AIF?PUH s ALH HOH#TH’ L'?F INLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES PATNA 11 MAY 2026

[ SAYS WEST CHAMPARAN MP } "WITH BIGGER RUNWAY THAN PATNA AIRPORT'

Raxaul airstrip along Nepal
border to turn into airport

Sandeep Bhaskar
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

BETTIAH: To strengthen tourism
and regional connectivity, the
state has initiated steps to trans-
form a non-operational airstrip
at Raxaul in East Champaran
district into an airport along the
Indo-Nepal border. The project
is planned with a runway longer
than Patna's Jay Prakash Nar-
ayan International Airport and
will be equipped to handle jet
aircraft operations.

Dr Sanjay Jaiswal, a four-time
Member of Parliament (MP)
from West Champaran Lok
Sabha constituency, told Hindu-
stan Times that about 70% of the
land required for the project has
been acquired and that its tender
will be floated soon. “The
selected contractor will be
required to complete the con-
struction within 18 months while
legal formalities will be taken
up,” he added.

“The proposed airport would
have a 2,360-metre-long runway
which would be longer than

Aview of the airstrip at Raxaul in East Champaran.

Patna airport’s 2,072-metre run-
way. What sets it apart is that the
runway would be built over
Tilawe river (hilly river) and the
airport will be equipped for jet

aircrafts’ landing and take-off

among other striking features,”
said Jaiswal, after his on-the-
spot visit of the existing airport.

Located about 204 km north
of Patna, the airport at Chikani
near Pantoka in Raxaul appears
as a decrepit structure with a
damaged runway. Over time, the
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) has
set up its camp here. Reporis

HT PHOTO

indicate that the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) oper-
ated the airport from 1960 until
it ceased operations in 1970.

“A whopping 212 acres of air-
port land exists in our records,
while 139 acres of land needs to
be acquired. Of this, 40 acres of
land acquisition is in its final
stage while efforts are on to
acquire the remaining land,”
said Manish Kumar, Raxaul Sub-
Divisional Magistrate, adding
that the project is unique due to
its increased capacity and con-
struction over a riverine stretch.
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Gitizens rally behind HAL
airport, submit plea to PM

Civic volunteers submit memorandum seeking limited civilian operations at HAL
Airport to improve urban mobility and ease growing airport commute challenges

| Iffath Fathima
iffath fathima@timesofindia.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

uring Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi’s visit to Bengaluru

on Sunday, residents and

civic volunteers submitted a
formal appeal seeking resumption
of civilian flight operations at HAI
Airport, citing growing traffic con-
gestion and travel difficulties for
citizens commuting to Kempegowda
International Airport.

The memorandum was submit-
ted by civic volunteer and resident
representative Shachi Pathak along
with fellow resident Anil during
the Prime Minister’s public ad-
dress event at HAL Airport. Though
residents could not meet the Prime
Minister personally, the letters were
handed over through MLA 5 Suresh
Kumar of Rajajinagar and MLA CK
Ramamurthy of Javanagar, who as-
sured the group that the represen-
tation would be forwarded to the
Prime Minister's Office,

HAL Airport served as Bengal-
uru's main airport for several dec-
ades before commercial operations
ended in 2008 after Kempegowda
International Airport opened at De-
vanahalli. [n the letter addressed to
the I'ime Minister, residents high-
lighted Bengaluru's rapid urban
growth and challenges arising from
dependence on a single operational
airport located on the city's north-
e outskins.

“Bengaluru has grown into one
of India’s most important economic

HAL revival could significantly improve
Bangaluru’s urban mobility

and technological hubs, with mil-
lions of residents depending on ef-
ficient urban infrastructure and con-
nectivity,” the letter stated.

The representation noted that
commuting to Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport often takes two to
four hours due to heavy conges-
thon, resulting in missed fAights, in-
creased travel costs, stress, and loss
of productive time, Senior citizens,
families with childmen, husiness trav-
ellers, and medical passengers were
identified as the most affected.

Residents urged the Centre to
consider reopening HAL Airport for
limited civilian operations, especial-
Iy for domestic and regional flights,
The memorandum stated that the
centrally located airport already has
aviation inirastructure capable of
supporting short-haul connectivity,
business travel, and emengency avia-
tion services,

"The reopening of HAL Airport
for limited civilian operations would
provide significant relief to Bengal-
uru residents and improve overall

urban mobility,” Shachi wrote,

The memorandum also drew
comparisons with Hindon Airport
in the National Capital Region,
where civilian operations function
alongside an Air Force base, suggest-
ing a similar dual-use model for HAL

“ Conduct feasibility
assessment for
civilian operations at
HAL Airport, explore
dual-airport
framework, consult
aviation, defence, state
agencies and citizens,
and consider phased
domestic and regional
connectivity services

— Shachi Pathak: Civic volunteer

and resident representative

Airport. Pathak said multiple global
metropolitan cities successfully op-
erate more than one airport and
added that Bengaluru would benefit
from a dual-airport framework,

“Conduct feasibility assessment
for civilian tlpwrulinn'; at HAL Air-
port, explore dual-airport frame-
work, consult aviation, defence,
state agencies and citizens, and con-
sider phased domestic and regional
connectivity services,” Pathak said.

