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CONSENT GIVEN
FOR ACQUISITION
OF LAND FOR
BUILDING AIRPORT
IN VALMIKINAGAR

Sandeep Bhaskar

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

BETTIAH: Giving a boost to the
proposed upgradation of the
existing airstrip into a full-
fledged airport at Valmikinagar,
the West Champaran district
administration on Saturday
secured the consent of 15 identi-
fied landowners for the acquisi-
tion of land required for the air-
port in West Champaran, offi-
cials said.

In an official statement,
issued on Saturday, the district
administration said of the 18
landowners, the consent of the
15 have been secured under the
state’s land purchase policy for
acquiring the required land for
the acquisition of land at a three
special camp which began on
July 1l. The expansion plan
includes the construction of a
new terminal building and
extension of the airport on its
southern side.

“Efforts are underway to
secure the approval of the
remaining three within the stip-
ulated timeframe,” said the
stafement.

Aiming to enhance tourism
and improve access to the sce-
nic Valmikinagar landscape, the
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) has set the ball rolling to
upgrade the existing airstrip
into a full-fledged airport at Val-
mikinagar in Bihar's West
Champaran district.

The agency has already pre-
pared a detailed master plan for
the project.
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Parandur airport

The proposed Parandur airport project in Tamil Nadu has been put on hold, though there is no official announcement yet. While the

protesting residents of Ekanapuram, the village that falls within both the proposed runways, are happy that the government plans to

drop the project, residents of other villages remain uncertain about their future. Sunitha S. reports on the challenges surrounding a

project that has left many frustrated

TAMIL NADU

Ekanapuramv

Kancheepuram

age, identified as the site where Parandur airport’s

L4

ovindaraj Janardhanan is struggling to
find words to describe his relief. A
farmer from Ekanapuram village near
Kancheepuram in Tamil Nadu, who al-
so works part-time at a private firm, he is happy
that the Tamil Nadu government has paused the
Parandur airport project and may even drop it al-
together. “This will save our village and agricultu-
ral lands from being destroyed,” he says.

On May 4, when the results of the Tamil Nadu
Assembly elections were announced and actor-
turned-politician C. Joseph Vijay was elected as
the new Chief Minister, a wave of excitement
spread across many parts of the State.

For Ekanapuram, largely made up of agricul-
tural lands, wetlands, and small-scale farms, the
moment was significant. The village had been at
the centre of a massive farmers’ movement
against the proposed ¥27,400 crore greenfield
airport project at Parandur. Planned as Chennai’s
second airport, the project involved the acquisi-
tion of more than 5,300 acres from more than 13
villages in and around Parandur. As per the pro-
posal, Ekanapuram was to fall within both run-
ways of the airport.

Six months before coming to power, Vijay had
visited the protesting villagers and extended his
support to their cause, which had been ongoing
since 2022. Today, the village, located nearly 50
kilometres from the existing Chennai airport at

Meenambakkam, is cautiously optimistic.

While the State Minister for Energy Re-

sources and Law, R. Nirmalkumar, said that

the State government would drop the Pa-
randur airport project and look for alterna-
tive sites, a stance reiterated by the Industries
Minister, S. Keerthana, an official announce-
ment or a Government Order is still awaited
in this regard. For industry representatives and
several travellers, however, the government’s
decision has come as a disappointment.

Relief in Ekanapuram

The airport project faced strong opposition from
the residents of Ekanapuram, who feared dis-
placement, the loss of agricultural land, and envi-
ronmental damage, particularly its possible im-
pact on local water bodies. In the project area,
26.54% comprises wetlands, according to Tamil
Nadu Industrial Development Corporation, the
nodal agency executing the airport project.

“We were shattered when the announcement
to build the airport was made in 2022,” says G.
Subramanian, Secretary of the Parandur Airport
Opposition Joint Movement, a coalition of villag-
ers, farmers, and environmentalists. “After prot-
esting for nearly 1,000 days, we are glad that the
government is going to drop the project now.”

Subramanian explains that the project site is
full of water bodies. “Nelvoy lake and water bo-
dies including Vayaleri, Kadaperi, and Kalieri
would have been affected. The path of the Kam-
ban canal passing through the project area too
would have been obstructed,” he says.

Filling up water bodies with concrete and ur-
banising the area would not only destroy these
villages but could also have wider consequences
for Chennai, which has experienced flooding on
several occasions during the monsoon season,
he says. “The city may witness a disaster if this
project is implemented,” Subramanian says.

