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No bar on airport operators
owning airlines, clarifies govt

IEm—
Rohit Vaid
New Dethi

The government on Monday
clarified in Parliament that
there is no policy restricting
rutors of major airports
gm holding JuubstranPut'r.al
cquity in or operating sched-
uled airines, but acknow-
l:dgcd that contractual re-
strictons n SO
public-private  partnership
{PPP) airport agreements
could prevent such
cross-ownership.

The clanfication assumes
significance amid the con-
troversy over a purported
communication from the
Adani Group secking
mission to enter the airtine
business, which TMC MP
Mahna Moitra circulated on
Monday.

The Ademi CGroup had
earlier denied seeking such
permission.

R:pl}'ing wa Itx._rl.'sl Sabha
question ecifically on
cross-owmership of arports
and airlines, Minister of
State for Civil Awiation
Murlidhar Mohol said there
was no government paolicy
barring asirport  operators

POLICY CLARITY. The clarification assumes significance amid
controversy over a purported communication from the
Adani Group seeking permission to enter the airline business

from owning or operating a
scheduled airline.
However, he said, “The ex-
tant contractual agreements
relating to some airports un-
der ;.ﬁ:l]if prlxaﬁumr—
ship (PPF) contain certain
restrictions” on scheduoled
agirlines and their group en-
tities or associates holding

equity in the airport
COncessionaire,
NDO WAIVER REQUEST

More significantly, the gov-
ernment disclosed thar the
Airports Authority of India
(AAT) had received a request
secking waiver of the relev-
ant contractual provision

“The matter has not vet been
examined by the Ministry of
Civil Aviation,” the Minister
told Parliament.

Last month, hsnessitne
had reported that the Centre
was working on a package of
5'!.1.1:1.-51'ng aviation reforms

at easing entry into
the mirline sector. Among the
warious steps outlined to en-
coursge private participa-
tion in setting up new air-
lines was lifting restrictions
under existing comoession
agreements, such as the one
entered into by Adani Air-
ports and GMR Airports that
CONStrain airport opcrators
from operating airlines.

CONTRACT CLAUSES. Sa}rs PPP airport agreements can prevent such cross-ownership

The government’s  re-
mse in  Parlisment on
Monday did not identify the
airport operator that had

El;t the waiver.

The parliamentary gues-
tion, raised lI:I'n. CPI(M) MP
John Brittas, asked whether
the government was consid-
ering relaxing the policy re-
stricting major airport oper-
ators - ﬁ'rr_?m I-Fm]m:ul ing
substantial equity in or oper-
ating schednled airlines.

It also sought details on
requests for such relaxation
and whether the government
had assessed the implica-
tions for competition, con-
flicts of interest, slot alloca-
ticn, airport charges, ground
handling and fair access to
airport infrastructure.

BAN VS RESTRICTION
The government's answer ef-
fectively drew a distinction
between a povernment-im-
posed prohibition and re-
strictions embedded in indi-
vidual airport concession
agreements.

It said the former does not
exist, while acknowledging
that the latter did, and that :31:
least one request fora waiver
had reached the AAL
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AAl got request for waiver
of airport-airline cross
ownership restriction: Govt.

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) received a re-
quest seeking a waiver
from provisions that bar
cross-ownership of air-
ports and airlines, the go-
vernment told Parliament
amid reports the Adani
Group sought relaxations
as it explored entering the
airline business.

“Request seeking waiver
of the relevant agreement
provision has been re-
ceived by Airports Authori-
ty of India,” Minister of
State for Civil Aviation Mur-
lidhar Mohol said respond-

ing to a question from CPI
(M) MP John Brittas in the
Rajya Sabha.

Though Adani Enter-
prises denied the media re-
ports, a prominent busi-
ness daily subsequently
cited a letter from Adani
Airports CEO Arun Bansal
seeking relaxations from
the government.

Mr. Brittas also asked if
the Centre had assessed
the potential impact of
such cross-ownership on
competition, conflict of in-
terest, slot allocation, air-
port charges, ground han-
dling and fair access to
airport infrastructure for
competing airlines.

“The matter has not yet
been examined by the Mi-
nistry of Civil Aviation,” Mr.
Mohol replied, without
naming the entity that
sought the waiver.

The concession agree-
ments for Delhi and Mum-
bai airports cap aggregate
airline ownership in the
airport operator at 10%,
while those for the Noida
International Airport (Je-
war) and Navi Mumbai air-
port allow up to 26% ow-
nership in an airline. These
provisions can also be ap-
plied in the reverse, res-
tricting airport operators
from acquiring significant
stakes in airlines.
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Govt: No policy
stops airports
from taking
airline stakes

Times News NeTwoRK

New Delhi: The aviation mi-
nistry Monday told Parlia-
ment that there is no govi poli-
oy restricting major airport
operators from holding sub-
stantial equity in or operating
scheduled airdines. However,
the public private partners-
hip (PPP) JV agreements for
certain airports may put such
restrictions and one private
operator has sought relaxa-
tion from the same.

Operators of Delhi (GMR
group) and Mumbai (Adani)
airports are not allowed to hold
over 10% stake in scheduled
commercial airlines and the 1at-
ter has written to Airports Aut-
hority of India (AAl) secking
relaxation from this clause.

LUmion minister of state for
aviation Murlidhar Mohol told
Parliament Monday: “There is
no such govt policy restricting
operators of major airports
from holding substantial equi-
tv in or operating scheduled
airlines. However, the extant
contractual agreements rela-
ting to some airports under
PPP contain certain restric-
tions on scheduled airlines and
their group entities/ associates
from holding equity share of
the concessionaires.”

Asked whether airport
operators have sought exemp-
tion from the same, the mini-
ster added: “Request seeking
waiver of the relevant agree-
ment provision has been rece-
ived by AAL The matter has
not yet been examined by the
ministry of civil aviation.™

The Adani group is learnt
to be exploring entering the
airline  space, something
which India's higgest airline

- IndiGu — has opposed, alt-
hough Akasa has supported
the move, Adani Airport ma-
nages eight airports, inclu-
ding Mumbal, Navi Mumbal,
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Mang-
aluru, Jaipur, Guwahati and
Thiruvananthapuram,
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No govt policy
stops airports
from taking
airline stakes

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: The aviation mi-
nistry Monday told Parlia-
ment that there is no govt poli-
oy restricting major airport
operators from holding sub-
stantial equity in or operating
scheduled airlines, However,
the public private partners-
hip (FPPF) JV agreements for
certain airports mayv put such
restrictions and one private
operator has sought relaxa-
tionfrom the same.

Operators of Delhi (GMR
group) and Mumbai (Adani)
airports are not allowed to hold
over 10% stake in scheduled
commercial airlines and the Lat-
ter has written to Airports Aut-
hority of India (AAD secking
relaxation from this clause.

Union minister of state forr
aviation Murlidhar Mohel told
Parliament Monday: “There is
no such govt palicy restricting
operators of major airports
from holding substantial equi-
ty in or operating scheduled
airlines. However, the extant
contractual agreements rela-
ting to some airports under
PPP contain certain restric-
tions on scheduled airlines and
their group entities/associates
from holding equity share of
the concessionaires.”

Asked whether airport
operators have sought exemp-
tion from the same, the mini-
ster added: “Request seeking
waiver of the relevant agree-
ment provision has been rece-
ived by AAL The matter has
not vet been examined by the
ministry of civilaviation.”

The Adani group is learnt
to be exploring entering the
airline space, something
which India's biggest airline

- IndiGo — has opposed, alt-
hough Akasa has supported
the move, Adani Airport ma-
nages eight airports, inclu-
ding Mumbal, Navi Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Mang-
alury, Jaipur, Guwahati and
Thiruvananthapuram.
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Govt: No policy
stops airports
from taking
airline stakes

Tines News NeTwork

New Delhi: The aviation mi-
nistry Monday told Parlia-
ment that there is no govt poli-
cy restricting major airport
operators from holding sub-
stantial equity in or operating
scheduled airlines. However,
the public private partners-
hip (PPP) JV agreements for
certain airports may put such
restrictions and one private
operator has sought relaxa-
tion from the same.

Operators of Delhi (GMR
group) and Mumbai (Adani)
airports are not allowed to hold
over 10% stake in scheduled
commercial airlines and the lat-
ter has written to Airports Aut-
hority of India (AAI) secking
relaxation from this clause.