The letter added that this initia-
tive would be welcomed by Bengal-
uru residents and significantly im-
prove transportation efficiency and
urban life.
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Akasa to fly B'luru fhghts from Noida airport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

CLOSE on the heels of IndiGo
announcing its launch flights
from the Noida International
Ajrport (NIA), Akasa Air on
Monday announced that it will
commence operations from the
new airport with daily direct
flights to Bengaluru and Navi
Mumbai from June 16.

An official release from the
airline said, *Effective June 16,
Alkasa Air will commence daily
direct flight= connecting Noida
International Airport with Ben-
galuru and Navi Mumbai,
strengthening access to the Na-
tional Capital Region while link-
ing it with two of India's most
dynamie economic centres.”

According to the schedule re-
leased by the airline, flight QP
1575 will depart from Bengaluru
at 4.25 pm on June 16 and arrive
in Noida at 7.15 pm. On the re-
turn leg, flight QP 1576 will de-
part from Noida at 7.55 pm and
reach Bengaluru at 11 pm. Simi-
larly, flight QP 2017 will depart
from MNavi Mumbai at 7.25 am

and arrive in Noida at 8.35 am.
The return flight, QF 2018, will
leave Noida at 10.15 am and land
in Navi Mumbai at 12.30 pm.

Anand Srinivasan, Co-Found-
er and Chief Commercial Of-
ficer of Akasa Air, said, "As In-
dia’s aviation market expands,
capacity creation at the right
infrastructure nodes will be
kev to sustaining prowth. Daily
direct connectivity with Ben-
galuru and Navi Mumbai is an-
chored in strong origin-destina-
tion demand as well as onward
connectivity potential.”

He further said that Akasa
Adr sees the Noida Internation-
al Airport evolving into a key
pillar of its network architec-
ture in the coming years, sup-

parting both point-to-point traf-
fic and future connectivity
flow=z while contributing to the
airline's long-term growth.

Meanwhile, IndiGo's flight
from Lucknow will be the first
aircraft to land at N1A on June
15, while its Bengaluru-bound
flight will be the first to take off
from the alrport on the same
day, marking the beginning of
domestic commercial
operations.

Officials said IndiGo would
initially connect the airport
with more than 16 cities. The
airport is expected to help de-
congest Delhi-MCH airspace
and improve regional connec-
tivity across western Uttar
Pradesh and adjoining areas.
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High fares, weak connectivity cast
shadow over Noida Airport launch

ASHOKE RAJ W Rew Delhi

The much-awaited Noida International
Airport at Jewar is set to begin com-
mercial operations on June 15, marking
a major milestone in India's aviation
infrastructure expansion. However,
even before the first flight takes off,
concerns are growing over whether
the airport will be able to attract
enough passengers amid higher air-
fares, limited connectivity and inade-
quate transport infrastructure.
Positioned as a major alternative to
Delhi's Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA), the new airport is
expected to ease congestion in the
National Capital Region and boost eco-
nomic development in western Uttar
Pradesh. Yet, recent passenger feed-
back and airfare trends suggest the
airport could face a challenging start.
A LocalCircles survey conducted
earlier this month among more than
19,000 air travellers across Delhi,
Noida, Gurugram, Ghaziabad and
Faridabad found that 95 per cent of

Onidy 3% Delhd NCR als travelise willing to give
Nabla Slrport & try In 2026; laIge majorty 1o svosd
due 0 distance and higher fares

The fiew Nobila alrport will start Jishe 15, 2026 with
opanilag day faies 25% highet Than Delhl atrpaet
fares ts sanvs dastinatisns. if you hed to Ay in 2026,
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respondents would still prefer flying
from Delhi airport if ticket prices from
Noida remain significantly higher.
Around 58 per cent cited both lower
fares and easier accessibility as the
primary reasons for choosing Delhi,
while 32 per cent preferred it mainly
because of proximity.

Only 5 per cent of respondents
expressed willingness to use the
MNoida airport, largely out of curiosity
to experience the newly built facility.



AIRPORTS ALHHGR%I Y OF lNLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER

DELHI

12 MAY 2026

Gold worth <3 crore seized at Mumbal alrport two held

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Mumbai Customs officers
have seized smuggled gold
worth around 73.15 crore in
two separate cases involving
passengers arriving from
Dubai, including a finance
professional who allegedly
told investigators he

attempted to move his
assets to India amid ten-
sions linked to the ongoing
US-lran war.

