indin. — PTI
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Altlight lands safely
after mid-air glitch

NEW DELINL. {=CTOHE N 11
An Ajr Indis Express flight to
Sharjah that teok off fmm
Tamil Nadu's Tirchy Inberma
tonal Airport ot 540 pm land-
et back safely after develop-
ing a technical snag an
official sabd on Friday

Avigtion regulator THECA
will mnduct o thorough
examination of the Air Irdia
Fxpre=ss plane that suffered o
hydrautic failure to ascertam
fhe couse of the ghtch

The wremifl carrying 141
prople suffersd a hydraudie
fallure soon afler take-off and
went around THiohy for nearky
twn-and-a-halfl hours before
making 8 safe landing st
Trachy airport,

In o statement, Civil Avia
tion Minister K Bammohan
Maidu sndd the sirport and

cmergency beoms mesponded
swiftly and effectively aftera
full emergency was declaned
wt LANG hoiirs, The fight land
od ot 205 hours,

"The DGCA has besn
mstricted o oondect @ thie-
migh examination of the air
craft {o determinge the expc
cause of the hydmulic issue,
“In the meantime, Air India
H:q1n-em has been b= to
pmvide all mecessary asss
tanee o the passenpers,
imduding aliemate arrange-
ments for ther onwand jolir
ey, Maidu sapd. “Follewing
the hydraulic failre on Adr
Indis Express flight AXB 613
operating from Trichy to Shar-
Jah with 141 peophes on board,
we i rebeved that the air
craft has Ionded safely ol
Trichy sirport. ™ he said — PTT
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