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Centre clears 2,169 cr for Ahmedabad metro airport link

Dur Bureau
hrmadabad

Ahmedabad’s airportis set o
get long-awaited metro con-
nectivity after the Union
Cabiner on Toesday ap-
proved a £2,169 crore project
o extend the metro network
to the Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa

tel Imternational Airport,
closing a gap in the city's
urban transport infrastrue-
ture.

The 6-km extension will
provide direct metro access
to the airport, which has re-
mained outside the city’s rail

transit network, despite the
rapid expansion of metro
services across Ahmedabad
and Gandhinagar in recent
vears. The project is expec-
ted to improve connectivity
for passengers, airport em-
plovees and daily commurers
while reducing the depend-
ence on road transport for
access to one of Gujarar’s
busiest transport hubs.

The approved Phase 2(A)
of the Ahmedabad Metro
Rail Project will have a
length of 6,032 km with five
stations (four elevated and
one underground). On oper-
ationalisation of Phase 2{A),

Ahmedabad-Gandhinagar
will have 77.63 km of active
metro rail network. Stations
in the Phase 2(A) corridor
are Ashram Road, Koteshwar
Prachin Mandir, Sabarmari
River, Sardar Nagar and
Airport.

COMMERCIAL HUB

The airport link assumes sig-
nificance as Ahmedabad con-
tinues to emerge as 4 major
commercial and investment
destination, with growing
passenger traffic and in-
creasing movement between
Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar
and GIFT City.

A direct metro connection
is expected to integrate air
travel more closely with the
region’s expanding public
transport  network.  While
metro services have expan-
ded across key residential,
commercial and  instiru-
tional corridors, wravellers
heading to the airport have
largely depended on private
vehicles, taxis and buses.

The new corridor is expec-
ted to offer a faster travel op-
tion, while supporting
broader efforts to encourage
the use of public transport
and reduce congestion on
roads leading to the airport.
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(China wins
$2.9b Kenya
airport deal

—
Press Trust of India
Mew Dethi

Kenya has awarded a $2.9 bil-
lion contract to China Com-
munications Construction
Co (CCCC) to expand and
modernise Nairobi’s Jomo
Kenyatta International Air-
port (JKIA), marking a re-
turn to large-scale Chinese-
backed infrastructure devel-
opment nearly two years
after the collapse of a pro-
posed deal with Adani
Group,

The contract wvalue is
roughly 50 per cent higher
than Adani Growp's pro-
posed airport  concession,
which was estimated at
about 82 billion before being
scrapped by President Wil-
liam Ruto's government in
November 2024 amid polit-
ical opposition, legal chal-
lenges and public scrutiny,
sources said.



AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 12 JUNE 2026

- Prestige to build 1,800 cr

convention centre at
Bangalore Airport City

—
Siddhi Patil

Bengaluru

Realry major Prestige Group
has partnered with Bangalore
Airport City Lid (BACL) to
set upa 14.2 acre convention
centre and commercial space
within the Bangalore Air;lzm-t
City premises. Prestige plans
o invest approximartely
T1,800 crore in the project by
2027, with formal inangura-
tion targeted for 2031.

The project comes as air-
ports increasingly seek to
transform themselves into
integrated business and life-
style destinations rather than
mere transit hubs,

Similar airport-city devel-
opments have emerged
around Delhi’s Aerocity and
GMR Aerocity Hyderabad,
combining offices, hotels, re-

tail and entertainment
spaces,
The development will add

a convention and exhibition

centre, premium retail and
culmural spaces, alongside
two hospitality properties
operated by St Regis and
Marriotr Marquis, together
offering around 500 rooms.

GLOBAL STANDARDS

The plan is being conceprual-
ised by the New York-based
international  architectural
firm Kohn Pedersen Fox
(KPF), celebrated for global
projects suchas the Zayed In-
ternational Airport in Abu
Dhabi and the ongoing Ter-
minal 5 expansion ar Singa-
pore’s Changi Airport.

Hari Marar, Managing Dir-
ector and CEO of Bangalore
International Airport, noted,
“With this convention
centre, we'll see some really
high-quality global events
coming here, which means
that more and more Fortune
500 companies will establish
their offices here.”

Thewriter isan intern
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China firm secures
$2.9 bn Kenya Airport
deal after Adani fallout

Kenya has awarded a 2.9 billion contract to
China Communications Constmuction Co to
expand and modernise Nairobi's Jomo Ke-
myatta International Airport (JEIA), marking
a retum to lange-scale Chinese-hacked 1nfra-
structure development nearly twoyvears after
the collapse of a proposed deal with India’s
Adani Group, The contract value is roughly
50 per cent higher than Adani Group's pro-
posed airpon concession, which was esti-
mated at about %2 billion before being
serapped by President William Runo's govermn-
mient in November 2024 amid political op

position, legal challenges and public scratiny,
sources said. The deal was cancelled in Nao-
vember zo24, following mounting pressure
on President William Ruto amid global alle-
gations raized by the US Department of Jus-
tice against the group (which Adani denied).
Recently, the US Department of Justice
cloged the matter, citing a lack of conclusive
evidenoe, bringing the episode toa close from
i legal standpoint. HEWTERS
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Prestige Group to
Invest 1,800 cr
in Project at
Bengaluru
Airport City

Our Bureau

Bengaluru: The Prestige Group
will invest around 1,800 croreina
mixed-use development compris-
ing business, hospitality and en-
tertainment facilities within Ben-
galuru Airport City, the realty de-
veloper said.

The project will include a conven-
tion and exhibition centre that can
accommodate about 8,000 people,
luxury hotels, premium office
spaces, as well as retail, food and
beverage and lifestyle offerings, the
company said in anews release.
= Construction is ex-

pected to begin in
:‘r;{'e:: :’ early 2027, with the
canvention deve]opment form-
andexhibit- NEa key compone-
jon centre, nt of tl:le ]ontg—tgrm

expansion of Ben-
luxuryhotels - Juru Airport Cit-
y’'s mixed-use urban ecosystem, the
company said. The broader develop-
ment will include premium office
spaces and experience-led retail
zones, designed to create a work, stay
and leisure environment within the
airport corridor, the company said.

The project is being developed in
partnership with Bangalore Inter-
national Airport Ltd. “The next
phase of urban growth will be de-
fined by the ability to create destina-
tions that bring together enterprise,
talent and ideas at scale,” said Ban-
galore International Airport chief
executive Hari Marar.
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Noida Airport
nears LIFTOFF

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: With just days lefi
belore the commencement of
commerchal lli.h;ht operations,
Nuoida International Airport
[MIA} successfully carried out
a full-scale airerafl irnaround
trial with an IndiGo aircraft as
part of its Operational Readi-
ness, Activation and Transition
(ORAT) programme.

An IndiGo alrcralt operat-
frig as flight 6E-5601 recently
{lew from Delhi and arrved at
the atrport for the trial exer-
cise. Arrport officials said the
aircrafl performed two missed-
approach validations before
making its first touchdown on
Rumway 28.

Following a series of oper-
ational checks, the aireraft
landed again at 10 @m and
departed for Delhi at 11.45
am after completing the tum-
around process.

The exercise focused on val-
{dating the airport’s Required
Mavigation Performance
(RNP) procedures and [nstris-

ment Landing System (ILS),
both critical for safe aircraft
operations, particularly dur-
ing adverse weather conditions.

Oificials also tested arrival
and departure procedures,
ground handling systems, pas-
senger boarding mfrastructiee,
baggage handling, catering
operations, carge movement
and coordination among mul-
tiple stakeholders.

According to the airport
uperator, the trial assessed the
{unetonality of key systems
siich as Visual Docking Guid-
ance Systems (VIMGS), pas-
senger boarding bridges and
ground power units while also
evaluating refuelling and air-
craft servicing operations.

Commercial [light opera-
tions al the greenfield atrport
in Jewar are scheduled 1o begin
on June 15, with IndiGo set to
become the launch carrier. The
airline will initially connect
the atrport to several domestic
destinations, while additional
services by other carriers are
expected in the coming weeks.
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Noida Airport conducts full-scale
turnaround trlal w1th Inleo

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Noida

Noida International Airport
on Wednesday said it has
successfully conducted a
full-scale aircraft turn-
around trial as part of its
operational readiness, acti-
vation and transition (ORAT)
programme ahead of the
commencement of com-
mercial operations.

According to a statement
issued by the airport, the
trial was conducted on June
9 in collaboration with
IndiGo and key airport part-
ners to simulate a com-
plete aircraft turnaround
process on the airside.

The greefield airport is set
to commence commercial
operations with domestic
flights from June 15.

The exercise tested coor-
dination between various
systems, processes and
stakeholders, including crit-
ical airport infrastructure,
such as visual docking guid-
ance systems (VDGS), pas-
senger boarding bridges
and ground power systems.

VDGS is an automated
airport display system to
guide pilots to safely and
precisely park their aircraft
at the terminal gate.

The trial also covered
integrated baggage han-
dling, cargo operations,
in-flight catering and
other ground handling
activities, while refuelling
scenarios were evaluated
as part of operational pre-
paredness, the statement
said. Re-validation of the

Instrument Landing
System (ILS) and Required
Navigation Performance
(RNP) approach proce-
dures was also carried
out during the exercise,
it added.

The airport said the turn-
around trial was part of a
series of advanced ORAT
exercises aimed at ensuring
seamless coordination
across operational inter-
faces before the start of
commercial operations.
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Metro extension till airport
gets Union Cabinet approval

Times News NETwoRK

Ahmedabad: The Union Ca-
binet on Wednesday appro-
ved Phase 2(A) of the Ahmed-
abad Metro Rail project —an
extension running from Ko-
teshwar to Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel International Air-
port. The project cost is esti-
mated tobe Rs 2,169 crore.

The corridor will have fi-
ve stations: Ashram HRoad
(Motera), Koteshwar Pra-
chin Mandir, Sabarmati Ri-
ver, Sardarnagar, and Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional Airport. Four of these
will be elevated, and one un-
derground.

The line will provide a di-
rectraillink between the city
and the airportfor the first ti-
me, connecting it also to rail-
way stations and commercial
hubs along the route.

The extension takes the
combined Ahmedabad-
Gandhinagar metro network
to 77.6km. Officials said the
new corridor is expected to
ease congestion on key arte-
rial roads leading to the air-
port and reduce travel times
across the city’s northern

AHMEDABAD

SVPI Airpart 8

stretches — areas that cur-
rently lack high-capacity pub-
lic transit.

The project also carries
weight ahead of two forthco-
ming international events:
the World Police Games 2029
and the Commonwealth Ga-
mes 2030, both of which will
require reliable airport con-
nectivity at scale.

Bevond mobility, officials

project wider economic bene-
fits — improved access to un-
derserved residential and
commercial areas, stimulus
to local businesses, and sup-
port for tourism.

The project is expected to
generate approximately 2,000
jobs during peak construc-
tion and around 500 positions
in operation and maintenan-
ce.
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KIA to undertake taxiway
upgrade work from July 9

Tines NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
is set to begin an airside in-
frastructure upgrade, with
construction work on a new
western cross-field taxiway
system scheduled to run
from July 9 to Nov 5. While
passengers may not notice
changes inside terminals,
airlines, pilotsand air traffic
controllers are preparing for
months of operational ad-
justments as the airport un-
dertakes the project.

