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Operation Sindoor: Nearly 1,000 flights cancelled so far

SWARA) BAGGONKAR of MNotices to  Airmen  |pdiancarriers like IndiGo "Given the drcumistances,  tions include international  erssince April 24, Indian ajr-
Mumbai, May 11 (NOTAMs) announcing the oo g o0 Spicalet ."r this Is an elevated — albeit  flightsalso. IndiGosuspended  lines are forced to reroute
temporaty closure of 32 air fairly low —mate of mncella-  flights to  Almaty and flights from the north to the

INDIA'S CIVIL FLIGHT opera
tions isestimated tohave seen
nearly 1,000 cancellations
since the launch of Operation
Sindoor, during the early
hours of May 7. With an aver
age of 170-180 flight cancel-
lations a day, this is just under
5% of the total number
of departures.

The Airports Authority of
India (AAl) and relevant avia-
tionauthorities issued asedes

ports across northern and
western | ndiaforall civil flight
operations, effective from
May9toMay 14.

Though both India and
Pakistan agreed o a ceasefire
on Saturday, the airporis con-
tinue toremain shut.

Maost of the shut airports,
including thosebasedin Bhuj,
Ambala, Chandigarh, Jamna-
gar, Hindon and Jatsalmer, are
also Indian Alr Foree stations.

likely to face a revenue
loss of €30 crore per day,
according to a report by
HSBC Global research
f=—————s]

These airports do not see as
high a passenger traffic as
some of the tier 2 cities, like
Pune, Koehi or Lucknow, and
50 the volume of cancelled
flights is lower

tlon,” sald London-based avia

tion analytics company Cir-
ium. Since the start of May,
India's average daily sched-
uled departures have been
between 3,800 and 3,900,
according to Cirium,

A report by HSBC Global
Research released on Friday
said that Indian airlines like
IndiGo, Alr India and Spicejet
will face a revenue lossof € 30
crore per day, These cancella

Tashkent. Alr India suspended
flights to Tel Aviv.

"We calculate revenure loss
of ¥ 16.6 crom and an Ebit loss
of 7 crorefor IndiGo, revenue
loss af T2 .3 ororeand Ebit lnss
of £1.5 aore for Spicejet and
revenue loss of 105 crore
and Ebit lossof €5 crorefor Air
India ona per day basis,” the
reportadded.

Due to the closure of Pak-
istan aimspace for Indian carri-

south of the country before
heading west to destinations
inEurope, the UK, Central Asia
and North America.

Motonly has this mrouting
ddded more travel time to
flights, but it has also
mnecr I'.'l!.ll.‘d LIPE atin E costs
since it causes more fuel burn.
Airlndia, forinstance, now has
to make a stop at Vienna for
refueling flights heading to
North America
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Closed airports await green
light to resume operations after
India-Pakistan ceasefire

GK Mews Service
New Delhi, May 10

With the ceasefire between
India and Pakistan now for-
mally in effect, attention
has turned to the recpening
of airspace and civilian air-
ports that were temporarily
closed amid rizsing hostilities,
The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion is currently reviewing
the situation, and a decision
on lifting the suspension of
operations at 32 affected air-
poris is expected shortly,

The temporary closure,
enforced on May 9, was orig-
inallv announced for “opera-
tional reasons” and is set to
remain in effect until 05:29
1st on May 15, 2025, unless
revised earlier. The suspen-
sion of flight operations
applies to a wide swath of
northern and western India,
affecting key civilian air-
portsin Amritsar, Srinagar,
Chandigarh, Leh, Jammu,
and severalothers with dual
military use or proximity to
border areas.

The Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) issued a
NOTAM (Notice to Airmen)
late Friday confirming the
suspension, citing coordina-
tion with Air Traffic Control
(ATC) units for safety and
route management. In addi-
tion to alrports, 25 segments
of Air Traffic Service (ATS)
routes within the Delhi and
Mumbai Flight Information
Regions (FIRs) have also
been shut to commercial

traffic from ground level to
unlimited altitude.

With the ceasefire now
holding since 1700 hours
IST on Saturday, passen-
gErs are growing anxious,
Adrport helplines and air-
line offices have seen a
surge in calls from travel-
lers seeking clarity about
the resumption of flights
and rescheduling options.

“People who had booked
travel for this week have
already started calling the
airport control offices and air-
line counters since early this
morning " said an airport offi-
cial in Chandigarh, request.
ing anonymity. “There is no
formal order vet, but we are
prepared to resume opera-
tions swiftly if instructed.”

Aviation industry sources
savthe Civil Aviation Minis-
try is awaiting formal clear-
ance from defence and secu-
rity agencies before lifting
the suspension, especially
for airports situated near
international borders or
sensitive zones. “Any deci-

sion to reopen airspace and
civilian terminals will be
taken in consultation with
the Ministry of Defence,” a
senior official told reporters,
indicating that the matter
could be reviewed as early
as Monday morning.

The ceasefire agreement,
brokered by the United States,
was formally announced late
Saturday after a series of
high-level communications
between Mew Delhi and
Islamabad, including a hot-
line conversation between
the Directors General of Mili
tary Operations (DGMO) of
both countries.

While the ceasefire has
brought a measure of relief,
airlines are treading cau-
tiously. “We are monitoring
the situation closely and will
IEeSLITE SerVICces As So0N as
regulatory approval is grant-
ed,” an Air India spokesper-
son said. Private carriers
such as IndiGo and SpiceJet
have also issued advisories,
asking passengers to stay
updated via official channels,
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IndiGo announces relief
measures for affected passengers
due to airport closure

IANS
MNew Dalhi, May 10

Low-cost airline IndiGo on
Saturdav=aid customers who
were scheduled to fly into or
out of the impacted airports
owing to the closure of air-
ports, they may now chonse
to travel from or to another
nearby air-

added.

Earlier, the Airports
Authority of India (AAL and
relevant aviation authorities
izsued a series of Notices to
Airmen (NOTAMs), announc-
ing the temporary closure of
32 airports across northern
and western India for all civil
flight operations, effective till
May 14,

The clo-

port without . i
any addition- n I 0 RN sure “cor-

al charges,

In a state-
ment, the airline said that
due to security reasons, wntil
airports reopen, it stands
committed to supporting its
customers during this time,

“We understand the
uncertainty this situation
may have caused and want
to assure you that our team
is here to help. Change and
cancellation fees are being
waived for bookings made
during this period,” said
IndiGo,

If customers were sched-
wuled to fly into or out of the
impacted airports, they may
now choose to travel from
or to another nearby airport
without any additional charg-
es, the airline added.

