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27 Istances of laser
beam interference
reported this year
at Chennai airport

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Flights landing at Chennai
airport have faced laser
light interference 27 times
so far this year, with the lat-
est instance occurring on
Tuesday (June 10, 2025).

Around 1 a.m. on Tues-
day, when an Air India Ex-
press flight from Pune was
approaching the city, a
white laser beam struck
the aircraft.

Officials of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
said the incident occurred
when the flight was nearly
three nautical miles from
touchdown. The pilot in-
formed Air Traffic Control
(ATC), and a complaint was
also filed in this regard at
the Airport police station.
The flights arriving after
that did not face any such
interference.

A few weeks ago, Emi-
rates and Gulf Air flights
encountered laser beam
interference, taking the
number of incidents to 27
till June 2025, when com-
pared to 65 incidents last
year.

A significant hazard
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), in its
National Aviation Safety
Plan 2024-28, said: “Laser
interference during critical
phases of flight poses a sig-
nificant hazard and can je-
opardize the safety of the
aircraft. It can cause dis-
tractions, temporary blind-
ness, and startle response
in the pilot.”

AAI officials said if the

information about laser
beam interference was re-
ported immediately by pi-
lots, then it would be ea-
sier to trace the offenders.

Though some are re-
ported immediately, pilots
sometimes file a report on-
ly after they return to their
bases. It is already too late
by this time, officials said.

They held an extensive
meeting in this regard with
the members of the Grea-
ter Chennai Police, the
DGCA, airline operators,
and ATC.

They had also asked the
DGCA if laser lights could
be banned to prevent such
incidents.

Identifying the source
“Since air traffic controll-
ers communicate with pi-
lots, we have requested
them to ask pilots for more
information that may assist
in locating the spot from
where the laser was fired.
The police asked for zones
where past incidents oc-
curred to keep a height-
ened vigil. When pilots and
air traffic controllers give
us information to deter-
mine the precise location
of the laser beam, it will be-
come possible to locate
those responsible,” an ofh-
cial said.

The AAI reiterated that
they had been constantly
taking measures to raise
awareness on laser light in-
terference among the pu-
blic, giving away pam-
phlets about the hazards of
laser lights and the danger
they pose to flights ap-
proaching the airport.
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Navi Mumbai airport’s second
phase work to start in October

LAUNCH PLAN. The first phase is expected to open by August-end though no launch date has been finalised yet

—
Ancesh Phadnis
Pluifrial

Pre-development works of
e mext phiase of Navi Muem-
bal alrport  Iovelving 2
second rerminal and an addi-
donal runway will begin
from October, Chief Execur-
ve Officer BYIK Sharma sasd
on Wednesday.,

The first phase of the air-
port ks expected to open by
August-end  though mo
launch date has heen final-
ised yer.

Inudi o and Akasa Alr have
announced thelr operational
plans, and discussions are on
with Air India to finalise ls
nmetwork.

W will startwith 8-10air
rraffic movements per hour,
and then ramp up tw 30
movements per kour by next
April" Sharma said on the
sldelines of lnter Passenger
Terminal Show.

CHARTING THEIR COURSE. IndiGo and Alkasa Air have already announced operational plans,
and digcussions are on with Alr india to fnalise its network «

While the single runway
will be capable of handling 45
fights per hour, the ak
will be constrained by irster-
minz] size, thus prompring
the Adani Group to advance
the construction of the
second phase.

In the launch phase, the
airport will have capacity 1o

handle 20 million passengers
annually.

The construction of the
second terminal, and an ex-
tra rumway, will mke the ca-
pacity further to handle 30-
35 million  passengers
annually.

Ph:gurntm’}' works for the
second phase, incloding ex-

cavation and soll vesting, will
grart ln October.

While a master plan has
been prepared, that could
undergo alterations based on
aifline  expansion  plans.
The archivect for the second
terminal will be selected fol-
lowing a degign oo ition.

'ihgsemn% Lerm and

the second romway are ex-
pected 1o be complete by
2029,

“Wie will adopt a modular
way of construction so that it
does ot impact the flight
operations,” Sharma added.