Union minister of state for
aviation Murlidhar Mohol told
Parliament Monday: “There is
no such govt policy restricting
operators of major airports
from holding substantial equi-
tv in or operating scheduled
airlines. However, the extant
coniractual agreements rela-
ting to some airports under
PPP contain certain restric-
tions on scheduled airlines and
their group entities/associates
from holding equity share of
the concessionaires.”

Asked whether airport
operators have sought exemp-
tion from the same, the mini-
ster added: "Request seeking
waiver of the relevant agree-
ment provision has been rece-
Ived by AAL The matter has
not yet been examined by the
ministry of civil aviation.”

The Adani group is learnt
to be exploring entering the
airline space, something
which India's biggest airline

IndiGo — has opposed, alt-
hough Akasa has supported
the move, Adani Airport ma-
nages eight airports, inclu-
ding Mumbai, Navi Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Mang-
aluru, Jaipur, Guwahati and
Thiruvananthapuram.
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Govt: No policy
stops airports
from taking
airline stakes

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: The aviation mi-
nistry Monday told Parlia-
ment that there is no govt poli-
cy restricting major airport
operators from holding sub-
stantial equity in oroperating
srheduled airlines. However,
the public private partners-
hip (PPP) JV agreements for
certain airports may put such
restrictions and one private
operator has sought relaxa-
tlon from the same.

Operators of Delhi (GMR
group) and Mumbai {(Adani)
airports are not allowed to hold
over 10% stake in scheduled
commercial airlines and the Lat-
ter has written to Airports Aut-
hority of India (AAl) seeking
relaxation from this clause

Inion minister of state for
aviation Murlidhar Mohol teld
Parliament Monday; “There is
no such govt policy restricting
operators of major airports
from holding substantial equi-
tv in or operating scheduled
airlines. However, the exlant
contractual agreements rela-
ting to some airports under
PPP contain certain restric-
tions on scheduled airlines and
their proup entities/associales
from holding equity share of
the concessionaires.”

Asked whether airport
aperators have sought exemp-
tion from the same, the mini-
ster added: “Request seeking
waiver of the relevant agree-
ment provision has been rece-
Ived by AAL The matter has
not yet been examined by the
ministry of civil aviation.”

The Adani group is learnt
to be exploring entering the
airline  space, something
which India's higgest airline

IndiGo — has opposed, alt-
hough Akasa has supported
the move. Adani Airport ma-
nages eight airports, inclu-
ding Mumbai, Navi Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Mang-
aluru, Jaipur, Guwahati and
Thiruvananthapuram.
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Govt: No policy
stops airports
from taking
airline stakes

Times News NeTwors

New Delhi: The aviation mi-
nistry Monday told Parlia-
ment that there is no govi poli-
cy¥ restricting major airport
operators from holding sub-
stantial equity inoroperating
acheduled airlines. However,
the public private partners-
hip (PPP) JV agreements for
certain airports may put such
restrictions and one private
operator has sought relaxa-
tion from the same,

Operators of Delhi (GMR
group) and Mumbai (Adani)
airports are not allowed to hold
over 10% stake in scheduled
commercial airlines and the Lat-
ter has written to Airports Aut-
hority of India (AAl) seeking
relaxation from this clause.

Union minister of state for
aviation Murlidhar Mohaol told
Parliament Monday: “There is
no such govt policy restricting
operators of major airports
from holding substantial equi-
tv in or operating scheduled
airlines. However, the extant
confractual agreements rela-
ting to some airports under
PPP contain certain restric-
tions on scheduled airlines and
their group entities, associates
from holding equity share of
the concessionaires.”

Asked whether airport
operators have sought exemp-
tion from the zame, the mini-
ster added: “Request seeking
waiver of the relevant agree-
ment provision has been rece-
ived by AAL The matter has
not yet been examined by the
ministry of civil aviation.”

The Adani group is learnt
to be exploring entering the
airline space, something
which India's higgest airline

IndiGo — has opposed, alt-
hough Akasa has supported
the move, Adani Airport ma-
nages eight airports, inclu-
ding Mumbal, Navi Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Mang-
aluru, Jaipur, Guwahati and
Thiruvananthapuram.
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AFTERINITIAL HAND-HOLDING

Govt mayhand over operationsat
Shivamoggaairport to private company

NRUPATHUNGA S K
SHIVAMOGGA, DHNS

he Shivamogga airport, the first

airport instate being run by

the government, is likely to be
handed over to a private company in
the coming days.

The Kamnataka State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development Corpora-
tion (KSIDC) has invited expression of
interest from private airline operators,
airport operators and infrasoructure
developers to manage the airport at
Sogane near Shivamogga,

KSIDC chairman § G Nanjayvan-
amath told DF, “We are not selling the
airport. But we are planning to hand
over the airport 1o private company
for maintenance, Adani group, GMR
Group, Bengaluru International
Airport Limited, Sky Aviation Private
Limited and Bengal Aerotropolis
Projects Limited have shown inter-
est to maintain the airport”, On the
reasons for this initiative, he said the
government couldn’t run airpors for a

== = -}m.ﬂ

Aview of airport at Sogane
near Shivamogga.
long time.,

“So, many airports including
Kempegowda international airport
in Bengaluru are being run by private
companies, Shivamaogea airport isa
new one. So, the government took the
responsibility initially to ensure that
it functions effectively. Now, we have
started the process of entrusting the
ground operations responsibility to a
private company”.

He said KSITDC would now focus
on completing the Raichur airport
project.

“The Supreme Court has cleared

the environmental hurdles for the
construction of the airport in Vijavapu-
i, Following the suspension of Hight
service between Shivamogzo and
Bengaluru a few months ago this year,
there was no air service between these
twi cities, Now, Star Air has agreed w
operate flight service between Shiva-

4 moggea and Bengaluru from October,

This is likely to prove beneficial for the
people,” the chairman said.

Efforts are on to start flight ser-
vices from Shivamogga to Delhi and
Mumbai,

“As of now, there are flight services
from Shivamogea to Goa, Tirupathi,
Hyderabad and Chennai,” Nanjayyan-
amath zaid.

Currently, 11 technical staff be-
longing to KSUDC are emploved at
the Shivamogga airport, besides 27
housekeeping staff, he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
inaugurated the airport on February
27,2023, on the 80th birthday of
former chiel minister B S Yediyvurappa,
the man behind the project.
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Centre says no policy bars airport
operators from owning airlines

The gorermnent mbnned $he  loking m alwing sirpart | opemtg chedulsd srne”
Rapva Sabla o Moads that  openton loowsl sbdmes and  Minmer of Sute ke Ol
there m no policy resricting  dhat Adend Geoup which our- Aviatem  Mherldhar Mabol
atrpori opersio . from operal- renthy aperaies egght srpors 1md Ve, #heextam con-
mp cheduled srbnes though & been o et o dhe aivime tmcwd agreemenin relalng o0
ceviain curbm cxdl @ agres  buinein The gouwp had  sane sirpons under PPPomn-
e rebied 0 arports oper dened such reprn e oerindn mesbrcthoms on
st wnder publc-ponae pan- "There & no mch govenr scheduled sirlnes and thesr
nerhign (7P The moements  mem polcy rearcing oper-  group eniitss and ssaockis
aine agand the hickdmpal aon o mger spors fmem Doen hobding equity dare of
reporss that the grermmentis  bokdng sds sied ety or  the conoesso mires” he staied
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Rainwater entered the passage connecting the arrivals area and
the parking bay. SOURCED

Jewar airport hit
by waterlogging

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes. com

GREATER NOIDA: Rainwater
entered the passage connecting
the newly opened Noida Inter-
national Airport arrivals area
and the parking bay on Tues-
day afternoon, officials said.

Visuals of the airport that
surfaced on social media
showed a pool of ankle-length
water in the area, as airport
staff used pumps.

The water was cleared
within 30 minutes, a Noida
International Airport (NIA)
spokesperson said.

The waterlogging did not
hamper flight operations, air-
port authorities said. Traffic
was rerouted through an alter-
nate route to minimise passen-
ger inconvenience, they said.
No infrastructure damage was
reported due to the incident.

While officials did not
respond to HT's queries on why
the water got collected, NIA
said that the incident took
place following “extremely
heavy rainfall over a short time
period”.

“There was no impact on
flight operations or the overall
functioning of the airport. We

The water was cleared within
30 minutes, officials said.sourcen

continue to monitor the situa-
tion closely and remain pre-
pared to ensure seamless pas-
senger movement,” the NIA
spokesperson said.

The Noida International Air-
port, built at a cost of 11,200
crore in the first phase, began
commercial flight operations
on June 15. It was inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in March this vear.