The works form part of
phase 2 of the airport’s wes-
tern cross-field taxiway pro-
ject, which aims to improve
aireraft movement across
the airfield and enhance
long-term runway capacity.
Experts say the new system
will allow aircraft to move
between different parts of
the airport without crossing
active runways, reducing
congestion and improving
operational efficiency.

The construction will be
executed in five sub-phases,
each carrying varying levels

of operational impact. The
most critical period will be
between July 9 and July 16,
when key taxiway exits H9
and H10 on Runway 09R/27L
will be closed. During this
one-week phase, all departu-
res from Runway 09R will be
forced to use a single access
point, taxiway HS.

Industry sources said the
restrictions could create
challenges for wide-body air-
craft such as Boeing 777, Air-
bus A350 and Airbus A380.
“This is the most operatio-
nally sensitive phase of the
project. Airlines will have to
plan carefully, especially du-
ring peak traffic periods,” sa-
id an airport source.

Another component of
the project involves conver-
ting existing aircraft par-
king stands into a new taxi
lane. Between Aug 23 and
Sept 6, three aircraft stands
in southern apron area will
be removed and transformed
into a new taxiway segment
known as B3, Several par-
kingpositions and servicela-
nes could experience delays
during construction period.
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Flyer held at IGI with
T2.4-crore marijuana
New Delhi: Customs at IGI
Airport has arrested an Indi-
an passenger who arrived
from Bangkok on June 9 and
tried tosmuggle 6.9 kg mariju-
ana. The estimated value of
the seized contraband is aro-
und Rs 2.4 crore.

Customs officials said the
passenger was intercepted at
Terminal 3 on the basis of pro-
filing. “During X-ray screening
and detailed examination of
the passenger’'s baggage, eight
palythene pouches containing
green-coloured narcotic sub-
stance suspected to be marijua-
na were recovered from a
black-coloured trolley bag,” sa-
id a senior official. The official
added that the recovered sub-
stance weighed 6,939.5 grams
and, upon testing, it tested posi-
tive for marijuana. ™
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‘Air India following mdustry practices in accident compensation’

—
Our Bureau
ol rrvbad

Ajr India said it is following
industry practices in acci-
dent compensation process
after being accused of coer-
cion by the families
of Ahmedabad air crash vic-
tims.

Air India said the families
are not being pressurised to
accept ifs compensation
offer in a stpulated time
frame while defending its
actions.

The airline gave this justi-
fication ina letrer to Radhika
Mishra, daughter of former
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani, who died
in the Boeing 787 accident in
Ahmedabad last June.

The aircraft, bound for

London, ecrashed shortly
after take off, resulting in the
death of 241 persons, includ-
ing passengers and crew
members.

In a complaint to Tama
Sons Chairman N Chandra-
sekaran, Mishra said families
were being asked to waive
their right to pursue claims
against the airline and third
parties to receive final com-
pensation from the airline.
Seeking transparency, she
said the accident investiga-
tion is still not complete, and
families of the victims are
waiting for answers.

In its response to Mishra,
Air India said it is following
standard industry practice
used in the compensation
process.

“The wording in the re-
ceipt, discharge and indem-

MO AIRS. The families of Ahmedabad crash victims are not
being pressurised to accept its compensation offer, said Air India

nity document mirrors the
usual approach commonly
taken by airlines, both inter-
nationally and in India, in
such circumstances,” said
the airline. “Air India has no

interest  whatsoever  in
shielding any third parties
from their legal liahil-
ity. However, in such acci-
dents, where passengers or
their families seek compens-

ation directly from third
parties such as equipment
manufacturers, these third
parties often pursue claims
against the airline. As such,
the reason for the broad
wording is only to ensure
that sertlements of final
compensation are indeed fi-
nal, and to protect Air India
from receiving any direct
claims [from other family
members] or indirect claims
[from equipment manufac-
turers, suppliers] in the fu-
ture, despite families having
entered into a final sertle-
ment with Air India,” it said.

BOEING SUED
Air India has been dragged to
courts in the UK over the air
crash.

Plane maker Boeing has
been sued by the family

members of crash victims. A
final investigation report on
what caused the accident is
srill awaired.

‘NO DEADLINE"

Air India has said there is ab-
solutely no deadline or pres-
sure on any family or indi-
vidual to accept its offer
within a ser timeframe.
“Families are entirely free to
wait until the investigation
report has been released as
some have chosen to do,” it
said,

An interim compensation
of ¥25 lakh has been paid to
96 per cent of the families.
The remaining cases are
primarily those where docu-
mentation is incomplete or
where there are ongoing
family disputes, said Air
India.
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LU'DAN seaplane
services from

June 22 with Kochi
to Lakshadweep ops
e

Our Bureau
New Dedhi

The long-awaited seaplane
services under the UDAN
scheme are likely to com-
mence on June 22 with oper-
ations between Kochi and
Agarti in Lakshadweep ex-
pected to be inangurated by
Civil Aviation Minister Ram-
mohan Naidu, sources told
bustnessline.

According to sources, the
final security clearances for
the project have been re-
ceived, paving the way for
the launch of commercial
seaplane operations in the is-
land territory.

“Civil Aviation Minister
Rammohan Naidu is likely to
inaugurate the long-awaited
services as final security
clearances have been re-
ceived,”  according to
SOUICES,
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UDAN seaplane service likely to
commence operations on June 22

LAKSHADWEEP LINK. SkyHop set to launch Kochi-Agatti service; Civil Aviation Minister expected to inaugurate

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The long-awaited seaplane
services under the regional
connectiviry scheme
(UDAN) are likely to com-
mence on June 22, with oper-
ations between Kochi and
Agarti in Lakshadweep ex
pected to be inaugurated by
Civil Aviarion Minister Ram-
mohan Naidu, sources told
businessline.

Final security clearances
for the project have now
been received, paving the
way for the launch of com-
mercial seaplane operations
in the island territory, they
said.

The development follows
4 recent communication re-
viewed by businessline, in

GREEN SIGNAL. Final security clearances for the project have
naw been received

which the Burean of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) re-
commended thar seaplane
operations in Lakshadweep
be permitted under a secur-
ity framework similar to that
applicable tw  helicopter
operations.

“The operations of sea-
planes from Lakshadweep is-
lands may be undertaken on
the lines of helicopter opera-
tions already taking place

under the control of State
police security and arrange-
ments in other places of In-
dia,” the communication
stated.

However, the document
also caotioned that the
unique nature of seaplane
operations and water aero-
dromes could resultin delays
owing to security and infra-
STrUCTUre requirements.

“Standardisation of water

aerodrome security ar par
with regular civil aviation op-
erations, therefore, would

Lémre a range of measures

technologies designed to
ensure the saferyand protec-
tion of seaplanes and associ-
ated facilities,” the docu-
ment said.

The communication fur-
ther clarified thar the relaxa-
tion is being considered a
location-specific  measure
and is applicable only to sea-
plane operations in
Lakshadweep.

SECURITY REVIEW

Besides, BCAS noted thar
while it is in the process of
formulating comprehensive
security requirements for
seaplane operations and wa-
ter aerodromes across the
country, the unique con-

nectivity needs of the island
territory warrant an interim
arrangement,

Accordingly, it recom-
mended that seaplane ser-
vices in Lakshadweep be per-
mitted under  security
arrangements  similar o
those applicable to heli-
copter operations until a
broader regulatory frame-
work is put in place.

Furthermore, sources said
that SkyHop Aviarion will
operate the services under
the UDAN scheme.

Recendy, SkyHop Awi-
ation received its Air Oper-
ator Certificate (AQC).

businessline was the first to
report in April that SkyHop
Aviation was expected o re-
ceive its flying licence after
successfully completing reg-
ulatory trials.
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—
Awvinash Mair
Ahrmedabad

A year after the Air India
Boeing 787 «ecrash in
Ahmedabad claimed 260
lives, a pilots” body has ques-
tioned the faimess and divec-
tion of the investigation, al-
leging thar key evidence is
not being followed and
lapses in the probe are fuel-
ling speculation instead of
closure.

The Federation of Indian
Pilots (FIP} on Thorsday
said critical questions sur-
rounding the disaster remain
unanswered, citing “invest-
igarive gaps" ranging from
the delayed examination of
the sole survivor to concerns
over the handling of tech-
nical evidence.

According to FIP Presid-
ent Captain CS Randhawa,

TRANSPARENCY CALL. FIF urged investigators to prioritise
accuracy over timelines before releasing any final findings

Vishwash Kumar Ramesh,
the lone survivor of the
crash, was formally inter-
viewed by investigators only
about 10 months after the
accident.

TECHNICAL EVIDENCE

The federation questioned
whether all available tech-
nical evidence, including air-
craft communication mes-

transmitted before
departure, had been ad-
eqguately examined and
whether sufficient independ-
ent aviation experts had
been involved in the probe.
“We are almost complet-
ing one yvear, and there is still
no conclusion, We have been
unable to investigate a flight
that crashed seconds after
take-off. So much time and

sages

effort has gone into the
probe, vet there is no finality.
Investigators are expected to
ghare a draft report 30-50
days before the final report
but till date no draft has been
circulated,” Randhawa said
during an inreraction with
mediapersons in Ahmedabad
on Thursday.

He guestioned the de-
cision to send the aircraft’s
two black boxes to the US for
analysis, alleging that it con-
tradicted claims that India
possessed the capability to
decode and examine flight
recorders domestically.

“We have informed the
Ministry that this is not a fair
investigation that is happen-
ing, and time and again
things are being done in an
inappropriate manner,
which is leading to specula-
tion, and investigations are
not proceeding as per the

evidence given," the FIP
President said. He said FIP
officials will meet the famil-
ies of those killed inthe crash

on Friday.

TECHNICAL FINDINGS
The pilots’ body also alleged
that Aircraft Communica-
tions Addressing and Re-
porting System messages
transmitted by the aircraft
shortly before departure had
not been adequately ad-
dressed in the preliminary
findings. According to Rand-
hawa, several messages were
sent  approximately 15
minutes before take-off, but
there was no mention of
them in the preliminary re-
port. Another concern
flagged by the federation
concerned the composition
of the investigation team.
Randhawa alleged that the
inquiry had not sufficiently

Ahmedabad crash probe not fair’, says pilot association

relied on independent sub-
ject matter experts, despite
the technical complexity of
the ecrash, and questioned
the presence of officials from
the aviation regulator on the
investigation board.

Randhawa cautioned

inst releasing any interim
ﬁiinngs bﬁrf::-r;_'Lg the investig-
ators reach a definitive con-
clusion.

“An interim report at this
stage will only add o confu-
sion and fuel further specu-
lation,” he said, adding thar
the Federation u-f' Indian Pi-
lots had urged both the gov-
ernment and the AIIR to re-
frain from issuing a partial
report.

“If investigators need
more time to establish the
facts, the final report can be
delayed. Accuracy is more
important than meeting a
timeline,” he said.
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Air India crash report may take a few

more months to complete: Sources

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Dalhi

The final investigation re-
port into the Air India AT171
crash may take another two
to three months to be com-
pleted, sourees familiar with
the probe told businessline.

“The investigation is well
on track for a comprehensive
report. Itwill be placed in the
public domain following all
due processes. Nothing will
be kept in the dark,” a source
close to the investigation
process said.

MORE TIME
A second source, familiar
with the developments, said
the final report is unlikely to
be ready by the first an-
niversary of the crash (June
12, 2026) and may reguire
another two to three months
before being completed.
“Owing to the West Asia

The investigation
is well on

track for a
comprehensive
report. It will be
placed in the public
domain following
all due processes

crisis, as well as other issues,
the probe has faced cerrain
challenges, bat it is well on
track,” the second source
said.

