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AAI survey for Adilabad
airport to start on April 17

PILLALAMARRI
SRINIVAS | DC
ADILABAD, APRIL 10

‘The lengih of the runway
has bhecome the main
cause of concern for set-
ting up the Adilabad air-
port, as it will determine
the nature of aircraft that
could land at the airport,

which will serve both
civilian and defence
needs,

Officials of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI),
the Union defence min-
istry and the state povern-
ment will take a call on
the length of the runway
and its angle for the pro-
posed airport after conm-
ducting a field-level
Obstacle Limitation
Survey (OLS) survey on
the ground on April 17.

The OLS is aimed at pre-
venting obstructions to
taking off and landing in
the airport area. It identi-
fies maps, evaluates natu-
ral features like streams
and rivalets and man-
made objects such as elec-
tricity towers and build-
ings and terrain in the
vicinity of the proposed
airport.

If bigger aircraft have to
land at the airport, the
runway should be longer
than 2.9 km. If the runway
is shorter than 2.9 km, the
airport cannot serve
international flights and
will have to serve only
domestic arroplanes.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, Adilabad MLA
Payal Shankar said the
runway will be 2.5 km
long as the total length of

Indian Air Force helh:opters seen Iandmg at the eulstmg
aerodrome in Adilabad (file photo).

the proposed airport itself

is 4.1 km. He said the
Union defence ministry
and AAl will establish the
Airport Training Centre
and the Defence Research
Institute at  Adilabad
along with the airport

Initially, the government
had proposed to develop
the airport through a jeint
venture with the Airport
Authority of India (AAI).
However, the defence min-
istry had agreed to build
the airport, while AAI
will construct the civilian
terminal.

He said the defence min-
isiry has agreed to part
ner with the AAl for the
Adilabad airport due to its
strategic location. The air-
port is expected to be
ready in the shortest pos-
sible time within the
next three years. The
foundation ceremony will
be held after the defence
ministry approves the
master plan. The new air-
port will be built at an
already existing defence
airstrip in 370 acres of
land, and the government
needs to acquire an addi-
tional 450 acres of land

required for the airport.
However, the bigger air-
ports need to have at least
1,200 acres of land.

Chief  Minister A,
Revanth  Reddy  has
already issued a GO allo
cating 700 acres of land
for the new airport, with
430 acres already released
immediatelx: The facility
‘will be jointly used by AAl
and the defence ministry
The airport will have
civilian terminal facilities
on one side and the Indian
Air Force (IAF) station on
the other It will have two
separate  Air Traffic
Control one each for
civilian and defence pur-

POSES,

The construction of an
airport at Adilabad a
gateway to Telangana
was considered essential
to harness untapped
tourism potential and
other commercial pos-
es. As the air o COn-
troller is not allowing avi-
ation training schools for
pilots within a 150-km
radius of Hyderabad, the
BJP MLA said such train-
ing centres will be shifted
to Adilabad.
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Major flight disruptions

hit Ahmedabad Airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Ahmedabad

Passengers faced major
inconvenience at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel International
Airport on Sunday after
widespread disruption to flight
schedules triggered chaos at
the terminal.

According to reports,
around 15 flights were
delayed, while a key interna-
tional flight to Sharjah operat-
ed by Spice|et was cancelled.
Several domestic flights
bound for metro cities such as
Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi,
and Kolkata were also delayed
for hours, leaving passengers
stranded-many of whom were
travelling for business or
emergency purposes.

Frustrated by the pro-
longed delays, poor man-
agement, and lack of clear
communication from the

airline, passengers staged
protests inside the airport
and raised slogans against
the authorities.