HASSLE FREE
Speakl nﬁ.uss-..-nﬁirn!xpur-
lence, Sharma sald the alr-

port's aim is (o make travel
smooth and hassle free with
solutions like Digi Yatra and
Adand Ome apps that will
provide details lke walking
distance to the boarding
gate, wait-time for boarding,
and so on.

The alrpor Is also In dis-
cussions with the Civil Avi-
athon Ministry and the Bur-
eanof Civil Aviarion Secusity
for tnstallation of body scan-
ners and CT X-ray machines
tharallow passengers tokeep
electronic ems and laprops
inskde cabin bags during se-
curity check
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Airlines ask govt
to waive user fee
at Srinagar airport
—

Dher Bureau
Belsrib

Alrlines have asked the Civil
Aviation Minkstry o walve
user fee collecred from pas-
sengers at Srinagar airport
following a slump in travel
demand after the Pahalgam
terror attack in April

The Federation of Indian
Alelines (FLA), which repires-
enrs Alr Indla, IndiGo and
Spicelet, recently made this
request in a lerter w Chl
Aviation Secretary Samir Ki-
mar Sinta,

“After Pahalgam incident,
tourisrs are terrified. . There
Is no demand for sir travel o
and from HKashmir Hotels
are empty there," FLAsald.

Currently, every passen-
ger departing from Srinagar
i charged €1,050 a5 user de-
velopenent fee and €200 as
aviarion security fee. FIA re-
quested the government 1o
waive the fees for a year o
busest pravel demand.

12 JUME 2025



_ AN
CRCIPACEIEEEER P E |

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN CHRONICAL HYDERABAD 11 JUNE 2025

Farmers refuse land
for Mamnoor Airport

Say government offer far below market rate of 74 cr per acre

KUMAR | DC TAKE OFF DELAYED tl'.hce';:'g:ll:;:ltfn Narsakkapalli expressed
WARANGAL, JUNE 10 THE AIRPORT | THE CENTRE 260 acres 9 similar views, stating that

arou 4 ot ey ¥1.2 crore per Acre was
Land acquisition for the requires nd | gave formal including about insufficient and that 2
proposed Mamnoor air- 950 1“%5‘& alppi:])'vll for | 220 acres from crore would help them
port in Warangal contin- whic e airport farmers and 40 purchase lands nearby
ues to face hurdles, with ~ acresare already | expansionon | .. ocfrom and continue farming.
officials struggling to available. | February 28. | private plot Meanwhile, around 40
secure the remaining owners acres fall under private

plots needed for the proj-
ect despite reaching the
final stages.

The airport reqguires
around 950 acres, of which
696 acres are already avail-
able within the existing
premises. The govern-
ment began acquiring the
remaining 260 acres,
including about 220 acres
from farmers and 40 acres
from private plot owners.
In November, it sanc-
tioned T205 crore in a sin-
gle release to facilitate the
process. The Centre gave
formal approval for the
airport expansion on
February 28.

District leaders and offi-
cials, including minister
Konda Surekha, MP
Kadiyam Kavya and col-
lector Satya Sharada, held
talks with landowners

from Nakkalapalli,
Gunturpalli and
Gadipalli. Compensation

offers began at T30 lakh
per acre and gradually
increased to ¥1 crore.
Officials explained that
legal limits restrict them
from offering more than
three times the market
value, but farmers reject-
ed the offer, demanding 2
Crore per acre.

Later, acknowledging
that official rates were far
below market prices and
farmers set to lose major

portions of their lands,
the collector and revenue
officials have proposed a
‘Consent Award’ of 1.2
crore per acre.

Talking to Deccan
Chronicle, farmers from
Gunturpalli said they had
been cultivating the land
for generations and the
current offer was far
below the market rate of
¥4 crore per acre. They
said they would part with
their land if compensated
at 22 crore and provided
alternate farmland.

ventures. The government
offered 6,000 per square
vard to plot owners, but
they demanded between
212,000 and 16.000. Some
owners have approached
the courts seeking better
compensation. The dis-
trict administration is
continuing talks with both
farmers and private own-
ers, hoping to resolve the
deadlock and proceed with
the project.