“The relevant anthorities
are monitoring the process
on a daily basis. However, a
complete  hands-off ap-
proach has been maintained
gince it is an independent
investigation.”

Notably, these comments
come as June 12 marks one
year since the Air India
AI171 accident, which has
been described as one of the

deadliest aviation disasters
in recent years.

Meanwhile, some industry
observers had expected that
autherities could issue either
a substantive update or the
final investigation report
around the first anniversary
of the accident.

However, sources familiar
with the process said there is
no intermational obligation
requiring investigators to
publish their final findings
exactly oneyear after anacei-
dent.

As per established global
aviation investigation prac-
tices, agencies are encouor-
aged to release a final report
within 12 months wherever
practical.

INQUIRY IN PROGRESS

If the inquiry remains in pro-
ress, sources said then the
investigators may instead
provide an update on the
status of the investigation

and the work completed so
far. At present, sources said
investigators are continuing
to examine all available evid-
ence and remain focused on
ensuring that the final report
is thorough, evidence-based
and technically rigorous be-
fore its release.

Till now, the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) has maintained thar
the inquiry into the AI171
crash remains active.

Earlier, the AAIR had clari-
fied in its preliminary report
that the observations con-
tained in the document were
based on evidence available

ar thar stage of the
investigation.
The preliminary investiga-

tion report into the Air India
AT171 crash has revealed
that both engines of the Boe-
ing 787-8 aircraft shut down
within seconds of take-off,
leading to the fatal aceident
that claimed 260 lives.
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A-Icrash
final report
could be
delayed

REUTERS
11 Juing

Investigators are
expected todelay lssuing
a final report info a
deadly Air India Boeing
787 crash by the one-vear
anniversary on Friday,
citing the need to com-
plete an analysis of the
plang’s engines, accord-
ing to a source with
knowledge of the matter,

The GE Aerospace-
made engines have been
at the centre of the probe
into the crash of the Air
[ndia plane shortly after
takecff from Ahmedabad
on June 12, 2025, which
killed 260 people in the
wiorlds deadliest air dis-
asterimacecade.

A preliminary report
released last vear showed
the 787 engine fuel con-
ol switches  moved
almost  simultaneously
from "RUNT (1]
“CUTOFF,” starving both
engines of fuel shortly
afverthe flight took off.

Investigators  con-
clucted engine testing In
Aprl and visited France
last month as part of an
analyzis of the engine
management unit, the
sourcetold Rewters onthe
condition of anomymity.

Earlier on Thursday,
Bilnornberm Mews reported
the final report into the
crashwasexpected within
three months  once
studies of the engines,
which had been sent o
the US for examination,
were concluded. Under
International rules, a final
report 15 due "I possibie”
withinavearofanaccident,
b sometimes investion-
tionstake longer, soifthatis
not completed, an interim
staterment should beissued
on  each  anniversary,
Renters first reported Tast
month that Indian offi-
clals were preparing an
interim  report  rather
than a final one ahead of
the first anniversary
becanse the investigation
was deemed complex
ancl time-consuming,
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KIAs green blueprint

SHALIMI RAJNEESH

he theme of this year's
T'n'.'nﬂd Environment Day

i5 ‘Inspired by nature.
For climate. For our futre,
Accordingly, there is 0 necd
Tor all to draw inspiration [rom
ature’s sustminalsliy, protect
theenvironment, and safegiand
o furture.

On this occasion, it i ap-
propriate that we adopt some
st practices. Therefore, | am
pleased o share with you the
success sory of the water man-
agement pracrices implement-
ed nrthe Kemipegowda fnterna:
tional Airport, Bengaluru.

As the workd nocelerates w-
wird net-rero mrgets, the avia
o sector fimds iesel ata oross-
mads, Globally, airports are
Ao g pressure o reduce
emisskons, oprimise resources,
and integrate environmental
accountability into long-term
infrastructure planning. In
this context, sustainability is
i Jonger a peripheral consid-
eration; it has emerged as a de-
fining metrbe of relevance and
resilience. Our viskn is to grow
with responsibility, balancing
the approach of 3P - people,
planet and profit

At the Kempegowda Inter-
wational Awrport Bemgaluru,
sustabmability i not confined o
large infrastructure projects: it
is deeply embedided into every-
day practices and employes
behaviour, Guided by the vision
“Touich lives by nuriunng a sis-
taitable future through initia-
tives that deiveeconansie, secial
and environmental ransforma:

wioa. Our Sustainability Roadm-
u ubuﬂ:unm. llars:
Ip :uvrﬁmngg.w
w Neg- mmcarbmemm
w Community-aligned noise
ANAemenT
w Cireular economy
® Sustamable procurement
® Sustamable mobiliy

These pillars are supporied
L o core foundation valies
corparate socal responsibility
(CSR). behaviowral change and
compliance.

‘Water sewardship is a core
part of BIAL'S sustainahility
strateny. It has achieved a water
pastiviry index of 136, meaning
it replenishes more than mwice
thie water it consumes. This is
enabled through extensive rain:
water harvesting, wastewnater
recyching. amned sman waterman
agement technologies, which
rechice dependence on external
wiater sources and strengthen
resilignce in 4 water-stressed
region. The Bengalure airpart
recovers two-thirds of pomble
witer requirements through
the intemal rainwarer harvest-
ing systemns.

The Bengahure alrport be-
cams the first in Asia o achieve
netzero GHG emisskns | Scope
182), the highest Level 5 carbon

accreditaton under the Airports

Council Intermational (ACT) Air-
port Carbon Acereditation pro-
aramme. BIAL had achieved an
impressive 95.6% reduction in
itesenpe ] and 2 emissions, seven
years ahead of the imitial target
o 030, This early success was
driven by strong, management
commitment, collaborating
with the stkeholders, tran-
sithring 100% 1o renewable
clectricity, phased implemen-
tation of sustninable mobility
initiatives and implementing
years of energe-efficient infra-
STUCTure operations.

The airport i akio the first
Imdia v adapr the Taskforee on
Nature-related Financial Dis-
closures (TNFD). A biodiversi-
ty inddex of 518 strengthens our
commitment to biodiversity
comservation with a diverse ur-
banlandssige. o owr endepanr
toeremte workd-class infrastrue-
ture, we have preserved Fertile
topsoil which further suppores
o landscape development.

Proactively informing the
planming sty of the area
Tor incorporasing notse profiles
atthe planning stage enables fu-
turee developments o plan thelr
mitigarion messures, in lnewich
the mirpart’s vision of comamuni-
ty-aligmed noise manngement

Theairport hascommussaned
an in-house integrated solid
Iﬂ!lfﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬁmﬂlfﬂ“l‘!,
tng to zero waste to landflL The
airportssusmmatslicy approach
combines water resiience, emis-
sions reduction, and commuini
ty-conscious environmental
management ino & broader
roadmag thatintegratessstiin-
nbility o both infrastructure
ard everyday operations.

Trintegrated our strategic cone
Toundatsonal valoe of behaviowr-
al change - a sustninable trans-
farmatiom programme across
the arganization enabling the
{mplementation of sustaimatsll-
ty st i both professional amd
personal lives. Ths has facilicaed
n large amount of collaborative
working and stakehobder en-
ftagement under a unified pur-
pose whach has accelerated the
amport’s sistainabibity jouwmes.

The . hay spevesshully
translated i3 sustainability
strategy into pctionable, organ-
isarion-wide initiatives thar de-
livermeasurable environmental
and cultural impact. If such a
model is adopred by various in-
sartutions, India and Karnataka
will st face shorages of water
and electricity. Sclentific wasie
management imtiatives willen-
sure that thereis oo harm o the
environment whilealsepromo
ing biodiversity.

This year's World Environ-
meit Dy celebration can be
made mearingiul by incorpa-
ranng its principbes inw the
daily activitses and institutional
MANAECMENT Pracices

(Thewriter i the chigh
swcrotary, Government of
K
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MB Patil: Restore
B'luru-Shivamogga
Flights Under UDAN

Our Bureau

Bengaluru: Karnataka infras-
tructure development minister
MB Patil has urged the Centre to
include the Bengaluru-Shivamog-
ga air route in the next UDAN bid-
ding round to restore suspended
flight services.

— In a letter to Union
Suspension civil aviation minis-
hasaffected .. o Mohan Nai-
;’::;?:‘e"’ du, Patil said the

g route is crucial for
onward the economic and
domestic and tourism growth of
international the Malnad region
connections and parts of central
viaB'luru

Karnataka.

The Shivamogga Airport com-
menced operations in February
2023, following which IndiGo oper-
ated flights between Shivamogga
and Bengaluru. The service, how-
ever, has remained suspended for
the past few months, accordingtoa
statement from the infrastructure
development department.

Patil said air connectivity be-
tween the two cities is vital for sup-
porting the economic, agricultu-
ral, tourism and industrial growth
of districts such as Shivamogga,

Chikkamagaluru, Uttara Kanna-
da, Davanagere, Chitradurga and
Haveri. Thesuspension has also af-
fected passengers seeking onward
domestic and international con-
nections via Bengaluru, said the
statement.

The minister sought inclusion of
the route under the UDAN scheme
with support through the govern-
ment's Viability Gap Funding
(VGF) mechanism to improve its
commercial viability and facili-
tate the resumption of services.

Patil also said work onnight-land-
ing facilities at the Shivamogga
Airportis progressing rapidly and
that the required infrastructure is
already in place.

He urged the Centre to take early
steps to restore the service for the
benefit of theregion.
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‘Al ENGAGING WITH FAMILIES FOR FINAL SETTLEMENTS'

‘NearlyZ300crore

Given to Al Crash
Victims’ Families’

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Air India and Tata Sons
have disbursed nearly 2300 crore to
families affected by the AIIT1
crash ahead of the tragedy’s first
anniversaryondJunel2. Families
of 96% of thedeceased haverece-
ived Air India’s 225 lakh interim
compensation, while 91% have
received Tata Sons’ 21 crore ex-
gratia payment through the
AIl71 Memorial and Welfare
Trust, the airline said, as famili-
es wait for closure from the Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau (AA-
IB)report.

Air India also said 94% of those
injured on the ground have recei-
ved either interim or final com-
pensation, while discussions on fi-
nal settlements are underway.

The disaster, involving a Lon-
don-bound Boeing 787 Dreamli-
ner that crashed shortly after ta-
keoff from Ahmedabad, killed
241 of the 242 people on board and
several people on the ground, ma-
king it one of the worst aviation
accidents inIndia's history.

With most interim payments
completed, Air India has started
engaging families on final settle-
ments. “Families or individuals
have absolutely no deadline or
pressure to accept our offer wit-
hin a set timeframe,” the airline
said in astatement to ET.

According to the carrier, the re-
maining compensation cases are
largely linked to incomplete docu-
mentation, unresolved succes-
sionmattersor disputes amongfa-
milymembers. For third-partylia-
bilities, AirIndia said 94% of indi-
viduals injured on the ground
“have either got one time full and
final compensation or interim
compensation, based on the natu-
re of injury incurred and any loss
of livelihood.”

The compensation exercise has
progressed even as the formal in-
vestigation remains incomplete.
Nearly a year after the crash, the

FILE PHOTO

Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB)is yet torelease its
interim report into the accident,
with the findings expected to pro-
vide the first official account of
the sequence of events that led to
the crash.