He is quick to clarify that the residents of the
village are not opposed to development, but only
want the government to pick a better location for
the project. “We are not opposing a second air-
port for the city. We are only asking the govern-
ment to look for other options,” he says.

Villages in a limbo
After the airport project was announced in 2022,

the protests continued even as the State govern- |

Why would
we want to
spend
money
repairing or
rebuilding a
house
without
knowing if
we will even
have alife
here in this
village?

D.
SHANMUGHAM
Resident,
MNagapattu village
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runway would be built. VELANKANNI RAJ B.

ment proceeded with the application process for
various approvals. The project subsequently re-
ceived site clearance and in-principle approval.

Land acquisition for the project commenced
in July 2025. The government, however, avoided
acquiring land in Ekanapuram and began regis-
trations in the surrounding villages. So far, nearly
1,700 acres have been acquired from villages in-
cluding Nelvoy, Nagapattu, Thandalam, Podavur,
Valathur, and Akkamapuram.

While Ekanapuram is unaffected, the resi-
dents of the other villages who were forced to sell
their lands worry about their livelihood and the
uncertainty that lies ahead. They wonder if the
government will return their lands.

K. Murugan, a resident of Nagapattu, who was
compelled to give up his farmland, says he is now
living off the money that the government gave as
compensation. “We were left with no choice, so
we parted with our farmlands,” he says. “Now,
we hear that the government plans to drop the
project. But there is no clarity since there has
been no official announcement yet.”

Murugan says the situation has left the villag-
ers frustrated. “Now that the government has ta-
ken away our land, they should execute the pro-
ject and shift us to the nearby Karai village. That
way, we can find a job. Access to transport too
will become easier,” he adds.

D. Shanmugham, another resident of the vil-
lage, gave one acre of his land for the project. He
believes that the government should return the
lands to the farmers if they don’t plan to go
ahead with the project. “Our street lights have
not been repaired. Our drains are still blocked.
When we raise these issues with the local author-
ities, they don’t rectify the issue claiming that it is
an airport site and that the residents will be shift-
ed soon anyway,” he says.

Residents also say they have not been able to
rebuild or repair their houses. Those living near
the proposed airport site continue to struggle
with leakages and other structural problems in
their houses. As Shanmugham says, “Why would
we want to take a risk and spend money repair-
ing a house or rebuilding a house without know-
ing if we will even have a life here in this village?”

In some households, these structural pro-
blems have even affected marriage prospects,
with families losing out on potential matches be-
cause of the condition of their houses.

D. Devaki Ammal, a resident of Nagapattu who
lives in a single-room house, says her family has
been looking for a suitable match for her grand-
daughter for a while now. “Families who come to
visit us are unhappy with the state of the house.
If I tell them that we may get a new house when
the airport comes up, or we may renovate this
one, they look unconvinced. My daughter and I

Farmers of Ekanapuram village during their protest against the greenfield
airport project at Parandur. VELANKANNI RAJ B,
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are distressed over the problems this project has |

caused,” she says.

Devaki says the authorities could consider
moving them to a new, permanent site. “That will
do us a lot of good. Some of these issues will be
resolved,” she says.

Some residents who took the risk of building
houses say they do not expect to live in them for
more than a few years, given the lack of clarity
surrounding the project. S. Prema, a resident of
Nelvoy, says residents are exasperated. Unaware
of what is going to happen next, they have not
even built toilets. “They are scared to invest mo-
ney fearing it will be a waste,” she says. “But my
husband and I took the decision to reconstruct a
house because the existing one had too many
problems. Sometimes, snakes would enter the
house through crevices. We decided to rebuild it
for the safety of our children.”

But Prema says the family is not able to set up
the house as they wish. “If I like something which
I know will look good in my house, I don’t buy it
because I am not sure how long we will stay
here,” she says.

Maintenance issues in Chennai

While the villages around the site are divided,
aviation experts, industry representatives, and
frequent travellers in Chennai are disappointed
that the project has been paused and worry that
it could be dropped altogether. Though Chennai
airport has not reached its maximum capacity
yet, many air passengers feel that the city re-
quires a bigger, swankier airport with better
maintenance and improved flight connectivity.

A. Sankar, a frequent traveller in Chennai, says
passengers like him are unhappy about the many
issues in the Meenambakkam airport, whether it
is the maintenance of the airport or the difficulty
in getting a cab. “Airports in other metro cities
offer so much more in terms of experience. Pas-
sengers have many options to dine and shop.
Time just flies by before boarding. I can’t say the
same about the airport here. When the authori-
ties can’t even open a cab boarding point on
time, it’s only natural for passengers to feel frus-
trated.” He says passengers have waited for a long
time for a second airport, and changing the site
yet again will only affect them further.