Officials in the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Devel-
opment Authority did not
respond to HT's queries for a
comment on the incident.
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Airport
operators

New Delhi: The government
on Monday informed the
Rajya Sabha that thers is no
policy that restriets alrport op-
arators from operating sched-
uled atriines, but there are
certaln curbs In agrecments
related to alrports run under
publlc-private parinerships.

The comments came
agalnst the backdrop of re-
pors thit the govérnment Js
Iooking at allowing alrport
operamrs o own airlines, and
that the Adanl Group, which
currently operates elght alr-
ports, 18 keen to get into the
alriine huslness, The group
has demed the reports.

“Thera 1s no such gov-
ernment pollcy restricting
OPErAtors of MAjT Mrports
from holding substantial eg-
ity 11 oF operaEing schednled
airlines,” minister of state
for civil aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said 1n 8 wWriten reply
to the Rajya 3abha. rm
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Welcome To Noida Airfloat

Rain Turns Airport’s ‘Varanasi Ghats’ Forecourt Into Flooded Passage

Shafaque.Alam@timesofindia.com

Nouida: Noida International Airport’s
attempt to evoke the ghats of Varanasi
found an unintended echo Tuesday af-
ternoon when rainwater pooled around
the forecourt connecting its terminal
and parkingarea. The underground pas-
sage, designed toresemble the iconic riv-
erfront steps, was left ankle-deep in wa-
ter after a spell of heavyrain, forcingair-
port staff torush in with pumps.

Theforecourt isakey pedestrianlink
between the taxi stand, parking area and
terminal building, with a departure
kerbside road running above it. A trav-
elator in the passage was switched off
duringthe waterlogging.

Thiswasanembarrassingmoment for
the airport, which started commercial op-
erations barely a couple of months ago
and has consistently advertised itself asa
combination of Indian culture and Swiss
engineering. NoidaInternational Airport
is operated by YIAPL, a subsidiary of
Swiss giant Zurich AG.

Videos of the flooded area soon sur-
faced on social media, showing airport
statf clearing the water as passengers nav-
igated the wet passage. Officials at the air-
port, which was inaugurated only months
apo, said the waterlopping was temporary
and had no impact on flight operations.

“NoidaInternational Airportexperi-
enced extremely heavy rainfall over a
short period, following which rainwater
temporarily entered the passage connect-
ing the terminal with the parking arca.
Our teams responded promptly and clear-
cd the waier within 30 minutes. There was
no impact on flight operations or the over-
all functioning of the airport,” a post up-
loaded ontheairport’s official handle read.

Videos surfaced on social media, showing airport staff clearing

the water as passengers navigated the wet passage. Officials said
the waterlogging was temporary and had no impact on flight
operations. Traffic was rerouted through an alternative path for
some time, while passengers could be picked up directly at the kerb

Traffic was rerouted through an al-
ternative path for some time, while pas-
sengerscould be picked updirectlyatthe
kerb. “Asaresult, there was minimal im-
pact on operations, and no flights were
disrupted. Our team is looking into the
inecident and will take corrective action
where required,” an official said.

Noida recorded 27mm of rain on
Tuecsday.

RK Singh, the CEO of Yamuna Ex-
pressway Authority — which holds ad-
ministrative jurisdiction over the area
—said there was no waterlogging om the
apron or runway. “Yes, there was some
waterlogging in the parking arca, which
was cleared soon after During heavy

rain, there is slight waterlogging even at
IGIL Airport,” he pointed out.

The airport’s senior management
did not comment on what caused the wa-
terlogging or measures it planned to pre-
ventarecurrence,

The incident also drew a paolitical at-
tack, with Aam Aadmi Party alleging that
the waterlogging raised guestions over
the quality of construction at the airport.
“Noida International Alrport, built at a
cost of around Rs 11,200 crore and inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister Modi just six
months agn, appeared to exposc the al-
leged corruption of the govt and substan-
dard construction when it faced its first
spellof rain today,” the party said on X.
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AAIB takes over probe in Al
Delhi-Phuket flight incident

W French body to join inquiry ll AAIB gathers evidence

AGE DENT
NEW DELHI AUG. 11

The Alrcralft Accident
Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) of India has taken
up the investigation into
the Air India Phuket-
Delhi fight that faced
severe  turbulence last
week, leading 1o injuries
to passengers.

Official of France's
Bureau d'Enguétes e
d’Analyses pour la sécu-
rité de 'aviation civile
(BEA) will also join the
investigation since the
Alrbus A320 aircraft has
headquarters in France.

An Air India Airbus
A320 aircraft, registration
VT-EXO, operating sched-
uled Might Al 2379 from
Phuket to Delhi last
Monday, experienced a
sudden altitude variation
of approximately 300 feet
during cruise. The air-
craft subsequently sta-
bilised and landed safely
at Delhi. During the
occurrence, injuries wore

¢ THE AIRCRAFT was
carrying 137 passengers,
including 3 infants, and
eight crew members
comprising two pilots
and six cabin crew

reported to 20 passengers
and four cabin crew mem-
bers. The aircrall was car-
rving 137 passengers,
including three infants,
and elght crew members
comprising two pilots and
six eabin crew

“Based on the informa-
tion received from the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
and the nature of the
occurrence, AAIB has
taken up the investigation
in accordance with the
applicable provisions and
the International Civil
Aviation Organisation
(ICAQ) protocols. The reg-
ulsite notifications have
been made to [CAOQ and
the concerned states, The
participation of the state
of design and the state of

manufacture in an air
craft incident of such
nature is an established
part of the international
investigation framework
prescribed under ICAD
protocols.  Accordingly,
the BEA, France, as the
investigation authority of
the concerned state, along
with technical representa-
tives of Airbus, is extend.
ing the necessary techni-
cal assistance to AAIB,
including provision of rel-
evant technical informa-
tion and design documen-
tation, in accordance with
the applicable I1CAQ
framework,” AAIB sald
on Tuesday,

The AAIB added that it
Is presently engaged in
the systematic collection,
preservation and exami-
nation of all relevant tech:
nical, operational, med-
ical and human-factor evi:
denece. This  includes
examination of the air
craft and its svstems,
recorded fNlight data and
relevant records.
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Alr Indra SATS
concor arm sign
logistics deal

Air India SATS Airport Services
Private said it has entered into
an initial pact with Concor Air ,
a wholly owned subsidiary of
Container Corporation of India,
to expedite cargo movement
from the Inland Container
Depot in Dadri to the Moida
International Airport. The col-
laboration would facilitate
seamless handling of customs-
cleared transhipment cargo for
onward international dispatch,
AISATS said.
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Sarla Aviation
gets design nod
from DGCA

Press Trust of India
Musmbia

Electric air taxd start-up
Sarla Aviation said on
Monday it has received
drs@nrgmﬁsatiunap‘prmﬂ
(DOA) from the aviation
safety regulator, which will
help the platform transition
to full commercial produc-
tion.

The DOA was handed over
to Sarla Aviation by Union
Minister K = Rammaohan
Naidu in the presence of
Karnataka Minister Rizwan
Arshad at Bengalorn on Au-
gust &

The company also an-
nounced signing-in partner-
ships with Manipal Hospitals
and Aeromed Air Ambu-
lance, Prestige Group and
Jio-bp, among others.
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BEA France to assist AAIB in
investigating Air India incident

—
Rohit Vaid
New Dedhi

France's Bureau of uiry
and Analysis for Civil Aw-
ation Safety (BEA) is collab-
orating with India’s Aireraft
Accident Investigation Bur-
cau (AAIB) to establish the
cause of the Air India
Phuket-Delhi flight incident,
sources told businessine.

Investigators are examin-
ing how multiple snags oc-
curred momentarily during
the flight.

“There is no knowledge at
present as to how so many
snags oocurred momentar-
ily. For this reason, Airbus
and BEA France are collabor-
ating with AAIB to find out
the cause,” said sources.

TECHNICAL HELP

When contacted, an Airbus
spokesperson told business-
F lmez “In accordance with
ICAD Armu 13, Airbus is
provi technical  assist-
ance to the relevant investig-
ating authorities. We are act-

ek he airti
gt il prontile e o

Form.nt:nn as it becomes

available. A team of
ists iz heing dispatched to as-
sist with the imvestigation.”

The development comes
after Air India fight AT2379,
operated by an Airbos A320
arrcraft  VT-EXD, -
enced a sudden loss D; alti-
tude of spprosimately 300
feet during cruise on
4 before stabilising and sub-
sequently landing safely in
Delhi

The aircraft was carrying
137 passengers, including
three infants, and eight crew
members comprising two pi-
lots and sixcabin crow.