According to an official
statement issued by the

Airport Commissionerate,
Mumbai Customs Zone-lll,
the first seizure was made on
May 10 after officers inter-
cepted a passenger arriving
on Spicejet flight SG5023 from

Dubai based on APIS profil-
ing. During the examination,
customs officials recovered
four pouches containing 24-
carat gold dust mixed in wax,
weighing 1.02 kg net and
provisionally valued at
1.41 crore.

In a clever man, the pas-
senger had allegedly con-
cealed the gold inside a

packet of cigarettes. In the
second case, customs officers
intercepted a passenger
arriving from Dubai on
Emirates flight EK 506 and
recovered 1.257 kg of 24-carat
crude gold worth around
?1.74 crore. Officials said the
passenger, described as a
high-income professional
working in the financial
sector, was arrested under
the Customs Act, 1962.
During preliminary ques-
tioning, the passenger
allegedly told investigators
that fears arising from the

Us-lran war and recent
attacks in Dubai prompted
him to move his foreign
assets to India by converting
them into gold and smug-

gling them to avoid duties
and regulatory scrutiny.
Further investigation is
underway in both cases,
officials said.
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Airfares at Noida airport
similar to Delhi’s despite

lower ATF tax structure

M
Our Bureau
Ml Drilil

Ticket prices for Aights from
the Noida International Ale-
port are almost identical o
those from Indira Gandhl In-
wemarional Alrport d e
Uttar Pradesh u%irmgﬁ]g—
nificantly lower aviation rue-
bine fuel (ATF) ©m
SIFLCTIrE.

A bresdnecsline check of live
fares on the online travel
agency lxige showed no
meaningful price differentzal
between  flights  operating
from Two on an-
muwedmwtfjmus.

These alr fares hove ralsed
concerns within the Industry
over the akrport’s ability to
artract fiyers through pricing
advantage alone.

As per Daign, fares on the
Nid-Lucknow ond Delhi-
Luckmow  routes  were
enrical ar 33594, while
NlA-Hyderabad and Dedhi-
Hydarabad were both priced
ar 6,129 Similarly, fares w
Amritsar from both sirpores
wene the same._

At present, Uttar Pradesh
bevies only 1 e cent value
added max (VAT} on ATF
compared 1o pexely 25 por
centin Delhi,

COST ADVANTAGE

This policy messure was
girmed at giving Noada Inger-
national Alrport a oost ad-

vantage over Delhd
and atrracring both m

and passengers.
However, i EXECHL-
wes old & ine that

higher aeronaurical

and user development fees

(UD¥) at the upeoming ake-
are offsecting the bene-

1 arising from lower fuel

ARATioN.

Presemaly, an ad hoe tardf
order isswed by the Alrports
Economic Regulstory  Au-
thority {AERA} has fixed the
UDF for de domestic
passengers af Nolda Interna-
tional Alrport ot T400 com-

The air fares
have raised
concerns within
the industry over
the airport’s ability
to attract flvers
through pricing
advantage alone

pared 1o 129 ar Delhi ale-

On the other hand, ardv-
ing domestic passengers at
.':Ifﬂ. will pay £210as UDF.

FINAL TARIFF
Meanwhile, AERA's final tar-
Iff determination order for
the alrport |8 expected soon.

Nogzhly, IndiGo hes com-
menced bookings for fights
from the al 1 ls
scheduled o begin opera-
tons from June 15, connect-
ing che alrpory to over 16 do-
mestic destimations,
including Hyderabad, Jaipur,
L:ha.udlgarh?lsr!mgﬂ..lnfm-
sar, Jammu and Panrnagar,

According o industry in-
siders, IndiGo has already
radsed concerns over the -
I strucrure with AERA

In its submissions w the
regulator, Inditco sakd kand-

s fior marrow- f

:erdﬁmft the airport n.reb?ﬂ:}
nificantly higher compared
to Delhi alrport for domestic
OPEraiong

Speaking to businesiie,
indusrry I.niu.iu_'ts sabd the el-
evated alrport charges are in-
creast owerall il
cmﬂ:M& i

BIG ROADBLOCK
These ewrrent clarpes,
sources said, may affect the
‘s abiity o amwract
passengers during the inirial

e of operations.
PML:L‘DI'IIT;S-L Delhl alrport’s
STFGIgEr CONNECHviTY, metro
access, ond established net-
work presence will make it

tougher for NLA to ramg-up
Gperarhng.
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GIFT City aircraft leasing cos seck incentives to attract talent, easier tax regime