The accident occurred at a criti-
calstage in Air India's transforma-
tion under Tata Group ownership,
placing the carrier under intense
scrutiny fromregulators, passeng-
ers and the global aviation indust-
1v. The investigation is also being
closely watched internationally
because it involved a Boeing 787,
one of the world's most widely
used long-haul aircraft.

Alongside compensation efforts,
Air India has continued the pro-
cess of returning personal be-
longings recovered from the
crash site. The airline said it ca-
talogued more than 22,000 items
with the help of an external spe-
cialist and has returned belong-
ingslinked to139of the187 decea-
sed passengers and crew inIndia
and the UK.

The carrier said all recovered
items underwent “multiple layers
of checking” before being handed
over tofamilies. Itadded thatall di-
gital devices recovered from the
wreckage were subject to manda-
tory screening by Indian authori-
ties. Of the 25 devices recovered, 16
have been returned sofar.
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Oneyear after AI171 crash, safety reforms reshape Air India

Repurt tomiss deadlinewith
GE engines probe pending

HITIH EUMAR
k AKBARMERCHANT
Hew Delhi/Mumbai, kene 11

OME YEAR AFTER Adr India
flight Al17 1 crashed shortly
after take-off from Ahmed-
abad, killing 241 people
onboard, theairine and avia
tion regu latorrs say A series of
measures introduced since the
accident have st reng thened
oversight of alrcraft opera
tions, fleet rebiability and crew
fatipuemanagement

Theoash, one of the dead-
liest aviation accicents oy
Ing an Ind lan earrler in recent
decades, prompted height
ened scrutiny of Air India's
operations a nd accelerated
repulatory efforts to
sl rmgth en silety monforing
across the sectorn

For Air India, the aceident

cameata cructal stape mthe
Tata Group’s turnaround of
the airline. ‘Whilke [leet
renewal and network expan
sion wer e already underway,
safety and operational relia
bility moved to the cenire af
the trans formation cffort fiol
lowing the crash,

The aicline uwndertook
detadled inspections of its Boe
ing TB7-B and TE7-9 fleet
under the supervision of the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), while intro
ducing ad ditional pre-flight
checks and  maintenance
reviews. Acconding to Alr Indla,
the inspections did not iden
tifyany safety concems. Sopa
rate inspections of fuel contm]
switch mechanisms on Boeing
737 and Boeing 787 aircraft
alsoyielded nofindings.

Since then, the carrier has

AFTERMATH 'DF THE ACCIDENT

= &ir India
undertook detailed
inspections of its
Boeing 787 -8 and
TE7-Fileat under
DGCA's supervision |8

® The aiding
expanded its risk-
based audit
framework, with
its Delhi hub now |8
undergaing audits
Iwi:ug _un.'lqr ‘I.ié

mFollawing the

crash, the DGCA
ordered enhanced
inspactions of Air
Indlia’s Boeing
T&7 fleet

uThe regulator

has since

accelerated

. implementation of
safaty

management
system (S5
oversght in line
with global
practices

expanded flect rellability pro

gl.'ﬂ mmes a IH’J III.E\'.JF':IL“’-'“ el
more than 35 engineeringand
rr|'u|.1i.|':l.‘}' improvements into
its Boaing 787 retrofit pro-
grammie, It has alvo strength-

encd maintenance planning
and spare- partssupport aimed
at reducing technical disrup-
tions and improving aircraft
availability.

The response extended

beyond atroaft operations Air
Innckia said it deployed a net-
work of 265 psychologists to
support employees and their
families in the aftermath of
the accident, while more than

) abin orw members
mecelved structured mental
healthassistance. The abrfine ha
also expanded its risk-based
auclit framework, with s Delh
hub now undergoing audits
twiee a year and other stations
andited annually

Following the cmash, the
DGCA  ondered enhanced
Inspections ofAlrindia’s Bosing
87 fleet covering engine mon -
s, fuel monitoring systems,
hydlmulic spstems md take-off
pammeters, Additional pre
departure checks were also
mandated for flights origimat
iy frcam Indlila

The regulator has since
aelemted implementaton of
L‘.I.h‘l.'l:f JIMMFI‘HHH 5!.'1.|L'I'I:I
{585} oversight in line with
plobalpractices, placinggmeater
omphasis on risk identification

anid safed yenonifonng,

INVEST IGATORS WILL
MIS5 Friday's one-year
deadline to explain why an
Arr Indip jetliner cras hed
right after mhkeoff be@use
an examimation of the Boe-
ing plane’sengines inthe US
still needs to be completad,
according to people familiar
with the matter.

Instead, India’s Aircraft
Acrldent Investigation
Burcauwill likelyissue asta
tus report this week foansed
on the reasons behind the
delay, the people said Afinal
J'I'FIDII s !|1I.“J'! I.'!firl."l'll'd
within three months, the

people sakd, asking not to be
named because the infor
mation is confidential.

Studies of the GE Aero
space engines should be
oncluded h} then, The
eamination is occurring in
the US because there are
only a few places globally
that can dismantle engines
property and have thenoces
sarytools todo so, meofthe
people said. Flight Al 171
aashed june 13, 3025, just
32 seconds after lfting of f
from Ahm edabad en route
for London,

—BLOOMBE RG
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The Air Canada story: 7 years,
over 900 tlights and no licence

=

FPJ News Service
MILTRIELAS

Air Canada pilot Geoffrey
Wall has been charged with
flving tens of thousands of
passengers over nearly 17
vears using a fake pilot’s
licence, according to Cana-
dian police.

He was arrested on June |
after investigators alleged he

commanded more than 800
domestic and international
flights between 2008 and
2025 without obtaining the
required licence or complet-
ing mandatory testing, CNN
reports. “This investigation
and the details surrounding it
read like a movie script,” Peel
Regional Police Deputy Chief
Milinovich said in Ontario.
“{Wall) rose to the position of

pilot in command where for
almost 17 years they flew
Boeing 767s, 777, and 787s."
while earning nearly 53 mil-
lion Canadian dollars (more
than $2 million US dollars)
salary. The case has drawn
comparisons to the 2002 film
Caich Me If You Can, in which
a teenager successfully poses
asa PanAm pilot
CONTIMUED ON NATION

The Air Canada...

Police said Wall held a commercial pllot licence
throughout his 2%year career ar Alr Canada but
never possessed the Aidine Transport Pilot License
for Aeroplanes (ATPL-A) required after his proma-
Han to captain in 2008

“This is very similar to a doctor that is licensed o
practice family medicine but is doing brain surgery
in their office;” Milinovich sald. “Theres additional
requirements and regulations to professional desig-
nathons that exist for a reason”

“We believe the accused misrepresented his
qualifications to both his emplover and the regula-
tor,” Milinovich said.

Investigators said a routine review of Walls cre-
dentials in 2025 uncovered “mnomalies. within the
pilot license documentation,” prompting Air
Canada 1o alert regulstors.

Wall retired in 2025 before the regulatory and
criminal investigation, known as Project learus,
began [n January,

CNN said it was unable to immediately identify a
lawyer representing Wall.

Air Canada stressed that Wall was a licensed
commercial pilot and had repeatedly demonstrated
his ahility to safely operate large airerafi.

“Sufety was not compromised by this incident
because all pilots at Air Canada undergo mandatory
recurrent training every six months to validate their
flying competency, including a flight check with a
certified Transport Canada check-pilot every 12
months,” the airline said in a statement posted on
Monday

“However, appropriate Beensing is an essential
laver of the airline industry’s multi-layered
approach to safety, so Air Canada takes this marter
with utmost seriousness.” the airline went on o say.

Police said Wall has been fined by Transport
Canada and faces seven eriminal charges, including
frand over 35000, two counts of uttering forged
documents and three counts of possession of a
counterfelt mark. He is scheduled to appear in court
on June 26, 2026,
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AI-171: A year on, no cause, no closure

Neha LM Tripathl and
Maulik Pathak

lettersghindustantimes com

NEW DELHI/AHMEDABAD: The
Ajrcraft Accident Investigation
Bureau is expected to release a
status update on Friday on its

tian into the crash of Air
India Night 171, nearty a year after
the accident. afficials who asked
i o be named said. Bug the doc-
ument will not establish what
brought the aircraft down, with
the exarmination of its engmes still
undervay.

The vpdate will set out the
work completed snd the areas stll
under examination, and little
beyond that, by their account.
What it will not do is settle the
guestion the past year has been
lought over: whether the fuel to
both engines was cut by human
hand or by & fault in the aircraft.
It should not be seen as a docu-
ment that will establish the
cause,” o ministry official said.
The Federation of Indian Filats
urged the civil aviation ministry
nod o issoe it at all, warning that
an update again stopping short of
the cawse would only deeper the
confusion.

What is known is narrow.
ART ifted off from Ahmedabad
a little after henehtime on June 12
last year, bound for London Gat-
wick with 242 aboird In the listof
the roughly thirty seconds it
stayed in the air, the codkgpit voice
revonder caugeht one pilot aski
the other why they cut off fuel to
engine; and the other said he
hadnt. "In the cockpit voice
recording, one of the pilots is
heard asking the other why did he
cutoll. The other pilot resporded
that he did not do so,” the AAIB
prefiminary released in
July stated Both engines lost
power and the Bocing 75748 came
down anto the hostel canteen of
B Medical College, where stu-
dents were eating. The crash
el 241 of the 242 on board and
19 on the ground. One passenger
survived. The preliminary repori,
a month later, recorded the
exchange and went no further —
no cause momed, neither voioe
idemtified.

The contest over what hap-
pemed has run outward from that
one exchange. O one side are the
pilots’ representatives, who have
argued from the first weeks that
the crew is being made o answer
for-a fault in the aircraft. On the

AAIB'S UPDATE
WILLSET OUT THE
WORK COMPLETED
AND THE AREAS
STILL UNDER
EXAMINATION

other are Western investigntors:
aocording to the talian daily Cor-
riere della Sera, experts with
acress to the hlack-box data con-
cluded the captain “almost cer
tainly” moved both switches o
cuntolf after tubeofd, while the first
officer, who was lying, tried to
recover the aircraft. The Federa-
tion of Indian Pilots, which has
pane o the Supreme Court fora
Judicial probe, rgects that resd-
ing. “Itis oo premature to blxmse
the pilots,” its t, CS Han-
dhawa, said. Mike Andnews of the
US kaw firm Beasley Allen, acting
for more than 150 victims, pointed
to the early deployment of the
Rixm Air Turbine — an cmergency
device that spins up only on total
loss of engrine povwer — as a sigm of
possible wechnical faol. “IF the
camse was clear, there would be
nio delay in the report,” he said.
The last outstanding stepis an
examination of the cngines by GE
Aetospace in Ohio, and officials
say the report cannot be issued
until itis
While the cause stays open,
families have been asked totreat
the matter as closed. HT has seen
1 Receipt, Discharge and Indem-
nity form, part of Air lndis's final
compensation, under which #35
lakh is treated as full and final —
releasing not only Air India but
Boeing. GE Aerospace, Safran,
Honeywell, sovernment sgencies
and the airport operstor from lia-
bility, before any finding has
stahlished what those partics did
or failed to do. Air India said the
affer carried no deadline and was
upmwuﬂfandhﬁwhnplﬂcmad
ot 1o wait for the i bor
Muktiben Vansadiya, who lost
both her on their firstever
Migha. said the furnily had been loft
to guess. “There are different ver-
sions, but no clear answer.”™
Among the dead was Vijay
Rupani. the former Gujarat chief
minister. His son Rushabh said
“When you have an umbrella it
protects you from everything,” he
saidl. “Ouice it is pone, you are

As the aircraft lost altitude, it
Initlally made contact with trees
and an indneration chimney
Inside the Army Medical Corps
compaund

FIELD OF DEBRIS

Air India flight 171 ploughed into the BJ Medical College hostel seconds after
take-off. As the Boeing 787 Dreamliner tore through trees, buildings and eventually
went up in a ball of flames, its debris scattered across the compound. AAIB's
pfehmmwlmuhgahnmpnn details where the jet’s fragments were found

| right main landing gear (MLG)
These wese embedded in the northeastern
wiall of the canteen bullding

Right engine
The right engine hit a
conerets water tank, 4 P >
separated from
the airplane 5
and msted . o
underneath e
the tankc. &8 e |

] ’ or rudder
(™. ¥
Right winginboard . 8 s el
Parts of these were found in the f eventually fell 200ft
canleen, an adjacent building as south of the initial paint

well s in thesr proximity. iof contact

Found on the ground,

307t southwest fiom

the first paint af
contact

Right wing outboard
The right-wing mid-tection was
found 280 feet and the outhoard
520 feet southwest of the fimst
point of (oatact

wing

Came to rest about 345ft
south of the initial palnt
of contact.