The cancellation of the
Sharjah flight further wors-
ened the situation, as trav-
ellers faced complications
related to visas and connect-
ing flights. The tense atmos-
phere at the airport prompt-
ed security personnel to
intervene and bring the
situation under control.
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Adani to develop real estate
assets related to airports:

Mumbai: Adani Enterprises Limited informed the stock
exchange on Saturday about the incorporation of four new
wholly-owned subsidiary companies, namely Adani
Mangahuru Airport City Limited (AMACL), Adani Jaipur
Airport City Limited (AJACL), Adani Lucknow Airport City
Limited (ALACL) and Adani TRV Airport City Limited
(ATACL) under its step-down subsidiary called Adani Airport
City Limited. These subsidiary companies, which have been
incorpacated to focus on real estate and construction projects,
mark a strategic expansion in the company’s airpont-linked
infrastructure development. Each of the four new companies
has been incorporated with a paid-up share capital of Rs
10,00000, aceording to the repulatory filing, Adani Enterprises
has confirmed that these four subsidiaries, beld by Adani
Ajrport City Limited, will specifically focus on the development
of airport dty projects in Mangalore { Mangaluru), Jaipur,
Lucknow and Thiruvananthapuram. Adani TRV Airport City
Limited (ATACL) will focus exdusively on developing airport
related real estate assets in Thinnvananthapuram, Kerala,
acconding to the company statement.

Emmn Sun, 12 April 2026 %

https://epaper.thestates
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Liquor shop at
KIA flouts rules

Bengaluru: A liquor outlet
on the premises of Kempe-
gowda International Air-
port (KIA) was recently fo-
und operating beyond per-
mitted hours and violating
gxcise norms.

According to a compla-
int filed by head constable
Basappa Billur, during his
night patrol duty on April 7,
hefound an MRP liguor out-
let, ‘Living Liquidz’, in Ter-
minal 2 open around
11.45pm. The outlet staff al-
legedly ignored his instruce-
tions to shut the shop and
continued operations, T
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49 exotic species seized

Venkadesan 53t mesolindia.com

™ ibhons, eobrns, pythons and other ex-

otle wildlife - many of them sedaied

and some venomous - were smong the

49 epecimens of 12 species selzed by customs

afficials at Chennai Infernational Airport in

twn hack-to-back smuggling attermpts on con
socutive days

Inn the first incident. customs sleuths in-
tercepted a passenger who arrived from
Euala Lumgiir on April 3on an AirAsia flight
om susphcion. The Alr Intelligence team of
the Chennal customs foind cages hidden
among clothes In his checked-in luggage,
with diflerent seckiod wildidfe species hidden
inthem. On information. the Wildlife Crime
Conirol Burean (WCCH) team reached the
airport and identified the species.

A total of 34 exotic wildlife specimens,
including two Indonesion blue-tongued
shinks (Tiliqua gigas), 10 water monitor liz-
ards (Yiranus salvator), two Sulowes) man
grove snakes (Boigs dendrophila gemmicine-
ta), elght California king snakes (Lampro-
peltis cal fornkie), fur albino Burmeses py-
thons {Python bivittatus), six eobres (genos
Maja), an alvino gecks and o red viper (Tri
meresurus), were sefzed from the prasenger.
The species were medically examined and
confirmed to be healthy

During inquiries, the passenger, an In
dian national working in Malaysia and re
murning to Chennni after three years, claimed
Iir wines hunndied over the luggage by another
person at the airport and promised monetary
gains upon delivering the consignment. He
was arrested under the Wildlife Act and re
manded in judicial custody: The speches wers
repatriated (o Malaysia through the sime
afrine. Customs officials sakd they have come

in two days at city airport
ixy |

AGONISED LIVES: Indian palm squirreis, sitvery
glbbon, yellow-cheeked gibban (clockwise
from top left) and wolf spider (centre) seized
from flyers at Chennal alrport

acTnss venonous species being smuggled for
a lomg time and are probing whether they
wiere ondered and purchased for a specific
RSN