Injuries  were  reported
among passengers and cabin
CTEwW following the
OCCUITEnce.

The Ministry of Civil Avi-
attom has classified the oc-
CUrrcnce @s o ‘serious incid-
ent, with the AAIB

conducting the

imvestigation.

The investigation is cx-
pected to examine the tech-
mical and operational espects
of the ocourrence, including
the multiple momentary
smags reported the
flight, to establish what
caused the sudden altitude
lpss.

In another development,
the Ministry has said that
both flight crew members
underwent prescribed pay-
choactive-substance screen-
ing tests following  the
OCCLITENCE,

The screening test of the
pilot-in-command indicated
& result requiring confirmat-
ory testing, with samples
sent to a designated laborat-
ory and the final report
awaited.

Pending completion of the
im‘c-sti.gatmu and prescribed

roCess, tlots  have
E:cn tak::n nﬁ' ¢ roster by
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

Further action will be
taken based on the outcome
of the investigation and con-
firmatory test results, the
Ministry has said.
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Expats in aviation
Indian carriers must nurture domestic talent

The couniry's two largest aifines — IndiGo and Alr Indin — recently got thelr new
chiaf exacutives, both expats_ That is in continuation with a trend prevalent in the
Inddian awiation sector, in contrast to most industries. IndiGo, Alr India {after pr-
varisation) and Jet Airaays (now defunct) have opted for expat chief executives,
with soime exceptions, over the years. Against the hackdrop of Indian-origin talent
making it to the comer room of top multinationals in Silicon Valley and elsewhere
in the world, the aviation sector’s repeated reliance on forelegn chief executives
raises some questions. The industry has frequently cited a severe dearth of senior
executives with relevant aviation experence, especially in imtemational flying. as
the primary reason for the anomaly.

With avistion getting freed up for private commencial operations only in 1994,
demand and supply of top managers have been skewed. Air India, which was a
monopoly for decades, largely depended on civil servants and public-sector top
managers to steer the operations, leaving a vacuum in the aviationtalent pool. The
current scenario, where airlines are unable to find suitahle top candidstes in India,
can be partly traced back to the country's chequered aviation history. While India
muist aspire totrain and produce a world-class lineup of avistion executives not only
for the domestic market but also worthy of global recognition, airines should nog
feel restricted by the boundaries of nationality while hiring forthe top job. World-
clas experience and talent in aviation should remain the main consideration in
any international search,

At IndiGo, which just umed 20 and controls more than &6 per cent of the
domestic market, Willie Walsh has replaced Pieter Elbers as chief executive officer.
MrWalsh, bom in Dublin, is often described &= an international avistion execurive,
arguably in a sign that his global repute welghs over his nationality. He has been
CEO of the International Aidines Group and British Alreays among his variows
aviation roles in a 40-yearcareerso far. Mr Elbers, a Dutch, was CEQ of KLM Royal
Dutch before jolning IndiGoin 2022 Other expats who have steered IndiGo include
EBruce Ashby and Gregory Taylor. Notably, at IndiGo, the longest and one of the
most successful tenures has been between 2008 and 28 under Aditya Ghosh, an
Indian, s chief executive. Afr India, ever since it was acquired by the Tata group
inJanuary 2023, hasonly had expat chiefa. Tewolde Gebremariam._ atopexecutive
from Exhiopia who was named Air India CEO recently, has been called a turn-
around expert. He is credited with a massive expansion and revival of Ethioplan
Alrlines as its chief executive earlier. Mr Gebremariam is replacing Camipbell
Wilson, a Mew Zealand national with vast international experience in Singapore
Airdines and its low-cost subsidiary Scoot.

Jet Alrarays, among the first private airlines of the country, also had aseries of
expat CEOs after founder Maresh Goyal stepped down in 2ma. Indeed, there have
been challenges vis-3-vis expats in the Indian business landscape. ranging from cul-
tural mismanches i dealing with the buresucmatic systems. The past failures should
be alesson for the futwre while India tries to build its bench strength in aviation for
& potential top management lineup.
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Air India pilot
fails second
drug test

Result ‘non-negative” for marijuana;
ministry summons CEO

The prihot- bn-command of Alr
India’s (A&%T%) Phuiet-Dethi
fiight, which saffered asudden
\orss of ancrund 300 fees in.alti
tode injuring 20 people
anboam] o Asgusi 4 has
fniled a second post-ilight ==
for paychoaciive subsances,
peciqite familiurwich the devet
opment sakd on Tuesday:

“The pilot-m-command
has [ailed the second dope
test His  mesult
WALTHN-nEg@iive
lor marijizana®
one person said.
The Minisry of
Crll  Avistion
(MpCA} did not
respond o Husi-
nes  Suvedani’s
reqouest for a
COEMITEnL.

The almraft

hastalenupthe rvestiption

OnTuesday the AATE sld:
“Cariain records, SAlEMems,
mexdical  information  and
oiber  material | collecied
during the imenigaton e
protected and confdemial in
mccordance with the appli
cable |mvestigation fame
work  Mainimining  the
integriryand confideniialivyof
the [mestigation process. s
essenrial o fele phjertive and
1echmicalty seomd deferming:
tomafthe ™

“The AAM
themrloe
recpussis all cons
cermed,  Iinclud-
mg the media
and the public w
resperTibe e
dgation prcess
and refrain from
drmsing  con-
clusioes. on' the
basis of Incom-

was Camying 157 CEDCampbellWilson  plets, umverified
FassEngErs, mkedtoaddressthe  of  sslectively

Incloding thee  alrdines

indeens, and eight overthencldent

cew  members
Aferite alrcrafisalsly [anded
In Tethi, hoth prkes onder
went mandaioey screeniceg for
pepchimrtive subetances.
Twis days back, the MolA
had =mid the pilovin-conr
nmund's Inkial screening was
“mon-cregaiive” and ibat the
saemple had been seni forooon
frmmory teming at a desig
nabed Labamiony. Both pilots
wene bk aff the fhang roster
peniding the invesigation.
Based on the ind oemation
recebved from che Directorae
General of Civil Aviaton
IGCA k] thes “natur=" oftke
Inacident, the Al rcraf Acckdem
Investigarion Hurrau (AR}

mnllail
micrmadon” &
aided.

Mesnwhile. A-Us potgning
Chilef Ewscutive Oitficer (CEDE,
Campbell 'Wilkon, was alsn
sumnmoned to the MolA on
Tuscday o brisf seniar gov-
emment offichls on the no
deni. peopds feniliarwith the
development sakd

Willscn mmet sendor officials
romithe MoCA and ik DGO
o provide an update on the
neident.

Dthoals told Wilsoa w
adidress the alfine’s various
depanmenss regarding, the
incident, saying public conf-
dence in the airline remains
frgiie following the Alr India
Alrn crash st year,
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Long-haulflights are not delivering for India’s airlines

SANJEEV ROTKAR
AND SATYENDRA PANDEY

sinternational ravel boomed overthe
Apastt“mdccad{'s. Indianaviation pur-

sued the holy grail of non-stop flights.
Airlines marketed them as the ultimate in
convenience while viewing them as a way
to compete with West Asian carriers that
capture a significant share of India's inter-
national traffic. The arrival of fuel-efficient
twin-engineaircraftsuchasthe Boeing 777
furtherstrengthened the business case. But
the economics that once justified non-stop
long-haul flying have quietly eroded.

Air India, the country’s erstwhile flag
carrier, is expected to more than doubleits
FY25 losses this year, while IndiGo, after
two successful years, may also slip into the
redand hasalready suspended severallong-
haul routes. Ironically, thisis nota demand
problem. Itisa supply-side problem rooted
inthe economicsof operating long-hauland
ultra-long-haul flights ofup to 16 hours,

The firstchallenge is simply one of phys-
ics. Onsuch flights, roughlyone tonne of fuel
outofeveryseventonnes carriedis burntto
carry the remaining fuel. The heavier the
aircraft, the greater the fuel burn. Since
these flights require enormous fuel loads,
they inevitably consume a disproportion-
ately high amount of fuel. Geography com-
pounds the problem. Aircraft departing
northbound must climb rapidly after take-
off to clear the Himalayas while carrying
their maximum take-off weight. That de-
mands significantly more fuel than the ide-
al gradual climb profile, where the aircraft
steadily zainsaltitude asitbecomes lighter.