—
Avinash Mair
ahmedabad

Facing a shortage of “special-
ised™ aviation finance talent,
members of India’s aircraft
leasing industry — including
IndiGo and Air India — have
urged the government to in-
troduce employee tax in-
centives, housing support
and dedicated aviation finan-
cing measures to strengthen
Gujarat's GIFT Ciry's ambi-
tions of competing with
global leasing hubs such as
Ireland and Dubai.
Participating in the ‘Air-
craft Leasing and Financing
Summit 2.0" held ar GIFT
City, the industry parti-
cipants also raised concerns
over tax-related challenges
faced by aircraft lessors in
India, including high tax
scrutiny, litigation and un
certainty around the applic-

ability of General Anti-
Avoidance Rules (GAAR).
They said clearer tax rules
and stronger double taxation
avoidance agreements with
other countries would help
improve confidence among
global leasing companies and
make leasing aircraft from
India more competitive.

PERSONAL TAXATION
“Introduce targeted meas-
ures to arract and retain
specialised global aviarion
finance professionals in
GIFT IFSC, including con-
sideration of competitive
personal taxation and pro-
fessional mobility facilita-
tion,” stated a report re-
leased by KPMG India at the
aviarion summit.

The report titled, “Advan-
cing the aircraft leasing eco-
system in India” warned that
talent availability could
emerge as the “critical sue-

cess factor” for India’s air-
craft leasing ambitions,

“Accelerate  development
of residential, social and
community infrastructure in
GIFT City to support the re-
location and long term re-
tention of international avi-
atdon finance talent,” the
report further stated and
mentioned that a global leas-
ing hub requires “rechnical
asset managers, engine spe-
cialists, re-marketing expert-
ise and legal depth™

“There are certain chal-
lenges thar need w be ad-

dressed. The first and the im-
portant one is thar talent
acquisition is a very difficult
task in GIFT City. There
should be some incentives to
the employees of GIFT City
— maybe in terms of reduced
income tax or incentive in
housing, education or club
membership — should be
considered to attract the tal-
ent. It is very difficult to get
the specialised talent in
GIFT City,” said Krishan
Bhargava, CEQ of Inter-
Globe Aviation Financial
Services IFSC — the leasing
arm of IndiGo Airlines.

TAXATION ISSUES

Bhargava also raised con-
cerns around taxation issues
faced by aircraft lessors op-
erating in India. “On the
lessor point of view there is
intense tax scrutiny and lirig-

arion in India asainst aircraft
lessor,” he said, adding thar

the “confidence” among
lessors is missing due to rax
notices.

He further said the ab-
sence of objective criteria
around applicability of Gen-
eral Anti-Avoidance Rules
GAAR) creates uncertainty
tor global leasing companies.

He also called for India to
strengthen its double taxa-
tion avoidance treaty net-
work o make leasing from
India more competitive
globally.

Abhijit Menon, Divisional
Vice-President {Commer-
cial) at Air lndia,said the avi-
ation industry is seeking a
more stable tax environ-
ment, particularly regarding
GAAR provisions and double
taxation treaties. He also
emphasized the need for bet-
ter access to financing, in-
cluding the expansion of In-
dian rupee-based fundin
both within GIFT Ciry an

the domestic market. Ac-
cording to Menon, treating
aireraft financing as part of
the infrastricture sector
could encourage greater par-
ticipation from Indian banks
inaircraft trade finance.

AIRCRAFT LEASING

The KPMG report also re-
commended amending the
Banking Regulation Act and
RBI regulations to permit
aircraft leasing as an author-
ised banking activity for
banks

Other recommendations
included extending IFSC-
linked tax incentives to MRO
and component repair activ-
ities, enabling direct cus-
toms clearance of aircraft
parts within IFSC, and allowe-
ing seamless transfer of air-
craft ownership between
IFSC-based lessors without

uiring physical export
E?ire -import of aircraft.
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Akasa Air to start
Noida airport flights
from.June 16

Akasa Alr will start flights from the Noida
International Alrport from June 16, the
second airdine sef tocommence services from
the new alrport. The alrport, which was Inau-
gurated on March 28, will start commercial
operations from June 15. In a release on
Monday, Akasa Alr said it would start daily
flights connecting Nolda airport with Benga-
luru and Navi Mumbai from. June 16. “The air-
linewill continue to progressively strengthen
its network from Noida Intermnational Alrport.,
expanding both domestic and international
connectivity over time,” the release sald.
Further, Akasa Ajrwould have an MRO (main-
tenance, repair and overhaul) facility within
the airport premises. IndiGo will be the first
carrier to start operations from the airport
with flights connecting Lucknow and Benga-
luru from.June1s. BTI
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Minister says bullet trains would eventually wipe out short-haul flights