Ini the second Inohdent, customs slouths
were glersd about Bnunclaimed trolley hag
at the arrival terminal on April 4 and, spon
checking, they found 15 wikdlife specimens,
imeloding a silvery gibban (Hylobates
moloch), a yellow-cheeked gibbon (Nomascas
gabriellas), four Indian palm squirrels (Fo-
narilbiliis palmariim) and iine spiders, con
eealed in the bag. Inguiries confirmed that a
passenger who arrived from Hangkok on
Thal Alrways flght abandoned lusgage and
Nedl the airport. Further investigation |s on
to trmee the sanuggler The seized wildline
were departed to Bangkok the same day
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Boost for textile park as govt zeroes
In on infra, airport connectivity

Land Rates
Reduced To
Lure Investors

Koride.Mahesh
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: With over 320
acres still unallotted at the
Kakativa mega textile park
(KMTP) in Warangal, the sta-
te govt has shifted focus to
strengthening social infrast-
ructure to unlock invest-
ments and accelerate
growth. Gapsinfacilitiesand
earlier high land costs had
slowed allotments, but offici-
als now expect improved
amenities to make the park
more attractive to industry.
The govt, through the Te-
langana Industrial Infrast-
ructure Corporation, is plan-
ningatownshipoverthe next
two to three vears with shop-
ping complexes, hospitals

IN THE FAST LANE

ant] sdmﬂh for employees.

Industry representatives ha-

ve also flagged the need for
hotels and better accommao-
dation within close proximi-
ty to the park.

Two critical issues—con-
nectivity and housing—are
beingprioritised. Thestateis
encouraging private players
to establish star hotels wit-

e Total area - 1,327 acres
@ Industrial area - 866 acres
o Employment potential - 25,000

® 5F vision | Farm - Fibre =
Factory - Fashion - Foreign

o Anchor investors include
Kerala-based Kitex Garments
Ltd, South Korea-based
Youngone Corporation and
Ganesha Ecosphere

® Social infra like workers
housing, skill centres, solar
power facilities and smart
monitoring are being planned

hin KMTE as company repre-
sentatives currently stay in
Warangal, around 20 km
away. Air connectivity is
another concern, with ef-
forts underway to expedite
development of the Warang-
al airport in coordination
with the Centre and the Air-
ports Authority of India.,
“Rajiv Gandhi Interna-

tional Airport in Hyderabad
is 190 km from the textile
park., Some companies’ ow-
ners such as Youngone Cor-
poration travel on private
jets. Even for general indust-
rialists, they need an airport
close by as the Hyderabad
airport is about three hours
from the textile park,” a se-
nior KMTP official said.

The govt has also addres-
sed pricing concerns. Land
rates, earlier at ¥92 lakh per
acre, have been reduced to
253 lakh per acre to remain
competitive with other PM
MITRA (Pradhan Mantrime-
ga integrated textile region
and apparel) parks and at-
tract investors.

Chief minister A Revanth
Reddy, during a recent revi-
ew meeting, directed autho-
rities to fast track social in-
frastructure development,
identifying it as a key gap.
Around 2,000 people are cur-
rently employed at KMTF,
with projections indicating a
rise to 25,000 jobs in the co-
ming vears.

Star hotels on cards

“The govt is keen on deve-
loping required infra in the
textile parks in the next few
yvears, including starhotels, a
road over bridge and logistic
infrastructure,” said K Shas-
hanka, MD of TGIIC.
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Govt hikes windfall tax
on diesel to T55.5/litre

Raises aviation fuel tax to 42/L

New Delhi, April 11: The
government on Saturday
hiked export dutv, or
windfall tax, on diesel to
255.5 per litre and on avia.
tion fuel ATF to %42 a
litre. The duty hikes
would be applicable with
immediate effect, the
finance ministry said ina
notification.

The gover nment had, on
March 26, imposed an
export duty of ¥21.50 a
litre on diesel, and 2295
per litre on aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF). The
duties were levied to
increase domestic avail-
ability of the fuel amid
the war in West Asia,

They were also aimed at
not allowing exporters to
take undue advantage due
to price differences, as
globally crude oil prices
had risen since the begin-
ning of the war.