If the same journey were split into two
sectors of about eight hours each, the air-
craft would carry less fuel on each leg. De-
spite the additional climb and descent, fuel
consumption per available seat-kilometre
would fall by roughly 11%:; twoshorter flights
consume less fuel than one long non-stop.

Laver in other factors and the econom-
ics become even more challenging. Dis-

ruptions such as conflict in West Asia or
Pakistani airspace restrictions now add 1.5
to 2.5 hours to flight times. What began as
aviable non-stop service may become pro-
hibitively expensive—or even technically
impossible—to operate. Airlines are often
forced tointroduce a fuel stop, urninga pre-
miumnon-stopserviceintoanunscheduled
one-stop operation.

Climate adds to the complexity. Rising
summer temperatures across North India
reduce maximum take-off weights, forcing
airlines to leave behind either passengers,
cargo or both. Winter fog, now an annual
operational challenge, disrupts sched-
ules during the peak travel season. Crew
economics further weaken the business
case. Flights exceeding 14 hours require
additional crew, The crew requires rest.
For this, airlines must either install dedi-
cated crew-rest modules or sacrifice rev-
enue-generating seats. Overseas layovers
require crews to rest for 36 to 48 hours
before operating the return flight, further

adding costs, Inanindustrywith razor-thin
margins, everyseatand every hour matter:
Industry estimates suggest losses ranging
fromabout$10,000 toasmuchas$23,000
on certain long-haul sectors.

Perhaps the most overlooked weakness
liesinthe srrucrureof demand. Nearly seven
out of ten Indian international passengers
do not begin their journey at the country’s
major hub airports. Yet the non-stop mod-
elis designed around them. For a traveller
originating in another metro ora Tier-2 or
Tier-3 city, the “seamless journey” often
involves processes like baggage reclaim,
security recheck, transfer, etc., which add
around threeand a halfhourstothe journey,
In effect, the convenience of the non-stop
model is enjoyed mainly by passengers
whose journeys begin and end at the gate-
way airports themselves,

Airtinesshould reconsider splitting long-
haul journeys into two sectors via an over-
seas hub. India has done this successfully
before. Jet Airways builtan efficient hub at

Brussels for almostadecade, while Air India
routed many of its Atlantic servicesthrough
Frankfurt. Gulf and Southeast Asian carri-
erscontinuetorelyonsimilarmodels. They
faded from favour only because non-stop
flying briefly became cheaper and easier,
That advantage has now narrowed.

Such networks demand disciplined ex-
ecution. Aircraft from Mumbai, Delhi and
Bengaluru must converge at a midpoint
airport within a narrow time window, ex-
change passengers efficiently and depart
for their final destinations with minimal
ground time. The operational complexity
isreal, and sois the risk of disruption.

Yet, for the majority of Indian travellers
who originate outside the major hubs, this
model removes a stop rather than adding
one. Instead of making a domestic con-
nection before boarding a long-haul flight,
passengers connect only once ata well-de-
signed international hub.

Many of the traditional objections to
overseas hubs have also weakened. Man-

aging spare parts, overseas engineering
supportandstation overheadsis easier to-
day than it was a decade ago, while strate-
gic partnerships can reduce costs further.
More importantly, unlike a purely tech-
nical fuel stop, a planned midpoint hub
can generate revenue through additional
passenger flows, cargo opportunities and
network connectivity.

For an aircraft operating around 250
long-haul sectors annually, these savings
can comfortably move operations above
break-even, even with load factors of only
6510 70%.

Certain routes—particularly those origi-
nating in Delhi during favourable operating
conditions with limited cargo demand—
may continue to justify direct services. But
treating the non-stop model as the only via-
blestrategy for India’s long-haulambitions
isbecomingincreasinglydifficult todefend.

(Sanjeevisaformerexecutive director for
Air India, and Satyendra is the managing
partnerforaviation advisory AT-TV)
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Air India Flight
Captain Tests
Positive for
Substance Abuse

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The captain of the
Phuket-Delhi Air India flight that
rapidlylostaround 300feet of alti-
tude last week, injuring 17 pas-
sengers, has been tested positive
for marijuana in the final confir-
matory test, said people aware of
the development.

Initial urine screening of the pi-
lotconducted afterlanding at Del-
hi returned a “non-negative” re-
sult. A confirmatory test in case
of non-negativeresultisdoneasa
false positive can be triggered by
legitimate therapeutic treatment
orsourcessuch as pain-relief me-
dication.

Confirmatory tests use high-
complexity instrumentation
such as spectral analysis of hair
samples.

Thisisthesecond timean Airln-
diapilot has come under scrutiny
for substance abuse. In April, a
first officer was deported from
the US after American authoriti-
es allegedly found marijuana in

his baggage

- upon arrival in
DGCA rules San Francisco.
permit a pilot Aijr India didn’t
who tests respond to a re-
positive for quest for com-
substance ment.

abuseto Directorate Ge-
returnto neral of Civil Av-

flying after iation (DGCA)
undergoing rulespermitapi-
rehabilitation lot who tests po-

sitive for sub-
stanceabusetoreturntoflying af-
ter undergoing rehabilitation
and deaddiction, with a second
positive test resulting in a three-
yvear licence suspension and a
third leading to permanent can-
cellation of the permit.

However, Air India’s internal
rules are far more stringent, and
mandate a direct termination if
tested positive for first time itself.

On Tuesday, Air India’s top ma-
nagement led by outgoing CEO
Campbell Wilson met civil avia-
tion minister Ram Mohan Naidu
todiscussthe incident.

Apart from Wilson, former avia-
tion secretary Pradeep Singh
Kharola, currently executive ad-
visor to Tata Sons chairman N
Chandrasekaran, also attended
the meeting.
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@ ABHUIT DASGUPTA, SVP, NETWORK PLAMNING & REVENUE MANAGEMENT; ALOKE SINGH, CHIEF STRATEGY OFFICER, INDIGO

‘We see international growth driving next phase of IndiGo’

With hidiGoentermy s thirg
decade, the airline is looking o
sigeificantlyexpand is inter
Hatihal operetions uhile
bidld ing o larger premium
offerine. Ablipt Dasgupta,
serioridce president, net
ek plarming & rev
R management,

and Aloke Singh,

el ftrategy officer,
spresa fo Nitin Kumar
on the airlne serpansion
plass, long-hal siraiegy and
the challenges Jcing the Indian
alafion. Excerpis:

What are IndiGo's key
priorities as it enters its
third decde?
Dasgupta: The oppormu-
nity ahead s closely inked to
India’s emergence aiaglobal
aviation hub, We will con
tinue strengthening connec
tivity within India and
betweenIndiaand the world.
By FY30,we expect tooper-
atearoind 7 50+ aircmft,
serve approximately 200
million passengers annnally
and operate close to 3,000

withdelveries scheduled to
begin from 2028 These air

daily departures, Interna
tional operations will

mnnections through lndia
more scamliess,

increasingly becomean craft will lay the foundation
important driverof growth Whiat rolewdllthe A32 1XIR for the next phase of our
and the A350 play in this long-haul growth and glabal
Howimportant will inter- expanxion? expansion,
national operations be Dasgupta: The AZ21XLR
to ndiGo’s growth? will play a pivotal role in As IndiGo expands into pre-
Dasgupta:inier- | expanding our reach to miumand long-haultravel,
naticnal operations | longer-range destinations howwill you preserve its
will be a key driverof | with greater efficiency. We bow-cost DNAT
our next phase of have also doubled ourA3 50 Dasgupta: There isnocon-
growth, while the order from 30 to 60 aircraft,

adicton betwem nxpmndmg

domestic business will
remain the foundation The
coming decade will mark the
mast ambitious phaseof
international growth in
IndiGo's history. We are
building the foundations of
aglobal aviation network
anchored inlndiy, with
q_1]_'u)|.'l|.|.|1“ { [ % [=gelis [ETH] !h
the East and the
West. We also
want tomake
domestic-fo-
International
and interna-
tonal-to
interna
tonal

‘-‘- y bo. I’mdu-cus.u
» ‘1\ P hsdut.-n'-'ntmn:n. H

shipsand long-haul services
area natural extension of our
Customer proposition. Every
nens precduct ane capahility will
conginue o be developed
around cost efficiency, seale,
aset utilisation and opera
tional moccllence

How do you see the pre-
il tin business evolving as
international travel grows?
Singh: Imtemational trvel
Is growing as more pecple
trave] for business, education
and lelsure. We are working
towards increasing interma-
tional capacity to armund 400
of ouroverall mpactty by FY 30,
AlongzidetheA321X1Rand
the A3 50,wearsenhancing the
longer-journey ex perience

WEARE WORKING TOWARDS
INCREASING INTERMATIOMNAL
CAPACITY TO AROUND 40% OF
OUROVERALLCAPACITYBY FY30

=ALOKE SIMGH

through IndiGoStretch, com-

plimentaryhot meals andbew
erages amenitiesand in-flight
T ETTE T

What are the biggest chal-
lenges thatcoubd constraim the
next phaseof aviation growth?