Karthik K., another traveller, says the connec-
tivity that other metro airports offer is far better
than that of Chennai. “Bengaluru, Mumbai, and
Delhi have direct flights to more domestic and in-
ternational destinations than Chennai,” he says.

An aviation expert says Chennai missed the
opportunity for aviation-led development two
decades ago when a second airport for the city
was proposed at Sriperumbudur. That project
did not take off, and the existing Chennai airport
was modernised.

“The city has too much at stake in terms of air
connectivity, industrial growth, and investment
opportunities. It cannot afford to let this oppor-
tunity slip away yet again,” he says.

He says the process to choose a site for the se-
cond airport commenced once again more than
seven years ago. Initially, 11 sites were examined
in all. Of them, four were shortlisted — Thirupo-
rur, Padalam, Pannur, and Parandur. “The Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI) inspected all the
four sites and said an airport could be built either
at Pannur or Parandur, pointing out the advan-
tages and disadvantages of both. Parandur was fi-
nally chosen since there were fewer families to be
relocated there,” he says.

A source in the State government believes that
any site spanning several thousand acres is
bound to have its own set of challenges. “It is
nearly impossible to find a site without water bo-
dies in Chennai’s vicinity. There are ways to miti-
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Airports in other metro cities offer
Q so much in terms of experience.
Passengers have many options to dine and
shop. I can't say the same about the airport in
Chennai. When the authorities can’t even
open a cab boarding point on time, it’s only
natural for us to feel frustrated.

A. SANKAR
Traveller

gate issues. A hydrological study was already con-
ducted by a team of experts and was submitted to
the government in 2024.”

The aviation expert also notes that it is not ea-
sy to find a site for an airport. “This is not like
building a railway or a bus terminal. Several fac-
tors have to be considered including obstacles,
airspace availability, wind pattern, no fly zones in
the region, and proximity to a defence site or
another airport,” he explains.

He says if the government decides to drop the
proposal to build the airport at Parandur, Pannur
is the only alternative for now. “But then, passen-
gers will have to wait another eight or nine years
because the government will have to yet again re-
ceive all the approvals and complete construc-
tion. Politicians come and go, but it is the passen-
gers who suffer at the end of the day,” he adds.

The importance of an airport

Industry representatives say airports are no lon-
ger just transit points; they have evolved into eco-
nomic anchors that attract investments and drive
large-scale commercial, business, and residential
development. They add that when companies
consider investing in a city, the quality of its air-
port and cargo infrastructure is a key factor in
their decision-making.

Ganapathi Ramachandran, entrepreneur and
board member of The Southern India Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (SICCI), says it is evi-
dent that a modern, state-of-the-art airport with
strong connectivity is crucial for attracting invest-
ments in business parks, logistics hubs, hospital-
ity, the MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences,
and Exhibitions) sector and tourism, and is vital
for the State’s development. Tamil Nadu should
expedite the implementation of the Parandur air-
port project or, at the very least, pursue an alter-
native option and implement it soon, he says. He
believes that any further delay will only prove
costly for the State’s development.

“The youth of today are different,” Ramachan-
dran explains. “With every passing decade, they
have a new demand. Tamil Nadu, with its advan-
tages such as a large talent pool, can attract major
companies and benefit from robust aviation in-
frastructure and improvements in social infras-
tructure. Unless a city is vibrant in every aspect,
it will be difficult to attract and retain young ta-
lent,” he says.

V.N. Shivashankar, senior vice-president of
SICCI, says Bengaluru and Hyderabad have wit-
nessed a remarkable transformation over the
past decade, with new modern airports playing a
significant role. “The city expands significantly;
better roads and infrastructure come up around
the airport zone, and areas that were previously
less popular begin to thrive,” he says.

Bengaluru, he says, is a perfect example of this
trend — it created an entirely new ecosystem, at-
tracted more firms to set up offices, and generat-
ed new opportunities for the State.

He adds, “Chennai cannot afford to lose out on
the second airport project, especially after com-
ing this far in terms of clearances and land
acquisition.”

sunitha.s@thehindu.co.in
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New drone survey r revives Aranmula airport debate

HD Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A fresh drone survey at the
proposed Aranmula airport
site has revived debate over
the abandoned project, with
landowner Abraham
Kalamannil expressing con-
fidence thatit can be imple-
mented.