Vaishnaw’s 4 8-minute threat to airlines

FE BUREAU
How Dethi ay 13

IF RAILWAYS MIHISTER Ash-
wini Valshnaw has his way,
India’saklines may soon dis-
cover that their bigeest com
petitor lsn't ﬂ'pll:l.ﬂa! 35,000
Feet. it runs on tracks. Mumbai-
Pune in 4% minutes; Ben-
E_n!unt-t'h.rnnn:l tn 78 and
Hydembad-Bengaluru ina it
the ower two hours,

The Railways Minister on
Monday sketched out a future
in which bullet trains do @
short-haud aviatbon what bud-
getairlines once did to AC First
Class — make It lock slow,
EXpeTEnie and :.li.g!‘l.ii:.r AEFITLEC-
ossary, in the process redraw
Ing India®s travel map and
potentially give airlines sleep
lesx rughl:..

At the CIT Annial Business

TRAVEL PLANS

W injapan & China,
high-speed rail
natworks have sharply
eul air traffic in short-
distance sectors

mGovtis currently

ML= AHD

BE IMDIXS

oxecuting the -

Mumbai-A hmedabad # India‘s aviation market # This means even if rail
high-speed remains structuratly under- infra improves, aviation

rail project . say analysts demand may still go up
Summit 2028, Valshnaw  rently bullding the Mumbal-  Inoeasingly belng viewed as

declared that bullet trains
would eventually “wipe out
short -haul ltlﬁhl.-\.': arguing
that high- speed rail could fun
damentally alter domestic
travel economics on some of
India’s bu siest mutes

The gowernment is cur-

Ahmedabad bullet train corri

dor while evaluating a much
widerh Igh-= pﬂ-tl rail nefvwork
connecting major cconombc
bk, Corfdors such as Mum-

bai-Pune, Pune-Hyderabad,
H]ﬂir:.'l.harl-l!rngﬂunl anad
Bengahuru-Chenmai are

natiral candidates becuse of
dense passenger traffic and
rela.livr|:,r shuwrt distances,
Vaishnaw laid out travel
times thatwould sharplycom-
press intercity movement:
Mumbak-Panein 48 minutes,
Pune-Hyderabad in 1 hour 5%

minutes, Hyderabad-Ben
Enluru in 2 hours 8 minutes,
Chennai- Hyderabad in 2 hours
55 minutes and Bangahiru-
Chennaiin 78 minutes.

That puts bullet trains
squarely in competition with
alrlines, especially on busi-
ness-heavy  utes  where

passengers  value  total
journey tHimemaore than ous-
ing spesd.

Unlike airports located on
city outskirts, high-speed rail
statbons offer elty-centre
access and eliminate lengthy
securily checks, baggage pro-
ceduresand boarding quenes
The government’s argument
1% II'I.AJ once |:|4:r|:|r-|:|:|-|.h:|ur
trave] time is calculated, bul
let trains may beat planes
despite travelling slovwer.

Continued on Page T

Vaishnaw’s 48-minute..

"BULLET THAINS WILL wipe
out short-haol flights” Vaish
naw sald, citing lapan and
Chima where high -speed rail
networkes sty ndfcan ty sroded
domestic aviation demand on
shorter sectors

Foraidines, the WATTHITE i%
not trivial, Metro-to-metro
TR B TETTIAL AT g themost
profitabie parts of India’s mria
tion market, supgorting kigh
aircraft otilisation and pre
i business traffie lindiGo
and Air India have built much
of thelr demestic network
strategy am I.II'I.I‘IFI'H‘IH.'I}'IL‘]L"!-E
dense corridors.

Thecomments alo come al
acurous moment. lndian ar
riers have collectvely ordered
more than 1,500 alreraft over
the prast two years, hﬂllnﬂ
aggresstecly on dsing inoomes
and  expanding air travel
demand. The Rathways Min

istry, however, appears con-

he B/

winced that atleast part of this
futuretrafic canmigmat eback
to tracks — afbeltat 300 kmph,

Vaishnaw said India plans
to spend nearly Hs 16 lakh
e on b llet tmin corr dors,
with "practicmlly the entire
amount " I'I.IJ'H'I.I:I E Lo |IIIJJJ n
contractors and suppliers.
Land acrjuisition for upcoming
corridors will begin shorthy, he

added, promising execution at

a *never veen before pace® ln
India. He also said Indian Rail
ways utillsed nearly 98 per
centofits FY2 6 capital expen
titire budget by the snd of
February, mflecting the accel-
eration in project execution.