Singh:The ley will be
ensunng that every part of the
adationecosystem évalves in
stepwithdemand That
inchudes airport capadty, oper
atonalcapabilities, ainoraft
and engineavailabilityand tal-
ent. Global supply chain con-
straints cont e to affect the
industry. Equally important
will beattracting, developing
and retaining pilots, engineers,
technicins, airport operations
and digital professhonals,

What does IndiGowant to
become over thenext decade?
Dasgupta India Ewell
paositioned to become a major
global aviation hub Curstrai-
gy will rmaincentred on
strength ening connectvity

within |ndia and between
India and the world.
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Phuket-Delhi Al pilot tests positive for marijuana

REUTERS
New Delni, August 11

THECAPTAIN OF anAir India
Phuket-Delhi flight that sud
denly lost about 300 feet of
altitude last week has tested
positive for marijuana in a
ci Illll-i Firator :.' 11! 'i:lg e st
Earlierin the day, ministry
of civil aviation summoned
Alr India CEQ Campbell Wil
son over the incident, which
involved an Airbus A3 20neo
alrcraft, asecond source sakd
Alr Incta and the |r||||'|.'.-1r‘|.'

did not respond to requests
fior comm ent
Wilson okl nevws channels

thealrline had brdsfed the min-
|su|!r:.-'|:|.1l1|- status of the bnvies-
tigation into the incidmt

The summons came days
after Indian authoritiesopened
an investigaton into the inci
dent, which injured 13 passen-
gers and fourcrew members,

The ﬂ.:E_tLI from the Thal
tourist city experienced a
‘momentary altitude varia
tion" while it was flying over
the eastern Indian state of
Odisha, the government had
sakd earlier.

The .1IrL|.1f!, carrying 137

passengers and eight crew
members, landed
in el hi

On Sunday, the Minstry of
Civil Aviation said the cap
tain's initial screening for
peychoactive substances pro-
duced a result requiring con-
firmatory laboratory testing

Air India had said that it
had not been informed of
the results.

The airline is majority-
owned by the Tata Group,
with Singapore Alrlines hold-
Inga |-::IL|.5E:||}' 2 5% siake.

safely



AIRF"‘ :._)H 'S AUT HL"!F-?! T“!’ I'JF ENUL&.

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN

DELHI

SIS dlet oIS BT URIEC STR1 H 21

13 e, T | v S
Tﬁﬁz—ﬁ'ﬁrr*-'ﬂaf e
ey P T AT (e )
iR et 39,
AR TR WIS A S AT
T Ee o e i
e |

T o e T A
TET P B =6 U T

[ TATEE 320 -UAE379 )
R ST T T T
mmnmﬁrmﬁﬁm
T 27 T 300 B A
aqy v, oy et e
WY 17 AR ERE B |
fermr 6 13 7 o 2ir =rers
7 5 13 T Al o 145
I |

BT A i e
AT T2 5 A e
W TS M | T 2 e

aaﬁﬁﬂaﬂnmm%ﬁmmh difsararee m@lﬁmaﬁm

lzzm’léailmaﬁr

73 T, o | e § I
T 4 TR TR
o] HiEE i Ee oA 911 e
i 1 HIDITE S wE o
TEF W 0T B3 g TR
Eoa dd-3 dii o @
T W TR T | 3 e
T T A O AR g4 e
T 23| 38 S il 3t
i sn i gaa

3 BT B A o
T gearT |

) WEE W AE0HI BIE] POS

wwﬂmmmmammmguma

[ELIEE R ) e e =)

B Beiio ki Eapakd
T, ST T A
A U U A
B AR

mmmwm*‘sﬂ
TG (ST )
=T = A T T
AR Ea e e
T e i e i

SHAFZEI A HETH F ST
o T T e
5w i e e

12 AUGUST 2026



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 12 AOGUST 2026

id-air plunge: Al pilot
tests +ve for marijuana

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The pilot-in-com-
mand of an Air India Phuket-
Delhi flight that plunged 300
feet last week tested positive
for marijuana in a confirma-
tory drug test, said people
aware of the matter, a finding
that raises questions over pas-
senger safety.

The pilot's preliminary drug
test, conducted on August 4,
had returned a “non-negative”
- an inconclusive finding -
according to a government
release on Sunday.

“The pilot in question has
tested positive in the confirma-
tory test. He has tested positive
for marijuana,” said a central
government official aware of
the development

Air India CEO Campbell Wilson
after meeting officials of MoCA
and DGCA on Tuesday. AN

To be sure, it is not clear
when the marijuana was
ingested.

On August 4, the Phuket-
Delhi flight A12379, an Airbus
A320neo, lost 300 feet of alti-
tude while cruising. Air India
in an initial statement blamed

the drop on turbulence. The
government, in an earlier state-
ment, had said that 14 passen-
gers on board the flight— which
was carrying 137 passengers,
six cabin crew and two pilots -
were injured.

However, the Press Informa-
tion Bureau (PIB) in a state-
ment on Tuesday increased the
number of injured to 24 - four
cabin crew members and 20
passengers.

Air India did not respond to
requests for comment on the
matter. The ministry of civil
aviation did not officially
respond to requests for com-
ment,

The pilots have been off-ros-
tered pending a probe.

The incident, initially under
investigation by the Directorate

continued on-#10

AIR INDIA

General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), was referred to the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) after
being classified as a “serious”
incident.

In its statement, AAIB
added: "Based on the informa-
tion received from DGCA and
the nature of the occurrence,
the AAIB has taken up the
investigation in accordance
with the applicable provisions
and ICAQ [International Civil
Aviation Organization| proto-
cols. The requisite notifica-
tions have been made to ICAO
and the concerned States.”

AAIB said it is engaged in
the systematic collection,
preservation and examination
of all relevant technical, oper-
ational, medical and human-
factor evidence.

“This includes examination
of the aircraft and its systems,
recorded flight data, relevant
operational and maintenance
records, medical information,
and interviews with persons
concerned. All material evi-
dence will be examined in its

entirety before any conelu-
sions are drawn,” it said in a
stalement

As part of prescribed proce-
dures, both pllots were
checked for psychoactive sub-
stances after the fight landed
in Delhi

The PIC’s “non-negative”
Initial resalt required a con-
firmatory test.

Earlier in the day, civil avi-
ation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu and civil aviation secre-
tary Samir Kumar Sinha
called in for a meeting Air
India’s s¢nlor management —
Including chief executive offi-
cer (CEO) Campbell Wilson,
executive advisor to Tata Sons
chalrman Pradeep Singh
Kharola, and the flight's head
of flight safety Deepak Joshl.

The meeting went on for
more than an hour. DGCA
director general Vir Vikram
Yadav and AAIB director gen-
eral GVG Yugandhar were
also present at the meeting.

“"We wanted 1o get a direct
update from Alr India also on
the incident. We wanted to see
how they are taking this issue
from their side_we have
taken this issue very seri-
ously... We have confidence in
AATR." said Naldu.

Naidu urged that the inci-
dent report be readied, so that
appropriate action can be
taken.

“In the meantime. if there |s
anything relared 1o substance
abuse or substance-use and If
we find that there needs to be
some tweaking in the existing
regulation, we are ready to do
that as well,” he said.

Civil Aviation Reqguire-
ments require 10% of employ-
&5 be rested randomly.

Alrbus had on Monday said
it was sending specialists to
assist the Investigation. Mean-
while, people famliliar with
the matter said the pilots had,
in a preliminary detect report
(PDR), suggested that the inci-
dent was preceded by multi-
ple technical glitches, includ-
ing an autopilot disconnec-
thon.

Two persons aware of the
matter said the pllots had
mentioned téchnical issues
with the aircraft in the PDR.
"The PDR mentioned that the
autopilot disconnected. [talso
mentioned a stall warning
and a flight control ECAM
(Electronic Centralised Alr-
craft Monitor) message,” said
one of these persons, request-
Ing anonymity,
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Pilot of Air India flight that dropped
300 feet tests positive for marijuana

Sukalp Sharma
New Delli, August 11

THE CONFIRMATORY drug
test of the Air India pilot-in-
command of a Phuket-Delhi
flight that fell 300 feet, leaving
24 people injured, has come in
as positive for marijuana, ac-
cording to sources.

The Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation (MoCA) had said on Sun-
day that the preliminary drug
screening gave a “non-
negative” result.

The samples were sent for

24 people on the Phuket-Delhi
flight on August 4 were injured

confirmatory testing, and the re-
sult has come as positive with
thesubstanceidentified as mari-

juana, it is learmt. Confirmatory
[ests are required inthe case ofa
non-negative  preliminary
screening as certain foods and
medications can throw up false
positives in initial screenings.
Emailssent to MoCA, Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AATB) re-
garding the confirmatory drug
test did not elicit any response.
Air India didn't comment on
the development.
The Air India Airbus A320
»CONTINUED ON PAGES

=
Alflight
aircraft, operating a flight from
Phuket toDelhion August 4, en-
countered a sudden altitude
drop of about 300 feet, leaving
20 passengers and four cabin
crew members injured; 17 of the
24 had to be hospitalised. The
aircraft had 137 passengers, six
cabin crew members, and two
pilots on beard. The incident
was classified as serious and is
underinvestigation by the AAIB.
The government and the air-
line had initally attributed the
incident tosevere turbulence.
According to sources, the
conduct of the pilots is also
under the scanner, particulary
in view of the positive drug test.
Moregvet, the aircraft may have
faced some snags with its hy-
draulic and control systems,
which will also be investigated
by the AAIB, itis learnt. Aircraft

manufacturer Airbus and
French aviation accident inves-
tigation authority BEA will be as-
sisting in the investigarion.

EarlieronTuesday, ateamof
AirIndia management led by
the airline’s outgoing CEO,
Campbell Wilson, met senior
MoCA officials, according to
sources. Apart from Wilson,
former aviation secretary Pra-
deepSingh Kharola, whois cur-
rently executive advisor to Tata
Sonschairman N Chandraseka-
ran, and Air India’s flight safety
head Deepak Joshi alsoartended
the meeting, itis learnt.

From the ministry's side,
Civil Aviation Secretary Samir
Samir Kumar Sinha, Director
General of Civil Aviation Vir Vik-
rarn Yadav, and AATB Director
General GVG Yugandhar are
learnt to have been present.

Asked about the meeting,
Wilsontold reporters outside the
ministry thatthe Air India team
was there to provide the minis-

trywith "anupdate onthestatus
of the investigation”.

AsperDGCAnilesontesting
for psychoactive substances, in
case the confirmatory test is
found positive, the medical in-
charge of the concerned organ-
isation is required to consult a
medical review officer(MRO) to
determine if the result was due
toalegitimate therapeutic treat-
ment or some other innocuous
sourece, and not drug abuse. For
instance, pain relief medication
containing codeine may trigger
a positive result for opiates.

If the MRO confirmsitisa
drugabusecase, thereisanesca-
larion ladder of disciplinary ac-
tionsthat comesintothe picture.
Ifitis the first incident of a posi-
tivedrugtest, theemployeeisre-
ferred to a specialist doctor,
counsellor, or de-addiction
centre for a rehabilitation pro-
gramme, in consultation with
the MRO. To return to active
duty, the employee must

undergo new testing, receive a
negativereport, and obtain a fit-
ness certificate from the organ-
isation’s medieal in-charge.

In case of a second offence,
the licence is suspended for
three years. A third positive test
resultleadstothe cancellation of
licence.

It could not be immediately
ascertained if the Air India pilot
had tested positive in the past.

Meanwhile, AATB said ina
statement it is “presently en-
gaged in the systematic collec-
tion, preservation and examin-
arion of all relevant technical,
operational, medical and
human-factorevidences”. “This
includes examination ofthe air-
craft and its systems, recorded
flight dara, relevant operational
and maintenance records, medi-
cal information and interviews
with persons concerned. Allma-
terial evidence will be examined
in its entirety before any con-
clusions are drawn,” itsaid.

The AATBsaidthe sole objec-
tive of the investigation is to de-
termine the circumstances and
contributing factors relating 1o
the occurrence and to identify
appropriate safety measures to
prevent recurrence. It also cau-
tioned that no inference about
the probable cause of the inci-
dent should be drawn from any
isolared information.

“Certain records, statements,
medical information and other
material collected during the in-
vestigation are protected and
confidential in accordance with
the applicable investigation
framework. Maintaining the in-
tegrity and confidentiality of the
investigation processisessential
to a fair, objective and techni-
cally sound determinationofthe
facts... The AATB, therefore, re-
quests all concerned... to... re-
{rain from drawing conclusions
on the basis of incomplete, un-
verified or selectively available
information,” itsaid.
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‘Pilot of Air India Phuket-Delhi
flight tests positive for drug’

New Delhi: The confirmatory drug test of the plot-in-
coprirarad ofai Ade Tndis Phiaboet-Dedbd Qg theat plunged
eeuTers  arouindd 300 feet during cruise

s Enjured 28 passengersand
crewon 4 Auemst has retumed
positive for a banned sub-
stance, wo peopleaware of the
it e sakl. Adr Irdia and civil
§  aviailon minkstry were vet fo
officially confirm the result.
STAFF WRITERS
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Phuket flight captainfails
second dope test: Sources

Tests positive for marijuana in the confirmatory screening test

S LALITHA (@ NewDelhi

IN a new twist to last week's
mid-air incident involving Air
India’s Phuket-Delhi flight that
experienced a sudden altitude
loss. the captain of the flight has
reportedly tested positive for
marijuana in the confirmatory
screening test.

“The Pilot-in-Command has
tested positive in the second
dope test too with marijuana
found in the samples taken from
him,” a source told this newspa-
per on Tuesday

Another source, a pilot, too
confirmed the development, add-
ing that the captain, in his late
30s, could be terminated.

The civil aviation ministry,
which had earlier insisted that
the result of the confirmatory
test must be awaited before
drawing any conclusions, on
Tuesday issued a detailed state-
ment on the probe into the inci-
dent. However, there was no
mention of dope test.

Air India declined to comment
on the drug screening.

Earlier in the day, Union civil
aviation minister K Rammaohan
Naidu said strong action would

CEDQ summoned

Clvil Aviation Minlster K Rammahan
Maidu on Tussday summoned the
outgolng CEO of Alr indla, Campbell
Wilszn. In the meeting, also
attended by top officials. the
minister demanded an explanation

be taken if the pilot was found to
have indulged in any substance
abuse. “If there needs to be any
tweaking of the existing legisla-
tion, we will do that also.” he
told reporters.

Acrcording to the civil aviation
ministry’s statement, flight Al
2379, an Airbus A320 aircraft
with 145 people on board, suf-
fered a mid-air altitude drop of
300 feet on August 4 resuliing in
injuries to 20 passengers and
four cabin crew members.

Under existing DGCA norms,
if apilot tests positive for drugs,
the person is referred for a reha-
bilitation programme. He needs
to go for treatment at a de-addic-
tion centre and can return to
duty only after producing a neg-
ative confirmatory test and a fit-
ness certificate from the airline’s
medical in-charge. This could
take up to eight months.

If the same person tests posi-
tive again, the licence is sus-
pended for three vears. If the
violation happens for the third
time, the licence is cancelled.

Following the August 4 inci-
dent, the Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Burean asked air-
port authorities in Delhi to
conduct two different tests.

“After the arrival of the plane
in Delhi, both pilots were sub-
jected to a breathalyser test for
alcohol content, which turned
out to be negative. Then, blood
and urine tests were done to
trace psychotropic substances.
This was positive for the Pilot-
in-Command,” a source said.

Earlier, sources said the flight
might have experienced mulfi-
ple technical glitches including
hydraulic failures.
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Al pilot fails drug test after altitude scare

Civil aviation mlmster Ram Mohan Naidu says the Government is rewewmg the incident

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

Pilot of the Air India flight
from Phuket to Delhi, which
experienced sudden altitude
loss on August 4, injuring at
least 17 people, tested posi-
tive for drugs in a confirma-
tory second test, according
to sources familiar with the
development.

A confirmatory drug test of
the pilot-in-command of
flight Al 2379 has returned
positive for marijuana. The
aircraft was carrying 137 pas-
sengers, including three
infants, and eight crew
members. At least 17 people
— 13 passengers and four
members of the cabin crew,
according to reports — suf-
fered injuries before the air-
craft stabilised and contin-
ued to Delhi.