Kalamannil, president of
the Aranmula Charitable
Trust and chairman of the
Mount Zion Group, said a
private
surveying company had

mapped parts of the project
area. He indicated that the
firm would return to con-
duct further measurements
and that an officially ap-
proved survey could be
arranged if required.

The exercise was not con-
ducted by the government
and does not constitute reg-
ulatory approval. Any at-
tempt to build an airport at
Aranmula would require a
new proposal, land-use per-
missions, environmental
clearance,
aviation approvals

and consultations with sev-

eral departmenits.
Kalamannil said he con-

trolled about 400 acres and

estimated that a

further 1,000

acres would be needed to
make the project viable. He
maintained that land acqui-
sition should avoid exten-
sive displacement

and should not

affect temples, churches or
other places of worship.

He also claimed that the
United Democratic Front
administration was recep-
tive to the proposal and
named Aranmula legislator
Abin Varkey and
Pathanamthitta MP Anto
Antony as leaders support-
ive of improving aviation ac-
cess to the district. Nofor-
mal government decision
approving the revival has
been announced.

Kalamannils
renewed push

has drawn opposition from
leaders and campaigners
associated with the decade-
long movement against the
airport. BJP leader
Kummanam Rajasekharan
said Aranmula’s terrain,
wetlands and exposure to
flooding made the location
unsuitable for a large avia-
tion project.

Rajasekharan alleged
that the survey could be in-
tended to increase the com-
mercial value of land accu-
mulated for the earlier
scheme. He said
an airport serving

Pathanamthitta could be
considered at less environ-

mentally sensitive locations,

including areas around
Kodumaon, rather than on
Aranmula’s paddy fields.
The original airport was
proposed as a private in-
ternational facility intended
to serve Pathanamthitta,
pilgrims travelling to
Sabarimala and expatriate
communities from central
Travancore. It was project-
ed across several hundred
acres near the Pampa river
and the
Aranmula Parthasarathy

Temple.

Mount Zion-linked inter-
ests had assembled a sub-
stantial portion of the land
before KGS Aranmula
International Airport Ltd
emerged as the project pro-
moter. Kalamannil was re-
ported to have sold more
than 200 acres o the com-
pany during the project’s
initial phase.

The plan received an in-
principle clearance from
the Kerala government in
2008, subject to the promot-
er acquiring sufficient land.
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Akasa Air stops
new NMIA to
Delhi service

FPJ News Service

MUMEBAI

The highly anticipated direct
aviation link between India’s
W0 newest mega-airports is
set to grind to a halt from
Saturday. Low-cost carrier
Akasa Air has abruptly
pulled the plug on its non-
stop service connecting
Noida International Airport
and Navi Mumbai
International Airport
(NMIA), just a formight after
the route’s launch. The airline
said the suspension is tem-
porary, with a tentative
resumption scheduled for
October L.

The suspension leaves
ravellers with no direct
flights between the burgeon-
ing economic hubs of Delhi-
NCR and Navi Mumbai,
Passengers wishing to fly
berween the two greenfield
airports will now have to opt
for multi-stop itineraries or
revert  the heavily con-
gested primary hubs of
Delhi's  Indira Gandhi
International Airport and
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport.

Akasa Alr said that it con-
tinuously optimises its net-
work and schedules based on
factors such as customer
demand, seasonality, oper-
atonal efficiencies and alr-
craft deployment. However,
industry insiders paint a
more complicated picture,
attributing the route’s com-
mercial unviability tw a
severe lack of last-mile infra-
structure. Aviation analysts in
Mumbai pointed out the pro-
hibitive cost of taxis from
Central Mumbai to the Ulwe-
based airport.
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IndiGo gets DGCA

warning letter

Aviation  waichdog  the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has issued a
warning letter to IndiGo for
lapses regarding the handling
of dangerous goods, according
to 4 regulatory filing on Friday.

The letter concerns cargo
spillage detected on the
ground following a flight's
arrival in January 2026
Subsequent audit findings
revealed deviations from stan-
dard operating procedures
(S0Ps) regarding provisions
underthe Alreraft (Carringe of
Dangerous Goods) Rules, 2026,

InterGlobe Aviation, the
parent company of IndiGo,
stated that as directed by the

DGCA, It

must submit
action taken report detailing

an

the corrective measures
implemented. Specific details
of the incident were not dis-
closed.

The airline stated that the
warning has no significant
impact on its financials, oper-
ations, ar other activities,

Strict norms povern the
handling and carriage of dan-
gerous goods in afreraft to
ensure safety.
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