» THE GOVERNMENT
had, on March 26,
imposed an export duty
of ¥21.50 a litre on
diesel, and ¥29.5 per
litre on ATF. The duties
were levied to increase
domestic availability of
the fuel amid the war in
West Asia

On February 28, the
United States and Israel
launched military strikes
against Iran, triggering
sweeping retaliation from
Tehran.

On April 8, Iran, the
United States and Israel
agreed on a two-week
ceasefire in the war that
tore across the Middle
East and disrupted the
global energy market.

Export duty on petrol
continues to remain nil.

PTI
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Air Indiaat critical stage ot transformation: Tata Sons Chairman

—
Raohit Vaid
Wew Delhi

The Tata Group remains
committed to building a
warld-class Air India, even as
the aifine navigates a chal
lenging operaring environ-
ment, Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran  said  on
Friday.

Addressing an employes
townhall at the Air India
groug's  headquarters  in
Gurugram, Chandrasekaran
saidd the airline had reached a
“critical stage™ in its trans-
formation journey. “It has
been an incredible  four
vears, and Air India group
has reached & critical stape of
its transformation,” he said.

Accordingly, over 17,000
employees had been hired

and onboarded, four alrlines
have been merged into two,
core svstems are being mod-
ernised, and the flect is
expanding,

Besides, aircraft are un-
dergoing major  refurbish-
ment, while netwark and op
eratiomal metrics continue
to improve, resulting in bet-
16T Customer experience and
Net Promoter Scores,

The Chairman's address
comes dayvs after the airdine’s
Chief Executive Officer
Campbell Wilson resigned
due to personal reasons,

Reaffirming the Group's
backing, Chandrasckaran
said the Tata Group Board
reraing fully supportive and
will continue to work closely
with the airline’s manage-
ment team.

Furthermore, he noted

Tata Group Chairman N Chandrasekaran

that employees have shown
“ereat tenacity” in dealing
with a “perfect storm™, ur
ging them o maintain the
same approach poing . for-
ward,

“We remain committed to
building & world-class air-
fime. Our vision is to connect
India o the world, and to 5
rablish  service  standards

where there is as much dig-
nity and respect for the pas-
senger in the last row as
there is for the passenger in
the fromt row,"” he =aid,

On operational priorities,
Chandrasekaron  stressed
that safety remains cemtral
tor nll decisions. “Safety is of
utmost importance for Air
Indla. Iv is pon-negotable

and sits atthe centre of every
decision we take across oper-
ations, engineering, training
and customer experience,”

he sand,

ONGOING CHALLENGES
However, he acknowledged
ongoing challenges, noting
that the broader environ-
ment continues o impact
the airfine industry.

“While our future is bright
and we have lad a solid
foundation for our ambition,
we are going through a chal-
lenging time, the impact of
which ks most visible in the
airline industry,” he said.

Addivionaily, he emphas
ised the need for execution
discipline, cost focus, and
operational precision.

“What matters now s
staving focused on execu-

tion. Owur focus should be on
what is within our control,
where we can improve, be
precise on costs, and remain
groamnded in the reality of the
situation,” he added.
Chandrasekaran also ad-
vised emplovess wo remain
focused amid eriticism and
maintain o customer-centric

approsch. He stated that
feedback shoold be ad-
dressed  objectively, and

teams shoukd continue work
ing together as the trans-
formation jourmey
Progresses,

Earlicr this week, the air-
line said that veteran awvi-
ation executive Wilson will
step down as CEC and MD of
Air Indiz. The airline ssid
Wilson will contimue in his
role until o successor is ap-
pointed and rakes charge.
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Charter service operators
urge review of ATF pricing

POLICY DISCONNECT. Industry says current classification does not reflect actual ops

—
Rohit Vaid
i Dl

Irn light of high jer fuel costs
resulting from the Gulf
crisis, India's air charter pro-
viders have veged the gov-
ernment to revise how non-
scheduled operators are cat-
egorised  under  aviarion
turbine fucl (ATF) pricing,
aiming to align their rates
with those of scheduled
alriines.