“This flexibility is avail-
able across our network
for eligible bookings. We
are also planning to oper-
ate relief flights to support
stranded passengers and will
share updates as these plans
are confirmed,” the airline

responds to
0529 IST on
15th May 2025, due to opera
tional reasons,” said the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation in its
latest update,

The following airports are
affected by the NOTAM —
Adhampur, Ambala, Amritsar,
Awantipur, Bathinda, Bhuj,
Bikaner, Chandigarh, Halwara,
Hindon, Jaisalmer, Jammu,
Jamnagar, Jodhpur, Kandla,
Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod Kis-
hangarh, KulluManali(Bhunt-
ar}, Leh, Ludhiana, Mundra,
Naliyva, Pathankot Patiala,
Porbandar, Rajkot (Hirasar),
Sarsawa, Shimla, Srinagar,
Thoise and Uttarlai

All civil flight activities
at these airports will remain
sispended during this period.
The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has also extend
ed the temporary closure of
25 segments of Air Traffic
Service (ATS) routes within
the Delhi and Mumbai Flight
Information Regions (FIRs)
due to operational reasons.
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INDIAN AIRSPACE
CURBS TO REMAIN
DESPITE CEASEFIRE
DEAL WITH PAK

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindutantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Airspace curbs
enforced after India launched
targeted strikes on terrorist
camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) on May
7, will not be discontinued in
view of the ceasefire announced
on Saturday, officials familiar
with the matter said on Sunday.
India and Pakistan agreed on
Saturday to stop all military
actions against each other,
bringing to an end four days of
fierce fighting across the west-
ern border, although by late
evening, there were enough vio-
lations by Pakistan to evoke a
strong statement from India.
The airspace restrictions, ini-
tially announced until Saturday
morning, had been extended
until 5.29am on May 15. “These
restrictions are likely to remain
in place until the current Notices
to Airmen (NOTAM) expires,” an
official said. “Once the govern-
ment decides to reopen the
routes and airports, the Ministry
of Defence will notify the Air-
ports Authority of India, which
will then issue fresh NOTAMs to
inform all stakeholders.”
Currently, 32 airports and 25
flight routes are closed for oper-
ations. After the May 7 strikes,
NOTAMSs were issued to close all
flight routes connecting Pakistan
via India and nearly all airports
in north India and some in the
western parts were shut.
“Reopening the 32 airports won't
take much time, they could be
operational within a few hours.
But, fully restoring and utilising
international flight routes could
take up to 24 hours,” he added
On April 24, Pakistan barred
Indian airlines and Indian-regis-
tered aircraft, after India down-
graded diplomatic ties in
response to the Pahalgam attack.
Due to Pakistan’s action, all
international Indian flights from
northern India to Europe, the
US, and Canada are rerouted
southward. These flights pass
through Mumbai's airspace,
over the Arabian Sea, then into
Muscat’s Flight Information
Region (FIR), before proceeding
to their final destinations
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‘Dedicated corridor
from Chennai airport

will ensure smooth
movement of cargo

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

To efhiciently ferry air car-
go and ease congestion,
the Chennai Unified Metro-
politan Transport Authori-
ty (CUMTA) is exploring
ways to have a dedicated
corridor from the Chennai
airport.

“We have to discuss this
plan in detail with the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI), and they [the AAI]
should be able to shift car-
go operations to the far
end of the airport. If that is
agreed upon, this plan will
help in decongestion and
smooth movement of car-
go,” a CUMTA official said.

As part of the recently
held meeting of the City
Logistics Coordination
Committee, under the Ta-
mil Nadu State Logistics
Policy, several plans were
discussed to ease regional
and urban cargo move-
ment in the city.

CUMTA is currently pre-
paring the City Logistics
Plan, and weighing the
possibility of transporting
cargo through Chennai Me-

tro trains during the late
night hours.

“The Chennai Metro
Rail Limited has agreed to
shift e-commerce cargo
through trains. But, we
have to work out ways to
handle the cargo without
affecting the trains. They
will also get non-fare box

revenue through this initia-
tive,” the official said.

Strategies proposed

At the meeting, 30 strateg-
ic interventions were pro-
posed to manage and opti-
mise nearly 300 million
tonnes of cargo handled
annually in the Chennai

Metropolitan Area, a re-
lease said.

“The solutions were fo-
cused on easing truck en-
try and exit from ports, es-
tablishment of new
terminals for freight han-
dling, modal shift from
road to rail and introduc-
tion of specialised services,
reducing greenhouse gases
emissions by freight vehi-
cles, and decongestion of
roads through eflicient
freight wvehicle routing,”
the release added.
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New terminal building at

airport to miss deadline

The second part of new integrated terminal building for international flights will be completed

only in July 2026, say officials; construction began six years ago with a December 2025 deadline

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

he second part of
T the new integrated
terminal building

(NITB) handling interna-
tional flight operations at
the Chennai airport may
take longer to be function-
al owing to delay in con-
struction work.

Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI) officials said the
work on NITB, which be-
gan with a deadline of De-
cember 2025, will be now
completed only by June
2026 and will be available
for international passen-
gers by August 2026 follow-
ing rigorous checks. As of
now, only 25% of the work
has been finished .

The AAI had allocated
32,467 crore and kicked off
the construction of the
Phase 2 modernisation
project six years back, en-
visaging a posh terminal
with new facilities for inter-
national passengers ex-
pected to handle up to 35
million passengers per
year.

The first part of NITB
was inaugurated in April
2023 by Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi and currently
functions as an interna-
tional terminal. The se-
cond part will also be de-
ployed for international
flight operations and it will
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Slow progress: Phase 2 modernisation work in progress at the Chennai airport. The new terminal for
international passengers is expected to handle up to 35 million passengers per year. FILE PHOTO

be ready for air passengers
only by August 2026 with
rigorous checks to be done
post inauguration, officials
said.

Numerous difficulties

Officials said they have
been battling numerous
difficulties in the construc-
tion work for the second
part of NITB. The COVID-19
pandemic proved a major
a setback for the project,
“but we got out of it, expe-
dited the work and got the
first part of the NITB com-

missioned at the earliest,”
an official said.

Excavation and building
the basement with hard
rock-like conditions made
it challenging and while
cost escalation issues de-
layed the constructions
further. . “We have been
putting our best efforts in-
to this project and we will
finish it for inauguration by
June 2026,” the official ad-
ded.

Air passengers said they
have been continuously
witnessing some kind of

construction workat the
airport for years now.

R. Sivakumar, a frequent
flyer, said, “It does not feel
nice to fly in and out of an
airport which constantly
has some construction or
the other work going on.
While delays can happen
with infrastructure pro-
jects, there should be some
accountability and the
authorities have to find a

way to wrap it up soon,” he
added.

CLASSIFIEDS: » PAGE10,11,12
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India boosts airport securit
after drone attack threats

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

n a bid to strengthen airport securi-
ty, the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) has temporarily
assigned the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) as the Aviation Security
Group, focusing on cargo operation and
the in-line hold baggage screening system

“In a significant decision to boost
security across Indian civil airports, the
Director General of the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) has issued an
Official Memorandum (OM) dated May
9, 2025, temporarily extending the role of
the Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) as the Aviation Security Group
(ASG) to provide additional security
cover to Cargo operations and the In-line
Hold Baggage Screening System (ILHB-
§8),” CISF said.

A spokesperson for the paramilitary
force said the move has been initiated fol-
lowing a directive issued by the Burean of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) on May
9 “temporarily” extending CISF’s cover to
these processes in “direct response” to the
terrorist attack in Pahalgam and the sub-
sequent security scenario in the country.

This new arrangement will be in place
till May 18, the spokesperson said. The
CISF usually is oniy entrusted to frisk pas-
sengers and their cabin baggage.

The cargo and In-line Hold Baggage
Screening System (ILHBSS) checking
was done by private security staff engaged
by the airlines and airport operators.

“The enhancement of CISF’s mandate
is essential to reinforce security arrange-
ments at all civil airports,” the spokesper-
son said. He added that the CISF has
responded immediately and resumed
“oversight” over cargo and baggage oper-
ations.

The CISF will also “oversee” operations

and the security staff of airport operators
for ILHESS, he said.

The directives also authorise CISF
personnel to perform random checks and
oversee access control to these “critical”
facilities (airports), the spokesperson
added.