[mdia remans. FEATS dway
from a nationwide bulle traln
grid and the Mumbsai- Ahmesd
abad corridoritself has faced
delays linked to land acquisk-
tion and mnstruction bottle
necks. Analysts also ot ouid
that India’s aviation market
remalng structurally under-
penet rﬂ1rr|,|'r|r.1rnng amtravel
demand could comtinue
expandmgevenif bullet trains
gain tactkon,

§till, the broader message
from the povernment s
I.'IEi.LI'I:I1 I.Ilﬁ = h.'JIL'I' imn |h.E FATERTRL
battle for India’s travellers, air
lines may no longer have the
fast lane cotirely io
thirmaelves
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Al axed 1,000 in 3 yrs

over ethics

MUMBA|

Air India has terminated more
than 1.000 employees over the
last three years for ethical
breaches, including misuse of
the employee leisure travel sys-
tem, according to airline CEQ
Campbell Wilson.

Flagging that hundreds of
employees are  terminated
every year for non-compliance,
Wilson also emphasised that
stalf must act ethically even
when no one is watching. Wil-
son made the remarks during a
town hall meeting with em-
ployees on Friday, sources said,
as Air India implements cost-

breaches’

i.'l.'llllﬂg measures amid mount-
ing financial pressures. Tata
Group-owned Air India has
around 24,000 employees.

The nirline’s CEQ and Ma-
naging Director said that over
the past three years, “we have
terminated more than L0ODO
penple for ethical breach”, citing
instances such as smuggling
items off aircraft and allowing
excess bagpage without charg-
ing passengers. He also referred
o hundreds of emplovees who
had misused the Employee Lej-
sure Travel (ELT) system and
stressed that such practices
would not be tolerated.

} Contdon | nation

Al axed...

In March, sources had said the asirline detected
large-scale discrepancies in the use of its leisure
travel policy involving more than 4,000 employees,
and had initiated corrective measures, incuding
pennlties against erring staff,

Air India has introduced several cost-cutting
measures, including withholding annual incre-
ments for employees and directing staff to curb dis-
cretionary and non-essential expenditure, while
warning of “tough times” ahead.
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Centre seeks end to
SC airfare oversight

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment has urged the Supreme
Court to refrain from continu-
ing its monitoring of a public
interest litigation (PIL) chal-
lenging volatile airfares and
airline charges, stating that a
comprehensive statutory rule-
making exercise is already
underway and that the Centre
is attempting to fast-track the
process in light of the “emerg-
ing scenario”.

In an affidavit filed before a
bench of justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta, the Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) maintained that the
broader issues raised in the
petition, including surge pric-
ing during festivals and holi-
days, baggage charges and
algorithm-driven fare fluctua-
tions, are under active consid-
eration as part of the framing of
new aviation rules under the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam
(BVA), 2024.

The Centre further indicated
that the pending PIL should
now be treated merely as “rep-
resentation or suggestions” to
the draft rules and disposed of,
contending that any grievance
against the eventual rules could
constitute a fresh cause of
action.

“It is submitted that the
present petition may be
ordered to be treated as repre-
sentation or suggestions to the
draft rules and the petition be
disposed of since finalization of
rules would become a separate
cause of action, if at all the peti-

Supreme Court had earlier
raised concerns over fare
spikes.

AFP

tioner is aggrieved by it,” the
affidavit said.

The matter was listed before
the bench on Monday but was
adjourned without any sub-
stantive hearing. Social activist
S Laxminarayan, through advo-
cate Charu Mathur, filed the
PIL in the matter.

The affidavit comes in
response to the court's
repeated concern over steep
and unpredictable airfare
spikes, particularly during fes-
tival seasons, emergencies and
major events such as the
Kumbh Mela, when the bench
had earlier remarked upon
alleged “exploitation” by air-
lines.

Seeking to assure the court
that passenger interests remain
central to policy considera-
tions, the Centre said that air
travel had now become “an
indispensable service for mil-
lions of citizens” and that the
government remained “deeply
committed” to consumer wel-
fare even while preserving a
competitive aviation market.
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World’s highest-flying repo men are collecting Spirit’s jets

YT Y
e bl com

Toe Thrwt ecall e fo Holby
T Allen's pliome af & pam.
ET vn a Friday. The
message: Gt the repo men
reandy.
Sprit Alrdines was still in
oopserii o] prlanes weere e
air. Bt the

oo ehosertothe beink. Alln
ani co-founder Steve Glor-
o cpuichly sssembdiod amos-
terof pllots, most of whor had
wibked for Spimt. They made
a WhitsApp group, which
swefled to 40 pllots. One lad

Juasit Lancled
“He sald, ‘can | My In
ahors™" Glovdono recalled.
Mot o garuly-

narerufl beas- mmmm lem. “We

g firms
that wwn
choeens ol s hregh vellow s
were peliing umndous s Splrit
barrelkd fosvand Doguidation.
Thesy waned thir planes back.
1 had six howrs fo Aod N0
pulonts.” Albem sabd.
Miomulie Aviathon Group,
hils company, had been stand-

Ly by T et b s S bt tee-

generally

go khalils
and polos, but you know,
vouve gt to do what vou've
got todo,” he told him.