In a submission w the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
the Business Aircraft Oper
ators  Association [BADA)
stated that the current ap-
proach focuses too heavily
on perceived usage rather
than the actual role of non-
scheduled operator permir
(NSOF) services. If accep-
ted, the request would align
ATF prices with the opera-
tional prility of NSOPs,
rather than treating them as
luxury air services.

Notably, the Centre has
supported scheduled service

CRISIS EUPPORT. The Centre has supparted scheduled
service praviders from the impact of crude oll price volattity

providers — primarily air-
lines — agninst the impact of
crude ofl price volatility
arising from the West Asia
crisis. It had ¢ the in-
crease in jet fuel prices for
scheduled operators ag 25
per cent, resulting in a lower
effective price hike

CONNECTIVITY BOOST

According to the RADA's
submission, reviewed by
busimessime, NSOP services
are i vital component of alr
rransport, providing on-de-
mand and last-mile con-

nectivity,  particularly  in
ureas where scheduled air-
lines do not operate. Fur
thermore, the association
noted that NSOP operators
connect over 400 atrfields,
while scheduled airines
serve  fewer than 150
rports.

As per Dircctorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGEA) data as of February
28, 2026, there are 137 non-
scheduled operators man-
aging a wotal of 443 abreraft,
including 223  helicopters
amd 220 hxed-wing aircraft.

The BADA emphasised
that helicogers are used for
cmergency services, disaster
response and connectivity in
remote areas, while fixed-

wing aircraft support air am-
bulances  an regional
COmPeCtiviry,

However, the association
argued that the view of
NSOP operatbong as being
mainky “luxury” is incorrect,
axbding that such use is lim-
ited and often linked to time-
sensitive ravel by officials
and key personniel.

According to industry in-
siders, the Centre has ex
ecuted varlous measures to
cushion airlines aminst the
sharp rise in operating costs
driven by higher ATF prices,
nirspace restrictions and cur-
FENCY pressires,

In the absence of such in-
terventions, they sugpested
thar airlines may have been
compelled o implement
steeper fare increases, re-
duce capacity, and rathonal-
ise routes to mainain finan-
cial viability.
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Centre hikes windfall gains
tax ondiesel, ATF for exports

AT
Owr Burean
Biew Dalhi

With global erude prices
still elevated, the Finance
Minisrry  on Saturday
hiked the windfall gain rax
on export bound diesel
amd avisrion urbine fuel
[ATF) by 158 per cent 42

v cent, respectively,
ﬁﬂ.‘l |mumdla:uz§r":u:r_ :

‘This 15 the first revision
after the levy wag reim-
posad on March 26

According w-a set of
notificationg, the windfall
lewy o diesel will be £55.5
a litre up from 215, Ex-
port-bound jet fuel will at-
teacralevy of T42a lirre ag
against 395,

duty on petraol

cOnrinues to remain ML
Government offictals

made it clears that the revi-
g 18 ot shout boosting
revenue for the govern-
ment, “it 1§ more abouar
0ot allowing exporters to
:akeun.qiwadﬂ.-a.nm&mhm
e price differences.

On March 36, Finance
Minkster Nirmala Sithars-
muan had gald that the kevy
on diesel and ATF for ex-
port had been raksed to
ensure thar the fuel is pri-
oritised for domestic use.