All the airports under cover of the CISF
have “already implemented” the new
strengthened system, he said.

Prior to this directive, CISF’s deploy-
ment as the primary aviation security
force did not explicitly extend to the direct
security and screening of cargo operations
and the ILHBSS, officials explained.

The decision aims to introduce a cru-
cial secondary layer of security checks to
enhance aviation security, he said.

At least 60 domestic flights to and from
the Delhi airport were cancelled on
Saturday.

Security measures have been beefed up,
and at least 32 airports in northern and

western parts of the country have been
temporarily shut as the military conflict
between India and Pakistan.

The source said 30 domestic departures
and 30 arrivals were cancelled at the Delhi
airport from 5.00 am to 2.30 pm. On
Friday, 145 flights to and from the Delhi
airport were cancelled by various airlines.

There have been multiple flight cancel-
lations at the Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) in the last few days. In a
post on X on Saturday, DIAL said airport
operations continue as normal.

“However, due to evolving airspace con-
ditions and enhanced security measures
as directed by the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security, some flight schedules may be
impacted and security processing times
may take longer," it said.

Passengers have also been advised to
arrive early to accommodate potential
delays at security checks.

Further, DIAL has requested passengers

to cooperate with airline and security staff
for smooth facilitation. Delhi International
Airport Ltd (DIAL) operates IGIA. A total
of 32 airports across northern and west-
ern parts of the country, including
Srinagar and Amritsar, have been closed
for civilian flight operations till May 15.
The airports where the civil ﬁjghts'ﬁaw
been suspended include Adhampur,
Ambala, Amritsar, Awantipur, Bathinda,
Bhuj, Bikaner, Chandigarh, Halwara,
Hindon, Jaisalmer, Jammu, Jamnagar,
Jodhpur, Kandla, Kangra (Gaggal),
Keshod, Kishangarh, Kullu
ManaliKishangarh, Kullu Manali
(Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiana, Mundra,
Naliya, Pathankot, Patiala, Porbandar,
Rajkot (Hirasar), Sarsawa, Shimla,
Srinagar, Thoise, and Uttarlai. “The
Airports Authority of India (AAT) and rel-
evant aviation authorities have issued a
series of Notices to Airmen (NOTAMSs)
announcing the temporary closure of 32
airports across northern and western
India for all civil flight operations,effec-
tive from 9th to 14th May 2025 (which
corresponds to 0529 IST on 15th May
2025), due to operational reasons.” In a
previous direction, 24 airports had been
shut for civil operation until May 10.

Hours after India accused it of using
commercial flights as shields amid drone
attacks, Pakistan on Saturday shut down
its airspace for all air traffic. The decision,
notified through a Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM), came amid heightened ten-
sions between the two nuclear-armed
neighbours.

The move follows a night of intense
drone activity along India’s northern and
western borders, after Pakistan launched
a coordinated wave of drone attacks tar-
geting military infrastructure across 26
locations, ranging from Leh in the north
to Sir Creek in the south.
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Airportsecurity tightened: BCAS expands
CISF dutiestoairportcargo, baggage

Thedirectivesauthorise CISF personnelto performrandom checks & overseeaccess control to these critical facilities

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 10 MAY
nasignificant decision
to boost security across
India's civil airports,
the Director General
of the Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS) has
issued an Official Memo-
randum (OM), temporarily
extending the role of the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) as the Aviation
Security Group (ASG) to
provide additional security
cover to Cargo operations
and the In-line Hold Baggage
Screening System (ILHB-
58).

The BCAS had issued

this OM on Friday, and the
arrangement came into
effect from the same day.

This comes in the wake
of the recent terrorist attack
in Pahalgam, and the sub-
sequent developments and
the overall prevailing security
scenario in the country.

The CISF haa accordingly
resumed oversight over
cargo and baggage opera-
tions and will oversee oper-
ations and the security staff
of airport operators for
ILHBSS.

The directives also autho-
rise CISF personnel to per-
form random checks and
oversee access control to
these critical facilities.

The enhancement of the
CISF's mandate is essential
to reinforce security arrange-
ments at all civil airports.

All the airports under
security cover of the CISF,
have already implemented
the new strengthened sys-
tem

Prior to this directive,
CISF's deployment as the
primary aviation security
force did not explicitly extend
to the direct security and
screening of cargo operations
and the In-line Hold Baggage
Screening System.

The decision aims to

introduce a crucial secondary
layer of security checks to
enhance Aviation security,
especially amid the current
scenario.

Meanwhile, the Airports
Autharity of India (AAT) and
relevant aviation authorities
have issued a series of
Notices to Airmen (NOTAMSs)
announcing the temporary
closure of 32 airports across
northern and western India
for all civil flight operations,
effective from 9 May to 14
May (which corresponds to
0529 15T on 15th May 2025),
due to operational reasons.

All civil flight activities at
these airports will remain sus-
pended during this period.
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32 airports shut; Flights
from Delhi, Mum. normal

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, MAY 10

The 32 airports that were
shut by the government
for eivil use during the
Indin, Pakistan border
tensions, will continue to
be out of bounds for com-
mercial flights for the
time being despite the two
couniries announcing to
go for a ceaselire on
Saturday Sources said
these 32 airports also
serve as air bases for the
military and are under
Indian Air Force control
as of now The govern-
ment is in the process of
assessing damages to the
airports in the frontline

in the wake of missile and
drone attacks by Pakistan,

For the passengers stuck
with closed airports, air-
lines like IndiGo have
offered the fexibility to
travel to any of nearby
airports without any
extra charges. IndiGo also
announced to fly relief
flights to support strand-
ed passengers.

Amid heightened securi-
ty operations at major air-
ports like Delhi and
Mumbai remained nor-
mal through the day In
Delhi 60 flights were can-
celled due to the airspace
restrictions. Delhi
International Airport Ltd
(DIAL), which operates

the Indira Gandhi
International Airport
(IGIA), said that opera-
tions are presently nor-
mal at the airport.
Passengers at all alrports
have also been advised to
H'I'l"l‘."l" 0'1['1} to accommo-
date potential delays at
security checks and
adhere to baggage puide-
lines. The security checks
will not be withdrawn
immediately, In fact, in a
significant decision to
boost security across civil
airports, the Director
General of the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) has temporarily
extended the role of the
CISF.
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Ceasefire brings hope to Hajj aspirants

Mukeet Akmall
Srinagar, May 10

The ceasefire agreement
between India and Pakistan
has brought a wave of relief
to Hajj aspirants in Jammu
and Kashmir, whose pilgrim-
age plans were disrupted due
to escalating tensions lead-
ingtothe closure of Srinagar
International Alrport.

The conflict, which inten
sified following a deadly
attack on Indian tourists in
Kashmir on April 22, result.
ed in both nations engaging
inmilitary exchanges,

In response, the Govern-
ment of India closed several
airports, including Srinagar,

as A precautionary measure,

This closure severely
impacted the Hajj 2025 sched-
ule. According to officials,
only one Haji flight from Sri-
nagar toJeddah departed on
May 4, carrying 178 pilgrims,

Subsequent flights sched-
uled through May 14 were
cancelled, leaving many pil-
Erims in uncertainty,

However, hope has been
rekindled with the announce
ment of a fall and immediate
ceasefire between the two
countries.