Left wing
middle section
Stuck in the narth comer
of the fourth floar of
Busding C.

Left engine
Separated from the
alrcraft and struck 2
comer of the battom of
Building O

Flight deck
The flight deck and windshield wippart
stiucture stopped 650 fest southwest of

This & where masy of the key
ts within the codkpit,

the first contact point, near Building F, the
\éuuthemrrmmrmturenn the compound

incliding the fuel switch and landing
gear levers, were recovered

Seconds to disaster

{From
aircraft
billows after the erash; and the lone survivor (encireled) at
the accident site, in Ahmedabad on June 12, 2025, Ll

) Air India Flight 171 shortly after take-off; the
seending moments before impact; fire and smoke
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SOME QUESTIONS WHAT CAUSED THE CRASH? COULD THE WERE THERE ANY PROBLEMS WITH THE PLANE? .
SERHY FAi, Ehe enines wesestacwed of e CREW HAVE Alreraft VI-ANB had a dlean maintenance record with no fued control switch defects |
sinte 2073 All inspections were current with valid airworthiness certificates. But, &

ANSWERED The repart stated the fight data recorder ~~ f ~ 7 Z RECOVERED
1} il S,
detected both engine fesd <witches | fi:_r?h“‘ THE PLANE? 2018 US Federal Aviation Administration bulletin addressed potential fued control

OTHERS REMAIN “transitioned from RUN to CUTOFF position Lr T The pilots made a valiant cwitch lacking mechaniem prablems on Boeing aireraft, including the 782 Over the last year, several

The Rircraft Accident Investigation one after another with a time gap of Q1 sec _ attempt to save the sireraft. reparts cited signs there were errars priar to the flight but thase are yet to be offically acknowledged. |
Bureau's preliminary report released in rughly three seconds aftor the plane lifted Within 10-14 seconds of fuel »
Juiky last year provided some crucial off fram the ground. This caused loss of power and, cutoff, they moved both
details of what happened and what could therefore, lift The repont did not determine what caused the switches back to “RUN" Both - “ o
be rled out.But there were many swlkches 1 e —whinherucmam o, mchankc e engines began restart Fuel switches and their workin
tuestions left open for a prabe that has o electronic matfunction sequences—engine 1 showed
ﬂlmmuﬂztdmpl: recavery signs, englne 2
WHAT POTENTIAL CAUSES WERE RULED OUT LAST YEAR? S N THE MOREL N QUESTION
: Howmever, recovery was SWITCHES? The Honeywell 4TLE37-30 fuel switches ara :
Several factors have now been eliminated: ultimately kmpassible due to "Th!'l'lllhlﬂﬂ located just below the thrust lever: B
| insufficient time and altitude. :
:‘8.: ni\i: + N O A oy 25 fest when enginec ot e ﬂ‘:" HOW DO THEY WORKZ o
Iy g stopped, restart procedures engines. Pilots use ® The two fusl control switches on 3 787 are ‘*{
Weather: Bird Aircraft Weight and Engine need significantly more than them to start ar Iocated below the thrust levers. \
Good strike:No | configuration: balance: qlnllty problems:  the 29 seconds available before shut down engines @ The switches are spring-loaded to remain in position ',
conditions for | evidencain | Flaps correctly Within aoemal Alrport Bathengines  Impact. Jet engines typically = Two modes CTORE and BT I
fightwith | CCTV footage | set, landing gear operating samgples tested | Opesating require several minutes and ’ =
liht winds of physical retracting lirmits satrsfactory raermally urtil higher altitudes for successful elo L?&‘g?llfil'; from ::1 o Lundmmplh;thas 2
and clear o | pxamination ngamally fied cutaff restart. ftr:n:::::u m:nsf?:r mc?a e it
DOES THIS MEAN A PILOT wmn' HAPPENED IN THE COCKPIT?
WAS RESPONSIBLE? Dfficer Clive Kunder was pilat flying whilke Captain Sumeet Sabharwal was monitor-
We don't know yet. The vaice recording reveals one pilot zsked |m-mwmumunmmmsmmm ies The repert.
thi other why he cut off fusl, and the aeague respanded he provides ondy paraphrased enmenuniations 1o the fusl cutoff switch: “ane of the
did nat_ It does not rule out human error, action, and neither phhsha:dashlrgﬁwﬂnnhnﬂﬁm The ather pilot responded that | did mot

suggests fuel cut-off may have been unintertianal do sa” It does not give a full transipl, or identifies who sd what.
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The forgotten copilot of Air India flight 171

year since the tragic crash of Air India
flight AI 171 that cost 260 lives on June
12, 2025, the Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA), Government of India, and its
Air Accident Investigation Bureau, have strayed
from their promised “transparent and factual”
path. The only piece of information that is
available to us is the Preliminary Report that was
published in July 2025. The cryptic report has
hidden pointers that are worth highlighting, in
the absence of any final report.

The flood of false narratives spread by some
sections of mainstream media and social media
compel this writer to highlight issues. The usual
tendency of the MoCA and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to conceal the
truth and place the blame on the pilot has, in this
case, taken a different turn. Instead, thereis a
defence of the captain and playing possum in the
face of claims by some pilots’ associations and
“aviation illiterates” — as a former National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) investigator
has described them in a YouTube video — that the
crash resulted from failures on the part of the
airline and the aircraft manufacturer.

Media narratives versus facts

The first clear indication appears on pages 12-13
of the preliminary report which says: “The
forward EAFR [Enhanced Airborne Flight
Recorder] was located on 16 June 2025 from the
wreckage debris beside the Building F.” The
forward EAFR records both the digital flight data
and voice data from cockpit area mike. It is
therefore evident that the AAIB has listened to
the cockpit voice recorder (CVR) recording and
alerted the MoCA, which in turn informed the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). On the same day,
June 16, citing intelligence inputs and a perceived
threat, the MHA reportedly ordered X-category
commando protection for the head of the AAIB.
He continues to enjoy this protection at
taxpayers’ expense, even as the travelling public
and the families of the crash victims remain in the
dark.

Certain narratives in the media and social
media have been on the report of the fuel control
switches (FCS) having transitioned from run to
cutoff and then cut-off to run after several
seconds delay.

The use of the word “transitioning” in the
report is being bandied about as evidence of

Captain A.
(Mohan)
Ranganathan

Former airline
instructor pilot,
aviation safety
adviser and also a
former member of
the Civil Aviation
Safety Advisory
Council (CASAC), India

One year on,
the Al 171
investigation
demands
answers,
accountability,
and closure

American influence on the report. What is being
forgotten is the fact that the FCS is a spring
loaded switch that has to be lifted off the run slot,
moved over the gate and dropped into the cut-off
slot.

The same action is required for moving the
switch from cutoff to run. These switches cannot
be moved by a software error or a power failure.
The only CVR statement in the report mentions
this: “one of the pilots is heard asking the other
why did he cutoff. The other pilot responded that
he did not do so.” The rest of the CVR recordings
were apparently shared with the MoCA and the
MHA for the threat perception.

The Government of India knew the facts on
June 16, 2025 and is still dragging its feet to
provide closure to the affected families who are
experiencing mental agony.

A red herring

The latest angle that is occupying centre stage is
the Ram Air Turbine (RAT). Calculations about
when the RAT deployed in flight and how this was
due to a major wiring fault are being used by
interested parties to digress from the key issue of
who moved the FCS to cut off the engines. Page 14
of the report says that the “RAT hydraulic pump
began supplying hydraulic pressure at about
08:08:47 UTC”, which is a clear indication the
RAT was deployed five seconds earlier, around
08:08:42 UTC.

The report mentions that once the aircraft
achieved the maximum recorded airspeed of 180
knots at about 08:08:42 UTC, immediately
thereafter, the Engine 1 and Engine 2 FCS moved
from run to cutoff position one after another with
a time gap of one second.

When both engines were cut off, two things
would have happened immediately. The entire
instrument panel in front of the copilot would
have gone blank and the power supply to the rear
EAFR shut. The rear EAFR becomes a lame duck
and whatever data the investigators retrieve will
only be what is recorded prior to that time. The
actual backup of critical data would have been
lost had the forward EAFR data not been
recovered.

The Boeing 787 Manual lists four conditions
that result in the automatic deployment of RAT to
provide backup. It also mentions that the RAT can
be deployed manually by pressing the RAM Air
Turbine switch on the hydraulic panel. This will

be recorded both on the EAFR as well as the
sound recorded on the CVR. The clear reason
why RAT deployed before the engines were cut
off will be evident on both the EAFR and CVR
recordings.

Under normal circumstances, when a major
emergency takes place on take-off, the Captain
must take over the controls and the copilot
reverts to pilot monitoring duty even if he was
the Pilot flying. The CVR will clearly indicate if
that action took place. The EAFR apparently
records the flight controls of the copilot side
moving during the entire event. In the case of
flight AI-171, the delay in moving the FCS for the
no. 1 and no. 2 engines, at 08:08:52 and 08:08:56,
respectively, can be explained by the
circumstances confronting the poor co-pilot: a
blank screen, no guidance, both engines without
power, and the task of controlling the aircraft
with his right hand while attempting to restart the
engines with his left hand.

For his low experience on the aircraft type and
performing a manoeuvre which is never given for
copilots during training, First Officer Clive
Kunder did a remarkable job in steering the
crippled aircraft away from crowded areas where
more lives would have been lost on ground.

Closure requires the truth

There were two pilots on board. The FCS were
deliberately moved to cut off the engines. Only
one of them could have done it and not a
software error or a power system error. If the
AAIB could have deciphered the CVR data to alert
the MoCA and the MHA as early as June 16, 2025,
fishing for excuses to deviate from the facts will
only damage the credibility of the Indian aviation
system.

The United States NTSB and the Air Accidents
Investigation Branch of the United Kingdom have
far more experience in deciphering the
EAFR/Digital Flight Data Recorder and CVR data
than the Indian AAIB or the DGCA. One hopes
that the authorities in India do not drag their feet
and face the humiliation of the NTSB releasing its
own findings, as it did in the SilkAir (1997) and
China Eastern (2022) fatal crashes, which
ultimately established “Deliberate Human
Intervention”.