These changes come ar
a tee when crude peices
after going over 8120 a
barrel have slipped to
$95-%. However, product

tees still remain L
|".w'l."n'ir]m Indian mﬁhﬁg ries
operating at high capacicy
and exportd oleum
pr:-duc':: mpm
ment has reworked the
lowy.
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India Hikes Export Duty on Diesel, ATF

Decision intended to prevent exporters from exploiting price differentials

Dur Bureau

New Delhi: India on Saturday
sharply raissd export duty ondie-
sel and aviation turbine foel
(ATF), while continuing to ex
empt petrol shipments from the
bewey; slgnnlling a callbrated move
fo shore up government revenue
while managing domestic fuel av-
allability

According to notifications issu-
ed by the department of revenue,
this effoctive expoit duty on disse]
hns been Increased (o €560 per
litre from €250, marking a steep
increase in the tax burden on out-
bound shipments. Duty on ATF
has been mised to ?42 per litre

Calibrated Move

fromm 2950, Exports for both fusls
were duty-free until a fortnight ngo
The duty hike, which is effective
immediately, is intended to prevent
exporters from exploiting price dif-
ferentials, as giobal crude oil prices

EXPORT DUTY on diesel
raised 1o v55.50 per litre

DUTY OM ATF
increased to
r42 per litre
from 729.50
EXPORTS FOR
baoth fuels were
duty-free until
15 gays ago

from duty hike

hove suprped sinoe the anset of the
Iran war, offlcinls sabd.

The changes were effected by revi-
sing components such as special ad-
ditional excise duty and road and in-
frastructure cess, which together

determine the final duty on exports.

The government on Much 526
twenked fuel duty structures amid
the angoing West Asia conflict, im-
posing an export duty of 21 504 lit-
re on diese] and 2950 per Litre on
ATF. The duties were levied to incre-
ase domestic availnbility of the fuel
amid the war in West Asia

The revenoe department sabd it
will review the situation every fort-
night.

According to Brokerage firm Mac-
quarie, ofl prices are likely to stay
supported In the $500 & bharrel
range with a gradual move towards
$110, as shipments through the Stra-
it of Hormuz normalise If dismap-
tions extend through April Brent
could rise to$150, itsaid.
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Govt raises
ATF, diesel
export duty

THEUMION GOVERNMENT on
Saturdsymised export dutieson
high speed diesel and aviation
turbime foel (ATF) incrosingthe
levy on diesel from Y215 per
litretn T5 5, 'i]mlmr-nu'lnnﬁ.l'l
[imm T29.5 per Bire to €42 pe
litre, reports FE Burcan. Export
duty on petrol continues to
remralnni ] The duty hiles wouild
be applicable with immediate
effed, the finance minbitrysaid
Inanotfimtion

Continved on Page 2

Govt raises ATF, diesel export duty

A5 PER GOVERMMEMNT offi
chals, the hike is not pamarily
aimed at bhoosting revenue
but at preventing exporters
from taking undue advantage
of the lamge price differenoe
between domesthc and inter
national markets, The move
sepld o discourage sxcessive
exports and ensure .1.Hr'r;|1.|.'|1t-

.-|\—.|||.1h|!1r}- of these fmcls for
domestic consumgption amid
wolatile global oil prices

This is the second adjust
ment i export levies within
two weeks On March 17, the
povernment had retmposed
windfall taxes of T21.5% per
lire on dissel and €195 par
litte om ATF while simultane

ously eutting  domestic
excise dutdes on petrol and
diesel to protect consumers
from price spikes. Officials
said that such export duties
|often referred to as windfall
taxes) are being reviewed
periodically, osually on a
fomnightly basls, to align
with r!rr\'nll.ing intermational

price differentials,

The latest Increase Is
expected to further disin
centivise exports of diesel
and ATF, directing more
refinery output towards the
domestic market where pul
lic sector oil martketing com
panies have bemn [acing
under recovenies
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Kunming-Kolkata flight
resumes from April 18

KOLKATA: China Eastern
Airlines will resume direct
flights between Kolkata and
Kunming from April 18,
2026, marking the restora-
tion of a key international
link that had remained
suspended  since  the
COVID-19 pandemic.
According to the airlines
announced schedule, flight
MUS555 will depart Kun-
ming at 23:55 and arrive in
Kolkata at 00:10 (next day)
after a journey of 2 hours 45
minutes, operating six days
a week except Tuesday. The
return service, MUS556, will
leave Kolkata at 01:10 and
reach Kunming at 06:20,
operating six days a week
mu:qi) Wednesday. The route
¢ served by a Boeing
737 aircraft, with all timings
in local time.
The Chinese carrier had
halted operations on the sec-
tor in March 2020, with its