Officials said delays in
land acquisition are hold-
ing back progress despite
clearances and funding
being in place. The pro-
posed airport i1s expecied
to improve connectivity
and boost economic
growth in the region, but
the project can only move
forward once land acquisi-
tion is completed.
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AS CO WEIGHS GROWTH & ACQUISITION PLANS

$1b may Land at

Adani Airport via

Global Investors

B Adani Airport
L. o [LITEUEG e 100% owned by
HANDLING ACROSS INDLA Aiart ENLErprises

= | ckniow FY25 FINANCIALS |
Jaipur # —%m R
Hlm § - up 27% Yoy
— Ebéed: 3,480 ¢r,
¥ i rises 43% on-year
|'L1Ir o P MARKET SHARE
Bhm uwahati
Ahmedatad | OTm  23sofindias
e B | Mangaruy trafTic across
Do m - __f Tdm T airparts
Mumbal - ¥ -
\ Triwanrdrum Mavi Mumbai int’l
Kioi Ml b 49m airpart 1o begln
(LT consInLCEon) ops this fiscal
; . “Evervone: wants (o do o air-
parts with us — lmestors from
Fﬂrthe rlrs_t “me' i Lhis E A, Middle East and Austra
unit s |ﬂ|:||.{||'|g o raise ave evineed interest in in-
i 1 In thie business,” wald
EQUIt‘_uI' [apﬂ.ﬁﬂ from || r Adani, nephew of group

an external investar

Forum Gandhi & Nikita Periwal

Mumbai: Adani Airport Hol
limgs Lad (AAHL) may rakse
around & billion in equity from
international  inw = oas b
evaluates funire wth plans
and potentinl pcguisitions, ao:
vord inge o Adan ] Groug CFO.dn
peshinder Singh.

This worild be the st thme (e
alrport usiness is rmising equiny
capital o an external investor

chalrman Gaotam Adanl. Sa
Ear Adani 15 also executive di-
rector, Adani Groen Energy

Thalrpart wnkl, iy ownsed by
Adnani Enterprises Lid, is valusd
aif arniined $20 Bk, aceopding
tosourees, higher than GMR Adr-
|rts marke! capitnlisation of
&4 billion. GMR nms airports
m New Delthi, Hyderabad, Goa
anad Magpur among others.

As por the Dimctomde Genemal
o Civil Aviatbon, [ndia recorded
'lJu %% anmunl growth in domes-

||r]|.1.'w niger bradfie in |"|

mﬂmlﬂ'ﬁwl'ﬂ H‘ﬁ

Riding Expansion Wave
» From Page 1
Airlines carried a total of
G million passengers.
CareEdge Ratings projecis
nir passenger traffic in In
dia to rise at a 9% comp-
unded annual growth rate
(CAGR) between FYZ5 aml
FY27, taking the volume to
II‘.r1|II|-m

With airports in Mum-
bai-Mavi  Mumbal  and
other key locations, AAHL
nims to ride on this expan-
ion o triple capacity wver
the next decade and a halfl

AAHL, India’s largest
private airport operstor
runs seven of them cur-
rently — Mumbal, Ahmed
shad, Lucknow, Mangali-
r, Jadpur, Guwahadl and
Thirvananihaptiramn
and is putting the finis
hing touches to the ome at
Mavi Mumbai that's set to
open fn August.

Thecompany iscurrently
fully funded but may look
to bring bn additions] capl-
tal depending on timing
and market conditions

“A ool decision on the
siake sale has not yet been
taken,” sald Adani CFO
Singh

GMER Group had secured
i DR300 crope meestmaend
from Abu Dhabi Invest-
ment Authority (ADIA) to
reduoe debd al it promoter
entity GME Enterprises
Pyt LAd{GEPL} in.January,

“We are open to acguisi
tinns in Incia and inter -
tomally™ Singh suid, “For
international deals, it will
hawe to be an international
ety palr which eateis toan
Indian diaspora,”

12 JUME Z025
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Indian national detained
and restrained at Newark
airport; set to be deported