Theagreement, facilitated
by international mediation,
was confirmed by both gov-
ernments and has been wel
comed by leaders and citizens

alike. “*We are hopeful that
flights will resume. Earlier,
we had proposed to take the
Hajj pilgrims to other embar-
kation points where they
could board flights to Jeddah
to complete the Hag formali
ties. However, we have not
received any response from
the central government so
far,” CEO of J&K Hajj Com-
mittee, Shujaat Qureshi told
Greater Kashmir,

This year, 3622 pilgrims
were selected to undertake
the Haji pilgrimage from
JEE.

Of these, only 178 have
departed from Srinagar,
while 480 J&K pilgrims who
had chosen Delhi as their

embarkation point have suc
cessfully left,

“Remaining Hajj aspi-
rants are awaiting as due to
the prevailing situation Hajj
flights have been cancelled
up to May 14," Qureshi said.

A notification issued by
the committee states, ' In con
tinuation of this office notifi-
cation dated May 9, 2025, it
is to intimate that given the
prevailing situation, all char
tered Hajj flights which were
scheduled up to May 14, 2025,
stand cancelled.”

The notification advised
pilgrims to remain patient
and await further instruc-
tions.

This vear marked a signif-

icant decrease in Haj apph-
cations from J&K.

Despite receiving a guota
of over 8000 seats from the
Hajj Committee of India, only
3622 people applied, and all
were selected,

This contrasts sharply
with previous vears when
applications far exceeded
available seats, necessitating
a selection lottery and often
prompting the J&K govern.
ment to request additional
quotas,

Officials attribute this
vear's reduced interest to
increased costs associated
with the pilgrimage.

Meanwhile, the flight
cancellations have left many

Srinagar Airport set o
resume operations

pilgrims and their families
distressed,

Firdous Ahmad, whose
parents were scheduled to
depart on May 14, expressed
his disappointment saying,
“ltissad, itisa religious obli
gation, and my parents were
preparing for this for a whole
year, but now this war has
shattered everything. There
are apprehensions about
whether they can go or not.”

As tensions continoe
between the nelghbouring
countries, the fate of thou
sands of pilgrims remains
uncertain, with religious
aspirations and considerable
financial investments hang
ing in the balance,
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At least 60 domestic flights

Press Trustof India
Mew Delhi, May 10

At least 60 domestic flights
to and from the Delhi air-
port were cancelled on Sat-
urday, a source said.

Security measures have
been beefed up, and at least
32 airports in northern and
western parts of the coun-
try have heen temporarily
shutas the military conflict
between India and Pakistan
has intensified.

The sourcesaid 30 domes-
tic departures and 30 arriv-
als were cancelled at the
Delhi airport from 5.00 am
to 2.30 pm.

On Friday, 138 flights to
and from the Delhi airport
were cancelled by various
airlines.

There have been mul-
tiple flight cancellations at
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA) in the
last few days.

In a post on X on Satur-

cancelled at Delhi airport

vy

day, DIAL said airport oper-
ations continue as normal

"However, due to evolw
ing airspace conditions and
enhanced security measures
as directed by the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security,
some flight schedules may
be impacted and security
processing times may take
longer," it said.

Passengers have also
been advised toarrive early
to accommodate potential
delays at security checks.

Further, DIAL has
requested passengers to
cooperate with airline and
security staff for smooth
facilitation.

Delhi International Air-
port Lid (DIAL) operates
IGLA.

A total of 32 airports
across northern and west-
ern parts of the country,
including Srinagar and
Amritsar, have been closed
for civilian flight operations
till May 15.
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97 tlights cancelled, over 150
delayed at IGI amid ceasefire

Jasjeev Gandhiok
jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: At least 97 flights
were cancelled and over 150
were delayed in Delhi on Sunday
as the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Airport continued to
reel from the closure of 32 air-
ports in western and northern
states of India due to ongoing
hostilities with Pakistan, even as
an agreement to stop all military
action was reached on Saturday.

According to airport data, 96
of the 97 flights were domestic,
and of these 44 were arrivals and
52 were departures. The other
one was the only international
flight, to Tel Aviv in Israel, to be
cancelled.

“The flights impacted
included 44 arrivals and 52
departures. Only one Interna-
tional flight was cancelled,
which was flight AI-139 - to Tel
Aviv,” said an airport official
aware of the matter.

According to flight tracking
website FlightRadar, over 150
flights were also delayed on Sun-
day, with an average delay time
of 15 minutes. A day earlier, 60
flights were cancelled and over
200 were delayed.

On Sunday, as many as 32 air-
ports were shut across the coun-
try due to security reasons.
These are airports primarily in
the north, northwest and the
western part of the country,
close to the Pakistan border. The
closure will be effective from
“May 9, 2025, to May 14, 2025
(which corresponds to 0529 IST
on 15th May 2025), due to opera-
tional reasons,” the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
saidin a release on Saturday.

The Delhi airport is the big-
gest one still operational in
northwest India. Airports in a
few nearby cities, such as Deh-
radun, Lucknow, and Jaipur,
among others, are also function-
ing as of now.

Meanwhile, security contin-

Long queues of passengers were spotted at the New Delhi Railway Station on Sunday.

ued to remain high at the Delhi
airport, with additional checks
being carried out for each pas-
senger. Airlines have also been
urging passengers to reach the
airport at least three hours
before their scheduled time of
departure.

In an advisory on Sunday, the
Delhi airport said, “Delhi airport
is operating normally. However,
due to changes in airspace
dynamics and increased security
measures, some flight schedules
and security checkpoint process-
ing times may be affected.”

On Saturday, the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
said it was mandated to provide
additional security at airports in
the country, including Delhi.

Ajay Dahiya, DIG (chief PRO),
CISF, said they had responded
immediately and resumed over-
sight over cargo and baggage
operations. “CISF will oversee
operations and the security staff
of airport operators. Directives
also authorise CISF to perform
random checks,” he said.
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Govt, police remain alert

Hemani Bhandari and
Paras Singh

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Capital will con-
tinue to remain on high alert in
case any escalation with Paki-
stan is reported from the border,
the Delhi Police said on Sunday.

Paramilitary forces, reserved
police, and special weapons and
tactics (Swat) teams deployed in
sensitive areas will remain in
place, and local police will keep
conducting regular mock drills
to ensure preparedness.

“Deployment of paramilitary
forces and reserved police in
sensitive areas will remain as it
is for now and Swat teams will
also remain deployed in promi-
nentareas,” a senior police offi-
cer said.

Leaves of officials in key gov-
ernment departments will
remain cancelled, and installa-

tion of air raid sirens will con-
tinue. Each of the city’s 11 dis-
tricts will have 10 air raid sirens.

A second officer said the local
police have been directed to
closely coordinate with all gov-
ernment agencies such as Civil
Defence, Delhi Fire Services, and
civic bodies during mock drills.
“Bomb disposal squads are
deployed close to crowded mar-
kets where they have conducted
drills to ensure they reach in
time in case of an untoward
event, Police said they’ll remain
on high alert for the next few
days,” the officer added.

Delhi Jal Board officials said
they have tested backup plans in
situations of power cuts. “The
lessons from the mock drill at
Wazirabad are being imple-
mented,” an official said.

An NDMC official said
machinery such as trucks and
bulldozers along with resources

needed for repairs have been
stocked up. “Backup plans to
ensure uninterrupted water and
power supply in Lutyens’ Delhi
have been prepared and protocol
remains in place,” the official
said, adding that the disaster
management centre near Jor
Bagh is operating in three shifts
on full capacity. Picket checkings
have also been increased in the
city, police said.