By Bam. the next day, with
Splrit’'s death now officgal, they
were resady to go. Pilaots hod
fnmmi] ot e airprts in South
Florila, Charlotte, Houston
anil Columibins, Ol to go

Mamadic Avdation Group co-foundes Sieyve Giordano Mew one af
the planes from Philadelpdis on Thorscs

plek up the stranded jets.
Some were still of the gates
where ey’ parked after
theeir fnal Mighea

T sormew bt grio tash ks
suirpietabingly comgples, ol

ATV ERCIMADSC (W

Ing howrsbong Zoom ealls with
regulators sd plrportofficials,
st ik st b dermnes of Tow-
viers, Gilordamo spient hisson's
oodlege graduation gheed to buis
plsaine, cosisrrlint g thie frst

wave ol metrlevals,

Ganining access o the plones
ecan ber g headache, Adrpor
wlficials don't el just envone
My ol with o BO0-sed pssan -
ger it —they winl 1o ree sone
paperwarle Each nepossesshon
can ke several hours,

“Yiotacan't e hop feocesand
tode dhrplanes.” Glonlano sikd
“I's ot 1k they doon TV,”

Planes have to be located,
st o fanded. Nomoidie
arrangeseveryihing an airline
werlald normally take care of
and then some—making sume
the et gets fueled, planning
Might roufes, even arranging
Trobesds for crew,

A lersed mechanie hos o
Inspaect the plene god sign off
wmt fis mainteneance histary. A4
tepireseritntiye desbgnten] by

it Federad Aviathon Admins-
trmtion has togive the O that
the plans s alrwisrthy.
Things get more conipli-
citedd by the day. There's a
teking elock belore mom
mabntengmee and lspect o
resquirernens kick i
aborrlans, whio is alsea pllot
an grreviously worked foralr-
lines, New ane of the planes
Ireiim Philssdelphin on Thors
. Tl Wi-Fil still worbed —
theigch e conldn'tnmswer, his
phone kept pinging with
upidates wod questions abwou
the other Spirlt planes
Nomumdic was supposed (o
Terry. The gulley carts were
still fully stocked with water,
micke il smacks.

TURHTO PAGE &

World's
highest-
flying repo
men collect
Spirit’s jets

Wil was good Decam: |
Tyt 1 briog gy Tood with
miime, | whs enson i rieshi 1 gl
ot e dlwwar™

1T ok s L fo Ao
o harsers o psh Ui
claris's gl bk —sonims v
dors are skinish sl asy-
thing berving to eho with Spirt
] ety alouil getling paid
Sormaadliv has had Bo pay same
il Huei ap Bl

Nomalic operaies fike o
msiniaure aicline thal lerdes
et around the woelid lor aie-
el st Iy HEF Gy
Bew to Hachin. China— ks
B il i Testivial—to cnlbect a
pilane fix & client who wantsl
s eryginies. The trip tisok over
2 howrsemcommmendal Dighis
T ronitee Boclediver s pane
I W aless el udesd stops it Cal-
cubia, Muscat s Cairo.

“stahility for us ls lad™
Ginrdano said. “When things
are had wene evirems |y bisy
When thdniges are vl s
[ e ETTE

11 ok Y Iniineess o
b picking uga, A surge in foel
pirdces i wiaking Birvoe wi
the inclustry, sepieesting pindles
anel yuishing agrfare higher.

s nol thie kind of job
Nommailic relishes.

W@ very very sxlihingon
o laoman lisved, ™ Allen cxirl

Gl e docunsents sune
Eripm o lais “Cischpil Caasiial™
YouTobe series oml e and
Alleens bt o paodiznss alwnit ileas
a DocTash for s, The o
s scial-rwlia jeesens
Buzm grivesns D heerny sirpu ot -cedelanity
stabus ik bebje ] s osors.

“Everviliing we do B 2 side
al aviation very few ko
eists,” Crinrdanosail “We're
gy thal Oy aroueul in jeans
agiel T-shirts. whicls i iisell
lusrkis hibesre =

Nurailic has so Gar ferried
arnind two does Spiri jets
Ealubiigg Uieins 1o iiplaoe bonie-
varuds o the Arteoea desen
whiereihey sitwhike (heronn-
s cheschnhe vl Todo with v
Th cliimastes, low in ekl are
that car lesd o st in corre
s, il lrpsiching pines.