JAYANTH JACDB & MewDethi

AN Indian national from Hary-
na b8 set to be deported from
the IS afier being detained ad
Newark Airport, New Jersey
for entering the country lle
gally without a valid visa, peo
ple familiar with the develop
ment conflrmed on Tuesday
The case gained national gl
diaspora-wide attention after &
viral socialmedia video showed
US officials handeuwifing the
man, pinning him to the ground
with his hands and legs
thedd. Tnelian-American
entreprensur Kunal

Jain, who witnessed '@ X

the scene, posted the

video online, describ-

mg the ndividual, be

lieved to be o student. as
“erying, treated like a erimi-
nal.” and called the episode “a
human tragedy.” The fbotage
has sinee sparked outrage
nmong the [nd inn diaspora and
triggered calls for account abil
ity "Our Consulate in New
York hos ascertained that the
Individual, who belongs to Har
yana, had entered the United
States illegally without a valid
visa and was being deported
back toIndia 88 per a court or-

der,” sald a person familiar
with the matier

During his transitat Newark
Alrport, Us afficlals found the
man"s behaviour “not condua-
cive for travel " leading fo him
being restrained and admitted
to a medical Geility Indian au
thorities wers informed of the
development by the US side.
‘Onee he it to travel the in
dividual will be deported to In-
din,” a souree added

Indian authoritles remain
engapged with IS commiterparts

o seek full clarity on the in
cident while ensuring the

rights and dignity of Tre
dian nationals abroad.

“Our Consulate in New

York continues to remain
engaged with the US an
thorithsa, ™ a souree sald.

As per the sources, Tndia’s
Embnassy in Washington DC
has also been in contact with
the TS authorities o ascertain
the details. The report comes s
US President Donald Trump
ramps up his crackdown on -
legal immigrants and tightens
Immigration rules. According
to the MEA reports, the Trump
administration has already e
ported abouwt 1800 lndian
nationals fom America
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Govt: Indian detained
at Newark had no visa

Tinees News Nerwons

New Delhi: Govt  said
Wednesday that the Indian
national detained at Newark
Airport had entered the Unit-
o States illegally — without
avalid visa — amd was being
deported back to India as per
i court order According to
official sourees, he was e
strabned with handeuffs be-
cause his behuwbour wins not
fit for travel.

Photographof the Indian
nationl pinned down by law
enforcement had gone viral
n social media, forcing the
external affairs ministry to
raise the issue with US au-
thorities, “With regard to a
social post about an Indian
natlonal detained at Ne
wark Alrport in New Jersey
In the United States, our
Consulate in Mew York has
ascertained that the individ-
wil who belongs to Harvana
had entered the United

DEPDRTATION ROW

States illegally without a
villd visa and was belng de-
ported back to India as pera
court order™ said a govt
spurce on the condition of
anonymity “During histran-
sit in Newark, on finding his
behaviour not conducive for
traved, he was restrained and
admitted 1o a medical frcili-
" headded.

Oneehe isfito ravel, the
imdividual will be deported
Lo Il gald Indian author-
ithes, “Our Consulate in Now
York continues to remain en-
gaged with the US author-
ities an this matter,” said an
afficial.

12 DELHI 202&5
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Airlines want user
charge waived at
Srinagar airport

to boost travel

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As scheduled
flights to and from Srinagar
have halved post the Pahal-
gam attack and the number
of air travellers reduced to
about a third, India’s biggest
carriers have requested govt
to stop charging airport and
security fees of Rs 1,250 from
passengers to lower travel
cost and fill up flights, re-
ports.

The Federation of Indian
Airlines — which represents
Air India, IndiGo and Spice-
Jet—on May 29 wrote to avia-
tion secretary Samir Kumar
Sinha: “Currently, every de-
parting passenger pays Rs
1,050 as the user development
fees and Rs 200 as aviation se-
curity fee, plus GST.... re-
quest govt (to) waive both for
every departing passenger
from Srinagar airport for
one vear with immediate ef-
fect. It will boost air travel de-
mand to and from the Srina-
garairport.”
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Airlines want user charge waived at Srinagar airport