Flight MU555 will
depart Kunming at
23:55 and arrive

in Kolkata at 00:10
(next day) after a
journey of 2 hours 45
minutes, operating six
days a week

except Tuesday

last departure from Kolkata
recorded on March 19 that

ear. The suspension coin-
cided with the global shut-
down of air travel triggered
by the pandemic.

China Eastern was the
first airline to connect Koll-
ata with Kunming in October
2007, and the route quickly
gained traction among trad-
ers and business travellers
using Kunming as a gateway
to other Chinese cities. MPOST
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Air India
must stay
grounded:

Chandra

Mumbai: Tata Sons chalrman
N. Chandrasekaran on Friday
asked Air India employees to
focns on cost control, Improve
services and “stay grounded”

N Chandiasekaran

In the reallty of the challeng-
ing sitnation, while reiterating
the group’s commitment to the
alrfine.

Addressing an employ-
ee town hall at the Air India
Group's headquarters in Gur-
ugram, he sald, “While our fu-
ture is bright and we have laid
a solid foundation for our am-
bitlon, we are going through a
challenging time, the lmpact
of which is most visible in the
airline Industry.”

Chandrasekaran reaf-
firmed that the Alr India board
remains “committed” to the
carrier and will continue to
work closely with 1S manage-
Inent teaim.

What matters now 1s stay-
ing focused on execution, he
sald, adding that “our focus
should be on what 15 within
our control, where we can im-
prove, be precise on costs and
remain grounded in the reali-
tyof the sitnadon”.

The town hall meeting
came in the backdrop of Alr
India chief executive officer
and managing director Camp-
bell Wilson quitting the alr-
line, much ahead of the com-
pletion of his service contract
with the Tata Group airline. rm
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Chandra asks Air India staff to
control costs, improve services

Mumbai: Tata Sons chair-
man N Chandrasekaran on
Friday asked Air India emp-
loyees to focus on cost cont-
rol, improve services and
“stay grounded” in the reali-
ty of the challenging situa-
tion, while reiterating the
group's continued commit-
menttotheairline.
Addressing an employee
town hall at the Air India
Group’s headquarters in Gu-
rugram, Chandrasekaran
said, “While our future is
bright and we have laid a so-
lid foundation for our ambi-
tion, we are going through a
challenging time, the impact
of which is most visible in
the airline industry.”
Chandrasekaran reaffir-
med that the Air India board
remains “committed” to the
carrier and will continue to
work closely with its mana-

CHALLENGING TIME

What matters now

is staying focused
on execution. Our focus
should be on what is within
our control, where we can
improve...be precise on
costs and remain grounded
in the reality of .
the situation _ \
—NChandrasekaran, E%"
CHAIRMAN,
TATA SONS

gement team.

What matters now isstay-
ing focused on execution, he
said, adding that “our focus
should be on what is within
our conirel, where we can
improve, be precise on costs
and remain grounded in the
reality of the situation”.

The town hall meeting ca-

me in the backdrop of AirIn-
dia CEO and MD Campbell
Wilson quitting the airline,
much ahead of the comple-
tion of his service contract
with the Tata Group airline.

Campbell, who announ-
ced his resignation on April
7, had a service contract of fi-
ve years with the airline,
which wassupposed toend in
July next vear,

“The Tata Group remains
committed to the Air India
group. The board is fully sup-
portive and will continue to
work closely with the mana-
gement team,” Chandrase-
karan said, reaffirming the
group's backing of Air India.

Air Indians have shown
great “tenacity” in dealing
witha perfect storm, and “we
must continue with the same
spirit that has been demonst-
rated,” he said. acencies
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