Delhi chief minister Rekha
Gupta on Saturday conducted a
review meeting with all depart-
ments’ officials. A government
official said the orders to keep
contingency plans still remain.

The Delhi Transport Corpora-
tion and Delhi Metro Rail Corpo-
ration (DMRC) were told to final-
ise evacuation plans. A DMRC
official said it has emergency
evacuation measures in place for
natural disasters or law and
order situations.
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Central Industrial Security Forces (CISF) jawans check passengers at the Jai Prakash Narayan
International Airport amid the India-Pakistan tension, in Patna on Saturday. With

announcement of ceasefire, such grills and related inconvenience to passengers and airlines
may decrease considerably. SANTOSH KUMARIHT
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IGIA ops normal, some
flight schedules hit as
many airports still shut

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MEW DELH|,MAYT)

EVEN AS some Right schedules
were impacied due tochangng
aispace dynamics, operations
at Delhis Indira Gandhi
Irter nationa Adrpeort were min-
ning smaothly on Sanday

Asmany s 97 flights, includ-
Ing an international one. werne
cancelled due to nomhernair-
ports b, closed amid the on-
going tensions between Lndia
and Pakistan

“DelhiArport opemtionsare
running smoothiy However due
Lo evohang arspace dynamics
and enhanced security proto-
cals, some Might schedules and
secunty checkpoint processing
timies may be impacted.” Delhi
dirport $akd in a poston X on
Sunday altemoon

*Passengers are advised 1o
[oll o updates and irstroctions
froen thesr respective akrlines, ad-
hereto hand baggage and check-
inlugeape regulations allow ex
tra timee for security chiecks due
o heightened measuns, coop-
erate with airine and security
personnel for smaooth faciite-
tioik, and check latest ight sta-
tus through their airline or the
official Dl Adrport welsibe”
e peost added.

Dhue to nsing ténsions be-
tween India and its neighbour

alter the lamer esofed (odmome
and messile attecks Indian avia-
tion autharities had ondered
temporary dosure ol 32 airports
inporthern and wesern partsof
the country,

The affected airpornts inchucde
Srinagar, Jammud, Leh, Amrilsar,
Chandigarh, Ambala, Ludhiana,
Jodhpur, Bikaner, Jaisalmer,
LUetarkai, Ragkot, Bl Jaminagar,
Dharamshala, Bathinda, Patiaka,
Pathankot, Shimla, Kishangarh,
Hindon, Parbandar, Mundra,
and Kandla,

Oin Saturday, evenalter India
and Palkistan reachedan under-
standing tostop firing and muls
tary actions on land, air and sea
with immediate ellect, airports,
which am shiut till May 15, were
not reopenad immed ately.

Security at all the opera-
tional airports have been
stepped up to the highest level
tn bght of the confbet

Aviation security resiulator
Bureauof Civil Aviation Security

BCAS ) had on Thursday or-
dered secondary pre-boarding
checks for all passengers and
Meg i, banning entry of visators
atairport terminals, and de-
ployment of required numbser
of air marshals in hne with the
increased threat perception,
among several other security
and surveillancoe measures —all
af which shall be in place tillat
least May 18,
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IGI ﬂJght dlsruptlons on, 100 cancelled

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Maw Daihi

FLIGHT cancellations
continued at Delhi's 1G] adrport
as 32 alrports continued to
remain ahw for operations
Alrportolficials said 28 many
as 86 domestie Mights and one
International Might were can-
celled on Sunday. According to
them. flight cancellations at
Deelhi afrport bet ween 5am and
4330 pm In the day included 52
damesticdepariures, 44 domes
tic arrivals, and one interns
tional departure, The Delhi In-
ternational Alrport Limited

(DLA Lyhas ssued o travel advi-
sory urging passenpersto brace
for poasible Night schedule ad-
justents and lomger walt times
ot security checkpoints,

Ina post on X, DelhiIn-
ternational Adrport Lid
(DLAL), which operates
the Indira Gandhi Tn-
ternational Ajrport.
snid: “Delhl Alrport s
operat ing normally. How-
ever, due o changes in oir
gpace dynamics and increased
security measures, some Night
arhedules and security check-
point processing times may be

affected.” The advisory, re

leased on Sunday, comes in re-

sponse o evolving alrspace dy-

namics and strengthened

security protocols mandat-

ed by the Burean of Civil
Aviation Securiny

The current security

measures were intro-

duced in the wake of

escalating tonslons be-

tween India and Pakistan

earlier this week. On Samur-

day, both countries agreed to a

ceaselire, effective Mrom 5 pm

IST, halting all military activity

across land. sea, and ale

Dwespite the deescalation, the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Seou-
rity (BCAS) had directed all
civil alrports to maintain high
aleri procedures, particulady
at hageage screening areas amd
cargo terminols. Asper ATC of:
fedals, the Dlght eancellations
due to temporary closureof air
ports have impacted close to 40
per cont of the abr teafMe.

"Dedhi Alrport has many oi-
rect and caonnecting flights fo
these (temporarily shut) alr
ports The closure has impacted
the air traflic by reducing it to
B0 per cont,” an affclal sald,
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DIAL issues travel advisory:
Flight delays, longer wait times

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

nrid heightened security concerns
Ail”uwing lensions between India
ad Pakistan, Delhi Intermational
Airport Limited (DIAL) bexs issued a trav-
el advisory wrging pasengers 1o brace for
craibbe ﬂiﬁhl.ﬂ.‘h:duic adjustments and
r:m.ﬁer wail limes at security check-
poimts. [MAL has abio isved a firm
reminder b passengers (s avoid spread-
by or acting on unverified comtent
emphasising that all updates should be
sourced froan official channels. According
tus soaunces, ancand 100 Hights io and from
the Delhi’s 161 airport were cancelled on
Sunday including 52 domestic depariures,
44 arrivals, and one international depar-
ture. As many as 52 domestic departures
and dd arrivals, and one ernational
departore were cancelled. These cancel-
lations happened between 5 am and 4.30
pr, the sodree saud
The sdvisores. released on Su:nnhy..
comes in nesponse o IL'\l:II'I-'i:I'I.B airspace
dynamics and strengthened security pro-
tocols mandated by the Bureau of Civil
Asdabion Security (BCASH, While DEAL
confinned that airport operations contin-
ue to mn smoothly, officials acknowl-
edged that incresied seruting st check-
paints could impact passenger process-
g times. In o post on X, the Delhi
International Airport Limited (DLAL) sasd
the the Delhi Asrport & aperating no-
roallly: Honweves, due o danges in aErspace
dynamics and increased security
measures, some flight schedules and
security checkpobil procesing limes
may be at'ft\h\f
In another paost, it advised passengers
to fodlow updates and instructions from
their airlines. "Cormply with lamnd ba 3
and check-in Eu‘uﬁaﬁu rq;,!.lhliun:.. rji‘:iﬂ

extra lime for security checks due to
heightened mensures Cooperate with
airline and security personnel for smooth
facilitation. Check the latest I'ii.ghl status
through their airline or the official Delhi
Adrport website. We urge passengers Lo
refer anly 1o afficial channels for aceu-
rate updates. Thank you for your patience
and cooperation a2 we work with all
stakeholders o emure your journey
remains safe and efficient” it said

In its third post. the Delhi airport fur
ther advised passengers to refer only to
olfficial channels [or accurate updates. We
appreciate vour patience and cooperation
as we work closely with all stakehobders
o ensitre your journey remains safe amd
efficient. Howeves, the [elhi Airpart stat-
ed that some flight schedules and secu-
rity checkpoaini processing Limes miay be
affected due 1o changes in airspace
dynamics and increased security mea-
sures. Delld airport authorities has
chaimed that eperations are usrosal but
siime I'Eighl; and the processing lime at
security checkpoints might be impacted
duie 1o the changing alrspace dynamilc
and enhanced security protocols,

Securily measures were enhanced,
and af lexst 32 airports in the northern
and weslern paris ol the counlicy were
Iumpnmi]:.- shait in view of the conflict
between Lndia and Pakistan. On Saturday,
India and Pakistan reached an under-
standing b stop all Arings and oeilitary
actions on land. air. and sea with tmme
diate effect. DIAL operates the national
capitals Indira Gandhi Internatiomal
Airpart [BGLAY, which s the busiest air-
part in the country.