New Delhi: As scheduled riers have requested govt to gam attack, Srinagar saw 52
flights to and from Srinagar stop charging airport and se- flights arriving and as many
have halved post Pahalgam curityfeesof Rs1,250fromthe departing daily, flying in and
attack and the number of air passengers to lower travel out 18,000-19,000 passengers.
travellers reduced to justabo- cost and fill up flights. Accor- Thesenumbersare now down
ut a third, India’s biggest car- ding to sources, before Pahal- tojust 6,500 and 7,000,
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Thai Airways to expand India flights, eves tier-11 cities
e 1

Aneesh Phadnis
Pelus bl

Thal Alrways is evaluaring fs
expansion imo ter-11 cires
in India with the ndwctbon of
s Alrbus AS2Ineo aircraft
in 2026, Chief Commercial
Officer Korakot Charagingha
said

The move comes amid a
growth in travel between the
countries and & a par of
Thal Alrways' plane 1o de-
velop Bangkok as a regional
v Lk gl

“India ks a very imporrant
market. W.zﬂgghfu elght key
cirles, plus Gaya in the
winter season.” he said.

Currently, it operates over
75 weekly ﬂlgh:s {one way)
1o India. Delhd is irs largest
destinarion  with  around
three dally flighrs, dara from
aviation  analytics  firm
Cirium show. On some days,
Thal Aleways operates four
flights between Bangkok and
Delhi

Tl = M,
SANASDEE-MAMASTE. The air service agreement has baen

revised, snabling carriers from both the countries to incresss

Frequencies s

Chatasingha sald rhat sec-
ondary cities in India are gtill
untapped, and the alrline is
evaluating  the potential
Thai Alrways will receive its
Alrbus A32Z1neo aircraft lazer
this year, allowing r w
launch more roures to India
from next vear, he added.

INDIAN PASSENGERS

Ower two million Indian
wowrists visited Thalland in
2024, and this ed the
pre-Covid-1% pandermic re-

cord of 1.9 millkon visitors in
1019, India s the third
largest source market for

Thailind  wurlsm  after
China and Malkaysia.
Thal Alrways' Banghok

huh acts as a teansit for Indi-
ans travelling to Australia,
Bali (Indonesks) and other
destinations. Thal Alrways
plans to introduce services
to New Zealand next vear.
Lagt vear, India and Thall-
and revised the akr service
agreerment, enabling carriers

from both countries to In-
crease frequencies. l-'IJEm
berween India and Thalland
have increased X0 per cent
vear-on-year with Alr India,
IndiGGo and Thal Lion Alr in-
creaging flights.

E}mngasintﬂﬁm saidthereiaa
need for more capacicy as
£05Y ViSa NOTMS &re encour-
Emg more travel berween

¢ countries. *The markers
in the South like Bengalur,
Hyderabad and Chennak look
promising and need more ca-
paciry,” e said. Thal Alrways
Is also looking to enhance lts
oode share parmerships with
other carriers. The alrline
has a code share pact with Air
India, and discussions are on
o meg_aud. the partnership,
hie sak

Last week, Thal Alrways
signeda joint business agree-
ment with Torkish Alrfines.
‘This s an o iry for the
airlines :cfmb their
route networks and offer
move  rvel options 1o
CLESTOMETS.

DELHI

11 JUME 2025

Airbus sees scope for A220s in India’s regional segment

Rohit Vaid
Hew Duihi

Acrospace major Alrbus is
optinsstic abéut the pro-
spects of its A220 aircraft in
India, particularly in the re-
glonal connectivity segment.

The marrow-body alrcraft
has a geating capaciry of 100-
150y passengors.

Speaking o Iusinessline,
Rémi Maillard, President &
Managing Director at Airbus
India and Sourh Asla, sald
the A220 could tap into In-
diz's growing reglonal avi-
arion market.

TAPPING OFPORTUNITY
4] see gpecifically an oppor-
Tuniry f!;:l:thu A3 mr';te:l&,
which & the smaller mod-
ule,” Mallkard sakd.

“It's a very versatile mod-
ule. It is very appropriate Lo
connect the Indian ther-ll
and ther-111 cries.”

Currently, the A220 akr-
craft has been introdwced in

multiple markets and Is be-
i1y operated by Delea In the
Us and Air France in Europe.

Alrbug has sold around
900 of these planes.