The families of First Officer Kunder and all
those who perished in the crash on June 12, 2025,
deserve closure to their mental agony.
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Airlines trim capacity as costs climb
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Pilots’ body renews demand for judicial probe into AI-171 crash, opposes interim report release

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Ahmedabad

The Federation of Indian Pilots
(FIP} on Thursday renewed its
demand for a judicial probe into
the Al-171 crash and urged author-
ities not to release any interim
investigation report, saying it
would create further confusion
and speculation.

Addressing a press conference
on the eve of the first anniversary
of the aviation tragedy, FIP pres-
ident C S Randhawa said the
association wants the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB] to release a final report only
after completing a comprehensive
investigation. He also alleged that
the ongoing probe has several
shortcomings and has unfairly
shifted focus towards the pilots.
On June 12, 2025, the London-
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bound Al-171 flight crashed into
the B| Medical College hostel in
Ahmedabad’'s Meghaninagar,
killing 260 persons, including 241
on board and 19 on the ground.
Only one passenger survived.
Referring to media reports sug-
gesting the AAIB may soon issue
an interim report, Randhawa said
such a move would create further

confusion and speculation.

“If there is no canclusion from
the investigation, releasing an
interim report will only lead to
more misunderstandings. The
final report should be issued
whenever the probe is complet-
ed,” he said. The FIP, which repre-
sents over 5,400 pilots and avia-
tion professionals, has already

approached the Supreme Court
seeking a judicial probe into the
crash. He reiterated that a judicial
probe is necessary.

Randhawa alleged that the
AAIB's preliminary report, released
in July last year, led to speculation
about pilot error after it referred
to the movement of fuel control
switches. "The Western media
immediately built a suicide theory
around a brief cockpit voice
recorder transcript.

We strongly condemned those
reports. It is too premature to
blame the pilots,” he said. He
claimed that the Boeing aircraft
had a history of technical issues,
including a stabiliser defect and
problems linked to pressurisation
and air-conditioning systems,
before operating the ill-fated
flight. According to Randhawa, the
investigation has not adequately

examined the poss;blllty of elec-
trical system failures on the
Boeing 787 aircraft.

“Our stand from day one has
been that there were electrical
issues which need a thorough
investigation. No pilot touched the
fuel control switches.

The fuel supply may have been
cut off because of electrical fail-
ures affecting aircraft systems,” he
alleged. He also questioned why
the lone survivor, Vishwash Kumar
Ramesh, was reportedly inter-
viewed by investigators nearly 10
months after the crash.

“He was the only survivor and
could have provided crucial evi-
dence. Yet he was guestioned
much later, while efforts were
allegedly made to investigate the
mental health of the pilots soon
after the accident,” Randhawa
said. The FIP president further

AIR INDIA STAFF TO OBSERVE 2-MIN SILENCE TODAY

New Delhl: Air India staff will
observe a two-minute silence at
their workstations on Friday as a
mark of respect for those who
passed away in the fatal crash of
its plane on June 12 last year.
“Employees may observe this
moment at their workstations;
those at airport check-in counters
or engaged in essential ground or
flight duties may continue their
responsibilities as required,” the
airline said in an e-mail to the
staff. The two-minute silence will

claimed that several messages, in
the form of numerical codes,
relating to the aircraft’s health
monitoring systems were trans-
mitted to Boeing and Air India
before the crash and should be
examined by investigators.

be observed from 1:39 pm to 1:41
pm (IST). Air India's Boeing 787-8
or Dreamliner with registeration
VT-ANB enroute to London
Gatwick crashed soon after
takeoff on June 12, 2025, Killing
241 people onboard and 19 on
the ground. One passenger
survived while all 12 crew
members died in the accident that
happened during the initial climb.
Among the passengers who died
were citizens from the UK,
Portugal, and Canada. (PNS')

He also criticised the compaosi-
tion of the investigation team,
alleging that more subject matter
experts, including experienced
pilots, engineers and flight safety
specialists, should have been
included in the probe.
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The Kin Of The Victims Of The AI 171 Crash Want More Than An Abstract Sense Of Closure. They Have Been Demanding The Release Of
The Accident Report, For Which They Have Been Waiting For Almost A Year. The Frustrating Quest For Personal Effects Sharpens Despair

STILL SEEKING TRUTH IN
DEBRIS OF UNCERTAINTY

he haze of unanswered questions has not
beem elesred even on the first anniversary
of one of the deadliest oviathon disustens
in history: For Parth Patel of Anand June
12 s rot merely the date on which Alr [5
din Flight AT 171 crashed shortly after
take-ofl from Alumesdabad, killing 26580 s
sengers and people on the round.

Pate] =aid it is a date on which grier
was created lo simimer indefinitely Raelled
b & “frustrating lack of answers, acoouni-
ahility and closure™. The
crash claimesd the Lives of

(One of the his mother, Hemangini
- ] B, uncle Rajnikant, 58,
complaints  and sunt Divya, 54, The

of the family
members is

three hod boarded the
Boeing 77 Dreamliner for
whil was meant to be

ks jovoius family journe
that ﬂU'h"Tth‘ﬁ TLondon, where Parth's
E X ooiesin Divaur wis schixd
are ].dl‘gt'l} uled to receive her MBA
unmgpnnsi"c tip degres from Middlesex

” e University

their anxieties “Everyone is ealling
—— this a tragedy. That i=

wrong. It was a massive
svstemic failure,” Patel said, “A year
has passed and we still do not have a
Mnal report or any real scoountability
The promises of justice remain only
words an paper”

.
Where is the
report?

The anguish about missing accountabil-

ity and the leng-perading report is shared

by the kin of other victime One of them
is Devarsh Petel, the son of Dilip and

Meena Patel from

Ahmedabad, who

dhiedd in the crash

e wanl clo-

sure, gnd the data from

the black box musi be
iven to the relatives so thit we can laarn
about the peason for the erash,” Devarsh
suid. “Evenafter o yoor the agencies have

m LIHE“ He askod. “Is th thi
e s there anything
NIG HTM ) i!l'utm-. in rh":-rr:r-m; r#:;

ONLY IIEHGHES The Patel family from Anand celebrating Dhvani's birthday in 2021

THE LAST SELRIE: Dr Prateek joshi, his
wille, Dr Kol Viyas, and their children —
daughter Miraya and sons Pradyut

and Nakul

-
(L) Rozar and Rachana Christian;
Elcana Makwana

faniled 1o do 50 Anil Vyas ol Banswara,
Rajasthan, who lost his davghter Komi,
goes A step farther “We are demanding
that the entine data be made piblic,” he
said. For David Christian, who lost his

Syearald son Rozsr and daughier in-law

Rachana in the crash, the report 1= & mat-
ter of right. not just closure. “We desarve
to know the cause of the crash,” said
Christian, a resident of Ahmadabad.

Rapesh Avaiya of Surat lost his
vounger brother, Hardik, 29, and
Hared ks finnees i the crash, Avalva's
anger over the delayved report
Ts spurred a grim question

Lhe authorities are afradd of
puhlishing if? We have tried to talk tomin-
Lsters, but they are not responding prop

erly”

For Vadodara resident Edwin Pateliva
71, thie walt foe the repoit despens the
triwmei. Hi= daughier, Eleens Milkwana,
2, died inthe cpash. “Mywife Agnes and
L want to know the truth,” besuid. Elomns
was a British eitizen

Vadedara's Mobammad Shethwala, 28,
now in the UK, bost his wife Sadikabanu
Tapeliwaln, 24, and their 2-vear-old UK-
born daughiter Fatime inthe crssh, “Thave
not had any proper answers an why this
hapipened. The one-year anilverary &
wery difficult,” he said

Compensation
is not end-all

Another common asserilon that thremsds
the feelings of survivors" kin is that com-
pensation cannot be nsed as a ‘cnseclosad”
button.

Parih Pated has ealled fi ETEater rans-
parency from Adr India, the Tata Group,
anid the Ajrersft Accident nvestigation
Frursinl CAATIL argibng thar the dsester
connat be forgotten with compensation

“Everybody thinks compenaation has
been offered and the matter is finished, It
s noe,” he anid A family's grist’ canmot
b reduced to o corporate line item, We
want transparency, responsibility. and
Justice IF systemie Gblures conteibated i
thiecrash, those responsible miust be held
acepuntihle”

Rijesh Avalvi of Surat said that ai
thorities and the sirline most bear grest-
er respansibility than merely ofTering
paserits. "I they think that their duty is
limited 10 paying ex gratia amounts, let
me tell them weare ready to pey more than
that,"” he said_ “The authorities should be
taking our calls, answering our emails,
ond offering us strong suppart.”

Belongings not
returned yet

A year on, many vicllms' per
sonal effects have not yet besn
returned inthelr families. Forthe
kin, their departed loved ones”
phomes or papers may con-
tain Imporiant docu
ments; more than that,
the Hems carry poigh
ant memories of time
spent ingether

Devarsh Patel said,
“Passenpers” luggape
was dlsiributed in a
piecamesl fashion. We
e not recelved the mobile
phones of my parentsdesgits
writingmultipleomails seek.
Ing them.” He sajd, “The

phones contaln private information
Though we are fellowing up regularty we
not getting anawers.”
v's sistor, Amishi Sodha, said
that her mother was wearing goli orna-
meents on the Al Qight. “There is no men
thom of their recovery by the authorities.”
ahe said. “We s received only o minus
ents’ lugrgngm. ™
T L Air Inadin had sent usa
picture of my brother Hardik's phone. T
ientifiad it as belonging to Hardik, but
the adriine wanted thie bill foe (ts pur
chase.” He zald, “Wecontacted Hardik's
friends in London and man
aged to get the bill with
their halp We sent the bill
to the airline, which |s
now ot responding to our
quieres”
| The family mem
Tmrs sabd they spotted
Hardik's bag in vari-
OUS NEWS Teporis
"The bag had
Hardik's name tag
Hut the airling
malntains that i
dmm[h’rwqumu

British nitional Viswashkumiar Ramesh,
a4, who walled out of seat 11A as flames
engulfixd the aireraft, lost his younger
brother Ajmy in the disaster A year on,
Viswash ks still battling by i other
Imfuries and severe psychological trenmma.

His menior, Sanjiv Patel, said what
weighs most on Ramesh s the lack of’ clar-
ity "He is Inoking o make some senss of
whi Baggend,” e sadd

m Let this not
happen again
In April this year, 15-0dd families came
together in Ahmedabad to infensily thelr
demand for the release of the data from
the cockpit volce recorder (CVRband ight
data recorder (FDR)L

A letier, addressad to PM Narendra
Moschl sl pmsrkesd b e et il bt bon mln
tster, the AATB, the Directorste General
of Civil Aviation, and Gujarar CM Bho
pendra Patel, made an emot ionsl appeal.