Acourding 1o the NOTAM, these clo
steres are effective until May 14, 2025, due
lo securily réasoms related 1o the
currend situalion.



O R L 1L | ﬁtmrm:l_ulﬁlzﬁm

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEEER DELHT 12 MAY 2025

Bhopal awaits
an international

airport

GIRISH SHARMA B Bhoga!

early eight years after former Chiel
NZ'.-'I:ln.i.\:L':r Shivraj .‘>in|_.:|:| Chouhan

declared Raga Bhoj Airport ready
for intersational operations, Bhopal sall
awaits ils firsd full-fedged imermational
flight service.

Despite repeated assurances and infra-
structure upgrades, the reality remains
unchanged — international air connectiv
ity frum the stale capatal is will i the "soomn-
to-commence” stage. Demand for interna-
thnisal Nights, particularly 1o destinations
fike Dubai, has steadily increased, with
muore than 20 passengers rupur'.edl:.- tra
eling daily frwm Blopal 1o catch connect-
ing Mlights elsewhere. Yet, instead of
boasding fram their home city, these pas-
sengers conlinue o rely on airports in
Indore or other metro cities,

The siuwation briclly saw a symbalic
change during the recent Global Investors
Sarnendl (GIS), when a solitary inlernation-
al flight was handled st Bhopal sirport
However, that lone instance had done lis-
the oo shift the narrative. As |EIil‘IFA atand,
all necessary clearances fior intermational
operations have been granted — yet o
reguiar flight service has begun.

The Travel Agents Adsociation af lndia
{'TAAL} and M 1.Z|1apl|.'r of TAAL (MP-
CG) recently held talks with airport
authosities and airline representatives.
Ax.“m]:i:n.ﬁ 10 TAA] Treasurer CK Baj, air-
Fines like IndiGo and Air India Express
have agreed in principle (o start Qights to
Dubai and Jeddah,

“We have recenved consent fnom e air-
bine commpanies. MNow its just about imple
mentation, Kaj tobd The Plomeer, Rajis alio
a member in the Abrport Authority
Advisary Commifles.
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Kolkataairportgetsfive-tiersecurity

NetajiSubhasChandraBose International Airporthas been placed underan unprecedented five- Iavered securltvsvstem by the CISFfollowingintelligencealertsfromBCAS

RAJIBE CHAKRABORTY
KOLKATA, 10 MAY

mid heightened ten-

sionsin the subcon-

tinent and an intel-

igence-based alert
from the Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS), Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) Airport in
Kaolkata has been placed under
an unprecedented five-tier
security system, enforced by
the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF).

Officials say the measures
are part of an integrated,
round-the-clock counter-
sabotage plan designed to
neutralise potential threats
to one of India's busiest and
most strategically located
international airports. Senior
CISF officers confirmed that
the tightened regime, span-
ning perimeter surveillance,
access control, terminal build-
ing security, passenger and
bapgage screening, and airside
security, was triggered by

credible intelligence inputs
hinting at possible disruptions.
Asenior CISF official, speaking
on condition of anonymity,
described the plan as “fool-
proof and comprehensive,”
incorporating coordination
with national intelligence
unitsincluding the Intelligence
Bureau (IB), the elite National
Security Guard (NSG), the
state police, and represen-

tatives of the cabinet secre-

tariat.

“It's not just about pas-
senger safety anymore,” the
official said. “We're dealing
with scenarios where the air-
port itself may be a high-
value target.”

Inside the terminal, pas-
sengers are undergoing
enhanced scrutiny at multiple
checkpoints, well beyond the

routine frisking at security
pates. Vehicle accessis being
closelymonitored at allentry
puints, including the ramp
leading to the departure level.
Airport employees, including
airline staff and ground per-

sonnel, have been instructed
not to loiter outside their
designated zones, and all
access areas are being mon-
itored by CISF personnel
aided by Al-driven surveillance
systems. Meanwhile, height-

ened caution is also in effect
in the skies. Commercial
airline pilots are switching
from satellite-based GPS sys-
tems to more secure inertial
reference systems (IRS), a
shift that underscores the

potential risk of GPS spoofing
amid fears of cyber warfare.
"In case of a cyber attack,
GPS interference is easier
compared to IRS," said a
senior pilot, who recently
flew a domestic route from
Kolkata to Bangalore. “For
the pastfew days, we have at
times avoided selecting GPS
and are relying more on the
IRS, which cannet be tam-
pered with from outside.”
IRS, aself-contained nav-
igational system, relies on
motion sensors and gyro-
scopes rather than external
signals, offering a safer fallback
for flight crews navigating
high-alert air corridors. On
the ground, Kolkata is not
alonein witnessing operational
disruptions. Flights to Srinagar,
Amritsar, and several desti-
nations in Bihar have been
cancelled based on specific
intelligence inputs, according
to aviation sources. AcToss
India, leaves ofair traffic con-
trollers have been cancelled
until further notice, and the

BCAS hasinstructed all airports
to remain on maximum alert
between 8 May 18 and May.
At NSCBI Airport, CISF has
launched phase-wise mock
drills and emergency pre-
paredness training for all staff
levels—from security per-
sonnel to cabin crew. Every
department, including cater-
ing services and non-sched-
uled operations like airambu-
lances, isundersurveillance.
Visitors have been banned
from the terminal premises,
and airport authorities have
been told to ensure 100 per
cent functionality of closed-
circuit cameras,

“This airport is a critical
node, not just for domestic
travel but for international
connectivity,” asenior airport
official said. “We are treating
this with the seriousness it
deserves.” India's eastern
gateway, a vital link to South-
east Asia, has now become a
microcosm of the national
mood—alert, prepared, and
on edge.
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Bengal STF on high alert after
arms recovery near city airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, 10 MAY