Besides the commercial
aviarion business, Alrbus is
looking to modernise Indis's
defence sector, Maklland said.

“We believe that we can do
more o support the mod-
ernisarion of the Indian
armed forces with  oor
tankers, with our milizary
helicoprers, and with the
other Alrbus solutions,” the
Managing Director said.

A FINAL ASSEMELY LINE
Aceording to Malllard, the
agrospace major has estab-
lished a final sssembly line
for the C205 abrerafi in
Vadodara, which was inaug-
urated Prime Minkster
Narendra Modi and Spanish
Prime Minister Pedro Sanc-
hez Last vear.

Purther, Alrbig is explos-
ing opportunizies in the heli-
or;gpter segment, particularky

in delivering public services
like emergency medical ser-
wices, law enforcement and
disaster management.

RIGHT SOLUTIONS

“We are working o intro-
doce the rght solutions,
working with the States and
the private sactor 1o intro-
duce helicoprers to contrib-
ute o naton boilding, o
eontribute o the defivery of
public services,” Mallkard
said.

The company has Invested
in a final assembdy line for
the H125 helicopter Lo part-
nership with l‘gfns. In ﬁ;—
vion, Maillard said that the
aeroapace maker |8 commit-
ted to increasing its procure-
ment from lndia.

The aerospace mmajos,
Maillaed s2id, plans
double ks procurement in
abowr five years.

Notably, Alrbus ks target-
ing &2 billion in sutsourcing
from India by 2030,

Lasz year, the aerospace

giant achieved $1.4 billion in
owtsourcing from India,
from 2500 million in 2019,
“We will continue invest-
Ing in India in oo nEnts,
iﬂgscfnmm. and i:lpumw mi-
terials ” Maillard sadd

HEADCOUNT GROWS

“We see multiple fields to
further increase our pro-

curement from the country,”
Maillard sabd.

Additionally, Airbus has
growm ltzh unt in Indes,

with around 3,600 people in
is engineering and digial
centre in Bengaluru,

‘The company has grown
irs headeount since 2020,
when it had around 1,000
emplovess.

“We not enly design in In-
dia, bur innovare in India_ we
make ln India, and we rrainin
India * Makltard sabd.

The aerospace major Is
also planning  open Two
tealming centres in Indla, in-
cluding a joint venoure with
Alr India.
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Centre clears revival of TruJet; aiming for
Nov take off as full-fledged airline, says MD

-]
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The Centre has given its nod
to revive Trulet (formerhy
Turbo Megha Airways) as a
national-level scheduled op-
erator o cater to the growing
demand for air rransport in
the country, sources told
businessline.,

The regional low-cost air-
line was operational between
2015 and 2023, It was
headquartered at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport
in Hyderabad. It halted oper-
ations in February 2022 due
to the financial crisis
wriggered by the Covid
pandemic.

When contacted, Umesh
Vankayalapati,  Managing
Director of Trulet, con-
firmed the development.

“We had approached the

5

™ gjer

The low-cost carrier was
operational between
2015 and 2022

Ministry of Civil Aviation to
revive the Trilet brand. After
extensive  discussions and
presentations made to Min-
istry officials, the Centre has
finally granted us the NoC,”
Vankayalapari told
businessline.

TO RENEW AP

“Now we are required to re-
new the AoP (Air Operators
Permit) from the DGCA

(Directorate-General of Civil
Aviation). The AoP renewal
is expected to take up to 180
days.”

Notably, this time around,
the airline has received ap-
proval to operate as a full-
fledged domestic airline. In
2014, TruJet had received ap-
proval to operare as a *Sched-
uled Air Transport (Re-
gional) Services' provider.

VIZAG TO BE HUB
According to Vankayalapari,
after the receipt of AoP, the
airline will restart operations
with an Airbus A320 aircraft.
“Visakhapatnam will be our
hub airport for the narrow-
bodyv A320aircraft,” he said.

“We are rtargeting to
launch the first flight by
November. It will be from Vi-
sakhapatnam to either Delhi,
Mumbai, Bengaluru or
Hyderabad.”

Apart from A320 planes,
Trufer plans to induct ATR
turboprop aircraft to parti-
cipate in the Centre’s re-
gional connectivity UDAN
scheme.