The confirmatory result
follows an earlier post-flight
screening in which the pilot-
in-command had returned a
“non-negative” result for
psychoactive substances.
Both pilots underwent
mandatory screening after
landing, with the co-pilot’s
initial test reportedly not
raising concerns. The
captain’s preliminary result

Representative image

iISTOCK

prompted a confirmatory
laboratory examination.
The latest result,
however, does not by itself
establish that the pilot was
impaired while operating
the aircraft, and investiga-
tors are yet to determine
whether, if at all, the test
finding had any bearing
on the August 4 incident.
The development comes at
a critical stage of the probe.
The Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB)
has classified the occurrence
as a serious incident and is
examining the circumstances
surrounding the sudden alti-

WE ARE TAKING IT VERY
SERIOUSLY. IF WE FEEL THE
PRESENT REGULATIONS
ARE NOT UP TO THE MARK,
WE WILL RESPOND
ACCORDINGLY AND MAKE
THE NECESSARY
IMPROVEMENTS

UNION MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION
RAM MOHAN NAIDU KINIARAPU

r o 4

tude loss. The aircraft's flight
data recorder and cockpit
voice recorder have been
secured for analysis.

Asked about the recent
meeting with Air India's top
brass, Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu
said the Government is
closely reviewing the issue
and has sought updates
from the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA). "We
are taking it very seriously.
If we feel the present regu-
lations are not up to the
mark, we will respond
accordingly and make the
necessary improvements,”

he said.

Against this backdrop,
senior Air India officials, led
by CEQO Campbell Wilson,
met top officials of the Civil
Aviation Ministry in New
Delhi on Tuesday. Wilson
was accompanied by former
aviation secretary Pradeep
Singh Kharola, now an exec-
utive adviser to Tata Sons
chairman N
Chandrasekaran, and Air
India’s flight safety head
Deepak Joshi, according to
sources. The Government
side included Civil Aviation
Secretary Samir Kumar
Sinha, Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA]) chief Vir
Vikram Yadav and AAIB

Director General GVG
Yugandhar.
Speaking to reporters after

the meeting, Wilson said
there was no "questioning”
and that he had provided an
update on the status of the
investigation.

The meeting assumes sig-
nificance as the
Government has intensified
scrutiny of the airline fol-
lowing the incident and the
emergence of the drug-test
finding.

CONTINUED ON »* P4

Al pilot fails drug test
after altitude scare

Reuters reported that the civil aviation min-
istry had summoned Wilson in connection
with the flight's altitude loss, while Air India
and the ministry had not publicly comment-
ed an the reported confirmatory result at the
time of publication.

The drug-test finding is only one strand of an
investigation that is also examining possible
technical problems aboard the aircraft.

Sources previously indicated that the fight
may have experienced an autopilot disconnect,
hydraulic-system failures and other technical
anomalies around the time of the altitude loss.

There have also been reports of a flight-
control stall warning and indicator switches
briefly going off. The AAIB will have to estab-
lish the precise sequence of events and deter-
mine whether the reported technical issues, tur-
bulence and loss of altitude were connected.

The incident was initially attributed by the
Government and airline to severe turbulence.
Subsequent reports of possible aircraft-
system problems have widened the scope of
the investigation. Airbus and France's Bureau
of Enquiry and Analysis for Civil Aviation
Safety (BEA) are expected to assist the AAIB
investigation.
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Al pilot fails 2nd dope test;
crew complains to carrier

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Trouble mounted
for the pilot-in-command (PIC)
of last Tuesday’s rattled Phu-
ket-Delhi Air India flight after
it ecmerged he had failed the
confirmatory dope test.
(Officials close to the Investi-
gation said he had consumed
marijuana. Besides, the cabin
crew of flisht AT 2379 hasfileda
complaint with the airline aga-

inst the “high™ PIC's onhoard
behaviour. The pilot also faces
criminal action beyond DGCA
rules—whichreguiresucha pi-
lot 1o be sent for de-addiction
and allow him to resume flying
afier being certified drug-free.

The voung co-pilot had to
single-handedly steady the air-
craft and then land it safely at
the destination.

»More stringent rule? P 14

Phuket flight incident pushes DGCA to seek
ways to make dope rules more stringent

pContinued fromP 1

summoned AT's outgoing CEO

Campbell Wilson to express con-
cern about this incident and find out
how the airline was dealing with the 1s-
suc and review its plan to come out of
its prolonged period of operational tur-
bulenee. The incident has also pushed
DGCA to explore ways to make dope
test rules more stringent after the inci-
dent that left 20 passeneers and four ca-
bin erew members injured.

“Certain records collected during
the investigation are confidential in ac-
cordance with the investigation frame-
work.... AATB (Aircraft Accident Thves-
tigation Bureau) requests all con-
cerned (o refrain from drawing conclu-
sions... AATR will conduet a thoreugh

An alarmed civil aviation ministry
A

Aninside view of the Phuket Delhi Al flight

investigation covering all relevant evi-
dence and will issue its preliminary
findings,” the ministry said.

What happened on board

Multiple sources told TOT the pilot was
acting underthe influenceof psychoac-
tive substances. “He was often sitfing
on the floor of the flight deck and tried

to smoke out. Cabin crew had to help
him back to his seat. He was not in full
control of himself. He was unable to
walk properly after exiting the air-
craft,” said a person in the know

The probe will determine whether
the aircraft had a sudden loss of alti-
tude duetoa series of multiple and rare
technical snags, which have been re-
ported by the co-pilot in his report, orit
was caused by actions of the pilot-in-
command. When the aireraft experi-
enced loss of altitude, the pilot is learnt
te have been standing and leaning he-
hind the co-pilot’s seat, The Airbus
A320 had momentarily gone into a
“pegative G situation when the PIC
and things in the cockpit floated up and
those who were not wearing seat belts
got injured in the passenger cabin. The
cabin crew have given areport to AT
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Turbulence-hitAl
flight pilottests
positivefordrugs

SHEKHAR SINGH
K EWDELHI, AUGUST 11
The pilot in command of the
Ajr India flipght that suddenly
lost about 300 feet of altitude
last week has tested positive
for psychoactive substances
in a confirmatory laboratory
test, sources said on Tuesday.
This came as Civil Aviation
Mimster Ram Mohan Naidu

CEO meets minister

Kinjarapu met Air India's out-
going CEQ Camphbell Wilson
to seek a direct update from
the aidine on the incident,
Naidu smd aviation safety
remnained the ministry's top
priority and there could be no
compromise by aldines, regu-
lators ar any other stakeholder,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Turbulence-hit Air India flight
pilottests positive for drugs

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion (MoCA) said the probe
agency, Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau
(AATB), was examining
technical, operational, med-
ical and human-factor evi-
dence linked to the Phuket-
Delhi  flight's sudden
altitude variation.

The development puts
renewed focus on both the
flight crew and the aircraft's
gystems as investigators work
to establish what catsed the
Airbus A320 to lose altitude
during cruise on August 4

The MoCA said the Air
India aircraft, registered as
VI-EXO, was operating the
seheduled Phuket-Delhi
service when it experienced
a sidden altitude variation
of approximately 300 ft
before stabilising and laind-
ing safely in Delhd,

The aircraft was carrving
137 passengers, including
threeinfants, and eight crew
members comprising two
pilots and six cabin crew,
According to  aofficials,
injuries were reported to 20
passengers and four cabin
crew members,

Sources said both pilots
underwent mandatory psy-
choactive substance screen-
ing following the incident,
While the co-pilot's test did
not mise coneern, the initial
test of the pilot in commuarnd
required furtheranalysis. His
sample was subsequently
sentto adesignated labomto-
ry, where the confirmatory
test retumed positive,

Both pilots have been
removed from flving duties
pending completion of the
mmvestigation. The AATE, how-
ever, has cautioned against

drawing any conchusions fmm
individual pieces of evidence
while the probe 15 still under-
way. [t said investigators were
systermatically collecting,
preserving and exaimining all
relevant  evidence  before
arriving at any conc usion on
the dmumstances or cone
tributing factors.

Wilson met senior officials
of the Mimstry of Civil Awa-
tion and the DGCA at the
ministry headquarters and
later said Air India had pro-
vided an update on the status
of the imvestigation.

The AAIR said it would
issue its preliminary findings
within stipulated timeframe
under the applicable provi-
sions and International Coal
Asiation Organisation proto-
cols, with further information
to be made public at the
appropriate stage.
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