Police have intensified security
at Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airport
and its surrounding areas
after receiving intelligence
warnings about potential
threats, arresting four sus-
pected arms traffickers in a
coordinated operation late
Friday. Officials said the
arrests were made by West
Bengal Police's Special Task
Force (STF) during a targeted
search in Narayanpur, a
northern suburb just outside
the airport perimeter.
Acting on a tip-off, STF
officers intercepted a vehicle
allegedly transportingillegal
firearms. A search of the
vehicle led to the recovery
ofone mm pistol, two coun-
try-made pipe guns, and 14
live cartridges, police said
inastatement. The suspects,
identified as Linkon Hossain,
Bakibilla Gazi, Faruk Sardar,

and Rajib Molla, are residents
ofvarious parts of North 24-
Parganas district. Police sus-
pect the weapons were
sourced from the eastern
state of Biharand were to be
sold locally. A case has been
filed under the Arms Act,
and investigators are probing
whether the accused are part
ofalarger trafficking network.
The operation came hours
after the Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS) issued
anintellipence-based advisory
prompting the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF) to
enforce a five-tier security
protocol at the airport.
Surveillance has been
increased using Al-driven
monitoring tools, and perime-
ter checks have been inten-
sified with 24/7 coordination
involving national security
agencies. Meanwhile, asep-
arate high-value robbery in
central Calcutta raised further
concerns abouturban secu-
rity. On Friday, police arrested

five individualslinked to the
daylight theft in cash from a
foreign exchange firm employ-
ee. The money was stolen
from a taxi en route to a
state-run bank, with assailants
intercepting the vehicle and
fleeing with the cash. The
central home ministry has
warned state governments
of heightened risks amid
growing geopolitical tensions
with Pakistan. Home minister
Amit Shah has reportedly
empowered chief secretaries
to enforce emergency security
protocols. In West Bengal,
which shares a long inter-
national border with
Bangladesh, top state officials
have rolled out enhanced
checks across all districts.
The state's home secretary
and chief secretary are said
to be supervising the deploy-
ment of additional police
personnel and coordinating
inter-agency operations to
prevent potential sabotage
or terror-linked activities.
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Airport cargo under CISF lens

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: The Central In-
dustrial Security Force (CISF)
will temporarily supervise
cargo operations and in-
line holdl baggage screening
systems (ILHBSS) at the civil
alrports to strengthen avi-
atlon security amid the on-
golng conflict between India
and Pakistan.

A spokesperson for the
paramilitary force on Satur-
day sald the move had bean
inldated followling a direcive
1ssued by the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) on
Friday, PTI reportad,

The directive authorises
the CISF to conduct random
checks and oversee access
control to these “critical
facilities™,

All the alrports under

the cover of the CISF have
“already implemented” the
new strengthened system, the
spokesperson sald

The new arrangement,
gimed at introducing a cructal
secondary layver of security
checks, will bein place till May
18, the spokesperson sald.

Before this arrange-
ment, the CISF was only
tasked with frisking passen-
gers and thelr cabin baggage.

Cargo and ILHPSS checking
was done by private security
staff engagoed by the alrlines
and alrport operators.

“The enhancement of
CISF's mandate 1s essential
to reinforce security arrange
ments at all civil alrports,” the
spokesperson sald.

He said the CISF had re-
sponded immediately and re-
sumed “oversight” over cargo
and bageage operations.
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Cancellations,
delays continue
at IGIA, 247
flights affected

Mew Delhi: Flight operations
at the Indira Gandhi Interns
thomal (IGTE Adrport contimeed
to be impacted on Sundasy, with
ovar 150 flights delayed and 97
Migtvls cance]led,

An airport officin] confir-
med that of the tatal caneelled
Nighits, 44 wered poestbe arrivials
anid 52 were domestie departu-
res. However, only one fnterna-
clianeal fight --feoim Dedld oo Ted
Aviv—was cancelbad on Sundoy

According  to FlightRn
a2y, alivellght iracking wels-
site, more than 150 lights were
dhelyed wt FGI Adrport, with the
averapedelsy being 15 minutes.

The disruptions follow the
lavinch al Ogeeration Sindoor
on Wednesday, which led 1o ale-
space restrictions and affected
Might operations. Curpently, 32
alrports across the couniry are
clased, laading to the cancella-
than ol dommestic lightsschesdw
led 1o operate from these air-
[t Om Snturdog, &) domestic
Mightz werecancedls], andover
i lights were delayed.

With anhanced security at
the alrport, aidines are advi
sing passen gers tearrive at least
thres busirs prior todo partire,

In & statemwnt Baged on
Sundax; 1GI Ajrport said. “Del-
hiAirpart isoperating normal
Iy However, doe b chinnges ln
nirspace dynamics and merea-
serd seciirity menstines, soms
Hight schednles and seciFly
checkpoint processing tinwes
mery b affisctend,” The airpart
advised passenpers fo follow
hand baggage and check-in lug-
gape repulations, allow extrat
me for securkty checks due o
heightened measures, anid coo-
perake with abrfine ol e
ty personnel for smooth facili-
tation, Ppssengers were also
urgesl o check the Eatest Might
status through thedr aidine or
the TGLA official wobsite, ma
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FAA: Newark flights hit
again due to telecom issue

Washington: Federal Aviati-
on Administration (FAA) said
on Sunday that a new telecom-
munications issue at the faci-
lity that guides aircraft at Ne-
wark Liberty International
Airport forced the agency to
briefly slow aireraft in and out
of the airport.

The Philadelphia Termi-

nal Radar Approach
Control suffered a
new problem that bri-
efly led FAA toissuea
ground stop while it
ensured redundanci-
eswere workingasde-
signed. FAA said ope-
rations have returned to nor-
mal. On Friday, the Phila-
delphia faecility suffered a
a0-second radar and telecoms-
munications outage, the se-
cond in two weeks after a se-
riousoutage on April 28.

The latest incidents high-
light the airtrafficcontrol net-
work's ageing infrastructure
and comeafter transportation
secretary Sean Duffy Thurs-
day proposed spending bil-
lions of dollars to fix it over

Sean Duffy

the next three to four vears.

Newark Liberty, just out-
side New York City, has also
been hit by runway construe-
tion, FAA equipment outages
and air traffic control staf-
fing shortages that prompted
urgent calls from lawmakers
for investigations and new
funding. Some controllers to-
ok stress leave after
the April 28 outage.

Late on Friday,
FAA said it plans to
meet with major airli-
neson Wednesday abo-
ut potential temporary
cuts in flights at Ne-
wark toaddress therecent ma-
jor disruptions. Duffy reitera-
ted in an interview that aired
Sunday on NBC's “Meet the
Press"” that flights need to be
scaled back. “We're having
these glitches in the system.
So we slow it down and keep
people safe. That's what we
do,” Duffy said, pledging qu-
ick upgradestoNewark. “We-
're going to start to see Ne-
wark be far more resilient in
the near term.” reuTers



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA LELHI 12 MAY 2025

No immediate

resumption of

flights from 32
airports: Mantri

Pune: Junior minister for civ-
il aviation, Murlidhar Maohaol,
on Sunday said commercial
Nights from 32 airports in
north India willnot startoper-
ations immediately, reports
Jdoy Sengupta.

“The situation must beeo-
me normal first. Alrports will
commence commercial fight
operations afler that Right
TR tl'l.{‘ HHL‘IHLHI]'I 15 not -
mal, & ceasallre violations ha-
v happened. As and when nor-
malcy returns, airports will be
opengd for regular flights in
phases, " Maohaol told TOIL.

At present, the 32 alrports
are not operational and Cen-
tre said they will resume oper
ations from May 15. These air-
ports, which include Chandi-
garh, Amritsar, Leh, Bikaner,
Jaisalmer, Jammu, Jodhpur,
Ludhiana, Pathankot. Patia-
la, Porbandar, and Shimla,
were closed down in phases
starting May 9, as tensions
with Pakistan escalated.