ATRs FOR UDAN ROUTES
“We plan to base ATRs at the
Lucknow airport. There is a
massive scope of growth in
this region,” Vankayalapari
gaid. “The plan is to intro-
duce ATR aircraft after
routes are allocated to us un-
der the UDAN scheme.”

Additionally, Vankay-
alapati claimed to have finan-
cial backing from a set of new
investors. “The airline plans
to initially invest about 200
crore and hire 600 people.”

But the airline faces many
challenges including stiff
competition, high  fuel
charges and aircraft
availability.
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BoB Emerges as Top Bidder for
Jet Airways’ BKC Office Space

Lender offers ¥370cr
for 83,000sqft
office in an auction
held under IBC

KailashBabar

Mumbai: In a significant deve
lopment under the ongoing Jet
Alrways insolvency proceedings,
public sector lender Bank of Ba-
roda { BoB) has emerged as the hig-
hest hidder for the airlines &3,000
sq) ft office space incommereial to-
wer Godrel BEC in Mumbai's bu-
siness district of Bandra-Kurla
Complex, said people familiar
with the developmont,

The baink has placed a bidof $370
crore, oulpacing other conben-
ders in the auction held under the
Insolvency & Bankruptoy Code
(IBLC), 2016,

Last month, & governmeni-appo
inted liguidatar had put an entire
office floor owned by the defunct
nviation company in this toweron
the hlock with a reserve price of
Toda 2 orore.

Following this, the liquidator is
now expected to inform glabal al
ternative investment major Bro-

The currently vacant
office on the 2nd floor of
the tower was sealed by
Municipal Corporation
of Greater Mumbai
owing to unpaid dues

okfield Asset Management that
holds the right of First refusal
(ROFR) with a 15day period to
mitch the highest bidder if it in-
tends to acquire the property,

According to sources, Brookfi-
el is lkely to exercise the ROFR
for the property

In2020, as part of Jet Alrways’ in-
solvency proceadings, Brookfielkd
had acquired the company's two
office Aoors in the building for
74890 crooe, These offices are cur-

rently oceupled by marguee te
pants ineluding World Bank and

TayPal,

The transaction inwolved aro-
uficl 180,000 s [ office space spre
ad across the third and fowrth Nlo-
ors, along with rights fo 138 car
parking spaces. Broaklield holds
the ROFR for this additional offi-
cr space ton a8 part of the agree
ment entered then

The currently vacani office an
the second Noor of the commerci
al tower was sealsd by the Munici-
pal Corporation of Greater Mum-
bai owing 1o unpaid dues, On
April 28, the National Company
Lavw Tribunal (NCLT ) ordered the
civic body to de-seal the property
and hall recovery actions

Theasset isbeingsold onan asis
where is” basis under the IBC and
all applicable taxes, dues and
transfer charges will be borne by
the successial bidder.

ET's separaie email queries to
the liguidator Satish Kumar
Guptaand Bank of Baroda rema-
ined nnanswered, Brookfield de-
clined to comment.

The e-auction for the property
along with 70 exclusive car par-
king slots in the lower was sche-
duled on June 2 and prospective
bidders were expected (o submit
an ecarnest money deposit of
THd.Gcrore
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Al offers 37,500 compensation
after plaint on cancelled flight

FPJ News Service

MUMBAI

Air India has offered a com-
pensation of Rs7.500 to a pas-
senger after a complaint was
raised in a Sunday column -
Consumer Comnect — by The
Free Press Journal, about a
cancelled Vistara flight and a
delay in refund. Ruta
Sinhsane, a resident of Shivaji
Park, Dadar, had booked a
Vistara flight UK 845 from
Mumbai to Bengaluru for
November 13, 2024, through
the travel website
EaseMyTrip. Just two days
before the travel date, the
flight was cancelled without
any alternate booking or clear
explanation.

This cancellation happened
during the time of the Air

India-Vistara

the refund - on the

By 2 o 2 Openpt AN
Merger. On |pesmpmraecled®®® || pondition that she
November 20, Air = || delete  her post
India confirmed in Even then, no

writing that the
refund would be
processed by
EaseMyTrip.
However, over the

next six  months,
Sinhsane only
received standard

email replies from
the travel agency.
She also faced extra
ravel and accommo-
dation costs of Rs25000
due to  the last-minute
changes.