Far U Brsrvanesr Spui it pilists,
Ll s gtvess st e Lot vl
b b wisllony st

With no peenyrers or Blglhi
altendanis, the Might was
el cjubied, aind Wik bond 1o
remmeniber o e Hse Nomadic
cill sign rather than “Spi-i
Wings" safil one pilon

“Enoing this is the ks
Mighi —whwen we laond amd we
ol den amnd shnat dbewrn, that s the
Lt tirme a Spir pibot will evir
sl (bt controbs” he sl
“Thil is a sobertig thimgght =

ER0BE DOW IRHES & OO 1N
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India’s expanding aviation infra
driving growth in hospitality sector

NEW DELHLI: India’s expand-
ing aviation infrastructure is
driving growth in the hospitality
sector, with major hotel chains
increasing investments in air-
port-linked properties amid ris-
ing air traffic and better regional
connectivity.

Hotel industry executives
said the development of green-
field airports and improved
access to tier-11 and tier-111 cities
are boosting demand for hotels
near airports. These properties
cater to business travellers, tran-
sit passengers, airline crew and
the MICE (Meetings, Incen-
tives, Conferences and Exhibi-
tions) segment. Radisson Hotel
Group Managing Director
and COO, South Asia, Nikhil
Sharma said airport hotels are

becoming a high-growth seg-
ment as India accelerates airport
infrastructure development.
“The rapid expansion of
airport infrastructure across
India, particularly greenfield
developments, is positioning
airport hotels as a high-growth
segment within the hospitality
sector,” Sharma said. He added
that improved air connectivity
is increasing demand for hotels
offering convenience and seam-
less access to commercial hubs
for transit passengers, airline
crew and business travellers.
Sharma said the company
is strengthening its presence in
airport-led micro-markets wit-
nessing rapid commercial and
urban expansion and will con-
tinue exploring opportunities

aligned with its growth strategy.

gChaJct Hgfclgls LimitE?:l
COO Gaurav Singh said air-
port expansion is reshaping hos-
pitality demand by improving
access to destinations once con-
sidered peripheral or seasonal.

He said destinations ben-
efiting from enhanced air con-
nectivity are seeing stronger
and more consistent demand,
reducing dependence on peak
travel seasons.

According to Singh, better
connectivity is also widening
the traveller mix by bringing
corporate and MICE demand
to markets previously driven
mainly by leisure travel, sup-
porting stable occupancy and
improved demand quality
throughout the year.  AGENCIES
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Air India layoffs

B MUMBAL: Alr India has
terminated more than
1,000 staff in the last
three years for ethical
bredches, Including
those for misusing the
emploves leisure travel
system, according to the
alriine's chlef Campbell
Wilson. Fm
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Air India axes 1,000-plus staff

in compliance crackdown

NEW DELHI, May 10:
Facing rising financial pres-
sure and operational chal-
lenges, Air India has intensi-
fied its internal compliance
and cost-control measures,
with the airline terminating
maore than 1,000 employees
over the last three years for
ethical misconduct and poli-
cy violations.

The disclosure was made
by Air India CED and MD
Campbell Wilson during a
town hall meeting with em-
ployees.

Wilson reportedly told staff
that the airline had taken ac-
tion against employees in-
volved in multiple violations,
including misuse of the Em-

plovee Leisure Travel (ELT)
system, smuggling items off
aircraft and allowing excess
baggage without proper
charges.

The airline’s stricter en-
forcement comes at a time
when it is hattling significant
financial stress,

The Air India Group, com-
prising Air India and Air India
Express, is projected to have
posted losses of more than Rs
22,000 crorve in the financial
vear ended March 2026,

As part of its broader re-
structuring and turnaround
efforts under the Tata Group,
the airline has already initi-
ated several cost-saving
MEeasures.

These include withholding
annual salary increments for
employees, reducing discre-
tionary spending and cutting
non-critical expenditure
across departments,

The Tata-Group airline im-
plementing these measures
as government data also
showed that Air India Express
reported a significant jump in
losses during the FY25,

In a written reply to Lok
Sabha on December 11, 2025,
Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
=aid that the airline, which had
posted a Rs 1,63.12 crore Inss
in FY 2023-24, recorded a
steep boss of Rs 58 32 37 crore
in FY 2024-25,

This marks a major setback
compared to its small profit
of Rz 1,16.32 crore in FY
2022-23.

According to the data, sev-
eral Indian carriers continued
to face challenges, though
some airlines managed to
improve their performance,

Wilson also cautioned em-
ployees about the difficult
business environment, par-
ticularly uncertainties linked
to the Middle East situation,
which continues to impact
the aviation sector globalhy:

He reportedly warned that
the current financial year
could become *“very, very dif-
ficult” if conditions in the re-
gion fail to improve. - IANS
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