“It is hard to say whether
they will resume operations
from May 15. Thesituation has
to get normal first. Presently,
there are no tourists stuck
anywhere, Delhi airport is op-
eratinnal with helghtened se-
curity measures,” the minis
ter said. Teavel company offl-
cials said in some sectors con
necting to Delhi, airfares are
F};.IJF!t!tl?d tospike,
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Flyers readjust timings after
airlines issue travel advisory

Advisory says passengers have to arrive 3 hours prior to departure of fllight
IR TN A CisF official said security

SABA ANJUM SHAIK 1 DC
HYDERABAD, MAY 10

With airlines issuing advi-
sories to passengers to
arrive at least three hours
prior to departure of their
flights due to heightened
security situations, flvers
at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport
(RGIA) are readjusting
their routines.

Preeti Sinha, a software

engineer and frequent
fiyer, said, “It's a good pre-
caution, Usually people

reach two hours early, but
with the corrent situation,
reaching three hours
before makes sense. The
gates close 75 minutes
before departure now, so
the margin for error is less.
Travel companies are also
supporting us with real
time alerts and help if
evacuations are needed.”
For some, the added wait
time is not o hassle but an
opportunity Ajay Malhotra
said, “I usually arrive two
hours early anyway This

advise passen- | Spicejet and Air India late on Friday

gers to arrive | extended the cancellation of several
three hours | flights to and from northern India like
early amid

heightened SRINAGAR, JAMMU, LEH,

security, but  AMRITSAR AND CHANDIGARH,
RGIA nfggiials DHARAMSHALA, RAJKOT,

say crowding i

isn't a major JODHPUR until 5.29 am of May 15.

t:oncem

doesn't change much. After
check-in, I explore the air-

port, get a coffee or just
catch up on work. And hon-
estly if | come late and
there’s an issue with my
check-in. I'm the one who
will suffer. So | prefer being
early”

Sneha who was flving to
Bengaluru, said, “T thought
there would be chaos at the
airport with everyone com-

"
"’"4-.

ing early, but it was actual-
ly calm. I had enough space
in the waiting area.”

While the terminals may
see more early arrivals,
RGIA officials say crowd-
ing isn't a2 major concern
right now.

There hasn't been much
rush because many flights,

especially those to and
from the north have been
cancelled. “The overall

checks are now more thor-

| MEANWHILE, major airlines like IndiGo, ough, with an extra hand

baggage screening before
boarding, as -
mare passen- -
gers arrive early
under the
current
advisory.

operations are smooth
inside the terminal™ an
official said

However, security has

been tightened at various
airports A CISF official
said,
ﬁ:s-:eugms arr 1v1ng, well

fore time. Given the cur-
rent advisory, our security
checks are more thorough,
Apart from the standard
screening, there is now an

“We have seen more

additional hand baggage
check before boarding.™

The early arrival adviso-

ry seems to be more about
precaution than panic
Flyers are cautious and are
choosing to follow the advi-
SOTY.
Meanwhile, major air-
lines like IndiGo, Spicejet
and Air India Ilate on
Friday extended the can-
cellation of several flights
to and from northern India
like Srinagar, Jammu, Leh,
Amritsar and Chandigarh,
Dharamshala, Rajkot,
Jodhpur until 5.29 am of
May 15. It was not clear if
the orders would be
rescinded following the
announcement of a cease-
fire.

Earlier, flight operations
to the affected regions were
cancelled until 529 am of
May 10. Passengers sched-
uled to travel to or from the
affected cities are advised
to check their airline’s
web!.ltc or contact cus-
tomer support for latest
updates
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Fliers fearful,

: Airfares plunge
airfares see

by 50 per cent

50% plunge

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta: Alrfares to several
domestic destinations dropped
sharply as passengers became
wary of travel in the past fow
days.

Tour operators and air-
lines had begun to hope the
demand would go up after
Saturday evening's coasefire
announcement, but this was
short-1ved amid fears of re-
newed tensions between Indla
and Paldstan.

Ag the demand for seats
In several sectors, particu-
larly northern and western
India, from Calcutia dropped
sharply over the last fow days
because of the closurs of sev-
eral alrports and alr routes
and a general apprehension
in the minds of passengers,
fares dropped In some sactors
by more than 50 per cent, sald
travel Industry sotrces,

On Saturday evening, the
average ohe-way fare to Dalhl
for Monday was around 25,500,
The fare is usually around
#10,000, The average one-way
fare for Mumbal on Monday
Was around 6,000 It1s usually
around 12,500,

The average one-way fare
from Calcutta to Hyderabad
on Monday was around 7,000,
The price I1s usnally 9,000,
sald sources.

Officlals of the Calcutta
alrport said the passenger
footfall In the domestic sector
had decreased In the past fow
days.

0On May 9, around 26,600
passengers arrived in Cal-
cutta, and around 25,000 took
filghts out of the city. The aver-
age footfall at the Calcutta atr-
port had crossed over 30,000 in
each direction, sald an officlal.

Four domestic flights to
destinations like Srinagar,
Chandigarh and Amriisar
stayed cancelled on Saturday
because those alrports were
closed, the official satd.

“Even in sectors like Delht
and Mumbal, except for es-
sentlal travel, many have
cancelled thelir journeys or
deferred their plans. This has
forced the fares down,"” sald
Anll Punjabl, natlonal com-
mittes member, Travel Agents
Federation of India, repre-
sonting the eastern region.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

B FROM PAGE &

Alriine officials sald they were
expecting the demand to rise
within a week. But this was
when the ceasefire had been
announicsd.

Sources in IndiGo sald
‘most flights between Calcutta
and Delhi had baraly 50 per
cant oCCUpancy..

“Due to security reasons,
until airports reopen, IndiGo
stands comimitted to support-
Ing 1ts customers during this
time. We understand the un-
certninty this situation may
have cansed and want to as-
sure you that our team 1s hoara
tohelp,” IndiGo sald In a state-
ment on Saturday.

“Change and cancellation
foes are belng walved for book-
ings made during this period.
If customers were scheduled to
fly into or out of the impacted
alrports, thay may now choose

to travel from or to another
nearby alrport without any
additional charges. This flex-
ibility 1s available across our
network for eligible bookings.
We are also planning to op-
erate relief flights to support
stranded passengers and will
share updates as these plans
are conflrmed,” the airiine
sald

A city businessman who
travelled to Bengaluru, Hyder-
abad and then to Dalhl on May
6 and returnad to Caleutta on
May B sald security measures
had been beefed up at all atr-
ports. This had led to an in-
erease \n walting time in the
quetes, he sald.

“Each hand baggage Is
checked twice at the secu-
rity-check counters. Also,
frisking 1s being done twice,
and each time it is taking
more time,” the businessman
said
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18 flights cancelled due
to airport closures

Times News NETWoORK

Ahmedabad: A total of 18
flights—ninearrivalsand ni-
nedepartures —were cancel-
led at the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International (SVPI)
airport in Ahmedabad on Sa-
turday due to airport closu-
res in several cities. Accor-
ding to airport sources, the
cancelled outbound flights
included one each to Srina-
gar, Jodhpur, Keshod, Amrit-
sar, Bhuj, Kishangarh and
Belgaum, and two to Chandi-
garh. Corresponding inbo-

und flights from these destina-
tions were also cancelled.

The cancellations comeat a
time when a high volume of
passengers is travelling for the
weekend and during the peak
summer holiday season, pro-
mpting concerns over airport
operations.

Inanofficial advisory, SVP1L
airport authorities confirmed
that Ahmedabad airport rema-
ins fully operational. However,
they cautioned passengers
that enhanced security proto-
cols could result in longer wait
times.
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