It was only after she posted
about the experience on social
media on May 23, 2025, that
EaselMyTrip called her late at
night and offered o process

refund was given.
According to avi-
ation rules [CAR
3.3) set bv the
DGCA, passengers
must be informed of
cancellations at least
two weeks in
advance. If not, they
are entitled to a full
refund and com-
pensation of up o
Rs10000. In Sinhsane’s
case, the journey falls under
the Rs7500 compensation
bracket After The Free Press
Journal highlighted her story,
Air India prom ptly responded
and agreed to pay Rs7.500 as
compensaton,



e | o
"I faA=aa= uiftrevor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDT

CHENMAT

11 JUME Z025

'DGCA to conduct radio
communication exam
for pilots from November

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The exam for testing the ra-
dio communication skills of
aspirants to the aviation
sector will be administered
by the Directorate General
(DGCA) of Civil Aviation
starting November, accord-
ing to a senior official of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation.

In the past, the examina-
tion has been plagued by
malpractices and arbitrari-
ness, forcing many to eith-
er pay hefty bribes or take
the exam overseas.

The conduct of the ex-
am — taken by pilots, air-
craft maintenance engi-
neers and flight
dispatchers for procuring a
licence for Radio Telepho-
ny Restricted (Aeronauti-
cal) — will shift from the
Wireless Planning and
Coordination Cell (WPC) of
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy (MEITY) from Novem-

ber so that all the tests
come under the adminis-
trative control of the
DGCA. “The move will en-
sure a single-window clea-
rance for pilot aspirants
and other personnel as
well as streamline the ex-
am taking process,” a se-
nior official of the Ministry
of Civil Aviation said,
speaking on the condition
of anonymity.

The Ministry has now
appointed a committee to
prescribe a syllabus for the
RTR exam, and will notify
rules shortly.

Bribery allegations
The exam has long been
dreaded by the pilot com-
munity because of ram-
pant corruption, including
alleged bribery and swap-
ping of answer papers.
This was partly fuelled
by inconsistencies such as
a lack of a published sylla-
bus and trained personnel
for conducting the exam.

One aspiring pilot re-
counted paying 32 lakh as a
bribe, while another said
he flew to Canada to ap-
pear for the RTR exam as it
sees a large number of re-
jections in India. The cost
of flight tickets was less
than the bribe he may have
had to pay, he said.

“The DGCA must ensure
that the transfer of the ex-
am doesn’t merely result in
a shift from one corrupt
control centre to another.
It must follow the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organi-
zation’s Annexe 1 Stan-
dards and
Recommendations for li-
censing of personnel as In-
dia is the only country that
makes life miserable for
aviation personnel by con-
ducting multiple exams.
There is an opportunity for
India to ensure our pilots
remain within the coun-
try,” said Mohan Ranga-
nathan, a former examiner
on Boeing 737s.
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Airlines want user charge
waived: As scheduled flights
to and from Srinagar have
halved post the Pahalgam
attack and the number of air
travellers reduced, India's
biggest carriers have
requested govt to stop
charging airport and security
fees of Rs 1,250 from the
passengers to lower travel
cost and fill up flights, tun
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Laser beamed at Air India flight landing in Chennai

Chennai: An Air India flight arriving from Pune was targeted by a laser beam while preparing to land at
Chennaiairport in the wee hours of Tuesday, causing a brief moment of concern in the cockpit. Thisisthe
third such incident reported in the past two weeks, police said. Police said the incident occurred as the air-
craft wasdescending towards the runway around 1.10am. A laser beam was reportedly directed at the cock-
pit. The aircraft was carrving 178 passengers and all passengers disembarked safely after landing around
1.20am. Airport authorities have taken note of the incident, and an investigation is underway to identify
the source of the laser beam. Pointing lasers at aircraft is a serious offence under Indian aviation safety re-
gulations, as it puts the flight at risk. The city police have formed special teams to track and apprehend the
suspects, TN
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