The letter read, 1 am wiriting this better
s i family member of a loved one who

died in the Alr India 171 cresh. We humbly
request the authority to please release the
CVR arl the FOR data,”

The letter goes on to say, “We believe
that with this information, steps con be
taken to prevent such a tragedy from hap-
pening again in the fumre ™

- .
Scripture is

-
giving us solace
Speaking to TOI,
Russhabh, the sem of
exCM Vijay Rupa-
ni, urged people to
have faith in the
probe. “This is 8 ma-
jor investigation. We
hope the investigs-
v e lookingat all
possible fctors,™ he
said. Rushabh added
that the family has drawn strengih from
the Sanskrit phrase “Charafvetl,
Charatveti,” which translates to “Keep
walking” or *Keep moving forward.” ~1
batieve life mnst go on, and he (Vijayhhai)
contimees o shower his blessings on us,”
he said,

Ex gratia paid to
91% of families

Responding 1o TOI queries, Alr India
stated that imterim payment of Bs 25 lakh
has been made to families of 8% of the
decessed, wherens the ex gratin payment
of s 1 erore has been paid to 1% of the
Earnilies. “Remakning coses primocily con
stitirte sifumtions where docomentntion is
Ineormplede, whers there are ongolmng G
ily disputes, or where families have de-
clined to aceept payment,” repds the re
sporse From AL
Al spokesperson said 9% of those
Inh on the ground were also pald
one-time compensation. The officials
clarifiesd that the amount 18 “beyomnd le-
compensation regilremenis”. Re-
garding the passengers’ pereonal belong
ings found at the crash site, the spokes
person eaid that over 22000 items were
recovered and preserved. OF the assock
ated perscnal belongings of the 1687 de-
ceased individuals, those helonging to
138 have been returnisd, whereaz of the
unassociated personal balongings re-
Lated 1o 77 deceazed persons, those fe
lated to 80 have been returned. "The
remaining cases primarily constituge
situations in which documentation is
incomplete, or where families have de-
clined to acoept personal belongings.™
A total of 15 families hove declined o
tulke the personal belongings of the de
ceased, necording to an Al spolesperson.
They climed that 25 digital devices have
been recovered, outal which Tehave been
returned to the respective families

K

— Proshan: Rupera,

Neomi Coanton, Puarag Dave,
Tushar Tere. Parih Shasiri,
Nivari Parikh, Vishal Potadiva
aid Nimesh Khakhorive
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HC sets aside as ‘illegal’ DGCA’s
2011 suspension of pilot’s license

Swati.Deshpande

@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court quashed as "illegal and
unsustainable” a 2011 DGCA
order that had left an Air In-
dia pilot grounded, holding
that it flouted principles of
natural justice. The relief
came to Jitendra Varma, 15
years on, in a challenge he fil-
ed when he was 46 years old.
He had alleged, he was denied
hisright toa proper hearing.
The HC division bench of
Justices Manish Pitale and
Shreeram Shirsat agreeing,
restored his ATPL license to
him. He was “not afforded an
opportunity to explain his
version before taking the

drastic step of suspension of
license,” said the HC in its
judgment, which also gave
DGCA liberty to initiate and
complete in 2 months an in-
quiry after following therules
and procedureand then passa
reasoned order.

The judgment pro-
nounced on June 8, the
first day of the court re-
suming after the summer
vacation, set aside the
March 12, 2011, license
suspension order of the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

Varma had joined Al as a
trainee pilot, on getting his
commercial pilot license in
1888, was made a co-pilot in
1991 and confirmed in 1992, For

22 years of his service, he was
found competentand passed all
tests, and with 7000 flying
hours under his belt, he said he
was eligible for and issued an
Airdine Transport Pilot Li-
cense (ATPL) in Sep 2010 from
TISA and later from DGCA.
But in March 2011, on acom-
plaint filed in Delhi of
alleged forg
ery in appli-
cation  for
ATPL against one
captain, he was ar-
rested and released on
bail but his licence was sus-
pended sans any show cause
notice or opportunity to defend
the allegations, hence he thus
challenged before the HC.
The DGCA argued that the

captain had obtained the
ATPL by submitting “forged
ATPLresult”. The HC ohserv-
ed, “1t will also be pertinent to
mention here that Respon-
dent has not produced the so-
called forged mark-sheet,
which was allegedly submit-
ted by the petitioner.”

The HC perused the rules
governing disqualificationof a
pilot and said there was com-
plete violation of the rules
which require a clearly worded
notice to begin with. “The Li-
censing Authority has conspic-
uously failed to refer to any
forged documents or give any
reason as to why it has arrived
at the said subjective satisfac-
tion of suspending the license
of the petitioner;” held the HC.
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Pilots’ body alleges gaps
in AIl71 crash probe

Times News NeTwork

Ahmedabad: Federation of
Indian Pilots (FIP)on Thurs-
day alleged serious deficien-
cies in Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau(AAIBY's
probe into the Al 171 erash,
questioning the investiga-
tion's technical direction
and lack of transparency.
The accident on June 12,
2025, killed 260 people. FIP
hasapproached Supreme Co-
urtseeking a judicial probe.
FIP president Captain CS
Randhawa said the Boeing
787 transmitted at least 10 en-
crypted “health monitoring”
codes before departure and
during the flight. “Why has
this data not been shared
with AATB? We have written
to the ministry to demand
that these transcripts be de-
coded immediately,” he said.

“The investigation had
prematurely focused on pi-
lots while failing to examine
possible electrical failures,”
Randhawa said, adding Air-
craft Communications Add-
ressing and Reporting Sy-
stem messages were omitted
from the preliminary report.

FIP also raised concerns
about the investigation te-
am's composition and capaci-
ty, alleging a conflict of inter-
est as two members were de-
puted from DGCA. “There
are only five people on the in-
vestigation board for this en-
tire country.. One AAIB in-
vestigator has only flown
small aireraft. They donot ha-
vethe expertisefor amachine
ascomplex as 787," he said.

Randhawa alsoslammed
AAIB for failing to intervi-
ew the sole survivor until
10 months after the crash.
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Pilots body again points to
electrical failure on flight 171

AICRASH

AYEARON

SHEKHAR SINGH
TRLIES & R v bl W1l B
PN TR, JR R I
A vear after Air India fight
ATl omshed shortly after
take-ofl (rom  Ahmedabed,
questions over the almeraf’s
fimal moments have widened
beyond the oockpit, with the
Federation of Indian Pilots
(FIP)elaiming that the Bosing
THT had faced a “plethom of
problems”, inchiding possible
electnml (milure, while nves-
tigntors oontinue  anolyeng
the arcraft’s engines before
preparing the fral repornt.

With the Airrafl Acodent
Investigation Bureau wet to
relense its final findings, the
poodse hine fiow efilered o o
onl stage mmvolving detailed
emmination of ororsfl ovs-
b, engine compomnents and
datn thit orsild ditermine winy
the fhght lost thrust moments
ofter leaving the ninway.

FIP president Captain CS
Randhawns, while address
ing the media in Ahmed-

that crashed on the roof of a bullding in Ahmeadsbad on june 12, 2008 7is

SPECIAL COVERAGE PAGLE S
FAMILIES AWAIT CLOSURE, DEMAND ANSWERS
FATHER FIGHTS BATTLE TO CLEAR PILOT'S NAME

abad on Thursday, daimed
that the orpanisation had
consistently maintained
thut ATLT] was linked to an
electrical fulure and argued
that seveml technical gques-
tions remained unmmswered
Randhowa alleged that the
preliminary  investigation
report did motadd ress mui-
ple aspects related to theair-

craft's condition before the
crash, including previois
techmical issues reported
on the mremil. According
to him. the mrcraft had
amrived fmom Delhi witha st
hiliserrelited problem. after
which motors we e replaced
before it was  cleared

CONTINUED ON PAGE B

EDIT ALR INDIA CHASH

Pilots’ body again points to electrical...

for operations. He ¢lnimed
that the aircrafl had olso
experienced electrical
issues affecting the mr-con-
ditioning system and other
romponents

The FIP chief questinned
whether these izsues
receved adequate attention
during the Iinvestigation
and argued that all avail-
oble aircrafl data miust be
examined before reaching o
final coprlusion

Randhawys also  ralsed
guestions over the cockpit
voice recorder evidence cit-
ed in the prelimnory
report, arguing that only a
brief exchonge of around

two seconds was highlipht-
ed and that the wider con-
text requived exnminntion
Rejecting what bae
described as a *pilot suleide
theory”, Randhawa said the
focus should remain on
examining technical possi-
bilitles rather than drawing
conclusions  before the
investigation was complete,
The FIP has also elaimed
thal airerafl communica-
tions dotn may hold impor
tant elues and evidence
Rondhowa said the pilots”
body had kearnt about Air-
craft Commitnicationg
Addressing sand Reporting
Syatem messages transmt-

tel by the pircrafl before
the crash and questioned
why surh information waos
not mentioned in the proe-
liminary repart,

The federmtion has argued
that such messipes could
help the investigators
understond whether any
abnormal system behaviogr
occurred before the crash.

The pilots” body has fur-
ther questioned the compo-
sihon of the mvestigotion
team, calling for greater
involvement of independ-
ent subject matter experts

Handhawn smd while Cap-
toin HS Sandhu had besen
mncluded m the myve stgation

process, more independent
techmical experts should be
part of the probe o ensure a
com prehensve examination
af all possible ciuses,

The federation has alss
raised concerns over Lhe mbe
of regulators in the invest-
gation, arpuing that investi-
gators muat mamimn oom-
plete [ndependence

Meamwhile, the delay in
the final report has brought
aftention to another critical
aspect of the probe — analy-
gis oftheairermfl's enpines

Sources =i the invest -
tors had been exaymining the
engines and conducted fur-
ther tecnnienl testing, moiud-

ing analysis of the engme
management unit m France
with support fmom the mami-
facturer. The engine manu:
facturer, GE Aerospoce, has
been imvolved m the techni-
cal emmination as part of the
investigation prooess

The amalyvsis is significant
becouse the investigniors
are attempling to establish
whether any engine-relnted
issue or system intersction
played o role in the chain of
events belore the crash

However, no final conclu-
sion has been drawn link-
ing the engines orany tech-
nical component to the
nccident
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Air India crash

A year on, probe throws up troubling questions

N June 12, 2025, tragedy struck Air India

flight 171 bound for London from Ahmed-

abad, sending shockwaves worldwide. 1t

crashed lesathan a minute after taking off,

killing all but one ofthose on board, Anoth-
er 19 people on the ground also died, taking the toll to
260, Atime-bound impartial and informative inguiry is
a basic expectation. Ayear on, there are more questions
than answers on what led to the deadliest crash in Air
India's history after the Kanishka bombing in 1985, The
investigation continues to spark intense controversy
both in India and abroad. Any such probe is complex,
but a disturbing aspect has been the free run for insin-
uation and conjecture. Amid claims of corporate influ-
ence and political pressure, it has triggered a debate on
the conduct of such inquiries,

The preliminary report, issued by India’s Aiveraft
Accident Investigation Bureau a month after the inci-
dent, proved to be contentious. The brief statement,
provided without a transcript or any indication of who
was speaking, sparked intense speculation about the
actions of the pilots, The purpose of an air crash inves-
tigation is to find out the exact cause, and also learn
fromit to improve passenger safety, In the case of AI171,
the information revealed led to a backlash. Pilots’
groups, safety campaigners, and the bereaved relatives
warned against premature narratives undermining the
integrity of the investigative process. A more disci-
plmE-LL pmtes sional cutlook would have helped

The Imal report may ‘.'.’FJ.[ ey Eal uncnmfm'labke I]nd—
ings. It was the world's first crash involving a 787
Dreamliner. a Boeing model that has been in service
ginee 2011. For the manufacturer, the conclusions will
determine its safety, quality and engineering decisions.
Atroubling question still remains. Is it time for a differ-
ent approach when investigating air crashes?
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Ayear after London-bound Air India flight 171 wentdown in Ahmedabad, several questions surrounding Indias worst
aviation disaster remain unanswered. The TribunePrincipal Correspondent Shekhar Singh tracks the investigation
into the crash, the narratives that have emerged and how the families of the 260 killed have been scouring for answers

AWAITING CLOSURE

Tragedy far from overfor families of victims as no clarity yet on how plane crashed

HE rrash site has been long

cleared. Rescue operation

ended months apn and

compensation discussions

have moved forward. But for the

famibes who lost ther loved ones in

the Air Tndin fight AT-171 cash last

June, the most difficult wait contine
Les — the wait fir an answer

As the first anniversary of the

Ahmedabad crash approaches, the

families of the 260 victims say they

still do not know what caused the

Boemg T87T to go down moments

after takeoff. leawwving them
tmapped between grief and unan-
swered questions.

On June 12, 2025, the London-
bound flight crashed into the Bl
Medical College hostel in Ahmed-
abad’'s Mephaninapar, killing 260
persons, induding 241 on boand
and 19 on the ground. Only one
passenger survived.

In April, a group of bereaved
families wrote to Pome Minister
Narendra Modi seeking access to
the aireraft’'s coockpilt woice
recorder (CVR) and flight data
recorder data, arguing that they
had the right to know what hap-
pened in the final moments,

“We don't want money, but only
want to know what happened.”
says Nilesh Purohit, who lost his 24-
year-old son. The relatives of other
victims also say that while fimancial
assistance is important, it cannot
replace darity about the trmpedy. “We
want to know the truth about what

Remains of the Air India plane that crashed moments after taking off from the Ahmedabad airport. FiLe

caused the crash and whether theme
was any technical problem” they
say in therr appeal seeling aocess o
black box information.

The demand for transparency
has also been linked to the emo-
tional strugple of dentifying and

recovenng personal belongings of
the vichms, A few families have
complained that the process of
searching thmugh  meoovered
items has added another laver of
distress, Kinjal Patel, who Iost her
mother in the crash, raised con-

cems over the difficulty the fami-
lies faced while searching for
belongings through digital plat-
forms, saving thousands of listed
items and unelearimapges made the
process extremely challen ping,

A few relatives also questioned

the communication process, say-
ing families needed more direct
updates from authorities during
the imestipation. Romin Vora,
who lost three members of his
family, including his mother
brother and daughter, highliphted

the difficulties faced by familes
relyving only on dipgital communi-
cation channels, saving many peo-
ple were struggling to access the
available systems,

The compensation process has

also remained a point of disous-
sion. Hadhiks Rupani, daughter
of former Gujarat Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani who was among
those killed in the crash, has
raised concerns over the compen-
sation process. She guestioned
the requirement of families sign-
ing doruments linked to final set-
tlements before the completion of
the investipation, arpuing that
families deserved transparency
and darity before closing their
¢claims, In her communication,
she zaid the families needed
“answers” and “closure” rather
than only financial assistance,

Adr India, however, denied that the
farnilies were being pressured and
said there was no deadline forcing
them to arcept final compensation.
The adine sad famibes were free o
wail for the investipation report
before deriding on settlements.

However, several families have
argued that closure could not
come through compensation
alone. The sole survivor of the
crash, Vishwash Eumar Ramesh,
has also spoken about the need for
transparency, saying families
deserve “honesty, transparency
and answers” and that lessong
must emerge from the trapedy.
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(Questions grow over
probe transparency

ITH the first anniver-
sary of the AIl1T1
erash, one question is
mncreasingly being mised within
aviation cimcles in India and
abroad: has the investipation
met the transparency and
reporting  standards  expected
under global aviation norms?
Investigators are vel to issue a
final report expluning  what
caused one of the deadhiest avia-
tion disasters in India’s history:
While delays in complex air crash
mvestipations are not  unoom-
maon, aviation experts say interna-
tional miles require authonties to
keep stakeholdersinformed when
inguiries extend bevond a vear,
The investigation is being con-
ducted by the Aireraft Accdent
Investipation  Bureau (AATB)
under Annex 13 of the Convention
on Intermnational Civil Aviation, the
globally accepted framework gov-
eming aircraft accident probes.
Under Annex 13, acoident investi-
gation authonties are expected to
release a final report as soon as pos-
sibke and, where feasible, within 12
months of an accident. If 4 final
repirt cannot be completed within
that period, the nvestipating
authority is expected to issue an
interim statement on each anniver-
sary of theoocurrence detailing the
progress of the investigation and
ary safety 1saues dentified so fac

Attention is now turning to
whether investigators will 1ssue
a comprehensive — progress
update if the final report is not
ready. The absence of a final
report has ereated a vacuum that
has often been filled by speculs-
tion, selective leaks and compet-
ing interpretations of the avail
able evidence. Aviation specialists
note that transparency serves a
crtical purpose dudng prolonged
mvestigations. Apart from inform-
ing virtims' families, amrlines and
repulators, pedodic updates hdp
maintain public confidence in the
imvestigative process and reduce
the risk of unofficial narmatives
gaining traction.

Several majpr  international
mvestigatims hive extended well
bevond one vear because of their
technical compledty. However,
authorities in countoes such as the
UK, France, Australia and the US
have repulady issued propress

reports, factual updates and safety
recommendations  while  final

reports remamed under prepar-

tion. The crash invobved nultple
international stakeholders, ind ud-
ing amcmaflt manufactirer Boeing,
engine maker GE Aerospace, the
S National Transportation Safi-
tv Bouard, the UK's Air Accdents
Investigation Bmnch and other
foredpn  agendies participating
under ICAQ provisions.

‘}6% nf fcumheq get §

interim payments

INANCIAL assistance runmng
Finlﬂ crores has been given o the

affected families, personal belong-
ings have been returned. and support
systems put in place for them

Air India and Tata Group mounted a
redied and compensation exencise for the
affected families. Air India provided
intenm compensation of Bs 25 lakh each
to the families of the deceased. Intenm
payments had been made to 36 per cent
of the families, while the rest of the cases
involved incomplete documentation or
family disputes, said the aifine,

Nearly M per cent of those injured
on the ground had been provided
mtenm or full compensation, with
final settlements based on the nature
oftheir injuries and Ioss of hivelihood.,

Nodeadline had been set forthe fami-
lies to accept the final compensation
offer said an AT spokesperson. Thta
Sons also set up the ATIT] Memaorial
and Weltare Trust and announced anex
gratia of Bs 1 crore forthe families of the
deceased. The airline said 81 per cent of
the families had recerved the assistance.

D1 eamliner’s %afety
nightmare notover yet
dttention

\/ turned to the cockopit and the
final moments of the flight. Nearly a
vear later, however, another guestion
continues to linger arross the global v
ation industry, Has the tragedy reignit-
ed ooncerns surmounding Boeing's
flagship 787 Dreamlbner programme
evin before investigators have deter-
minead what caused the crash?

Investigators have not identified
anydesipn flaw in the aireraft and no
connection has  been established
between the AT1T1 crash and previous
Boeing T87-related incidents. et the
disaster has once again brought the
Dreambiner under intense scritiny,
placing renewed focus on the air-
craft’s technical history, manufactur-
ing practices and safety record.

The sipnificance of the investigation
extends far bevond India for one rea-
sore AT1T1 was the first fatal accadent
and the first hull Ioss immlving a Boe-
ing T87 Dreamliner since the aircrafl
entered commeraal service in2011.

HEN the plane went down,

immediately

Suresh {left)
andSita Patni,
father and

| mother of
Akash Patni
who died in the
Alcrash, In
Ahmedabad on
Thursday. neumss

Megl checks post

crash turbulence

IR INDIA on Thursday said it

has carried out a senes of opera-

ionil changes, induding air-
craft inspections, fleet reliability
upgrades, stronger audits and employ-
ee support measures, as it seeks to
mebuild confidence after the crash,

In the immediate aftermath, Air
India announced a voluntary safety
pause in June 2025 temporarily
meducing flights to allow additinonal
checks and opemtional restructuring.

The aidine sad the pause enabled
detailerd inspections of Boeing T87-8 and
T87-0 aircraft under DGCA supervision,
with no issues found It also inspected
fiel contml switch mechanisms of Boe-
ing T37 and 787-8 and found no issues,
Ajr Indin =said the additional aireraft
downtime hdped accelerate its Fleat
Relability Enhancement Progmmme
covering Boeing T87 and Bosng 777 air-
craft. It said meliability programmes on
its Boeing 78T feet increased from 3610
45 over the past vear Bxecution of ing-
tial programmes improved from nearly
T per cent to 87 per cent.
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Grief-stricken 91-yr-old father ﬁghts battle to clear pilotsname

HE Supremne Court's

assurance to a 91-vear-old

ather that the preliminary
investigation report does not
blame his son has become one of
thedefining moments in the after-
muath of the AT171 cash,

For Pushkamj Sabharwal,
father of Captain Sumeet Sab-
harwal who was commanding
the ill-fated Air India flight that
crashed shortly after takeoff
from Ahmedabad on June 12
last vear, the battle is no longer
Just about grief. It is about seek-
ing what he calls a fair, inde-
pendent and technically robust
investigation into the tragedy:

Nearly a yvear after the crash,
Pushkaraj has emerged as one
of the most determined voices
challenging the course of the
official investigation. His cam-

paign has now reached the
Supreme Court, where he has
sought an independent probe
into the disaster and questioned
what he describes as an increas-
ing forus on the deceased pilots
before the investigation has
been completed.

The retired father appmached
the apex court after the release
of the Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau's {AATE)} prelimi-
nary report. While the report
stopped short of assigning
blame or identifying the cause
behind the switch movement,
media reports and commentary
in the months that followed
increasingly forused on possible
cockpit action. For the Sabharw-
al family, that transformed a per-
sonal Inss into a fight to protect
the reputation of a pllot whoisno

Pushkara Sabhareal, pilot's father

Ionger alive to defend himself.
In his petition, Pushkaraj
desenbed the preliminary find-
ings as incomplete and sought
the constitution of an independ-
ent committee headed by a
retired Supreme Court judge and

assisted by aviation experts, The
plea arpues that the investigation
requires wider scrutiny of techni-
cal and procedural aspects and
should not be confined to theo-
ries centred on cockpit action.

The petition also raised econ-
cerns over information from the
ongoing investigation finding
its way into the public domain
through selective leaks and
media reports before the com-
pletion of the inguiry.

The Supreme Court also agreed
to examine the matter and issued
notice on the petition while tag-
ging it with connected pleas relat-
ing to the crash, Dunng the hear-
ing, the Bench of Justice Surva
Kant amnd Justice Joymalya
Bagchi made significant observa-
tions that offered relief to the fam-
ily Addressing the elderly father,

the court noted that the prelimi-
nary meport did not attobute
blame to Captain Sumeet Sabhar-
wal and observed that there was
*no insinuation” against him in
the report. The

Bench  further

rermarked that the

dorument merely

recorded the

cockpit conversa-

tion and did not  oRF
concludethat the pilotwas respon-
sible forthe crash, The judges also
took exreption to fordpgn media
reports that appeared to attrib-
ute blame to the pilot, describ-
ing such reporting as “nasty”.
The court observed that no one
in India could reasonably con-
clude from the preliminary
report that the pilot was
responsible for the disaster.

Captain
Sumeet
Sabharwal
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